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Funding Information 
General Fund $130,000 
Other Funds -0-

$I30V0'0T)

IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 549 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart­

ment of Administration for a cost analysis of alterna­

tive designs for the state health communications net- 

workj and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $130,000 is  appropriated from the general fund to

the Department of Administration for preparation of a cost analysis of a lte r­

native telecommunications designs for improvements to the statewide health 

communications network.

* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of the appropriation 

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1983.

* Sec. 3. This Act takea effect immediately in  accordance with AS 01.10.-

070(c).

- 1 - CSHB 5 4 9 ( F i n )



H O U S E  J O U R N A L

HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
LETTER OF INTENT 

F o r
CSHB 5 4 9  ( F in a n c e )

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  
o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  c o s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  a l ­
t e r n a t i v e  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d e s i g n s  f o r  im p ro v em en ts  t o  
t h e  s t a t e w i d e  h e a l t h  c o m m u n ic i a t i o n s  n e tw o r k  i n c l u d e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :
( 1 )  A c o m p a r a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  i n s t a l lm e n t  

c o s t  and  f u t u r e  o p e r a t i o n  and  m a in t e n a n c e  c o s t s  o f  
v a r i o u s  im p ro v em e n ts .  Such  im p ro v em en ts  i n c l u d e  
e n h an c e d  phone  c o m m u n ic a t i o n s ,  e n h an c ed  r a d i o  com­
m u n i c a t i o n s ,  2 -w a y  v i d e o  c o m m u n ic a t i o n s ,  o r  c om b i­
n a t i o n s  t h e r e o f .

( 2 )  An a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  l e v e l - o f - s e r v i c e  n e ed s  o f  f i v e  
d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s :  r e m o te  v i l l a g e ,
v i l l a g e  w i t h  s u r f a c e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  l a r g e r  com­
m u n i t y ,  s u b r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  and 
c i t y .  T h i s  com ponen t o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  im p o r t a n t  
s i n c e  a c o m b in a t i o n  o f  im p ro v em en ts  l i s t e d  i n  No. ( 1 )  
a b o v e  w i l l  l i k e l y  b e s t  s e r v e  f u t u r e  n e e d s  and  s i n c e  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  l e v e l - o f - s e r v i c e  
g u i d e l i n e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  b e s t  c o m b in a t i o n  
o f  im p ro v em e n t s .

( 3 )  An a n a l y s i s  o f  c o s t  s a v i n g s  t o  b e  a c h ie v e d  when d i f f e r ­
e n t  a g e n c i e s  s h a r e  c om m u n ic a t io n s  c a p a b i l i t y  i n  c e r t a i n  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  F o r  e x a m p le ,  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  w ou ld  a n a l y z e  
w h e th e r  i t  w ou ld  be  m ore  e c o n o m ic a l  f o r  EMS p e r s o n n e l ,  
v i l l a g e  h e a l t h  a i d e s ,  V i l l a g e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r s
o r  t r o o p e r s ,  and  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  t o  s h a r e  communica­
t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  c e r t a i n  c o m m u n i t i e s .
The L e g i s l a t u r e  f u r t h e r  i n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  

a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  b e  a l l o c a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :
C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s : $ 9 0 , 0 0 0
P r o c u r e m e n t  and p aym en t o f  a c o n s u l t a n t  t o  u n d e r t a k e
a s t a t e w i d e  s u r v e y  and a n a l y s i s  o f  e x i s t i n g  EMS,- IH S , 
and  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c om m u n ic a t io n  c a p a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  
i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  D e p a r tm en t  o f  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  
p e r s o n n e l .  Same c o n s u l t a n t ,  i n  c o n ju n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
D e p a r tm e n t ,  w i l l  a l s o  p r e p a r e  c o s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  a l t e r ­
n a t i v e  d e s i g n  im p ro v em en t  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m s .
T r a v e l : $ 3 0 , 0 0 0
F u n d in g  t o  t r a v e l  t o  e x i s t i n g  s i t e s  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  
s u r v e y , ' t o  d i s c u s s  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e s i g n  i n n o v a t i o n s  
w i t h  i n - s t a t e  e x p e r t s ,  t o  c o n s u l t  h e a l t h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  
and  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  i n d i ­
v i d u a l  a r e a s .
C o m m o d i t i e s : $ 1 0 , 0 0 0
S e c r e t a r i a l  w o rk  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p r o j e c t  and p r e ­
p a r a t i o n  o f  r e p o r t  ( 5 0 % ) ,  p r i n t i n g  o f  f i n a l  r e p o r t  
t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  (30% ) , t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  ( 1 0 % ) ,  
p o s t a g e  ( 5 % ) ,  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  ( 5 % ) .

$ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0
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H O U S E 1 J O U R N A L

H ouse F in a n c e  C om m ittee  
L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t  .
CSHB 5 4 9  ( F in a n c e )
Page  2

The p r o j e c t  s h a l l  b e  c o m p le t e d  i n  t im e  f o r  r e v i e w  b y  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r t e e n t h  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

■Representative""'A1 Adams 
C h a i rm a n ,  House F in a n c e  

C om m ittee
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HO USF  B I L L

0 5 / 0 1 / 8 1

0 5 / 0 4 / 8 1

0 3 / 2 6 / 8 2

5 4 9  An Act m a k in g  s p e c ia l  a p p r o p r ia t io n  to th e
Depa rtm en t  of  Ad m in i s t r a t io n  fo r  c o st  a n a l y s i s
OF ALTERNATIVE DESIGNS FOR THE STATE HEALTH 
COMMUNICATION NETWORK; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE

I n tro d u c ed  b y  Re p r e s e n t a t iv e  F u l l e r  
Re f e r r e d  t o : Co m m un ity  and Re g io n a l  Af f a i r s  
th en  F in a n c e

Com m un ity  & Re g io n a l  Af f a i r s  r e p o r t e d  out  w it h
4 'DO PASS' AND 1  'NO REC' (BYLSMA)

Ho u se  F in a n c e  r e p o r t e d  b i l l  out  as  co m m it t e e
SUBSTITUTE WITH 6 'DO PASS' 3 'NO REC' AND 
1 'DO NOT PASS'

* *  Or i g i n a l  b i l l  sought  to  a p p r o p r ia t e  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  
to  De p t , of Co m m un ity  & Re g io n a l  Af f a i r s  fo r
A GRANT TO THE NORTON SOUND HEALTH CORPORATION 
FOR A F E A S IB IL IT Y  STUDY ON ESTABLISHING A VHF 
NETWORK.

* *  The s u b s t i t u t e  would  a p p r o p r ia t e  $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  to  th e  
Depa rtm en t  of Ad m in i s t r a t io n  for  p r e p a r a t io n  of  a 
c o st  a n a l y s i s  of a l t e r n a t iv e  t e l e c o m m u n ic a t io n
DESIGNS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE STATEWIDE HEALTH 
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK, THE UNSPENT PORTION 
WOULD LAPSE ON JUNE 3 0 ,  1 9 8 3  AND THE MONEY WOULD 
BE APPROPRIATED IMMEDIATELY,

Ho u se  F in a n c e  Co m m it t e e  a tta c h ed  a l e t t e r  of
INTENT (SEE ATTACHED)



H B 5 4 S  -  c o n t ,
PAGE 2

0 4 / 0 7 / 8 2  House a d o p te d  f i n a n c e  s u b s t i t u t e  and  p a s s e d
3 3 - 2 - 5  W ITH  THE  E F F E C T I V E  DATE  A D O P T E D ,

0 4 / 0 8 / 8 2 Re c e iv e d  b y  t h e  S enate  
Re f e r r e d : Sen a te  F in a n c e
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Funding Information

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  F u l l e r O f f e r e d :  3 / 2 6 / 8 2

R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

bunding 
General Fund 
Other Funds

IN THE HOUSE

"$T3fff,000- 0 -
$130,000

BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 549 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart­

ment of Administration for a cost analysis of alterna­

tive designs for the state health communications net­

work j and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $130,000 is appropriated from the general fund to

the Department of Administration for preparation of a cost analysis of a lte r­

native telecommunications designs for improvements to the statewide health 

communications network.

* Sec. 2. The unexpended and unobligated portion of the appropriation 

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1983.

* Sec. 3. This Act take3 effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.-

070(c).
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POSITION PAPER 
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 549

CSHB 549; "An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of 
Administration for a cost analysis of alternative designs for the state 
health communications network; and providing for an effective date."

CSHB 549 would appropriate the sum of $130,000 to the Department of 
Administration for preparation of a cost analysis of alternative telecommu­
nications designs for improvements to the state health communications 
netwdrk.

The Department of Health and Social Services strongly endorses this 
•b ill.  Reliable health communications continues to be a significant problem 
in many areas of the state, especially in  some rural and bush areas. 
Necessary health communications include clin ic-to-hospital and ambulance-to- 
hospital communications. In some areas, the communications links are • 
either non-existent (concerning ambulance-to-hospital communications in 
some areas) or unreliable. Current technology includes HF single side 
band radios, VHF radios, VHF microwave links, and s a te llite  earth stations. 
Involved organizations include state agencies, the Indian Health Service, 
private long line carriers, ambulance services, native health corporations, 
and hospitals. I t  is  expected that, with funding appropriated under 
CSHB 549, the Department of Administration, Divisions of Telecommunications, 
w ill be able to work witti a il  of these organizations and identify health 
communications needs throughout the state, and to determine cost effective 
designs to improve a va ila b ility  and r e lia b ility  of health communications 
systems.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports this b i l l .

Recommended
E. S, "Rabeau M.D., Director 
Division of Public Health

Date:
/

Approved by:
Helen D. Beirne, Commissioner 
Department of Health and 

Social Services

D a t e : A f —  6  -



THE LE G IS LATU RE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEG IS LA TU R E

FISCAL NOTE '

B i l l / R e s o lu t io n  Ho.  ̂ Ho^e B i l l  No. 549
T i t l e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n ^  Uept .  o f / \ anvin. f o r  co s t  an a l y s i s  t o r  s t a t e  hea I t n commum - 
Requested bv Finance Committee   Date  3 / 2 6 / 8 2  cat-ions

• I I .  FISCAL DETAIL .Agency A ffe c te d D e p a r tm e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
Program  Category A ffe c ted  H e a l t h / P u b l i c  h e a l t h  " *
BRU, Program , Or S ubp rog ram ^  A ffe c ted  tmergency Medical Services 
(N o te : I f  more than one budgec component i s  a f fe c te d , sepa ra te  lin e - item  * 

amounts and fund ing  f o r  each component in  the a n a ly s is  s e c t io n .) "
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )  .

FY 82 FY 83 FY 64 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 b n .

200 TRAVEL 0 0 0 . 0 0 0
300 CONTRACTUAL u U U U 0 0
400 COMMODITIES u 0 0 0 0 0
500 EQUIPMENT 0 0 0 0 0 . n
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 0 0 0 0
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC. 0 0 0 0 0 0

•
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 ■ 0 . 0

FUNDING (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )

GENERAL FUND O' 0 0 .0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS U U • 0 0 0 .0
OTHER (S p e c ify  Sou rce ) 0 . U 0 - Q 0 ^ 0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME > f l  . . . . 0 0 0 0 . 0
PART TIME U u u ...........0 ' 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 0 0•
I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F is c a l Note P re p a ra t io n  In s t r u c t io n , S ec tion  I I I ) .

I V .  DATE Apr i l  2 , .  1982 • • prepa red  BY s - Johnson ________ _________
? AGENCY Pub lic Health /

O r ig in a l :  L e g is la t iv e  Finance PHONE 465-3027_______ .
cc : Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor ( F i r s t  L e g is la t o r  Named)
33 -001 (R ev . 12 /81 )




