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Introduced: 1/11/82
Referred: Transportation

IN THE HOUSE BY FANNING ,

HOUSE BILL NO. 635

IN i i iL  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the operation of implements of

husbandry upon the highway."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.10.011(1) is amended to read:

(1) driven or moved on a highway only for the purpose of 

crossing the highway from one private property to another (, INCLUDING 

AN IMPLEMENT OF HUSBANDRY AS DEFINED BY REGULATION]!

* Sec. 2. AS 28.10.011 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(12) an implement of husbandry.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.35.246. OPERATION OF OVERSIZED IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY,

(a) The department muy require a special permit to drive or move an

implement of husbandry upon a highway more than S m i l e s  in a single 

movement if the implement exceeds the Bize limitation for vehicles 

established by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities .

(b) The owner or operator of an implement of husbandry that 

exceeds the size limitation for vehicles established by the Department 

of Transportation and Public Facilities may— nrrfc be required to display 

flags, signs or other warning devices on the i m p l e m e n t o r — have "7tfhe 

implement 'precedeif or followed by a pilot vehiclej^whenthe implement is

driven or moved upon a highway, itpt more bHari one mi l t r /  ’

* Sec. 4. AS 28.35.260 is amended by adding a new paragraph to rend:

(19) "implement of husbandry" means a vehicle designed or

adapted and used primarily for agricultural, horticultural or
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livestock-raising operations and only incidentally moved upon the 

highway.
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HOUSE BILL 170 . 63 5

i

Sec. 23.35.246. 0FERATIC1T 0? OVERSIZED IJPLE-iETS 0? HUSBANDRY,

(a) should be changed to read:

The department shall not require a special permit to drive 

on or move an implement of huso .r.dry u_.on a hiphv;ay for less 

than 30 miles in a single movement, if the implement exceeds 

sise limitations established by the Department of Transports 

and Public Facilities.
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IN THE HOUSE . BY FANNING ,

HOUSE BILL NO. 635 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the operation of implements of

husbandry upon the highway."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 28.10.011(1) is amended to read:

(1) driven or moved on a highway only for the purpose of

crossing the highway from one private property to another [, INCLUDING

AN IMPLEMENT OF HUSBANDkY AS DEFINED BY REGULATION]}

* Sec. 2. AS 28.10.011 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(12) an implement of husbandry.

* Sec. 3. AS 28.35 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 28.35.246. OPERATION OF OVERSIZED IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY.

.ftP'
(a) The department require a special permit to drive or move an

implement of husbandry upon a highways/more than JjfO miles in a single 

movement if the implement exceeds the size limitation for vehicles 

established by the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities .

(b) The owner or operator of an implement of husbandry that

exceeds the size limitation for vehicles established by the Department 

of Transportation and Public Facilities m b e  required to display 

flags, signs or other warni'.g devices on the implement or have the 

implement preceded or folloved by a pilot vehicle when the implement is 

driven or moved upon a highway, wil-er.

* Sec. 4. AS 28.35.260 is amended by adding a new paragraph to read:

(19) "implement of husbandry" means a vehicle designed or 

adapted and used primarily for agricultural, horticultural or
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R E S E A R C H  A G E N C Y

Pouch Y , Slate Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3991

March 2 3 ,  1982

MEMORANDUM

TO: Representa t ive  Ken Fanning

FROM: Jonath£ff^herwood
Research S ta f f

RE: Research Request 82-88
HB 635 Farm Implement B i l l

One of the provis ions  of the Transporta t ion  Committee S u b s t i t u t e  f o r  
House B i l l  635 would permit the  operat ion of implements of husbandry 
t h a t  exceed the  S t a t e ' s  r e s t r i c t i o n  of vehicle s ize  to t r a v e l  on t h e  
highway for  d is tances  of  less  than t h i r t y  miles without o b t a i n i n g  a 
permit .  Gail Thibodeau of  your s t a f f  requested t h a t  we de term ine  what 
p o l i c i e s  o ther  s t a t e s  have regard ing  the operation of farm implements 
on highways, and she a lso  requested t h a t  we provide in form at ion  con­
cerning any l i a b i l i t y  t h a t  s t a t e s  might incur as a r e s u l t  of a l low ing  
farm implements to t ravel  on the highways. We have contacted highway 
o f f i c i a l s  in  Idaho, Iowa, Minnesota,  North Dakota, and Oregon and 
obtained information on these s t a t e s '  p o l i c i e s  regarding t h i s  m a t t e r .

All of the s t a t e s  we contacted  allow implements of husbandry t o  t r a v ­
el on the highway without permits in some or most In s tances .  None of 
the s t a t e s  requ ires  a p i l o t  car  for  oversized v eh ic le s ,  and no s t a t e  
pos ts  signs along the highway warning of the poss ib le  use of th e  h ig h ­
way by oversized implements of husbandry. In a d d i t io n ,  none of t h e  
o f f i c i a l s  contacted  in the f iv e  s t a t e s  were aware of any i n s t a n c e s
where the s t a t e  had been held l i a b l e  for  accidents  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  
use of highways by oversized farm implements.

In Idaho, implements of husbandry a re  allowed to  travel  on the highway 
in daylTght hours without a perm it ,  provided t h a t  a red f l a g  i s  d i s ­
played on the l e f t  f ront  of the  implement and the orange warning t r i a n ­
gle in d ica t in g  a slow moving vehicle  on the back of the  implement.  
Implements of husbandry are not permit ted  to operate on the  highways
a t  speeds g r e a t e r  than 30 miles per  hour.  Ray Lawer, of  the  Idaho
Highway Hermit Section of th e  Idaho Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,
was not aware of any ins tances  where Idaho was held l i a b l e  f o r  a c c i ­
dents invo lv ing  implements of husbandry on the highway.

Iowa does not require  a permit fo r  implements of husbandry to  t r a v e l  
on the highway. Implements may not t rave l  a t  speeds above 30 m i les



Represen ta t ive  Fanning 
March 23, 1982 
Page Two

per  hour and must d isp lay  an orange slow-moving veh ic le  t r i a n g l e .  
Only day l igh t  operation is  permitted  on s t a t e  highways.

In Minnesota, implements of •'husbandry can t rave l  on the  highway f o r  
d i s ta n c e s  of up to  50 miles  without a permit ,  provided they  d i s p l a y  an 
orange slow-moving vehicle t r i a n g l e .  Implements are  a lso  pe rm it ted  t o  
opera te  a t  night  i f  they have proper l i g h t s  fo r  n ight  o p e r a t i o n .  Ac­
cording t o  Gene Of s tead ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  l ia son  fo r  the Department of 
Transpor ta t ion  in Minnesota,  th e  s t a t e  has never had any problems with  
l i a b i l i t y  as a r e su l t  of acc iden ts  involving farm implements on th e  
highway, although such accidents  are  f a i r l y  common.

In North Dakota, farm implements may t ra v e l  on the highway dur ing 
d ay l igh t  hours and must d isp lay  the orange slow-moving v e h ic le  t r i ­
ang le .  No permit  or p i lo t  vehicle  i s  requ ired .  In North Dakota,  t h e  
s t a t e  has sovereign immunity, and th e r e fo r e  cannot be held  l i a b l e  f o r  
acc id en ts  involving farm implements.

Oregon is  the only s t a t e  we contac ted  th a t  has separa te  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
the movement of farm implements on the I n t e r s t a t e .  In Oregon, a permit 
is  r eq u i red  for  an implement of husbandry to  t ravel  on t h e  I n t e r s t a t e ,  
but permits  are not required f o r  o ther  highways unless  the  implement 
exceeds th e  S t a t e ' s  vehic le  weight l i m i t s .  Implements of husbandry 
a re  required to  display the  slow-moving vehicle t r i a n g l e .  Farm Imple­
ments are  not requ ired  to have p i l o t  v eh ic le s ;  however, according  t o  
Carla Owens, Asst.  Permit Supervisor  with the Oregon Department of 
T ran sp o r ta t io n ,  many farmers use p i l o t  vehic les  anyway.

If  you have any ques t ions ,  or i f  we can be of f u r th e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p lea se  
do not h e s i t a t e  to contact  us.
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FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.. 
Title
Requested bv House T ranspor ta t ion

CSHB 635 Re o p era t ion  o f  implements o f  husbandry 
upon th e  highway.

.Date— 3 / 17/82.

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department o f  T ranspor ta t ion  & Public  F a c i l i t i e s  
Program Category Affected
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected___________________________________
(Note* If more than o~e budget component is affected, separate line-itera 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL
35.0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

35.0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)
An es t im a te  o f  500 miles  o f  roadway r eq u i r in g  s igning  was used ,  w ith  a 
s ign  being r eq u i re d  each 10 m i le s ,  one each s id e  o f  the road.

500 m iles  * 10 x 2 = 100 signs - es t im ated  c o s t  i n s t a l l e d  per  s ig n  = $350 
Total c o s t  = $35,000

The d e s i r e  to  remove the  need fo r  a s epa ra te  permit  fo r  each move, e s p e c i a l l y  
when they a r e  in same a rea  each time i s  understood.  Removing th e  req u i rem en t  
f o r  p i l o t  c a r s  on any move o f  l e s s  than 30 miles  would in  some cases  cause  a 
s e r io u s  hazard to the t r a v e l in g  pub l ic  and s u b je c t  the s t a t e  to  l i a b i l i t i e s .
Under t h i s  b i l l ,  an o p e ra to r  o f  an implement of  husbandry c o u ld ,  w i th o u t  
p i l o t  c a r s ,  move a v eh ic le  down the  road which e n t i r e l y  blocked th e  t r a v e l i n g  
su r face  as well  as the shou lders .  A veh ic le  t r a v e l in g  in  th e  o p p o s i te  d i r e c t i o n  
could round a corner  and f in d  the e n t i r e  roadway blocked.

This  f i s c a l  note  does no t  a t tem pt  to  e s t im a te  a/iy cos ts  involved with t h e s e  r i s k s
I V .  DATE 3 / 1 <118 7_____________ PREPARED BY / Y . Zus tJ l________________

AGENCY P O-TP'C.______________________________
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE V 6 V - 3<ioo____________
ccx Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)
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