


C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

( 7 )

1/20/82

H O U S E

FURTHER: FIMAXF.

D a t e :
Mr. S p e a k e r :
The Commit tee on 'SrOCTA‘i IQii______________ h . s  had___________1
"An Act making a s p e c ia l  a p p ro p r ia t io n  to  the  Department. o f  T ranspo rta tion , 
and P u b lic  F a c i l i t i e s  to r  th e  Willow Creek Road and r e l a t e d  u se r  
f a c i l i t i e s ;  and n ro v id in p  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te ."

under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and reports it back as follows:

[ \  ] do pass [ ] do n o t  pass
[ ] do pass w i th  a t t a c h e d  amendments( s )

[ ] same t i t l e
[ ] r e p l a c e  w i th  CS f o r    [ ] new t i t l e

and recommends _______________________________________
[ ] AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] New F i s c a l  Note
[ ] r e p o r t s  i t  back w i t h o u t  recommendat ion
[ ] r e f e r r e d  to  the  ____________________________________________Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

H 60 (Rev. 3/81)

CHAIRMAN
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JAYS. HAMMOND, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A E $19 WAREHOUSE DR.. SUITE 210 ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501
DIVISION OF PAiiKS f PHONE: 274-4576
Chip Dennerle in ,/ D i re c to r

January 15 ,  1982 
Re:

The Honorable Sam Cotten 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Dear Representat ive Cotten:
At your request we are forwarding mater ia l on Wil low Creek to you. Enclosed 
you w i l l  f i n d :

1) A d r a f t  b i l l  f o r  establishment o f  the Wil low Creek S ta te  Recreat ion 
Area

2) Cost estimates f o r  Phase I and Phase I I  o f  the a rea 's  development.
We would an t ic ip a te  const ruct ion to begin in 1983 and 1984 f o r  Phase 
I and I I  r e spec t i v e ly .

3 )  A map depicting the proposed area and cur rent  land ownership.
Also be aware that we are working in cooperation with the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough on th i s  p roposa l .  Mr. Gary Thurlow, Manager, has been pe r s on a l l y  
invo lved .  Several phases o f  our necessary planning and engineering s tud ies 
a re  s t i l l  underway. P lease bear in mind the re fo r e  tha t  some adjustment o f  
cos t  estimates are to be expected. P lease continue to c a l l  on us f o r  any 
f u r t h e r  in formation you may requ ire .
S in ce re ly ,

10-J11L H
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A BILL
E s ta b l i s h in g  the W il low  Creek S ta te  R e c re a t io n  Area and p ro v id in g  f o r  an 
e f f e c t i v e  d a te .

Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 6 0 0 .  D e c la r a t i o n  o f  pu rpose . The purpose o f  6 0 0 -  
625 o f  t h i s  chap te r i s  to  empower the  gove rno r to  r e s t r i c t  
s ta te -owned lands  and waters d esc r ib ed  in  605 o f  t h i s  chap te r  
t o  use as a p u b l ic  r e c r e a t i o n  a re a .  The p r im a ry  purposes o f  
e s t a b l i s h in g  the  W il low  Creek S ta te  R e c re a t io n  Area a re  to  
p r o t e c t  and enhance the a r e a ' s  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  n a t u r a l ,  c u l ­
t u r a l ,  s c en ic  and w i l d l i f e  re sou rce s  and to  p r o t e c t  and en­
hance the s t re am 's  f i s h e r y .  Under the p ro v is io n s  o f  AS 3 8 .
0 5 .3 0 0  s t a t e  la n d ,  w a te r , o r  land and wate r c on ta in ing  more 
than 640 ac re s  may be c lo sed  to  m u lt ip le  purpose use o n ly  by 
Act o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  Because the a rea  desc r ibed  in  605 o f  
t h i s  chap te r exceeds 640 a c re s ,  600 -625  o f  t h i s  chap te r a re  
in tended  to  p ro v id e  f o r  the c lo s in g  o f  the  desc r ibed  lands and 
waters t o  m u l t i p le  purpose use in  con fo rm ity  w ith AS 3 8 .0 5 .3 0 0  
•and t h e i r  subsequent d e s ig n a t ion  as a s p e c ia l  purpose s i t e  in  
accordance w ith  a r t .  V I I I ,  7 ,  o f  the C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  the 
S ta te  o f  A laska ( 1 ch 66 SLA 19 7 1 ) .
Sec. 4 1 . 2 0 . 6 0 5 .  Designated s ta t e  land  and water r e s t r i c t e d  to  
use as p u b l ic  r e c r e a t i o n  a re a .  The govenor may des igna te  by 
p ro c lam a t ion  the state-owned lands and waters and a l l  'those 
acqu ired  in  the fu t u re  by the s t a t e ,  ly in g  w ith in  the p a r c e ls  
d esc r ibed  in  t h i s  s e c t io n ,  as the W il low  Creek S ta te  R ec rea ­
t i o n  Area. The p ro c lam a tion  may in c lu d e  the e n t i r e  a rea o r  
p o r t i o n s  o f  the a rea a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im es , s h a l l  r e s e rv e  the 
a reas  in c luded  from a l l  uses incom pa t ib le  w ith  t h e i r  p r im a ry  
fu n c t io n  as p u b l ic  r e c r e a t i o n  land and w ate r , and s h a l l  a s s ign  
them to  the Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources f o r  c o n t r o l ,  
development and maintenance. Land covered by 600 -625  o f  t h i s  
chap te r has a t o t a l  acreage o f  3440 a c re s ,  in c lu d in g  a p p ro x i ­
m ate ly  2360 ac res  o f  borough land  and i s  desc r ibed  as f o l l o w s :

T19N R4N S.M. Sec. 6 NW1/4
T19N R5W S.M. Sec. 1, 2 ,  3N1/2
T20N R4N S.M. Sec. 31 S1 /2  S 1/2  West o f  Parks Highway
T20N R5W S.M. Sec. 36 S l / 2

35
34

compris ing  app rox im a te ly  3440 a c re s .
Sec. 4 1 .2 0 .6 1 5  D es ig na t ion  o f  Management R e s p o n s ib i l i t y  .

a ) The S ta te  and Borough land  and water desc r ibed  in  AS 4 1 .2 0 . 1 0  i s  
ass igned to  the Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources f o r  c o n t r o l ,  maintenance and 
development c o n s is te n t  w ith  the purposes o f  t h i s  ch ap te r .

tmm



b ) The Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources s h a l l  deve lope a Master P la n  f o r  
the  a r e a ' s  use and development in  coop e ra t io n  w ith  the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough and the Department o f  F is h  & Game

c) The Department o f  F is h  & Game i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  the management o f  
F i s h  and Game re sou rces  i n  the W il low  Creek S ta te  R e c re a t io n  Area c o n s i s te n t  
w ith  the purposes o f  t h i s  ch ap te r . They s h a l l  c o n su lt  w ith  the Department o f  
N a tu ra l  Resources b e fo r e  adop t ion  o f  r e g u la t io n s  govering  F is h  and Game manage- 
.ment.
Sec . 4 1 .2 0 .6 2 0  Incom pa t ib le  Use P ro h ib i t e d .  The Commissioner o f  N a tu ra l 
Resou rces s h a l l  d es igna te  by r e g u la t io n  incompatab le uses w ith in  the bound­
a r i e s  o f  the W il low  Creek S ta te  R ec re a t io n  Area in  accordance w ith  60.5 o f  t h i s  
c h ap te r ,  and these  incompatab le uses designated  a re  p ro h ib i t e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d ,  
as p ro v id ed  by r e g u la t i o n  ch. 66 SLA 1971.
Sec . 4 1 .2 0 .6 2 5  Purchase a u th o r i z e d .  The Commissioner o f  N a tu ra l Resources 
may a c q u i re ,  by purchase in  the name o f  the s t a t e ,  t i t l e  to  o r  i n t e r e s t  in  
r e a l  p ro p e r t y  ly in g  w i th in  the boundaries o f  the W il low  Creek S ta te  R e c re a t io n  
A rea .



■V POTENTIAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
COST ESTIMATE

AREA name: Wil low Creek State Recreat ion Area
PROJECT TITLE- Wil low Creek, Phase I

Cl P Coining Year 1982 Page 1 o f 2

C1P Budoet Year FY 83 District Prioritv
Statewide Prioritv

Overall Area (In Acres ) 3440
Terrain (Flat.W et. e tc .)stream c o r r id o r

PROJECT TYPE

. Refurbishment
Cftnptete Prior Pmjcrt 
New Focillty 

-Lend Acqyisilipfy • 
Professkmol Services

Visitor Info 9

. Planning

-Troilt
..Plher (Extfoin)

ITEM #  OF UNITS UNIT COST ITEM COST
E S T I M A T E

RELIABILITY

road ,  24 f o o t  width, gravel 
park ing , day-use 
' l a t r i n e s  vau lted double

3 . 5  miles 
1 2 0 ---------------

937,560 
1 ,803

3 ,281 ,250
216,450

boat ramp, double width 
park ing, boat ramp area

14 ,738 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  

1,803
58 ,955

I
TOO-

loo.oocr

entrance 180 ,30C~sign
we1 1 , d r ink ing water 
gates ,  double entrance

T 745
2 0 , 0 0 0
1,725

745.
y  2 1 7 0 0 0 '  

6,900"
T
T

s igns ,  t r a f f i c  and in formationa l nr 520 10,400

CONSTRUCTION COST

OVERHEAD COST
an a % t* CtriSlKuarinN rnet _

TYP. % EST1M. %
OVERHEAD

ITEM

( 5 % ) — Planning

(15-20%) 10 Engineering

(10% ) 10 Contingency

( 2 % ) — Realty Admin.

( 1%) 4 Engineering Admin.

TOTAL %  124

\ y

24 .x Construction Cost =I.
(Estimated 1981 Project Cost)

PREFARED BY: David Stephens, Darry l Haggstrom DATE: 1 0  5/82
NOTES: SnnfnrH Rahinowitch REVISED:

f igu re s  are in 1983 construct ion
d o l l a r s ,  ad justed f o r  i n f l a t i o n

3 ,875 ,000

.  f # ' -

4 ,805 ,000

12%.4NNUAL.1NEIAT!QN. 
12S2J________________
1983: 4 ,8 05 ,000
” ™ " “ 5 T 5 B T ,W  
1 S 8 4 L

12SSL
6 ,027 ,392



■ »“ »• %•
POTENTIAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

COST ESTIMATE
AREA NAME. Wil low Creek, S tate Recreation Area

PROJECT TITLE: Wil low Creek, Phase I I  •

ClP Coining Year Page 2 Of 1
CtP Budoet Yeor £is*rict PriorityStatewide Priority

PverQll AreoOn Acres) Stream COrridOT
Terrain.[ flat, WtK.cfr.) 344Q.

PROJECT TYPE
Refurbishment 

 Complete Prior Pmjert
.X.Netf_Epcilitx  Land Acouisitiofy •
 Professional Services
 Visitor .Info

Planning

JEnginming
—Trails
Other (Explain)

ITEM #  OF UNITS UNIT COST ITEM COST E S T I M A T E
RELIABILITY

H  M  L

campers, veh ic le - tvpe 80 10 ,098 807,856 X
t r a i l s ,  f o o t 4 .5  miles 120,680 543,060 X
camDinq, walk-in ten t - tv oe 30 2 ,500 75 ,000 X
l a t r i n e s ,  p i t  ....................... _ 5 2 , 4 1 5 - 12 ,075 it X

. ..bridge, f o o t ........ .............................. _ __ 100 feet 614 6 T ,400 X
s ian s .  t r a f f i c  and in fo rmat iona l 15 73 1 ,095 X

•

CONSTRUCTION COST > $ 1 ,500,486
OVERHEAD COST

A S  A % Of C O N S T R U C T I O N  C O S T
TYP. % ESTIM. % OVERHEADITEM
(5% ) J )  . Plonning
(15-20%) 10 Engineering
( 10%) 10 Contingency
( 2%) 0 Realty Admin.
( 1%) 4 Engineering Admin.

TOTAL %  124

I. 24 x Construction Cost = 
( Estimated 1981 Project Cost)

PREFARED BY:David Stephens, Darry l Haqqstrom j DATE: 1 /15/82
NOTES: Sanford Rabinwitch REVISED:

Fiqures are in 1984 construct ion d o l l a r s ,  ad.iustec
f o r  i n f l a t i o n J

1 ,860 ,603
12% ANNUAL INFLATION

1983:

1984: 1 .860 ,603
1995: 2,083',875



N a m e :  W i l l o w  C r e e k  S t a t e  R e c r e a t i o n  S i t e

T o t a l  a c r e a g e : _______________ 2 4 0 ________________________________________________________

H i g h w a y  ( m i l e p o s t ) :  P a rk s  H ig h w a y  (7 1 .2 )_______________________________

C o m m u n i t y  o r i e n t a t i o n :  2 8  m ile s  n o r th  o t w a s m a _____________________

L a n d  &  w a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F u n d s  u s e d :  □  Y E S  i s  N O

c E S T A B L I S H M E N T

M e t h o d C i t a t i o n d a t e a c r e s l e g a l  d e s c r i p t i o n

Adm inistrative 507 Site 8 /17 /60 90 Portions of Section 5 including lots 3 and 4, T19N , R4W, S.M.

Adm inistrative ILMT 50062 5 /18 /72 ------- Same as above.

Adm inistrative ILMT 65719 1/13/75 150 See ILMT 65719.



(USGS Map: Tyonek D-1) WILLOW CREEK STATE RECREATION SITE
To Fairbanks
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Funding Information  Introduced: 1/20/82
General Fund $3,935,000 Referred:  T ranspor ta t ion  and
Other Funds -0-  Finance

■ $ 3 7 ^ 3 5 , '0 0 0

BY COTTEN,HAYES,CARNEY, 
IN THE HOUSE HALFORD AND BUCHHOLDT

HOUSE BILL NO. 676

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

. A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act making a sp ec ia l  ap p ro p r ia t io n  to the Depart-
r ~  .

raent of  I T ranspor ta t ion  and Public F a c i l i t i e s I  for  the 

Willow Creek Road and r e l a t e d  user  f a c i l i t i e s ;  and 

providing fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Sect ion  1. The sum of $3,935,000 i s  appropr ia ted  from the general  fund 

to the Depar tment/of(Transpor ta t ion  and Publ ic F a c i l i t i e s ? f o r  a road from the 

Parks Highway to the  mouth of Willow Creek and fo r  r e l a t e d  user f a c i l i t i e s  

inc luding  a campground.

* Sec. 2. The app rop r ia t ion  made by t h i s  Act i s  for  c a p i t a l  p ro je c t s  and 

i s  sub jec t  to AS 37.25.020.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes  e f f e c t  Ju ly  1, 1982.

- 1 - HB 676



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

I . REQUEST
B i l l /R e so lu t io n  No. HB 676 Appropriation to DQT/PF f o r  Willow Creek 
T i t l e  Road and r e la t e d  user  f a n ' l i  t i e s
Requested by_Depj _ Nati.irfil..ResourcesT -Ply.of Parks Date... ,2/3/82

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affec ted Dept, o f  Natural Resources, D iv is ion o f  Parks 
Program Category Affected_ General rund
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected_
(Note: I f  more than one budget component i s  a f f e c t e d ,  sepa ra te  l in e - i t e m  

amounts and funding fo r  each component in  the a n a ly s is  s e c t io n . )

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of  Dollars)

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

$3,935

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

3,Q3B

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F i s c a l  Note P repara t ion  In s t r u c t io n ,  Sect ion  I I I )

This would provide f o r  road and minimum f a c i l i t i e s  a t  the end o f  the 
road. I f  there are add i t iona l funds, they could be used f o r  more
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  the end o f  the road. This should be appropriated to 
to the Department o f  Natural Resources.

IV. DATE 2/3/82________________ prepared by John Bates
AGENCY  UU 1 /  ^

O r ig in a l :  L eg is la t iv e  Finance PHONE 465-3900 "
cc:  Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor ( F i r s t  L e g is la to r  Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)

&■
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A la ska  S p o r t f is h in g  A sso c ia t io n
5308 Arctic Blvd., Suita 12 • Anchorage, Alaska 99502 ' Phone (907.1 277-5203

* t 1:1 .WVtuAAj. ►* > • . 1 - 1- - - *--— —r ̂  —--*-—  1

H ra
December; 28," 1981 iCiv

A laskav ,S ta tu  L e g is la tu re ,  
Pouch ; V (M S *3100) 
Juneau , AK 99SiV-

' 'D ea r '*R ep re seh ta t iv e  Cotten ; V  ■
. 'We, the A’ i s k a  S p o r t f i s h in g  A ssoc ia t ion , an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  in  ' excess o f  1 ,300 

members, t h a n k 1'(those members o f  the L e g is la tu r e  who, in  the p a s t  two ses^ 
s io n s , ; '  h a / e ;  : 'suppo rted  the acqu is it ion ' o f  p ro p e r t y  to in c re a s e  sp o r t f is h in g  
acce ss . We a ls o  w ish  to in fo rm  you th a t  the p rob lem s o f  in ad equa te  spo r t ­
f i s h in g  access  and  f a c i l i t i e s  in  the Cook In le t  a r e a  s t i l l  e x i s t .  T h e re fo re , 
we u rg e  y o u r  c on t in ued  su p p o r t  in  a l l e v i a t i n g  th a t  p rob lem , 

j f e ,  .C*v’- ^ r £ ‘ '•>' T: • , ' .('**$$'•• '* • \ V  *’•: '•  • • '
S p o r t f i s h in g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  s a lm on , is  p r o b a b ly  the s in g le  la rg e s t
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  the c i t iz en s  o f  A ncho rage . C u r r e n t ly , "  w e l l o v e r  
100 ,000 a d u l t s ,  p lu s  many c h i ld r e n ,  s p o r t f i s h  in Cook In le t  l a k e s ,  s t ream s , 
and  m a r in e  w a te r s .  While s p o r t f i s h in g  is  r e c re a t io n ,  it a l s o  con tr ib u te s  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to many fam i l i e s  in p ro v id in g  food f o r  the t a b le .  F i n a l l y ,
s p o r t f i s h in g  is  a • m a jo r  in d u s t r y  in th is  a r e a .  Many sm a l l  ro ad s id e
bu s in e sse s  a re  su c c e s s fu l to a la r g e  ex ten t due to monies spent by  sp o r t
f i s h e rm a n .
The Department o f  F ish  and  Game t e l l s  us tha t a p p ro x im a te ly  60 percen t o f  
a l l  a n g l in g  in  the s ta te  occu rs  in  Cook I n l e t ,  and  th is  f i s h e r y  amounts to 
o v e r  7 5 0 ,0 0 0  a n g le r  d a y s  each y e a r .  Many o f  o u r  s tream s a re  ove rc rowded  
w h ile  o th e r  s tream s host v e r y  few a n g le r s  due to la c k  o f  access . We a l l  
know the human* p o p u la t io n  o f  Cook In le t  w i l l  c on t inue  to  in c re a s e  and. the 
access p rob lem  w i l l  become in c r e a s in g ly  acu te . T h e re fo re ,  we b e l ie v e  tha t
we must con t inue  to  d eve lop  new a n g le r  access a re a s  and  p ro v id e  s a n i t a r y
and  b o a t  la u n c h in g  f a c i l i t i e s  on them i f  we a re  to a v o id  both reduced oppo r ­
tu n i t ie s  to s p o r t f i s h  and  s m a l le r  c a tch es .
S p o r t f i s h in g  access is p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e s t r ic t e d  to sa lmon s tream s in  n o r th e rn  
Cook In l e t ,  th a t  a r e a  encompassed by the M atanuska  and  S u s itn a  V a l le y s .  
M a jo r p o p u la t io n s  o f  t r o u t  and  sa lmon a re  p re sen t in many o f  the s tream s , 
yet the re  is  p r a c t i c a l l y  no access . In  most c a se s , the P a r k s  H ighway 
ip te rs e c ts  t r i b u t a r y  s tream s ea s t  o f  the Su s itn a  R iv e r  and  access to those 
s tream s is  l im ited  to the w idth o f  the h ig hw ay  r i g h t - o f -w a y .  When the 
P a r k s  H ighway was c on s t ru c ted , most streambank. la n d s  du ts ide  the r i g h t - o f -  
w ay were sole .. The s tream s h a v in g  the la rg e s t  p op u la t io n s  o f  sa lmon a re
west o f  the S u s itn a  R iv e r ,  a v a i l a b l e  o n ly  to a n g le r s  h a v in g  a i r c r a f t  o r
r iv e rb o a t s  equ ipped  w ith je t  u n i t s .



:  T~* . -  ’ ‘ X . .Rep re sen ta t iv e  Sam Cotten 
Page 2 
December 28

■  8 ■ «nv* ■■ ^  -' v 3
• ■ v .t>  irJ:'-lo a i».1981 • V  , ; . r

'The s ta te  h a s  not d e v e lo p e d ' -a  s in g le  b o a t  la u n c h  on the Sus itn a  R iv e r .  
Many b o a te rs  now use W il low  Creek as an access ro u te  to the Su s itn a
R iv e r  and  s tream s west o f  the S u s i tn a .  A m a jo r  c o n f l i c t  h a s  deve loped
between boa t ■; t r a f f i c  on W il low  C reek and  a n g le r s  t r y in g  to f i s h  from the 
b a n k s .  We b e l ie v e  a boa t la u n c h  on the S u s itn a  R iv e r  n e a r  the mouth o f
W il low  C r e e k . is  the o n ly  p r a c t i c a l  an sw e r . T h is  typ e  o f  f a c i l i t y  wou ld  ease
the access p rob lem  to s tream s west o f  the Sus itn a  R iv e r  and  h e lp  re s o lv e  
the c o n f l i c t  a r i s i n g  a lo n g  W il low  C re ek . A lso , i t  w ou ld  s u b s t a n t ia l l y  
in c re a s e  access to low e r W il low  C reek f o r  those a n g le r s  not h a v in g  
r i v e rb o a t s .

: ■ \ ■ ■ •; •: •C u r r e n t ly ,  the o n ly  b oa t la u n c h in g  f a c i l i t y  on the Sus itn a  R iv e r  is  a
p r i v a t e  s ite  n e a r  the mouth o f  the K ashw itn a  R iv e r .  Owners o f  th is  s ite 
c h a rg e  f o r  la u n c h in g  and  p a r k in g  o f  v e h ic le s .  More im p o r t a n t ly ,  the s ite  
is  f a r  ups tream  o f the w es t -s id e  t r i b u t a r y  s tream s which su p po r t  im po rtan t 
sp o r t  f i s h e r i e s .  Tha t p o r t io n  o f  the Sus itna  R iv e r  between the mouth o f 
W il low  C reek and  the e x is t in g  p r i v a t e  la u n c h  a t K a shw itn a  con s is ts  o f 
s h a l low ,  b ra id e d  g l a c i a l  w a te r  which l im i t s  use to p e rson s  h a v in g  je t
o u tb o a rd s .  C o n v e rs e ly ,  a la u n ch  n e a r  the mouth o f  W il low  C reek wou ld
a l low  p ro p e l l e r  equ ipped  ou tb o a rd s  and  a w ide ra n g e  o f  b oa ts  to  be used
fo r  access to s p o r t f i s h in g  s tream s west o f  the Su s itn a  R iv e r .
We have  been a d v is e d  th a t  the D iv is io n  o f  P a r k s  has p roposed  a boat 
la un ch  a t  the W il low  C re e k /S u s i tn a  R iv e r  c on f lu ence  as a c a p i t a l  im p rove ­
ment p ro je c t .  We h ave  a l s o  been to ld  b y  Department o f  F ish  and Game 
p e rsonne l th a t  they  c on s id e r  th is  p ro je c t  to be o f  pa ram oun t impo rtance  in 
meeting s p o r t f i s h  a n g l in g  needs . We wish to go on re co rd  as be ing 
s t r o n g ly  in su ppo r t  o f  th is  p ro je c t .
Since s ta teh ood , we sp o r t f is h e rm en  h ave  p a id  o u r  own way by  suppo r t in g  
the en t i re  s p o r t f i s h in g  p rog ram  th rough  ou r  l ic en se  d o l l a r s .  However, we 
a ls o  p ay  a f u l l  s h a re  o f  commerc ia l management th rough  g e n e ra l  fund  
e xp e n d i tu re s .  So, a lo n g  w ith  in d ep end en t ly  s u p p o r t in g  ou r  own p rog ram , 
we have  a ls o  p a id  to suppo rt  the commerc ia l f i s h e r i e s  management p rog ram  
and watched h a tc h e r ie s  b u i l t  at a host o f  lo c a t io n s  where sportsmen w i l l  
re ce iv e  a b s o lu t e ly  no b en e f i t ,  such as Cold D ay , A fognak  I s l a n d ,  B r i s to l 
Bay and  Kotzebue . We have  n eve r  com p la ined  abou t p a y in g  fo r  o u r  own 
p ro g ram ; how eve r , i t  is ob v iou s  th a t  A la s k a  now can  w e l l  a f f o r d  to pu t a 
re a s o n a b le  amount o f  g e n e ra l  fund  d o l l a r s  each y e a r  back  in to  p ro je c ts  
which w i l l  d i r e c t ly  b ene f i t  s p o r t f is h e rm en . We th in k  p u rc h a s in g  and  d e ve lo p ­
ing s p o r t f i s h in g  access s ite s  is an e x c e l le n t  way to suppo r t  and  encou rage 
s p o r t f i s h in g  and the la r g e  number o f  sm a l l bu s in e sse s  i t  s u p p o r ts .
T h e re fo re ,  we u rge  you to suppo r t  fu n d in g  f o r  the a cq u is i t io n  and 
deve lopment o f  s ite s  which w i l l  a l low  sp o r t f is h e rm en  to h a rv e s t  a f a i r  
s h a re  o f  A la s k a ' s  f i s h e r y  re so u rc e s .  S p e c i f i c a l ly ,  we reques t  y o u r  suppo rt  
d u r in g  the upcoming sess ion  fo r  fu n d in g  to d eve lop  a ro ad  down the north  
b ank  o f  W illow C reek and  a la u n ch in g  a re a  n e a r  the W il low  C re ek /Su s i tn a  
R iv e r  con f lu ence  as d e f in ed  in the D iv is ion  o f  P a r k s  C a p i t a l  Improvement 
budge t .
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