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Weather

Intervals ol high
cloudiness toigt, low -10.
Mainly cloudy with a lew
periods ol snow Thursday.
High +1. Fridey: Irequent
sunny periods. Yesterday.*®
high 4.6. Low It nigt
-163. Trace ol snow during
lsst 24 hours. Sunset 7:06
p-m Sunrise tomorrow 7:11
a.m. More detailson page 2.

After enjoying surging economic growth
during the first nine months of 1981, the
Yukon’s economy began a sharp nosedive dur-
ing the last quarter tliat shows no signs of
levelling off, , o !
review for 1981,

Economic

That pattern Ib shown In the annual

released today by (Ik* Yukon government's

ltcacurch and Planning Unit. A&
Employment was up strongly In the first nine months

of last year, and then started to sag badly. "Signs of a1

slump In Uk?mining sector were becoming evident In the

IDLE TRAINS

cut toaminimum

may bocoma

by

a familiar alght. White Pats rail crews

layoffs that also affect the trucking division.

have

been

being
By MASSEY PADGUAM

division

Staff Hcportcr
more

Seattle.

White Pass is laying off 48

Ycsterdny,

people in several of its

Skagway to talk to union of-

divisions.

ficials and warn

While Pass president Tom

/nay get even worse.

King blames the layoffs on n

laid

in Skagway and three

traditional winter Mll. Ten
Teamsters in the nil yards
ore also being laid off.

off from the rail

the rail division In

"W e 'redown to three (roil)

Kin was in .
9 crews," said Larry Jacquot,

chairman of the Skagway

them things local of the United Tran-

sportation Union. "W e just put

drop in freight hauling It's "just the volume of one on, anticipating on upturn
because of the generally, poor business,"” King said. "The <Now) we're cut back
economy. volumes certainly are . .. off >a in." Three railcrews is the
Nineteen people in from where they were in ‘;:.nimum White Pass has to
Whitehorse — 17 in trucking January." have on wunder the wunion's
and two more in the rail A full train crew of five has collective agreement.
operation -— were laid off been laid off in Skngway,
Friday. bnrely weeks nfter being Cont'd on p. 31
Fifteen v arkers arc also called back from the

22% mining drop

17 % inflation 1

30% Jobless seen

fourth quurler.” says Dan Lang, minister of economic

development. Inu statement accompanying the report.
Mineral production led the decline In 1981, as predicted
In January. The value of mineral

by preliminary figures

production Inst year was $298 million, the report nays.

That compares to a final figure of $360 million in 1980.

Dropping silver and lend values were mainly responsible

for tho 22 percent drop: *

The number of people who bad'Jobs In the territory

penked laic Inst summer and then started plummclling.

The total number of employees was 11,684 In September,
36 per cent above the 8,571 people who hud Jobs nt the end
of 1980. But by (he end of lost year, the number of people
with jobs had dropped to 10,743. That meant 1981 saw an
the number of people

overall Increase of 25.3 per cent In

Cont’'d on p. 31
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Cont'd from front s $57.91 per average house. = closer to'equalized power rates/
UNALAKI1
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average house now uses 457 Power will cost 13.331 cents or average household, rather than
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King said general freight, Meanwhile, -Hamme said November. - 1981, this race nc
such as supplies for Yukon

stores, has started to"drop as'
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the effects of mine layoffs —
88 at United Keno Hill in Elsa

and 95 at Cyprus Anvil in Faro

- ripple through the R

economy. Wlllbe Closed
“We're seeing a fair bit of

that and with the mining fo r renova t i ons

generally,’ he said. "That

includes placer mining. We're

March 19&20

Everett Hamme, job

-steward for- the Teamsters WEEKEND FOR \\

who work the Skagway rail M a r C h 2 6 & 2 7 6th annual women's]

with scheduled wol
yards, said layoffs there go

accommodation
into effect this weekend.

March 26-28, Atlin,

W e are sorry forany =. $60. Info. & res

- -4 Women's Centre, 66T

Eleven people have been

inconvenience thismay cause
E ¢c o n o m vy
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R N R Society, with Dr. CA

holding jobs, though it

dropped eight per cent in the fessor of educations

last quarter. / 1 sat.,, March 27, 8:5
The unadjusted unem - p.m.L7-9 p.m.; Sun

ployment rate in the Yukon 28, 8:30-11:30 a.m., S.

was 9.7 per cent in December, School. Info.: 667-524(

1981, well below the 22.5 per UNURETSTET RYVYETD 667-7507 eves.

cent figure recorded .in

December 1980.'

Colin Heartwell. director of P U B L I C A U C T I O N

JUNEAU FOLK FE:|
the economic research and

- Enjoy a trip to
planning unit, said the drop

Charter flight leavinl
. TUESDAY APRIL 27,1982 WHITEHORSE, Y UKON ..
reflects last year’'s booming . .
. . April 2, returning Sunl
tourist season and increased EOUIPMENT FROM: General Enterprises - as ) ) )
4. Details: Christine, 6€]
employment in the service tt ay re-aiign their equipment requirements. *
sector. ALSO C.W. Friday Const Ltd.

."That grew substantially,

and took up the slack in terms

£ ,AWLER TRACTORS IncE 2- Cat D9H ™ 2- Cat DIG"k 2 RIVERDALE SoUTH
of the number of-people , 1980 Cat D8 K™; 1976 Cat D8K; 1975 Cat D8K: 4-Cat D8H * nomination meeting.
Previously unemployed.’  _ " WHEEL LOADERS Inch 1979 Cat 980C; 1974 Cat 966C; Cat March 23. 8 p.m., Rivl

But with the latest round of 9668. MOTOR GRADERS It 1977 Cat 14G: 3-Cat 12E ™ Baptist Church. 32 Tub|
mining layoffs he warned, the Cat 12. EXCAVATORS itic 1973 P & H 412. ROCK TRUCKS Everyone welcome -
unemployment rate may ot 1976 Cat 769 cTw 18:00 x 33 Hrw. MOTOR SCRAPERS
casily surpass 30 per' cent " Irofc 3- 1980 Cat 627B"s o/ PuiNpul I attacment, ovihlrv.i
during the first quarter of this H_Iins' E'5X35 Ilraz_1974cat63]'c.sc'/wa’§“n_1 RIVERDALE NORTH LI
year. N hittes. 33.25 x 35 Hres: 4* 1971 Cat 631C™» cto cushin- homination meeting
hitdhes. 33.25 x 35 tires. COMPACTION Irdfc 1972 Cat 814; b oas s i
2- 1978 Dyrupac CA25D"s Mib.r 1978 Bros SP 3000; Tampo hare © 8 opeme Rive
RA2003. TRUCK TRACTORS Inct 2- KanwoHh 9243 2- Baptist Church, 32 Tutsl|
vear. compared to about 12 Kemvorlh 923™_ CENTRE DUMPS kot 2- Decap T/A canter Everyonewelcome.
per cent in southern Canada. dumpsMNSW;&MCCOymdUmpSWsm. .

\

Prices here are 21.6 per cent

Prices for most consumer

goods was up 16.6 per cent last

higher than Edmonton and W HSE. NORTH CENI

161 per cent nhigher than FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AMO TO CONSIGN NDP annual general met!
Vancouver. Food prices alone EQUIPVENT, CONTACT WAYNE GILUES® IN election of officers. Tl
shot up 11.1 percent here, 19.5 WHITEHORSE AT 568-1747 OR CALL OUR PRINCE March 18, 7:30 p.m.,
per cent in Dawson City and GEORGEOFFICEAT(&M»)M had = Hall. Public is welcome.

8.3 per cent in Vancouver. ..

Rents in Whitehorse .
Femained. comstant through Write or phone.tor FREE Brochure YLXO.V crafts ST—_
the fourth quarter, with

December rents being 19
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pacts of NCPC'’s latestincrease.'l-; \ scale, depending orfpower used, you can"stDi

= In W hitehorse, it will cost the average doan easycalculation togetahidea how much

household another $6.12 a months . your power, bills" will be withiVa few. cents.’
‘The average city household uses 1082 Simply calculate how much power you use by

kilowatt. hours .of electricity each-, month,; "pulling out your copies of your power bill,

low-water sur- Right now the price, after all the fuel and; . - - - - 7-——— —-7- -
water adjustments are added, comes to 7.007 — — —ContdPnp- -——-- -
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ing economic growth
months of 1981, the
iasharp nosedive dur-
lat shows no signs of

the annual review for 1981.

m government's Economic

agly In the first nine months
,-d to sag badly. "Signs of a

/ere becoming evident in the

cut to a minimum by layoffs that also affect the trucking division.

By MASSEY PADGHAM being 1laid off from the rail traditional winter Tull. <Ten

- . Staff Reporter division in Skagway and three Teamsters in the rail yards

more in the rail division in are also being laid off.

White Pass is laying off 48 Seattle. "We'r.down to three trail)
people in several of its Yesterday, King was in crews," said Larry Jacquot,
divisions. Skagway to talk to union of- chairman of the Skagway

White Pass president Tom ficials and warn them things local of the United Tran-
King blames the layoffs on a /nay get even worse. sportation Union. "W e just put
drop in freight hauling It's "just the volume of one on, anticipating an upturn
because of the generally poor business," King said. "The .... (Now) we're cut back
economy. . volumes certainly are ... off again." Three rail crews is the

Nineteen people in from where they were in minimum White Pass has to
Whitehorse -— 17 in trui .ring January." have on unoer the union's
and two more in the rail A full train crew of five has collective agreement.-
operation — were laid off been laid off in Skagway,

Friday. : . barely weeks after being - Cont'd on p. 31

Fifteen workers are also’ called back, from the

/ el
That compares to a final figure of $360 million in 198
2 2 % m 1 n 1 g d I’ 0 p Dropping silver and read values were mainly responsib

_ _ for the 22 per centdrop:

1 7 % 1 n f I at 1 0 n A The number of people who had'jobs in the territo

_ peaked late last summer and then started piummetUr

3 0 % J Ob I eSS S e e n The total number of employees was 1.1,684 in Seplemb
rTIn 36 per cent above the 8,571 people who had jobs at the
fourth quarter,” says Dan Lang, minister of economic of 1980. But by the end of bast year, the number of peo
development,in astatement accompanying the report. with jobs had dropped to 10,743. Thai meait lifcl saw

Mineral production led the decline in 1S81. as predicted overall increase of 25.3 per cent in the number of peo

by preliminary figures in January. The vaiue of mineral

R R Cont'cFfon p. 31
production last year was $298 million, the report says.
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Confd from front

. - .-, - = which tell you
how many kilowatt hours of
power you use. Then multiply
that by 7.573 cents.

The average - business in
w hitehorse now uses 4,954
kuowalt hours a'month at 8.352

cents each. The new cost will be

8.916

bill thus goes from $413.76
$441.80.

In Carcross, Carmacks,
Marsh Lake and Tagish, the

average house now

kilowatt hours a month.

now costs 11.807

Layoffs

Cont'd from front

King said general! freight,

such as supplies for Yukon
stores, has started Lot.rap as
the effects of mine layoffs —
88 at United Keno Hill in Elsa
and 95 at Cyprus Anvil in Faro
- ripple through the

economy.
"W e 're seeing a fair bit of

that and with the mining

generally,” he said. "That

includes placer mining. We're
very worried."

Everett Hamme, job
steward for- the Teamsters

who work the Skagway rail

yards, said layoffs there go

into effect this weekend.
Eleven

people have

Economy

Cont’'d

been

from front

holding jobs, though it
dropped eight per cent in die
last quarter. .

The

unadjusted unem -

ployment rate in the Yukon

was 9.7 per cent in December,

1981, well below the 22.5 per
cent figure recorded .in
December 1980."

Colin Keartwell, director of

the economic research and

planning unit, said the drop

reflects last year’'s booming

tourist season and increased

employment in the service
sector.
."That grew substantially,

and took up the slack in terms

of the number of people

< previously unemployed." =

But with the latest round of

mining layoffs, he warned, the

unemployment rate may

easily surpass 30 per cent
d'aing the first quarter of this
year. * .

consumer
goods was up 16.6 per cent last
year, compared to about 12
per cent in southern Canada.
Prices here are 21.6 per cent
higher

than Edmonton and

16.1 per cent higher than

Vancouver. Food prices alone
shot up 11.1 per cent here, 19.5
1 per cent in

Dawson City and

8.3 per cent in Vancouver.

Rents in Whitehorse
remained constant through
* f%ﬁh qua*t’er, with

cents. The average monthly

uses 457
Power

cents per

rage nouse. After next

/

month, it will cost 12.671 cents or /

$57.91 per average house.
Ross River residences use an

average 586 kilowatt hours a

month. Power now. costs a

whopping 17.42 cents per kilowatt
hour or $102.08 a month for the
average house.

Power will cost

19.313 cents or $113.17 per:
average household. - '<.:
Haines Junction residences

use an average 742 kilowatt

hours. Power now costs 11.967

cents per kilowatt hours or $88.79
a month for the average house.
Power will cost 13.331 cents or
$98.92 per average household.

For the informs tion of the

laid off in White Pass'’s

trucking operations in British
Columbia and Alberta, which
King blames on economic
conditions there.

Meanwhile,

Hamme said

i

u:,.f~.u ivfli .ruoiic unities

tf/NCPCalso filed a

designed to bring the-Yukon

closer to equalized power rates/

The board has yet to decide that
is a good thing, although it has
already happened a little bit. If it
does happen, itwould likely mean
the cost for a kilowatt hour of
electricity would be the same in
any Yukon community. In effect,

it -, means hydro-supplied

Whitehorse and Mayo residents
would subsidize power users in
small, diesel-only towns. Under

that scheme, if adopted, power

rates would go up even more

here, to $84.30 a month for the
rather than

average household,

$81.94 as NCPC's current

proposal would require.

his union and White Pass have
asked for a u.s. federal
mediator following the break-
down of talks. The union’'s
four-year contract expired in

November.

The Alirport Cafe

will b e

for

closed

renovations

March 19&20
March 26 & 27

W e are sorry forany

inconvenience thismay cause

UNRESERVETD

PUBLIC

TUESDAY APRIL 27,1982 WHITEHORSE

EQUIPMENT FROM:

AUCTTITON

, YUKON

General Enterprises - as

they re-allgn their equipment requirements.

ALSO C.wW.

C .AWLER TRACTORS Irdt 2-

Friday ConslL Ltd.

DH*»; 2-Cet DOGTS 2-

1930 Cat D8 K's; 1976 Catt D§K; 1975 Cal D8K: 4-Cat D3H™.
; WREEL LOADERS Irdt 1979 Cat 980C: t974 Cal 966C; Cal
9663. MOTOR GRADERS It 1977 Cal 14G; 3-Cat 12E §
I Cat12. EXCAVATORS kit 1973 P 4 H 412. ROCK TRUCKS
Iroft 1976 Cat 769 c/v 18:00 x 33 lire". MOTOR SCRAPERS

Incfc3- 1980 Cat 627B™ c/w PudHo

Il attachment. arhli>

hitdes. 2.5 x 35 oY, 2 1974 Gl 631C * c/w aushlry
httche*. 3.5 x 35 tires; 4" 1971 Cat 631C"s ¢/w auwshirv
. higer, 33.25 x 35 tires. COMPACTION Ifc 1972 Cat 814;

2- 1978 Dyn,

apac CA250"s Mib.; 1978 Bros SP 3000; Tampo

RA2003. TRUCK TRACTORS Inct 2- Keworlh 94%s; 2-
Konworth 923 ® CENTRE DUMPS  Ircfc 2- Decap T/A certer
dumps c/v 3 bays: 4-McCoy centre dump™ c/w3 bay*.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ANO TO CONSIGN

EQUIPMENT,

CONTACT WAYNE  GILLIES ™ IN

WHFTEHORSE AT 66M747 OR CALL OUR PRINCE
GEORGE OFFICE AT (804) 563-5711

Write or phone.lor FREE Brochure
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K1VERDALE SOUTH
nomination meeting.
March 23, 8 p.m., R.
Baptist Church, 32 Tu

Eve.yone welcome. -

RIVERDALE NORTH
nomination meeting.
March 23, 8 p.m.; Ri
Baptist Church, 32 Tut

Everyone welcome.

W HSE. NORTH CE

NDP annual general m
election of officers.
March 18, 7:30 p.m.

Hall. Public is welcome

YUKON crarFTs at
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Barely hours after 95 people got layoff notices, the unions at the
Cyprus Anvil mine inFaro have been warned toexpect a summer, vaca-

tionshutdown. - - - VvV -
.Robert McCallum, vice-president of operations for the mine, said the decision has
notyet been made at-the company’s head office in Vancouver. . -
“1 would think at this time that the decision will likely be made next week,” he
said. “It’s being very carefully studied in the corporate office.”

Any shutdown would have a very definite ripple, effect! About 100 White Pass
workers depend directly on hauling concentrates for Anvil.

“1f Anvil closes down for a period of time, then we will have a subsequent layoff,”
- White Pass presidentTom King said flatly.

EitsbItBh*d >-
In 1900

Cont’'d on P. 2

hursday, March 18,1982

Bditarod

update

SHAKTOOLIK, Alaska -
Rick Swenson and Jerry Austin
arrived here within three seconds
of each other at 1:30 this mor-
ning, L-. did not continue In the
face of extremely strong winds.
The next section is 100 kilometres
of open, glaring sea ice. - * ' "

Dave Monson and Dob
Chulpach mushed in at 1:35 n.m.,-
Emmitt Peters at 3:20 a.m. and
Susan Butcher and Herbie
Nayokpuk at 3:30 a.m., Joe May
at 6:15 a.m. and Rick Mackey
and Dean Osmar at 6:50 a.m.
after getting lost.

“ltwas blowing snow so hard |
couldn t see the frail." Mackey
said. . = :

S«0 story— pa96 3.

- S B A
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"ravil

**c Cont'd from front

Some rail traffic would continue

to accommodate other freight

and tourism, but Anvil is about

two-thirds of the railway's

business.

The mine is generally con-

sidered the backbone of the
Yukon's economy.

Dave Power, president of the

production workers union,
Steelworkers Local 1051, which
represents the bulk of the lead-
rinc-silver mine’'s workers, was

reluctant to discuss yesterday

afternoon’'s meeting with mine

management before special

general *union meetings

teew.

scheduled for today.

Power said he got the im-

pression the decision rests on

Anvil’'s view of where metal
prices will go in the next few
months and how much money
will be saved by the 95 layoffs.

Taylor

Cont'd from front

is going to terminate rny service

In office, all the people should
have a say in it."

He said calls -of en -
couragement have been pouring

in to his home all morning.

Taylor, who has represented
Watson Lai"; (Or 21 years,
believes he nns “an excellent

chance" of taking the riding as an

independent. He said he still

remains "a Jloyal Conservative"

and would consider rejoining the
party if he is re-clccted.
" have no dissatisfacation

with the party itself It's been a

long winter, and 1 feltitwas time
1 shook things up a bit."
Taylor,

speaker for eight

years, could ugain be named to
the position by the legislature
even if re-elected as an in-

dependent.

"lt's a great honor, and if the

house, in its wisdom, invited me

to be speaker again, | would
consider it.”

He refused to name the per-
<sbns in the "clique”, but said

several are members of the

>**atson Lake business com -

munity "and know who they are.

"l was very angry about it up
until last night, but now | figure
these people should be pitied, not
scorned. If they put a wolverine

to the wall, it'll fight, and |I'm

ready to fight."

Taylor made the decision a

week ago, but did not consult

Government Leader Chris

Pearson.
“I don't want

anybody else

fighting my battles for me

That would be unfair.”

o« JANTOR'’S SUPPLIES N\

The mine lost $3 million last

month.

- “1 think it's how much money

they're losing.” := *-
McCallum and Power said

most people have six weeks'

vacation coming, but scheduling

those vacations is extremely

difficult now that the work force

has been pared to a minimum.

McCallum said many mines

are shutting down for five to eight
weeks

this summer. I f the

shutdown is longer than six

weeks, the workers would be put
on temporary

layoff to make

them eligible for unemployment

insurance.

“They could possibly shut
down for a two-month period,”
Power commented, “but | think
six weeks would be a ball park
figure.”

True to form, Power said,

rumors of a possible shutdown

have preceded the statement,

and Anvil officials hr— in the

last few weeks refused -c. .-ule out

the possibility.

Y T G r e

small c¢con

fr omnm

The Yukon government

will now permit small, un-

bonded contractors to use
irrevocable letters of
guarantee as a cash

equivalent to bonds to help

them bid for government
contracts.
Successful bidders on a

government contract must

post a bond, or cash
equivalent, of 10 to 20 per cent
of the total contract amount.

But for unbonded companies,

coming up with, the cash
equivalent often meant
borrowing at high interest

-rates, which adversely af-

fected their ability to rubmit

From the speaker's chair, he

said, he enjoys "cloaer contact

with the cabinet and more open

doors thatf|f MLA does."

If defr ted, he would "go out

gracefully and with dignity" to

resume: his .career as a

prospector. 1

Rollle, meanwhile, said he

was "shocked" by last night's

developments.
"l wanted the nomination, but
not this way,” he said. “ | don't

want any part of any dirty

politics."

In Whitehorse, Jim Kennelly,

v.V

"Nothing would surprise me

now.”

Power said the company has

actually been talking about a

shutdown for summer vacation

for a couple of years now — so it
might become a regular feature.
shutdown

A summer allows

major maintenance work do be

done, and Power said he expects
some people would be working at
the mine and

mill through any

shutdown.

McCallum said the mine has

considered that, but any shut-

down this summer would be

strictly based on economics and
no decision is being made to have
a summer shutdown as a ar.nual

event.

Another company-union

meeting has been scheduled (or
Wednesday to discuss the con-
tentious issue of layoff con-
ditions, and there is a *goodl

chance the company decision on

any summer closure will be =

announced then.

l e ases

tractors

b ondage

low bids.

According to Geoff Lattin,

minister of highways and
public works, all five banks
have agreed to the scheme,

which will mean a cheaper

.line of credit for unbonded

contractors.
The

letter is issued by a

bank, and, because the bank
retains the use of the money,
charges to the contractor are

lower than normal interesLon

loans. I’|~
"It had reached the point
where some contractors
simply couldn't bid com -
petitively because of high
interest rates," Lattin said.

a 40-year-old businessman, has

announced he will seek the

Liberal nomination for Riverdale

North, the riding held by Pear-

son. The meeting will be held

next Tuesday, the same night as
the Liberal

nomination meeting

for Riverdale South, currently
held by party leader Ron Veale.
Whitehorse resident Larry

Whelan intends to seek the

Liberal nomination for Porter

Creek West, now held by Con-

servative Doug Graham. That

nomination meeting will take

place April 8.

London, , -

LONDON (APl — Lood
metals Thursday, In poind,
lilver in pent* a troy ounce.

Copper spot 647-646; future

Tin spot 7,200-7.210; future:

Lead spot 341-343; future 34

Zinc spot 443-445; future 449

Silver spot 297-398; future \.

Aluminum spot S77S-S7S; ft
601

Nickel spot 3.145-3.160; fu
3.173

New York

NEW YORK tAPI-Thesti
rallied today as traders beg
ahead to the US. Federa
Board's weekly report on mon

The Dow Jones average

. dustrials rose 6.36 to 602.23.

Gamers held a 2-to-l lead ¢
in New. York Stock Exchi
issues.

Analysts noted that there h
clear-cut trend In the market |
several sessions.

Prices drifted lower on Tv
Wednesday. They perked i
however, amid speculation
board's weekly reportTale Fn
show a decline in the basic n
money supply.

Traders were also keeping
news reports from *Vienrs
Organization of Petroleum
Countries oil ministers were
for an emergency meeting |
strategies to counter d
pressure on oil prices

HJ. Heinz led the active |
CSS. A 157,700-share block
traded at C7V«.

The NYSE's composite Inde
1063.22.

Volume totalled 23.76 m!llt
against 2.66 million at the s.
Wednesday.

Among Canadian issues. Ak
> to 11S's, Canadian Pacific 1
i nd Genstar N loIM"-j,

Ashland OU lost 'vtoCJS

Montreal

MONTREAL (CPI - US
tetms of Canadian funds at r
wa; down7-100 at 112149. Pom
was up3-25at ti | 900
i D>e Canadian dollar was >
OBIll and pound sterling wa
>1.11(4.

Toronto

TORINTO (CP) - Share pi
ed shar.sly higher In mid-mom
to slock msrkrl trading Th

>what aiatysli called a lon
technical rally,

The TS.s 300 index gained |
or .74 per cent In 1660.14 an
issues outnumbered the loses 1
162 Issues unchanged.

Twelve ot Ihe composite's
groups tdvmced, led by gol
climbed 526.1 points or 216 p
3112.66 Real state and couslr
21.79 points tr .46 per cent
while management co
registered a frictional decline

Trading act! dty waa sun
slow, however, Volume by Il
1.19 million shaies, compared
million shares at the same lim-
day.

By The Canadian Press

Forecasts (or tha Yukon a
(hwestcm British Cotumlla u
Environment Canada forlsday
day:Synst

High clo us was reported
but soulheii... iportionsol the
district this morning. Strong win
Whitehorse area kept te-np
there near the freezing mark, h
system will produce cloud ar
light precipitation over souther
today Clearing is expected >-i
by Friday Northern areas will
cloudy with occasional light sn
days as a a second lronul syslet-
them.
Forecasts

Northern Yukon Travellers'i
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Staff Reporter

Anvil workers got the bad

layoff news last night, a week

after their employer said it was
coming. 17
Robert McCallum, vice-

president of operations at

Cyprus Anvil mine," said 95 of its

770 workers will file out of the

lead-zinc-silver mine for the last

time on March 26.

itMcCallum delivered the news

to executives of the two

Steelworkers wunion locals in a

meeting yesterday afternoon.
"W e have identified that there
are 95 employees that will be part

of this reduction of forces,"

McCallum said last night.

The first layoffs are among

the 12 temporary workers, most

of them doing clean-up work

around the mill. They are ceing

laid off first as required by ihe

unions' collective agreement.
The largest group of layoffs,

44. comes from the production

workers group, Steelworkers

Local 1051. There are about 540

members of this Local. Ten of the

temporary workers alsobelong to

this local.

Another 19 people will come
from the ofhc0 and technical
workers group, iteelworkers

Ixxral 8243," which has about 90

members.

Twenty salaried employees,
the management and ad-
ministrative level of the mine,

will be laid off, reducing the staff

size from 125. McCallum said

they would come from all

departments.

The individual workers were

to be notified this morning and

w'll work their last shift on

March 26.

McCallum called the layoffs a
permanent reduction of the work-
force.

Despite the layoffs, the

company, at least for now, will
maintain full production of about

10,200 tonnes of ore daily. No call-

back of workers will happen,
although when times get better
the size of the work force may
gradually rise.

As Anvil president John Bruk

puts it, you tal eit "easy” a bit in

good times, t ruk said Anvil’'s

staff now is :m re highly trained

than before end so is

more

By jJVIASSEY PADGHAM

{ Staff Reporter

Cyprus /Anvil lawyers began

laying the groundwork yesterday
for expected arguments that the
Northern Canada

Power Com -

mission's proposed rate structure

is illegal.
Anvil is furious at increased
and president John
Bruk has said it threatens the

long-term viability of the mine.

If Anvil's arguments at the

Yukon Electrical Public Utilities

Board hearings are to no avail,

Anvil could take the commission

to court, said company lawyer

Laurie Pathman.

Anvil argues, and NCPC

admits, that the mine has Daid

the.

productive.<

*McCallum said the wunion

officials sat and listened to the

company's news, without im -

mediate comment."They were to
meet again with thecompany this

afternoon.

MLA Maurice Byblow (NDP -

Faro). termed the day-'""Black

Tuesday." . Lt . ‘ - O

He said because each worker

accounts for three other people

through family and indirect

work, the net effect of the Anvil

layoff and th? departure from

Elsa Monday of most of the 88

people laid off there is a loss of

about 700 people or three per cent

of the people in the Yukon.

While he said he hopes
businesses in Faro can tighten
their belts and survive, Bvolow,
co-owner of the Faro Hotel, is

worried some newer businesses

may be forced to close.

"W e have to look at diver-
sifying our economy,” he noted.
McCallum said the company

has suggested the company and

the union form a consultative

committee Jirough the Canada

Employ men tCentre to try to find

jobs for the laid-off workers, a

difficult task given the country's

sagging ecoaomy. Employment

officials are expected to be in

Faro Friday.

The mine in Faro is not the

only sector o' the Cyprus Anvil

operation that is going to get
cutbacks.
Bruk said Monday a full

review of corporate organization

by three senior executives is

expected to recommend cuts of,

some people in the Vancouver

office ar.d those cuts will be

made. How many people will be

laid off in Vancouver Is not yet

known.

“As far-as the Vancouver

office is concerned,” Bruk said,

"0oi course, we are in the process

for rationalizing and
streamlining the Vancouver
operation, and the re-
organization that is being an-
nounced to the employees is

applicable thoughout."

The three executives on the

top-level committee -

McCallum; Bert Cook, senior

g Al il

officials to justify those rates.

NCPC says its act gives it the

authority to set the rates.

Anvil officials liave said they

don'twant Yukoners to subsidize

the mine, they just want a fair

deal.

Pathman also wanted in-

fo'mation from 1969 to 1975 to

indicate how much Anvil has

been paying above what it con-

siders a fair price. That in-

formation only started becoming
available in 1975, and it is only
since then that NCP C can say for
sure that Anvil has been paying
100 to 130 per cent of the actual
cost if its power. Anvil uses about
one-quarter all the power

generated in the Yukon.
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"“Black Tuesday."

That, says a Faro union

leader, is probably the best

description of yesterday's

layoff of 95 workers ,h6 at the
Cyprus Anvil mine.

While union members see
the layoffs as inevitable, as
metal prices tumble and the
mine's costs rise, the major
union local at the mine is
spoiling for a fight over how
the mine is going about laying

off the workers.

Dave Power, president of
the production worker's
group, Steelworkers Local
1051, said special union

meetings are being called for

10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Thur-

sday to explain concerns

raised by the local's executive

at a meeting last night in

Faro.
“I1t looks like we're in asort

of disagreement over how

layoffs are administered,” he

vice-president for marketing,

and Glen Simpson, vice-president

for exploration — have been
given wide-ranging powers by
Bruk. They are to report by the

end of the month.

They are designing a re-

organization plan because of the

poor economy and the change
last summer that turned Anvil
from being a publicly-traded
company into a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Hudson's Bay Oil
and Gas Company Ltd., itself
wholly owned by Dome
Petroleu. i.

That change will see reduc-
tions in the labor force

throughout and re-assignment of

authority, Bruk said.

Now that Dome owns Hudbay

completely, Bruk is seeking to

meet with Dome officials in the

next couple of weeks to chart

Anvil's future. There has. been

speculation that Dome, in order

eto reduc- Its 55-biilion debt load,

might sell Anvil, which it bought

for $340 million last summer, to

Cominco, the world's larges*

lead-zinc producer.

Uil

legally?

possibility, but no decision has

been made by Anvil officials.

If NCPC did have to

pay’

money back, itwould él1eecome

from Yukon consum

said.
“We have another meeting-
(today) with the company at

2:30," Power said. "There's

some problems with how

they're going about this, this

layoff. We'll be asking them

questions.”

Power said the Canadian

government has to be blamed

for blundering the economic

situation in the Yukon.

"l guess we'll have to
expect more of this in the
future.”

“We don't give too much
praise to the way the Con-

servatives are handling things
in the Yukon cither,” he added
bitterly.

"I've talked toquite a lot of
people

today who just shake

their head and say, 'Where am
| going to go.'

Power said he cannot say
much about the disagreement
with the until

company, the

Gui

m
num.i

Wed. March 2
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meetings Thursday about the
union’s concerns.

but they are known to

include a dispute over what

kind of transportation help

Outside the laid-off workers

will get.

There is also a dispute over

who will belaid off. The actual

notices to individual workers

have not yet gone out, but the

union wantsu make very sure

the most recently hired em -

ployees are the first to go.
Another

problem is the

length of notice. The company

is giving workers 10 days"
notice. The wunion is expected
to argue at least 14 days'
notice is needed and even

more for workers with at least

two or three years of ex-

perience.

"It seems like we're going

in one direction and the

company's going in another.”
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