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D a t e :

Mr. President:

The C o m m i t t e e  on t t h a n c f . has had C S S S H B  1 5 0 (Fin)

m a k i n g  special a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the Dept, of C o m m u n i t y  & R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  
to d e v e l o p  s enio r citizen h o u s i n g

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and (-a m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i t t e e )  (the c o m m i t t e e )  
r e p o r t s  it Lack with the f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
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do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass with a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )

r e p l a c e  with CS for __________________________________

and r e c o m m e n d  s ^  - 5 ____________

[ ] same title

\ X  3 new title

AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

r e p orts it back w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i t t e e
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C h e n o w e t h

Origina l sponsors: D u n c a n  and H i l l e r

$1 6 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0

IN THE H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS FOR CS FOR S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 150 (Finance)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE S TAT E OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  special a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to the D e p a r t m e n t

of C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  for h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  

and studies; and p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. The sum of $ 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  

Co the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  and R e g i o n a l  Affairs, s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  h o u s i n g  

development fund (AS 18.54.070) to develop s e nior c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  

Dut not limited to, c o n v e n t i o n a l  housing, h o u s i n g  f o r  the f r a i l  e l d e r l y ,  

group homes, c o n g r e g a t e  housing, and other h o u s i n g  t h a t  m e e t s  the s p e c i a l  

leeds of senior citizens.

* Sec. 2. The sum 'of $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  to 

:he D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to s t u d y  a n d  a s s e s s  the 

leed in the state for h o u s i n g  for s e n i o r  citizens, h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s ,  and 

Eor persons of low and m o d e r a t e  income.

* Sec. 3. T h e  sum of $ 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  to 

:he D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  for p l a n n i n g ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of f e d e r a l l y  a s s i s t e d  s e nior c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s .

* Sec. 4. S e c t i o n s  1 and 2 of this Act take e f f e c t  immediately.'in a c c o r d­

ance w i t h  AS 01.10. 0 7 0 ( c ) .

* Sec. 5. S e c t i o n  3 of this Act takes e ffect J u l y  1, 1982.

- 1 - S C S  C S S S H B  1 5 0 ( F i n )
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: D u n c a n  a n d  M i l l e r

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 1 6 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  
Other Funds -0-

$ 1 6 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0

IN T H E  H O U S E  • B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  CS FOR CS FOR S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  FOR H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 150 (Finance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

For a n  Act entitled: " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to t he D e p a r t m e n t

of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regional. A f f a i r s  for h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  j 

a n d  studies; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for a n  e f f e c t i v e  da te." i 

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALASKA: j4 ,

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund 

to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  Affairs, s e n i o r  c i t izens h o u s i n g  

d e v e l o p m e n t  f u n d  (AS 18 .54.070) to d e v e l o p  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  

but not l i mi ted to, c o n v e n t i o n a l  h o u s i n g ,  h o u s i n g  for the frail elderly, jj 

group homes, c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  h o u s i n g  t h a t  m e e t s  the s p ecial  t

leeds of senior c i t i ze ns. t

* Sec. 2. T h e  s u m  of $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund to I 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to s t u d y  and assess the $ 

meed in the state for h o u s i n g  for s e n i o r  citizens, h a n d i c a p p e d  persons, and f 

Eor p e rsons of low a n d  m o d e r a t e  income. |

* Sec. 3. The s u m  of $ 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  f u n d  to | 

the D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  for p l a n n i n g ,  d e v elopmen t, | 

and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of f e d e r a l l y  a s s i s t e d  s enior c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g  p r o j ects.  I

* Sec. 4. S e c t i o n s  1 a n d  2 of this Act take e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in accord-j 

ance w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .  |

* Sec. 5. S e c t i o n  3 of this Act takes e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1982. I

*£ I
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C S S B  4 0 9  ( F i n a n c e )  a n d  C S S B  4 1 0  ( F i n a n c e )

This legislation provides that a comprehensive housing study be contracted 
and conducted by a consulting firm or group through the Department of 
Community and Regional Affairs.

The legislation gives an in-depth approach to the scope of the study; but 
yet, does not place a limit on the areas of housing programs, financing 
and marketing programs now in existence for scrutiny. The study will 
also look at the state and federal programs being utilized or forth coming.

Through the in-depth analysis of the areas mentioned, the study will identify/ 
compare (sections 1-3) of the programs, and potential methods of financing 
housing programs.

The analysis of the study will take into account the distribution of existing 
housing, population, income and region/geographic areas of the State.

As mentioned, this is to be a statewide study which will also give particular 
attention to the needs of senior citizens, handicapped, low income and moderate 
income families and the general populace of the state.

The housing study will be addressed two phases:

1) The first phase of the study shall address the aforementioned scope of
sections 1-3. This phase of the study will be presented to the legislature
by January 15, 1982.

2) The second phase of the study will address section 4 of the bill which will
intake one or more recommendations to meet the housing needs of Alaska's
population in accordance with the outcome of the analysis previously done. 
The recommendations primarily will focus on the housing needs identified 
and the relationship between recommended housing programs, financing of 
programs and population needs of housing. This phase will be submitted
to the legislature' by March 15, 1982.

/^Along with this legislation is its companion bill CSSB 410 (Finance). This 
legislation is the source for funding which is to be appropriated from the 
general fund.

On this bill there are two changes which were necessary, as the study will be 
for only 1 year rather than two. Therefore, the lapsing date will be 
June 30, 1982 rather than June 30, 1983. Also the original amount for the 
study was $450,000.00. As this is for only one year it was necessary to 
lower the cost of the study to $250,000.00.

This legislation will go into effect on the same date as CSSB 4.09 (finance)



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

2 7

28

2 9

O r i g i n a l  S p o n s o r s :  D u n c a n  a n d  M i l l e r  O f f e r e d :  4 / 9 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  R u l e s

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 1 6 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  
O t h e r  Funds -0-

$ 1 6 , 1 2 5 , 0 0 0

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E

C S  FOR S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 1 5 0  ( F inance)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  m a k i n g  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to th e  D e p a r t­

m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to d e v e l o p  

s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e . "

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  

t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to s t u d y  a n d  a s s e s s  the 

n e e d  i n  the s t a t e  fo r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g .

* Sec. 2. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  fun d  

to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  h o u s i n g  

d e v e l o p m e n t  f u n d  (AS 1 8 . 5 4 . 0 7 0 ) ,  t o  d e v e l o p  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  

b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  to, c o n v e n t i o n a l  h o u s i n g ,  h o u s i n g  for the fr a i l  e l d e r l y ,  

g r o u p  hom e s , c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  o t h e r  h o u s i n g  t h a t  m e e t s  s p e c i a l  f e e d s .

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

0 7 0 ( c ) .

- 1- C S S S H B  1 5 0 (Fin)
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C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  n o w  e r e  p l a n n i n g  h o u s i n g  u n d e r  s e e d  rnonev 
g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  H o u s i n g  D e v e l o p m e n t  F u n d :

E S T I M A T E D  S R E Q U I R E D
C O M M U N I T Y UNITS. F O R  C O N S T R U C T I O N

k ^ W a s i l l a  
^V.’r a n g e l l  

"V-Juneau 
(/ S t . M a r y 1 s 
^ P e t e r s b u r y

- 2 0 - 2 4  
20 - 24 

24
. - 8 - 1 0  

24

S 2 , 4 0 0 , 0 0 0  -
2 . 4 0 0 . 0 0 0  - 
1 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  
1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
1 . 3 0 0 . 0 0 0- rrw

C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  
p l a n n i n g  g r a n t s . a r e :

p r e p a r i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  s e e d  m o n e y

K o m e r
M e t l a k a t l a
K o d i a k

4 8 
8 - 1 0  

7

4 , B O O , 0 0 0  
1 ,0 0 0 , 0 0 0

r .

C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g - . t o  l e v e r a c e  f e d e r a 2  
f u n d s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h o u s i n g  are:

- N i n i i c h i c k  10 •• 1,4 0 0 , 0 0 0
- K e n a i  24 1 , 0 3 0 , 0 0 0
-- A n c h o r a g e  30 5 0 0 ,  0 0 0

C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  w i l l  r e q u e s t  100% s t a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i n a n c i n c  
are: • "

C h u g i a k  - E a g l e  R i v e r  24 4 , 0 0 0 ; 0 G 0
T y o n i a k  10 - 15 1 , 5 0 0 / 0 0 0 '

T O T A L 5 2 2 , 5 8 0 , 0 0 0



H E H O E A H D U H

T O :  ' SEN A TO R  DOS B E N N E T T , CHAIRMAN
S EN A TE  F IN A N C E  CO M M ITTEE

FROM : S E N . V I C  F I S C H E R -

D A T E :  A p r i l  2 0 , 1981 ’

R E :  C S S S H B  IS O  (F in )>  *

T h i s  b i l l  v o u ld  a p p r o p r i a t e  f u n d s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
C o m m u n ity  and  R a g io n a l  A f f a i r s  f o r  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  h o u s i n g .

C S S B  311  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s ) ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  SB 3 12  v o u l d  d o  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  sa m e . B o t h  b i l l s  w e r e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  S e n a t e  
S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  a r e  n o v  i n  F i n a n c e .

T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  b i l l s  I s  
t h a t  C S S B  311 c a r r i e s  n o  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  
h o u s in g  s t u d y .

SB 409 and  SB 410 p r o v i d e  f o r  a  b ro a d  h o u s in g  s t u d y  t h a t  
w o u ld  I n c l u d e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s in g  n e e d s .  T h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
a p p r o a c h  t o  h o u s in g  i s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d a t io n  b y  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  and A u d i t .  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  C o m m u n ity  e n d  
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  A SH A , a n d  a l l  a g r e e .

I  re co m m e n d  d e l e t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  1 i f  F i n a n c e  p a s s e s  o u t  HB 
1 5 0 , r a t h e r  th a n  a c t i n g  o n  SB 3 1 1 .
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  V i c  Fischer, C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811

S u b j e c t :  CSH B  150: A p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n
h o u s in g  d e v e lo p m e n t  fu n d

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Fischer:

T h e  A n c h o r a g e  M u n i c i p a l  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  C o m m i s s i o n  at i ts 
m e e t i n g  A p r i l  15 h a s  i n s t r u c t e d  m e  to w r i t e  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  to 
r e q u e s t  that the a m o u n t  of $8.5 m i l l i o n  w h i c h  w a s  cut f r o m  the 
a b o v e  b i l l  b e  re stored. In the o p i n i o n  of c o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s  
the n u m b e r  of c o m m u n i t i e s  r e q u e s t i n g  h o u s i n g  and the s u b s t a n t i a l  
w a i t i n g  l i s t s  for a d e q u a t e  h o u s i n g  for i t s  e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s  b o t h  
s h o w  the n e e d  for m o r e  than the $ 1 6 . 5  i n  the c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e .  
T h e  h i s t o r y  of this bill i s  that $15 m i l l i o n  was r e q u e s t e d  i n  the 
l a s t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  as a r e s u l t  of the s t u d y  by the R o d e y  
c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  h o u s e  a p p a r e n t l y  added 10% to the las t y e a r ' s  
r e q u e s t  to a l l o w  for inflat i o n .  B u t  they did n o t  a l l o w  for 
p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  in the a g i n g  c o m m u n i t y  as well as an i n c r e a s e  
i n  the n u m b e r s  of c o m m u n i t i e s  in need. F a i l u r e  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  
to a d d r e s s  and act on l a s t  y e a r ' s  n e e d s  s hou ld call for m o r e  
than just i n f l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  to l a s t  y e a r ' s  bill. A l a s k a  is g r o w i n g  
and the p r o b l e m s  of i n f l a t e d  real e state  v a l u e s  are a p p a r e n t  
to e v e r yo ne, w h i c h  m a k e s  t h e  p l i g h t  of e l d e r l y  A l a s k a n s  e v e n  m o r e  
s erious.

W e  feel that $25 m i l l i o n  s hould be the a m o u n t  for the fund 
and that as m u c h  of that as p o s s i b l e  be a v a i l a b l e  for h o u s i n g  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  M u c h  da ta is a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  the 
a l l o c a t i o n  of the m o n e y  and the a mount cut for study and n e e d s  
a s s e s s m e n t  does n o t  need to be r e s t o r e d  to the o r i g i n a l  a m o u n t  
in the h o u s e  bill.

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this request.

S e c r e t a r y
M u n i c i p a l  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  C o m m i s s i o n



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  O N  - S B S i l  -  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  H O U S I N G

W h y  25 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ?  A n d  w h y  all S t a t e  f u n d i n g ? T h e  
a n s w e r s  a r e  to m e e t  s t a t e w i d e  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  of the e l d e r l y  
and to p e r m i t  u s  to d e t e r m i n e  our o w n  e l i g i b i l i t y  r u l e s . We 
can not do t h i s  b y  u s i n g  p a r t  H U D  mo ney.

H U D  S e c t i o n  8 d e f i n e s  e l i g i b i l i t y :  for p e r s o n s  62 a n d  over
a n d  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  adults, that is, 18 
y e a r s  a n d  over. T h e  n e e d s  of t h e s e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  a r e  not the 
same a n d  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e s  differ.

A l a s k a  is not p r o v i d i n g  s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for the 
s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t  e l d e r l y . A p p r o p r i a t e  h o u s i n g  for the 
frail, o r  a t - r i s k  elderly, is not o n l y  an A l a s k a n  concern.
It is a n a t i o n a l  concern.

Dr. R o b e r t  Butle r, D i r e c t o r  of the N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on 
Aging, h a s  s t a t e d  repeatedly- that 2 5 %  of t h e  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  
in n u r s i n g  h o m e s  do not n e e d  that level of care! U n n e c e s s a r y  
p l a c e m e n t  r e s u l t s  m  t r a u m a  for the p e r s o n  and e x o r b i t a n t  
e x p e n s e  for t h e  o n e  w h o  p a y s  t h e  cost.

$ 4 , 0 0 0  a m o n t h  is the c o s t  in Juneau.
$ 6 , 0 0 0  a m o n t h  in Anch orage.

A r e  the f r a i l  e l d e r l y  to b e c o m e  p a u p e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  state 
has not p r o v i d e d  a b e t t e r  p l a n  of c a r e ?  A p l a n  to m e e t  
t h e i r  needs! W i t h  the cost of n u r s i n g  ho me care skyroc k e t i n g ,  
w h o  can a f f o r d  u n n e c e s s a r y  p l a c e m e n t s ?

C l a u d e  P e p p e r ,  o u r  g r a n d  old m a n  in Congress, in P u b l i c  L a w  
96-234, s u g g e s t e d  doin g s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g  
a nd se rvices. A p l a n  of t h i s  type is b e c o m i n g  a r e a l i t y  in 
J u n e a u .

We a r e  b u i l d i n g  a r e s i d e n t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r o u n d  c o n g r e g a t e  
housing. A g e r o n t o l o g i c a l  a r c h i t e c t  as c o n s u l t a n t  is d e s i g n­
ing b u i l t ~ i n s  for 3 , 0 0 0  sq. ft. for a n c i l l a r y  services, as 
p a r a l l e l  bars, w h i r l p o o l  bath, n u r s e ' s  e x a m i n i n g  r o o m  w i t h  
f i x t u r e s  and supplies.. A p r o g r a m  of physical, speech, 
a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  for; als o k i t c h e n  
e q u i p m e n t  w i t h  items for p r o p e r  n u t r i t i o n  and h o l i s t i c  
h e a l t h  approach, ceramics, s t r e s s  c o u n s e l i n g ,  etc.

W h e n  t h i s  S B 3 1 1  passes, S t a t e  f u n d i n g  can p r o v i d e  s u b s i d i z e d  
rent as a f o u r t h  of the t e n a n t ' s  a d j u s t e d  income.

A l a s k a  is r e a d y  for this plan. A l a s k a  has t h r e e  s t a t e w i d e  
h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o g rams. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  Services, P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Services, and the 
N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v &  the p e r s o n n e l  r e s o u r c e s  to d e v e l o p  
this p l a n  t h r o u g h o u t  Alaska.



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  C N  S B 3 1 1  "AN A C T  M A K I N G  A S P E C I A L  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  
T O  D E V E L O P  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  H O U S I N G . "
P A G E  2

In c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  A l a s k a  n e e d s  a 
s t a t u t e  to p r o v i d e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to 
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to c r e a t e  a r e s i d e n t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r o u n d  
c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g  for the f r a i l  e l d e r l y  w h o  do not live in 
t h e i r  o w n  homes. It w i l l  h e l p  the e l d e r l y  to m a i n t a i n  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  a n d  not b e  p l a c e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n t o  a w h e e l  c h a i r  w i t h  r e s u l t i n g  loss of control.

O T H E R  H O U S I N G  T H A T  M E E T S  S P E C I A L  N E E D S .
A l a s k a  set a p r e c e d e n t  in 1 9 5 9  for the e l d e r l y  w i t h  s p e c i a l  
needs. F o r  instance, a f a m i l y  that b e l i e v e d  in the v a l u e s  
o f  an e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y , a s k e d  t he D e p a r t m e n t  of W e l f a r e  for 
h e l p  in k e e p i n g  a b l i n d  g r a n d m o t h e r  in h e r ' d a u g h t e r 's home.
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  the m o n t h l y  o l d  a g e  -assistance 
c h e c k  f o r  a p e r i o d  of m o n t h s  to p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l s  for the 
s o n s  t o  b u i l d  a s p e c i a l  r o o m  for gra ndma. T h i s  w a s  her r o o m  
in w h i c h  she c o u l d  m o v e  a b o u t  w i t h o u t  fear of m i s p l a c e m e n t  
of its f u r n i s h i n g s .  S h e  k e p t  her a r t i f a c t s  n e a r  her a n d  
c o n t i n u e d  to w o r k  at her s k i l l s  w i t h  s k i n s  and beads. T h i s  
w a s  less e x p e n s e  for the S t a t e  and less t r a u m a  for the aged  
g r a n d m o t h e r .  H e r  s o n s  c o n s t r u c t e d  her r o o m  to m e e t  her 
s p e c i a l  needs.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N
Mr. C h a i r m a n  and m e m b e r s  of t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  in 1979 d u r i n g  
f i v e  h e a r i n g s  of the S t a t e  C o u n c i l  on S e r v i c e s  to the Elder ly, 
t w o  i s s u e s  s t o o d  a b o v e  the r e s t  for s p e c i a l  att en t i o n :  the
n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d  and e x p a n d e d  h o m e  s u p p o r t  services, and 
t h e  n e e d  for a s i n g l e  a g e n c y  to c o o r d i n a t e  all of the p r o g r a m s  
for t he aging, a n d  set p r i o r i t i e s .

S B 3 1 1  can p r o v i d e  h o m e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  in c o n g r e g a t e  
h o u s i n g  in t h e i r  own c o m m u n i t i e s .

I r e c o m m e n d  t h i s  b i l l  'be passed .

D o v e  M. Kull, MSW, A C S W
C h a i r p e r s o n  of the S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  of the 
M a y o r  a nd A s s e m b l y  of J u n e a u
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SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BiLL MO. 1 5 0 A0
"An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Community 
and Regional Affairs, senior citizens housing development fund to develop 
senior citizen housing; and providing for an effective date."

Seniors living on fixed incomes are finding it difficult to afford 
to pay the rising costs of housing and fuel in most areas.of Alaska,- 
especially in smaller communities'. “ • '

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the concept 
of a study to assess the need for senior citizen housing and'the develop­
ment of senior citizen housing to meet identified needs. Housing for . 
the frail elderly, group homes, congregate housing, and other housing 
that meets special needs are alternatives to unnecessary and premature 
institutionalization.

If, however, an Older Alaskans Commission is established, it may 
be appropriate to have the commission conduct such a study.

Recommended by:
E li z ^ e t h  Muktarian 
Director
Div. of Adult & Aging 

Services

Date:

Approved by:
Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner 
Dept, of Health and 

Social Services
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A G E N C Y  C O M M E N T S : S p o n s o r  S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H o u s e  
B i l l  N o .  1 5 0

N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t
T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  $ 2 2 5 , 0 0 0  
w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  u t i l i z e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  s t a t e w i d e  s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t .

P o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  a n d  p r o j e c t i o n s  f o r  f u n d i n g  d e c i s i o n s  
a r e  a  m a j o r  e l e m e n t  t o  e f f i c i e n t  p l a n n i n g  o f  e l d e r l y  
h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  o n  S t a t e ,  a r e a - w i d e ,  and  l o c a l  l e v e l s .

T h e  e l d e r l y  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  i n f o r m  
t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C om m un i t y  a nd  
R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  when  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  n e ed  
a r e  b e i n g  l e f t  o u t  a s  p r o p o s a l s  come i n .  T he  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  C om m un i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  c o u l d  t h e n  t a k e  an  
" a c t i v i s t  a p p r o a c h "  t o  m e e t i n g  t h a t  n e e d .  P l a n n i n g  g r a n t s  
c o u l d  t h e n  e a s i l y  b e  o b t a i n e d  b y  i n t e r e s t e d  s e n i o r  
c i t i z e n s  a n d  w o u l d  e n a b l e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  t o  h a v e  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  i . e . ,  t o  
s e e  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  l o c a t i o n ,  d e s i g n ,  m an ag em en t  
a n d  o w n e r s h i p  im p l e m e n t e d .

A v e r y  r o u g h  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  demand  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  
h o u s i n g  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 0 0  u n i t s  a s  f o l l o w s :

2 3 0  u n i t s — u r b a n  a r e a s ;
3 2 6  u n i t s — p o p u l a t i o n  a r e a s  o v e r  5 0 0  
2 6 7  u n i t s — p o p u l a t i o n  a r e a s  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0



T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g  f o r  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  and  
r e q u i r e s  t h e  DCRA t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  H o u s i n g  P r o g r a m .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m  
h a s  u t i l i z e d  S t a t e  f u n d s  t o  l e v e r a g e  e x i s t i n g  f e d e r a l  
f i n a n c i n g  when p o s s i b l e  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  100% S t a t e  g r a n t s  
when l e v e r a g i n g  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  was  n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e .

C o n t i n u e d  p l a c e m e n t  i n  t h e  DCRA w o u l d  a s s u r e  e q u a l i t a r i a n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f u n d s  t o  a l l  p u b l i c  
h o u s i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  b y  p e r m i t t i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  t o  
" h o l d "  t h e  f u n d s  u n t i l  a l l o c a t e d  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t ,  
t h e  S t a t e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n c om e  
e a r n e d  o n  t h e  $ 2 4 , 7 7 5 , 0 0 0  a l l o c a t i o n .

C o m m u n i t i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  p l a n n i n g  g r a n t s  f r o m  t h e  
DCRA a r e :  W a s i l l a ,  W r a n g e l l  a n d  S t .  M a r y s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
K o d i a k  a n d  Homer  a r e  p r e p a r i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p l a n n i n g  
g r a n t s .  T h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  t h e n  r e q u i r e  g r a n t s  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  t h e  h o u s i n g .

I t  i s  o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t h a t - t h e  DCRA b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
u t i l i z e  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  a l l o c a t i o n  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y  (ASHA) i n  o b t a i n i n g  
p e r m a n e n t  f i n a n c i n g  o n  a l l  i n t e r i m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l o a n s  
o u t s t a n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  f o r  e x i s t i n g  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n  h o u s i n g  ( e . g .  A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  C o r d o v a ,  
S e w a r d  a n d  B e t h e l ) . A s s i s t a n c e  m ean s  l e v e r a g i n g  s t a t e  
f u n d s  w i t h  f i n a n c i n g  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  t o  a f e a s i b l e  
l e v e l  f o r  d e b t  r e t i r e m e n t  a nd  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i n g  
e x p e n s e s .

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n



S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  H O U S I N G  B O N D  F U N D

J A N U A R Y  1 9 8 1

N A N C I N G  M E T H O D  L O C A T I O N S P O N S O R  O W N E R U N I T S A M O U N T
O T H E R  F U N D S

S O U R C E  &
TOTAL
ALL SOURCES

RECT F INANC ING :

A l l a k a k e t

A n v i k

F o r t  Y u k o n

G r a y l i n g

H o l y  C r o s s

M c G r a t h

N u l a t o

Ruby

S h a g e l u k

T a n a n a

M u n i c i p a l i t y  
o f  A n c h o r a g e

M u n i c i p a l i t y  
o f  A n c h o r a g e

24 $ 1 , 5 1 0 , 8 0 9 100 —

C i t y  o f  
A l l a k a k e t

C i t y  o f  
A l l a k a k e t

2 7 5 , 8 6 5 . 6 9 100

C i t y  o f  
A n v i k

C i t y  o f  
A n v i k

2 64 ,631.62 100

C i t y  o f  
F o r t  Y u k o n

C i t y  o f  
F o r t  Y u k o n

4 1 3 1 , 4 3 3 . 9 7 100

j

C i t y  o f  
G r a y l i n g

C i t y  o f  
G r a y l i n g .

1 2 3 , 0 9 0 . 8 6 100 --

C i t y  o f  
H o l y  C r o s s

C i t y  o f  
H o l y  C r o s s

2 6 0 , 8 5 2 . 5 8 100 --

C i t y  o f  
M c G r a t h

C i t y  o f  
M c G r a t h

4 1 2 3 , 2 0 3 . 4 9 100 --

C i t y  o f  
N u l a t o

C i t y  o f  
N u l a t o

2 5 3 , 6 2 9 . 7 5 100 --

C i t y  o f  
Ruby

C i t y  o f  
Ruby

2 7 3 , 7 1 8 . 7 9 100 - -

C i t y  o f  
S h a g e l u k

C i t y  o f  
S h a g l u k

2 9 1 , 4 0 4 . 1 2 100 --

C i t y  o f  
T a n a n a

C i  t y  o f  
T a n a n a

2 6 9 , 3 6 3 . 78 100 - -

$ 1  , 5 1 0 , 8 0 9

7 5 . 8 0 5 . 7 3  

6 4 , 6 3 1 . 8 9

1 3 1 , 4 3 4 . 4 5  

2 3 , 0 9 0 . 8 6

6 0 . 5 5 1 . 7 3  

1 2 3 , 2 0 3 . 4 9

5 3 , 6 2 9 . 7 5

7 3 . 7 1 8 . 7 3  

9 1 , 4 0 3 . 1 7  

6 9 , 3 6 3 . 5 8



F I N A N C I N G  M E T H O D

<

i
<

L O C A T I O N S P O N S O R O W N E R  U N I T S  A M O U N T  £.

O T H E R  F U N D S  

S O U R C E  F.

T O T A L

A L L  S O U R C E S

• •

L E V E R A G I N G :

J u n e a u C i t y  a n d  

B o r o u g h  o f

A S H A  4 2  $ 5 2 5 , 0 0 0  2 7 $ 1 ,  4 2 5 , G 8 3  

H U D  S e c .  5 4 0 2

$ 1 , 9 5 0 , 6 8 3

I K e t c h i k a n C i t y  o f  

K e t h c i k a n

A S H A  5 0  7 7 5 , 0 0 0  3 1 1 , 7 4 0 , 5 G  5 

H U D  S e c .  5 4 0 2

2, 5 1 5 , 5 G 5

S i t k a C i t y  o f  

S i t k a

T l i n g i t  2 4  

a n d  H a i d a

H o u s i n g  D e v e l .  C o r p .

H a i n e s C i t y  o f  

H a i n e s

T l i n g i t  1 2  

a n d  H a i d a

H o u s i n g  D e v e l .  C o r p .  '

H o o n a h C i t y  o f  

H o o n a h

T l i n g i t  . 1 2  

a n d  H a i d a

H o u s i n g  D e v e l .  C o r p .

K a k e C i t y  o f  

K a k e

T l i n g i t  1 2  3 8 3 , 0 0 0  9 

a n d  H a i d a

4 , 0 2 0 , 0 0 0  

H U D  S e c .  8 / 2 0 2

4 , 4 0 3 , 0 0 0

S a x m a n C i t y  o f  

S a x m a n

T l i n g i t  1 2  

a n d  H a i d a

H o u s i n g  D e v e l .  C o r p .

K l a w o c k C i t y  o f  

I , o v / o c k

T l i n g i t  1 2

a n d  H a i d a  H o u s i n g  D e v e l .  C o r p .

*

E  t

C r a i g C i t y  o f  

C r a i g

T l i n g i t  9

a n d  H a i d a  H o u s i n g  D e v e l . . C o r p .

%



A N C l K G  M E T H O D  L O C A T I O N S P O N S O R O W N E R U N I T S A M O U N T
O T H E R  F U N D S
S O U R C E  &

TOTAL
ALL SOURCES

ERACJNG:

MONEY:

B e t h e l

S e w a r d

C o r d o v a

S e l d o v i a

P e t e r s b u r g

P e t e r s b u r g

B e t h e l

W r a n g e l l

J u n e a u

C i t y  o f  
B e t h e l

C i t y  o f  
S e w a r d
C i t y  o f  
C o r d o v a
C i t y  o f  
S e l d o v i a

C i t y  o f  
P e t e r s b u r g

C i t y  o f  
P e t e r s b u r g
C i t y  o f  
E e t h e l
C i t y  o f  
W r a n g e l l
C i t y  o f
J u n e a u

AVCP 24
H o u s i n g
A u t h o r i t y
ASHA

ASHA

30

C ook  18
I n l e t
H o u s i n g  A u t h o r i t y
C i t y  o f  24 
P e t e r s b u r g

P e t e r s b u r g
S e n i o r  C i t i z e n ,  I n c .
AVCP H o u s i n g  
A u t h o r i t y

$ 3 4 2 , 5 2 7  19

2 3 a , 000 19

2 0 4 , 0 0 0  19

1 5 0 , 0 0 0  17

1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  5 0

U /K 20

ASHA
C i t y  o f  2 0
J u n e a u /

3 0 . 0 0 0

2 0 . 0 0 0

3 0 . 0 0 0

5 0 . 0 0 0

$ 1 , 2 3 3 , 1 0 0  
•MUD

1 . 9 7 3 . 0 0 0  
HUD

1 . 4 8 0 . 0 0 0  
HUD

1 . 4 6 8 . 0 0 0  
HUD

$ 1 , 5 7 5 , 6 2 7

2 , 2 1 2 , 0 0 0

1 . 6 5 2 . 0 0 0

1 . 6 1 8 . 0 0 0

1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  2 , 6 0 0 , 0 0 0
FmHA, S e c .  5 1 5



O T H E R  F U N D S  T O T A L

N A N C I N G  M E T H O D  L O C A T I O N  •’ S P O N S O R  O W N E R  U N I T S  A M O U N T  % S O U R C E  & A L L  S O U R C E S

E D  M O N E Y :

S t .  M a r y ' s  C i t y  o f  U / K  8 $ 3 0 , 0 0 0

S t .  M a r y ' s

W a s i l l a  C i t y  o f  U / K  2 0  5 0 , 0 0 0

W a s i l l a

T A L  G R A N T  A W A R D S :

4 1 8  $ 6 , 4 0 6 , 5 3 0 . 7 0

B o n d  C o s t s  

P u b l i c  F a c i l i t y

P l a n n i n g  F u n d  6 0 , 6 2 0 . 0 0

T O T A L  $ 6 , 4 6 7 , 1 5 0 . 7 0

D  A V A I L A B I L I T Y  $ 7 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0

D  A W A R D S  & C O S T S  - 6 , 4 6 7 , 1 5 0 . 7 0

%

B A L A N C E  $ 1 , 0 3 2 , 8 4 9 . 3 0

V



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  O N  f i f i S i l  -  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  H O U S I N G

W h y  25 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ?  A n d  w h y  all S t a t e  f u n d i n g ? The 
a n s w e r s  are to m e e t  s t a t e w i d e  h o u s i n g  n e e d s  of t h e  e l d e r l y  
a n d  to p e r m i t  u s  to d e t e r m i n e  o u r  o w n  e l i g i b i l i t y  r u l e s . We 
can not do t h i s  b y  u s i n g  p a r t  H U D  money.

H U D  S e c t i o n  8 d e f i n e s  jlig ibility: for p e r s o n s  62 a n d  over
a n d  m e n t a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  adults, t h a t  is, 18 
y e a r s  a n d  over. T h e  n e e d s  of t h e s e  t hre e g r o u p s - a r e  n o t  the 
same a n d  t h e i r  l i f e  s t y l e s  differ.

A l a s k a  is n o t  p r o v i d i n g  s u i t a b l e  h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  for the 
s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t  e l d e r l y . A p p r o p r i a t e  h o u s i n g  for the 
frail, o r  a t - r i s k  elderly, is not o n l y  an A l a s k a n  c o n cern.
It is a n a t i o n a l  concern.

Dr. R o b e r t  B u t l e r ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  the N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  on 
Aging, h a s  s t a t e d  repeatedly- that 2 5 %  of t h e  e l d e r l y  p e r s o n s  
in n u r s i n g  h o m e s  do n o t  n e e d  that level  of carel U n n e c e s s a r y  
p l a c e m e n t  r e s u l t s  in t r a u m a  f o r  t h e  p e r s o n  and e x o r b i t a n t  
e x p e n s e  for t h e  o n e  w h o  p a y s  t h e  cost.

$ 4 , 0 0 0  a m o n t h  is t h e  c o s t  in Juneau.
$ 6 , 0 0 0  a m o n t h  in A n c h o r a g e .

A r e  t h e  f r a i l  e l d e r l y  to b e c o m e  p a u p e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  state 
h a s  not p r o v i d e d  a b e t t e r  p l a n  of c a r e ?  A p l a n  to m e e t  
t h e i r  needs! W i t h  t h e  c o s t  of n u r s i n g  home care sk r o c k e t i n g ,  
w h o  can a f f o r d  u n n e c e s s a r y  p l a c e m e n t s ?

C l a u d e  P e p p e r ,  o u r  g r a n d  old m a n  in Congress, in P u b l i c  L a w  
96-234, s u g g e s t e d  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g  
a n d  s e r v i c e s .  A  p l a n  of t h i s  ty pe is b e c o m i n g  a r e a l i t y  in 
Juneau.

W e  a r e  b u i l d i n g  a r e s i d e n t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r o u n d  c o n g r e g a t e  
ho u s i n g .  A g e r o n t o l o g i c a l  a r c h i t e c t  as c o n s u l t a n t  is d e s i g n­
ing b u i l t - i n s  f o r  3 , 0 0 0  sq. ft. f o r  a n c i l l a r y  services, as 
p a r a l l e l  bars, w h i r l p o o l  bath, n u r s e ' s  e x a m i n i n g  r o o m  w i t h  
f i x t u r e s  and supplies.. A  p r o g r a m  of ph ysical, speech, 
a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  for; a l s o  k i t c h e n  
e q u i p m e n t  w i t h  items for p r o p e r  n u t r i t i o n  and h o l i s t i c  
h e a l t h  approach, ce ramics, s t r e s s  c o u n s e l i n g ,  etc.

W h e n  t h i s  S B 3 1 1  passes, S t a t e  f u n d i n g  can p r o v i d e  s u b s i d i z e d  
rent as a f o u r t h  of t h e  t e n a n t ' s  a d j u s t e d  income.

A l a s k a  is r e a d y  for t h i s  plan. A l a s k a  has t h r e e  s t a t e w i d e  
h e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 
H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ,  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Se rvices, and the 
N a t i v e  C o r p o r a t i o n s  h a v e  the p e r s o n n e l  r e s o u r c e s  to d e v e l o p  
t h i s  p l a n  t h r o u g h o u t  A l aska.



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  ON S B 3 1 1  " A N  A C T  M A K I N G  A S P E C I A L  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  
T O  D E V E L O P  S E N I O R  C I T I Z E N  H O U S I N G . "
P A G E  2

In c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ,  A l a s k a  n e e d s  a 
s t a t u t e  to p r o v i d e  the a u t h o r i t y  to the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  
a nd S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  to 
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  to c r e a t e  a r e s i d e n t i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a r o u n d  
c o n g r e g a t e  h o u s i n g  f o r  the f r a i l  e l d e r l y  w h o  d o  n o t  l i v e  i n  
t h e i r  o w n  homes. It w i l l  h e l p  the e l d e r l y  to m a i n t a i n  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  a n d  n o t  b e  p l a c e d  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  
i n t o  a w h e e l  c h a i r  w i t h  r e s u l t i n g  l o s s  of c o n t r o l .

OTHER' H O U S I N G  T H A T  M E E T S  S P E C I A L  N E E D S .
A l a s k a  set a p r e c e d e n t  in 1 9 5 9  for the e l d e r l y  w i t h  s p e c i a l  
needs. F o r  i n s t ance, a  f a m i l y  t h a t  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  v a l u e s  
of an e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y , a s k e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  W e l f a r e  for 
h e l p  in k e e p i n g  a b l i n d  g r a n d m o t h e r  in her- d a u g h t e r ' s home.
T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  m o n t h l y  o l d  age - a s s i s t a n c e  
c h e c k  f o r  a p e r i o d  of m o n t h s  t o  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  
s o n s  to b u i l d  a s p e c i a l  r o o m  f o r  g r a n d m a .  T h i s  w a s  h e r  r o o m  
in w h i c h  she c o u l d  m o v e  a b o u t  w i t h o u t  f e a r  of m i s p l a c e m e n t  
of i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s .  S h e  k e p t  h e r  a r t i f a c t s  n e a r  h e r  a n d  
c o n t i n u e d  to w o r k  at h e r  s k i l l s  w i t h  s k i n s  a n d  b e a d s .  T h i s  
w a s  l e s s  e x p e n s e  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  and l e s s  t r a u m a  f o r  t h e  a g e d  
g r a n d m o t h e r .  H e r  s o n s  c o n s t r u c t e d  h e r  r o o m  t o  m e e t  h e r  
s p e c i a l  needs.

R E C O M M E N D A T I O N
Mr. C h a i r m a n  a n d  m e m b e r s  of t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  in 1 9 7 9  d u r i n g  
f i v e  h e a r i n g s  of t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  on S e r v i c e s  to t h e  E l d e r l y ,  
two i s s u e s  s t o o d  a b o v e  the r e s t  for s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n :  t h e
n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  h o m e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  
t h e  n e e d  for a s i n g l e  a g e n c y  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a l l  of t n e  p r o g r a m s  
for t h e  aging, and set p r i o r i t i e s .

S B 3 1 1  c a n  p r o v i d e  h o m e  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  in c o n g r e g a t e  
h o u s i n g  in t h e i r  o w n  c o m m u n i t i e s .

I r e c o m m e n d  t h i s  b i l l  ‘be p a s s e d .

D o v e  M. Kull, MSW, A C S W
C h a i r p e r s o n  of the S e n i o r  C i t i z e n  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  of t h e  
M a y o r  a n d  A s s e m b l y  of J u n e a u



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R
ON

S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  1 5 0

"An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Community 
and Regional Affairs, senior citizens housing development fund to develop 
senior citizen housing; and providing for an effective date."

Seniors living on fixed incomes are finding it difficult to afford 
to pay the rising costs of housing and fuel in most areas.of Alaska,- 
especially in smaller communities'.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the concept 
of a study to assess the need for senior citizen housing and'the develop­
ment of senior citizen housing to meet identified needs. Housing for . 
the frail elderly, group homes, congregate housing, and other housing 
that meets special needs are alternatives to unnecessary and premature 
institutionalization.

If, however, an Older Alaskans Commission is established, it may 
be appropriate to have the commission conduct such a study.
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