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y ,  @cu)wLS’T ^ jî c iie X flp e v d ia lS

A k h u l

/ ? / /  £

" s e k Q § G ,s "



COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE



O f f e r e d  i n  t h e  SENATE: 
T o :  ________________

B y : finance Cowiaifctee

SENATE B I L L  No,
HOUSE B I L L  No, IB 34e (efd faile d } 

Line: 12________________

Delete existing Sec. 2, 
ADD WEW SEC . . 2 AMD SEC. 3

Sec. 2 This Act tales effect iirs.teClately ir. accordance 
with AS 01.10.070(c).

Sec. 3. The unexpended and. unobligated portion, of the 
appropriation made by this Act lapses into 
the general fund June 30, 103?•.



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

I . REQUEST
Bil l / R e s o l u t i o n  No. MB 548 _________    , ..
Title "An A c t  m a k i n g  special a p p r opriation to P ublic s afety for the Ava l a n c h e  Wam.i: 

R e q u e s t e d  by______________________________________________________ Dat e__________________  System

II. FISCAL D E TAIL 
Ag e n c y  Affected_ Dep a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y

Program Category A f f e c t e d Administration ol: Justice
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected D etachments 5 C1B___________________
(Note: If more than one b u d g e t  component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and f u n d i n g  for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 43.8 47.3 51.1 55.2
200 TRAVEL A 5 7.0 7.6 8.2
300 CONTRACTUAL 399.0 430.9 465.4 502.6
400 COMMODITIES 7.7 7.4 2.6 2.8
500 EQUIPMENT 7 0
600 LAND &  STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL
451.5 487.6 526.7 570.8

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
O T H E R  (Specify Source)

451 5 487.6 576.7 570.8

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 
PA R T  TIME 
TEMP O R A R Y

1 1 1 —
i

I, 1 1

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, S e c tion III)
To implement the Alaska Avalanche Warning System, the U.S. Forest Service, 
as coordinator of the program, has prepared an operating budget totalling 
$586,750 through FY 83. The funding participants of the program are the 
State of Alaska, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and 
the City and Borough of Juneau. The State's share is 76% or $446,000.
The subject bill appropriates the State's portion to the Department of 
Public Safety. The State participants are Department of Natural Resources, 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, and Department of 
Public Safety. The budget contains $25,000 of a "capital" nature, namely 
"construct a weather observation station and overnight facility at Bird 
Ridge." The major capital expenditure has been covered under HB 18 as a 
supplemental appropriation for use beginning FY 81.

continued

IV. DATE Tnnnnnry 17 1 OR? PREPARED B Y/ffinrcia l.vini McKenzie, Budget A n aJy.c
A G E N C Y  Department of Public Safety__________

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465-/1540______________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)
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III. ANALYSIS - continued IIB 348

Through FY 83, the operating portion of the appropriation, $421.0 will be 
expended in two major segments, approximately $343.4 towards a cooperative 
contractual agreement and $77.6 for an information and education program 
to be run by the Department of Natural Resources, including the establishment 
of a Park Ranger III position (range 18). For FY 84 through FY 87, an annual 
inflation factor of 8% is applied to the total operating budget, with an 
allowance for replacement equipment in FT 87.



•v ..1 v- V J ’ STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
Dapartmant

■. Public Safety

Bponaor (Principal)
Miller

3111 Number
HB 348 •

Oapartmant Potltlon

'$ $ $ ’•’- •- Support

•

ll K -OlvWon Director
• Walter V. Lawson

Data Convn ln lon tr 11 ll/A A
William R. Nix W|j£/vy

Date '

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE USE
Comment*:

•Tv"'1:

Q  Potlt lon  Noted
By O* t o

. ' ' SUMMARY
1. a) Raleted Bills (Sim ilar or Conflicting
! * •• * HB 18

1. b) Othar Agancitt Affected by B ill N a t u r a l  Resources
Transportation and Public Facilities

2 . a) Organizational Support fo r  Bill
• * * ’ ' t

2 . b) Organizational Opposition to  Bill

Unknown .  Unknown

3 . Program Effect* o f  Bill

. i
{ .  ̂

• . ■ 1

,y  ’  a

•

4 . Fltcal Impact: Q  None 0  Mtcal Nota Attached
S. Amendment* Proposed:

«

0. Comment*:
To implement the Alaska Avalanche Warning System, the U.S. forest Service, 
as coordinator of the program, has prepared an operating budget totalling 
$586,750 for FY 82. The funding participants of the program are the 
State of Alaska, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and 
the City and Borough of Juneau. . The State's share is 76% or $446,000.
The subject bill appropriates the State's portion to the Department of 
Public Safety. The State participants are Department of Natural Resources,
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, and Department 
Public Safety. The budget contains $25,000 of a "capital" nature,, 
namely "construct a weather observation station and. overnight facility

\ - continued
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6. Comments - continued IB 348

at Bird Ridge." The major capital expenditure has been covered under HB 
18 as a supplemental appropriation for use beginning FY 81.

Required funding for operating costs for FY 8 ^ and subsequent years will 
have to be incorporated into the regular budget request of the Department 
and is estimated as follows using a 8% inflation factor:

FY 8ĵ » $ 451.5
FY 487.6
FY 8£ 526.7
FY 8tf 570.8
FY 88* 614.3

Note: FY 8 cost is 81 above FY 8? after adjusting for capital expendi­
ture included in the total FY 8£ appropriation.

* * * * *  «*r



September 16,.1931

John A. Sandor
Regional Forester
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Dear Mr. Sandor:

On September 8, 1981 Colonel Anderson,' the Director of the Alaska 
State Troopers met with Chip Dcnnerlein, Director, Division of Parle, 
Department of Natural Resources. The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss the attached master agreement on the "Alaska Avalanche and Fire 
Weather Forecast System".

It was agreed that sinco tho Department of Natural Resources liave the 
major state manpower and program Tole, and the role of the Department 
of Public Safety is organizational and co-diairing; that the Department 
of Natural Resources should be the lead stato agency.

During this meeting it was agreed tliat the Department of Natural Resources 
should be the lead state agency. They have the major state manpower and 
programatic role, while the Department of Public Safety's role is that 
of co-chairman of the board and assisting in the channeling of the state’s 
appropriated share to the Department of Natural Resources.

Therefore, I recommend that the Department of Public Safety role identi­
fied on page If2 of the agreement be assigned or delegated to the Depart­
ment of Natural Resources.

Sincerely

William R. Nix 
Commissioner

WRN/WVL/djb



U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  A g r i c u l t u r e

TO REST  SERV IC E
P .O . Box 1628 , Juneau, Al< 99002

j>2J.U
(S&PF)

S E P  2 3 1981

r

Mr. W i l l i am  R. N ix , Commissioner 
A laska Department o f  P u b l ic  S a fe ty  
Pouch N
Juneau, AK 99811

L

Dear Commissioner N ix :
Thank you f o r  you r l e t t e r  o f  September 16 , rega rd ing  you r Department's 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the c o op e ra t iv e  A laska Avalanche and F i r e  Weather 
F o re c a s t  System.
We a re  making the  change in  the  Master Agreement th a t  you 
recommended. I t  i s  l o g i c a l  t h a t  the Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources 
re p re s e n t  the S ta te  in  many o f  the on -the -g round  o p e ra t io n a l 
programs. This appears t o  be de leg a ted  a u t h o r i t y  th a t  you a re  
t r a n s f e r r i n g ,  under the b a s ic  p ro v is io n s  o f  the 1980 S ta tu te ,
AS 1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0 ,  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  S ta tew ide Avalanche Warning.
I  w i l l  send you a r e v is e d  agreement f o r  you r s ig n a tu re ,  cove r ing  your 
Department's r o l e  w ith the S ta te  a p p ro p r ia t i o n s  p rocess and s e rv in g  as  
S ta te  Co-Chairman o f  the AA/FWFS Execu tive  Board . U n t i l  such time as 
the  S ta te  law may be amended, I  b e l i e v e  i t  i s  im po rtan t th a t  the 
Department o f  P u b l i c  S a fe ty  r e p re s e n ta t i v e  be cons ide red  as the S ta te  
Co-Chairman o f  the Executive Board . In  t h i s  way, you r Department 
would be f u l f i l l i n g  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  re p re s en t in g  the S ta te  in  
th e  o v e r a l l  o p e ra t io n .
We app re c ia te  you r i n t e r e s t  and c o op e ra t io n .

cc : W i l l iam  H. "Chip" D cnn e r le in , DNR 
W a llace  W atts , USDA FS 
Theodore G. Sm ith , DMR

• ’»

x c :  C o l .  T .R .  Anderson, AST

GD -  9 /2 8 /0 1
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F u n ding In f o r m a t i o n  
G enera Fund 
Ot h e r  Funds

IN T H E  HOUSE

$45^,000
-0-

$446,000

Introduced: 3/17/81
Referred: Finance

BY M I L L E R

HO U S E  BILL NO. 348 (efd failed)

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  ST A T E  O F  A LASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

ment of Public S afety for the A laska avalanche w a r n i n g  

system."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The sum of $446,000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  from the general fund 

to the Dep a r t m e n t  of Public Safety for the A laska a v alanche w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. The u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1982.

- 1 - HB 3 4 8 (efd failed)
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$£46, O W

Introduced: 3/17/81 
Referred: Finance

I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY M ILLER

H O U S E  BILL NO. 348 

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S LATURE - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

ment of Public Safety for the A l a s k a  avalanche w a r n i n g  

system; and p roviding for an effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T HE L EGISLATURE OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The sum of $446,000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  from the general fund 

to the D e p artment of P ublic Safety for the A laska aval a n c h e  w a r ning system.

* Sec. 2. The u n e x p e n d e d  and un o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the appro p r i a t i o n  

m a d e  b y  this Act lapses into the general fund Jun e  30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i mmediately in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

- 1 - HB 348



POSITION PAPER
HOUSE BILL NO. 348 (efd failed)

"An Act making a • sp e c ia l ap p rop ria tion  to  the Department o f  Pub lic  
S a fe ty  f o r  the A laska avalanche warning system; and p rov id ing  f o r  an 
e f fe c t iv e  d a te ."
HB No. 348 p rov ides $446 ,000 to  the Department o f  P ub lic  S a fe ty  f o r  
the A laska avalanche warning system.
The Department o f  H ealth  and S o c ia l Serv ices b e lie v e s  tha t an avalanche 
warning and c o n tro l system is  necessary to  reduce the r i s k  o f  avalanche 
which o c c a s io n a lly  r e s u lt s  in  se riou s in ju r ie s  o r  death.
Mr. Doug F e s s le r  o f  the A laska S ta te  Parks re c e n t ly  completed a study 
o f  avalance f a t a l i t i e s  which occurred between 1970 and 1979. Based 
on th is  study, the fo llow in g  fa c ts  were gathered:

1) There were 17 f a t a l  avalanches in vo lv in g  24 f a t a l i t i e s .  I t  
. was estim ated th a t f o r  every f a t a l i t y  there have been 10 others

who were caught in  an avalanche, but su rv ived .
2 ) Most avalanche deaths were in  January (29% ), fo llow ed  by May 

(17% ), and February and August (13% each ).
3) R eg io n a lly , 33% occurred in  the In te r io r- ,— occurred in  

S ou th cen tra l, and 137o occurred in  Southeast.
4 ) Most deaths were assoc ia ted  w ith re c re a t io n a l a c t iv i t ie s  in ­

c lud ing  s k iin g , h ik ing  and c lim b ing .
The Department o f  H ealth  and S o c ia l Serv ices supports the concept o f  
th is  b i l l .

Recommended by \pf)anjcX̂ (7Qjacŝ S.£_______
David Bruce, Deputy D ire c to r 
D iv is ion  o f  Pub lic  Health

Date: 1 7 8 )

Approved by:
Helen D. B e im e , Commissioner



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

Bm/Resolution No. House Bl11 No‘ 348 (e fd  fa i le d )___________
Title "An Act making a spec ia l a p p ro p r ia t io n  to  t.hp Dppt..
Requested by_ Commissioner's O f f i c e

■af._Ruhl.ir. S a fe ty  fnr_. ava lanche ,Date 3 /2 0 /8

U. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected Dept, o f  Hea lth  and Soc ia l S e rv ice s
Program Category Affected P ub lic  Hea lth
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected ; ;__________________________________________
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding fo r each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f  Dollars)

FY 8 1 FY 82 FY 83 FY  84 FY  .85 .FY  86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 ......0 _ 0
200 TRAVEL 0 0 . o 0 0 0
300 CONTRACTUAL 0 0 0 0 0
400 COMMODITIES 0 0 ............. 0 0 0 n
300 EOUIPMF.NT 0 .....Cl 0 . . .  0 . . .  0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 0 0 p n 0 0
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0
TOTAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS . . .  -g - 0 0 0 ........... T 1" “ 0
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS 

FULL TIME 0 0 ' c 0 0 0
PART TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 0 0 0 _  . . . ...................0 0

I II . ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I I I )

IV. DATE 3/20 /81 Mark Johnson

Original:
cc:

Legislative Finance
.PREPARED B Y  ,_________________________AGENCY D gp t .o f  Hea lth  & S o c ia l S e rv ices 
PHONE 465 -3027 ____

Budget and Management . J  f  //  i  i  A
Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) M&B Approval y f / .  AJL lU v

33 -0 0 1  (Rev. 1 2 / 8 0
Date
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Funding I n f o r m a t i o n  Introduced: 3/17/81
General Fund $446,000 Referred: Finance
Other Funds -0-

. $446,000

IN THE HOUSE BY M I L L E R

H O U S E  BILL NO. 348 (efd failed)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

ment of Public Safety for the A l aska aval a n c h e  w a r n i n g  

system."

BE IT ENACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The sum of $446,000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  fr o m  the general fund

to the Department of P ublic Safety for the Alaska a v alanche w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. The u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r tion of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

made by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1982.

- 1 - HB 3 4 8 (efd failed)
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HOUSE BILL NO. 18

"An Act making a supplemental appropr ia t ion  to  the  Department of  Public 
Safety  f o r  implementation of the s ta tew iae  avalanche warning system, and 
providing f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  da te ."

HE No. 18 provides $130,000 fo r  p repara t ion  of orographic p r e c ip i t a t i o n
models of Southeas te rn  and Southcentral  Alaska -to be used as p a r t  of the
sta tewide  avalanche warning system.

The Department does be l ieve  t h a t  an avalanche warning and contro l  system
is  necessary  to reduce the  r i s k  of avalanche which occas iona l ly  r e s u l t s  
in se r ious  i n j u r i e s  or deaths.

The Department o f  Health and Social Services supports  the concept of th is  
b i l l .

Recommended by: ______
David Bruce, Deputy D irec tor  

■ Division o f  Public Health

Date:

Approved by:

Date:

— 4Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner



. i

U-^FISCAL DETAIL
> Agency Affected Department o f  Health & Social  Serv ices

Prbgram Catcsorv Affected Meaith/Divis ion of Public Health
Emergency lieoiCo) Serv icesB R U , Program, cr Subprogram(s) Affected________wwwj ______________ _

(N o te : I f  more thar* one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding f o r  each 
component in the analysis section.)

EX PEND ITURES  (Thousands o f  Dollars)

•
F Y  80 .FY 81 •FYS2 | F Y  83 I F Y  84 F Y  85

J00 P E R S O N A L  SERVICES 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
POO TRAVpT, 0 0 0 0 I 0 0
300 G O N T R  ACU T A  T 0 0 0 0 I 0 0
400 r n M w r o r r r p ^ 0 ' 0 0 0 1 0 0
500 EOinPK-'FKT • 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S 0 0 0 0 1 0 0
700 G R  ANTS. CT A "MR. FTC. • 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

1 1
T O T A L 0 . 0 4 . 0

oo

. • 0

F U N D I N G  (Tnousands of Dollars) •

•

G E N E R A L  F U N D 0 . 0 1 0 0 | 0 0
'EDERAL F U N D S 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

O T H E R  fSoecifv Fund Sourcel 0 . 0 i 0 0 1 0 0
. 1 -----------

1 1

POSITIONS

FULL TIME ‘ 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 ’
PART TIME 0 0 0 ■ 0 0 0
TEMPORARY 0 I 0 0 0 • 0 0 •

I I I .  AN ALYS IS  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I I I )

IV. DATE 01/22/81 PREPARED B Y  Mark S. Johnson___________
"AGENCY Emergency MediC3 I Se rv ice s /D iv .  Public Health

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc:~ Budget and Management

P r im e  Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

PriONE 4 6 5 -3 0 2 7    .
• I «/,, j 7 ,

/ / o •

■ n . o n i  /R f;v  17 /7  91



.FISCAL NOTE
I. REQUEST

^fl(/'^ActnmaSing supplemental appropriation to Kubxic sarety tor AVaianclVg1Tamlng.',<Title._____
Requested by ' Mike Miller Date.

n. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Public Safety 
Program Category Affected Administration of Justice
BRU, Program, or Suborogram(s) Affected A (kinistration and Support
(Note: I f  more than one budget c 

component in the analysis 
EXPENDITURES (Thousands

omponent is 
section.) 
o f  Dollars)

FY  .81

affected, se 

FY  82

parate Iine-it 

FY 8 3

em amounts 

FY  84

and fundinj 

F Y  .85

fo r each 

.F Y 8 6 -
J00  PERSONAL SERVICES 6 .2 6 . 8 7 .1 7 .6 8 .2
200  TRAVEL
300  CONTRACTUAL
400  COMMODITIES
.500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL 6 . 2  6 . 8  7 . 1  7 .6  8 .2
0

FUNDING (Thousands o f  Dol 
GENERAL FUND

Jars)
6 .2 6 . 8 7 .1 7 .6 8 .2

FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER fSoecifv Fund Source)

POSITIONS

FULL  TIME •
PART TIME 1 . 0 1 .0 1 . 0 1 . 0 1 . 0
TEMPORARY

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I I I )
Monitoring and administering the contract with the U.S. Forest Service for on-going 
operating costs would require the part-time services of an Accounting Clerk II] 
(approximately 3 months). An inflation factor of 7% is included for subsequent years.

Please see attached

IV. DATE Janaury 29. 1981

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

PREPARED BY
AGENCY  ___
PH O N E ________

Jos Manranath. Finance Officer 
_Publ.ic._ Safety__________________
4 6 5 - 4 3 4 9

33-001 (Rev. 1 2 / 8 0



1/18/82

HO U S E  BILL 348 (An act m a k i n g  a special appropriation to the Department

o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  f o r  th e  a vala n c h e  w a rn in g  system )

3 -1 7 -8 1  In tro d u c e d  by R e p re s e n ta tiv e  M i l l e r  
R e f: H. F in a n c e

5 -1 8 -8 1  H. F in a n c e  r e p o rte d  o u t  w it h  3 "do p ass" (Freem an, M oss, Rogers)
1 'd o  n o t  p a s s ' (Carney) 4 'n o  r e c ' (Adams, Haugen, M ontgom ery, 
M alone)

5 -2 2 -8 1  Passed House 2 5 -1 2 -3
E f f e c t iv e  d a te  f a i l e d  2 6 -1 1 -3

5 -2 6 -8 1  Read i n  Senate
R e f: Senate S ta te  A f f a i r s ,  F in a n c e

5 -2 9 -8 1  R ep orted  o u t  by S. S ta te  A f f a i r s  v /ith  3 'd o  p a s s ' rec

Summary:

Makes a s p e c ia l a p p r o p r ia t io n  in  th e  amount o f  $446,000 from  th e  G e ne ra l Fund 

to  th e  D epartm ent o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  f o r  th e  A la s k a  a va la n c h e  w a rn in g  system . 

P ro v id e s  f o r  th e  unexpended and u n o b lig a te d  p o r t io n  o f  th e  a p p r o p r ia t io n  to  

la p s e  in t o  th e  g e n e ra l fu n d  6 /3 0 /8 2 .  A c t t o  ta k e  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly .

N o te : E f f e c t iv e  d a te  f a i l e d  i n  House by v o te  o f  2 6 -1 1 -3  on 5 /2 2 /8 1 .

Back up te s tim o n y  on f i l e .



' T e s t im o n y  b e f o r e  S enA te  F in a n c e  J a n * 1<̂ 82
Com m itte  r e :  A v a la n c h e  F o r e c a s t  P rog ram

I  am E l l e n  S e a rb y , r e s i d e n t  o f  Jun eau  and t r a i n e r  o f  SEADOGS, th e  
S o u t h e a s t e r n  A la s k a  s e a r c h  and  r e s c u e  dog te am .

Our r e s c u e  team  can  o n ly  t r y  t o  h e lp  p e o p le  who g e t  b u r i e d  i n  a v a la n c h e s  
and  a r e  lu c k y  enough  t o  s u r v i v e  u n t i l  we g e t  t h e r e .  We c a n n o t b r in g  v i c t in s  
b a c k  t o  l i f e  o r  r e p la c e  d e s t r o y e d  p r o p e r t y .  The o n ly  e f f e c t i v e  way t o  
s a v e  la r g e  num bers o f  l i v e s  and  p r e v e n t  p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  i s  t o  h a v e  p e o p le  
and  p r o p e r t y  s t a y  o u t  o f  a v a la n c h e s .  We n eed  t o  a c q u i r e  th e  d a t a  t h a t  
a l lo w  u s t o  p r e d i c t  when and  w he re  a v a la n c h e s  w i l l  o c c u r— and t h a t  d a ta  
w i l l  t a k e  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t o  a c q u i r e .  V /ith  in c r e a s in g  num bers o f  p e o p le  
s k i i n g  i n  th e  b a c k  c o u n t r y  and  i n c r e a s in g  p r e s s u r e  t o  b u i ld  and  c o n s t r u c t  
r o a d s  i n  a v a la n c h e  a r e a s ,  we h a v e  some c a t c h in g  up t o  d o .

P r e s e n t ly  th e  I4. o f  u s  on SEADOGS* c a l l o u t  l i s t  a r e  t h e  o n ly  c a n in e  
r e s c u e r s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a l l  o f  A la s k a .  The RCMB have  s e v e r a l  d og s t r a i n e d  i n  
w e t t e r n  C an ad a . O b v io u s ly  we c a n ’ t  g e t  t o  many a r e a s  f a s t  enough  t o  h e lp  
e v e n  th o s e  who s u r v i v e  th e  s l i d e  b u t  a r e  b u r i e d .  I n  many a r e a s ,  i n c lu d in g  
some h e r e  i n  Ju n e a u , ’t h e  a v a la n c h e  r e l e a s e  zo n e s  a r e  c o m p lic a t e d . P a d t o f  
t h e  zone may r e l e a s e  w ith  a ^ v a la n c h e  b i g  enough t o  k i l l ,  le a v i n g  as much 
o r  m ore snow h a n g in g  ab ove  th e  r e s c u e r s .  We n eed  t o  know th e  c o n d i t i o n  
o f  t h a t  r e m a in in g  snow and i t s  s t a b i l i t y  b e f o r e  s e n d in g  i n  r e s c u e r s .  The 
o n ly  a c c u r a t e  way t o  do t h a t  i s  w ith  a  f o r e c a s t  s y s tem  b u i l t  on  a s  many
y e a r s  o f  c om p le te  d a t a  as we c a n  g e t .

We n e e d  t o  h av e  t h i s  f o r e c a s t  s y s tem  i n  f u l l  o p e r a t i o n  w ith  t e c h n ic ia n s  
w o rk in g  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  n eed ed  d a t a  and a s s e s s  th e  s t a t u s  o f  o u r  snowpack

s

d a i l y .  We n eed  som e th in g  a l o t  m ore c o m p le te  and  s c i e n t i f i c  th a n  th e
m ethod  SEADOGS p r e s e n t l y  r e l i e s  o n  (w h ic h  d o e s n ’ t  h e lp  an yon e  e l s e )  o f  
h a v in g  me d r i v e  o v e r  t o  th e  D o u g la s  s id e  f o r  a v ie w  o f  th e  Than^e R oad
and  B & giiresr s id e  b e f o r e  c a l l i n g  th e  te am  t o  s a y  "H ey f e l l o w s ,  t a k e  y o u r
d o g s  and  p a c k s  t o  w o rk  t o d a y " .



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Jan. 19, 1982

Mr. Chairman and m e m bers of the F i n ance Committee:

M y  nam e  is Leif Lie. I a m  the M e t e o r o l o g i s t  in Charge at the W e a t h e r  

Service Fo-^cast O f f i c e  h e r e  in Juneau. I a m  here to r e p r e s e n t  the

. ' I ',. .
Nati o n a l  W e a t h e r  Service in support of Ho u s e  Bill No. 348. Th i s  bill 

p rovides for an e f fective ava l a n c h e  forecast p r o gram for s o u t h e a s t  and 

south-central Alaska. Fiv e  state agencies, several federal agencies, 

and the Ci t y  and Borough o f  J u n e a u  are involved in the f u n d i n g  o f  this 

bill. The total cost of the A l a s k a  Avalanche Warning S y s t e m  is 

$587,000.00. The State of A l a s k a  contributes $446,000.00 or 76%.

The National W e a t h e r  Service supports Ho u s e  Bill No. 348 for the following 

reasons:

1. W i t h  an improved ava l a n c h e  forecasting and w a r n i n g  s y s t e m  

both lives and p r o p e r t y  wil l  b e  saved.

2. A  b e t t e r  snowfall forecast w i l l  result in a m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  

avalanche control operation. This wil l  lead to c o n s i d e r a b l e  

d o l l a r  savings b y  h e l ping the highway department k n o w  w h e n  to 

close and r e o p e n  p u blic highways.

3. There w i l l  be an increase in a v alanche related d eaths and 

injuries unless the trend is reversed now. T h e  trend is 

dire c t l y  ass o c i a t e d  w i t h  the increase in r e c r e a t i o n a l  activities 

w h i c h  include skiing, hiking, snowmobiling, and climbing.

T he Nati o n a l  W e a ther Service wi l l  provide m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  and technical

a ss i s t a n c e  to the A l a s k a  Ava l a n c h e  W a r ning System, and in Southeast

A l a s k a  w i l l  prepare a n d  issue ava l a n c h e  warn i n g s  until the A l a s k a

A v a l a n c h e  W a r n i n g  Center can take over the responsibility.

I w i l l  be gl a d  to answer a ny questions r e garding our f o r e c asting and

w a r n i n g  s ystem for a v a l a n c h e s . ..in particular, here in SE Alaska.

''re-rtf*



•MY NAME IS BOB JANES AND I AM TESTIFYING FOR THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE 7 •
. *■ i • r*.' • • • • V*v *, . . . . . . .  ,» '.......... ... . ...... *. ••W.tn.;.#• A t •

TODAY IN SUPPORT'OF HB18 AND HB348.. ^ .....
V ‘ vi.lv jAst.l- ' * . >• • V; ‘ T‘* s. 7'A .'.:'

. ’. , » * *  K ' S  . .» <  •••i.y  7 * •  * '*  * * I  . . • • • ! . . . . .  »  • . * •  • *•• .,• • . . . . .  • '  v , . . .•• . . .  • * -1’* . **. •* • *’I

.THESE ARE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION BILLS FOR FISCAL YEAR 82\ AND THEY\
ARE NEEDED^WNTINU^OPERATION O F THE  ALASKA AVALANCHE AND FII^

FORECASTING SYSTEM. ' THIS IS A COOPERATIVE PROJECT ‘.BETWEEN S T A T E ^ f S S # -• •  • > • (

MUNICIPAL, AND FEDERAL AGENCIES. ' .IT WAS IMPLEMENTED IN 1 9 8 0 ^ W I W O T ^ v :

EACH.MEMBER OF: THIS COMMITTEE HAS BEEN PROVIDED WITH A PACKET.OF INFORMAT- ' 

ION SENT TO THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE, APRIL 16, 1981. I WILL THEREFORE 

NOT REITERATE THOSE DETAILS ABOUT THE NEED AND PURPOSE OF THESE TWO BILLS 

AT THIS TIME. . ’ *’

THE LEGISLATIVE HISTORY OF THE PREVIOUS SESSION SHOWS. BOTH BILLS PASSED 

THE HOUSE R O O R  MAY 26, 1981. . HB348 PASSED OUT OF SENATE STATE'AFFAIRS

MAY 29, AND HB18 PASSED THAT SAME BODY ON JUNE 18, -<PflItfr«8fililiVgS If i
* , •

• . * • • 

WE URGE YOU TO ACT FAVORABLY ON THESE TWO BILLS. THE FUNDING IS CRITICAL f
• • . . •. V-f •

FOR CONTINUED OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM, AT THE PRESENT TIME THE ACTIVITY

HAS BEEN .SLICED BACK TO A BARE MINIMUM, WITH REDUCED APPLICATION IN

SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA, AND NO COVERAGE IN THE JUNEAU LOCALITY,. THE RESULTV ..
• , , , . •• • . • • •

IS WE'RE FALLING BEHIND IN THE PLANNED FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT EFFORT FOR

THE OVERALL STATEWIDE SYSTEM. • \
y . v

•  . a . . :  , .

IF THESE APPROPRIATION BILLS ARE APPROVED, WE RECOMMEND THE FUNDING BE 

AUTHORIZED~FOR' EXPENDITURE THROUGH.FISCAL YEAR 1983;.. . ............

IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO OBTAIN FUNDING AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME,



' IN ORDER TO RESTORE AVALANCHE FORECASTING CAPABILITY AND PUBLIC EDUCATION
• * • •

EFFORT THROUGHOUT THE STATE. EARLY AUTHORIZATION WOULD ENABLE HIRING ONE 

’ AVALANCHE TECHNICIAN TO.COVER THE JUNEAU LOCALITY YET THIS WINTER. O'THERE 

. WOULD.ALSO BE OTHER*SIGNIFICANT CATCH-UP NEEDS ACHIEVED BEFORE THE ENDfflF 

THE WINTER SEASON.

*...*• .* ’  i  V  *  ’  • * • »1>i« • * . . . ’  • • .*• * # ..

REMAINING FUNDS WOULD BE STRETCHED THROUGH FISCAL YEAR 1983. FOR FISCAL

 ̂ YEAR 1984, AUTHORIZED FUNDING WOULD BE THROUGH THE REGULAR PROGRAM '
• * ' • *. .

BUDGETING PROCESS BY THE LEAD DEPARTMENT REPRESENTING ALL STATE INTERESTS 

AT THAT TIME. * >!;-. ■/

WE APPRECIATE YOUR TIME AND EARLY SCHEDULING OF THESE TWO BILLS FOR 

HEARING. ’ I WILL .BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROJECT.

Testimony presented by Bob Janes, Deputy Director f o r State and private ’• 
Forestry, USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region, at a Hearing on January 19, 1982 
before the Senate Finance Committee.

■



NATIONAL SKI PATROL SYSTEH INC. - ALASKA DIVISION 
Annual Meeting - Anchorage, May 25-26, 1979

WHEREAS, The National Ski Patrol System, Inc. is a non profit volunteer 
organization of 23,000 Individuals, with more than 300 patrollers In 
Alaska dedicated to protecting the health and safety of thousands of 
winter recreationists Including, but not limited to alpine and nordlc 
skiers using both developed and undeveloped mountainous terrain, and

WHEREAS, The State of Alaska had the highest nimber of fatalities, (29)
1n the Nation due to snow avalanches since 1970, followed by the State:- • 
of Colorado and Washington with 2 4 'and.21 deaths respectively, and

WHEREAS, Snow avalanche hazards ex1s+% throughout the State cf Alaska, •
with: (a) 18C known avalanche paths that cross public* highways and 
railroads; (b) over 500 human occupancy structures lying directly In 
avalanche paths; (c) thousands of avalanche paths within heavily used 
developed and undeveloped public recreation areas; (d) the Juneau arec 
posing the greatest potential threat than anywhere 1n North America for a 
catastrophic avalanche, with resulting loss of many lives and Immeasurable 
property damage, and

WHEREAS, central snow avalanche warning systems have proven effective 
1n the States of Colorado, Washington, and Oregon, and

WHEREAS, there 1s a need for a Statewide Avalanche Warning System In Alaska, to 
alert Its citizens to changing snow conditions conductive to severe snow 
avalanche danger, and

WEREAS, the U.S. Forest Service through Its Division of State and Private 
Forestry 1n the Alaska Region, has proposed a cooperative project to 
Implement an Alaskan Avalanche Warning System (AAWS) with joint financing 
by various Federal and State agencies, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Alaska Division of the National Ski Patrol 
System,- Inc. strongly supports the proposed Alaska Avalanche Warning 
System, and urges first-phase Implementation to start for the winter of 
1979-1980, and. ! ■

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the State*of Alaska Legislature 1s urged to adopt 
legislation to authorize- the establishment and continuation of a line Item 
annual appropriation to the Department of Public Safety, for the purpose 
of representing the State's Interests In the participating Departments of 
Public Safpiy, Transportation, and Natural Resources; the annual appropriation 
Should ba consistent with the enclosed sugg^-sted financial plan, £.r?r 
benefltting State agencies. *

RESOLUTION
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T H E  CITY A N D  B O R O U G H  O F  JUNEAU
CAPITAL OF ALASKA 

155 SOUTH SEWARD ST. JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

LAW DEPARTMENT (907) 586-3300 

Jan u ary  18, 1982

S en a te  F inance  Committee 
A lask a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re  
Pouch V
Ju n eau , A lask a  99811

FILE: House B i l l s  18 and 348 (A valanche 
W arning System A p p ro p r ia tio n s )

Dear Members:

The C ity  and Borough o f Juneau  su p p o r ts  House B i l l s  18 and 348 and 
u rg e s  y o u r speedy a p p ro v a l.

T here i s  p ro b ab ly  a h ig h e r  p e r  c a p i ta  exposu re  to  av a lan ch es  f o r  
A laskans l iv in g  in  s o u th e a s t  A lask a  th an  in  m ost o th e r  a re a s  o f  th e
s ta te *  Here in  s o u th e a s t ,  av a lan ch e  p rone a re a s  a re  bo th  l i t e r a l l y
and f i g u r a t i v e l y  in  our back y a rd s . We l i v e  and r e c r e a te  in
av a la n c h e  prone a r e a s .  The C ity  and Borough p a r t i c ip a t e s  in  th e
c o o p e ra t iv e  l o c a l - s t a t e - f e d e r a l  av a lan ch e  w arning  system . W hile 
th e  system  p r e s e n t ly  has s e v e r a l  av a lan ch e  te c h n ic ia n s ,  none a re  
s ta t io n e d  in  s o u th e a s t  A lask a . I t  i s  our u n d e rs ta n d in g  t h a t ,  among 
o th e r  th in g s ,  ad o p tio n  o f th e  s u b je c t  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  would p ro v id e  
such a te c h n ic ia n  f o r  s o u th e a s t  A laska and would a ls o  pave th e  way 
f o r  g a th e r in g  and p ro c e s s in g  th e  in fo rm a tio n  n e c e ss a ry  to  more 
a c c u r a te ly  p r e d ic t  and p re v e n t o r  c o n t ro l  a v a la n c h e s . These b i l l s  
would be a s i g n i f i c a n t  s te p  tow ard  making th e  A laska av a lan ch e  
w arn in g  system  an e f f e c t i v e  s ta te w id e  system .

We u rg e  your do p ass  recom m endation on th e se  b i l l s .

S in c^ rfe ly , ^  / I

G erald  L. Sharp /
A tto rn ey

cc : S e n a to r  Don B en n e tt
S e n a to r  M. E. Dankworth 
S e n a to r  R ichard  I .  E lia so n  
S e n a to r  Frank R. Ferguson  
S e n a to r  John C. S a c k e tt  
Sen ' t o r  T erry  S tim son 
S e n i o r  A r l i s s  S tu rg u lew sk i 
S e n a to r  B i l l  Ray 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Mike M il le r  
Jim  W ak efie ld , Chairman



SSA COMMITTEE HEARING 1:30 PM
5728

SENATOR COLLETTA SSAC

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e
F O R E S T  S E R V IC E

P .O . Box 1628, Juneau, A laska 99802

3210 
APR-1 &

H onorab le Samuel R . Cotten 
A la ska  S ta te  Hou^e o f  R ep resen ta tive s 
Chairman, House F inance Committee 
Pouch V , S ta te  C a p ito l 
Juneau AK 99811

1 9 C I

Dear Mr. C o tten :
*

r~i

I

r:U

The enc losed  m a te r ia l p rov id es background in fo rm a tion  rega rd ing  two 
a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l s  which have been in troduced  f o r  continued 
development and op e ra tio n  o f  th e  A laska  Avalanche Warning System.
These a re  H .B . No. 18 and H .B . No. 348 , which have been re fe r re d  t o  
y o u r Committee.
The S ta te  o f  A la ska  i s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  th is  p u b lic  s e rv ic e  which was 
implemented la s t  y e a r . The ex ten t o f  next w in te r 's  op e ra tio n  w i l l  be 
la r g e ly  in flu en ced  by a c t io n  the  S ta te  takes during t h is  S ess ion .
We hope th a t a  h ea ring  f o r  th ese  two b i l l s  can be scheduled a t  an e a r ly  
d a te . Mr. Bob Janes , Deputy D ire c to r  f o r  S ta te  and P r iv a te  F o re s t ry  
from  my s t a f f ,  shou ld  be a v a i la b le  t o  answer any questions du ring  the 
h e a rin g . I f  p o s s ib le , p le a se  adv ise  M r. Janes by phone, 586 -7 510 , o f  
th e  tim e and p la c e  as soon as i t  i s  determ ined.
S in c e re ly ,

MICHAEL A. BARTON 
Deputy R eg iona l F o re s te r
c c : R ep re sen ta tiv e  Mike M i l l e r ,  Sponsor

Jo s  Mapranaph, Finance O f f i c e r ,
Department o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  

Members, House F inance Committee

THESE TWO BILLS PASSED THE HOUSE FLOOR M A Y  26, 1981 A N D  fVERE 
REFERRED TO (1) SENATE STATE AFFAIRS, A N D  (2) SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITTEES. THIS BACKGROUND MATERIAL IS THEREFORE BEING FURNISHED 
A T  THIS TIME TO A L L  MEMBERS O F  THOSE TVJO SENATE CJlIfjfTpEtS.

r e s t  Service •200-11 (I/SI)



ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM AND FIRE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE (AAWS/FWFS)
The enabling le g is la tio n  fo r S ta te  p artic ip a tio n  in  th is  p ro jec t was enacted in  
the la s t Session of the L egislature. A copy of the Act i s  enclosed, AS 18, 
Chapter 76, Alaska Avalanche Warning System, which became effec tiv e  
July 1, 1980. Two supplemental Appropriation B ills  fo r F.Y. 82 have been 
introduced in  the F irs t  Session o f the Twelfth L egislature to  a s s is t  in  
development and operation o f the program. For F.Y. 83, the regular program 
budgeting process w ill be used by the Department of Public Safety, representing 
a l l  S tate in te re s ts  fo r  continuation of the program.

1. House B il l  No. 18 ($130,000). This i s  fo r a cap ita l investment need, 
development of two orographic p rec ip ita tio n  models fo r use in  mountain weather 
forecasting. The enclosed testimony of 2/12/81 before the House S tate  A ffairs 
Committee provides fu rth e r d e ta ils .

2. House B ill  No. 348 ($446,000). This i s  prim arily  fo r operation and 
maintenance of the system. The following tab le  shows d ire c t funding needed 
fo r, and in-kind d o lla r  value given to , the system fo r  the period
7/1/81 -  6/30/82. Amounts shown are based on an evaluation of both tangib le 
and intangible b en efits  to  the cooperating agency indicated. The general 
concept is  th a t a l l  cooperators w ill benefit through more e ffec tiv e  management 
of th e ir  individual program re sp o n s ib ilitie s . At the same time, they w ill be 
contributing to  the hea lth  and welfare of Alaska, residen ts and v is i to rs  to  the 
State.

Following the ta b le , a specific  narra tive  statement o f purpose and benefit is  
shown for each p a rtic ip a tin g  S ta te  cooperator. These are w ithin the th ree 
Departments of Public Safety, Natural Resources, and Transportation and Public

C ooperating Agency
D ire c t  Fundinp Needed Estim ated In -K in d T o ta l P ro le c t

Thousand 1
$ Value

Thousand $X Thousand $ 1 X

A . S ta te

1 . DPS $446(93) $3 1

2 . ENR-Parks (195) 50 17

3 . DMt-Geol S u rw y (40) 5 2

4 .  DNR-Forcstr  la n d , 
and Water H gt.

(20) 10 3

5 . DOTSPF (98) 16 5

Sub t o t a l $446 761 $84 28X $530 601

B. Federa l

6 . F o res t S e rv ice 70 30 10

7 . ELM 66 140* 47

8 . W eather S e rv ice 35** 11

9 . S o i l  Cons. Serv. • 9 3

C. M u n ic ip a l

10. C i t y  ft Borough 
Juneau 5 3 1

Sub t o t a l $141 241 $217 72X $358 40X

T o ta l co s t $587 $301 $888

N ote : F igu res I n  pa ren tbea ls  f o r  Sr j t e  agencies

♦ Inc ludes  s a la ry ,  s u p p lie s , communications 
and th e  maintenance and m o rtiz in g  o f  the  
s p e c ia l c a p ita l  lap row m ents  (equipment) 
needed f o r  deve lop ing  •  f l r w c a th e r  fo re c a s t 
no t being fu rn is h e d  by th e  N a tio n a l Weather 
S e rv ice .

rep re se n t d o l la r  b e n e f it  to  th e  coo p e ra to r.

* *  In c lu d e s  s a la ry ,  o f f ic e  s u p p lie s , o f f ic e  space 
and o th e r  se rv ic e s  b u t n o t th e  c o s t t o  the 
N a tio n a l Weather S erv ice  f o r  g a th e rin g  the  
weather da ta  and producing th e  w eather fo re c a s t 
p roducts  needed f o r  making weather fo re c a s ts .



1 . Department o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  ($ 9 3 ,0 0 0 ) .  Th is Department rep re sen ts  
a l l  S ta te  in te re s t s  in  th e  program and ac ts  as the c e n t ra l o f f i c e  f o r  
the $446 ,000 "p ass th rough" a p p ro p r ia t io n  t o  the A laska Avalanche and 
F i r e  Weather F o re ca s t System adm in iste red  by the U .S . F o re s t S e rv ic e  as 
o u t lin e d  in  th e  M aster Agreement between a l l  p a r t ic ip a t in g  co op e ra to rs .
The Department w i l l  b e n e f i t  p r im a r i ly  from  an expected dec rease in  
acc iden ts caused by snow avalanches and f i r e .  Th is shou ld  r e s u l t  in  
le s s  impact and demand t o  S ta te  T roopers f o r  emergency sea rch  and rescue 
m iss ion s , and a  dec rease in  expend itu res f o r  such work. The b a s ic  
o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  combined system o f  avalanche warning and f i r e  weather 
fo re c a s t in g  i s  t o  reduce lo s s  o f  l i v e s ,  p ro p e r ty , and p u b lic  
expend itu res .

2 . Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources ($ 2 5 5 ,0 0 0 ) . Three D iv is io n s  a re  
cooperating  in  th e  program :

a . D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s ($ 1 9 5 ,0 0 0 ) . Thousands o f  A la ska  re s id e n ts  
and v i s i t o r s  use S ta te  Parks f o r  w in te r re c re a t io n  such as back 
country s k i  t o u r in g , snow-machining, and mountain c lim b ing . These 
pecp le w i l l  b e n e f i t  from  th e  s e rv ic e  being o f fe re d  by the  
A va lanche-F irew eather F o re ca s tin g  C en te r by p lann ing  t r i p s  t o  avo id  
n a tu ra l dapgers as they d eve lop . On th e  Chugach S ta te  P a rk  a lon e  
la s t  y e a r , t t e r e  were 1 5 3 ,0 00  w in te r v i s i t o r  days. The in c re a s in g  
r is k s  caused by in c re a s in g  use r e s u lt s  in  a g re a te r  p o t e n t ia l f o r  
an in c rease  in  a c c id en ts . The snow avalanche hazards and 
cond ition s th a t  e x is t  in  A la ska  have re s u lte d  in  a h igh  number o f
f a t a l i t i e s  du ring  th e  decade o f  th e  1 9 7 0 's . The com bination o f  the
permanent ic e  and snow f i e ld s  in  th e  mountainous t e r r a in  o f  A la sk a , 
w ith  a heavy s n ow fa ll du ring  th e  w in te r , c re a te s  th e  p o t e n t ia l f o r  
yea rlong  ava lanche danger.
During th e  p e r io d  1970 -78  th e re  were 109 deaths from  snow
avalanches in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s . O f th e se , 23 , o r  more than  20% o f
the t o t a l ,  occu rred  in  A la sk a . During th e  some p e r io d , th e  S ta te  
o f  C o lorado had 2 4 , and Washington had 21 f a t a la t i e s .  M r. Doug 
F e s le r , S ta tew ide Snow Ranger, D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s , has stud ied  the 
A laska in c id e n ts  f o r  th a t  p a r t ic u la r  p e rio d  and he has concluded :
(1 ) th e re  were 16 ava lanches th a t caused th e  23 f a t a l i t i e s ,  and he 
estim ates th a t  f o r  eve ry  f a t a l i t y  th e re  have been 10 o th e r  peop le 
caught in  an ava lanche , bu t su rv iv e d ; (2)  most ava lanche deaths 
were in  Janua ry  (2 5% ), fo llow ed  by Feb ruary  (19%) and December and 
May (13% e a c h ); ( 3 )  r e g io n a l ly  in  A la sk a , 56% occu rred  in
S ou th c e n tra l, 25% in  I n t e r i o r ,  and 19% in  S ou th east; ( 4 )  most 
deaths were a s so c ia ted  w ith  re c re a t io n a l a c t i v i t i e s  which inc luded  
s k iin g , h ik in g , and c lim b ing .
Sec. 1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0  ( 3 )  o f  Chapter 76 p e rta in in g  t o  th e  A la ska  Avalanche 
Warning System s p e c i f ie s  c o o rd in a te  a  p u b lic  awareness program  on 
avalanche d an g e r ."  To do t h i s ,  th e  S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s  has 
been assigned r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  deve lop ing  and op e ra tin g  an 
e f fe c t iv e  S tatew ide Snow Avalanche Education Program under th e  
d ire c t io n  o f  th e  A la ska  Avalanche and F irew eathe r F o re c a s tin g  
System.



To a s s is t  in  c a rry in g  ou t the prqgraro f o r  t t e  1981-82 w in te r season, 
$ 7 7 ,6 00  o f  the S ta te  s a p p ro p r ia t io n  in  the AA/FWFS op e ra tin g  program 
w i l l  be t ra n s fe r re d  t o  th e  S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s . Th is amount i s  p a r t  
o f  the $195 ,000  b e n e fit in g  S ta te  P a rk s .

b . D iv is io n  o f  G e o lo g ic a l and Geophysical Surveys ($ 4 0 ,0 0 0 ) . AS
4 1 .0 8 .0 2 0  and 6AAC 80705l) p la c e  prim e re s p o n s ib i li t y  f o r  
id e n t i fy in g  and e v a lu a tin g  g e o lo g ic a l hazards in  A laska  w ith  the 
S ta te  G e o lo g is t . The A laska  Avalanche Warning System w i l l  he lp  in  
th is  re sp e c t , by in c re a s in g  the  le v e l o f  knowledge gained through 
a d d it io n a l te c h n ic a l p e rsonne l working on the program and by 
gathering  b a s ic  weather and snow data in  h igh mountain t e r r a in .
Two s p e c i f ic  p ro v is io n s  o f  the Act re la t in g  to  the warning system 
a re  (4 ) and (5 )  which a f f e c t  th e  work o f  t h is  D iv is io n . Sec.
1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0  (4 )  s ta te s  "c a ta lo g  a  comprehensive a t la s  o f  avalanche 
paths and s l id e  occu rrences , 1 and (5 )  s ta te s  " a s s is t  lo c a l 
governments and s ta te  agencies in  id e n t i fy in g  hazardous avalanche 
zones and in  deve lop ing  snow avalanche zoning r e g u la t io n s ."
c . D iv is io n  o f  F o re s t , Land, and W ater Management ($ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ) .  A 
combined p a r t  o f  th e  A la ska  Avalanche Warning System i s  o p e ra tio n  
o f  a Statew ide F i r e  W eather F o recasting  S e rv ic e  during the  summer. 
Th is enab les a fo re c a s t in g  c en te r t o  ope rate in  Anchorage t o  hand le 
b o th  the ava lanche and firew e a th e r fo re c a s ts  on a y e a r lon g  b a s is .
I t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  experienced , ded icated  p e rsonne l op e ra tin g  in  
th is  s p e c ia lty  f i e ld .  The S ta te  F o re s te r  i s  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the 
program and u t i l i z i n g  th e  firew ea th e r fo re c a s t in g  aspects o f  i t .
Ih e  U .S . Bureau o f  L a rd  Management has been t r a n s fe r r in g  w ild lan d  
f i r e  c o n t ro l r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  t o  th e  S ta te , and by 1985 th e  S ta te  
F o re s te r 's  o rg a n iz a t io n  i s  expected t o  have the c a p a b i li t y  t o  be 
p ro te c t in g  t i e  n a tu ra l re sou rce s cn 75 m i l l i o n  ac res o f  S ta te  and 
p r iv a te  land s a g a in s t lo s s e s  due t o  f i r e .  F irew ea th e r fo re c a s t in g  
i s  an im portan t management t o o l  used f o r  dec i sionmaking in  f i r e  
p re v en tio n , p re  supp ress ion , and suppression  a c t iv i t y .  R e l ia b le  
firew ea th e r fo re c a s ts  can save n o t o n ly  l i f e  and p ro p e r ty , but 
thousands o f  d o l la r s  each y e a r i n  f i r e  management p ra c t ic e s .

3 . Department o f  T ra n sp o rta t io n  and P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s  ($ 9 8 ,0 0 0 ) .
There a re  app rox im ate ly  180 p r e l im in a r i ly  id e n t i f ie d  avalanche paths 
c ro ss in g  p u b lic  highways and r a i lr o a d s  w ith in  the  S ta te . T h is s i tu a t io n  
p re sen ts  a con stan t h idden danger t o  the lim ite d  land  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  
c o r r id o r s , and s in ce  th e re  a re  no a lt e rn a te  roads to  u se , th e  p u b lic  i s  
c o n t in u a lly  exposed t o  th ese  avalanche p rone rou te s  during th e  w in te r 
months.
Ih e  warning and fo re c a s t in g  s e rv ic e  w i l l  n o t on ly  h e lp  t o  p ro te c t  the 
p u b lic  a ja in s t  th ese  d a ig e rs , i t  w i l l  a ls o  enab le th e  Department t o  make 
more e f fe c t iv e  management d e c is io n s  f o r  conducting a c tu a l ava lanche 
c o n t r o l o p e ra t io n s , c lo s i r g  highways t o  p u b lic  u se , e tc . T h is shou ld  
r e s u l t  in  s a fe r  and more e f fe c t iv e  r e s u l t s ,  and th e re  shou ld be a  
su b s ta n t ia l d o l l a r  sav ings from  managing op e ra tion s  th a t would reduce 
th e  amount o f  ove rtim e needed f o r  emergency s itu a t io n s .
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LAW5 OF ALASKA

A N  ACT

R e la t in g  t o  a v a la n c h e  w a rn in g  and  c o n t r o l  s y s te m s ; 
p r o v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te .

BE fT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA: 

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1 ,  L IN E  9

C hop le r N o. 

1 1 9

and

A p p ro v e d  b y  th e  C o v e z n o r : Ju n e  3 0 , 1980
A c t u a l  E f f e c t i v e  D a te :  J u ly  1 , 1980



R e la t in g  to  a va la n che  w a rn ing  and c o n t r o l  sys tem s) 

and p ro v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te .

S e c t io n  1 . AS 18 la  amended by a d d in g  a new c h a p te r  t o  re a d :

CHATTER 76 . ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM.

S ec. 1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0 . PARTICIPATION IN  STATEWIDE AVALANCHE WARNING 

SYSTEM. The D epartm en t o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty ,  a c t in g  I n  c o o p e ra t io n  w i th  a 

m u n ic ip a l i t y  o r  w i t h  an agency o f  th e  fe d e r a l gove rnm en t, a h a l l  p a r t i ­

c ip a te  in  th e  deve lopm en t and im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  a s ta te w id e  a va lanche  

w a rn in g  sys tem  and s h a l l  re p re s e n t th e  s ta te  i n  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th a t  

sys te m . The s ta te w id e  system  s h a l l

(1 )  e s ta b l is h  and m a in ta in  a s e rv ic e  c e n te r  and p r im a ry  and 

su p p le m e n ta ry  f i e l d  s ta t io n s  to  g a th e r  In fo rm a t io n  and d a ta  c o n c e rn in g  

g round w e a th e r c o n d it io n s ,  snow p a ck , and a va la n ch e  a c t i v i t y )

(2 )  fo re c a s t  snow ava lanche  c o n d it io n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s c a te i

(3 )  c o o rd in a te  a p u b l ic  awareness p rogram  on a va la n che

d a n g e ri

(A ) c a ta lo g  a com prehens ive  a t la s  o f  a va la n ch e  p a th s  and 

s l id e  o c c v r re n c e s i end

(5 )  a s s is t  lo c a l  governm ents and s ta te  a g e n c ie s  i n  i d e n t i ­

f y in g  ha za rd o u s  a va la n ch e  zo^es and i n  d e v e lo p in g  snow a va la n c h e  zo n in g  

r e g u la t io n s .

Sec. AS 1 9 .OS.030 i s  amended by a d d in g  a new p a ra g ra p h  t o  re a d :

(7 )  d e v e lo p  and Im plem ent an a va la n che  c o n t r o l  p la n  to  

p r o te c t  pa rso n s  who use p u b l ic  h ighw ays .

Sec. 3 . T h is  A c t ta k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  in  a cco rdance  w i t h  AS 0 1 .1 0 . -
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I n t r o duced: 3/17/61
Referred: F i n a n c e

I N  T H E  H O U S E  BY M I L L E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 358 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF- T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A B I L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  " An A c t  m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  for the A l a s k a  a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  

s y s t e m ;  a nd p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  d ate."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y ^ T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 5 5 6 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund 

to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  for the A l a s k a  a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  a nd u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

made b y  this A c t  l a p s e s  i n t o  the g e n e r a l  fund J u n e  30, 1982.

* Sec.. 3. T h i s  Act ta k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

- 1 - HB 358



9

10
11

12
13

14

15

16 

17

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
(General Fund $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  
O t h e r  Fu n d s  -0-

$ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0

N T H E  H O U S E  B Y  MILLEF.

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 18 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e

D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l ic  S a f e t y . f o r  im p le m e n t a t io n  o f  th e  

s t a t e w id e  a v a la n c h e  w a r n in g  B y ste m ; and p r o v id in g  f o r  

an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t he g e n e r a l  f u n d  

to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  f o r  c o n t r a c t  s e r v i c e s  t o  p r e p a r e  

o r o g r a p h i c  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  m o d e l s  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  a n d  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  for 

u s e  in the s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  s y s t e m  XAS 18.76.010)'.

* Sec. 2. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  a n d  u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

m a d e  b y ^ t h i s  A c t  l a p s e s  i n t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  J u n e  30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.10.- 

0 7 0 (



ESI. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE:

MY NAME IS  BOB JANES, AND I  AM REPRESENTING THE U .S . FOREST SERVICE TODAY 
IN  SUPPORT OF TWO APPROPRIATION BILLS PCR IHE ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING 
SYSTEM AND FIRE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE. THESE TWO BILLS ARE H .B .
NO. 18 IN  THE AMOUNT OF $130 ,0 0 0  AND H .B . NO. 348 IN  THE AMOUNT OF $4 46 ,00 0 .

HOUSE BILL NO. 18 IS  FOR A CAPITAL INVESTMENT NEED. IT  WOULD ENABLE 
PROCEEDING WITH THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF THE STATEWIDE 
SYSTEM WHICH WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE LAST SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE AND 
SIGi&ii INTO LAW JULY 1 , 1980 , AS CHAPTER 76 AMENDING AS 18 .

TWO COMPUTERIZED OROGRAPHIC PRECIPITATION MODELS WOULD BE DEVELOPED PCR USE 
IN MOUNTAIN WEATHER FORECASTING. BASICALLY, THEY WOULD DETERMINE THE 
EFFECTS OF TOPOGRAPHY ON WINTER PRECIPITATION FOR SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHIC 
AREAS. THE OBJECTIVE IS  TO PROVIDE A FAST, SIMPLE, AND ACCURATE TECHNIQUE 
TO FORECAST THE WATER EQUIVALENT OF THE NEW SNOWFALL PCR THE MOUNTAINOUS 
ZONES WHERE AVALANCHES START. SINCE LOADING OF THE AVALANCHE STARTING 
ZONES IS  THE PRIMARY TRIGGER FOR NATURAL AVALANCHES, THE SNOWFALL FORECAST 
WITH WATER EQUIVALENT IS  VITAL TO ACCURATE FORECASTING.

ONE MODEL WILL BE FOR SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA AND ONE WILL BE FOR SOUTHEAST 
ALASKA, COVERING MAJOR AREAS OF OCCUPANCY AND USE WHERE DANGEROUS AVALANCHE 
CONDITIONS EXIST. THE SOUTHCENTRAL MODEL WILL COVER NEARLY 9 0 ,0 0 0  SQUARE 
MILES ON A GRID 260 MILES BY 335 MILES STRETCHING FROM NEAR THE CANADIAN 
BORDER OF THE YUKON TERRITORY ON THE EAST, THEN WESTERLY TO THE KENAI



PENINSULA, AND NORTHERLY TO MT. McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK. IT  ENCOMPASSES THE 
CITY OF ANCHORAGE, WITH OVER 20 0 ,0 00  POPULATION, AND SMALLER COMMUNITIES OF 
GLENNALLEN, VALDEZ, CORDOVA, KENAI, HOMER, AND SEWARD; POUR MOUNTAIN 
RANGES ARE INVOLVED, THE CHUGACH MOUNTAINS, CR BACKYARD PLAYGROUND OF 
ANCHORAGE, AND THE WRANGELLS, TALKEEINA, AND KENAI RANGES.

THE SOUTHEAST MODEL WILL COVER A GRID AREA OF ABOUT 150 MILES WIDE AND 300 
MILES LONG, APPROXIMATELY 4 5 ,0 0 0  SQUARE MILES. IT  STRETCHES FROM NEAR THE 
CANADIAN BORDER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA TO THE SOUTH, AND NORTHERLY TO THE 
CANADIAN YUKON TERRITORY BORDER. IT  CONTAINS THE MASSIVE COAST MOUNTAIN 
RANGE SURROUNDING THE CITY OF JUNEAU, AND SMALLER CITIES OF KETCHIKAN, 
WRANGELL, PETERSBURG, HAINES, AND SKAGWAY; TO THE WEST, THE CITY OF SITKA 
T.TF.q WITHIN THE GRID, AND SEVERAL TLINGIT-HAIDA NATIVE VILLAGES ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE MOUNTAINOUS ISLANDS.

THE PRODUCT WILL NOT BE A PROTOTYPE. THE BIDDER MUST SHOW THAT SIMILAR 
MODELS FOR OTHER GEOGRAPHIC AREAS MUST HAVE BEEN IN  SUCCESSFUL OPERATION 
FOR THREE OR MORE YEARS. THOSE EXAMPLES AND THEIR OUTPUTS MUST BE 
SUBMITTED WITH THE BID AS AN INDICATION OF PERFORMANCE, INCLUDING A 
COMPARISON OF MODEL FORECASTS AND ACTUAL OBSERVED VALUES FOR BOTH SHORT 
TERM (1 -2 4  HOUR) FORECASTS AND FOR THE SEASONAL ACCUMULATION.

THESE TWO MODELS ARE A HIGH PRIORITY CAPITAL INVESTMENT NEED FOR THE 
OVERALL SYSTEM.
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THE SECOND APPROPRIATION B ILL , H .B . NO. 348 , IS  PGR OPERATION OF THE ALASKA 
AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECAST' SYSTEM PCR THE PERIOD JULY 1 , 1981 
THROUGH JUNE 30 , 1982 . THE STATE APPROPRIATION OF $446 ,000  SUPPLEMENTS 
$141 ,0 0 0  OF OTHER FEDERAL AND MUNICIPAL FUNDS, AND AMOUNTS TO 767c OF THE 
TOTAL $587 ,000  DIRECT' FUNDIN3 NEEDED PCR THE PROJECT.

THERE WILL BE AN ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL $301 ,0 0 0 *  OF CQNTRIBLITED DOLLAR VALUE 
FROM COOPERATORS WHO FURNISH PERSONNEL, OFFICE SPACE, EQULEWENT, SUPPLIES, 
ETC. FOR BOTH THE STATEWIDE AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECAST PROGRAM. OF 
TH IS, THE STATE'S PROPORTION IS  $ 8 4 ,0 0 0  OR 28%. THE TOTAL ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
OPERATING COST IS  $ 8 8 8 ,0 0 0  WHICH IS  FINANCED 60% BY THE STATE AND 40% BY 
OTHER AGENCIES. THREE STATE, DEPARTMENTS ARE INVOLVED, WITH PUBLIC SAFETY 
REPRESENTING THE STATE IN  OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM. THE OTHER TWO 
DEPARTMENTS ARE NATURAL RESOURCES AND TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, 
EACH WITH VESTED INTERESTS IN  THE PROGRAM. WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES, THERE ARE THREE DIVISIONS PARTICIPATING IN  THE PROGRAM: 
(1 )  PARKS, (2 )  GEOLOGICAL j N̂D GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS, AND (3 )  FOREST,
LAND, AND WATER MANAGEMENT.

THE ENCLOSED PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET PCR THE PERIOD JULY 1 , 1981 THROUGH 
JUNE 3 0 , 1982 , AND THE DETAILED SPREADSHEET OF COOPERATING AGENCY 
PARTICIPATION AND BENEFITS, SHOW FURTHER EXPLANATION OF WHAT IS  INVOLVED IN 
THIS REQUEST.
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IT  IS  IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAI' IHE AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECASTING 
SYSTEM WELL BE A CONTINUING PROJECT, HAVING STARTED APRIL 1 , 1980 . IT  IS  
PR0®AI*1ED FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT WHICH WILL PRODUCE A FULL-SOOPE 
INTENSIVE OPERATION BY THE WINTER OF 198j . BY THAT TIME, IHE STATE MAY 
DESIRE TO ASSUME IHE LEAD ROLE FROM IHE USDA-FOREST SERVICE IN  OPERATION 
AND ADMINISTRATION, WITH IHE OTHER FEDERAL AND MUNICIPAL COOPERATORS 
ajNITNUING THEIR SUPPORT.

ADDITIONAL NEW COOPERATORS MAY PARTICIPATE AT ANY TIME. THE LEVEL OF STATE 
FUNDING IS  EXPECTED TO REMAIN AT ABOUT 75%. WITH AN ANNUAL OUTLAY OF 
APPROXIMATELY $ 4 5 0 ,0 0 0 , PLUS AN APPROPRIATE INCREASE FOR INFLATION. 
ADDITIONAL CAPITAL EXPENSE NEEDS ARE EXPECTED TO NOT EXCEED $50 ,0 00  PER 
YEAR.

I  APPRECIATE YOUR TIME, AND WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
OVERALL PROJECT.

*Does no t in c lu d e  th e  c o s t t o  th e  N a tio n a l W eather S e rv ic e  f o r  g a thering  
and producing th e  w eather p roduc ts needed f o r  a  w eather fo re c a s t .

Presented by Robert C.  J a n e s , Deputy Director for State and Private F orestry,
USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region, at a Hearing on  _____________________before
the House Finance Committee.



PROPOSED BUDGET

ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM Sc FERE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE

PERSONNEL
(F o r  P e rio d  7 /1 /8 1  through 6 /3 0 /8 2 )

Cost t o  N earest $100
Avalanche F i r e

Program D ire c to r 150 days X $165/day $21 ,5 00 $ 3 ,3 0 0
M e te o ro lo g is t 260 i i  i i i i 25 ,6 0 0 1 7 ,4 0 0
M e te o ro lo g is t 260 i i n 140/day 19 ,9 0 0 1 6 ,6 0 0
M e te o ro lo g is t (F i r e ) 116 it i i 110/day 0 1 3 ,0 0 0
Met. Tech. 
(H ackett) 10 it i i 100/day 1,000
Met. Tech. (F i r e ) 116 it i i 85/day 0 10,000
Met. Tech. (F i r e ) 116 i i i i 85/day 0 10,000
Met. Tech. (V a ld ez ) 180 n n 100/day 18 ,00 0
Met. Tech. (V a ld ez ) 180 i i it 90/day 16 ,20 0
Met. Tech. (Juneau) 180 i i it 85/day 15 ,3 0 0
Met. Tech. (Juneau) 180 i i i i 85/day 15 ,300
Met. Tech. (Anchorage) 2401 " i i 100/day 24 ,000
Met. Tech. (K ena i) 
(60% AAWS; 40% CNF)

180 i t i i 85/day 9,200
C le rk  (AAPC) 180 i i i i 55/day 9 ,9 0 0

Sub t o t a l  S a la ry $175 ,900 $ 7 0 ,3 00

TRAVEL
A. P e r Diem and Commercial T ra v e l

Program D i r e c t o r  and M e te o ro lo g is ts  
Met. Techs. (F i r e )
Met. Techs. (V a ld e z )
Met. Tech. (Juneau)

8,000

4 ,3 0 0
4 ,5 0 0

1 1 ,7 0 0
2,000



3

I
< ■  .***?• >  ' .

- 2 -

Met. Tech. (Anchorage) 
Met. Tech. (K en a i)

Sub t o t a l  T ra ve l

5 .0 0 0
1.000

$23 ,000  $13 ,700

B . V eh ic le  R e n ta l
AA/FVPC GSA v e h ic le s  15 months X $165/mo $2 ,5 0 0

20.000 m ile s  @ 0 .4 0 /m i 
Juneau Met. Tech. v e h ic le  (GSA)

12 months x  $188/mo 2 ,2 5 6
4 .0 0 0  m ile s  @ 0 .4 3 4  1 ,7 36  

Anchorage Met Tech v e h ic le  (GSA)
12 months x  188/mo $2 ,256
2 0 ,0 0 0  m ile s  <3 0 .4 3 4  3 ,6 8 0

Valdez Met. Tech. (S ta te  DOT&PF fu m is te d ) 
Kenai Met. Tech. (veh ic le -C hugach  NF fu rn ish ed )

7 ,7 0 0  5 ,2 0 0

4 ,0 0 0

$10 ,900
0
0

S u b -to ta l V eh ic le s $20 ,100

$5,000

$ 5 ,0 0 0

C. A i r c r a f t  C h a rte r -  H e lic o p te r  and Fixed-w ing
Anchorage A rea : H a tche r Pass $ 5 ,0 0 0

Chugach S ta te  P a rk  5 ,0 0 0  
K ena i 5 ,0 0 0

Va ldez A rea : 
Juneau A rea

(S ta te  DOT&PF fu rn ish ed )

S u b - to ta l A i r c r a f t

15 ,000
0

8,000
$23 ,0 00

m .  SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
S a fe ty  Equipment $ 9 ,0 0 0
Weather Equipment 16 ,0 0 0

Sub- t o t a l E&S
Misc. Items 5,000

$30 ,000
$5,000

$5,000



IV . SERVICES
Radio Maintenance $4 ,0 0 0
Remote In s trum en ta tion  M ain t. 2 ,0 0 0
GOES P la t fo rm  3 ,5 0 0
Telephone 8 ,0 0 0

S u b - to ta l S e rv ice s  $17 ,500
■ ; f  .

V. CONTRACTING
Weather O bserva tions -  H atcher Pass $12 ,000  

"  11 Summit Lake 2 ,0 0 0
"  "  M ile  14 (V a ld ez ) 2 ,0 0 011 "  Salmon C r. R es . 2 ,0 0 0
"  11 3 undesig . s i t e s 6 ,0 0 0  _________

$24 ,000

V I. SNOW AVALANCHE EDUCATION PROGRAM
To be t r a n s fe r re d  t o  S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s :
C on trac tua l S e rv ic e s  $20 ,000
Supp lies and Equipment 5 ,0 00
T ran sp o rta tio n  P e r  Diem St Comm T ra v e l $ 6 ,0 0 0

V eh ic le  6 ,0 0 0
12,000

Park  Ranger I I I  (new p o s i t io n )  4 0 ,6 0 0
(Avalanche In fo rm a t io n  S p e c ia l i s t )

S u b - to ta l $ 77 ,600

V I I .  CAPITAL INVESTMENT
B ird  Ridge Cabin -  f o r  use w ith  DOT&PF 
avalanche c o n t r o l program  -  Seward Highway 
and lo c a l fo re c a s t in g

S u b - to ta l $ 25 ,000

3 ,0 0 0
$3 ,0 0 0
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V I I I .  SUMMARY OF COSTS

Operation 
C a p ita l Investment 
Contingency

.
I
I

-  4 -

Avalanche
$391 ,100

25 .000
18 .00 0

Genera l Admin. A sses. (9%) 4 5 ,1 0 0

Fi r e
$94 ,000

0
6,100

7 ,7 0 0

T o ta l
$485 ,100

25 ,0 0 0
2 4 ,1 0 0
52 ,8 0 0

T o ta l P ro je c t  Cost $479 ,200 $107 ,800 $587 ,000




