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FISCAL NOTE •

THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

HB 326

  —

REQUEST
B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . '
Title Construction or road Detween Bethel and NapakTal
R e q u e s t e d  b y  Rep. ..Vas'Ea" D a te  1/27/82

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL 
A gency  A f f e c t e d _ Dept, of Transportation and Public Facilities
P ro g ra m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d _
BRU, P r o g r a m ,  O r S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d _
( N o t e :  I f  m ore  t h a n  o n e  b u d g e t  c o m p o n e n t  i s  a f f e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e  l i n e - i t e m  

am o u n ts  a n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n . )

EXPENDITURES ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400  COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

FUNDING (T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER ( S p e c i f y  S o u r c e )

n,?7n-

P O S I T I O N S

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I I I .  ANALYSIS (S e e  F i s c a l  N o te  P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  I I I )  

See attached information. Increased costs are due to findings 

of the completed feasibility study.

IV. D AT E  1/27/82___________________PREPARED
AGENCYT r a n s o o r t c  

O r i g i n a l :  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  PHONE 4K F -?qnn  
c c :  B u d g e t  a n d  M anagem ent

P r im e  S p o n s o r  ( F i r s t  L e g i s l a t o r  Named) 
3 3 -0 0 1  (R ev .  1 2 / 8 1 )



Bethel to Napakiak Road

The funding source for this project was as follows:

$600,000 Chapter 50/80
250,000 Chapter 80/79

Expenditures to date are $189,000 for feasibility study, leaving a 
balance of $660,000.

The study shows eight alternate alignments. Two alternate typical sections 
developed 16' and 20' sections. It also identified three bridge sites.
Each of the alignments can reach a different bridge site. These alignments 
and bridge sites are as follows:

Alignment #1, Bridge Site #1

Construction cost for 20' section $15,990,000
Construction cost for 16' section 13,760,000

Alignment #1, Bridge Site §2
Construction cost for 20' section $14,469,000
Construction cost for 16' section 13,173,000

Alignment #1, Bridge Site #3
Construction cost for 20' section $14,363,000
Construction cost for 16' section 13,093,000

Alignment #5, Bridge Site #1
Construction cost for 20' section $14,358,000
Construction cost for 16' section 13,062,000

Alignment 5, Bridge Site #2
Construction cost for 20' section $13,713,000
Construction cost for 16' section 12,453,000

Alignment #5, Bridge Site #3
Construction cost for 20' section $13,289,000
Construction cost for 16' section 12,098,000

Alignment #8, Bridge Site #1
Construction cost for 20' section $14,752,000
Construction cost for 16' section 13,412,000

Alignment #8, Bridge Site #2
Construction cost for 20' section $14,023,000
Construction cost for 16' section 12,732,000

Alignment #8, Bridge Site #3

Construction cost for 20' section $13,270,000
Construction cost for 16' section 12,085,000
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THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL.
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Currently, the only m e a n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Bethel a n d  N a p a k i a k  is e i ther by air or by w a y  of the K u s k o k w i m  
River.' In winter, travel b e t w e e n  N a p a k i a k  and Bethel is 
d i f f icult and dangerous. T h e  City of N a p a k i a k  reports that 
over the past 3 or A years, no fewer than twelve lives could 
have b e e n  saved h a d  there b e e n  a road.

W h e n  a m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y  a r i s e s , often the v i c t i m  is at 
the m e r c y  of the weather. If fog or other u n s u i t a b l e  flying 
c o n d i t i o n s  exist, planes are unable to transport the sick or 
injured. Recently, a p e r s o n  died w a i t i n g  to be t r a n s p o r t e d  
to B e t h e l  Hospital. A l t h o u g h  it is only 18 miles b y  river 
and 8 m i l e s  over the bluff, n e e d e d  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  could 
not b e  rendered.

T h e r e  is a power line, a single w i r e  ground r e t u r n  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  project, from Bethel to Napakiak. A  road 
wo u l d  f acilitate m a i n t e n a n c e  of the p o w e r  line. N a p a k i a k  
fishermen, too, w o u l d  b e n e f i t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  f r o m  greater ease 
in t r a n s p o r t i n g  fish to Bethel Airport.

The cities of Bethel a n d  N a p a k i a k  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  support 
the road. The feasib i l i t y  study was c o m p l e t e d  last summer 
by R o b e r t s o n  and A s s o c i a t e s  and is a v a i lable for your perusal.

There has b e e n  a 107„ i n c rease in constr u c t i o n  costs 
due to inflation, w h i c h  brings the cost of b u i l d i n g  the road 
and a b r i d g e  to span the N a p a k i a k  Slough to $9,350,000.
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Introduced: 3/12/81 
Referred: Transportation and 
Finance

BY VASKA 

HOUSE BILI. NO. 326 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation to the Depart­

ment of Transportrtion and Public Facilities fur 

construction of a road between Bethel and Napakiak and 

for a bridge to span the Napakiak Slough; and providing 

for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* f , J  f ‘>00 4

* Section 1. The sum of :$8,500,000jis appropriated from the general fend 

to the Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for construction 

of a road between Bethel and Napakiak and a bridge to span the Napakiak 

Slough.

* Sec. 2. The appropriation made by this Act is for a capital project 

and la subject to AS 37.25.020.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

„  V
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Currently, the o n l y  means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
Bethel and N a p a k i a k  is either by air or by w a y  of the K u s k o k w i m  
River.' In winter, t r a v e l  b e t w e e n  N a p a k i a k  and B ethel is 
difficult and dangerous. The City of N a p a k i a k  r e p o r t s  that 
over the past 3 or 4 years, n o  fewer than t welve lives could 
have b e e n  saved had there b e e n  a road.

W h e n  a m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y  arises, often the v i c t i m  is at 
the m e r c y  of the weather. If fog or o t h e r  u n s u i t a b l e  flying 
conditions exist, p lanes are u nable to t r a n s p o r t  the sick or 
injured. Recently, a person died w a i t i n g  to be t ransported 
to B ethel Hospital. A l t h o u g h  it is o n l y  18 m i l e s  by r i v e r  
and 8 miles over the bluff, n e e d e d  m e d i c a l  assist a n c e  could 
not be rendered.

There is a p ower line, a single w i r e  g r o u n d  return 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  project, from Bethel to Napakiak. A road 
w o u l d  facilitate m a i n t e n a n c e  of the p o w e r  line. N a p a k i a k  
fishermen, too, w o u l d  b e nefit e c o n o m i c a l l y  from greater ease 
in t r a n s p o r t i n g  fish to Bethel Airport.

The cities of B e t h e l  and N a p a k i a k  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  support 
the road. The feasib i l i t y  study was c o m p l e t e d  last summer 
by R o b e r t s o n  and Associ a t e s  and is a v a i l a b l e  for your perusal.

There has been a 10% increase in c o n s t r u c t i o n  costs 
due to inflation, w h i c h  brings the cost of b u i l d i n g  the road 
and a b ridge to span the Napakiak S lough to $9,350,000.
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