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R E V I S E D  
P O S I T I O N  P APER

H OUSE BILL NO. 621 *

"An Act p r o v i d i n g  for the i s s u a n c e  of c e r t i f i c a t e s  of b i r t h  for p e r­
sons born o u t s i d e  the U n i t e d  Sta t e s  and a d o p t e d  by A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s . "

The D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e s  that this is an e m o t i o n a l  issue to t h o s e  new 
p a r e n t s  of a d o p t e d  a l i e n s ,  who feel it is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  for t h e i r  child 
to have a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  d o c u m e n t  from t h e  S t a t e  of .Alaska. - Mo r e  
than 30 s t a t e s  now have s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  we w o u l d  li k e  to 
b r ing to the C o m m i t t e e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  that, of the 650 to 700 a d o p t i o n s  
g r a n t e d  each y e a r  in A l a s k a ,  only 3 to 4 p e r c e n t  are a d o p t i o n s  o f  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  a l i e n s ,  a m o u n t i n g  to a b o u t  25, and of these, less t h a n  half 
are a d o p t i o n s  of A s ian c h i l d r e n .

The R e g i s t r a t i o n  M e t h o d s  B r a n c h  of the N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  for H e a l t h  S t a­
tis t i c s  has o p p o s e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  by any 
state for a foreign-.born alien. This p o s i t i o n  is b a sed on the f i r m  • 
b e l i e f ,  of m o r e  than 40 y e a r s  s t a n d i n g ,  that the b asic p r i n c i p l e  of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  is to rec o r d  vital e v e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  occur. The M o d e l  •
Vital S t a t i s t i c s  Act, e n d o r s e d  by the C o u ncil o f  S tate G o v e r n m e n t s ,  m a k e s  
no p r o v i s i o n  for such a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  b e c a u s e  of the ease by w h i c h  
a b u s e s  m i g h t  result. A p e r s o n  could e n t e r  the U n i t e d  S t a g e s  u s i n g  his 
Oi iginal b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  become a d o p t e d ,  and e s t a b l i s h  an e n t i r e l y  
n ew i d e n t i t y  w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  a c i t i z e n .  Even if the new c e r t i f i c a t e  
bears the s t a t e m e n t  that it is not e v i d e n c e  of U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  
it c o u l d  be m i s l e a d i n g  b e c a u s e ,  in m o s t  cases, both a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  are 
n a t i v e  to this country.

P a s s a g e  of this bill w o u l d  give a s e l e c t e d  few p e o p l e  two b i r t h  c e r t i­
fic at e s ,  one in the c o u n t r y  of birth and one in A l a ska. C h i l d r e n  born 
to A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  in a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  yet o n l y  one b i r t h  c e r t i­
fica t e ,  and it is *>om that f o r e i g n  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  When a p e r s o n ,  born 
in A l a s k a ,  is ad o p t e d ,  the o r iginal re c o r d  is s e a l e d  a w a y  and r e p l a c e d  
by a s u b s t i t u t e  birth c e r t i f i c a t e .  Hen c e ,  an a l i e n  w o u l d  a l w a y s  have 
two b i rth c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  but the A l a s k a - b o r n  a d o p t e e  does not.

It is the o p i n i o n  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & Social S e r v i c e s  th a t  
the need a d d r e s s e d  in this bill is a l r e a d y  s a t i s f i e d .  In 1960 the 
U.S. S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  that al i e n s  in this c o u n t r y  n e e d e d  an 
a c c e p t a b l e  d o c u m e n t  as p r o o f  of date and p lace of birth. S i n c e  th a t
time the b i r t h  record issued by the U.S. I m m i g r a t i o n  and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n
S e r v i c e  has been t o t a l l y  a c c e p t e d  by all j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  S h o u l d  the 
a l ien become n a t u r a l i z e d ,  f u r t h e r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d .  A b i r t h  
rec o r d  p r e p a r e d  by the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  for an a d o p t e d  a l i e n  is a d u p­
lic a t i o n  of e f f o r t  and does not m a i n t a i n  the i n t e g r i t y  of vital r e c o r d s
by r e g i s t e r i n g  only births w hich o c c u r  in A l a s k a .
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It is r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of this bill be l i m i t e d  to m i n o r  
f o r e i o n - b o r n  a l i e n s  a d o p t e d  in A l a s k a ,  and that the c e r t i f i c a t e  pro-. • 
v i d e d  be on a f o r m  d e s i g n e d  to suit the need, but not in the i d e n t i c a l  
s t y l e  of the s t a n d a r d  c e r t i f i c a t e  cf b i r t h  for Alaska..

W i t h  t h ese a m e n d m e n t s ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  w o u l d’ 
s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  of HB No. 621.

R E C O M M E N E D  BY

DATE:

A P P R O V E D  BY

J.CAN P. B'ROOKS 
' T A T E  R E G I S T R A R  
B U R E A U  O F  V ITAL 
S T A T I S T I C S

/ / S  O S .
Ti eL e N D. B E 1 R N E  
C O M M I S S I O N E R  
D E P A R T M E N T  OF H E A L T H  & 
S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

DATE : // -  - y p
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H O U S E  B I L L  HO. 621 

P R O BL EM  O V E R V I E W

M a n y  a d op te d  f o r e i g n - b o r n  c h i l d r e n  ha ve  no legal b i r t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  fr om  their c o u n t r y  of- birth. In m o s t  of 
th e h e a v i l y - p o p u l a t e d  nations, e s p e c i a l l y  in Asia, vital 
e v e n t s  are n ot r o u t i n e l y  recorded. P a r e n t s  of foreign- 
bo rn  a d o p te d c h i l d r e n  have n o  r e c o u r s e  to these foreign 
g o v e r n m e n t s  to o b ta i n b ir th  documents.

T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  of 35 states have r e s p o n d e d  to the 
c o n c e r n s  of a d o p t i v e  parents, an d are i s s u i n g  b i r t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  to a d o p te d f o r e i g n - b o r n  children.

I NT EN T OF L E G I S L A T I O N

\

A  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  is a legal d o c u m e n t  r e f l e c t i n g  the 
facts of birth. T h e se  cert if i ca te s,  if i s su ed  by the 
State of Alaska, wi ll  r e c o r d  the foreign c o u n t r y  in w h i c h  
the c hi ld  w as born, the b i r t h  date, the c h i ld 's  legal name, 
and the n am es  of the c h i l d ' s  legal parents. A  b i rt h c e r t i­
fica t e  is the r i g h t  of e v e r y  citizen.

The small, p a p e r  card i ss ue d  by Immigration, c a l le d the 
" C e r t i f i c a t i o n  of B i r t h  Data," is u n k no w n to the a v e ra ge  
p e r s o n  and to m a n y  persons in government. N o n - a c c e p t a n c e  
of this card as an a l t e r n a t i v e  to a b i rt h c e r t i f i c a t e  c o u l d  
c a u s e  serious d i f f i c u l t i e s  in the future for these a d o p te d 
ind iv id ua ls . A  bi rt h c e r t i f i c a t e  i s su ed  by the S tate of 
A l a s k a  w o u l d  h e l p  to e n s u r e  that t hese a d o p t e d  p e r s o n s  will 
have the l a t i t u d e  to m o v e  f r e e l y  w i t h i n  the f r a m e w o r k  of o u r  
s o c i e t y  on an equal par w i t h  their A m e r i c a n - b o r n  b r o t h e r s  
and sisters.

T ha t A l a s k a  w o u l d  issue b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to only those 
a d o p t e d  f o r e i g n - b o r n  c h i l dr en  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  we re  r e s i d e n t s  
of A l a s k a  ai the time the a d o p t i o n  d e c r e e  was granted. No 
f o r e i g n - b o r n  c h i l d  is g r a n t e d  a p r e f e r e n t i a l  visa by 
I m m i g r a t i o n  and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n  u n l e s s  the Social S e r vi c e 
B o a r d  of A l a s k a  has given p e r m i s s i o n  for the c hild to e n t e r  
t h e  state. Thi s appl ie s to b o t h  a d o p t i o n s  w h i c h  oc cu r  in 
A l a s k a n  .courts and those w h i c h  o c c u r  in foreign courts.

The b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  will state that it is n o t  e v i d e n c e  
of c i t iz en sh ip .  Th is  s t a t e m e n t  will in no w a y  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  o t h e r  p r oo fs  of c i t i z e n s h i p  ( naturalization d o c u m e n t s  
o r  b i r t h  r e p o r t s  is sued by the U.S. Dept, of State) w h i c h  
all of these c h i l d r e n  will e v e n t u a l l y  have.
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5. If a legal foreign birth document exists, then the
Alaskan birth certificate would be prepared from the 
facts reported on the foreign one. Although both 
documents may be considered prima facie evidence of 
birth, this should create no problems since the facts 
reported in each case would be identical. For the 
majority of children who have no foreign birth certi­
ficates, possible duplication of prima facie evidence 
would not occur.

6. That the State of Alaska would issue retroactive birth
certificates to include persons adopted prior to passage 
of the bill.





Form VSO 
R E V .  2 / 7 6 5 T A T C  H L fc  W » “ B W

CERTIFICATE OF-LIVE BIRTH
t y t i  o h  h h n r r  i n  
P E » > * ^E N 7  ih X ALASKA  D EP A R T M EN T  O r  H EA L TH  AN‘0 S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  

BUR EAU  O F  V IT A L  S I  ATIST1CS -  JU N E A U .  A LA SKA  99811
CHILD — KAUi

C IT Y , V ILLAGE OH LOCATIONmCXJADL7E Ow MlRT*

JUNEAU
NAMfc

3260 HOSPITAL DRIVE
o*i* riAico IF  A T T E N D A N T  S a m e  A S  P E R S O N  S IG N IN G

C H E C K  h e r e  .

IF NDJ. ENTjE* N A M E  A N D T H L t  B E L O W

DR’-'VILLIAM p a l m e r
_  N A M E

E* TTTle"M I D W I F E j t h Efn u r se  >U  T1TL
m a i l i n g  aO O h e s s  - n * » n  o« *l, to *  M?.crrv. v i l l a s . s » a t i . / w  coot

3 2 6 0  R D S P I T A L ' D H I V Z ;  U U N Z A I K  ZA1j^S>LV.z 99801:
lOtNNAdAE _  V. J  l,cn. .tatOUWl A G E  m i  »«*i O  ■»*•»* **«n»o i S T A T E  O F .U IR T m  *|»LW01 ctx/-«»wti

RHODE -ISLANDSHULER’.-BARBARA j't.L^NN
in s id e  c i r v  zC I T Y .  W I U - a C E  O R  V O C A T I O N

|HtCOROING DISTRICTST H E X 7  A M O A I N h E R

J U N E A U
S T A T E  O F  J S I H T n . i "  C C K W T F t j

LATVIAYEARS
H O ln t R ’iM A U l f . C  ADDR l& S —«• O- *
rw»*rrx>*'x> *o»Nw c n t o ^ - v im d  r tA ii.r * *  coo i
-  2,33 -  .4IKJSTREET Jl 
*T, JUNEAU 7 -ALASKA"^ ̂ 99801* t

I CERT IF Y T n A T T H E  r t R S O N A L  iNFD**ma1 iDn r^oviDI D  O N  THIS-CIRTIFICaTE^ 
IS COHNl-CT T O T H L  M C T O F . M Y . K N O W L E D G E  ANDBlUf-F.,nnG***.>u*! O*

a D D M E R L C O A D I N G  DISTRICT >a T t R E C O R D E D



Form VS-1
R E V .  j / 7 8

T V P E  O S  P R IN T  m  

P E R M A N E N T  IN K
R E C C - D E R S  N O

CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH
A LA S K A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  
B U R E A U  O F  V IT A L  S T A T IS T IC S  -  JU N E A U , A L A S K A  99B11

S T A T E  H U  n u m b e r

D A T E  R E C E IV E D

/ C H I L D  -  N A M E  

1

M iD D t l LAST {

SEX D A T E  O *  G IR T H h O U R P L A C E  O f  B IR T H C IT Y . V IL L A G E  O R  L O C A T IO N

M ALASKA
2 X

HOSPITAL - NAME

>

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R  NOT »  - O J ' i I a i . .  G i v I  J t s i l l  . . . D W  -S I

«b
I C I S  I I T h a t  l « l  A t o v t  N A W ( 0 C » i | C i N A A S O N N  A L I V I  A T  I N I  I , a £ |  AH C l i w t  A N D  1 s t  0  AT [  I I A I I D A k O v l

Sa S IG N A T U R E

6 b  N A M 5

□Sx T lT L f  • M O * □  N U R S E  O M ID W IF E n  Mm*

I f  A T T E N D A N T  S A M E  a s  P E R S O N  S IG N IN G  

C H E C K  M E R E

IP  n o t .  E N T E R  n a m e  A N D  T IT L E  B E l .O W

N A M E .

D A T E  S 'G ^ E D  i M f / A m a a ,  j m a i l i n g  A D D R E S S  -  S i f t i n  O **  0  *O b *L  .C i lY .v u .t A G l .H * H .a « » C O D I

V  S* Is *  1
/  M O T H E R  -  M A ID E N  n a m e  »»«t m io d l I  last

( l

A G E  tA l 1 iM | o*

6 b  Y E A R S

S T A T E  O f  B IR T H  I l f  *0T  u i  J. , m m (  COUHTHTI

Ex j

R E S ID E N C E  -  S I  AT E 

i d

C IT Y . V lL L A G l  O R  L O C A T IO N  

fc»

i n s i d e  c i t y  l i m i t  I

„  □  v “  □  N i

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M f lt R

m a n
/ f  A  H E R  -  N A M E » »MJ1 m iq Ol I 1 AST A G E IA1 1 IM | 01 ) H l i  UNrlrk

N  , - ■ ■ ■ ■
7b Y E A R S

M E C O R D .N G  D IS T R IC T  

Rh
S T A T l O f  B i R T m  "» A O i v u  u t i

?c

l  C E R T IF Y  T m a T T h e  P E R S O N A L  i n f o r m a t i o n  P R O v i d E D O n  T h i s  C E R T IF IC A T E  

IS  C O R R E C T  TO  TH E  HE JT O f  M V  K N O W L E D G E  A N D  B E L IE F  »UG*a Tu * i  0» f a h i w ? .

M O T H E R ' S  M A I L I N G  A D D R E S S  i » 0 *  * » • - a » g « S T A a h o *  n O H C * •
J T A I f l  O *  ►€> A O  C ' T *  0 «  v i l i * G I . S 1 * ' I . ? i ’ CCOI

R E C O R D E R  -  S I G N A T U R E V D O K t S S R E C O R D I N G  D I S T R I C T D A T E  R E C O R D E D
• w O *T * .D a t .v |  a m  t*

o -
v» * b Ik I K I

CONF IDENT IAL  INFORMATION FOR MED ICAL A ND  HEALTH USE ONLY .
R A C E  -  M O T H E R  

TO

R A C E  - f  A T h ER 

IT

b iA T  m v t E i G h !  

T?

T h i s  b i r t h  -  U N G il W*IN 
ik’IC i*  *1 T*|Pl (T  11C

13

u  r o t  s i n g l e  b i r t h  -
» 1*11 HCO NO  Tn.MD » I f  

• »»|C« »*»

14

IS M O T H E R  m a r r i e d *

□  Y E S  □  N O  

IS  I

P R E G N A N C Y  h i s t o r y  

lC om p» * i*  t* c h

E D U C A T IO N  -  M O T H E R  

(S iK t i 'v  o ^ iy  ft«Qh»»l gt»dr c n K ip i r i t d l
C O U C A T IO  

(S p tc i ly  p n ir

N - F A T H E R  

Ptt ^ • •o »  c o m p ir lr d T

L iv £  fc iR T nS  
IO d r*0' WiO# tttn C»*nd)

O T h £R T E R M IN A T IO N S

iS p o n W ft fO u l O' In o w c ro i

T 7

C 0» 11 G l I  . I V I M I * '  OA IIC ONPAM * 
<0 Ot

IB

C O i l l u l  ' 
I U r k ’1

N O W L i v l u G j  N O W  D E A D

, k .  U u ,

'■■■Mil >- j M W l I *  r - —

1

'.0**» Q  j  M»M [ |

oV tV  0 *  V a s t  V i v  f  b i r V "
•MONT** • .  a a .

H it

B t * it<  1 A f  U  H 7 0  
V l l l K I  | W E E K 1  

H «  | lfc .

•■ ' .V i la __________| f c t iu H k

1

v r s l  J 3  j  D

V ‘
• T«*V\* *.CN
• i  ' • C . * U 0 A l < O " l  A b u v i • 

t t i

G* ’» t A*, • MOM’'A . 
L M M J IM U G A i. 
»\*OAT*« Oa « .« ! •* •

Tf

M C V ln  O ' Pm i l n a ^C ' 
c *N |

•  m s i  s ic o n d it c  u » ic ir * »  

?o»

• a s i , ; a *, v . i . r ,
TC IA . N U V | |k  

.•» *»0M » 0 »Tm T | I

TGt

A P G A R
1 p~—

SC O RE
T<»-

?T# 2Tb

C O M P L IC A T IO N S  O f P R E G N A N C Y ?  —  I f  V E S .D lS C H t t o l

□ v“
□ N O

22

IL L N E S S  D R  C O N D IT IO N S  A F F E C T IN G  T h £ P R E G N A N C Y ? - i» Y C S . D E S C R IB E□ V C 5  |
, 3 □ «

c □  Vts

□ *0
C O N G E N IA L  M A L F O R M A  » iO N S  0 *  A N O M A L IE S  O f  C H IL D *  -  I f  Y l S .  D E S C R IB E  

□  Tti

*  □  «  ____________
DHSS 
05 5357 ORIGINS T.,— ST* TP Ti-iD V



V - . i - : v  T r '

3 3 jL  J i * s i t & _  C j L o X t d ^ i .  j L t J k a ^ %

rrrr
on PRINT 

IK
(•EAUAHEYfr 

INK

NORTH DAKOTA : 
CERT IF ICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 
State Department o l  Health

■ trOi Kwnlw

FB- 75-000005
CJ1ILO-NAWE 

1

f ir s t  

Hi chelle

MIDDLE

Loui se
l a s t

Paul son

SEX

i F e m a 13
 DATE

i J u
OF BIRTH |Uo. D»y. Ytjl HOUR

ly 1, 1976 3o
BIRTHPLACE • Continent Country Piovlnce
*, As I a 4c Korea 4t Seoul

t p $ n c J

REGISTRAR 

: J ,  fS*pn»lur») A .

DATE RECEIVED RcGlSTFIAR (Monirv. D iy. MmU)

so September  1 *r, 1979
UOlHfcR-MAIDEH NAME f ir s t

. L o u i s e  .
m iDDlE^

H e l 1ent i nes»

■. . ;  L A S T  . ;  ,

S c h r o d e r
RESIDENCE-STATE , . . . .

7. North Dakota

COUNTY .

7o Grand Forks

CITY. TOWN OR LOCATION . . .

7c Grand Forks -

AGt IA1 hme
Ol

ST AT £ Or BIRT h uca. a*r+rp

j. North Dakota
STREET AND NUMBER OF RESIDENCE

7t f l 8 l^ Lewis B l vd .
U OIM ER'S MAILING ADDRESS— II u «  •> c x m , »nirf Zip Coo» only

» 58201

w s iOf cmr
l I M i t l  J

1r Yes

'  fa th e flm a m e  

v s>» *

FIRST

Leland

MIDDLE

Eugene

.A '.T • —

Paulson

AGt <Ai lunr 
d* irm b'nn)
Vt> 3 7 *

STATE or- BIRTk pm -  UU.MHR. c— r-r

to North Dakota ;

: .
s

* • ' * I
- : ‘ \

* • * ' • • •  ................  *

THIS CERT IF ICATE IS NOT EV IDENCE  OF  C IT IZENSHIP

T h i s  i s  to c e r t i f y  that th is  is  a true and e x a c t  reproduction o l  a  record f i le d ,  kept an d  p re se rve d  in fhp D iv is io n  of Vita l  

R e c o r d s ,  O f f ic e  o l S t a t i s t i c a l  S e r v i c e s ,  North Dakota S t a t e  D e p a rtm e n t  ot H e a lth ,  B i s m a r c k ,  North D akota  58505, in a c ­
c o r d a n c e  with S e c t i o n  23-02.1-18 of tne North Dakota C e n tu ry  C o d e .

D a te  I s s u e d : .
Oc t o be r  30 ,  l 979

INOT VALID WITHOUT RAISED IMPRESSION SEAU

, I
I

S t a te  R e g is t ra r

Dep uty  S t a te  R e g is t r a r



A N C H O R A G E  D A I L Y  N E W S  

J a n u a r y  14, 1982

Birth certificate bill
. ,■ There is a piece of legislation to be introduced
• before Ihe upcoming legislature supporting sub- 
jstitute birth certificates for foreign-born children 
adopted by U.S. citizens in Alaska. . .*

j. . .1 am very much aware of the importance of
• this piece of legislation as I am the parent of a 
; foreign-born child! As it stands now in the State 
; oT 'Alaska, .our children cannot receive birth
• certificates. ’ . .• ' ..0

"Birth certificates are feouired so many times 
during a person’s lifetime. Joining LLtle League, 
entering schools,'the service and marriage 
licenses are to name a few. It is an important 
document for one to have. ■' .•

' While other documents may sometimes be 
substituted, the lack of a birth certificate makes 

; many everyday situations awkward.
' This is ‘a small piece of 'cleanup legislation, 

but one very important to the lives o f ,  our. 
foreign-bom adopted children. 1 am writing this", 
in hopes that other adoptive parents can be 
aware of this legislation. - i M t S k n e .

; ' A h a ,
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(~:. .i-i -'Dear Editor: , . . . . _  .
I am writing this letter because 1 

am concerned  about the discrim ina­
tion that exists'in  one portion o f  our 
R a te  statutes. That portion involves 
substitute birth certificates which, if 
proposed House BUI 621 passes this 
year, will be corrected . '  •• -  • '

-  N orm ally, If a child is born in one 
state in the U.S. and adopted in an­
other state, upon legal com pletion of 
the adoption process the bureau of 
vital statistics in the state of the 
child 's birth is notified. The bureau 
seals the child 's original birth certifi­
cate  and issues a new one in the 
ch ild ’s new legal name, correctly  
listing date and place of birth and 
listing the adoptive parents as the 
child ’s parents. This binding legal 

. docum ent creates, once. and for all,
• the child’s identity and provides the 
. security o f tangible evidence o f his
place and role In life. "  -V* T -~ ""Z~. :

• It vs unfortunate that foreign-born 
children adopted by U.S. citizens and

•res ding In Alaska’  are the ' only 
adopted Am erican ^tixeris.w ho 
Dot have a legally binding certificate*' 
o f  birth. This state is one of approxi­
m ately 15 where,,'' .foreign-born 
adopted children receive .to ac­
knowledgem ent at aU, save the Is­
suance of a final d ecree of adoption. 
The only other docum ent they re­
ce ive  is the scanty Information found 
on the federally issued Birth Data 
R ecord  Card, which in no w ay substi­
tutes for a certificate of birth. Both 
(documents are inadequate in estab-

B ir th  certificates •
’■ ...-• ; • • • • t '
lishing a sense o f identiry and a feel­
ing of belonging for an adopted for­
eign-born child. •»r " '■

Adopted children b om  in the U.S. 
(and their adoptive parents) have a ’ 
legal right to get new birth certifi­
cates from the state of the child’s 
birth. 1 am an adoptive parent of a 
foreign-bom  child and have no such 
recourse to the country of m y child’s 
birth. In reading the 14th Amend­
ment to the U.S. Constitution, It ap­
pears that children such as mine are 
being denied that which should be 
rightfully theirs. • .

* - . By issuing these children certifi­
cates of birth in the United States, no 
one is attempting to conceal the fact 

’ that they were bom  in another coun­
try or that their heritage is different 

. from ou rsrw e  should, as concerned

such children by guaranteeing that 
they will have the ability to m ove as 
freely within the fram ew ork  o f our 
society  as their A m erican -bom  coun-. 
terpans. Foreign-born adopted chil­
dren will share the sam e responsi­
bilities to society  and to this country. 
We should not turn our backs when' 
we see that society  is not treating 
these children equally. -  •• -  

- The proposed House Bill 621 is a 
birth certificate  bill sponsored by 
Rep. Mitch Abood to correct the ine­
quality that now exists in A laska's 
law. Over 30 "other states have 
passed sim ilar legislation and its 
passage in this state can only be ben­
eficial. —• -

) • r, Reid W. Bond, chairm an 
• Legislative Com m ittee 

■ A nchorage Adoptive 
Parents/O U RS

.  -t

/i M i



April 8, 1982

Telephone Call with Gary Johnson, Regional Deputy Director, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service.

Zybach-Senate HESS Staff

Mr. Johnson saw no problem with the general concept of the legislation as 
he understood it. A number of other states have similar legislation or provisions 
for birth certificates. He cited two concerns in relation to granting birth 
certificates, first, that the certificate indicate the original location of 
birth, and second, that the certificate not be issued until after the 
adoption and after the child was actually located in Alaska.

— OF BI RTH DATA “ •
d  n a t u r a l iz a t io n  r e c o r d s  
r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  u s .  im m ig r a t io n  

'•AMyJ^ACWSACHAtTRCrt-SERlHGE'lNOICATI THAT: . . .
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  ‘

SP O N S O R  •SUBST I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 6 2 i a m

"An A c t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  c e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  b i r t h  'for p e r - ::, 
so n s  b o r n  o u t s i d e  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and a d o p t e d  by A1 a s k a  ' r e s i d e n t s "

■/ •. ‘ • •** • • • • . 'm ■x '

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  this -is an e m o t i o n a l .  i s s u e  to t h o s e  new'/-
p a r e n t s  of a d o p t e d  a l i e n s ,  w h o  feel it is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r -t h e i r  c h ild
to h a v e  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  d o c u m e n t  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  of-.Alaska". -More.-, 
th a n  30 s t a t e s  n o w  h a v e  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n .  ‘ H o w e v e r w e  w o u l d  like, t o -  
b r i n g  to t h e . C o m m i t t e e ' s a t t e n t i o n  t h a t ,  of  t h e  650 to 7 0 0  .adoptions''"V. 
g r a n t e d  e a c h  y e a r  -in A l a s k a ,  o n l y  3 .to 4 ' p e r c e n t  are' a d o p t i o n s  of -
f o r e i g n - b o r n  a l i e n s ,  a m o u n t i n g  to about. 25, and of  t h e s e ,  less t h a n - h a l f
a r e  a d o p t i o n s  of A s i a n  children.' . " •' ' *•'

T h e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  M e t h o d s  B r a n c h  of the N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  ftfr H e a l t h . S t a­
t i s t i c s  has o p p o s e d  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  cf a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  b y  a n y  
s t a t e  f o r  a foreign-.born alien.' T h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  is b a s e d  on .the" f i r m  • •'?. 
b e l i e f ,  of m o r e  t h a n  40 y e a r s  s t a n d i n g ,  t h a t  the b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s . t o  r e c o r d  vital e v e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  o c c u r .  T h e  M odel * 
V ital S t a t i s t i c s  A c t ,  e n d o r s e d  by t h e ’Cou n c i l  of S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t s ,  make' 
no p r p v i s i o n  f o r - s u c h  a b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  e a s e  by which; 
a b u s e s  m i g h t  r e s u l t -. ' A p e r s o n  c o u l d  e n t e r  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  using- his 
o r i g i n a l  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,, b e c o m e  a d o p t e d ,  and e s t a b l i s h  an e n t i r e l y  ' V 
n e w  i d e n t i t y  w i t h o u t  b e c o m i n g  a c i t i z e n .  Evert if t h e . n e w  c e r t i f i c a t e  : 
b e a r s  the s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  it is not e v i d e n c e  o f  U n i t e d  S.tates c i t i z e n s h i p .  
it c o u l d  be m i s l e a d i n g  b e c a u s e ,  in m o s t  c a s e s ,  b o t h  a d o p t i v e  parents' are 
n a t i v e  to this c o u n t r y .  • . j . •.•'*•-

P a s s a g e  of t h i s  bill w o u l d  g i v e  a s e l e c t e d  f e w  p e o p l e  two b i r t h  c e r t i­
f i c a t e s ,  o n e . i n  t h e  country-.of. b i r t h  and one in A l a s k a .  C h i l d r e n  born '• 
to A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  in a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y  get o n l y  oiie b i r t h  certi-.' 
f i c a t e ,  and it is f r o m  t h a t  f o r e i g n  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  W h e n  a p e r s o n , born 
in A l a s k a ,  is a d o p t e d ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d  is s e a l e d  a w a y  arid r e p l a c e d  
by a s u b s t i t u t e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .  H e n c e ,  an a l i e n  w o u l d  a l w a y s  h a v e  
two b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  b u t  the Alaska-bor,n a d o p t e e  d o e s  not. ’ ' '

It is the o p i n i o n  of the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  h S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t h a t  
the n e e d  a d d r e s s e d  in th i s  bill is a l r e a d y  s a t i s f i e d .  In 1 9 6 0  the..
U.S. S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  a l i e n s  in t h i s  c o u n t r y  n e e d e d  .an 
a c c e p t a b l e  d o c u m e n t  as p r o o f  of d a t e  and p l a c e  of b i r t h .  S i n c e  that *
time the b i r t h  r e c o r d  i s s u e d  by the U.S. I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n
S e r v i c e  has b e e n  t o t a l l y  a c c e p t e d  by all j u r i s d i c t i o n s . S h o u l d  the 
a l i e n  b e c o m e  n a t u r a l i z e d ,  f u r t h e r  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d .  A b i rth 
r e c o r d  p r e p a r e d  by the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  for an a d o p t e d  a l i e n  is a d u p­
l i c a t i o n  of e f f o r t  and d o e s  not m a i n t a i n  the i n t e g r i t y  of vital r e c o r d s

by r e g i s t e r i n g  o n l y  b i r t h s  w h i c h  o c c u r  in A l a s k a .
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Sponsor Substitute for House Bill No. 621 am limits the provisions of 
this act to adoptees under the age of 18 years. The certificate prepared 
will be on a fo.rm designed to suit the need, similar to the forms used 
by other states.

The certificate will bear the statement that it is not evidence of United 
States citizenship. However, upon proof of naturalization, a new certifi­
cate will be prepared deleting the statement that the certificate is not 
evidence of United State citizenship.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports passage of SSH;. 621 

am.'

RECOMMENDED By<:

DATE:

APPOVED BY:

JUAN P. BROOK 
1 STATE REGISTR.

BUREAU OF VITAL 
STATISTICS

A  / / / >

HELEN D. BEIRNL ~
COMMISSIONER
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH &
SOCIAL SERVICES

DATE:



T HE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
T W E LFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Res o l u t i o n  No. Sponsor Substitute for House Bill 621 am _______

Title "An Act providing for the issuance ol certificates of birth" 
R e q u e s t e d  by_______________________ •___________ _ _ _ _ ___________ Date ______________

II. FISCAL D ETAIL
A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d  T)ppnrt-mpnt nf H e a lth & Snr ini Services______________________
P r o gram Categ o r y  A f f e c t e d  A r i m i m ' g r m M v p  Services___________________________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) A f f e c t e d  vitnl Statistics____________________
(Note: If more than one b udget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and f u n ding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES o n O 0 0 0

200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT

LAND &  STRUCTURES000
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL
0 0 0 ____ O 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL. FUND O O 0 O 0 0

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

I
POSITIONS

FULL TIME O O O 0 0 0

PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Prepar a t i o n  Instruction, Section III)

No fiscal impact

IV. DATE PREPARED BY 
AGENCY 3 ) . A/. S S '.

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 3  ̂  9 /
cc: Budget and Man a g e m e n t  (

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator NSined) 

33-001 (Rev. 12/81)


	SHES12 HB 621



