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S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e *i
S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n ,  C h a i r m a n  

R E A A  B u d g e t  O v e r s i g h t  C o m m i t t e e

S e n a t e  B i l l  84 6, - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  B a r r i e r  R e g u l a t i o n s  

M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 8 2

T e s t i m o n y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  R E A A  B u d g e t  O v e r s i g h t  C o m m i t t e e  

h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

b a r r i e r s  h a v e  h a d  a n  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  . 

o p e r a t i o n s  c o s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  t h e  i n t e r i m  

r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  b a r r i e r - f r e e  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

e x t e r i o r  r a m p s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  C o m p l i a n c e  

i n v o l v e s  a n  a b n o r m a l  a m o u n t  o f  m a n u a l  l a b o r  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  

m o n t h s  c o  k e e p  t h e  r a m p s  f r e e  o f  s n o w  a n d  i c e .

A l t h o u g h  a m u l t i - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  

f u e l  e f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  c o d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e l e v a t o r s  c a u s e  

m a n y  d i s t r i c t s  h a v i n g  " b u s h "  s c h o o l s  t o  u t i l i z e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i o n  tc t h e  e l e v a t o r  i n s t a . 1 -  

. l a t i o n  i n  b u s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i v e  c o s t s  o f  m a i n ­

t e n a n c e  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  

t h i s  c e d e  r e s t r i c t i o n  is l e s s  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n t  b u i l d i n g s .

R E A A  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  r a m p s  f o r  t h e  

h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

a c c e s s  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  v i l l a g e s  w i t h o u t  s i d e w a l k s  o r  

r o a d s .

S e n a t e  B i l l  8 4 6  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  D O T P F  t o  m a k e  

e x e m p t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  s u c h  c a s e s  a s  t h o s e  t h a t  

h a v e  b e e n  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  R E A A  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .
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4<iM work draft
TPH 1 6  1862

B e r r i e r
A l te r n a t iv e
4 /1 6 /8 2

O rig in a l  sponsor: Rules Committee 
by r e q u e s t

IN THE SENATE BY THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

HOUSE CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 846 (T ra n s p o r ta t io n )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  w aiver of com pliance w ith  a r c h i t e c ­

t u r a l  b a r r i e r  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  and p ro v id in g  fo r  an e f f e c ­

t iv e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S ec t io n  1. AS 35 .10 .015 i s  amended by adding a new s u b s e c t io n  to  read :

( f )  A waiver o f  s t r i c t  com pliance w ith  the r e g u la t io n s  adopted 

under (a) o f t h i s  s e c t io n  may be g ran te d  on ly  by the  com missioner of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and p u b lic  f a c i l i t i e s  based on

(1) a recommendation by th e  G overno r 's  Committee on the 

Employment o f  th e  Handicapped t h a t  th e  w aiver be g ra n te d ;  and

(2) a f in d in g  by the  G o v ern o r 's  Committee on the  Employment 

of th e  Handicapped t h a t  th e r e  a re  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  complying 

w ith  the  r e g u la t io n s  and t h a t  the  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  be se rved  by the 

w a iv e r .

* Sec. 2. T h is  Act ta k es  e f f e c t  im m edia te ly  in  accordance w ith  AS 0 1 .1 0 .-

0 7 0 (c ) .  ^
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/ y  &  [  sî ~ i /-~J- j-. yf / A = v , ' • A tV ^ S "
I

.A f & S Z . 1 3  iS .Z& L-
---------- J

•

- ‘ /  ':,’V •

'
•

•

1

I • •
,id

■
i

I

. . . • . • , ,

«
I *



A N C H O R A G E  C O M M U N IT Y  C O LLE G E
2533 PROVIDENCE AVENUE • ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99504 • [907)263-1200

April 19, 1982

Chairman Betty Cato 
Alaska State Legislature 
House Transportation Committee 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Senate Bill No. 846

Dear Chairman Cato:

I would like to take this time to object to the underlined portion
of this bill i.e. However, when it is clearly demonstrated any

other provisions of low.

Although there are certainly cases where it is impracticable to 

enforce such a regulation as this, I think it is also clear that 
this decision should not be left to the discretion of one person.
In all due respect for the competence, integrity, and forthrightness 

of any individual, I believe it is unreasonable to expect such an 
individual will not be unduly swayed by the various pressures that 
will be asserted by the differing segments of our society.

In addition to pressure groups, is the very real concern that 
if the waiver process is too easy, there will be a plethora of waiver 
requests which would not be initiated if the process were somewhat 

more difficult.

In difference to the proposed wording, I would suggest the establ­
ishment. of specific criteria by which the reasonableness of a waiver 
could be evaluated or in lieu of this, establishment of a committee 
of specialists who would be responsible for hearing and acting upon 

such requests.

Sincerely,

Robert G. Stewart, Ph.D. 
Director of Counseling Services

RS: jh

"A division nt the University oi A laska System"
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TO:

FROM

RE:

SENATOR E(ILL RAY 
REPRESENTATIVE BETTE CATO

DAVID MALTMAN, 325 E * THIRD AVENUE-SECOND FLOOR, ANC 99501 
HM 278 -4 9 90 UK 274 -3 6 5 8

SENATE B ILL 846

THE STANDARD FOR ALLOWING A WAIVER TO ACCESS IB IL ITY REGULATIONS IS  
MUCH TOO VAGUE AND WILL CREATE MANY OBSTACLES TO ENFORCEMENT. DOT 
. EXCERCISES MANY OPTIONS TO AVOID ADDRESSING ACCESS IB IL ITY NEEDS OF 
PERSONS WITH HANDICAPS. WE ASK YOU TO STRIKE THIS WAIVER FROM SB 846 

PLEASE READ THIS INTO THE RECORD AT PUBLIC HEARING.
/ S /  DAVID MALTMAN

PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED
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M E M O R A N D U M  Juneau, Alaska 99811

T O :  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n

S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n ,  C h a i r m a n

R E A A  B u d g e t  O v e r s i g h t  C o m m i t t e e

S U B J :  S e n a t e  B i l l  8 4 6  - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  B a r r i e r  R e g u l a t i o n s

D A T E :  M a r c h  2 9 ,  1 9 8 2

T e s t i m o n y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  R E A A  B u d g e t  O v e r s i g h t  C o m m i t t e e  

h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

b a r r i e r s  h a v e  h a d  a n  a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  o n  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  * 

o p e r a t i o n s  c o s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  T h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  t h e  . n t e r i m  

r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  b a r r i e r - f r e e  f a c i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

e x t e r i o r  r a m p s  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  C o m p l i a n c e  

i n v o l v e s  a n  a b n o r m a l  a m o u n t  o f  m a n u a l  l a b o r  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  

m o n t h s  t o  k e e p  t h e  r a m p s  f r e e  o f  s n o w  a n d  i c e .

A l t h o u g h  a m u l t i - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  

f u e l  e f f i c i e n t ,  t h e  c o d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  e l e v a t o r s  c a u s e  

m a n y  d i s t r i c t s  h a v i n g  " b u s h "  s c h o o l s  t o  u t i l i z e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  

c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h e  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  e l e v a t o r  i n s t a l ­

l a t i o n  i n  b u s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  i s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i v e  c o s t s  o f  m a i n ­

t e n a n c e  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s e r v i c e .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  

t h i s  c o d e  r e s t r i c t i o n  is l e s s  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n t  b u i l d i n g s .

R E A A  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  b u i l d  r a m p s  f o r  t h e  

h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  o t h e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

a c c e s s  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  v i l l a g e s  w i t h o u t  s i d e w a l k s  o r  

r o a d s .

S e n a t e  B i l l  8 4 6  w o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  D O T P F  t o  m a k e  

e x e m p t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  in s u c h  c a s e s  a s  t h o s e  t h a t  

h a v e  b e e n  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  R E A A  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .
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