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POSITION PAPER

CS For Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 5 (Transportation)

Relating to free travel for handicapped persons on the State Mari n e  

Highway System.

CS for Senate Concurrent Resolution No. S (Transportation) requests the 

Governor to direct the Division of Marine Highways to initiate a  p r o g r a m  

whereby handicapped persons may travel without charge b e t w e e n  two Alaskan 
ports on a space available basis from October 1 to the following M a y  15.

By such a program we would express to handicapped persons the interest 

of the State in' their participation of State affairs b y  offering t h e m  an 

economical and convenient method of visiting new areas on the m a r i n e  

highway system, thus increasing their knowledge of these areas. In 
addition to opening new vistas of interest we are h e lping the handicapped 

person become a more informed citizen. ^ ' '

It is our understanding the marine highway system is in the process o f  

removing all architectural barriers to handicapped persons thus enhancing 

the accessibility of the vessels. As such it is possible the vessels 

might be used as a transportation device from remote areas to larger 
towns for those needing routine medical attention.

The Department of Health and Social Services recommends the passage o f  
this resolution.

Recommended by:

David Bruce, Deputy Director 

Division of Public Health

Date: / 9 e r lt  f  (JZjS L

Approved:

Helen D. B e i m e

Commissioner

Date:
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.FISCAL NOTE

I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No.________________________________ ______________
Title Relating to free travel for handicapped ner^nns 

Requested b v Commissioner’s Office-_______________________

CS for Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 5 (Transportation)

n a t h e  State M a x ine Highway System 
Date S/10/81

IL F I S C A L  D E T A I L  

Agency Affected Department of Health and Social Services

.Program Category Affected Public Health

B R U ,  Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected,

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate iine-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)

E X P E N D I T U R E S  (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  81 F Y  8 2 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 . F Y 8 6 -

100 P E R S O N A  1. S E R V I C E S . o . d i l l . 0 . . 0 0 0
700 T R A V E L - 0 , _..Q_ 0 0 0 0
300 C O N T R A C T U A L 0 0 0 0 0 0
400 C O M M O D I T I E S . JL„. ... 0 . g ... .0.. . . f: . 0 0

500 E O U I P M E N T  ' 0 0 0 n 0 0
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S CL_ . n ____ Q . _ d _  . 0 0

700 G R A N T S .  CLAIMS. ETC, 0 n .. 0  .... n n 0
Q n .D____ Q o 0

t o t a l
0 0 C

ooo

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dol 

G E N E R A L  F U N D

lars)

0 0 0

•
0 0 0

F E D E R A L  F U N D S 0 0 0 0 0 0
O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source! 0 0 0 0 0 0

POSI T I O N S  

F U L L  T I M E 0 0 0 0 0

0
•

0

PA R T  T I M E 0 0 0 0 n 0
T E M P O R A R Y 0 • ... n . _____ 0 C 0 0

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III) 

‘ • •

* * , •

•

TV DATF. 3/10/81 P R E P A R E D  R Y  David Bruce

• , A G E N C  

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  

cc: Budget and Management
Prim^ ^nnncnr I rrklntnr NnmnH

Y  Dept, ot Health 5 Social Services
4ob-30y0 
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D r a f t  C S  f o r  S C R 5  

E x p l a n a t i o n  o f  c h a n g e s  p r o p o s e d  b y  t h e  s p o n s o r ,  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n .

T o o k  o u t  " s e v e r e l y ” t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  a n d  a d d e d  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n "  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  R e h a b i l i t a ­

t i o n  A c t  o f  1 9 7 3 .  T h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

f e l t  t h a t  a  s i n g l e  d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  

a n d  p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  i t  b e  d e f i n e d  a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  l e v e l .

C h a n g e d  " A l a s k a n s "  t o  " p e r s o n s "  t h r o u g h o u t  t o  a v o i d  l e g a l  

c h a l l e n g e  o n  b a s i s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
r e s i d e n t s .

A d d e d  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  s i g n a t u r e  o f  a  p h y s i c i a n  

v e r i f y i n g  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  m e e t s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n .  ( D . O . T .  w a s  a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h o w  

t j  a d m i n i s t r a t e  t h e  p r o g r a m . )  T h i s  m e t h o d  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  f r e e  t r a v e l  p a s s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  u n i f o r m  c r i t e r i a ,  

w o u l d  b e  s i m p l e  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e  to a d m i n i s t e r  a n d  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w o u l d  p r o t e c t  t h e  p r i v a c y  a n d  r i g h t  t o  m e d i c a l  

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n .  T h e  s i m p l e  y e s  

o r  n o  a n d  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d o c t o r  n e g a t e s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  t h e  

h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  t o  s p e c i f y  o r  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r  d i s a b i l i t i e s  

t o  a n y  n o n - m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  s u c h  a s  the f e r r y ' s  p u r s e r .
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FR: S t e v e  S o e n k s e n  J / L  
R e s e a r c h  A n a l y s t

RE: F C C C S S C R  5

I h a v e  r e a d  the p r o p o s e d  F C C  b i l l  a n d  f i n d  it t o  be a l m o s t  t h e  s a m e  
as the H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  are 
o b s e r v a t i o n s :

TO: Rep. Bette Cato

A P a g e  1, L i n e s  2 4 - 2 5  a d d s  n e w  l a n g u a g e  >

" f r o m  e a c h  O c t o b e r  1 to t h e  f o l l o w i n g  M a y  15; a n d  b e  it"...

A s  a s u g g e s t i o n  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c l a r i t y ;

" f r o m  O c t o b e r  1 to M a y  15 i n c l u s i v e ;  a n d  b e  i t " . , ,  m a y  be 
b e t t e r  t e r m i n o l o g y ,  a l s o  t h i s  w o u l d  be c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  l a n g u a g e  
o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s o l v e  n o . 2 1980, c o n c e r n i n g  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  o n  the 
f e r r y  s y s t e m .

T h e  o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  the F C C  b i l l  a n d  the; H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  CS, 
is the d e l e t i o n  o f  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o n  p a g e  1, l i n e  29 as f o l l o w s ;

A " a n d  w h i c h  is a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r  ro conditionjj

W i t h  t h e s e  two e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  p r o p o s e d  F C C  is t h e  s a m e  as t h e  H o u s e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e .



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 2 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  F i n a n c e

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5

IN  THE SENATE BY ELIASON

3-  ' I N  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE“OF"ALASKA"

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

R e l a t i n g  t o  f r e e  t r a v e l  f o r  s e v e r e l y  

h a n d i c a p p e d  A l a s k a n s  on t h e  s t a t e  

m a r i n e  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m .

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

9 WHEREAS t h e  r e c e n t  y e a r s  o f  i n f l a t i o n  h a v e  damaged t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t u s

,0 o f  many s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  Alaskans who r e l y  on f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  a i d

11 . p r o g r a m s ;  an d

12 WHEREAS t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  h i g h  r a t e  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t  d u r i n g  r e c e n t  y e a r s

13 h a s  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  A l a s k a n s  t o  c o m p e t e  i n  t h e  

H j o b  m a r k e t ;  an d

15 WHEREAS many s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  A l a s k a n s  who w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h e i r

s t a t e  a r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  go b o a t i n g ,  c a m p i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  o r  s k i i n g ;  a n d1G

17 WHEREAS many s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  A l a s k a n s  who w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t r a v e l

10 a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  c a n n o t  c o n v e n i e n t l y  u s e  a l l  m e t h o d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ;  und 

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 

29

WHEREAS d u r i n g  t h e  o f f - s e a s o n  t h e  s t a t e  f e r r i e s  f r e q u e n t l y  o p e r a t e  a t  

l e s s  t h a n  f u l l  c a p a c i t y ;

BE IT RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  m a r i n e  h i g h w a y s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a p r o g r a m  

w h e r e b y  s e v e r e l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  A l a s k a n s  may t r a v e l  on  s t a t e  f e r r i e s  f o r  no 

c h a r g e  on a  s p a c e - a v a i l a b l e  b a s i s  b e t w e e n  two A l a s k a n  p o i n t s  o f  e m b a r k a t i o n  

f r om  O c t o b e r  1 t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  May 15 a n n u a l l y .

-1- SCR 5
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