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Offered in the SENATE

TO: CSSB 1 1 9 (HESS)

By Stimson

Page 1, lines 9 - 2 6 :

Delete all material and insert in its place:

"* Section 1. AS 14.08.101 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(10) assist employees in securing reasonable housing that is

consistent with community norms of substance and quality.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.08.111 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(10) inform all new or involuntarily transferred employees of 

the housing circumstance generally and the specific problems, in the 

specific assignment locations of the regional educational attendance 

area, including energy and maintenance costs.

* Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090 is amende^e;,.by adding-a new paragraph to read:

(8) inform all new or involuntarily transferred employees of 

the housing circumstance generally and the specific problems in the 

specific assignment locations of the district, including energy and . 

maintenance costs.

* Sec. 4. AS 14.14 is amended by adding a new section to read: / _

Sec. 14.14.095. POWERS. A school board/tmay assist employees in 

securing reasonable housing in remote sites that is consistent with 

community norms of substance and quality.

* Sec. 5. AS 14.20.030 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(b) A certificate may not be revoked or suspended under ( a ) (3) or.

(4) of this section for breach of contract if that breach by the certi­

ficate holder was wit h i n  30 days of the date of the commencement of 

employment and was based on the failure of the employing board to comply 

w i t h  the provisions of AS 14.08.111(10) or AS 14.14.090(8)."

-1-
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STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH:LEGISLATURE FIRST SESSION

Act entitled:^'An Act relating to provisions for

iww-ivg- for ^eachers-vin th£; pub!ic^schools

in rural areas

BY THEr-LEGISLATURE OF THE • STATE.-.OF' A L A S K A r i ^ ^ ' ^ f

1. '-AS'14.08.111 is amended by adding a new paragraph

*Sec. 5. AS 14.20.030 is amended by adding a new subsection
* ' ,*O/.V r> . 1 * i- • '* • •'

to read: '. • •
•j. . .  ■•-k

(5) A certificate may not be revoked or suspended under (3)

Uj* vfi*,I' Mjl W.T*

I S i

IN THE SENATE

• CS FOR SENATE BILL NO J
v > rV, . . .  • • / v--vv«-

For an

1 I ' VVV'.;'. ' .* V

BE IT ENACTED

♦Section .1. 

to read:

(10) inform all new or involuntarily transferred 

employees of the housing circumstance generally and the specific 

problems, in the specific assignment locations of the regional 

education attendance areai nc l u d i n g  energy and maintenance costs.

♦Sec. 2. AS 14.08.101 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read
< * « « *»» , . ; .

(10) assist employees in securing reasonable housing

consistent with community norms as to substance and quality.
V. .. •

♦Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:!
’»* * *7 * • *•••*.'

(8) inform all new or involuntarily transferred employees 

of the housing circumstance generally and the specific problems in"-'
; ' ~'m "Y •

the specific assignment locations of the district, including

energy and maintenance costs. .
 ' .. '■ . ..... '
♦Sec. 4. AS 14wl4 is amended by adding a new section to

Sec. 14.14.095. POWERS, A school board^may ass 

in securing reasonable housing in remote sites consistent with

community norms as to substance and quality.
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: S t i m s o n  a n d  F i s c h e r

IN THE S E N A T E BY  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

CS FOR S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 119 (Finance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

A BILL

For a n  A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to h o u s i n g  for t e a c h e r s  in the p ublic

s c h o o l s .11

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 1 0 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a nev7 p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(10) a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  in s e c u r i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  that is 

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  norms of s u b s t a n c e  and quality.

* Sec. 2. AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 1 1 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

the h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e  g e n e r a l l y  and the s p e c i f i c  p r o b lems, in the 

s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  l ocations of the r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e

arpa, i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  and m a i n t e n a n c e  costs.

* Sec. 3. AS 1 A . 1 4 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

the h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e  g e n e r a l l y  and the s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  in the 

s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  loca tions of the district, i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  costs.

* Sec. 4. AS 1 4 . 1 4  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 14.14.095. POWERS. A  school b o a r d  o p e r a t i n g  sch ools in 

r e m o t e  sites m a y  a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  in s e c u r i n g  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  in 

r e m o t e  sites that is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  norms of s u b s t a n c e  and 

quality.

* Sec. 5. AS 1 4 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:.

(b) A  c e r t i f i c a t e  m a y  not be r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  ( a ) (3) or

(4) of this s e c t i o n  for b r e a c h  of c o n t r a c t  if that b r e a c h  b y  the certi -

(10) i n f o r m  all n e w  or i n v o l u n t a r i l y  transferred' em p l oyee s of

/
(8) i n f o r m  all n e w  or i n v o l u n t a r i l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  e m p l o y e e s  of

-1- CSSB 1 1 9 (Fin)
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f i c a t e  h o l d e r  w a s  w i t h i n  30 days of the dat e of the c o m m e n c e m e n t  of 

e m p l o y m e n t  and was b a s e d  o n  the f a i l u r e  of the e m p l o y i n g  b o a r d  to c o m p l y  

w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 1 4 . 08. 111(10) or AS 14.14. 0 9 0 ( 8 ) .
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Introduced: 1/29/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Finance

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  S T I M S O N  A N D  F I S C H E R

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 119 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o v i s i o n  for a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  for

t e a c h e r s  i n  t he  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  in  rural a r e a s . "

BE  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 1 1 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  t o  r ead:

(9) i n f o r m  all e m p l o y e e s  of t h e  h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e  g eneral-

l y  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  in  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  of
& C'ST't

t h e  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  a n d  a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  to s e c u r e  

r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s  as to s u b s t a n c e  a n d  

q u a l i t y  at a r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  ( i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  cost s) .

* Sec. 2. AS  1 4 . 1 4 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  p a r a g r a p h  t o  read:

(7) i n f o r m  all e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e  g e n e r a l­

ly a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  of 

t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  to s e c u r e  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s­

te n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s  as to s u b s t a n c e  a n d  q u a l i t y  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  

c o s t  ( i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  co s t s ) .

-1- SB 119



Health, Education and 
Social Services Committee
Charlie Parr, Chairman 
Terry Stimson, Vice-Chairman 
Vic Fischer 
Tim Kelly 
Mike Colletta

Official Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senate

M E M O R A N D U M

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
465-4907 
465-4908

May 8, 1981

TO: Senator Don Bennett and Senator Ed Dankworth
Co-Chairmen, Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Senator Charles H. Parr
Chairman, Senate HESS Committee

SUBJECT: CS for Senate Bill No. 119 (HESS)

I w o u l d  like to be present when the Finance Committee considers 
CSSB 119 (HESS), but am already committed to attend my daughter's 
graduation from the University in Fairbanks. The following 
information m a y  be helpful to members of the Finance Committee.

Testimony before the HESS Committee indicated that there are, in 
m a n y  cases, extreme difficulties w i t h  housing for teachers in 
rural school districts. The Committee received reports of 
teachers living in packing crates, in a jail, of being cramped 
together in insufficient space, and in being forced to share 
housing w i t h  teachers of the opposite sex. There seemed to be no 
doubt that something needed to be done.

The bill, in its original form, imposed no costs on school 
districts w h i c h  could not be absorbed with i n  existing budget. Any 
school district could meet the requirements of the bill w i t h  a 
simple ditto, xerox, or mimeo brochure, and by giving a little 
administrative time to assist in acquiring housing.

The Committee received testimony rhat at least one teacher had a 
certificate revoked after leaving a district before expiration of 
coitract because she could not find a place to live. The 
Committee did not feel that such a penalty was appropriate, and 
therefore included Section 3 of the bill.

The quality of rural education will depend in large measure on a 
qualified and stable teaching force. It is not unreasonable to 
require school districts to make some effort to inform and assist 
teachers in finding housing, and thus encourage stability. A  
district w h i c h  fails to do so should not be able to severely 
penalize a teacher who refuses to live in such intolerable 
c o n d i t i o n s .
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Offered: 4/16/81
Referred: Finance

Original sponsors: Stimson and Fischer

B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D
[N T H E  S E N A T E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 119 (HESS)

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

tor a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to p r o v i s i o n  for a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  for

t e a c h e r s  in the  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  in  r u r a l  a r e a s . "

3E IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 0 8 . 1 1 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(9) i n f o r m  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  of the h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e

g e n e r a l l y  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  in  t he  s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  

of the r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  a n d  a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  to 

s e c u r e  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s  as to s u b­

s t a n c e  a n d  q u a l i t y  at a r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  ( i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  m a i n­

t e n a n c e  c o s t s ) .

* Sec. 2. A S  K .  1 4 . 0 9 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(7) i n f o r m  all e m p l o y e e s  of  the h o u s i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e

g e n e r a l l y  a n d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  in t h e  s p e c i f i c  a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  

of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  a s s i s t  e m p l o y e e s  to s e c u r e  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s  as to s u b s t a n c e  a n d  q u a l i t y  at a

r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  ( i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s ) .

* Sec. 3. A S  1 4 . 2 0 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

(b) A  c e r t i f i c a t e  m a y  n o t  b e  r e v o k e d  or s u s p e n d e d  u n d e r  (a)(3) or

(4) of  th i s  s e c t i o n  for  b r e a c h  of c o n t r a c t  if t hat b r e a c h  b y  the 

c e r t i f i c a t e  h o l d e r  w a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  the e m p l o y i n g  b o a r d  to 

c o m p l y  w i t h  t he p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS  1 4 . 0 8 . 1 1 1 ( 9 )  or AS 1 4 . 1 4 . 0 9 0 ( 7 ) .

-1- CSSB 119(HESS)
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Sec. 1. AS 14.08.101 Powers of a regional school board, (ntfw subsection)

A regional school board may assist employees in getting housing

as conforming to community norms in substance and quality.

Sec. 2. AS 14.08.111 Duties of a school board (new subsection).

A regional school board shal1 informa all new or involuntarily 

transferred employees of housing circumstances.

Sec. 3. AS 14.14.090. Assitional duties of-a school board (new subsection).

A school board shall inform new and involuntarily transferred 

employees of specific and general housing circumstances in the 

specific assignment locations of the district. Includes energy 

and maintenance.

Sec. 4. AS 14.14.095. Powers. New section.

Under the powers of a school board is the provision that they 

may assist employees in securing housing.

Sec. 5. AS 14.20.030. Causes for revocation and suspension, (new subsection)

' f e .
A certificate may not be revoked under (3) or (4) of this

section for breach of contract if the breach was:

1) within 30 days of the date of commencement of employment

2) based on the failure of the employing board to comply 

with the provisions of AS 14.08.111(10) or AS 14.14.090(8).

t(



CS for SB 119

Section

Section

Secti on

Secti on

SECTION BY SECTION ANALYSIS 

A.S. 14.08.111. Duties of School Board, (new subsection)

A regional school board shal1:

(10) inform all new or involuntarily transferred 

employees of housing circumstances

Please note: This should be item #10, not #9.

A.S. 14.08.101. Powers of a Regional School

Board, (new subsection'

A regional school board may assist employees in 

getting housing as conforming to community norms 

in substance and quality.

Please note: This should be item #10, not 9.

. A.S. 14.14.090. Additional duties of a

School Board, (new subsection)

A school board shall:

(8) inform new and involuntarily transferred 

employees of specific and general housing cir­

cumstances in the specific assignment locations 

of the district. Includes energy and maintenance 

costs.

Please note: This should be item #8, not #7. \

. A.S. 14.14.095. New section:

Under powers of a school board is provision that 

they may assist employees in securing housing.



Proposed Amendment

ion 5. A.S. 14.20.030. Causes for revocation and 

suspension, (new subsection)

(5) A certificate may not be revoked or suspended 

under (3) or (4) of this section for breach of con­

tract if that breach by the certificate holder was 

based on the failure of the employing board to comply 

with the provisions of A.S. 14.08.111(10) or 

A.S. 14.14.090(8).



INTERESTING RURAL ACCOMMODATIONS:

"Our most bizarre housing dilemma at present 

is the lady teaching in Akiak who is forced 

to live in the jail— but she smiles: "They

did give me a lease!"

This noteworthy piece of information on rural .housing comes from a personal 
communication to Senator Terry Stimson from Ms. Rose Charles, a teacher at 
Kilbuck School in Bethel, Alaska.



RURAL TEACHER TURNOVER 

School District 1977-1978 1978-1979 1979-1980

A 22% 25% 21%

B , 33% 37% 34%

C 30% 75% 53%

D 62% 50% 68%

E 0 40% 75%

F 63% 39% 50%

G 39% . 28% 30%

H 32% 27% 9%

I 31% 49%

J 22% 16% 34%

K 25% 16% 28%

L 28% 19% 25%

M 23% 23% 15%

N 38% 46% ; 30%

The above percentages include transfers, terminations, 
resignations, etc.



On February 24, 1981, Senator Terry Stimson requested information regarding 
rural teacher turnover from the Rural Education Attendance Areas of the State 
of Alaska. Below please find excerpts from some of those responding:

RANDOM COMMENTS ON ADEQUACY OF RURAL TEACHER HOUSING:

"Teacher turnover is, indeed, an important factor in the lack of continuity 
and other problems which have plagued rural Alaskan schools for years. The 
absence of adequate housing is certainly a significant factor in teacher 
turnover."

Aleutian Region SChucl District

"By examining the teaching locations of those sites that experience high 
turnover it is a fact that these locations have inadequate teacher housing. 
There is a direct correlation to school sites with inferior teacher housing 
and high turnover, likewise, stability where adequate housing is provided."

Bering Strait School District

"As you are aware, teaching in a small rural community is a high stress 
occupation and "burn-out" is a very real hazard. It can occur under the best 
of conditions but poor working and living conditions certainly are part of 
total job satisfaction."

Iditarod Area School District

"The reasons for termination, transfers, etc. are given as poor housing or 
no available housing, personal, positions elsewhere, and pursuing other 
interests"

The Lake and Peninsula School District



RANDOM PASSAGES ON RURAL HOUSING:

The following passages have been taken from the Doctoral Dissertation by Dr. 
David Dickerson entitled: "Orientation Needs of Newly Hired Teachers in 
Rural Alaska:

"In the rural areas, housing is generally in short supply and substandard in 
comparison to what most teachers are accustomed. Overcrowding is a common 
situation as two or more families share a single family dwelling. Frequently 
a family may have to share its quarters with a single teacher. In some 
instances the teacher(s) may actually have to live in the classroom for an 
extended period, cooking on a hot plate, using the school toilets, and 
sleeping on the floor in a sleeping bag.

• '• v  • ’ - - ; . . . 1 •
As most rural communities lack public lodging facilities it often befalls the 
teacher(s) to accommodate short term "guests." These "quests" are medical and 
other specialists, school maintenance and administrative personnel, and 
resource teachers who travel to the villages to perform their duties. Such 
"guests" must often share the tea.her and/or school facilities."

"Forty-seven percent of the 70 respondents indicated they resided in school 
district housing. Of these, ten percent lived in apartments that were in 
the school building. Another 21 percent lived in other district owned 
housing and 16 percent were in units that were leased by the district and 
sublet to the teacher.

Only ten percent of the new teachers were living in their own house. Twenty- 
nine percent were renting from private sources and 14 percent indicated some 
other arrangement. Examples of the other category included living in military 
facilities or sharing a place with another teacher.

Most of the land in rural Alaska is owned by the government, either federal or 
state, and by Alaska Natives. There are only a few instances where parcels 
are for sale. Consequently private home ownership is not an option that is 
readily available to REAA teachers in most areas. Teachers are for the most 
part renters."

THE MOST STRIKING FEATURES OF THE COMMUNITY THAT 
WERE UNANTICIPATED BY THE NEW TEACHERS

1 Number of
Negative Features___________________________________________Times Mentioned

That the town was flat and dusty and there were 4
no trees or mountains nearby.



The filth and garbage in and around the 
school and the town.

The low quality of housing and lack of 
conveniences.

The complete isolation and lack of 
communications with the outside.
. . • : : V . '
That there was no housing that could be bought to 
live in.

That the teacher housing was such a disgrace.

That things were so crude. (Bad language, poor 
treatment of whites, a lack of knowledge of the 
world, and the low academic standards)

That 1/4 of my freight, including groceries for 
the year had been stolen before I arrived, and 
the fact that mail is considered delivered when 
it is pushed off the plane at the airport.

The lack of water in the town.

That the town looked like a small town slum.
The two groceries looked like houses, not like 
stores.

The total lack of organization in people's lives.

The high rate of crime and drug use among young 
people. Also, the corrupt officials.

that there was such a dichotomy between Indians 
and whites.

That non-Natives were excluded from services of 
the health clinic.

The amazingly high cost of living.

Total



MAJOR ADJUSTMENT PROBLEMS OF THE NEW TEACHERS 
AS IDENTIFIED BY REAA SUPERINTENDENTS

. .

Number of Times
• Mentioned

Community and Location Factors:

Coping with isolation— the lack of services, 9
social activities, transportation and
communication

Living in poor, inadequate housing 7

Coping with the high costs of living and 2
travel

THE MOST DIFFICULT ADJUSTMENTS AS IDENTIFIED 
BY THE NEW TEACHERS

Number of Times 
Mentioned

Community and Locational Factors:

Coping with isolation— the lack of services 16
social activities, transportation and 
communication

Living in poor, inadequate housing 4

Coping with the high costs of living and 3
travel



- • K a r e n  K a l l e n

;■ .Akiak, A l a s k a  9 9 5 5 2

F e b r u a r y  5, 1981

D e a r  El le n:

S i n c e  y o u ’v e  a s k e d  m e  to p u t  t his i n  w r i t i n g  a n d  s i n c e  I ’v e  b e e n  

in t e a r s  a l l  w e e k  a n d  a m  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  n ot  r e t u r n i n g  to A k i a k  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  h o u s i n g  mess, I f i g u r e  I s h o u l d  put  this in  w r i t i n g  e v e n  th o u g h  

I ’m  f e e l i n g  m i s e r a b l e  a n d  l i k e  d o i n g  n o t h i n g  e x c e p t  c a t c h i n g  t h e  next  

f l i g h t  o u t  o r  s l e e p i n g  indefinitely...,.

O n  N o v e m b e r  5, 1980, I w a s  b r o u g h t  to A k i a k  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w  for  

i m m e d i a t e  h i r e  if C a r l t o n  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  in h a v i n g  that. At t hat time, 

a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m  here. C a r l t o n  c a l l e d  L i l l i a n  Ll ia b o n ,  

C h a i r  o f  t h e  A S B  in tv c o n f i r m  \*hen t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  h o u s i n g  for me. S i n c e  

I h a d  m o v e d  t h r e e  ti me s s i n c e  a r r i v i n g  i n  B e t h e l  o n  S e p t e m b e r  7, 1980, I 

r e a l l y  f e l t  l i k e  I n e e d e d  s e c u r e  h o u s i n g  soon. In short, I was. b u r n t  out 

on  m o v i n g  a n d  n e e d e d  to feel s o m e w h a t  s e t t l e d  in o r d e r  to do a job  I w o u l d  

f e e l  g o o d  a b o u t  t e a c hin g.  At tha t time, L i l l i a n  i n f o r m e d  m e  t ha t  A k i a k  

n e e d e d  a t e a c h e r  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  do w h a t e v e r  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to m a k e  su r e  

I h a d  h o u s i n g  w i t h i n  t h r e e  w e e k s  at the l a te st.  I ’m  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  for 

h o u s i n g . . . .  O n  that w o rd , I c a m e  to A k i a k .  C a r o l  H o o k e r  told m e  I w a s  

c r a z y  to g o  b e f o r e  h o u s i n g  e x i s t e d  b u t  I told h e r  the y  had p r o m i s e d  and 

f o o l i s h l y ,  I b e l i e v e d  t hat pr om i s e .  ( T h o s e  m a y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  C a r o l ' s  

e x a c t  w o r d s  b u t  tha t w a s  h e r  m e s s a g e . )

O n  C a r l t o n ' s  u r i g i n g ,  I m o v e d  i n t o  the o l d  BT.A b u i l d i n g  two w e e k s  

a f t e r  I h a d  b e g u n  t e a c h i n g  s i n c e  n o t h i n g  ha d b e e n  d o n e  on t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  

d u r i n g  t h a t  time. I w a s  c o n s t a n t l y  r e m i n d e d  h o w  g r a t e f u l  I s h o u l d  be to 

S u s a n  H a n s e n  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  to s h a r e  h e r  q u a r t e r s  (for h a l f  th e rent).

A t  t h a t  pl ac e ,  I h a d  on e r oo m  to c a l l  m y  own. W i t h  the h e a t  go in g,  m y  d o g ' s  wai 

w o u l d  f r e e z e  in m y  b e d r o o m .  T h e  l i g h t  w a s  i n a d e q u a t e  for  r e a d i n g  etc. so I 

c o u l d  n o t  do a n y  w o r k  in m y  o w n  space. T h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  a n d  d i n i n g  r o o m  

s p a c e s  w e r e  S u s a n ' s  o f f i c e  s p a c e  so I c o u l d  no t set up m y  loom, curl up an d 

read, h a v e  c h i l d r e n  v i s i t  etc. etc. w i t h o u t  d i s t u r b i n g  her. T h i n g s  w e r e  so 

m i s e r a b l e  b y  C h r i s t m a s  that  I d e t e r m i n e d  I w o u l d  m o v e  out e v e n  if it m e a n t  

c a m p i n g  o u t  in m y  tent. (At l e a s t  it w o u l d  be  c h e a p e r  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,

I w o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  for  t h e  co ld .) ’•

W h e n  T. r e t u r n e d  f r o m  C h r i s t m a s  v a c a t i o n ,  I d i s c o v e r e d  that  the K v a m m e s  

h a d  n o t  f i x e d  up  the  p l a c e  ( w a r eh ou se ) t h e y  h a d  p r o m i s e d  to do. I h a d  a l r e a d y  

b o u g h t  a s t o v e  a n d  s t o v e p i p e  f o r  it s i n c e  A l b e r t  K v a m m e  to l d  m e  he n e e d e d  

a s t o v e  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  fix it up (i.e. it w a s  too c o l d  l o  w o r k  w i t h o u t  one.)

A t  th a t  time, the o t h e r  e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r  a s k e d  m e  to s h a r e  h e r  place. I

w a s  n o t  v e r y  e n t h u s e d  b e c a u s e  she s h a r e s  w i t h  h e r  b o y f r i e n d  a nd  there are 

o n l y  c u r t a i n  p a r t i t i o n s  (which I m a d e )  b u t  b o t h  s h e  an d h e r  b o y f r i e n d  

i n s i s t e d  that th e y  w a n t e d  me to sha re , it w o u l d  h e l p  them out f i n a n c i a l l y  

etc. So, I m o v e d  in  on th e p r o m i s e  that I c o u l d  c o u n t  o n  b e i n g  t he re  t h r o u g h  

th e s c h o o l  y e a r  (i.e. M a y  15, 1981). A b o u t  two w e e k s  and s o m e  a l c o h o l  later,

I g o t  th e m e s s a g e  (Jan. 26, 1981) that h e r  b o y f r i e n d  did n o t  w a n t  to s h a r e

a n d  I s h o u l d  m o v e  o u t  b y  F e b r u a r y  1, 1981. So, I w e n t  a c r o s s  t he r i v e r  a n d

c h e c k e d  o u t  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  b u i l d i n g s  there. O n e  c a b i n  a p p e a r e d  to be r e p a i r a b l e ,  

a l t h o u g h  n o t  in that s h o r t  a tim e frame. I w a s  r e f e r r e d  to a w o m a n  in K w e t h l u k  

w h o  w a s  the a l l e g e d  owner. I w e n t  to g r e a t  e x t r e m e s  to find a w a y  d o w n  to 

K w e t h l u k  to a r r a n g e  r e n t i n g  a n d  r e n o v a t i n g  it. La s t  w e e k e n d ,  s h e  g a v e  that 

p e r m i s s i o n  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  to T i m  W i l l i a m s ,  the m a y o r  of Akia k.  On T u e s d a y ,  w e  

b e g a n  f i x i n g  that p l a c e  up. O n  T u e s d a y  n i g h t ,  I w a s  told that this w o m a n  

h a d  n o  c l a i m  o n  th e p r o p e r t y  a n d  that it b e l o n g s  to s o m e o n e  w h o  is o u t s i d e  

s o m e w h e r e  in N e v a d a  or  C o l o r a d o  or s o m e p l a c e  l i k e  that. So, o n c e  again, in



d e s p e r a t i o n  (and, n o w  that I a m  p h y s i c a l l y  sick, I r e a l l y  m e a n  D E S P E R A T I O N ) > 

I b e g a n  l o o k i n g  at A N Y  a l t e r n a t i v e .  T i m  W i l l i a m s ,  the c u r r e n t  l a n d l o r d  

fo r the s h a r e d  r e n t a l ,  t o l d  m e  t he re  w o u l d  b e  b i g  p r o b l e m s  if I w a s  not  o u t  

b y  F e b r u a r y  10, 1981. (I m o v e d  in on  Jan. 10. 1981). T h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  

g a v e  m e  p e r m i s s i o n  to p i t c h  a w a l l  tent o n  t h e i r  land. So, I r u s h e d  out, 

c a l l e d  A n c h o r a g e ,  o r d e r e d  a w a l l  tent  v i a  e x p r e s s  s h i p p i n g  and w e n t  to s l e e p  

t h i n k i n g  that at  l a s t ,  I w o u l d  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  to c a l l  h o m e  (a ft er  a p i t i f u l  

f a s h i o n ) .  T h i s  m o r n i n g ,  I w a s  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  A k i a k  di d n o t  w a n t  m e  in 

a t en t  b e c a u s e  w h a t  w o u l d  p r o p l e  t h i n k  of A k i a k  if t h e y  m a k e  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s  

l i v e  in t ent s etc. So, t o d a y  p e o p l e  a r e  t h i n k i n g  o f  r e n t i n g  m e  the jail. 

H o w e v e r ,  t hat m e a n s  the y m u s t  h a v e  s e v e r a l  " e m e r g e n c y "  m e e t i n g s  a n d  no o n e  

k n o w s  h o w  s o o n  t h e y  w i l l  b e  a b l e  to do that. A t  t h i s  point, f e e l i n g  v e r y  

i n e f f i c i e n t  a s  a te ac h e r ,  v e r y  d r a i n e d  a n d  v e r y  d e p r e s s e d  (both p h y s i c a l l y  

a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y ) ,  1 f eel a n y t h i n g  that is d o n e  w i l l  b e  a Pyrrhic vi ct ory . 

C a r l t o n  s e e m s  to t h i n k  it ta ke s s o m e o n e  f o r c i n g  the issue. I d o n ' t  t hink 

it s h o u l d  b e  m y  p l a c e  to h a v e  to f o r c e  the issue. L d o n ' t  t h i n k  I s h o u l d  

h a v e  to w a i t  u n t i l  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  l as t  s t r a w  w a s  b r o k e n  for s o m e t h i n g  to

It s e e m s  that no  m a t t e r  w h a t  I try to do, s o m e o n e  c o m e s  o u t  of the 

w o o d w o r k  a n d  m a k e s  it i m p o s s i b l e .  F o r  o v e r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  I h a v e  told e v e r y­

o n e  that I h a v e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  th a t  I N E E D  a p l a c e  to l i v e  a n d  that I w i l l  N O T  

s t a y  in A k i a k  if I d o n ' t  g e t  it. N o w  that I fe e l  b e t r a y e d ,  d u m p e d  on  and 

in g e n e r a l ,  b a d  a b o u t  b e i n g  h er e,  e v e r y o n e  w a n t s  s o m e t h i n g  to h a p p e n .  Ev e n  

thoug h, n o  o n e  e v e n  k n o w s  ye t w h a t  that s o m e t h i n g  s h o u l d  o r  wi l l  be. At 

th i s  poi n t ,  C a r l t o n  f ee ls  I' m u n r e a s o n a b l e  if I w o n ' t  s t a y  n e x t  year. A f t e r  

all, n e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  A V C P  h o u s i n g  so a lo t of  p l a c e s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  

u s e d  w i l l  o p e n  up. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  I c a n  t e a c h  in a p l a c e  w h e r e  I c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  

a n y t h i n g  I ' m  told. W h e n  I b r o k e  d o w n  a f e w  d a y s  ago, 1 s a i d  that a l l  t hese 

r o a d b l o c k s  m a d e  m e  f e e l  l i k e  A k i a k  did  n o t  w a n t  m e  to stay. T h e  w o m e n  I k n o w  

a l l  g ot  v e r y  u p s e t  a n d  s a i d  that that w a s  n o t  so. T h e y  s a i d  they li k e  m e  a 

lot. T h e y  w a n t  m e  to stay. T h e y  l i k e  R a n d y  a n d  w a n t  us to set u p  a home  

here. If this is w h a t  h a p p e n s  to t e a c h e r s  t h e y  like, I w o n d e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s  

to t e a c h e r s  that a r e  not l i k e d . . . .

I a m  n o t  u s e d  to b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  u n h e a l t h y .  I iiave b e e n  s i c k e r  this 

y e a r  that in t h e  p r e v i o u s  ten y e a r s  c o m b i n e d  ( i n c l u d e d  c o m m o n  c o l d s  d u r i n g  

t h o s e  ten y e a r s . )  W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  to a l e s s  h e a l t h y  p e r s o n  if I got 

this r u n  d o w n ?  W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  to p e o p l e  wiio c o u l d  not cut  t h e i r  own 

f i r e w o o d  o r  d o  a n y  of  a n u m b e r  o f  r e l a t e d  t h i n g s  that I' v e  had to do in the 

p r e v i o u s  m o n t h o ?

C a r l t o n  h a s  h a d  no c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  m y  p e r f o r m a n c e .  I know, h owe ve r,  

tha t I a m  f u n c t i o n i n g  at v e r y  l o w  e f f i c i e n c y .  I a m  no t d o i n g  a lot of things 

I b e l i e v e  s h o u l d  b e  d o n e  for m y  k id s;  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  1 c a n n o t  get to m a t e r i a l  

I h a v e  p a c k e d  o r  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  no  t i m e  b e c a u s e  J a m  c h a s i n g  h i t h e r  and yo n to 

f o l l o w  d o w n  o n e  f a l s e  h o u s i n g  lead a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  W h a t  e l s e  is th er e to say? 

M a y b e  I c o u l d  e l a b o r a t e  a lot m o r e  a n d  a r t i c u l a t e  t hi n g s  m o r e  c o h e r e n t l y  if 

I h a d  t im e  a n d  s p a c e  to u n w i n d ,  c l a r i f y  m y  t h o u g h t s  and get a go o d  'n ig ht 1s sleo'

I f e e l  l i k e  1' re g i v e n  up  I'll geit t h r o u g h  this y e a r  but I'll go, s o m e p l a c e

that w a n t s  t h i i r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  w i l l  treat th e m  l i k e  p e op le , n ot dirt.

I ' m  soi y this has to be  so n e g a t i v e .  My  kid s  ar c the o n l y  b ri g h t  s po ts 

h e r e  and I a m  n o t  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  to b r e a k i n g  t h e i r  trust b y  t e l l i n g  them I 

w i l l  h a v e  to lea ’e. Th a t  is, p e r h a p s ,  the b i g g e s t  b u m m e r  in this w h o l e  r a w  dea

h a p p e n .
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K a r e n  K a l l e n  

A r l i c a q  S c h o o l  

A k i a k ,  A l a s k a  995*52 

A p r i l  8, 1981

T e r r y  S t i m s o n  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9811

D e a r  Mr. S t i m s o n

I a m  c u r r e n t l y  t e a c h i n g  in A k i a k  a n d  h a v e  e x p e r i e n c e d  q u i t e  

a r i d i c u l o u s  s i t u a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g ,  or, m o r e  a p p r o­

pr i a t e l y ,  t h e  l a c k  of it. I h a v e  j u s t  h e a r d  t h a t  y o u  a r e  i n t r o d u c i n g  

a b i l l  c o n c e r n i n g  this so I' d l i k e  to g i v e  y o u  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  the 

g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n  in A k i a k  a s  w e l l  a s  m y  e x t r e m e  one. I h o p e  t his 

g e t s  to y o u  in t i m e  to help.

I a r r i v e d  i n  A k i a k  in e a r l y  N o v e m b e r  to t e a c h  g r a d e s  5-7. I 

h a d  b e e n  s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  at M i k e l n g u u t  E l i t n a u r v i a t  i n  Bethel.

I w a s  b r o u g h t  to A k i a k  to i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  p r i n c p a l / t e a c h e r  fo r 

t h e  job. B e i n g  a w a r e  of the h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m s ,  and, h a v i n g  m o v e d  

t h r e e  t i m e s  in t he  t h r e e  m o n t h s  I w a s  in B e t h e l ,  I a s k e d  a b o u t  

h o u s i n g .  L i l l i a n  L l i a b a n  (as a m e m b e r  of t h e  A S B  a n d  the  v i l l a g e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  K o k a r m i u t ' s  b o a r d ) ,  C a r l t o n  Kuhn s,  the p r i n c i p a l / t e a c h e r  

a n d  S h a r o n  Igou, th e v i l l a g e  p r i n c i p a l  a l l  a s s u r e d  m e  that t he h o u s e s  

t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  w a s  b u i l d i n g  w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  " w i t h i n  t w o - t o - t h r e e  

w e e k s "  a n d  t h a t  h o u s i n g  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  for  m e  at that  time. B a s e d  

o n  t h i s  p r o m i s e  (wh ic h I w a s  a s s u r e d  I c o u l d  c o u n t  o n ) , I a c c e p t e d  

the  p o s i t i o n  in Akiak. I c a m e  to A k i a k  e x p e c t i n g  to " r o u g h  it" for  

a b o u t  t h r e e  we ek s .

I s p e n t  the f i r s t  c o u p l e  of w e e k s  c a m p i n g  o u t  o n  m y  c l a s s r o o m  

floor. M y  p r i n c i p a l  w a s  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  this. S i n c e  t h e r e  ha d 

b e e n  n o  w o r k  d o n e  o n  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h o u s e s ,  h e  e n c o u r a g e d  m e  to 

m o v e  i n  w i t h  the c o n t r a c t  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  (as a t e m p o r a r y  m e a s u r e  

on ly ).  I d i d  this. I pa i d  $ 1 7 5 . 0 0  d o l l a r s  a m o n t h  for u s e  of 

a  d i n g y  b e d r o o m  w h i c h  r e m a i n e d  b e l o w  f r e e z i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  e v e n  w i t h  

the h e a t e r  g o i n g  full force. (My d o g ' s  d i s h p a n  of w a t e r  w o u l d  f r e e z e  

s o l i d  in  l e s s  t h a n  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s . )  I r e m a i n e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  C h r i s t m a s .

S i n c e  n q t h i n g  i’tad beei lone o n  the c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  ho u s e s ,  I tri ed

w a s  t o l d  I n e e c ’.d A l b e r t  K v a m m e ' s  p e r m i s s i o n  to f i x  a n y  of th'em up.

W h e n  I a s k e d  h i m  fo r p e r m i s s i o n ,  h e  s a i d  h e  w o u l d  fix  u p  a s t o r a g e  

s h e d  o n  h i s  p r o p e r t y  if I w o u l d  b u y  a s t o v e  (s in c e  it w a s  "to o  c o l d  

to w o r k ' /  So, I s p en t j u s t  o v e r  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  o n  a  s t o v e  a n d  s t o v e - p i p e  

a n d  a g r e e d .  I w a s  f e e l i n g  d e s p e r a t e .

B y  J a n u a r y ,  n o t h i n g  h a d  b e e n  d o n e  there. M y  s t o v e  a n d  p i p e  j u s t  

sat. T h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h o u s e s  s h o w e d  s o m e  w o r k  bu t m a n y  p a r t s  w e r e  s t i l l  

l a c k i n g .  A t  that time, the o t h e r  e l e m e n t a r y  t e a c h e r  a n d  h e r  p a r t n e r  

r e q u e s t e d  th a t  I m o v e  i n  w i t h  them. I w a s  p r o m i s e d  that I c o u l d  

c o u n t  o n  it t h r o u g h  M a y  15, 1981 (our l a s t  t e a c h i n g  day). So, I 

p a i d  $ 2 0 0 . 0 0  a m o n t h  to l i v e  in a t in y  r o o m  (6'X9') in a b u i l d i n g  

that h a d  n o  i n s u l a t i o n  o n  t h e  floor. O u r  h e a t  w a s  a n  A r m y - N a v y  w o o d

to f i n d  m y  o w n  a c c o m o d a t i o n s .  I w e n t  a c r o s s - r i v e r  to c h e c k  out 

the  o l d  b u i l d i n g s .  I f o u n d  s o m e  I t h o u g h t  I c o u l d  m a k e  li v e a b l e .  I

s p a c e  h e a t e r ,  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  w o o d .  S i n c e  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a s n o - g o  or



c h a i n s a w ,  I w a s  l i m i t e d  a s  to h o w  I c o u l d  ge t a r e a s o n a b l e  q u a n t i t y  

of  w o o d  m y s e l f .  W h e n  I m o v e d  in, I h a d  b e e n  p r o m i s e d  heat. W h e n  

t h e  h e a t  w a s  out, m y  r o o m a t e s  j u s t  s t a y e d  w i t h  f a m i l y  (in a w a r m  

ho u s e ) .  M y  a l t e r n a t i v e  w a s  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  floor. B e f o r e  th e m o u t h  

w a s  out , t h i s  t e a c h e r ' s  p a r t n e r  d e c i d e d  h e  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  to 

s h a r e  w i t h  a n y o n e .  I w a s  g i v e n  2*s d a y s  n o t i c e  to m o v e  out. I 

a r g u e d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  f u l l  m o n t h  s i n c e  t h e y  w a n t e d  a  m o n t h ' s  r en t  

a n d  t h e y  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  it. T h i s  g a v e  m e  10 d a y s  to l o c a t e  h o u s i n g .

D u r i n g  t h e  ti m e  I h a d  m o v e d  in h e r e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l / t e a c h e r  w a s  

• e v i c t e d  f b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l y  w a s  r e t u r n i n g ;  t h e y  s t i l l  h a v e n ' t  r e­

turn e d ) .  H e  m o v e d  i n t o  o n e  of  the c o r p o r a t i o n  h o u s e s .  A  t e a c h i n g  

c o u p l e  w h o  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  h o m e l e s s  (by t he  t e a c h e r  a n d  h e r  p a r t n e r  

I s h a r e d  w i t h  in  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a r a g r a p h )  d u r i n g  C h r i s t m a s  v a c a t i o n  

m o v e d  into, t h e  o t h e r  h o u s e  t h a t  w a s  bu il t .  N e i t h e r  h o u s e  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  

at  the time. But, t h e y  w e r e  " l i v e a b l e " .  (I u n d e r s t a n d  that t h e y  a r e  

p a y i n g  r e d u c e d  r e n t  u n t i l  t h e y  a r e  fi n i s h e d .  T h e y  a r e  a l l  s a t i s f i e d  

w i t h  th i s  a g r e e m e n t . )  So, o n c e  a g a i n ,  I w a s  l e f t  to f ind h o u s i n g  

w h e r e  t h e r e  w a s  no ne .

I w a s  s e n t  o n  a w i l d  g o o s e  c h a s e  to ge t p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  a w o m a n

in K w e t h l u k  to fi x u p  a c a b i n  o n  th e f ar  s i d e  o f  t h e  river. I got

h e r  p e r m i s s i o n  and b e g a n  w o r k  o n  the h o u s e  o n l y  to f in d  out that he r

f a m i l y  s o l d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  in 1954 a n d  the p e o p l e  w h o  s e n t  m e  to her

k n e w  a l l  the  ti m e  th a t  s h e  h a d  n o  c l a i m  o n  the place.

F e e l i n g  v e r y  f r u s t r a t e d  a n d  v e r y  d e s p e r a t e ,  I o r d e r e d  a w a l l  tent 

a n d  got p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  the  c o r p o r a t i o n  to pu t it u p  o n  s o m e  of 

t h e i r  land. T h e  n e x t  day, t h e y  c h a n g e d  t h e i r  m i n d s .  T h e  r e a s o n  

I w a s  g i v e n  w a s  that it w o u l d  g i v e  A k i a k  a p o o r  n a m e  if the t e a c h e r s  

l i v e d  i n  tents. W h e n  I a s k e d  w h e r e  I w a s  s u p p o s e d  to live, th e m a y o r  

an d the C i t y  C o u n c i l  d e c i d e d  to l e a s e  m e  the j ai l.  (I i n s i s t e d  on 

a l e a s e  b e c a u s e  I w a s  t i r e d  o f  p e o p l e  " c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  m i n d s " . )

O n  F e b r u a r y  9, 1981, I m o v e d  i n t o  the  A k i a k  C i t y  Jail. T h i s  is 

a p l y w o o d  s t r u c t u r e  a b o u t  16' s q u a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  c e l l s  a n d  a 

m a i n  room. T h e r e  i s  n o  i n s u l a t i o n  o n  the f l o o r  or c e i l i n g  as far 

as I c a n  t e l l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  ice c o a t e d  for  s e v e r a l  we ek s .  T h e  

h e a t  s o u r c e  is a w o o d  s p a c e  heater., I w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  g e t t i n g  

w o o d .  B y  then, I h a d  h a d  the f o r s i g h t  to a c q u i r e  a c h a i n s a w  a n d  I 

b o r r o w e d  a t e a c h e r ' s  s n o w  m a c h i n e .  B e c a u s e  it is a l l  p l y w o o d  and  

so c r a m p e d  ( 16 X 1 6  d i v i d e d  is v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  a n  o p e n  r o o m  that 

size), it is a r e a l  f ir e  trap. T h e  o n l y  w a y  in or o u t  is past  the 

stove. T h e r e  w e r e  n o  b eds, s h e l v e s ,  h o n e y  b u c k e t s ,  w a t e r  b u c k e t s  etc.

I j u s t  r e n t e d  t h e  b a r e  place. So, I p r o c e d e d  to s p e n d  m o s t  of ray 

n e x t  s a l a r y  b u i l d i n g  th e n e e d e d  t h i n g s  ( l um be r is e x p e n s i v e  in the 

v i l l a g e )  a n d  b u y i n g  t he  r e s t  f r o m  B e t he l.  S i n c e  m y  l e a s e  w a s ' s i g n e d  throur 

the l a s t  d a y  of  s c h oo l,  I t h o u g h t  I w a s  safe. N o t  so. I w a s 1 told 

in the  b e g i n n i n g  of M a r c h  tha t  the C i t y  C o u n c i l  ha d c h a n g e d  its m i n d  

a n d  m y  l e a s e  d i d n ' t  m e a n  a n y t h i n g .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  of b e i n g  ha ss le d,

I w a s  to l d  that, f o r  the t i m e  b e i n g ,  t h e y  w o u l d  let m e  stay. At  that 

time, I w r o t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  V a s k a  o f  m y  d i s t r e s s i n g  plight. A l l  

m y  a n x i e t y  p r o v e d  w a r r a n t e d ;  o n  A p r i l  % , 1981, I w a s  once-.again 

told that I w o u l d  h a v e  to m o v e  b y  the 15th. A t  this point, w e  a r e  at 

a s t a n d s t i l l .  I w a s  f i n a l l y  p u s h e d  far  e n o u g h  to r i s k  p o l a r i z i n g  

m y  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t he  v i l l a g e .  I sen t  a l e t t e r  to t h e  C o u n c i l  i n f o r m i n g  

t h e m  t h a t  I d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  said  s i n c e  it s e e m e d  no 

o n e  e v e r  h a d  th e a u t h o r i t y  to tel l m e  th e truth. If they w a n t e d  

to c h a n g e  a n y t h i n g ,  I t o l d  t h e m  I e x p e c t e d  it to c o m e  in p r o p e r  l e g a l  

f o r m a t  a s  I h a d  a l e g a l  l e a s e  a n d  w o u l d  s u e  f o r  b r e a c h  of c o n t r a c t  if 

I h a d  to. I s e n t  a l e t t e r  to e a c h  of o u r  A S B  m e m b e r s  a p p e a l i n g  them



for  h e l p  a l o n g  w i t h  a c a r b o h  c o p y  o f  t he  l e t t e r  to th e C i t y  

C o u n c i l .  I h a v e  g o t t e n  n o  f o r m a l  r e s p o n s e .  R u m o r  h a s  it 

th a t  I w i l l  b e  l e f t  a l o n e  for the d u r a t i o n  of  the lease. W h o  

k n o w s ?  If I a m  not, ray o n l y  o p t i o n  is to c a m p  o u t  ( e i th er 

,. l i t e r a l l y  or i n  th e sc ho ol ). T h e r e  is N O  p l a c e  in A k i a k  tha t  

a n y o n e  w i l l  rent. If I b r e a k  m y  c o n t r a c t  o n  the g r o u n d s  t ha t  

I c a n n o t  t e a c h  if t h e r e  is n o  p l a c e  f o r  m e  to live, I u n d e r s t a n d  

t h a t  the  D i s t r i c t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  se e to it tha t m y  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i­

f i c a t e  is r ev o k e d .  It jioes n o t  a p p e a r  t ha t  a n y t h i n g  is r e s o l v e d  

f o r  n e x t  y e ar . P e r h a p s  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l  b u i l d  m o r e  h o u s e s .

E v e n  if t h e y  do, it a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  b e  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

f o r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  the s c h o o l  year. It is n o t  m y  n a t u r e  to b e  

so c y n i c a l .  T h a t  is w h a t  I h a v e  l e a r n e d  t h i s  yea r.  N o  d oub t ,  s o m e  

o f  i t  r u b s  o f f  o n  m y  st u d e n t s .  H o w  m a n y  t i m e s  c a n  t h e y  s e e  y o u  

in t e a r s  a n d  g e t  "I d o n ' t  k n o w "  to t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  o f  " W h y  d o  t h e y  

do t h i s "  b e f o r e  t h e y  st ar t to m i s t r u s t ?  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  a  l o t  

o f  p e o p l e  in  A k i a k  w h o  w a n t  m e  here. H o w e v e r ,  they  do n o t  h o l d  

th e p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  to do w h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  for m e  to r e t u r n — m a k e  

s u r e  I h a v e  h o u s i n g  I c a n  c o u n t  > n. H o w  d e e s  the  h i g h  r a t e  o f  

t e a c h e r  t u r n o v e r  a f f e c t  o u r  c h i l d r e n ?  I t h i n k  a lot. I w a s  a s k e d  

e v e r y  d a y  f o r  m y  f i r s t  two m o n t h s  if I w a s  st ay i n g .  If I w e n t  to 

B e t h e l ,  t h e  k i d s  a l l  w o r r i e d  that I w o u l d n ' t  c o m e  back. S h o u l d  

c h i l d r e n  b e  b u r d e n e d  w i t h  this? T h e y  a s k  b e c a u s e  t he y  h a v e  g o n e  

t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  sets  of t e a c h e r s  in  the pa s t  two yec'rs. S om e  o f  

t h e m  d i d  n o t  s t a y  the f u l l  t e a c h i n g  year. ‘ T h e r e  w a n  a v a c a n c y  in 

N o v e m b e r  b e c a u s e  "n o o n e  in t h e i r  r i g h t  m i n d  w o u l d  w a n t  to g o  to 

A k i a k " .  W h y  n o t ?  T h e  o n l y  c o m p l a i n t  I h a v e  .is r e l a t e d  to h o u s i n g .  

But, it is s e r i o u s  e n o u g h  so I d o u b t  I ' l l  b e  back.

I a m  n o t  the o n l y  t e a c h e r  to s u f f e r  h o u s i n g  t r o u b l e s  here. M i n e  

h a s  b e e n  the m o s t  ex tr e m e .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  I w i l l  b e n d  o v e r  b a c k­

w a r d s  u n t i l  I a m  at the  b r e a k i n g  point. T h e  t e a c h i n g  c o u p l e  that 

l o s t  t h e i r  .right to a h o m e  d u r i n g  C h r i s t m a s  w e r e  l i v i n g  in a c o l d  

b u i l d i n g  for $ 4 0 0 . 0 0  a m o n t h .  In a d d i t i o n ,  h e a t i n g  o il  r a n  t h e m  

$ 8 5 . 0 0  e v e r y  8 - 1 0  d a y s  d e p e n d i n g  :>n h o w  c o l d  it was. T h a t  is m o s t  

o f  a t e a c h e r ' s  salary. F o r  that, t h e  h o u s e  w a s  n e v e r  c o m f o r t a b l y  

w a r m  e x c e p t  r i g h t  n e x t  to t he stove.

T h e y  l o s t  t h e i r  " r i g h t "  to the h o u s e  b e c a u s e  th e l a n d l o r d ' s  so n 

is p a r t n e r e d  u p  w i t h  a n o t h e r  te ac he r. T h e  l a n d l o r d  go t t i r e d  o f  

t h e m  l i v i n g  in  h i s  ho us e. So, he  d e c i d e d  h e  w o u l d  r e n t  h i s  p l a c e  to 

h i s  s o n ' s  g i r l f r i e n d .  A f t e r  all, s h e ' s  a t e a c h e r  and c a n  p ay  t h e  

e x p e n s e s .  T h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  b u i l d i n g  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  f i v e  t e a c h e r s  at 

o n e  poi nt . T h e r e  a r e  no s e p a r a t e  r o o m s  i n  it. T h a t ' s  v e r y  c l o s e  

q u a r t e r s  for n o n - r e l a t e d  s t r a n g e r s  (w hi c h  the t e a c h e r s  w e r e  at the 

b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  s c h o o l  year) b y  a n y o n e ' s  s t a n d a r d s ,  d o n ' t  y o u  think? 

T h e r e  is a l w a y s  the t h e o r e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  that t e a c h e r  

w o u l d  h a v e  " s h a c k e d - u p "  w i t h  this g u y  in t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  h a d  ,she 

h a d  a home. T h a t  w i l l  r e m a i n  u n a n s w e r e d .

I c a m e  to A k i a k  to t e a c h  c h i l d r e n .  I l i k e  the v i l l a g e  ( e x ce pt 

for th e p o l i t i c s  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  m y  a b i l i t y  to l i v e  i n  a se t p l a c e  

for  a n y  l e n g t h  o f  time), t h e  p e o p l e  and , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  A  

t e a c h e r  n e e d s  to b e  i n  a g o o d  f r a m e  o f  m i n d  to g i v e  t h e i r  " a l l "  

to t h e i r  s t u d e n t s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h e r e  c e r t a i n l y  n e e d  that much. T h e y  

are s o r e l y  l a c k i n g  i n  m a n y  s k il ls.  N e e d l e s s  to s a y  that, d e s p i t e  

h o w e v e r  g o o d  a jo b I h a v e  done, it w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

b e t t e r  if m y  e n e r g i e s  h a d  b e e n  f r e e  to d e v o t e  to m y  s t u d e n t s  i n s t e a d  

of i n t o  h o u s i n g  a n d  p o l i t i c s .  A l l  t ha t  t im e  w a s  t i m e  a w a y  f r o m  

the kids. T h e r e  is n e v e r  a n y  w a y  to m a k e  th a t  up. M a n y  p e o p l e  

s e e m  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I put u p  w i t h  so m u c h  f o r  so long. It i s n' t 

s u r p r i s i n g  w h e n  y o u  r e a l i z e  that the c h i l d r e n  w e r e n ' t  r e s p o n s i b l e .



T h e y  w e r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  e v e n  m o r e  t h a n  I was. T h a t  is t h e  s a d d e s t  

t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  mess. W h a t e v e r  t h e y  m i s s e d ,  is lost. Y o u  can 

n e v e r  r e m a k e  a m o m e n t .  Y o u  can  o n l y  w o r k  w i t h  w h a t  is h e r e  now. 

T h o s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  l os t  a lo t of  m o m e n t s  w i t h  a lot  o f  d i f f e r e n t  

t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e  s a m e  u n n e c e s s a r y  e n e r g y  drai ns.

S i n c e  t h e r e  is n o  r o o m  in m y  c l a s s r o o m  for a l l  the b o o k s  and  

t e a c h i n g  s u p p l i e s  I s h i p p e d  here, the y sit  in  s t a c k e d  ca rt on s.

T h e r e  h a v e  bc.^n m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for tr u e  l e a r n i n g  w h e n  a c h i l d  

got  m o t i v a t e d  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  m a t e r i a l s  i n  the school. I h a d  

to k n o w  t h a t  if I o n l y  h a d  t i m e  to get a l l  t h o s e  b o x e s  un p a c k e d ,  

s o m e p l a c e  i n  t h e r e  w a s  j u s t  the r i g h t  b o o k / m a t e r i a l  for  that child. 

T h a t  i s  a  p a i f u l  a w a r e n e s s  f o r  a te acher* T h e  c h i l d  is the o n e  t h a t  

m i s s e s  out. T h a t  is the  b o t t o m  line.

I a m  t y p i n g  this o u t  i n  a h u r r y  i n  c a s e  it d o e s  y o u  a n y  good.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  d e t a i l s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  o m i t t e d .  If this s e e m s  a

b i t  d i s j o i n t e d  o r  if I m i s s  m y  typos, i t' s  b e c a u s e  I ’m  t i r e d  o f  

s p e n d i n g  so m u c h  t i m e  o n  hou s i n g .  I h a v e  l o t s  of s c h o o l w o r k  to 

do. O n c e  ag ai n,  I' v e  s p e n t  a l l  m y  a f t e r  s c h o o l  t i m e  o n  h o u s i n g .

M y  n i g h t  w i l l  h a v e  to go  to the r e a d y i n g  of m a t e r i a l s .  T e a ch in g,  

e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r  t h e s e  ( o n d i ^ i o n s ,  is the b e t t e r  p a r t  of  a  2 4 - h o u r

a  d a y  job. T h a t  t a k e s  its toll  p h y s i c a l l y  too.

If I c a n  a n s w e r  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  or g i v e  y o u  a n y  b e t t e r  g l i m p s e  

o f  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  in th e b us h,  l et  m e  know. B e t t e r  y et, c o m e  

s ee  for  y o u r s e l f .  Y o u  a r e  w e l c o m e  to s t a y  at the A k i a k  C i t y  Ja i l  

p r o v i d e d  it is s t i l l  m y  home.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  and 

a n y t h i n g  y o u  try to do o n  h o m e l e s s  t e a c h e r s '  b e ha lf .

S i n c e r e l y ,



Karen Kallen 
Arlioaq School 
Akiak, Alaska 99552

April 1, 1981

i

Sharon Igou, Village Principal 
Lower Kusl 
P.O. Box I 
Bethel, A'

Dear Sharon

Once again (has it ever ceased?) hcusing is a crisis in Akiak
This morning, I was given a message (via word-of-mouth) that the Akiak 
City Council has once again decided that they want to break their lease 
on the City Jail and force me out of my "home". I moved into the jail 
on February 9, 1981 after the City gave me a lease through May 15, 1981 
(our last day of school). This was my fourth move (eighth attempted 
move) since my arrival in Akiak in November, 1980.

Last month, the Akiak City Council decided they v/anted to break the 
lease. I went to our A.S.B. meeting and, some of the members who are 
also on the City Council, decided that they should wait until the Council 
had a meeting I could attend. When I went to the meeting, I was sent 
away by Tim Williams, Senior, the mayor. He told me they would get me 
when my housing issue came up for discussion. I waited home all night 
but was never called back to the meeting. The next Monday, I was told 
that the Council had decided to let me stay. Now, three * ^eks later, 
they've changed their minds. Again. What am I supposej to do?

Since my arrival in November, all I have tried to do is teach my 
students to the best of my abilities. Moving (or facing the prospect of 
having to) every three weeks interferes with this. I know that I could 
do an even better job if my energies were solely directed into my class
instead of dividing th^m with village politics.

%

Since there is n£ place in Akiak for me to move, and since my 
efforts to pitch a wall tent or fix abandoned cabins and storage sheds 
have been thwarted, I don't see how I will be able to continue to teach 
and meet the terms of my contract if this latest decision by the City 
Council is pursued. It seems that having a lease, a "legal" right makes 
no difference at all when' teacher's rights are concerned.

Since I was promised secure housing within two to three weeks of my « 
date of hire, I'm wondering if there is any help the District can give 
me to ensure that I am able to complete this school year. It doesn't 
seem fair that I should have to fight this all alone when the answer to 
my question about housing had a lot to do with my signing my contract in-, 
the first place.

I'm beginning to believe that Akiak (or at least certain key political 
figures) does not want teachers. I must either be a fool or terribly
naive to believe they do. Even parents tell me that this situation is
ridiculous and that I'm a fool for putting up with it. The feedback I 
get from parents is positive so I do not believe this is a personal
attack towards me. Rather it appears to be the confusion by some locals
as to how they want to use their political power.



Because it has never been fully resolved between themselves, it keeps 
surfacing and I happen to get caught in the middle.

What do you think I should do? Any advice and/or assistance you 
can provide will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

cc: Bill Ferguson
Allen Winterstean 
Carlton Kuhns

PLEASE OBSERVE THIS IS JUST A DUPLICATE OF THE ORGINAL LETTER, DUE TO THE 

FAINTNESS OF THE LETTER IT WAS NECESSARY TO RE-TYPE IT.



Karen Kallen 
Arlioaq School 
Akiak, Alaska 99552

April 1, 1981

Akiak City Council 
Akiak, Alaska 99552

To Whom It May Concern:

I have just received a message (via word-of-mouth) that you have 
once again changed your minds about the rental of the Akiak City Jail 
and the terms upon which it was rented. Since I have been told so many 
different things, I no longer know who to believe, who has any authority 
to tell me anything in the first place and what the Council has ever 
really decided. I will not believe any rumors I hear unless you contact 
me in writing.

As far as I can tell (and I consulted several people in Bethel), 
the lease which I hold is legal. I will abide by the terms of that 
lease. If you disagree with this or wish to change anything, you will 
have to follow proper legal format.

I am in Akiak to teach children. I am tired of wasting all my 
energy on housing problems. I am here to do the best job I can possibly 
do for the children I teach. I intend to direct all my energy toward 
that goal. The school year ends on May 15, 1981. That is the same date 
as your lease. You can rest assured that it will be my pleasure to be 
out of your way as soon as I have completed my responsibilities toward 
your children. If you really want teachers to come and stay as many of 
you claim, then you will do everything in your-power to help me (and any 
other teacher that may be here) give the most rewarding educational 
experience I can to your children. If your priorities are not with your 
children, then I have been mislead. Learning that would sadden me greatly

I hope this problem can be worked out in a reasonable fashion. I 
have stated my priorities. I believe this letter makes my position 
clear. Thank you for your willingness to resolve this in a positive 
manner.

Sincerely,

cc: Akiak A.S.B.
Carlton Kuhns

PLEASE OBSERVE THIS IS JUST A DUPLICATE OF THE ORGIANL LETTER, DUE TO THE 
FAINTNESS OF THE LETTER IT WAS NECESSARY TO RE-TYPE IT.
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ANNETTE ISLANDS SCHOOL DISTRICT
P.O. B O X  7  

M E T L A K A T L A ,  A L A S K A  9 9 9 2 6

8
II i....

( 9 0 7 )8 8 6 - 6 3 3 2  
Supt. Office

(9 0 7 ) 886-4121  
Elementary School

F e b r u a r y  18, 1981

( 9 0 7 )8 8 6 - 6 0 0 0  
.Jr. - Sr. Iligh School

• - •* ' :*• v , ; ■

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r -

I a m  w r i t i n g  ab out c o n cern s that I h a v e  in r e g a r d s  to p r o b l e m s  
w i t h  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  in A l a s k a  r u r a l  schools. F o r  example, 
t h e  p a s t  two years since I h a v e  b e e n  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  at the 
A n n e t t e  I s l a n d  School D i s t r i c t  w e  h a v e  h a d  to h i r e  o n l y  s ingle 
teachers, or at l east m a r r i e d  t e a chers w i t h  n o  children, for 
the last 3-4 j ob v a c a n c i e s  b e c a u s e  l iving q u a r t e r s  are so 
limited.

F u r t h e r  h o u s i n g  is so r e s t r i c t e d  in the T o w n  of M e t l a k a t l a  
that o n e  f i f t h  o f  our f a c u l t y  h a v e  to live 8 m i l e s  out of 
town, o v e r  a v e r y  p r i m i t i v e  road, in o l d  C o a s t  G u a r d  quarters. 
W e  do n o t  g e t  as full s e rvice f r o m  these t e a c h e r s  as f r o m  
those w h o  live r i g h t  in town. I n f ormal s u r v e y s  s h o w  they 
are in the c l a s s r o o m  p r e p a r i n g  less time a n d  they p a r t i c i p a t e  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  less in s chool - C o m m u n i t y  activities.

Th e  1980 A l a s k a  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  B o n d i n g  P r o p o s i t i o n  G to 
a l l o c a t e  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o w a r d  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  teacher h o u s i n g  
in A l a s k a  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t s  (see a t t a c h e d ) . This m o n e y  has 
b e e n  t u r n e d  over to the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  but 
n o t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  done w i t h  it to date.

It seems to roe that a g o o d  w a y  to u s e  this $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  to 
help a l l e v i a t e  the t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e  is to p r o v i d e  each 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  3-4 h o u s i n g  units. T h e n  the rent m o n e y  
g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  these u n i t s  could in turn be u s e d  to m a i n t a i n  
an d  i n c r e a s e  the n u m b e r  of t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  in the 
District.

We w a n t  to keep g o o d  teachers in our d i s t r i c t  and to have thorn 
h o u s e d  so t h a t  t h e y  are able to c o n t r i b u t e  to their full * 
p otential. I b e l i e v e  that the funds a l l o c a t e d  t h rough 
P r o p o s i t i o n  G  can help us solve our a c u t e  h o u s i n g  problems, and 
w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  r e s p o n s e  to m y  suggestion . Also, the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  needs  to be c l a r i f i e d  b e c a u s e  the l e g i s l a t i o n  
states " S t a t e w i d e "  t e acher housing. Does this meat! Anchorage, 
K e t c h i k a n  a n d  o t h e r  city d i s t r i c t s  are to b e  included?

Sincerely,
A n n e t t e  I s l ands S c h o o l  Dis tr i c t

• L a r r a e  Rocheleau, S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
KI-AA #20



S e n a t o r  T e r r y  S t i m s o n  
S e n a t e  O f f i c e  
S tate C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Stimson: ' ..........
’• ’ .• ■*" .• •. . . ‘..v u . . . • • •  . . . ■. .

T h e  B e t t i e s  C o m m u n i t y  School C o m m i t t e e  w i s h e s  to expres s its support 
for both S B - 1 1 9  and SB-23.

SB-119: At the b e g i n n i n g  of the 8C-81 school year, we w e r e  faced w i t h  
the p r o b l e m  of p r o v i d i n g  h o u s i n g  for a 3rd teacher. Si nce the funding 
for such  h o u s i n g  was not a v a i l a b l e  throu gh the di strict, it fell u p o n  
the c o m m u n i t y  to find- a solution. The p r o b l e m  was r e s o l v e d  on a t e m p­
ora r y  b a s i s  w i t h  no g u a r a n t e e s  for the 81-82 school year.

The D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on l e a s i n g  a i r port land 
to i n d i v i d u a l s  for h o u s i n g  plus the fact that all n a t i v e  land is still 
in trust w i t h  the state have only adde d to the problem. This m a y  make 
the s i t u a t i o n  in Betties  u n i q u e  but it's doubtful.

If c o m p e t e n t  teachers are to be a t t r a c t e d  to the o u t l y i n g  areas, a d e­
quate h o u s i n g  has to be available.

SB-23: H a v i n g  just r e v i e w e d  and a p p r o v e d  the local site budget for 
the 81-82 school year, we are a c c u t e l y  a ware of the impact infl ation 
is h a v i n g  on e d u c a t i o n a l  spending.

W h i l e  o v e r a l l  budget f i g ures increase, the end result, w h i c h  should 
b e nefit the students, seems to decrease.

A n  i n c r e a s e  in the i n s t r u c t i o n a l  unit will p r o v i d e  the f u nding for 
more and b e t t e r  s e r v i c e s  and  s u p plies  for o u r  children.

Please c o p y  and d i s t r i b u t e  this l ett er a m o n g  your c o n s t i t u e n t s  as 
you see fit or, if you feel that a copy from us will have a g r e a t e r  
impact, p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  us.

Sincerely,
Betties  C o m m u n i t y  School C o m m i t t e e  
G e ner al D e l i v e r y  
Bettle^, A l a s k a  99726

D e a n  M. M o r r i s  
S e c r e t a r y

March 27, 1981



G A L E N A ,  A L A S K A  9 97 41  

P H O N E  (907) 656-1247 1205
SUPERINTENDENT’S

OFFICE

H E P / c m j

S i n c e r e l y ,

I S u p e r i n t e n d e n tdya r r y  E Pu

M a r c h  12, 1 9 9 1

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99-S11

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  176

«
D e a r  S e n a t o t  S t i m s o n :

\
T h e  S c h o o l  B o a r d  f o r  the G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  h a s  d i r e c t e d  me 

to l e t  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  b e c a u s e  h o u s i n g  h a s . b e­

co m e  a v e r y  g r a v e  p r o b l e m  a n d  w i l l  l e a d  d i r e c t l y  to t h e  q u a l i t y  of. 

t e a c h e r s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  that w i l l  b e  c o m i n g  out of A l a s k a  a n d  p a r t i c­

u l a r l y  the b u s h  are as .

A s  y o u  a r e  a wa r e ,  the G a l e n a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  h as  the s a m e  h o u s i n g  

p r o b l e m s  a s  d o e s  the R E A A ' s .  T hu s,  t h e  b o a r d  w o u l d  l i k e  to be  a d d e d  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  to this b i l l  a n d  o t h e r  c i t y  d i s t r i c t s  that h a v e  the same 

h o u s i n g  p r o b l e m s  as th e RELAAs.

\ *

M e  r e a l i s e  th a t  tliis h i l l  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to c o m m i t t e e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .



I  • MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
■

t o H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  F e r g u s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

FROM: S t e v e  H o l e , \ A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
O f f i c e  o f ^ t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n

date: A p r i l  30, 1981
•• . •

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: 4 6 5 -2800

SUBJECT: CS S B — 119 (HESS)

• T h i s  m e m o r a n d u m  is in r e s p o n s e  to y o u r  r e q u e s t  f o r  o u r  
• a n a l y s i s  o f  the c o s t  l i k e l y  to b e  o c c a s i o n e d  by e n a c t m e n t  of 

C S  S B - 1 1 9  (HESS).

* K I f  w e  w e r e  r e q u e s t e d  to s u b m i t  a for m a l  fis c a l  n o t e  o n  t h e  
r- 11 bill, t h a t  fis c a l  n o t e  w o u l d  be zero w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the  

IIneed for a n  i n c r e a s e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  bill.
T h a t  is, t h e  b i l l  o n l y  r e q u i r e s  d i s t r i c t s  to* i n f o r m  a n d  
a s s i s t  t e a chers w i t h  r e s p e c t  to housing. W h i l e  I s u p p o s e  it 
is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some d i s t r i c t s  m a y  i n t e r p r e t  t h a t  l a n g u a g e  
as r e q u i r i n g  t h e m  to s u b s i d i z e  t e a c h e r s  for t h e  c o s t  o f  
housing, a  l i t e r a l  r e a d i n g  of the b i l l  does m o t  l e a d  u s  t o  
t h a t  concl u s i o n .

r ■ .

A  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  of school d i s t r i c t s  r e s u l t e d  in t h e  i n f o r­
m a t i o n  w h i c h  w e  c o n v e y e d  to y o u r  q f f i c e  earlier: 18 d i s t r i c t s
a r e  p r e s e n t l y  s p e n d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2.5 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  p e r  
y e a r  o n  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g  costs. I w o u l d  h a s t e n  to p o i n t  out, 
•however, t h a t  t h o s e  co s t s  are l i k e l y  the r e s u l t  o f  a g r e e m e n t s  
n e g o t i a t e d  p u r s u a n t  to AS 14.20.55 0 - 6 1 0 ,  a n d  n o t  f r o m  a 
s t a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  d i s t r i c t s  p r o v i d e  b o u s i n g  o r  s u b s i d i e s  
therefor, to teachers.

F o r  y o u r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  the S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
d u r i n g  its A p r i l  1, 1981 m e e t i n g  w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  
t he o r i g i n a l  S B - 1 1 9  b y  a v o t e  of 4-2.

t
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AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

N E A - A L A S K A

Depuly Executive Secretary
Juneau Office

Robert C. Manners
Executive Secretary
Juneau Office

Robert C. Cooksey

JUNEAU OFFICE
147SOUTH FRANKLIN *207 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 
PHONE-(907) 586-3090

ANCHORAGE REGIONAL OFFICE
141) WEST 33rd 

ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99503 
PHONE: (907)274-0536

FAIRBANKS REGIONAL OFFICE
825 COLLEGE ROAD . 

FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 
PHONE (907)4564435

James D. Alter
Field Stall
Juneau Office

Charles L. O'Connell
Deputy Executive Secretary

May 9, 1981
Anchorage Office

TO: Co-Chairs: Senator Don Bennett
Senator Ed Dankworth 

Members of the Senate Finance Committee

Dianne Anderson
Field Stall
Anchorage Office

RE: CS SB 119 (HESS)
"An Act relating to provision for adequate 
h o u s i n g  for teachers in the public schools 
in rural areas."

Steve Pulkklnen
Field Stall
Anchorage Office

Mary Ann Einlnger
Deputy Executive Secretary
Fairbanks Office

M E M O R A N D U M  OF SUPPORT

N EA-Alaska respectfully urges and encourages a "Do Pass" 
recommendation on CS SB 119 (HESS). This bill does not 
have a real fiscal note per se. (See attachment, 30 April, 
Department of Education, Section 14.17.061 of current AS, 
p ending legislation, HB 16 and HB 127, and SB 176). In 
addition there is also pending legislation attendant to all 
components of the h o u sing circumstance; from mort a g e  money 
to non-conf o r m i n g  housing to the n e e d  to recognize the u n i q u e­
ness of the different parts of our state.

Simply stated, all parties of interest, regardless of the side 
of the issue agree that there exists a problem. They further 
agree on the absolute n e e d  for a solution.

We r e s p e c t f u l l y  request that the Committee rev i e w  the atta c h­
ments relative to the various components of the housing issue.
W i t h  a rural teacher turnover of nearly 4 0 %  w e  cannot afford to 
not deal w i t h  the p r o b l e m  of stability of employment and continuity 
of educational programs and the education of our youth; our most 
important n a t ural resource.

We h a v e  to start somewhere. School boards are the only entity 
that touches every village and segment of a District as a decision 
m a k i n g  b o d y  on matters pertaining to education. Wh i l e  it is inap­
propriate to compel them to go into "the h o u sing business" it is 
certainly appropriate to place on them, as employers, a level of 
r e sponsibility w h i c h  begins to seek effective resolution to a very 
complex problem.

Thanks for your consideration of this very serious issue. W e  are 
hopeful that y o u  will give due consideration to the issue and the 
attachments and urge a "Do Pass" recommendation to this legislation.

Respectfully submitted:

R o b e r t  M a n n e r s  
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y

RM: j w
A t t a c h m e n t s



O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Stinsor. and Fischer

I N  THE S E N A T E
BY THE H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

C S  CS F O R  S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 119 <•)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA.

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a d e q u a t e

h o u s i n g  for t e a c h e r s  in t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  

in r u r a l  a r e a s ."

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 4 , 0 8 . 1 1 1  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w

s t a n c e  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  the s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  

a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  

area, i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  and m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s , a n d  a s s i s t  

n e w  e m p l o y e e s  to s e c u r e  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  n o r m s  as t o  s u b s t a n c e  and q u a l i t y ,  ( a t  a 

r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s ) .  

N o t h i n g  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e s  a r e g i o n a l  

s c h o o l  b o a r d  t o  p r o v i d e  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g ,  w h e t h e r  o w n e d ;  

l e a s e d ,  r e n t e d  or o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  r e g i o n a l  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  area, n o r  d o e s  i t  r e q u i r e  t h e  b o a r d

t o  e n g a g e  in a s u b s i d y  p r o g r a m  of a n y  k i n d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g .

p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(9) I n f o r m  a l l  n e w  e m D l o y e e s  or m e  n o u s m g  c i x c u m -
A

<



a s s i g n m e n t  l o c a t i o n s  of the d i s t r i c t ,  i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  

and m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s , and a s s i s t  new e m p l o y e e s  in r e m o t e  

s i t e s  t o  s e c u r e  r e a s o n a b l e  h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  

n o r m s  as to s u b s t a n c e  and q u a l i t y  (at a r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  

i n c l u d i n g  e n e r g y  and m a i n t e n a n c e  costs). N o t h i n g  in t h i s  

s e c t i o n ;  h o w e v e r ,  r e q u i r e s  a c i t y  or b o r o u g h  s c h o o l  b o a r d  

t o  p r o v i d e  t e a c h e r  h o u s i n g ,  w h e t h e r  o w ned, leased, r e n t e d

or o t h e r w i s e  p r o v i d e d  by the

arsa, n o r  d o e s  it r e q u i r e  th e b o a r d  to e n g a g e  m  a s u b s i d y  

p r o g r a m  of any k i n d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to t e a c h e r  housing.




