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Jj : • “ • • •. • ’- - ' ‘ ............ •

r  'd&~*j4f- -- t f / f  "f ° /oo /T < ►V'7^

I  ̂ <^i->~<r <*‘ -',-~ *> tf. f j 1 /<*■ U ^ C ^ £ * y -

' l l ' s ^ v
/ j j d  f  uvd r ^ v  f<J~ '̂ v '/v ll &L*j

; j lA s^s'tj- £>_•' cJf'V? Jj," i’ta-̂ j/-4+ jĴ Ô -fJ1' /]*< jCiS'ĵ O «A» t C /̂ 2KA-̂ «
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~ ‘P ^ & iv f c lp - t "  ♦ - '  < ^ v  y ^ V  . -  <?

ci  / / v^  &>4''c ^ J b jh J ^ r it~ th  (^-'4  ,£^ k > A ^
f\J-

A 1/

Ai

'S & *



THE
SOUTHEASTERN

CONFERENCE

J a n u a r y  7, 1982

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  M. Cato 

C h a i r m a n

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Com' ttee

H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P o u c h  V

Juneau, A K  99811

D ear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cato:

A t t a c h e d  fin d  a copy of a let t e r  sent to M a r v i n  Taylor, C h a i r m a n  of the A l a s k a  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n n i n g  Council, w h i c h  in c o r p o r a t e s  s o m e  of our c o n c e rn s  on 

tran s p o r t a t io n .

I a m  als o  e n c l o s i n g  that p o r t i o n  of our 1981 p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t  on t r a n s p o r t a­

tion a d o p t e d  at the Conference's annual m e e t i n g  in Sitka.

T h e  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  be m e e t i n g  in 

J u n e a u  F e b r u a r y  10 and 11. W e  w o u l d  w e l c o m e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  of m e e t i n g  w i t h  

y o 3  and the m e m b e r s  of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  to discu s s  our c o n c e r n s  on 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  either F e b r u a r y  10 or 11, at such t i m e  as w o u l d  be c o n v e n ie n t  

w i t h  you. You m a y  call m e  at 78 9 - 2 1 5 2  once you k n o w  w h a t  you r  s c hedule w i l l  

p e r m i t .

W e  w i l l  be h o s t i n g  our annual L e g i s l a t i v e  Dinner the night of F e b r u a r y  10 and 

w i s h  to i n v i t e  y o u  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  of the c o m m i t t e e  to u t t e n d .  W e  w i l l  be 

f u r n i s h i n g  you w i t h  a d di t i o n a l  d e t a i l s  at a later date.

E n c l o s u r e s

c c  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Abood, Me t c a l f e ,  Sutcliffe, 

Duncan, Zharoff, and Moss

President G e o r g e  D a v i d s o n

First Vice President Sunny H i c k s

Second Vice President R o b e r t  M e s s e g e e

Lobbyist p h n  H o l d s w o r t h

'-"■President

A n Association o f Southeast Alaska Comm unities



TRANSPORTATI ON

A I R

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o n t i n u e  

f u n d i n g  t h e  a v i a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  u n t i l  a l l  

c o m m u n i t i e s  h a v e  a i r p o r t s .

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r e p a r e  a 

m a s t e r  p l a n  f o r  e a c h  s t a t e - o w n e d  a i r p o r t  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  

a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m  t o  i n c l u d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n e t w o r k  o f  

e m e r g e n c y  l a n d i n g  s t r i p s  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  a n d  t o  

i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  s a f e t y  p r o g r a m  a n  i m p r o v e d  i n s t r u m e n t  a p p r o a c h  

f a c i l i t y  a t  a l l  m a j o r  a i r p o r t s .

M A R I N E

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c o n s i d e r  a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  m a r i n e  a n d  

l a n d  c o m p o n e n t s  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  A l a s k a n s  a n d  t o  b e g i n  s u c h  

p r o g r a m  b y  r e l o c a t i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  m a r i n e  

h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  t o  P r i n c e  R u p e r t .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f e e l s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  s u f f e r s  f r o m  a l a c k  o f  

r e s p o n s e  a n d  c o n c e r n  b y  m a n y  M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e m p l o y e e s  

a n d  t h a t  t h i s  l a c k  r e s u l t s  i n  p o o r  s e r v i c e ,  i m p o l i t e  r e s p o n s e s  

t o  p u b l i c  n e e d s ,  l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a n d  p o o r  . u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e q u i p m e n t .
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W e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s t a t e  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  M a r i n e  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e m p l o y e e s .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a l s o  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  

r e s t  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  o n  t h e  L e C o n t e  a n d  A u r o r a  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  

f o r  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  i t s  r u n  a n d  w e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s t a t e  t o

i m p r o v e  t h e  s e a t i n g  a n d  o t h e r  r e s t  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  t h e s e  f e r r i e s  

a n d  t h a t  a t  s u c h  t i m e  a s  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  t h e s e  

f e r r i e s ,  l i f t s  b e  a d d e d  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  e l d e r l y  a n d  h a n d i ­

c a p p e d .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  f e e l b t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  o r

*
r e q u i r e  a l l  M a r i n e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e m p l o y e e s  t o  r e s i d e  i n  

A l a s k a .

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  f a r e s  o n  t h e  M a r i n e  

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  m o r e  f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e

r e l a t i v e  c o s t  of  l i k e  t r a v e l  b y  v e h i c l e .

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  b e  

t a k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  a s e p a r a t e  

M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  A u t h o r i t y  b e  c r e a t e d  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  

e a c h  d i s t r i c t  B e r v e d  b y  t h e  s y s t e m .

L A N D

T h e  C o n f e r e n c e  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  r i g h t - o f - w a y  

c o r r i d o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  i n l a n d  

h i g h w a y  s y s t e m s  a n d  w e  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e a r l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e



Wrangell-Petersburg Aarons Creek Highway project.

W e  f u r t h e r  e n c o u r a g e  a r o a d - b u i l d i n g  p r o g r a m  b a s e d  o n  c o m p a r ­

i n g  l o n g - t e r m  c o s t  b e t w e e n  h i g h w a y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f e r r y

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e .  W e  f u r t h e r  f e e l  t h a t  b y  d e f i n i ­

t i o n ,  a f e r r y  s y s t e m  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  o n l y  t o  c o n n e c t  o n e  r o a d  

s y s t e m  t o  a n o t h e r  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o  i n v e s t  

i n  f u r t h e r  r o a d  s y s t e m s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  w h e r e  p r a c t i c a b l e .  

A l s o ,  w e  c a l l  t o  t h e  n e e d  to  k n o w  t h e  s o c i a l / e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t s  

o n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n  C o n f e r e n c e  f u r t h e r  e n c o u r a g e s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  

f o r  t r a v e l  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n ­

s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  p r o j e c t s :

a )  T h e  K e t c h i k a n  A i r p o r t  b r i d g e

b) T h e  J u n e a u  A i r p o r t  c a u s e w a y

c) T h e  S i t k a - K a t l i a n  B a y  r o a d

d)  T h e  W r a n g e l l  P a t s  C r e e k  p r o j e c t

e)  P e t e r s b u r g  M a i n  S t r e e t  i m p r o v e m e n t s

f) C o r d o v a  W o o d s h e d  R o a d  p r o j e c t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  

p a v i n g



SOUTHEASTERN
CONFERENCE P.O. Box 29 

Douglas, AK 99824 
Phone: 586-6846

D e c e m b e r  8/ 1981

Mr. M a r v i n  P. Taylor 
C h a i r m a n
A l a s k a  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Planning 

C o u n c i l  
P o u c h  Z
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Mr. Taylor:

W e  s o l i c i t  your support of the S o u t h e a s t e r n  Conference's 
P olicy S t a t e m e n t  on T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  (copy enclosed).

W e  w o u l d  f u rther request that the Governor's O ffice on 
S a t e l l i t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  be u rged to h e l p  d e v e l o p  a State 
S a t e l l i t e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  s ystem for a i r c r a f t  that utilizes 
e x i s t i n g  V H F  a i r c r a f t  radios.

W e  seek your h e l p  in supporting the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of airfields 
in all S o u t h e a s t  Alaska c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a d e f i n i t e  time 
s c h e d u l e  to be p r o v i d e d  by DOT and f u n d i n g  r e q u ested through 
the Govern o r ' s  O ffice as well as the l e g i s l a t u r e  in order to 
a c c o m p l i s h  this w i t h i n  the next 10 years.

W e  ask that the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  P l a n n i n g  Council request either 
the U. S. Forest Service or the State of Alaska to upgrade the 
e x i s t i n g  r u n w a y  at Bradfield Canal w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  the Tyee 
L a k e  Hydro project.

W e  request that the Governor's O f f i c e  c o ntact the Canadian 
C u s t o m s  o f f i c e  in Vancouver and request c u s t o m s  coverage for 
the Stewart, B. C. airport.

M a n y  t i m e s  float planes cannot land in Hyder because of high 
w a v e  c o n d i t i o n s  in Portland Canal. At other times, ice is a

President G e o r g e  Davidson 

First Vice President S u n n y  Hicks 

Second Vice President R o b e r t  Messegee 

Lobbyist Phil Holdsworth

A n Association of Southeast Alaska Com m unities



problem. T h e r e  is no secure place to tie u p  float or 
a m p h i b i o u s  planes. Yet, less than one m i l e  f r o m  Hyder in 
Stewact,B. C. e x i s t s  a p a v e d  r u n w a y  w h i c h  w h e e l  and a m p h i b i o u s  
a i r p l a n e s  c o u l d  u t i l i z e  y e a r  round as the C a n a d i a n s  k e e p  it 
c l e a r e d  of s n o w  in the winter. At the p r esent time, the 
C a n a d i a n  C u s t o m s  w i l l  not clear aircr a f t  to take p a s s e n g e r s  to 
Stewart,B. C. w i t h o u t  f lying f r o m  K e t c h i k a n  to P r i n c e  R u p e r t  
a nd then to Stewart. This extra p o r t i o n  of the t r i p  g e n e r a t e s  
over 50 m i n u t e s  of a d d i t i o n a l  flying t i m e  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  
into a d d i t i o n a l  cost for the customer and operator.

This c o u l d  be a v o i d e d  as C a n a d i a n  Customs' p e r s o n n e l  are 
p r e s e n t  at S t e w a r t  a n d  the a i r c r a f t  and p a s s e n g e r s  could be 
c l e a r e d  in Stewart.

W e  are u r g i n g  a g r e a t e r  c o o p e r a t i v e  effort by the C a n a d i a n  
C u s t o m s  to a l l o w  a i r c r a f t  and passen g e r s  w h o  are going to 
H y d e r  to be c l e a r e d  a t  S t e w a r t .  T h i s  w o u l d  h e l p  t h e  m i n i n g  
e x p l o r a t i o n  c o m p a n i e s  in C a n a d a  and the U nited States, 
air t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c ompanies, and the citizens of b o t h  Hyder 
a n d  S t e w a r t ,  as w e l l  as p r o m o t e  t o u r i s m .  W e  h o p e  t h i s  k i n d  of 
c o o p e r a t i o n  c o u l d  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  as soon as possible.

W e  w o u l d  f u r t h e r  u r g e  that y o u  request through the Governor's 
O f fice the c o n t i n u e d  funding of the Alaska A v i a t i o n  S a fety 
Foundation.

Thank you in a d v a n c e  for any support you can give us.

Sincerely,

George D a v idson 
President

cc: Linda Deegan
Alaska Air Carriers Assoc.

Senate Transportation Committee 
House Transportation Committee
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