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BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY IN THE HOUSE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR
HOUSE BILL 196 a m ( t i t le )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

A BILL
For an Act e n t i t le d :  "An Act r e la t in g  to  estab lishm ent o f the Alaska S ta te

Climate Center and a s ta te  weather and c lim ate 
program ."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section  1 . LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The le g is la tu r e  fin d s  th a t:

(1 ) weather and c lim ate changes a f fe c t  a l l  human a c t iv i t ie s  and 
genera l w e lfa re ;

(2 ) an understanding o f  weather and c lim ate pa tte rn s is  e s s e n tia l 
to food and energy p roduction ; c on s tru c tio n ; n a tu ra l resou rce development 
and management; dete rm inations o f  land use; community development; improve­
ment o f t ra n sp o r ta t io n , communications, and use o f water re sou rces ; and the 
w e ll-b e ing  o f the people o f  A laska;

(3 ) programs o f basic and app lied  c lim a tic  research  are  important 
functions o f  s e v e ra l U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska in s t i tu te s  and cen te rs , in c lud ing  
the A g ric u ltu ra l Experiment S ta tio n ; the A rc tic  Environmental In fo rm ation  
and Data Center; the Geophysical In s t i t u t e ;  the In s t i tu te s  o f A rc tic  B io -
ogy, Marine Science, and Water Resources; and the Alaska Sea Grant Program;

(4 ) weather and c lim ate in fo rm a tion  is  e s s e n t ia l to the programs 
) f  se v e ra l agencies, e s p e c ia lly  the Departments o f  Commerce and Economic 
Development, Environmental C onservation , F ish and Game, N atu ra l Resources, 
5u b lic  S a fe ty , and T ran sp o rta tion  and P ub lic  F a c i l i t i e s ;

(5 ) the N ationa l C limate Program Act, 15 U .S .C . 2901-2908, p ro - 
rides fo r  the estab lishm ent o f a program fo r  fe d e ra l and s ta te  coope ra tive  
ic t iv i t i e s  in  c lim ate  stud ies and adv iso ry  se rv ic e s , and fo r  annual g ran ts

-1 -  HB 196 a m (t i t le )
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to s ta te s  fo r  these a c t iv i t ie s  i f  the s ta te  has adopted a s ta te  c lim ate  
program in  accordance w ith the p ro v is io n s  o f the N a tion a l C limate Program 
Act;

(6 ) the A rc tic  Environmental In fo rm a tion  and Data Center p re sen t­
ly  p rov ides c lim a to lo g ic a l se rv ices fo r  the s ta te  under agreement between
the U n iv e rs ity  o f A laska and the N a tiona l Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis­
t r a t io n ; and

(7 ) by v ir tu e  o f  the N ationa l C limate Program Act, i t  would be
h igh ly  b e n e f ic ia l fo r  the S tate o f  A laska to  e s ta b lis h  a s ta te  weather and
c lim ate program to recogn ize and improve the e x is t in g  program, and to  de­
ve lop  a d d it io n a l programs as re q u ire d .

* Sec. 2. AS 14 .40  i s  amended by adding a new sec tion  to  read ;
Sec. 1 4 .4 0 .0 8 5 . ESTABLISHMENT OF ALASKA STATE CLIMATE CENTER,

(a ) The u n iv e rs ity  s h a l l e s ta b lis h  an A laska S ta te  C limate Center
w ith in  an app rop ria te  u n it o f the u n iv e rs ity . The adm in is tra tio n  and 
management o f the cen ter is  under the d ire c t io n  o f a u n iv e rs ity  em­
p loyee designated the " s ta te  c lim a to lo g is t ."

(b ) The A laska S ta te  C limate Center s h a l l :
(1 ) prepare and update on a b ie n n ia l b asis a p lan  fo r  the

system atic a c q u is it io n  and d issem ination  o f  c lim a te -re la te d  in fo rm a­
t io n ; the p lan must in c lude :

(A) an assessment o f  weather and c lim ate in fo rm a tion  
needs in  A laska;

(B) a reasonab le basis fo r  se tt in g  p r i o r i t i e s  among 
these needs; and

(C) a program fo r  coo rd in a ting  the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  a l l  
a v a i la b le  sources o f weather- and c lim a te -re la te d  in fo rm a tion  
sources in  o rde r to meet the h ighest p r i o r i t y  needs and to  ca rry  
out the p ro v is io n s  o f th is  s e c tio n ;

- 2 -  H B  1 9 6  a m ( t i t l e )
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(2 ) e s ta b lis h  a s ta te  c lim ate p lanning adv iso ry  group com­
posed o f a t le a s t  th ree  members from o rg an iza tion s which p rovide c lim ate i

3 in fo rm a tion , and a t le a s t  th ree members from o rgan iza tion s which use
4 c lim a te - re la te d  in fo rm a tion  on a re g u la r basis o r from the genera l

1 5 p u b lic ;
6 (3 ) s o l i c i t  and consider the advice and recommendations o f
7 the s ta te  c lim ate  p lanning adv iso ry  group in  p reparing and updating the
8 b ien n ia l p lan fo r  a c q u is it io n  and d issem ination  o f c lim a te -re la te d
9 in fo rm a tion ;
10 (4 ) operate and maintain a c e n tra l re p o s ito ry  and arch ive

1
fo r  re p o r ts , books, maps and other re co rd s , and p ub lica tion s  re la t in g

1 ^ to  weather and c lim a to lo g ic a l in fo rm a tion ;

I  13 (5 ) p rov ide fo r  p ub lic  access to weather and c lim a to lo g ic a l
I in fo rm a tion  and techn ica l adv iso ry s e rv ic e s ; and
1  15 (6 ) en te r in to  coope rative agreements, on b eh a lf o f  the
1 16 s ta te  and the u n iv e rs ity , in  order to achieve in tergovernm enta l c lim ate

I  7 program p a r t ic ip a t io n  by the United S ta tes and the s ta te ; these agree­
i  18 ments must be con s is ten t w ith the p ro v is io n s  o f the N ationa l C limate
i  19 Program Act, 15 U .S .C . 2901 — 2908.
l  20 (c ) The A laska S ta te  C limate Center may:
|  21 (1 ) in v e s t ig a te , desc rib e , and in te rp re t  the c h a ra c te r is t ic s
1 22 o f  the weather and c lim ate o f the s ta te , inc lud ing  i t s  hazards and
1 23 lim i t a t io n s ;

24 (2 ) coord ina te w ith s ta te  and fe d e ra l agencies in  matters
25 concerning weather data a c q u is it io n , c o l le c t io n , in te g ra t io n  and s t o r ­
26 age;
27 (3 ) m onitor fe d e ra l w ea th e r-re la ted  a c t iv i t ie s  to  assure
2£ tha t the in te re s ts  o f the s ta te  are being served ; |
2£ (4 ) conduct resea rch  a c t iv i t ie s  on the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f

-3 -  HB 196 a m (t i t le )
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solar, wind, and water resources w h i c h  assess the impact of climate 

fluctuations on these resources;

(5) p u b lish bulletins, circulars, maps, or reports of the 

results of all research and i nvestigations u n d e r t a k e n  by the c l i mate 

center, and distribute them to state agencies, g o v ernment officials, 

industry, and the public;

(6) provide lectures, talks, displays, and exhibits on the 

climate of the state for the general e d u c a t i o n  of the public; and

(7) enter into co o p e r a t i v e  a r rangements wi t h  local, state, 

and federal government agencies; foundations; universities; businesses; 

and other organizations engaged in c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  and s e r­

vices .

- 4 - H B  1 9 6  a r a ( t i t l e )



FISCAL NOTE
I . R E Q U E S T  m  ,  .

B i l l /Reso lu t ion N o . ______________________ HB 1 9 6  am ( t i t l e ) _____________________________________________
Tit le An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  W e a t h e r  and C l  imq-f-p
Requested bv P r o g r a m  and  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C l i m a t e  C e n t e r __________ Date_______ 6 / 1 8 / S I

T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

E L E V E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

I I .  F I S C A L  D E T A IL
Agency A f f e c t e d ___________U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ___________________________________________________________
Program Category Affected P ub lic  In fo rm a tion  Serv ice____________________________________
B R U ,  Program, or  Subprogram(s )  Af fected O r a .  R e s e a r c h ,  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o .  P p n t p r
(Note :  I f  more than one budget componen t is af fected,  separate l ine-item amounts and funding f o r  each 

component in the analysis section. )
E X P E N D IT U R E S  (Thousands o f  Do l la rs )

F Y  80 F Y  81 F Y  8 2 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  85
100  P ERSO N A ! .  SE RV ICE S 7 7 . 7
2 0 0  T R A V E L 6 . 8
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L 1 6 . 4
4 0 0  COM M OD IT IES 4 . 6
5 0 0  EQU IPM EN T . .  2 . 5 . .  _
6 0 0  LA N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 1
7 0 0  GRANTS .  CLA IMS .  ETC.

T O T A L  1 1 4 . 0

F U N D IN G  (Thousands o f  Do l la rs )

G E N E R A L  F U N D 1 1 4 . 0
F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R  (Speci fv Fund Source)

POS IT IONS

F U L L  T IME 3
P A R T  T IME 1
T E M P O R A R Y

I I I .  A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparat ion Inst ructions,  Section I I I )

IV .  D A TE J u n e  1 8 ,  1 9 8 1

Original: Legislative Finance
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

P R E P A R E D  B Y  ^
A G E N C Y  £
PHONE  __________

Rw o r

■ co-chairman--------------
"Senate" Finance Cormdttee 
3 7 5 3



I .

TWELFTH LEGI5LP.TU.4r- 
■' FISCAL NOTE

R E Q U E S T  ,  ,
B i l l /Resolut ion  N o.  HOUSE BILL HO. 1 9 6  ( P a s s  1 Q I  3 j  , ______
Title An A c t  r e l a c i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  w e a t h e r  a n o  C l i m a t e

P r n c r sm a n d  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C l i m a t e  C e n t e r
Requested by the Ru les Committee bv Request o f  the Governor D a te :

II. F IS C A L  D E T A I L
Agency Affected U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska________________________________________________ .___________
Prosram Category Affected P ub lic  In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ice____________
BRU, Program,  o r  S u b pro g ra m (s )  Affected O r g .  R e s e a r c h ,  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o  &~Data  C n tD I \ U ,  L I  ULfl rilll, u i  w  ^   ,          —

(N o te :  If  more  t h a n  one  b u d g e t  c o m p o n e n t  is affecte'd,  separate  l ine-i tem a m o u n t s  and fu nd ing  for  each 
c o m p o n e n t  in the  analys is sect ion. )  *

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (T h ou sa n ds o f  Dol lars)  

FY 8 1 FY 8 2 FY 8 3 FY 8 4 ’’ F Y  .85 *FY 8 6 >
100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S 7 7 , 7  . K 2 8 9 . 0 9 3 , 2 i o i .  r
7 0 0  TR A V E1 6 . 8 7 - X 8 . 8 1 0 . 0 lY .  4
3 00  C O N T R A C T U A L 1 6 . 4 1 8 . 7  \ 2 1 . 3 2 4 . 3 A i . i
4 0 0  CO M M O D ITIES 4 . 6 5 . 2 t \ 5 . 9 6 . 7  JY 7 . 6
500  EOU1PMEN T 8 . 5 2 . 9 X6 1 , 6 / 1 . 6
6 00  L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S •

x /
7 0 0  G R A N T S .  CLAIMS.  ETC. ; A

T 0 T A L  1 1 4 . 0  1 1 7 . 7 '  1 2 6 ^ X  1 3 > ^  1 5 0 . 2

F U N D I N G  (T h o u sa n d s  o f  Do) 

G E N E R A !  F U N D

lars)

| 1 1 4 . 0 l> 7 ^ 7  • 1 2 6 . 6 1 3 7 . 8 15  o X .
F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R  (Snec ifv  Fund  Source)

•

PO SITIO NS

F U L L  TIME * 1 3 3 1 ^ 3 — ^ 1 * 3
P A R T  TIM E  i 1 1 1
T E M P O R A R Y

* 0 f th ese , one p o s i t io n  i s  new

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
Th is b i l l  e s ta b lis h e s  fo rm a lly  a s ta te  weather and c lim a te  program to 
recogn ize  and improve the e x is t in g  program and develop a d d it io n a l program 
e lem ents .

Since Ju ly  o f 1973 the U n iv e rs ity  o f A la sk a 's  A rc t ic  Environm enta l In fo rm a tio n  
and Data Center has absorbed the co s ts  o f p u b lic  c lim a te  in fo rm a tio n  s e rv ic e s  
p re v io u s ly  fu rn ish ed  by the N a tion a l Weather S e rv ic e 's  r e g io n a l/ s ta te  c lim a to lo g y  
program . During FT81 the cen te r ded icated  7 man months to th is  e f f o r t .
Due to in c re a s in g  demand fo r  such s e rv ic e s  caused by both government and 
p r iv a te  in t e r e s t  in  a lt e rn a t iv e  e n e rg ie s , re sou rce  development and t ra n s p o r ta t io n  
e t c . ,  the need a r i s e s - f o r  an in c re a se  in  the le v e l o f e f f o r t  by 21 man m onths,

IV DATE Feb ruary 4 , 1981

(see a ttached  page 2 )
W i l ly  E. Rensenbrink. P R E P A R E D  BY

A G E N C Y  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n '  a n d  D a t a  
Original:  Legislative F inance  C e n t e r .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a
cc: Budget and Management PHONE: 279—A 523

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 1 2 / 3 0



LjC—

HOUSE  B I L L  N O . 1 9 6  ( P a g e  2 ' o f  3 )  
tasking f o r  a t o t a l  ded icated 28 man months. The above p e rs o n a l s e rv ic e  
d o l l a r ‘ f ig u re  is  based 6 a d d it io n a l man months f o r  a com b ination  o f  2 
atm ospheric  s c ie n t i s t s ,  8 a d d it io n a l man months o f  a sc ien c e  te c h n ic ia n , 
and 6 man months f o r  a new p o s it io n  o f  data c o n t ro l c le r k .

4Th is w i l l  a ls o  p rov id e  f o r  in c reased  u se r o r ie n te d  s e rv ic e s  th rough : d es ign
o f  wind data summaries f o r  wind power; env ironm enta l data in fo rm a t io n  s p e c i f i c a l ly  
f o r  s o la r  energy ; c lim a t ic  data in fo rm a tio n  f o r  c o n s tru c t io n  design  p la n n in g , e t c . ;  
i n i t i a t i o n  o f  summar i e s  and the ex ten s ion  o f  reco rd  p e r io d s  o f e x is t in g  summaries 
by computer p ro c e s s in g (o f  vo lum inous raw data .
Y ea rs subsequent to  FY82 have been estim ated  by using a 7% increm ent f a c t o r  in  
p e rs o n a l s e rv ic e s  and a 14% in f la t i o n a r y  fa c to r  in  t r a v e l ,  c o n t ra c tu a l, and 
com m odities. These fa c to r s  w i l l  be su b je c t to  changes in  the a c tu a l p r ic e  
s t ru c tu re s .

-  2 -

.PREPARED BY “ en senb rin k
AGENCY A rc t ic  Environm enta l In fo rm a tion ' and D ata 

Original: Legislative Finance C ente r. U n iv e rs ity  o f  A laska
cc: Budcet and Management PHONE: 279 -4523

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 1 2 / B O  .



BUDGETARY BACK-UP FOR

HOUSE B IL L  N O . 1 9 6  (P a g e  3 o f

- FY82 P R O J E C T E D

•PERSONAL SERVICES: 
( i n c l .  S t a f f  B e n e fits ) HAN MONTHS TOTAL 

FY81 GF RF FY82 GF RF Th is budp.et GF
J .  W ise, A tm osph .Sci. 4 8
A. Comiskey, A tm osph.Sci. 1 5
R. B ecke r, S c i . Techn ic ian  2 10
Data C o n tro l C le rk  G r. 12 -

9 3
3 3

10- 2 

6 6

5 
2 

8'

6

T o ta l P e rs o n a l S e rv ic e s

Amount
$ 2 9 ,0 7 0  

1 0 ,7 1 2  
2 2 ,5 0 4  
1 5 ,4 3 8  
77 , 724

TRAVEL:
In -S ta te  Meetings & Conferences 
O i i t - o f -S ta te  Meetings and Confs.

2 ,8 0 0
4 ,0 0 0

T o ta l T ra v e l 6 ,8 0 0

CONTRACTUAL:
Programming C onsu ltan t 
D u p lic a to r  r e n t a l 
M ic ro fi lm  se rv ic e s  
Computer cha rges/tim e sharing  
Communications
Equipment maintenance and m isc.

5 ,7 0 0
2 ,0 5 0
1 ,9 0 0
2 ,3 0 0
3 ,2 50
1 , 2 0 0

T o ta l C o n tra c tu a l S e rv ic e s 1 6 ,4 0 0

COMMODITIES:
C lim a te  data a c q u is it io n  
O f f ic e  and computer su p p lie s  
S to rag e  boxes and m isc.

1 , 2 2 0

2 ,8 0 0
 580

T o ta l Commodities 4 , 6 0 0

EQUIPMENT:
Computer I/O  equipment 
M ic ro fic h e  6 tape s to rag e  cabs. 
C a lc u la to r

TOTAL PROJECTED FY82 EXPENDITURES

6 ,8 0 0  
1 .1 5 0  
• 550 

T o ta l Equipment 8, 500 
$ 1 14 ,0 2 4

------  J , 1501

i g i n a l .  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e
B u d g e t  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  r m w F .

!£ S ^ s o r  ( F i r s t  L e g i s l a t o r  N a m e d )

- 0 0 1  ( R e v .  1 2 / 8 0
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R S M  CONSULTANTS, INC. 5024 CORDCVA • 5 C* 6067 • a%ChCPaG£ awaSKA VP5CI • »m 907 279 0463 • Tlx 090 25290
C N G I N G E C G

OGOLOClBTS
PLANNERS

s u n v c v o n s

J u n e  2 ,  19 81  R&M N o .  1 5 0 0 0 1

S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e :  H o u s e  B i l l  1 9 6 ,  F u n d i n g  f o r  S t a t e  C l i m a t o l o g i s t

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i :

I t  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  m y  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  H B  1 9 6  c o n s i d e r s  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  
s t a t e  c l im a t o l o g i s t .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y  in h o p e s  t h a t  t h e  f u n d i n g  w i l l  
b e  p a s s e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  t o  e x p a n d i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m .

C u r r e n t l y ,  we a r e  r e l y i n g  q u i t e  h e a v i l y  o n  t h i s  s e r v i c e  f o r  t n e  f o l l o w i n g  
p r o j e c t s :

0 S u s i t n a  H y d r o e l e c t r i c  F e a s i b i l i t y  S t u d y
0 K u p a r u k  D e v e l o p m e n t  A r e a ,  P r u d h o e  B a y
° V i l l a g e  o f  E m m o n a k ,  E r o s i o n  C o n t r o l  P r o j e c t
0 A l e u t i a n  V i l l a g e s ,  H U D  H o u s i n g  P r o j e c t

T h e  p r o b l e m  t h a t  we a r e  f a c e d  w i th  in t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  i s  t h a t  d e c i s i o n s
h a v e  t o  b e  m ad e  in t h e  t im e l y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m a n n e r .  A b a s i s  f o r  m a n y  
d e c i s i o n s ,  is t h e  e x t e n t  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  d a t a .  S i n c e  t h e
c l im a t o l o g i c a l  d a t a  b a s e  in A l a s k a  is r e l a t i v e l y  s p a r s e ,  c o n v e n i e n t  a c c e s s  t o  
d a t a  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a n a l y s e s  in p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  d e r i v i n g  d e c i s i o n s  c a n  b e  
c r i t i c a l .  R e l i a n c e  o n  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r m e n t  ( N O A A )  h a s  p r o v e d  t o  b e
i n e f f i c i e n t  a n d  t im e  c o n s u m i n g ,  s im p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  d a t a  c e n t e r  e x i s t s  o n  
t h e  e a s t  c o a s t .

M r .  J im  W i s e ,  S t a t e  C l i m a t o l o g i s t ,  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  o u r  r e q u e s t s ,  
h o w e v e r  i t  is  b e c o m i n g  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e  i s  g r o w i n g .  
E x p a n s i o n  o f  h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  a l l ow  f o r  e f f i c i e n t  d a t a  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  a n d  
c l im a t o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s e s  w i l l  d e f i n a t e l y  a i d  a n d  a s s i s t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o m m u n i t y  in d e v e l o p i n g  A l a s k a .

ANCHORAGE FAIRBANKS



J u n e  2 ,  1981
S e n a t o r  A r l i s s  S t u r g u l e w s k i  
P a g e  2

Y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  I f  I c a n  a s s i s t  
f u r t h e r  in c l a r i f y i n g  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a l l  m e .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

R&M C O N S U L T A N T S ,  I N C .

B r e n t  T .  D r a g e ,  P . E .  
S e n i o r  E n g i n e e r

B T D / j x z

c c :  J im  W i s e ,  A E I D C



MSG 8 1 -0 0 0 2 0 5 4 1  PRTY 1 
FROM: MARGIE. ANC INFO 
TARGET: LJH2 S U B J :

0 6 / 1 0 / 8 1
P O M S

1 2 : 5 0 : 1 6  QR IG : LAOO IN= 
TO: POM, JUNEAU INFO

H 3  ' 4 6

0 0 0 4  O UT  =  0 0 5 1  

PA G E  0 0 0 4

TO:

FROM :

RE:

SENATORS BENNETT, DANKWORTH, ELIASON, FERGUSON, SACKETT, 
STIMSON, AND STURGULEWSKI

G. C . CONTRACTORS, CLIFTON TWEEDY, PRESIDENT 
P . 0 .  BOX 2 2 8 1 , ANCHORAGE 9 9 5 1 0  ( 2 7 7 - 8 0 1 4 )
HOUSE- B IL L  1 9 6 -

WE URGE PASSAGE OF TH IS B IL L  AS A GENERAL CONTRACTOR WHO N EED S  T H IS  
CLIMATE INFORMATION IN  ORDER TO INTELLIGENTLY B ID  PROJECTS THROUGH O UT  THE 
STATE.

MSG 8 1 -0 0 0 2 0 5 4 1  PRTY 1 
FROM: MARGIE, ANC INFO 
TARGET: LJH2 S U B J :

0 6 / 1 0 / 3 1
POMS

1 2 : 5 0 : 1 6  OR IG : LAOO IN =  0 0 0 4  
TO :'POM , JUNEAU INFO OUT = 0 0 5 1

PAGE 0 0 0 1

TO: SENATORS BENNETT AND DANKWORTH, CO-CHAIRMEN, SENATE FINANCE
AND SENATORS ELIASON, FERGUSON, SACKETT, ST IM SON ,
STURGULEWSKI

FROM: RICHARD BECKER, 2021 FARMER PLACE, ANC 9 9 5 0 4  ( 3 3 3 - 4 5 0 1 )
RE: HOUSE BILL. 196  ’

TH IS  B IL L  SHOULD BE BROUGHT UP IN  SENATE FINANCE T H IS  S E S S IO N . I T  SHOUL! 
BE PASSED'FOR MANY STATE, FEDERAL AND PRIVATE PROJECTS NEED CLIMATE INFO AT 
DIFFERENT STAGES OF COMPLETION. THANK YOU.



H P  /<?<S

JJ

82438 NL A N C H O R A G E  AK 81 OS-op 204 S ADT 

PMS SEN A R L I S S  S T I P G U L ^ W S K I

1 0 0 7
J U N E a m

CLIMATE -INFORMATION*-'4 NP SERVICES IN TH IS STATE APE NC? £P~CHATE. 
THE ARCTI.CrENVIRONME’NTAL INFORMATION AND DATA CENTEn Dn ES Dn~TTY 
GOOD V’ lTH WHAT THEY HAVE. THE PEOPLE1*1 IS  THEY DC NT H£V~ ANYTHING. 
IT ApPEA°S TO nE A HAND TO MOUTH OPERATION. I VNpF° ST A KID THEIR 
IS  A ’P IL L  IN THE SENATE THAT MAY HELD THE SITUATION, I~ ‘ TR I c j c 
THE CASE, LETS. GET IT  MOVING.-. TT CERTAINLY CANT COST TH^T MiJCH. 
MANY THANKS,

R OY  MUSG°OVE, PRE S ID E N T ,  ALASKA E X P R E S S  

4 SOI A I R C RA FT  DRIV E ,  I NT E R N A T I O N A L  A P P Q R T  

ANCHOR AGE AK 99503



Arctic Environmentol Information and Data Center 
707 A Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

HE>
PHONE I907I279-452C

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a

June 12, 1981

Ms. A lison  Elgee 
L e g is la t iv e  Finance 
Pouch WF
Juneau, A laska 99811 
Dear Ms. E lgee:
This fo llow s  up our telephone conversation  o f the a fte rn oon  o f June 11.
In  FY 81 General Fund app rop ria tion  monies fo r  fo u r employees working 
in  the C lim ate Center here a t AEIDC were budgeted f o r  on ly  seven man 
months t o t a l .  In  add ition  the R es tric ted  Fund budget was fo r  37 man 
months support from expected con trac ts .
In  a c tu a li t y  two th ings happened. Pub lic  se rv ic e  requests fo r  c lim a tic  
data soared and con trac tu a l revenues dropped sh a rp ly , in  the la t t e r  
h a l f  o f  the f i s c a l  yea r. In  o rde r to p rovide a m inimal, but h op e fu lly  
s a t is fa c to ry , le v e l o f se rv ic e  some General Fund s a la ry  monies were 
re a llo c a te d  to the Climate Center group.
The r e s u lt  i s  shown in  the fo llow in g  ta b le :

General Fund R es tric ted  Fund Leave
Employee

(months) 
Budgeted Actual

(months) 
Budgeted Actual

without.
(months)

James Wise, S ta te 4 8 8 4
C lim a to log is t

A1 Comiskey, Atmospheric 1 3 .25 7 3 1 .7 5
Sciences

Richard Becker, Science 2 6 10 6 -

Technician
Bonnie McGraw, Data C le rk 0 6 12 6 -

TOTALS 7 23 .25 32 19 1 .75
As a re s u lt  o f th is  s h i f t and the genera l la ck  o f con trac ts during th is
la s t  h a l f  o f  FY 81 , se ve ra l o the r employees a t AEIDC were placed on leave  
w ithout pay.
For F is c a l Year 1982 we fo resee  a continued in c rease in  requests fo r  
c lim ate  data . In  fa c t  i t  may be g rea te r than e a r l i e r  expected due to 
le g i s la t io n  on new h yd ro e le c tr ic  and a g r ic u ltu re  p ro je c ts , e tc . p lus 
a la rg e  number o f con stru c tion  p ro je c ts  a l l  demanding c lim ate data 
p repa ra tion  f o r  fe a s a b i l i t y  stud ies and/or design.



V
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a

Ms. A lison  E lgee 
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The f i s c a l  note on HB 196 c a l ls  f o r  an increase in  budgeted s a la r y  
months o f General Fund support from the FY 81 le v e l o f  seven man 
months to  a t o t a l  FY 82 - le v e l o f 28 man months o r an in c rease  o f  21 
months o f genera l fund support. This should a llow  us to  keep up w ith 
p ub lic  se rv ice  demands. We s t i l l  a n tic ip a te  the re c e ip t  o f  c on tra c ts  
fo r  a d d it io n a l support, but cand id ly I  am qu ite  w orried  about t h i s  due 
to  the la rg e  fe d e ra l cutbacks. H ope fu lly , some con tra c ts  from s t a t e  
programs w i l l  come a long . In  any event the R e s tr ic te d  Fund budget 
d o l la r s  a re  a lre ad y  contained w ith in  AEIDC's p o rt io n  o f  the Organized 
Research BRU in  the U n ive rs ity  budget.
I f  HB 196 passes, the General Fund ap p rop ria tio n  w i l l  ju s t  reduce the 
amount o f AEIDC's R es tr ic ted  Fund budget by the amount o f  the f i s c a l  
n o te , $114 ,024 . In  o the r words, the aggregate o f  G enera l Fund and 
R e s tric ted  Fund monies f o r  AEIDC w ith in  the U n iv e rs ity  budget i s  no t 
a f fe c te d .
I  hope th is  answers your questions, i f  not I  w i l l  be g lad  to  work fu r th e r  
w ith you to  c la r i f y  m atte rs .

David M. Hickok 
D ire c to r

DMH/pp
cc: Senator A r li s s  Sturgulewski

Keith  Specking, O ffic e  o f the Governor

v
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F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  1=»81

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J im  D u n c a n  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  M r . S p e a k e r :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  1 8 ,  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a  b i l l  ' r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s t a t e  c l i m a t e  a n d  w e a t h e r  p r o g r a m  a n d  
a  s t a t e  c l i m a t e  c e n t e r .  T h i s  b i l l  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  H B  4 1 3 .  T h i s  
v e r s i o n  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  H c n s e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e ' s  CSHB 4 1 3 .

T h e  p r o g r a m  w o u ld  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  p l a n ,  
u p d a t e d  o n  a  b i e n n i a l  b a s i s ,  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  d i s ­
s e m i n a t i o n  o f  c l i m a t e  r e l a t e d  d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  
p l a n  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  an  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c l i m a t e  
d a t a  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s ,  a  b a s i s  f o r  - e s t a b l i s h i n g  
p r i o r i t i e s  am ong  t h e s e  n e e d s ,  a n d  a  p r o g r a m  f o r  
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  n e e e t i n g  t h e s e  
n e e d s .  A S t a t e  C l im a t e  P l a n n i n g  A d v i s o r y  G r o u p ,  c o m p o s e d  
o f  m em b e rs  f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  c l i m a t e  
r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  a n d  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  u s e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w o u ld  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  u p d a t i n g  t h e  p l a n .

I n  o r d e r  t o  im p le m e n t  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c l i m a t e  c e n t e r  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  c e n t e r  w o u ld  o p e r a t e  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  a  c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  p r o v i d e  
w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  
a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  u s e r s ,  a n d  
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  c l i m a t e  p r o g r a m  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  
P r o g r a m  A c t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t e r  w o u ld  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c l i m a t e ;



r e s e a r c h  a n d  a s s e s s  t h e  im p a c t  o f  c l i m a t e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o n  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s o l a r ,  w in d , a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s ;  
m ak e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a l l  r e s e a r c h  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  
t h e  c e n t e r ;  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  o n  t h e  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
e n g a g e d  i n  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  r e s e a r c h .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  A c t ,  P u b l i c  L aw  9 5 - 3 6 7 ,  u n d e r  
w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  m ay  b e  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e -  u p  t o  a  
5 0  p e r c e n t  g r a n t  t o  c o v e r  t h e  c o s t s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  
c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  
s e r v i c e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,s/ysv
J a y  S .  H am m ond
G o v e r n o r



Arctic Environmental Information and Data Center 
707 A Street 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a

Ap r i l  28, 1 9 8 1

H o n o r a b l e  J a y  K e r t t u l a  

Pres i d e n t  of the Senate 

A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dea r  Mr. President:

P e n d i n g  in the H o u s e  F i n a n c e  Com m i t t e e  is,.HB 1 9 6 , - " A n  A ct r e l a t i n g  to -- 

_ the estab l i s h m e n t  of the A l a s k a  State C l i mate Center a n d  a s t a t e  w e a t h e r  

and c l i mate program." *-

I a m  e x c e e dingly concerned that u nless this bil l  m o v e s  out of c o m m i t t e e  

and passes the H o u s e  a nd Senate that AE I D C  w i l l  be forced, f o r  lack of 

funds, to cut b a c k  the level of c l i mate information s e r v i c e s  w e  have 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  offered. For several years we hav e  m a i n t a i n e d  these s e r v i c e s  

at a m i n i m a l  level b y  funding six m a n  months of s t a f f  time f r o m  our 

g e n eral fund appro p r i a t i o n  and oth e r w i s e  supporting t h e  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  

staff b y  w o r k  on w e a t h e r  and climate applied problem co n t r a c t s .  As 

i n dicated in the m aterials given the committee, b o t h  l a s t  s e s s i o n  and 

this, w e  cannot mee t  informational demands in this m a n n e r  a n y  l o n g e r  due 

to the increase i n  information requ e s t s  and the time n e c e s s a r y  to k e e p  

data summaries current for some 200 w e a t h e r  stations t h r o u g h o u t  the 

State. In a d d i t i o n  this year the prospect of c l i m a t e  and a t m o s p h e r i c  

p r o b l e m  contracts appears rather grim, to say the least, so w e  c a n n o t  

rely o n  this source of funds.

A s  I s e e  it w i t h o u t  the passage of H5 196 w e  w i l l  h a v e  to d o  one the 

following:

a) Cut staff and have files available to users o n l y  t wo days each 

week: or

b) Charge a m i n i m u m  fee of $50.00 per i n f o r m a t i o n  r e q u e s t  for a n y  t i m e  

less than one h o u r  and an a d d i tional $50.00 for ea c h  p a r t  of

further hours in order to defray the costs o f  p e r s o n n e l  s e r v i c e s

and files maintenance; or

c) Some c o m b i n a t i o n  of a) and b) above; or

d) Shut d o w n  entirely and r e t u r n  the files to t h e  N a t i o n a l

W e a t h e r  Service, N a t i o n a l  Climatic Center, A s h v i i l e ,  N o r t h  
Carolina.
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It seems ludicrous to h a v e  to do this at a time w h e n  these files (the 

onl y  h i s t o r i c  climate/weather data in Alaska) a re be i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

demanded b y  contractors, lawyers, police, i n s u r a n c e  companies, s t a t e  

agencies, etc. for purposes r a n g i n g  from hy d r o  p r o j e c t  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

develo p m e n t s  to school b u i l d i n g  d e sign and c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  court 

cases. Nevertheless, som e t h i n g  along these lines w i l l  h a v e  to t a k e  

p l a c e  a nd I cannot accept the responsibility for t h e  i m p a c t s  and e f f e c t s  

such cutbacks w i l l  have u p o n  activities t h r o ughout the state.

I urg e  y o u  to p l e a s e  expedite the p a s sage of this l e g i s l a t i o n .

DMH/pp

cc: a ll A l a s k a  Senators

a l l  A l a s k a  R e p resentatives

Ke i t h  Speckling, O ffice of the Governor

Pres i d e n t  Jay Barton, Uni v e r s i t y  of Alaska

David M. H i c k o k  

Director




