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CS For Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 5 (Transportation)

Relating to free travel for handicapped persons on the State Marine
Highway System.

CS for Senate Concurrent Resolution No. S (Transportation) requests the
Governor to direct the Division of Marine Highways to initiate a program
whereby handicapped persons may travel without charge between two Alaskan
ports on a space available basis from October 1 to the following May 15.

By such a program we would express to handicapped persons the interest
of the State iIn" their participation of State affairs by offering them an
economical and convenient method of visiting new areas on the marine

highway system, thus increasing their knowledge of these areas. In
addition to opening new vistas of interest we are helping the handicapped
person become a more informed citizen. n "t

It is our understanding the marine highway system is in the process of
removing all architectural barriers to handicapped persons thus enhancing
the accessibility of the vessels. As such it is possible the vessels
might be used as a transportation device from remote areas to larger
towns for those needing routine medical attention.

The Department of Health and Social Services recommends the passage of
this resolution.

Recommended by:
David Bruce, Deputy Director
Division of Public Health

Date: /9erlt F JzZjSL

Approved:
Helen D. Beime
Commissioner

Date:



IL FISCAL DETAIL i i
Agency Affected Department of Health and Social Services
.Program Category Affected Public Health
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected,
(Note: Ifmore than one budget component isaffected, separate iine-item amounts and funding for each
component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)
FY 81 Fy 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY .85 .FY86-
100 PERSONA L SERVICES 0 Ldill 0 . 0 0 0
700  TRAVEL- 0 , Q 0 0 0 0
300 CONTRACTUAL 0 T0 0 0 0 0
400  COMMODITIES 1L, 0. g . .0. £ 0 0
500 EOUIPMENT * 0 0 0 n 0 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES CL_ n Q _d_ 0 0
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC, 0 n 0 — n n 0
Q n D Q 0 0
total
0 0 C © © ©
FUNDING (Thousands of Dol lars) .
GENERAL FUND 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
OTHER (Specify Fund Source! 0 0 0 0 0 0
0
POSITIONS
FULL TIME 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART TIME 0 0 0 0 n 0
TEMPORARY 0 <. n . 0 C 0 0
. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section IlI)
- S .
* * L]
TV  DATF. 3/10/81 PREPARED RY David Bruce
.- AGENC Y Dept, ot Health 5 Social Services
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 40b-30y0
cc: Budget and Management . .
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Draft CS for SCR5

Explanation of changes proposed by the sponsor, Senator Eliason.

Took out "severely” throughout the resolution and added the
definition of "handicapped person™ from the Federal Rehabilita—
tion Act of 1973. The State Department of Transportation

felt that a single definition for handicapped was necessary

and preferred that it be defined at the legislative level.

Changed "Alaskans"™ to "persons™ throughout to avoid legal

challenge on basis of discrimination against out-of-state
residents.

Added provision for requiring the signature of a physician
verifying that the person meets the established definition
of handicapped person. (D.0.T. was also concerned about how
tj administrate the program.) This method of qualification
for the free travel pass would provide uniform criteria,
would be simple and inexpensive to administer and most
importantly, would protect the privacy and right to medical
confidentiality of the handicapped person. The simple yes
or no and signature of the doctor negates the need for the
handicapped persons to specify or describe their disabilities
to any non-medical personnel such as the ferry"s purser.
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TO: Rep. Bette Cato

FR: Steve Soenksen J/L
Research Analyst

RE: FCCCSSCR 5

I have read the proposed FCC bill and find it to be almost the same
as the House Transportation Committee Substitute. The following are
observations:

Page 1, Lines 24-25 adds new language >
"from each October 1 to the following May 15; and be it"...

As a suggestion for the sake of clarity;
"from October 1 to May 15 inclusive; and be it".,, may be
better terminology, also this would be consistant with language

of Legislative Resolve no.2 1980, concerning senior citizens on the
ferry systenm.

The other difference between the FCC bill and the; House Transportation CS,
is the deletion of the language on page 1, line 29 as follows;
ll}\ "and which is a physiological disorder ro conditionjj

With these two exceptions, the proposed FCC is the same as the House
Transportation Committee Substitute.



Introduced: 1/22/81
Referred: State Affairs,
Transportation and Finance

IN THE SENATE BY ELIASON
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 5
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE“OF"ALASKA"
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
Relating to free travel for severely
handicapped Alaskans on the state
marine highway system.
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS the recent years of inflation have damaged the financial status

of many severely handicapped Alaskans who rely on federal and state aid

. programs; and

WHEREAS the continuing high rate of unemployment during recent years
has made it difficult for severely handicapped Alaskans to compete in the
job market; and

WHEREAS many severely handicapped Alaskans who would like to see their
state are not able to go boating, camping, hiking, or skiing; and

WHEREAS many severely handicapped Alaskans who would like to travel
around the state cannot conveniently use all methods of transportation; und

WHEREAS during the off-season the state ferries frequently operate at
less than full capacity;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully requests
the Governor to direct the division of marine highways to initiate a program
whereby severely handicapped Alaskans may travel on state ferries for no
charge on a space-available basis between two Alaskan points of embarkation

from October 1 to the following May 15 annually.
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