


DROWNING DEATHS IN ALASKA
In  1979 drowning became Che number one cause o f  a c c id en ta l death in  
A laska f o r  the f i r s t  time in  s e v e ra l y e a rs . In  1980 , the nunber o f  
drowning deaths was even more a la rm ing , in c reas ing  from  95 in  1979 
to  130 in  1980 -  the h ighest ra te  in  10 y e a rs . While the number o f  
drownings during  the f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1981 i s  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  low er than 
la s t  y e a r (down from 54 to  3 2 ) ,  the drowning ra te  remains d is t r e s s in g . 
A la sk a 's  ra te  has n e v e r , been le s s  than fo u r  times the n a t io n a l average 
in  the la s t  20 y e a rs .
A laskans depend on c o a s ta l waters and in land  waterways f o r  t r a v e l ,  
ccmmercial and subsistance f is h in g  -  as w e ll as f o r  re c re a t io n a l ac­
t i v i t i e s .  Fo r these reason s , coupled w ith  the f ie r c e  weather c ond ition s  
and c o ld  temperatures synonymous w ith  A la ska , drowning ra te s  always 
w i l l  be s ig n i f ic a n t ly  h ighe r than those in  the re s t  o f  th e  United 
S ta te s . However, th e re  a re  any number o f  measures which can be taken 
to  reduce th is  r a t e .
As a f i r s t  s te p , the Emergency Medical S e rv ice s Sec tion  in  1980 reviewed 
a l l  a v a i la b le  Bureau o f  V i t a l S t a t i s t i c s  death c e r t i f i c a t e s  and A laska 
S ta te  T rooper Reports f o r  the years 1975 through 1979; and ll«5« Coast 
Guard Boating Accident Reports lu r  the years 1977 through 1 9 '9  in  an 
attempt to  id e n t i fy  common fa c to r s  assoc ia ted  w ith d row nin ' deaths 
in  A laska . In  summarizing these fin d in g s  i t  should be noted f i r s t  
th a t w h ile  each re p o rt form  prov ided f o r  d e ta i le d  re co rd ing  o f  c o n t r i ­
bu ting  fa c to rs  and circumstances surrounding the death , th is  In fo rm a tion  
was r a r e ly  reco rded . N eve rth e le ss , some u s e fu l g e n e ra liz a t io n s  were 
d iscovered  o r  con firm ed . Fo llow ing  a re  some fa c ts  which shou ld  h e lp  
determ ine where emphasis should p laced in  s a fe ty  and p reven tion  
e f f o r t s  in  A laska , in  o rd e r f o r  them to  have the most impact.
DROWNING DEATHS IN AlASKA, 1975-1979

I .  C h a ra c te r is t ic s  o f  Those Who Drowned
485 re s id en ts  and non -re s id en ts
877. were A laska re s id en ts
The age group 15-24 had the most d ea th s , 
327.; the group w ith the next h ig hest 
number was 2 5 - V *  y e a rs , w ith  297.; age 
34-44 had 137. o f  the dea th s . (Among na­
t iv e s ,  the h ighest age group was 3 5 -4 4 ; 
among non -na tives the h ighest age group 
was 2 5 -3 4 ) .
897. were males
607. were n on -n a tiv e ;
407. were n a t iv e , who make up o n ly  167. 
o f  A la sk a 's  p opu la tion .

YEARS IN ALASKA: P r a c t ic a l ly  h a l f ,  467., had liv e d  a t  le a n t
e leven  yea rs  in  A ln sk i. On ly 197. had 
liv e d  in  A laska le s s  than a y e a r .

TOTAL:

RESIDENCE:
ACE:

SEX:

RACE:



AREA OF STATE: The h ighest drowning r a t e  pe r p opu la tion
was in  Southeast A laska . I t  was tw ice 
as h igh as in  Northern and Sou th cen tra l
A laska . However, among the n a t iv e  popu­
la t i o n ,  the h ighest ra te  was in  he North ­
e rn  a re a .
N ative Regional C o rpo ra tion  a rea s  w ith 
the h ighest ra te s  (b o th  re s id en ts  and 
n on -re s id en ts  drowned per 100 ,000  popu­
la t io n )  were:

Koniag 116
B r i s t o l  Bay 97
C a lis ta  80
Bering  S t r a i t s  73
Chugach 71

Fishermen (267 .); Students (12% -  about 
207. o f  these were on f is h in g  b o a ts ) ; 
and Labore rs (9% ).

I I .  Circumstances Surrounding the Drownings

w ith  45% o f  the drownings; a c c id en ta l 
drowning assoc ia ted  w ith water tra n sp o rt 
accounted fo r  another 307.; and acc iden ts 
to  the boats themselves (s in k in g ) caused 
the remaining 257..

noted sp ec ia l c ircum stances:
50 repo rted  p^or weather c o n d it io n s ; 
34 repo rted  th a t a canoe was In vo lv ed ; 
46 noted th a t the v ic tim  had been 

in to x ic a te d .
B. T rooper re p o rts  ind ica ted  th a t 257. 

o f  the cases in vo lved  a capsized  b oa t; 
in  17% o f  the cases the v ic t im  had 
f a l le n  out o f  the b oa t; in  another 
137. the person had fa l le n  in  i>cm 
the shore o r  dock. 197. had been in to x ­
ic a te d .

OCCUPATIONS: The most conmon occupations c i te d  were

GENEPAL TYPE OF ACCIDENT: R ec re a tio n a l a c t i v i t i e s  were a ssoc ia ted

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: A. 130 o f  the 485 death c e r t i f i c a t e s

MONTHS WHEN DROWNING MOST 
OFTEN OCCURS: May, June, J u ly , August & September, 

w ith  J u ly  and August lead ing .
TIMES WHEN DROWNING ‘ >JST
OFTEN OCCURS: A fte rnoon and evening .



BODIES OF WATER WHERE
DROWNING IS  COtWON:

PERSONAL FLOTATION JACKETS: 
(PFDs)

Ocean Bays -  237.
R iv e rs  -  23%
Open Sea -  237.
Lakes -  16%
Harbor/Dock -  11%

I I I .  A dd ition a l In fo rm a tio n  from  60 Coast 
Guard Reports F i le d  Between 1977-1979
A ccessib le  in  o n ly  45% o f  th e  b oa ts . 
In  these b o a ts , 48% o f  th e  PFDs were 
not used.

TYPES OF BOATS MOST OFTEN 
INVOLVED:

PRIMARY CAUSES:

SWIPING KNOWLEDGE:

WATER CONDITIONS:

Open motor b o a ts , 457>; cab in  m oto rboa ts , 
17%; canoes, 17%; and s k i f f s ,  10%.
F au lt o f  o p e ra to r 257>
Weather con d ition s  127.
F au lty  equipment 107.
C o l l i s io n  w /ob jec t 1C%
Unknown in  43% o f  v ic t im s ;
No knowledge in  19%;
Knowledge in  387«.
Calm 287.;
Very rough 23%;
Choppy 157.;
Rough 137..

This in fo rm ation  was compiled by the 
Emergency >Jedical Serv ices Section 
D iv is io n  o f  Pub lic  Health
A laska Department o f  H ealth  and S o c ia l S e rv ices
Pouch H-06C
Juneau, A laska 99811
(9 07 ) 465-3027
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PREFACE

I t  i s  my p l e a s u r e  t o  s u bm i t  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t  on  t h e  

H e a l t h  C a r e  P r o v i d e r ' s  P r o j e c t .  The p r o j e c t  r e p r e s e n t s  many h o u r s  o f  

many p e o p l e ' s  t im e  and t h o s e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be r e c o g n i z e d .

D e b b i e  B e h r ,  R e s e a r c h  A n a l y s t  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s ,  d e s i g n e d  and 

w o r k e d  on t h e  p r o j e c t .  Sharman H a l e y ,  R e s e a r c h  A n a l y s t ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  

A f f a i r s ,  p r o v i d e d  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  m o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  c om pu t e r  

p r o g r am  and o r i n t - o u t  f o r  th e  p r o j e c t .  Su san  K i l k a  was t h e  g r a p h i c  

a r t i s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  map. C h a r l i e  P a r r  was t h e  p e r s o n  r e q u e s t i n g  

t h e  p r o j e c t .  W i t h o u t  him i t  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  ha j  >ened.

Each p e r s o n  I n v o l v e d  w i t h  p r o j e c t  d i d  a f i n e  j o b  and s h o u l d  be 

p r o ud  o f  i t .  I wan t  t o  t h an k  e v e r y o n e  f o r  t h e i r  t im e ,  h a rd  w o r k ,  and 

m o s t  o f  a l t .  p a t i e n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

R o c h e l l e  P l o t n i c k  
H a y ,  1 9 7 8
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PROJECT HISTORY

D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 7 7  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l i e  P a r r ,  

c h a i rm a n  o f  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o i rm i t t e e ,  s u b m i t t e d  

a wo rk  o r d e r  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  Agency f o r  an i n t e r i m  p r o j e c t  r e g a r d ­

i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a n  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s ,  D ebb i e  f ' h r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  wo rk  o r d e r  and began t o  d r a f t  a 

r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .

An e a r l y  d e c i s i o n  was made a s  t o  wh ich  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

w ou ld  be i n c l u d e d .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P a r r  was g i v e n  a l i s t  o f  many p o s s i b i l ­

i t i e s  and made h i s  c h o i c e s  f r o m  i t .  The p r o f e s s i o n s  c h o s e n  w e r e :  1 )  d o c t o r s ;  

2 )  r e g i s t e r e d  n u r s e s ;  3 )  l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s e s ;  4 )  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ;  

5 )  d e n t i s t s ;  6 )  c o n m u n i t y  h e a l t h  a i d e s ;  7 )  s t a t e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  n u r s e s ;

8 )  p s y c h i a t r i s t s ;  9 )  a u d i o l o g i s t s ;  1 0 )  o p t i c i a n s  1 1 )  o p t o m e t r i s t s ;  1 2 )  

p h a r m a c i s t s .  The f a c i l i t i e s  c h o s e n  w e r e :  1 )  h o s p i t a l s ;  2 )  s t a t e  p u b l i c

h e a l t h  c e n t e r s ;  3 )  c o n i n un i t y  men ta  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s ;  4 )  d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ;  

5 )  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s ;  6 )  c om m un i c a t i v e  

d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s ;  7 )  l o n g - t e r m  c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .

The p r o j e c t  d e s i g n  i n c l u d e d  a c o m p u t * r  f i l e  wh ich  w ou ld  h o l d  a l l  

t h e  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  -  l o c a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l t y ,  s p e c i a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  number o f  

s t a f f ,  e t c .  I t  w ou ld  be c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  a p r i n t - o u t  l i - t i n g  t h e  

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  and a l l o w  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  be s t o r e d  

and p u l l e d  f r o n  t h e  f i l e  when n e e d e d .  T h e r e  was no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  u p d a t i n g  

t h e  c o m p u t e r  f i l e  a t  t h a t  t im e .

The f l n ‘ 1 p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  was t o  be a map d i s p l a y i n g  l o c a t i o n  

and c o n c e n t r a t e  \ o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  by t h e  u s e  o f  c o l o r s ,  

s ym bo l s  o r  p i n s .



By A u gu s t  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  was w e l l  u n d e r  way.  N e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  

f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  had been coded  and k e ypu n ch ed .  Those  r e m a i n -  

t o  be c oded  and ke ypunched  w e r e :  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s ,  

a u d i o l o g i s t s ,  d e n t i s t s ,  s t a t e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c e n t e r s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  -  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  and c o n n u n i c r t i v e  d i s o r d e r s  

c l i n i c s .  D e b b i e  B c h r  wen t  on l e a v e  a t  t h e  end o f  A u g u s t .  I n  l a t e  

S e p t em b e r  R o c h e l l e  (M a cK in n on )  P l o t n i c k  c o n t r a c t e d  w i t h  L e g i s l a t i v e  

A f f a i r s  Agency t o  c . m p l e t e  t h e  p r o j e c t .  P l o t n i c k  began  c o d i n g  t h e  

r e m a i n i n g  c a t e g o r i e s  w h e r e  B e h r  had s t o p p e d .  D a t a  we re  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

o b t a i n  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  uncoded  c a t e g o r i e s ,  su ch  a s  a u d i o l o g i s t s  and 

p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t s .  A l s o ,  some o f  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  n o t  w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  

su ch  a s  " d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t y " .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  a l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

had been  g a t h e r e d  and coded  by December  2 3 .  What r em a i n e d  was th e  

k e y p u n c h i n g  o f  a b o u t  5 0 0  c om pu t e r  c a r d s ,  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  a c om pu t e r  

p r o g r am  and g e t t i n g  a p r i n t - o u t ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a map , and w r i t i n g  

t h e  r e p o r t .  A l l  ha s  now been  c o m p l e t e d ,  w i t h  t h i s  r e p o r t  b e i n g  the  

f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .

' h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  d a t a ,  and 

t e l l  h jw  and f r o m  whe re  t h e y  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t u t u r e  u s e  

o f  t h e  d a t a  b a s e  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e c o r r n i e n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  

o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .  D a t a  s o u r c e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  " c o d e s "  s e c t i o n  u n d e r  

c h a r t  " J :  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n " .
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METHODOLOGY

The ma in  theme o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was " o b t a i n  and i n c o r p o r a t e " - - w h i c h  

means t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  was g a t h e r e d  and i n c l u d e d  i n  a d a t a  b a s e .  Take 

one  c a t e g o r y  f o r  e x am p l e .  A l i s t  o f  l i c e n s e d  p h a rm a c i s t s  i n  A l a s k a  was 

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  D epa r tm e r . -  o f  Commerce & Econom ic  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D i v i s i o n  

o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g .  The f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  was t h e n  coded  on 

a c o d i n g  s h e e t  f o r  e a c n  p h a r m a c i s t ,  and k e y p u n c h ed :  p r o j e c t  c o d e ;

p r o v H e  i d e n t i f i c a t n n  number ;  v i l l a g e  c o d e ;  t y p e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n ;  w h e t h e r  

c u t . c n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g -  t y p e  o f  p r a c t i c e ;  w h e t h e r  i t i n e r a n t ;  g e o g r a p h i c  

r e g i o n ;  s p e c i a l i t y ;  w h e t h e r  m e d i c a i d  c l i e n t s  a c c e p t e d ;  and d a t a  s o u r c e  

and d a t e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  wh ich  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  o r  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  

p h a rm a c i s t s  was c oded  "u n know n " .  S i n c e  t h e r e  w e r e  157  p h a r m a c i s t s ,  

t h e r e  w e r e  157 c o d i n g  s h e e t s ,  e a ch  f i l l e d  o u t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  T h u s ,  

p h a rm a c i s t s  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  d a t a  b a s e ,  t o  be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  

c o m pu t e r  p r i n t - o u t  when a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e .

Ho t  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  had t h e  same amount o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  as  

t h i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c a s e .  Some t imes  t h e r e  was m o r e ,  s ome t im e s  l e s s .  B u i  

t h i s  w i l l  be  c o v e r e d  mo re  e x p l i c i t l y  w i t h  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  ?ach  o n e .
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RESULTS

In  t h i s  s e c t i o n  e a ch  c a t e g o r y  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d .  T h e i r  o r d e r  o f  

p l a c e m e n t  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  ba sed  on t h e  o v e r l a y s  on w h ic h  t h e y  a p p e a r  

on  t h e  map: o v e r l a y s  o n e ,  tw o ,  and t h r e e  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n

w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  b o t h  t h e  map and t h e  c om pu t e r  

p r - n t - o u t .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  t h e  n o t e b o o k s  c o n t a i n i n g  

thtf  c o d i n g  s h e e t s  and  t h e i r  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  c o d i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  b o o k ,  o r  

oLI . c .  . e f e ^ e n c e s  l i s t e d .  T h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  e i t h e r  g i v e  b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o r  t e l l  w h e re  t o  go f o r  i t .  I t  s h o u l d  be k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  ch ang e  

o c c u r s  c o n s t a n t l y  s o  t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  a l r e a d y  d a t e d .  New f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  

o p e n i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  and a d d i t i o n a l  p e o p l e  a r e  b e i n g  l i c e n s e d .  Some l i c e n s e d  

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a r e  n o t  p r a c t i c i n g .
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T h r e e  s h ap e s  a r e  used  on t h e  map: s q u a r e s ,  c i r c l e s  and t r i a n g l e s .

S m a l l  s i z e s  r e p r e s e n t  one  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  on e  f a c i l i t y .  L a r g e  s i z e s  

r e p r e s e n t  t e n .  A l a r g e  s i z e  w i t h  a w h i t e  d o t  p l a c e d  i n  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  

1 0 0 .  As ea ch  p r o f e s s i o n  and f a c i l i t y  i s  d e s c r i b e d  f r o m  o v e r l a y  1 , 2 ,  

and 3 ,  i t s  c o l o r  w i l l  be g i v e n .  A k e y  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

l o c a t e d  on  th e  u p p e r  r i g h t  hand c o r n e r  o f  t h e  map. A l s o ,  a r e d  d i s k  

a c c om p an i e s  t h e  map. T h i s  d i s k  s e r v e s  as  a d i s t a n c e  g u i d e  f o r  a i r  

t r a v e l .  I t s  r a d i u s  e q u a l s  one  h o u r ' s  f l y i n g  t i m e ,  o r  1 0 0  m i l e s ,  i n  a

MAP EXPLANATION



OVERLAY 1

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  -  V i l l a g e  B u i l t  C l i n i c s  a r e  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  and owned 

c l i n i c  f a c i l i t i e s  l e a s e d  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .

P r im a r y  h e a l t h  c a r e  i s  r e g u l a r l y  p r o v i d e d  i r  t h e  c l i n i c  by commun i ty  

h e a l t h  a i d e s .  C i r e  i s  a l s o  o r o v i d e d  by  tin* A’. a s k a  A re s  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  

S e r v i c e  and s t a t e  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  on  an i t i n e r a n t  b a s i s .  T h e r e  a r e  

1 1 6  v i l l a g e  b u i l t  c l i n i c s  i n  A l a s k a ,  l o c a t e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s .  I n  some 

i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  a r c  Lne o n l y  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  an  a r e a .  They  a r e  

r e p r e s e n t e d  on  t h e  map by  p u r p l e  s q u a r e s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f r om  

A l a s k a  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  A rea  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e s  b r a n c h .

C o im iun l t y  H e a l t h  A i d e s

Cor rmun i ty  H e a l t h  A i d e s  a r e  A l a s k a n s  t r a i n e d  t o  p r o v i d 0 p r im a r y  

h e a l t h  c a r e  i n  r n r a l  a r e a s .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  e x am i n i n g  

p a t i e n t s  w i t h  s i m p l e  p r o b l e m s ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t ,  mak ing  

r e f e r r a l s ,  p r o v i d i n g  p r im a r y  t r e a t m e n t ,  a r r a n g i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and 

w o r k i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e .  Community 

H e a l t h  A i d e s  a r e  p e rm an e n t  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  w o r k ,  

and mus t  be a c c e p t a b l e  t o  m o s t  o f  th» p e o p l e  i n  t h e i r  c o i u n u n i t y .  T h e i r  

s a l a r y  comes f r o m  e i t h e r  a r e g i o n a l  h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  o r  a n o t h e r  

N a t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h ic h  o b t a i n s  f u n d s  t h r o u g h  c o n t r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  

A l a s k a  A r e a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  The t h r e e  h e a l t h  a i d  t r a i n i n g  a g e n c i e s  

i n  t h e  s t a t e  a r e  t h e  AAllHS i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  t h e  Y cko n -K u s k okw im  H e a l t h
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C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  B e t h e l ,  and t h e  N o r t o n  Sound H e a l t h  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  Nome.

A t t h e  t im e  o f  t h i s  s u r v e y  t h e r e  w e re  2 1 6  Community H e a l t h  A i d e s  l i s t e d ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  AANHS. Some o f  t h e s e  a r e  e i t h e r  f u l l  o r  p a r t  t im e ,  o r  

a l t e r n a t e s .  They  a r e  shown on t h e  map a s  brown d o t s .  I n  some c a s e s  

t h e r e  i s  no PHS c l i n i c  f o r  an a i d e  t o  u s e ,  s o  t h e  a i d e  mus t  wo rk  i n  

p e o p l e ' s  homes .  I n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5  v i l l a g e s  t h e  h e a l t h  a i d e  i s  t h e  

ONLY h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .

S t a t e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s

The 2 8  S t a t e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  s t a f f e d  by S t a t e  

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s e s  who o f f e r  a w id e  r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s .  The c e n t e r s  

p r o v i d e  im m u n i z a t i o n s ,  v a c c i n e s ,  TB t e s t s ,  VD s c r e e n i n g  and t r e a t m e n t ,  

women's h e a l t h  s c r e e n i n g  ( b r e a s t  exams ,  pap s m e a r s ,  p r e g n a n c y  t e s t s ) ,  

c o n t r a c e p t i v e s ,  m a t e r n i t y  c a r e ,  and c h i l d  h e a l t h  c a r e  and n u t r i t i o n .

Thov a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  map by brown s q u a r e s .  The d a t a  on  them were  

o b t a i n e d  f**om t h e  S t a t e  D ep a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  (DH&SS) .  

L i c e n s e d  P r a c t i c a l  N u r s e s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  Commerce A Econom ic  D e v e l o p ­

m en t ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  t h e r e  a r e  6 5 5  l i c e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  

n u r s e s  i n  A l a s k a .  D a t a  on  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e y  a r e  p r a c t i c i n g  we re  

u n o b t a i n a b l e .  An LPN mus t  g r a d u a t e  f r om  an  a c c r e d i t e d  p r a c t i c a l  n u r s i n g  

p r o g r a m ,  c o m p l e t e  t h e  t e n t h  g r a d e  o r  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t ,  be a t  l e a s t  1 8 ,  and 

p a s s  a w r i t t e n  exam i s s u e d  by t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  Mos t  LPN ' s  

wo rk  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be s u p e r v i s e d  by a 

R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e .  They a r e  shown a s  g r e e n  d o t s  on  th e  map. P r a c t i c a l  

n u r s e s  a r e  exempt  f r o m  s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  i f  emn! 'ed by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

G o ve rnmen t  p u r s u a n t  t o  A5 0 8 . 6 8 . 4 0 0 , 1 ) .



R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s

A t  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y ,  t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

L i c e n s i n g  r e p o r t e d  2 , 2 8 3  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  l i c e n s e d  and r e s i d i n g  i n  A l a s k a .  

D a ta  on t h o ; e  c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c i n g  w e r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  To q u a l i f y  a s  an 

RN on e  m u s t  c o m p l e t e  h i g h  s c h o o l  o r  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t ,  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  an 

a c c r e d i t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  n u r s i n g  s c h o o l ,  and p a s s  ar, exam i s s u e d  by t h e  

S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  N u r s i n g .  T h e i r  t r a i n i n g  i s  mo re  t e c h n i c a l  t h an  f o r  L P N ' s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  ana tom  p h y s i o l o g y ,  and more  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s .  The map 

shows RN 's  w i t h  r e d  d o t s .  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s  a r e  exempt  f r o m  s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e  

i f  em p lo y e d  by the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Gove rnmen t  p u r s u a n t  t o  AS 0 8 . 6 8 . 4 0 0 ( 1 ) .  

P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  Academy o f  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  t h e r e  a r e  

6 6  P h y : , i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  i n  A l a s k a .  The A l a s k a  S t a t e  M ed i c a l  B o a r d  i s  

w r i t i n g  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  l i c e n s i n g  r e g u ' a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  PA 's  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

P u r s u a n t  t o  AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 1 0 7 ,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  q u a l i ­

f i c a t i o n s ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s ,  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a u t h o r i z e d  

and t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  o r  t r a i n i n g  p h y s i c i a n .  U n t i l  

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  p r o m u l g a t e d ,  no m a n d a t o r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  PA 's  

e x i s t s .  When t n e y  a r e  p r o m u l g a t e d ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  

w1M have  a l i s t i n g  o f  the. PA 's  i n  A l a s k a .  The 6 6  P h y s i c i a n  A s s i s t a n t s  

l i s t e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e  l e p r e s e n t e d  by b l u e  t r i a n g l e s .



OVERLAY II

From i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  by t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and 

L i c e n s i n g ,  DH3S, 26  h o s p i t a l s  i n  A l a s k a  w e r e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r .  O f  t h e s e ,  

s e v e n  a r e  U n i t e d  S t a t e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  and two a r e  m i l i t a r y .

Se ven  o f  t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  n u r s i n g  homes ,  b u t  w e r e  n o t  w i t h  

t h e  n u r s i n g  homes t o  a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n .  H o s p i t a l s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 

r e d  s q u a r e s  on t h e  map.

N u r s i n g  Homes

E x c l u d i n g  t h e  s e v e n  h o s p i t a l s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h ,  

t h e r e  a r e  f o u r  n u r s i n g  homes i n  A l a s k a :  A n ch o r a g e  has  tw o ;  Seward  and

F a i r b a n k s  h a v e  one  e a c h .  N u r s i n g  homes a r e  shown on t h e  map a s  b l u e

s q u a r e s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f r c m  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  and L i c e n s i n g ,  

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  anc S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .

La b o r a t o r i e s

T h e r e  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  24  l a b s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Tho se  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n

h o s p i t a l s  w e r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d ,  t o  a v o i d  d u p l i c a t i o n .  D a ta  w e r e  o b t a i n e d

f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i  n o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  DHSS. Labs  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 

o r a  e t r i a n g l e s  on t h e  map.

D i a g n o s t i c  F a c i l i t i e s

O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n t e n t  0 1  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  was t o  be a " c a t c h - a l l "  f o r  

a n y t h i n g  a c c i d e n t l y  l e f t  o u t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  I t  was u s ed  f o r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  

f a c i l i t i e s  su ch  a s  t h e  B r e a s t  C a n c e r  D e t e c t i o n  C e n t e r  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  t h e  

K i d n e y  Mach in e  C e n t e r  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  t h e  h e a l t h  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  t h e  An ch o r a g e  B l o o d  B a n k ,  and t h e

Hospitals
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h e a l t h  c e n t e r  i n  A n ch o r a g e  r u n  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  t o  name a f ew .

A l s o ,  c o m m un i c a t i v e  d i s o r d e r s  c l i n i c s  a r e  c o u n t e d  a s  d i a g n o s t i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

T h i s  was a c a t e g o r y  o r i g i n a l l y ,  and  l a t e r  was combined  w i t h  d i a g n o s t i c  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  p r i n t - o u t  map. T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  c o m m un i c a t i v e  d i s o r d e r s  

c l i n i c s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f f e r i n g  s e r v i c e s  such  a s  h e a r i n g  t e s t s ,  h e a r i n g  

a i d  f i t t i n g s ,  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  s p e e c h  and h e a r i n g  im p a i rm e n t s ,  

and d i a g n o s i s  and t r e a t m e n t  o f  o t i t i s  m e d i a .  T h i s  g r o u p  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  

by g r e e n  s q u a r e s  on t h e  map. T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  v a r i o u s  

s o u r c e s .  They i n c l u d e  t h e  D i r e c t o r y  o f  Human S e r v i c e  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g en c y ,  t h e  House HESS f i l e s ,  and 

t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  F o r  more  s p e c i f i c s ,  one  

m u s t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c o d i n g  s h e e t s  and  c o d e  e x p l a n a t i o n  b o o k .

D o c t o r s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M ed i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  551 

p h y s i c i a n s  i n  A l a s k a .  O f  t h e s e ,  3 6 0  a r e  in  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e ,  74  a r e  

w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  8 6  a r e  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,

12  a r e  w ' c h  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  ( s j c h  a s  FAA, N a t i v e  H e a l t h  C o r p s ,

e t c . ) ,  and 19  a r e  w i t h  t h t  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  B e s i d e s  t h e  S t a ^ e  M ed i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i a n a l  L i c e n s i n g  was used  a s  a d a t a  

s o u r c e .  When known, a p h y i i c i a n ' r s p e c i a l t y  h a s  be en  c o d e d ,  b u t  fch i s  i s  

n o t  r e f l e c t e d  on e i t h e r  t h e  map o r  th»  p r i n t - o u t .  The o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  i s  

f o r  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  The se  d o c t o r s  w e r a  p l a c e d  i n  a s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r y  and 

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  s e c t i o n  f o r  o v e r l a y  t h r e e .  O range  d o t s  we re  

u s e d  f o r  d o c t o r s  on  t h e  map. P u r s u a n t  t o  AS 0 8 . 6 4 . 3 7 0 .  p h y s i c i a n s

em p lo y e d  by e i t h e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o r  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e

a r e  e x emp t  f r o m  s t a t e  l i c e n s u r e .
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------------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------

P h a rm a c i s t s

The D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  l i  ‘•s 157  l i c e n s e d  

p h a r m a c i s t s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  n o t  known how many o f  t h e s e  a r e  p r a c ­

t i c i n g .  A t l e a s t  on e  p h a rm a c i s t  e x i s t s  i n  e v e r y  p l a c e  t h e r e  i s  a 

pha rmacy  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  b u t  n o t  v i c e  v e r s a .  P h a rm a c i s t s  a r e  shown a s  

b l u e  d o t s  on t h e  map. P h a r m a c i s t s  emp lo y ed  i n  f e d e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  

ex emp t  f r o m  l i c e n s u r e  p u r s u a n t  t o  AS 0 8 . 8 0 . 4 7 5 .
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OVERLAY III

Commun ity  M en t a l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s

T h e r e  a r e  20  Community Men ta l  H e a l t h  C e n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

W i t h  an  em pha s i s  on s e r v i n g  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  c e n t e r s  o f f e r  a w ide  

r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  o u t p a t i e n t  c a r e ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  f o l l o w - u p  a f t e r  

t r e a t m e n t ,  c r i s i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  p l a n n i n g ,  and c o n s u l t a t i o n .

The f o c u s  on t h e s e  c e n t e r s  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  a 

l o c a l  l e v e l ,  m i n im i z i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a t  A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  

I n s t i t u t e .  A l s o ,  some p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a r e  n o t  s e r i o u s  and can  be 

e a s i l y  t r e a t e d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  Th e s e  c e n t e r s  a p p e a r  a s  o r a n g e  

s q u a r e s  on t h e  map. T h i s  d a t a  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M en t a l  

H e a l t h  and D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  DHSS.

F a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  M e n t a l l y  111 & D e v e l o p m e n t a l ^  D i s a b l e d

In  A l a s k a ,  t h e r e  i s  on e  i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t y  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l  

and t h r e e  i n - p a t i e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .

A l a s k a  P s y c h i a t r i c  I n s t i t u t e  i s  an i n - p a t i e n t  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r  l o c a t e d  

i n  A n c h o r a g e .  I t  i s  owned and o p e r a t e d  by t i ie  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  Though 

i t s  ma in  p u r p o s e  i s  f o r  t h e  m e n t a l l y  i l l ,  AP I d o e s  t r e a t  some r e t a r d e d  

i n d i v i d u a l s .  The S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  owns and o p e r a t e s  H a r b o r v n w  D e v e l o p ­

men t  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  d i s a b l e d .  I n c l u d e d  a r e  t h e  m e n t a l l y  

r e t a r d e d ,  t h o s e  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  s e v e r e  c e r e b r a l  p a l s y ,  e p i l e p s y ,  o r  

a u t i s m ,  o r  a n y  c o n d i t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  i n  im p a i rm e n t  o f  g e n e r a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

f u n c t i o n i n g ,  a f f e c t i n g  a p e r s o n ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  f u n c t i o n  n o r m a l l y  i n  s o c i e t y .  

H a r b o r v i e w ' s  s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d e  v o c a t i o n a l - o c c u p a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  

and p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p y ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  and ™ e c 1 a l  e d u c a t i o n .
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H a r b o r v i e w  i s  i n  V a l d e z ,  A l a s k a .  The two a d d i t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

r e t a r d e d  a r e  i n  A n c h o r a g e .  Hope C o t t a g e s  o p e r a t e s  two r e s i d e n t i a l  

| f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l ^  d i s a b l e d  c h i l d r e n .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  h o s p i t a l s

w i l l  a c c e p t  p s y c h i a t r i c  p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  t h e y  do s o  r e l u c t a n t l y  a s  t h e y  a * e  

n o t  o f f i c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s .  T h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  a~e r e p r e s e n t e d  by 

g r e e n  t r i a n g l e s  on t h e  map. I n f o r m a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  M en t a l  H e a l t h  & D e v e l o p m e n t a l  D i s a b i l i t i e s .

P s y c h i a t r i s t s

P s y c h i a t r i s t s  a r e  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  i n  p s y c h i a t r y .  

T h e r e  a r e  3 0  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  i n  A l a s k a ,  c o n c e n t r a t e d  *n t h e  An cho rag e  

a r e a .  They  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  map by p u r p l e  d o t s .  Da ta  we re  o b t a i n e d  

f r om  th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M ed i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

L i c e n s i n g .

D e n t i s t s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a s u r v e y  c o n d u c t e d  by t^ e  A l a s k a  D e n t a l  S o c i e t y  i n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e r e  a r e  2 2 0  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  in  A l a s k a .  They a r e  

shown on  t h e  map a s  brown t r i a n g l e s .  O c c u p a t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  has  3 7 0  

l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,  w i t h  2 2 8  l i s t i n g  A l a s k a n  a d d r e s s e s .

O p t o m e t r i s t s

A c c o r d i n g  t o  b o t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  and t h e  

& A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h e r e  a r e  2 5  l i c e n s e d  o p t o m e t r i s t s  in

A l a s k a .  O p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d  t o  e x am in e ,  

d i a g n o s e  and t r e a t  c o n d i t i o n s  o r  im p a i rm e n t s  o f  m e  v i s i o n  s y s t em .

Though common ly  known a s  " d o c t o r s " ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  n o t  m e d i c a l  d o c t o r s .  

( M . D . ' s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y  a r e  o p h t h a l m o l o g i s t s ) . Hov /eve r ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s
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do r e c e v ' j  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a f t e r  a 

minimum o f  two y e a r s  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  c o l l e g e  s t u d y .  By A l a s k a n  s t a t u t e  

(AS 0 D . 7 2 . 3 0 0 ) ,  o p t o m e t r i s t s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  d i a g n o s e  o p t i c a l  d e f i c i e n c i e s  

o r  d e f o r m i t i e s ,  p r e s c r i b e  o r  a p p l y  l e n s e s ,  p r i s m s ,  o r  o c u l a r  e x e r c i s e s  

f o "  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  o r  r e l i e f  o f  t h e  human e y e .  They  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by 

p u r p l e  t r i a n g l e s  on  t h e  map.

D i s p e n s i n g  O p t i c i a n s

The D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  l i s t s  4 3  l i c e n s e d  o p t i c i a n s  

i n  A l a s k a .  T h e i r  w o r k  i n c l u d e s  p r e p a r i n g  and d i s p e n s i n g  l e n s e s ,  s p e c t a c l e s ,  

e y e g l a s s e s ,  o r  a r t i f i c i a l  e y e s  t o  i n t e n d e d  w e a r e r s  on  w r i t t e n  p r e s c r i p ­

t i o n s  f r o m  p h y s i c i a n s  o r  o p t o m e t r i s t s  (AS 0 8 . 7 1 . 2 4 0 . ( 3 ) ) .  I n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  t h e  p a t i e n t  has  t o  go  t o  e i t h e r  an o p t o m e t r i s t  o r  an o p h t h a l m o l o ­

g i s t  t o  g e t  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  g l a s s e s  o r  c o n t a c t  l e n s e s ,  and t h e  d i s ­

p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n  f i l l s  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n .  D i s p e n s i n g  o p t i c i a n s  a r e  shown 

a s  r e d  t r i a n g l e s  on t h e  map.

A u d i o l o g i s t s

T h e r e  a r e  15 a u d i o l o g i s t s  i n  A l a s k a ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  a r e  p r a c t i c i n g .  

I n f o r m a t i o n  was o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  Speech  and H e a r i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  no l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a u d i o l o g i s t s .  (H ow e v e r ,  l i c e n s i n g  

l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p e n d i n g . )  A u d i o l o g i s t s 1 wo rk  i n c l u d e s  a p p l y i n g  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  m e t h o d s ,  and p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  m e a su r em en t ,  t e s t i n g ,  e v a l u a ­

t i o n ,  p r e d i c t i o n ,  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  c o u n s e . t n g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  and r e h a b i l i t a ­

t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  h e a r i n g  and d i s o r d e r s  o f  h e a r i n g .  T h i s  s p e c i a l t y  r e q u i r e s  

a g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e .  A u d i o l o g i s t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by  y e l l o w  d o t s  on t h e  

map.
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The d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a v e  a v a r i e t y  o f  u s e s .  T h e r e  

a r e  numerous  s p e c i a l i t i e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be l i s t e d  i r ,  a c om pu t e r  p r i n t - o u t .

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  we wanted t o  know how many p e d i a t r i c i a n s  t h e r e  w e r e  

in  S o u t h e a s t e r n  A l a s k a ,  we c o u l d  o b t a i n  a p r i n t - o u t  o f  t h a t  c a t e y o r y ,  w i t h  

t h e  p r o p e r  c om pu t e r  p r o g r am .  I n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  c o n c e r n . n g  n o t  o n l y  

s p e c i a l t i e s ,  b u t  g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n s  and s p e c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  f a c i l i t i e s .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a s  c o m p l e t e  a s  o t h e r s ,  b u t  i t  can 

a lw a y s  

be e x p a n d e d .

The D ep a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  may be e l i g i b l e  t o  

r e c e i v e  f e d e r z l  f u n d s  t o  c o l l e c t  s t a t i s t i c s  on h e a l t n  r e s o u r c e s  and 

f a c i l i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h i s  C o o p e r a t i v e  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s  S y s tem  i s  

p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  1 9 74  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  R e s e a r c h ,  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s ,  

and M ed i c a l  L i b r a r i e s  Ac t  -  P u b l i c  Law 9 3 - 6 4 1 .  Many o f  t h e  h e a l t h  o c c u ­

p a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  p r o g r am  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u r v e y .  D e n t a l  

h y g i e n i s t s ,  p h y s i c a l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  n u r s i n g  nome a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  c h i r o ­

p r a c t o r s ,  p o d i a t r i s t s ,  and v e t e r i n a r i a n s  w i l l  a l s o  be i n c l u d e d .  I n  

S e p tem be r  o f  1 9 7 6 ,  4 5  . . a t e s  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e s  o f  

d a t a  c o l l e c t i n g .  S t a t e  H e a l t h  S t a t i s t i c s  C e n t e r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  h e a l t h  

d e p a r tm e n t  o f  a s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  To be a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  p r o g r am  t h e  

c e n t e r  mus t  mee t s p e c i f i c  c r i t e r i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t i m e l y  

r e l i a b l e  and c o m p r e h e n s i v e  d a t a ,  u s e  a c c e p t a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a b i l i t y ,  and 

e s t a b l i s h  p l a n s  f o r  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n .

I t  i s  my r e c o i rm en d a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  

be s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  

t h e y  wan t  i t  and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u l d  be o f  some b e n e f i t  t o  them.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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T h i s  p r o j e c t  has f u t u r e  p o t e n t i a l  and c o u l d  be u s e f u l  f o r  a number 

o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and p u r p o s e s .  The d e s i g n  f o r  t h i s  d a t a  b a s e  has been 

s e t  up and c o u l d  e a s i l y  be u p d a t e d ,  a n nu a l  i ' ,  . i i - a n n u a l l y ,  o r  on ce  

e v e r y  two y e a r s .
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3 .  The ke ypunched  d a t a  c a r d s  i n  t h r e e  b o x e s  i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .

4 .  A c om pu te r  p r i n t - o u t ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  l i s t e d  by e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t

w i t h  amounts  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  and p r o f e s s i o n s  t a b u l a t e d  -  l o c a t e d  

i n  House HESS d u r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  and L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .

5 .  A c o d i n g  n o t e b o o k ,  w i t h  c o d e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  and s o u r c e s  -  l o c a t e d  

i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .

6 .  A n j t e b o o k  w i t h  p r o j e c t  c o r r e s p o n d e '  e ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e t c .  

l o c a t e d  i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .

7 .  A c om pu t e r  g e n e r a t e d  d a t a  t a p e ,  T 0 1 - 3 1 D -H R E P ( * 3 9 4 5 - 4 )  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  t a p e  l i b r a r y ,  due t o  e x p i r e  

J a n u a r y ,  1 9 8 0 .

8 .  The d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t a p e  g e n e r a t i o n  and f o r m a t i n g  -  

l o c a t e d  i n  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h .
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