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Criminal sponsor: Health, Education and
Social Services Committee

Offered: 4/9/81
Referred: Judiciary

BY TrIK HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE TILL NO. 1.14 (HESS)

I” THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TTELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A RILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of optometry."

BE IT EHAC7FI) BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A :

* Section 1, AS 08.72,050 is  amended try adding a new paragraph to read*

(6) prescribing educational requirements which a person 

licensed under this chapter T'Utst meet to obtain an endorsement to M s  

license, authorizing him to use diagnostic drugs and prescribe require­

ments For continuing education in the use of diagnostic drugs,

* Sec. 2, AS C M 72 is amended by adding a net? section to read:

Sec. 03.72.061. BOARD ENDORSEREOT OF R R U O S . (a) A person

licensed under this chapter may use a diagnostic drug of 3 strength

permitted by regulation o'R the Department of Health and Social Services 

if

(1) he has satisfied educational requirements established by 

the b o a r d  dealing with the use of diagnostic drugs; and

(2) be has received an endorsement by the board to his 

license authorizing bin to use diagnostic drugs.

(b) An endorsement to a license authorizing the use of diagnostic 

drugs by an optometrist shall lapse unless the optometrist satisfies 

requirements established by the board for continuing education in the 

use of diagnostic drugs,

* Sec. 3. AS 03.72 is amended by adding n e w  sections to read:

Sec. 08.72.284. USE OF PROFESSIONAL TITLE, A person licensed

under this chapter may not in writing use the title "Dr." or "Doctor” 

as a prefix to his nane without using "optometrist" as a suffix to his

-1- CSSE 1 3 6 (HESS)
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n-»tie or in. connection with the title. The board may revoke or suspend 

the licence of a verson. who violates this section.

Sec. OS.72.£86. REFERRAL TO OTHER MEDICAL SPECIALISTS. If. 

during an examination of a patient or following an examination of a 

patient, a licenser1 optometrist ascertains the possible existence of a 

pathological condition, the optometrist shall notify tbc . ationt and 

refer the patient to « health care practitioner for further evaluation. 

The board m a y  revoke or ruspend the license of a person who violates 

this section.

* See. A. Sec. 08.72.280 is amended by adding a new subsection to read;

(b) A person may not use a drug in the practice of optometry 

unless authorised under AS H8.72.061.

* Sec. S. AS 08.72.200(2) is amended to read;

(2) "optometry" is the examination [, OTHER THAN P.Y THE USE 

OF DRUCS,] of the human eyes and the visual system for the purpose of 

ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the status of 

the human visual system, including refractive and functional abilities, 

or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other departure 

from the normal which requires referral to other health care p r a c t i­

tioners; or the diagnosis of an optical deficiency or deformity, visual 

or muscular anomaly of the human evej_ T,} or the prescription or app l i­

cation of lenses, prisms ox ocular exercises for the correction or 

relief of the human eye;

* See. 6, AS 08.72.300(3) in amended to read;

(3) "practicing optometry" is an examination [, OTHER THAU 

IVY THE USE OF DRUGS,] of the human ayes and visual S3/stem for the 

purnose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the 

status of the human visual system, including refractive and functional 

abilities, or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other

-2- CSSB 1 3 6 (HESS)
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departure from the normal vThich requires referral to other health care 

p r a c t i t i o n e r s ; or the diagnosis of an optical deficiency or deformity, 

visual or nuacular anomaly of the human eyej_ f,1 or the prescription of

lenses, prisms or ocular exercises for the correction or relief of the 

human eyej^ r, 1 or the holding of oneself out as being able to do so;

* Sec. 7. AS 08.7.7.300 I p amended Ivy adding a new subsection to rend;

(7) ’’diagnostic d r u g” means a cycloplegic, mydriatic, or 

topical anesthetic which is listed in the official United States P h a r­

macopoeia or a supplement to it, or in the official National Formulary 

or a supplement to it.

* Sec. 8. AS Of?..72 ir, amended by addinc* a nevr section to read;

ARTICLE 5. MISCELLANEOUS PUOVISIOKS.

Sec. 00.72.350. DISPENSING CERTAIN DRUGS TO OPTOMETRISTS. N o t­

withstanding other provisions of law, a cyclonlegic, mydriatic,, nr 

topical anesthetic listed in the official United States Pharmacopoeia 

or a supplement to it, or in the official National E o r m’lary or a 

supplement to it m a y  he dispensed to an optometrist if he has an 

endorsement to his license in accordance with AC 08.72.272 authorizing 

the use of diagnostic drugs. The Department of Health and Social 

Services shall establish by regulation the maximum strength of rx diag­
nostic drug identified under AS 03.72.300(7) which na-,r he -used in the 

practice of ontometrv.

-3- CSS” 1 3 6 (HESS)



Introduced: 2/3/81
Referred: Health, Eddcation &
Social Services and Judiciary

1 T H E  HEALTH, EDUCATION AHD 
IH THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

SENATE RILL HO. 13(3

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST 5IESSI07T

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act* relating to the practice of op tore try, and

authorising the use cf ophthalmic drugs by o p t o m e­

trists ."

BE IT ENACTED j'Y THE LEGISLATURE GF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1, AS 08,72.300(2) is amended to read:

(2) "optometry" is the examination r, OTHER THAU BY THE USE 

OF DRUGS,] of the human eyes and the visual system for the purpose cf 

ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the status of 

the human visual system, including refractive and functional abilities,

or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other departure

✓

from the normal which may require [REQUIEFF] referral to other health 

care practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical deficiency or de­

formity , visual or muscular anomaly of the Hunan eyej_ T,] or the p r e­

scription or application of lenses, prisms or ocular e x e r c i s e s , or other 

procedures taught by schools and colleges of optometry for the cor r e c­

tion or relief of the human eye;

* Sec, 2. AG 08.72.300(3) is amended to read:

(3) "practicing optometry" is an examination [, OTHER THAU 

BY THE USE OF D R U G S , ] of the human eyes and visual system for the

purpose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the

status of the human visual system, including refractive, and functional 

abilities, or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other 

departure lroT.i the normal which may require (REQUIRES] referral to 

other health care practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical defi-

-1- SB 136
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ciency or deformity, visual or muscular anomaly of the human eyej^ [,] 

or the prescription or application of lenses, prisms or ocular exer­

cises , or other procedures taught by schools and colleges of optometry 

for the correction or relief of the human eycj_ [, 3 or the holding of 

oneself out as being able to do so;

* Sec. 3. AS OP,.72 is amended by adding a nei> section to read:

Sec. O S . 72.277. USE OF DPUG3. A person ray not use a drug, in the 

practice of optonetry, except that a person licensed under this chapter 

T.iay use an ophthalmic drug if

(1) the. drug has been identified as an ophthalmic drug by 

regulation of the board;

(2) he has completed courses and clinical experience in the 

use of ophthalmic drugs approved by the board and offered by a rec o g­

nised school or college of opton.etry, and has passed a test given by 

the school or college in the use of ophthalmic drugs;

(3) he has passed an examination on the pharmacology of 

ophthalmic drugs given by the board; and

(A) he has received an endorsement by the hoard to bis 

registration certificate authorizing hint to use ophthalmic drugs and 

specifying restrictions or* their use, .if any.

* Sec. A, AS 17.15.01C is amended by adding a n o w  subsection to read:

(l>) Notwithstanding (a) of this section, an ophthalmic drug 

identified by regular.ion of the board of Examiners in Optometry may be 

sold, given awny, bartered, exchanged, or distributed upon the written, 

order or prescription of an optometrist who is authorized tc use the 

drug as provided in AS 08.72.277.

* bee. 5. AS 17.15.030 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) AS 17.15.010 and 17.15.020 do not apply to the sale at w h o l e­

sale by drug jobbers, drug wholesalers and drug manufacturers, or at

-2-
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retail in a pharmacy by a pharo'acist, of an ophthalmic drug identified 

by regulation of the Board of Examiners in Optometry to an optometrist 

v;hc is authorized to use the drug as provided in AS 08.72.277. AS 3 7.- 

15.010 and 17.15.020 do not apply to the sale of an ophthalmic drug 

identified by regulation of the Board of Examiners in Optometry by one 

optometrist authorized to use the ophthalmic drug to another optometrist 

authorized to use the drug.

c o py -3- y s  &



FISCAL NOTE

T H E  LEGISLATURE 01- T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A
T W E L F T H  LEGISLATURE

CS for Senate Bill No. 136 (HESS)
R E Q U E S T

Bill/Resolution No._  _______ _________________ _____________
Title "An Act relating to the practice of optoinetrv and a u t h o rising the use of ophthalmic 

Requestcd bv C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  Date 4/7/81

drugs by optometrists."

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected' Public Health/Division of Public Health

B R U ,  Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Family Health A d m i n i stration

(Note: If m o r e  than one budget component is affected, separate !ine-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  8 1 F Y  8 2 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 .FY 86

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0 0 0 0 0 0

200 T R A V E L 0 1.5 0 0 0 0

300 C O N T R A C T U A L  .. . . 0 19.2 0 0 0 0

400 C O M M O D I T I E S 0 0 0 0 0 0

500 E Q U I P M E N T 0 0 0 0 0 0

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S 0 - 0 0 0 0 0

700 G R A N T S .  C L A I M S .  ETC. 0 0 0 0 0 0

T O T A L
20.7

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 20.7 0 0 0 0

F E D E R A L  F U N D S 0 0 0 0 0 0

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S  

F U L L  T I M E 0 0 0 0 0 0

P A R T  T i M E 0 0 0 0 0 0

T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

line 300 - The Department of Law advised us to use a sum of $80/hr. for a contract 

attorney.

$80/hr. x 40 hr./wk. x 6 wk. = $19,200.

The funding is to p r o vide for contracting with a p r i vate attorney to draft the 
p roposed regulation. As part o f  the process, the contract attorney will work 

in co n j u n c t i o n  with designated representatives from the fields of optometry 

and o p h t h a m o l o g y . We will fund the travel and p e r  diem at state rates for the 

individuals to come to Juneau. After the proposed regulations are drafted, they 

will be h a n dled as p er the "Drafting Manual for Admi n i s t r a t i v e  Regulations" with 

p ublic hearings to be held at key locations around the state.

IV. D A T E 4/7/81 . P R E P A R E D  B Y  David Bruce________________________________
A G E N C Y  Department of Health and Social Services
P H O N E . 4 6 S - 5 P 9 0Original: Legislative Finance

cc: Budget and Management
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) M&B Approval

33-001 (Rev. 12/8 0
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CSSB 136 (Finance)
REQUEST
Bill/Resolution N o .   ____________________________________________________________
Title An Act relating to the practice of optometry: and providing fnr an pffpct.ivp Hato 
Requested  hv Senate Finance Committee  Da te  ______________

THE LEGISLATURE O F  T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A
T W E L F T H  LEGI S L A T U R E

FISCAL NOTE

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Commerce & Economic Development 

Program Category Affectcd_ Public Protection
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Regulation & licensing of professions; admin & boards 
(Note: If more than one budge t  c om pon en t  is affected, sepa ra te Iine-item am oun t s  and funding for each 

componen t in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 8 4 FY .85 . FY 86
100 PERSONA 1. SERVICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
?00 TRAVEL -0- 3.4 -0- -0- -0- -0-
300 CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -U- -0-
400 COMMODITIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -U- -0-
500 EQUIPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
600 LAND & STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. E T C -0- -0- -0- -0- 1 -0-

- . _n J
TOTA L -0- 3.4 -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dollars)

G F N FR A I  FUND -0- 3.4 -0- -0- -0- -0-
FED ER A L  FUNDS
OTHER (Snecifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS 

FULL  TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS {Sec Fiscal Note Prepa ra t ion Ins t ructions,  Sect ion III)

TRAVEL - FY182 Only. 
1 additional meeting of Board of Examiners in Optometry (5 members & 
2 departmental support staff),to be held in conjunction with a 
scheduled State Medical Board meeting in order to formulate proposed 
list of generic drugs and continuing education requirements; 2 days 
in Anchorage 

2 public hearings on proposed list of generic drugs and continuing 
education requirments; 2 board members and 1 departmental staff; 
1 day each, Anchorage and Fairbanks

IV. DA I E June 13, 1981 PREPARED RV Mapflfe Odland, Regulations Specialist
A GE NC Y  Division of Occupational Licensing________
PHONE 465-2535 _

2,400.00

1,000.00 

$ 3,400.00

Original: I legislative Finance
cc; Biulcd ami Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33 001 (Rev. 12/80



O r i g i n a l  sponsor :  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  and
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  Comm it tee

Offered: 4/9/81
Referred: Judiciary

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 136 (HESS)

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL
For an Act  e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  r a c t i c e  o f  o p t om e t r y . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 08.72.050 i s  amended by a dd in g  a new pa rag raph  to read:

(6 ) p r e s c r i b i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r em e n t s  w h i c h  a p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  under t h i s  c h a p t e r  must meet to o b t a i n  an endorsement  to  h i s  

L i c e n se  a u t h o r i z i n g  h im  to use d i a g n o s t i c  drugs and p r e s c r i b e  r e q u i r e ­

ments f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  th e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .

*  Sec .  2. AS 08.72 i s  amended by a d d in g  a new s e c t i o n  to  read :

Sec . 08.72.061. BOARD ENDORSEMENT OF DRUGS. (a) A pe rson

l i c e n s e d  under t h i s  c h a p t e r  may use a d i a g n o s t i c  drug o f  a s t r e n g t h

p e rm i t t e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the  Department o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  

i f

(1) he has s t i s f i e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e q u i r em e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

the  board d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  drugs; and

(2 ) he has r e c e i v e d  an endorsement by the  board to  h i s  

l i c e n s e  a u t h o r i z i n g  h im  to  use d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .

(b; An endorsement to  a l i c e n s e  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  

drugs by an o p t o m e t r i s t  s h a l l  l a p s e  u n l e s s  the  o p t o m e t r i s t  s a t i s f i e s  

r e q u i r em e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by the  board f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i n  the  

use o f  d i a g n o s t i c  d r u g s .
* Sec .  3. AS 08.72 i s  amended by a d d in g  new s e c t i o n s  to  read:

Sec . 08.72.284. USE OF PROFESSIONAL T ITLE .  A pe rson  l i c e n s e d
unde r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  may n o t  i n  w r i t i n g  use the  t i t l e  "D r ."  o r  "Doctor"  
as a p r e f i x  to h i s  name w i t h o u t  u s i n g  " o p t om e t r i s t "  as a s u f f i x  to  h i s

-1- CSSB 136(HESS)



name or in connection wit h  the title. The board m a y  revoke or suspend 

the license of a person who violates this section.

Sec. 08.72.286. REFERRAL TO OTHER MEDICAL SPECIALISTS. If, 

during an examination of a patient or following an examination of a 

patient, a licensed o p t o m etrist a s c e rtains the possible existence of a 

p a t hological condition, the o p t o m e t r i s t  shall n otify the patient and 

refer the patient to a health care p r a c t i t i o n e r  for further evaluation. 

The board may revoke or suspeno the license of a p erson who violates 

this section.

* Sec. 4. Sec. 08.72.280 is amended b y  a dding a n ew subsection to read:

(b) A person may not use a drug in the practice of opt o m e t r y  

unless authorized under AS 08.72.061.

* Sec. 5. A.. J8.72.300(2) is a m e nded to read:

(2) "optometry" is the e x a m i n a t i o n  [, OTHER THAN BY THE USE 

OF DRUGS.,] of the human eyes and the visual s ystem for the purpose of 

a s c e r t a i n i n g  a departure from the normal, ascertaining the status of 

the h-.man visual system, i ncluding refractive and functional abilities, 

or a s c ertaining the p r e s e n c e  of o c u l a r  disease anc. any other d e parture 

from the normal which requires referral to ~ther h ealth care p r a c t i­

tioners; or the diagnosis of an optical d e f iciency or deformity, visual 

or muscular anomaly of the hu m a n  eyej_ [,] or the p r escription or a p p l i­

cation of lenses, prisms or o c ular e xercises for the c o r r ection or 

r elief of the human eye;

* Sec. 6. AS 08.72.300(3) is a m e nded to read:

(3) "practicing o p t o m e t r y "  is an examination [, O T H E R  THAN 

BY THE USE OF DRUGS,] of the h u m a n  eyes and visual system for the 

purpose of ascertaining a departure from the normal, ascertaining the 

status of the human visual system, including refractive and functional 

abilities, or a s certaining the presence of ocular disease and any other

-2- GSSB 136(HESS)
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d e parture from the normal w h i c h  requires referral to other h e a l t h  care 

practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical d e f iciency or deformity, 

visual or muscular a n o maly of the h u m a n  eyej_ [,] or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  of

lenses, prisms or ocular exercises for the c o r r ection or r elief of the 

h u m a n  eyej_ [,] or the h o l d i n g  of o n e s e l f  out as being able to do so;

* Sec. 7. AS 08.72.300 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(7) "diagnostic drug" means a cycloplegic, mydriatic, or

topical anesthetic which is listed in the official U nited States P h a r­

mac o p o e i a  or a supplement to it, or in the officia' National Formulary 

or a supplement to it,

* Sec. 8. AS 08.72 is amended b y  adding a new section to read:

ARTICLE 5. M I S C E L L A N E O U S  PROVISIONS.

Sec. 08.72.350. D I S P E N S I N G  C E R T A I N  DRUGS TO OPTOMETRISTS. N o t­

wi t h s t a n d i n g  other provisions of law, a cycloplegic, mydriatic, or 

topical anesthetic listed in the official United States Pharm a c o p o e i a  

or a supplement to it, or in the official National Formular> or a 

supplement to it may be d i spensed to an optometrist if he has an 

endors e m e n t  to his license in a c c o r d a n c e  with AS 08.72.272 a u t h o r i z i n g  

the use of diagnostic drugs. The Department of H e alth and Social 

Services shall e s tablish hv r e g u l a t i o n  the m a x i m u m  strength of a d i a g­

nostic drug identified uuoer AS 08.72.300(7) wh i c h  may be used in the 

practice of optometry.

-3- CSSB 136(HESS)



B Y  THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND
IN T HE SENATE S OCIAL SERVICES C OMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 136 

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S SION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the practice of optometry, and

authorizing the use of o p h t halmic drugs by o p t o m e­

trists ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section i. AS 08.72.300(2) is amended to read:

(2) "optometry" is the ex a m i n a t i o n  (, OTHER THA N  BY THE USE 

OF DRUGS,] of the human eyes and the visual system for the purpose of 

ascert a i n i n g  a departure fr o m  the normal, a s certaining the status of 

the h u m a n  visual system, including refractive and functional abilities, 

or ascert a i n i n g  the presence of ocular disease and any other depa r t u r e  

from the normal which may require [REQUIRES] referral to other h e a l t h  

care practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical deficiency or d e­

formity, visual or muscular a n o m a l y  of the hu m a n  eyej_ [,] or the p r e­

scription or a pplication of lenses, prisms or ocular e x e r c i s e s , or other 

procedures taught by schools and colleges of o ptometry for the c o r r e c­

tion or relief of the human eye;

* Sec. 2. AS 08.72.300(3) is amended to read:

(3) "practicing op t o m e t r y "  is an e xamination [, OTHER T H A N  

B Y  THE USE OF DRUGS,] of the human eyes and visual system for tne

purpose of a s certaining a departure from the normal, a s certaining the

status of the human visual system, including refractive and functional 

abilities, or ascertaining the presence of ocular disease and any other 

d e parture from the normal which may require [REQUIRES] referral to 

other h e a l t h  care practitioners; or the diagnosis of an optical defi-

- 1" SB 136

Introduced: 2/3/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Judiciary



ciency or deformity, visual or musc u l a r  a n o m a l y  of the hu m a n  eyej_ [,] 

or the p r e s c r i p t i o n  or a p p l i cation of lenses, prisms or ocular e x e r­

cises , 07.* other p r o cedures taught b y  schools and colleges of optometry 

for the co r r e c t i o n  or r elief of the h u m a n  eyej_ [, ] or the holding of 

o n e s e l f  out as being able to do so;

Sec. 3. AS 08.7?. is amended by adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 08.72.277. USE 0? DRUGS. A p e r s o n  may not use a drug in the 

practice of optometry, except that a p e r s o n  licensed under this chapter 

m a y  use an ophthalmic drug if

(1) the drug has b e e n  id e n t i f i e d  as an ophthalmic drug by 

r e g u l a t i o n  of the board;

(2) he has completed courses and clinical experience in the 

use of oph t h a l m i c  drugs approved by the board and offered by a r e c o g­

nized school or college of optometry, and has p assed a test given by 

the school or college in the use of o p h t halmic drugs;

(3) he has passed an e x a m i n a t i o n  on the p h a r m a c o l o g y  of 

oph t h a l m i c  drugs given by the board; and

(4) he has recedved an endors e m e n t  b y  the board to his 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  ce r t i f i c a t e  au t h o r i z i n g  h i m  to use ophthalmic drugs and 

s p e c i f y i n g  restrictions on their use, if any.

Sec. 4. AS 17.15.010 is amended by a dding a n e w  subsection to read:
I

(b) Notwiths t a n d i n g  (a) of this section, an ophthalmic drug 

i d e ntified by r e g u l a t i o n  of the Board of Examiners in Opt o m e t r y  may be 

sold, g i v e n  away, bartered, exchanged, or d i s t r ibuted u p o n  the written 

order or p r e s c r i p t i o n  of an o p t o m e t r i s t  who is authorized to use the 

drug as prov i d e d  in AS 08.72.277.

Sec. 5. AS 17.15.030 is amended b y  adding a n ew subsection to read:

(b) AS 17.15.010 and 1 7.15.020 do not ap p l y  to the sale at w h o l e­

sale by drug jobbers, drug wh o l e s a l e r s  and dru g  manufacturers, or at
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retail in a phar m a c y  by a pharmacist, of an ophthalmic drug identified 

by reg u l a t i o n  of the Board of Examiners in Opto m e t r y  to an o ptometrist 

who is authorized to use the drug as provided in AS 08.72.277. AS 17.- 

15.010 and 17.15.020 do not apply to the sale of an ophthalmic drug 

i d e n tified by r e g u lation of the Board of Examiners in O p t o m e t r y  by one 

o ptome t r i s t  authorized to use the ophthalmic drug to another optome t r i s t  

au t h orized to use the drug.



/

J A Y  S .  H A M M O N D .  G O V E R N O R

i

D E P T .  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  S E R I  I C E S  j

OFFICC OF THE COMMISSIONER j

/ POUCH HOI
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99311
PHONE: 4 65-3 030

Docum

The Honorable Dick Eliason 
Alaska State Senate 
State of Alaska 
Fouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Eliason:

Attached please find the revised fiscal note that you requested 
on the draft committee substitute for SB 136 (Finance). The 
fiscal note was prepared by the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Development. You will note there is significant 
reduction in the figure requested over that attached to the 
Senate HESS Committee Substitute.

We appreciate the opportunity to assist you in this matter.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Deborah E. Behr 
Special Assistant



T H E  LECH Si. A I O R E  (j F
T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

H M A L  IN'U I r.

REQUEST
Bil l/Resolution N o . ___________________________________________________________________
Title^An Act relating to the practice of optonietrv: and nrovidinn fnr an effprtiae rtatP

CSSB 136 (Finance)

Reouested bv Senate Finance Committee

I I .  F I S C A L  D ETA IL
Agency Affected Department of Commerce & Economic Development

Program Category Affected] Public Protection
BRU ,  Program, or Subprograrn(s) Affected Regulation & licencing o f  professions; admin & boards 
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is affected, separate Ii i.e-item amounts  and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXP END ITUR ES  (Thousands o f  Dollars)

I FY  81 | FY  82 | FY  8 3 F Y  8 4 F Y  .85 | . F Y  86

100 PERSONAL  S ERV ICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -o-- 1 -0-
700 TR4VFT -0- 3.4 -0- -0- -0- -0-
300 CONTRACTUAT -0- -0- -0- -0- 1 -u- • -U-
00 CO M M O D IT IE S -0- -0- -0- -0- 1 -U- | -u-

500 EQU IPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- 1 -U- -u-
600 LA N D  & S TRUCTURES -u- -0- -0- -u- 1 -U- -0-
700 GRANTS .  CLA IMS .  ETC. -0- -0- -0- I -0- I -U- -u-

- 1 1 I I
T O T A L -0 - 3.4 -0- -u- -0- -u-

F U N D IN G  (Thousands o f  Dollars)

C F N F R A L  FUND -0- I 3.4 | -0- -0- , -0- ! -0-
F E D E R A L  FUNDS 1 1 1 1
OTHER  CSnecifv Fund Source) 1 1 1

1 1 1 1
1 ____1 ... J '

POSITIONS

FULL  T IM E

1o11o1 -0- , -0- -o- -0-
PART T IM E I
T EM P O RARY 1

111. ANALYS IS  (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section 111)

TRAVEL - FY182 Only.
1 additional meeting of Board of Examiners in Optometry (5 members &
2 departmental support staff),to be held in conjunction with a 
scheduled State Medical Board meeting in order to formulate proposed 
list of generic drugs and continuing education requirements; 2 days 
in Anchorage

2 public hearings on proposed list of generic drugs and continuing 
education requirments; 2 board members and 1 departmental staff;
1 day each, Anchorage and Fairbanks

2,400.00

1,000.00 

$ 3,400.00

IV. D ATE June 13, 1981

Original. I cgis!nti\e Finance
ic: Bn,led and Management

Pjij;iv Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

.J -C
PREPARED BY Ha/cfie udland, Regulations Specialist
A G E N C Y  Division of Occupational Licensing
PHONE _  465-2535______________

V . ' (Rev. 1 2/30



Fisc: \  I, NOTIv

TUI; I I (ilSLATURE Ul; IJ11; ST A T  I; OF A L A S K A
TWELFTH l e g i s l a t u r e

Bill/Resolution Mo. CSSB 136 (HESS)_____________________
Title An Act relating to. the practice of optometry. 
Request*d by.___Senate HESS Committee_____________________ Date 4-9-81

II. FISCAL DliTAIL
Agency Affected Department of rorasree & Economic Development 
Program Category Affected__ Public Protection
BP.U, P rOf in im,o rSu bpragr£vm($) Affecied Regulation & licensing of professions______
(Note: If more than one budget componen t  is affected, separa te  liric-item amoun t s  and funding for each 

componen t  in tlie analysis section.)
E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  8 1 F Y  8 2 F Y  8  3

CO>

F Y  35 ,FY 8 6

100 P E R S O N A  I SERVICES
? 0 O T R A V E !
300 C O N  P R A C  TUAL
400 C O M M O D I T I E S
s o o E Q U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS, ETC.

T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousrnds o f  Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 0 0 0 0 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source)

POSITIONS 

F U L L  T I M E 0 -  0  _ _D 0 0 0
P A R T  TI M E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

No fiscal impact.

IV. DATE 4-23-81

Original: Legislative Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Spc .or (First Legislator Named)

/ / til
P R E P A R E D  B Y  Marjorie Odland, Regulations Specialist
A G E N C Y  Division of Occupational Licensing_________
P H O N E  465-2535_______________

33-001 (Rev. 12/80



I.

T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  
T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

FISCAL N O T E

R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No.._________________________________________________      _
Title”An A c ' relating to the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y  and a u t h o r i z i n g  the u s e  o f  o p h t h a l m i c

CS for S e nate Bill No. 136 (HESS)

Requested b v C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f fice Da te  4 /7/S T

d r u g s  b y  o p t o m e t r i s t s . "

II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected Public Health/Division of Public Health
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Family Health Administ- ation
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate Ijne-item amounts and funding lor each 

component in the analysis section.) 

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY .35 .FY 86
inn PERSONA! SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
?nn TRAVEL 0 1.5 0 0 0 0
son CONTRACTUAL 0 19.2 C 0 0 0
4nn COMMODITIES 0 0 0 0 0 0
son EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 - 0 0 0 c 0
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. C 0 0 0 0 0

T O T A L
20.7

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 20.7 0 0 0 0
F E D E R A L  F U N D S 0 0 0 ■ 0 0 0
O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS 

F U L L  T I M E 0 0 0 0 0 '  0

P A R T  T I M E 0 0 0 0 0 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 0

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Noie Preparation Instructions, Section III)

line 300 - The De p a r t m e n t  of Law advised us to u s e  a sum o f  $ 8 0 / h r .  f o r  a c o n t r a c t  

attorney.

$ 80/hr. x 40 hr./wk. x 6 wk. = $19,200.

The funding is to p r o vide for contracting with a p r i v a t e  a t t o r n e y  to d r a f t  the 

p r o p o s e d  regulation. As part o f  the process, the contract a t t o r n e y  w i l l  wo r k  . 

in c o n j u n c t i o n  wit h  designated representatives from the f ields o f  o p t o m e t r y  

and ophthamology. We will fund the travel and p e r  diem at s t a t e  T a t e s  f o r  the 

i n d i v iduals to come to Juneau. After the proposed r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e  d r a f t e d ,  t h e y  

will be h a n d l e d  as p e r  the "Drafting Manual for A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R e g u l a t i o n s "  wit h  

p u b l i c  hear i n g s  to be held at key locations around the state.

IV. D A T E 4/7/81 David Bruce

Original: Legislative Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) M&B

23-001 (Rev. 12/BO

. P R E P A R E D  B Y  
A G E N C Y  Department of Health and Social Services

P H O N E  46S-5090

Approval^



POSITION PAPER

SENATE BILL MO. 136

"An Act relating to the practice of optometry, 
of opthalmic drugs by optometrists."

and authorizing the use

This bill would permit the use of selected drugs by certain optometrists 
and as such would delete from the definition of optometry the restriction 
against the use of drugs. All of these are drugs which are instilled 
directly into the eye.

In addition to topical 
eye include:

anaesthetics, drugs used in examining the human

Mydriatics - cause pupil to open;

Myotics - cause pupil to close down;

Cyclop!enics - cause temporary paralysis of the muscles 
controlling the shape of the lens.

A majority of states now allow optometrists to use diagnostic topical 
drugs, either through specific enabling legislation or through the lack 
of specific prohibitions. The issue of the use of such drugs by optome­
trists has been controversial. In recent years certain states have 
given permission while it has been denied in other states. Those in 
favor of the use of drugs by optometrists argue that optometric services 
are more widely distributed than ophthalmologic services and that the 
optometrist serves as an entry point for primary eye care. The use of 
diagnostic drugs is said to expand the ability of the optometrist to 
recognize eye abnormalities and to increase medical referral for diagnosis 
and treatment. The optometric group also states that the drugs which 
are proposed rarely have adverse effects.

Those opposing permissive legislation argue that the use of drugs would 
not materially improve the capacity of optometrists to recognize abnor­
malities. Optometrists are not expected to diagnose diseases of the 
eye, and if a departure from normal is noted, the patient is expected to 
be referred to a physician for diagnosis. The concern on the part of 
the medical community is that the optometrists would be making diagnostic 
judgments which the physicians do not believe them qualified to make. 
Moreover, the medical community notes thac adverse reactions, while 
admittedly rare for certain of the drugs, can have extremely serious 
consequences when they do occur. A higher rate of predisposition to a 
certain type of glaucoma in Alaska Natives is cited. Use of mydriatics 
could possible precipitate an attack.

Limitations are placed on the use of certain drugs by the permissive 
legislation of some states. None are described in the proposed Alaska 
bill. In Oregon, for example, the Board of Optometry is empowered to 
designate the diagnostic pharmaceutical agents for topical use, but 
provides that the designation shall be with the advice and guidance of



the Board of Medical Examiners for the State of Oregon. Rhode Island 
permits the use of mydriatics, miotics and topical anaesthetics while 
Maine permits only the use of topical anaesthetics and mydriatics. A 
till which has been considered in the Ohio legislature specifically 
prohibits use of pilocarpine (a drug which constricts the pupil), atropine 
and hornatropine (drugs which dilate the pupil and temporarily paralyze 
accommodation of the lens) and 10% phenylephrine (a strong mydriatic).

Some states define the type of training 
required before an optometrist would be 
drugs. SB 136 contains such provisions.

in pharmacology which would be 
permitted to use diagnostic

If the Legislature chooses to authorize use of certain drugs by optome­
trists, the Department of Health and Social Services suggests that 
definitions and restrictions similar to those in use in other states may 
be advisable, and that the professional opinion of the medical and 
optometric communities should be sought to insure the health and safety 
of the general public.

Recommended by: < <-( \ \ f-v
David Bruce, Deputy Director

Date:

Approved by:

Date:

Helen D. Beirne, Commissioner

<2 - j *  _  $r/

■ nrmri»r



FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST „
Bill/Resolution No. Senate j i  11 Eo. 1 j6 ____________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____________ ._____
Title ' Act re la t ing  to the practice ot optometry, ancTaiTtnonziriq the u s p  of cJi umLC.. '

Requested bv Commissioner1 s O ff ice ■  7)ate February 26, 1981

TH E LEGISLATURE O F  THE STATE OF' ALASKA
TWELFTH LE G ISL A TU R E

li. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Health and Social Services______________________
Program Category Affected Health/Public Health__________________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogrant(s) A f f e c t e d __________ ________ _____________________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-itom amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 61 FY 82 FY 03 FY 8 4 FY .35 .FY 86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 0
?,oo TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
300 0 0 0 0 0 0

COMMODITIES __D 0 0 0 0 0
500 EQUIPMENT 0 0 1 0 0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 __Q 0 0 0
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 (r~ 0 0 0 '

.  0 _ ..

OTHER (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS 

FULL TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0

111. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section 111)

IV. D A T E  February 26, 1981_____P R E P A R E D  11Y David Bruce___________
AGENCY D iv is ion of Pub l i c  Health

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465-3090
cc: Budget and Management — L

Prime Sponsor (EirsL Legislator Named)
i'r‘ 0-

3 3 -0 0 1  (Rev, 1 2 / 8 0 i



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA
TWELFTH LEG ISL A TU RE

F ISCAL NOTEI. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.Title An Act relatingS e n a t e  B i l l  136

Requested b v  d r u o s  by  o p t o m e t r i s t s
t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  o p t o m e t r y ,  a n d  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  o p t h a l m i c

S e n a t e  HESS Date 2-9-81

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C omme r c e  ft E c o n o m i c  ' d e v e l o pme n t  
Program Category Affected P u b l i c  P r o t e c t i o n
B R U ,  Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected R e g u l a t i o n  & L i c e n s i n g  o f  P r o f e s s i o n s __________ __
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 81 FY 8 2 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 ,FY 86100 PERSONAL. SERVICES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-?.oo ERAVFL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-300 CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -Q- -0-
400 COMMODITIES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-500 EOIJIPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-600 LAND £  STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-700 GRANTS CLAIMS. ETC. -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

TOTAL -0- Io11o11o1 -0- -o-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dol 

GENERAL FUND

Iars)
-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Fund Source)

POSITIONS 

FULL TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

IV. DATE 2-9-81

Original: Legislative Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

PREPARED BY M a r . i o r i e  O d l a n d ,  R e g u l a t i o n s  S p e c i a l i s t
AGENCY D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g _____________
PHONE 465-2535_____________

33-001 (Rev. 12/8 0




