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H B  839 - special a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for a i r p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  and 
i m p r o v e m e n t s

S e c t i o n  1 .

(1) P H A S E  I I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  U N A L A S K A  $ 1 1,120,000

In FY 82, $2,118 , 0 0 0  w a s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  for d e s i g n  a n d  e n g i n e e r i n g  
of a n e w  r u n w a y  for Urialaska. The r u nway i m m e d i a t e l y  n e e d s  
l e n g t h e n i n g ,  e l e v a t i n g  of the silrface, lights, n a v i g a t i o n  aids 
a n d  t e r m i n a l  facilities. S u f f i c i e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  has b e e n  
m a d e  to l i m i t  f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r t i o n  of a l t e r n a t i v e  a i r p o r t  
sites. W h i l e  less than ideal, the e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t y  is in the 
b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a t i o n  for an a i r p o r t  f a c ility at Unalaska.

U n a l a s k a  is the c o m m e r c i a l  -center of the A l e u t i a n s  and the b a s e  
of A l a s k a ' s  s h e l l f i s h  f i s h e r y  (ranked third in the U n i t e d  States 
in v a l u e  landed.) It's r u n w a y  is a --arrow, g r a v e l  r u n w a y  w i t h  
no l a n d i n g  l i g h t s  or nav a i d s  as it is a relic of W o r l d  W a r
II. U n a l a s k a  is o n l y  s e r v e d  by small, i n e f f i c i e n t - t o - o p e r a t e  
p r o p e l l e r  a i r c r a f t  (either R e e v e ' s  YS-11 or A i r P a c 's M e t r o  II).

• The YS-11 c o s t s  n e a r l y  t h r e e  times as much per p a s s e n g e r  mile 
as tne 737 w h i c h  w o u l d  bt_ able to land if the r u n w a y  w a s  
l e nghtened.

U n a l a s k a  w i l l  b e  the c o r n e r s t o n e  of b o t t o m f i s h  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 
o f f s h o r e  o i l - s u p p o r t  in the A l e u t i a n s / B e r i n g  S e a / N o r t h  Pacific 
Region. Yet b e c a u s e  of an archaic facility, air s e rvice to 
U n a l a s k a  is n o w  slow, e xpensive, u n r e l i a b l e  and hazardous. The 
r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  and i n d u s t r y  of U n a l a s k a  have o u t g r o w n  
the e x i s t i n g  airport. The i n e f f i c i e n t  air service to U n a l a s k a  
w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  i n h i b i t  f uture r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the region. 
A n c h o r a g e  and the state as a w h o l e  have a stake in this r e s ource 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and t h e r e f o r e  U n a l a s k a ' s  inadeq u a t e  a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
s y s t e m  is m o r e  than a local concern.

(2) C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F  A  S E A P L A N E  RAMP AT A K U T A N  $200,000

In FY 82, $100,000 was a p p r o p r i a t e d  to study the f e a s i b i l i t y  
of a r u n w a y  to be c o n s t r u c t e d  at Akutan. The study r e s u l t e d  
in a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  that a runway is not feasible. A  s e a p l a n e  
ramp, however, is a n d  as a result, c o n t r u c t i o n  funds are 
r equested.

(3) A I R P O R T  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  K O D I A K  $430,000

K o d i a k  a i r p o r t  is a m a j o r  "hub" a i r p o r t  serving the needs of 
b o t h  the U.S. C o a s t  G u a r d  a n d  the p o p u l a t i o n  of Kodiak. Service 
a c t i v i t y  is high. The r e q u e s t e d  funds will m atch $ 4 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  
in f e deral funds for this project. The p r oject



c o n s i s t s  o f :
(a) a s p h a l t  o v e r l a y  of the 5,000' runway; 1,500' r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  
r e c r o w n i n g  r u n w a y  for m o r e  e f f i c i e n t  drainage;
(b) r e p l a c e  r u n w a y  lighting; r e pair r u n w a y  l i g h t i n g  and 
i n s t a l l  n e w  b e a c o n  tower; e l e v a t e  a^l r unway and t a x i w a y  
lights;
(c) w i r i n g  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  tl. e l e c t r i c a l  v a u l t ;
(d) s e c u r i t y  fencing.

T h e s e  f u n d s . a r e  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY 83 c a p ital 
b u dget. 1

(4) A I R P O R T  R E L O C A T I O N  A T  T O K S O O K  $ 3,500,000

T h e  c i t y  of T o k s o o k  B a y  p r e s e n t l y  has an a i r p o r t  w h i c h  is located 
a l o n g  the w e s t e r n  side of the community. The r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas 
o f  T o k s o o k  bay h a v e  g r o w n  u p  r i g h t  along side the r u n way. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  the B I A  School a n d  the N e l s o n  Island H i g h  S c h o o l  are 
l o c a t e d  in the f l i g h t  p a t t e r n  of the runway. The v i l l a g e  is 
e x t r e m e l y  c o n c e r n e d  that there will be an a c c i d e n t  w i t h  a p lane 
l a n d i n g  a m o n g  the v i l l a g e  houses. This p r o j e c t  w o u l d  e n a b l e  
t h e  a i r p o r t  to be r e l o c a t e d  to a safe l o c ation w i t h i n  the core 
t o w n s h i p  of the commun i t y .  D O T  p r o v i d e d  the cost e s t i m a t e  of 
$3,500,000.

(5) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  P O R T A G E  CREEK $475,000

P o r t a g e  C r e e k  c u r r e n t l y  is s erved b y  a 1 9 0 0’ ru n w a y  w h i c h  is 
s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  a s evere e r o s i o n  problem. D O T  p r o v i d e d  the 
e s t i m a t e  of $475,000. The p r o j e c t  will make the n e e d e d  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  to the runway. M a t e r i a l  is a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  a river 
s o u r c e  a d j a c e n t  to the village.

(6) A I R P O R T  R E L O C A T I O N  A T  T O G I A K  $3,475,000

T o g i a k  p r e s e n t s  a u n i q u e  p r o b l e m  requiring i m m e d i a t e  attention. 
T o g i a k  is one of the m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  airports in rural Alaska.
Ic is s u r r o u n d e d  b y  the v i l l a g e  on three sides. V a r i o u s  m u l t i -  
e n g i n e  a i r c r a f t  l o a d e d  w i t h  fish during the summer m o n t h s  can 
b a r e l y  c l e a r  h o m e s  on t a k e - o f f s  and landings to the southeast.
A  total of $ 3 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  was i n c l u d e d  in the 1980 p r o g r a m  to 
r e l o c a t e  the e x i s t i n g  3040' r unway i m m e d i a t e l y  b e h i n d  the 
villa g e .  D O T  s u r v e y e d  the n e w  a i rport site in the s p r i n g  of 
1981 a n d  s e l e c t e d  a b e a c h  g r a v e l  site for materials. The 
v i l l a g e ,  however, o b j e c t e d  to r e m oving gravel f r o m  the b e a c h  
b e c a u s e  of p o t e n t i a l  flooding. DOT has now b e g u n  d e s i g n e d  an 
u p l a n d  g r a v e l  site and i n d i c a t e s  that design w o r k  is 90% 
comple t e d .

(7) C O N S T R U C T I O N  OF A  C R O S S  R UNWAY AT N E W  S T U Y A H O K  $1,500,000

D O T  e s t i m a t e s  it w i l l  c o s t  $1,500,000 to c o n s t r u c t  a c r o s s w i n d  
runway. The e x i s t i n g  strip is in a c t u a l i t y  a p a r k i n g  place



f o r  a i r p l a n e s .  In o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  N e w  S t u y a h o k  w i t h  a r u n w a y  
w h i c h  m e e t s  m i n i m u m  standa r d s ,  D O T  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be 
n e c e s s a r y  to c o n s t r u c t  a n e w  c r o s s  r u n w a y  as well.

(8) C O N S T R U C T I O N  OF A  C R O S S  R U N W A Y  A N D  A I R P O R T
I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  M A N O K O T A K  $1,500,000

M a n o k o t a k  c u r r e n t l y  i s  s e r v e d  b y  a 2200' runway. T o  r e c o n s t r u c t  
t h i s  r u n w a y  to m i n i m u m  s t a n d r d s  w o u l d  cost, as e s t i m a t e d  by 
P a rker, $1,500 , 0 0 0 .  \

(9) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  M O U N T A I N  V I L L A G E  $1,800,000

The M o u n t a i n  V i l l a g e  a i r p o r t  is e x t r e m e l y  b u s y  d u r i n g  the Yukon 
c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g  season. I t  is c o n n e c t e d  to St.. M a r y s  r e g i o n a l  
a i r p o r t  b y  a  22 m i l e  road b u t  t h e  road .is n o t  m a i n t a i n e d  in
the w i n t e r .  B o t h  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  w a r r a n t  the u p g r a d i n g  of
the Mt. V i l l a g e  r u n w a y .  T h e  P a r k e r  study r e c o m m e n d e d  u p g r a d i n g  
the r u n w a y  to m e e t  s t a n d a r d  c r i t e r i a  w h i c h  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  the 
a d d i t i o n  of a c r o s s w i n d  r u n w a y  a n d  the l e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  w i d e n i n g  
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  runway. P a r k e r  e s t i m a t e s  the c o s t  at $1,800,000.. . • .;v J- y  '
(10) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  R U B Y  $1,150,000

R u n w a y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d u r i n g  the s u m m e r  of 1981 r e s u l t e d  in a 
2 6 0 0’ x 60' airstrip. A d d i t i o n a l  f u n d i n g  is n e e d e d  to e l i m i n a t e  
a s w a l e  in the c e n t e r  of t h e  n e w  runway, w i d e n  the r u n w a y  to 
100',. and to p r o v i d e  a n  apron. P a r k e r  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  p r o j e c t  
w i l l  c o s t  $1,150,000.

(11) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  N O A T A K  $ 1,750,000

N o a t a k  is s e r v e d  by a 2 4 0 0 ’ runway. The r e q u e s t e d  funds will 
b r i n g  the r u n w a y  u p  to m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h  the a b o v e  e x t i m a t e  
p r o v i d e  b y  P a r k e r  i n  the 1982 report.

(12) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  K O Y U K  $809,000

K o y u k  is s e r v e d  by a narrow, 2000' b y  60' d i r t  runway. Cost
of r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  the r u n w a y  to m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  i s  e s t i m a t e d
at $ 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  by P a r k e r  a n d  A s s o c i a t e s .  In 1981, $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
w a s  r e c e i v e d  by D O T  t h r o u g h  RP approval. The s c o p e  of the 
p r o j e c t  is: w i d e n  the r u n w a y  to a 100' safety area, i m p r o v e
line of s i g h t  d i s t a n c e  by f l a t t e n i n g  a curve in t h e  v e r t i c a l  
p r o f i l e  in an a t t e m p t  to m e e t  F A A  criteria, add a n  a g g r e g a t e  
s u r f a c e  course, i n s t a l l  l i g h t i n g ,  p r o v i d e  a w i n d  c o n e  and 
s e g m e n t e d  circle, p l u s  some r u n w a y  lengthening; d e t e r m i n e  the 
f e a s i b i l i t y  of e x t e n d i n g  the r u n u i y  to 3000'. T h e  p r o j e c t  is 
c u r r e n t l y  in d e s i g n  w i t h  a n  e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g  
d a t e  of May, 1982.



(13) R U N W A Y  S E A L I N G  A T  G A M B E L L $50 ,0 00

R u n w a y  s e a l i n g  is n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p a v e m e n t  is 16 
y e a r s  o l d  a n d  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  d u e  to h e a v y  loads f r o m  .C-1301s 
a n d  DC-6's. A  m a i n t e n a n c e  r e p a i r  of the r u n w a y  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  
t h e  s t r e n g t h  r e q u i r e d  for this traffic. A  r e s u r f a c i n g  p r o j e c t  
w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  the l o a d  b e a r i n g  c a p a c i t y  of the r u n w a y  for 
e x i s t i n g  a n d  e x p e c t e d  t r a ffic. T h e  p r o j e c t  w i l l  c o n s i s t  of 
a n  o v e r l a y  of the e x i s t i n g  p a v e m e n t  w i t h  2" a s p h a l t  a n d  1/2*' 
f i c t i o n  c o u r s e  (open g r a d e ) . i
■r. jf
(14) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  K O T L I K  $ 1 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0

F o r  f o u r  m o n t h s  of the year, K o t l i k  is e asily a c c e s s i b l e  b y  
b a r g e .  T h e  r i v e r  is f r o z e n  the r e m a i n i n g  e i g h t  m o n t h s  of the 
y e a r  a n d  there are no r o a d s  c o n n e c t i n g  the city w i t h  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  state. As a result, K o t l i k  relies h e a v i l y  on a i r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  cargo, p a s s e n g e r  and m a i l  service. The 
p r e s e n t  2400' r u n w a y  i s  d i r t  a n d  gravel.

(15) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  W A L E S  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
v.'7 ,;v * y* , t&i A‘,: 1 -i J- C v  • ,

•*. -- _ .

T h i s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i l l  e n a b l e  l e n g t h e n i n g  the p r e s e n t  2600'
r u n w a y  t o  4000'. The a d d i t i o n a l  l e n g t h  w i l l  p e r m i t  l a r g e r
a i r c r a f t  to l a n d  b r i n g i n g  n e e d e d  f u e l  a n d  supplies to v i l l a g e
re s i d e n t s .

(16) R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  AT C H A L K Y I T S I K  $ 4 4 0 , 0 0 0

T h e  r e q u e s t e d  funds w i l l  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  m o n i e s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  c o m p l e t e  a FY 80 c h a p t e r  50 r u n w a y  r e s u r f a c i n g  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  
p roject. It w i l l  c o v e r  the c o s t s  i n c u r r e d  b y  the d i s c o v e r y  
of a s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  f i n d  in the e x i s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  
site, d e v e l o p i n g  an a l t e r n a t e  m a t e r i a l  site, p a y  for the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  site.

S e c t i o n  2 .

(1) KETCHIKAN. G A T E W A Y  B O R O U G H  F O R  P HASE I RUNWAY
I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T  K E T C H I K A N  A I R P O R T  $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

T h e  r e q u e s t e d  funds w i l l  e n a b l e  the first phase c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a s econd t a x i w a y  f o r  the K e t c h i k a n  airport. F u n d i n g  is a 
g r a n t  to the K e t c h i k a n  G a t e w a y  Borough.

(2) K E T C H I K A N  G A T E W A Y  B O R O U G H  F O R  I M P R O V E M E N T S  TO
E Q U I P M E N T  AND F A C I L I T I E S  A T  K E T C H I K A N  A I R P O R T  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

T h e  r e q u e s t e d  funds w i l l  p u r c h a s e  a i r p o r t  equipment, a n  e q u i p­
m e n t  s t o r a g e  shed, i n c i d e n t a l  p a v i n g  and r e a l i g h n m e n t  of the 
f l o a t  p l a n e  dock. F u n d s  are a m u n i c i p a l  g r a n t  to t h e  Borough.



(3) H O L Y  C R O S S  F O R  R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S $3 ,500,000

H o l y  C r o s s  is the h u b  for f o u r  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  a n d  serves 
a s  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  the m i d - Y u k o n  River area. The 
p r e s e n t  r u n w a y  is 3400* b y  80'. T h e  p r o p o s e d  e x p a n s i o n  is to 
5000'. T h i s  e x p a n s i o n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a r u n w a y  of a d e q u a t e  size 
t o  serve t h e  g r o w i n g  n e e d s  of the a r e a  a n d  i n c l u d e s  f u n d i n g  
f o r  lighting.. D O T  p r o v i d e d  t h e te s t i m a t e  figure. F u n d s  are 
a m u n i c i p a l  g r a n t  to the c i t y  of H o l y  Cross.

(4) M C  G R A T H  F O R  R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  $2,800 , 0 0 0

T h e  r e q u e s t e d  f u n d s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  a p r o n  for p l a n e s  to park.
T h e  c u r r e n t  r u n w a y  i s  of a d e q u a t e  size b u t  does n o t  h a v e  an 

- a d e q u a t e  r a m p  o r  apron. T h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n  of p l a n e s  p a r k e d  
on the r a m p  is dangerous. D O T  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  c o s t  of c o n s t r u c t i o n
a t  $ 2 ,800,000.•*’   . ••
(5) N O R T H  S L O P E  B O R O U G H  F O R  R U N W A Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S  A T

K A K T O V I K  A I R P O R T  $ 1,137,000

C u r r e n t l y  K a k t o v i k  is s e r v i c e d  b y  a r u n w a y  w h i c h  is o p e r a t e d  
b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of Defense. The r e q u e s t e d  funds, in a d d i t i o n  
to t h e  $ 2 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t e d  l a s t  year, w i l l  e n a b l e  c o n s t r u c­
tio n  of a n e w  r u n w a y  to serve the v i l l a g e ' s  residents.

(6) SEI.AWIK F O R  A I R P O R T  D U S T  C O N T R O L  $45,000

The c o m m u n i t y ' s  h o u s e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  the v i l l a g e ' s  airstrip. 
D u r i n g  summer, a g r e a t  deal of d u s t  is k i c k e d  u p  a n d  c r e a t e s  
a h e a l t h  p r o b l e m  for villagers.

(15) S E L A W I K  F O R  A I R P O R T  P O W E R  S O U R C E  $50,000

T he a i r p o r t ' s  l i g h t i n g  is c u r r e n t l y  c o n n e c t e d  to the c i t y ' s
p o w e r  source. W h e n  the g e n e r a t o r  m a l f u n c t i o n s ,  the a i r p o r t ' s  
l i g h t s  can n o t  work. As a result, the c i t y  is r e q u e s t i n g  funds 
to p u r c h a s e  a b a c k - u p  g e n e r a t o r  to a s s u r e  that the lights 
f u n c t i o n  at all times r e s u l t i n g  in a v i a t i o n  safety.
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