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Fact Sheet and Summary for

Senate Joint Resolution # 11 and 
House Joint Resolution n 13

"RELATING TO ACTIONS OF THE BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT"

SJR § 11 and HJR # 13 have been introduced to recommend that 1) because of 
the present Bolivian regime's mistreatment of Americans and b ru ta lity  towards 
Bolivians, 2) because of the interruption of the democratic process, and 3) be­
cause of the present regime's involvement in the cocaine trade, that the U.S. not 
re-establish economic or m ilitary aid or normal diplomatic relations with Bolivia 
until V' ?se situations are rectified .

I .  Background on Bolivia
A. Bolivia has highest ir.fant mortality rate (157/1 ,000) and lowest l i f e  

expectancy in the Western Hemisphere (Wash. Post, Jufly 31 , 1980).
B. Some 5.5 m illion people l ive  in an area roughly the size of Texas and 

California combined (New York Times Aug. 14, 1980).
C. Life expectancy is 47; for tin miners 35 ( Financial Times, Aug. 7, 80).
D. Miners earn less than $2 a day; income is less than S400 a year average 

(Miamiii Herald, Aug. 26, 80). for population as a whole.

I I # Democracy Stifled

A. Bolivia has seen some 200 coups since i t  became a couimtry in 1825. However, 
almost a l l were accomplished without bloodshed or social unrest and re­
flected internal power struggles in m ilitary until 1952 (Financial Times July 31)

B. In the popular revolution of 1952, miners defeated the army with dynamite, 
rocks, and rusty r i f le s ,  as well as strikes (The Nation, Nov. 29, 80 p .574).

C. Since 1952, there have been alternating periods of c iv i l ia n  democratic 
government and m ilitary regimes (Atlantic Monthly Dec. 1980).

D. In astonishingly fa ir  elections held in July 1980, Hernan Siles Zuazo, for
the third time in three years, was elected president. (Atl. Month.Dec.80).

E. In response, General Garcia Meza led a coup in July which overthrew the
interim government of President Gueiler before Siles could take office (AM Dec.80)

F. Venezuela withdraws $40 m illion in foreign aid to B ., US. suspends $250 m illion
in aid to B. over a 3-year period. Country in serious economic trouble since
its two main legal industries of mining and petroleum have been operating for 
years by the government at a defic it (New York Times Aug. 6 , 80).

G. Only nations to grant diplomatic recognition to the current regime are Braz il, 
Argentina, Egypt, Israe l, Nationalist China, Paraguay, Uruguay, and South 
Africa (New York Times Aug 6, 1980).

H. Organization of American States votes 16 to 3 with 4 abstentions to condemn
the coup, the repression of rights, and loss of l i f e  (Washington Post July 26,80).

I . Bolivia is a pivotal place, being the front door to the democratic Latin govern­
ments to the north (Columbia, Ecuador, Venezuela, Peru) and a back door to the 
m ilitary dictatorships to the south (Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, B raz il , and 
Paraguay. ) (Washington 7jst July 26, 1980).

J. The repression of the current regime ‘‘s without precedent in its s verity in 
the history of Bo liv ia , known for its barracks revolts (New York Ti les July 25)

K. M ilitary has democratic elements within i t  which have also been supressed. EQ-:
On Nov. 25, 1978, a iV.i'l'Lry coup by army commander David Padilla ousted 
President and former general Pereda; Padilla then announced free elections would 
be held the following July ( 1979) so that his government was only transitional

(Miami Herald Dec 2, 1978).
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L. Bolivia is one of the few Latin American countries without a recent
history of le f t is t  terrorism (New York Times Aug. 10, 1980).

M. General Meza claims the coup was meant to stop the spread of communism
in Bo liv ia . But NYT correspondent Warren Hoge notes that Bolivian commun­
ists are so ineffectual they failed to f ie ld  any candidate in the June 29 
1980 elections, although 14 candidates were running (New York Times Aug 12).

I I I .  Mistreatment of Americans

A. U.S. o f f ic ia l Thomas Watson was shot in the face by armed m il ita ry  cadets, 
his apartment sacked, and he and his wife detained. (Wash. Post July 20,80).

B. U.S. Embassy Commissary sacked by m ilitary during coup (Wash. Post July 19).
C. Eighteen Americans imprisoned from several hours to five days, including 

members of the church, government, business, and the press, and some were 
threatened with death or mutilation. American consular o f f ic ia ls  were not 
notified of the detentions and were refused permission to v is it  those 
detained (New York Times, August 15, 1980).

D. A travel warning was issued against Americans going to Bolivia by the 
U.S. State Departmeit on July 22, 1980 (NYT, August 15, 1980).

IV. Atrocities towards Boli ' i an People

A. The U.S. State Department of July 24 reports widespread and savage 
torture and k i l l in g s ,  repeated and severe beatings, and denial of needed 
medical attention (Los Angeles Times, July 24, 1980).

B. TheCatholic Church and Amnesty International report up to 2,000 people 
are being detained in concentration camps (Miami Herald, August 3, 1980).

C. There was a reported invasion of the small town of Caracoles, where unarmed
men, women, and children were gunned down, 900 people missing. The soldiers
were instructed to rape women and g ir ls ,  two of whom were reported to the 
Archbishop to have died of hemmorage. Children were forced to eat gun­
powder and then l ie  on broken glass while their motheis were forced to
walk on their backs at gunpoint (Miami Herald Aug.23; L.A. Times Aug. 23).

D. Head of the powerful tir; miners union Juan Lechin forced to ^ake a TV
statement urging people r.ot to resist, then he was kicked to death by 
government troops. (Financial Times Au° 7, 1980).

E. All labor unions are abolished, a i l • -sities closed down fLAT Aug. 20).

V. Church Offic ia ls Jailed and Degraded

A. Three priests after being beaten and having pistols stuck in their mouths 
were blindfolded and made to l ie  face down in manure-filled stables for 
three days (New York Times Aug. 14, 1980).

B. Head of the Methodist Church in Latin America, Bishop Arias, was kidnapped 
by government paramilitary squads after speaking out against atrocities 
(Miami Herald Aug. 25, 1980).

(’. Parish houses and churches throughout the country were ransacked (Wash.
Post, July 30, 1980).

D. Among other clergy, two Maryknoll priests were detained, Rev. W illiam Coy
of Minnesota and John Moynihan of New York (Miami Herald Aug. 8 ). Also,
Msgr. David Ratterman.iof St. Louis and Sister Mary Elka of Virginia were 
among the Americans taken hostage (Miami Herald, Aug. 3, 1980).

VI. Intimidation of International Press

A. Harold Olmost, the AP correspondent expelled from Bolivia (Miami Herald Aug.4).
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VII.

V II I .

B. Telex and sate ll ite  communications abroad suspended, two Reuters 
correspondents arrested for"slandering"high Bolivian d ign itaries (Miami 
Herald Aug. 7 , 1980).

C. Mary Helen Spooner, an American working as a correspondent for the London- 
based Financial Times, arrested for f i l in g  false and distorting news and

'threatened with mutilation and death; f in a l ly  released after 6 days 
(Financial Times Aug. 14, 15, 1980).

D. Albert Brun of Agence France Presse expelled for submitting false reports 
(Financial Times Aug. 27, 1980).

M ilitary Coup assisted by Argentina

A. Take-over planned and executed by about 30 Argentinian m il ita ry  advisers 
who have been iri Bolivia for 2-3 months (Miami Herald July 28, 1980).

B. Argentinian officer brags coup was planneu in Buenos A irt , Argentina;
sixteen more “advisors" arrive from Argentina (Miami Herald Jul. 30).

C. U.S. State Department o ff ic ia l formally accuses Argentina of its
involvement (Miami Herald Aug. 31 , 1980).

D. Jack Anderson reports the coup was an Argentine-style operation; i t  was
very carefully planned and was brutal. With 24 hours, the leadership
^f the opposition parties and trad? unions were arrested, k i l le d ,  ,or 
exiled. Men with Argentine accents c iv i l ia n  clothes appeared to be 
directing the coup according to ins’d? reports. Argentina has a history 
of this kind of intervention, having ":ponsored" a s im ila r coup in 
Uruguay some years ago. ( Washington Pv.st ni-,g. 17, 1980).

E. There may have been as many as 200 Argentine "advisors" present in 
Bolivia to assist in the coup. (Los Angeles 'imes 5ug. 31 , 1980).

F. For years, Brazil and Argentina have been tra in ing Bolivian m il ita ry
officers ( Washington Post Aug. 15, 1980).

G. Current dictator and President General Garcia Meza was suspended from 
the arry for a period in the early 19501s for having been too cruel in 
the hazing of cadets (New York Times Aug. 13, 1980).

H. Former Bolivian ambassador to the U.S. say$ "Argentina especially wants 
to destroy our democracy because i t  does not want to share a border with 
a democratic country;" President Videla of Argentina says that an elected 
government in Bolivia po:ed "a high degree of risk because of the possib­
i l i t y  that such a government would promote ideas contrary to our way of
l i f e  and the permanence of m ilitary governments." (L.A. Times Aug. 31, 1980).

Involvement of Government Leaders in Cocaine Traffic

A. Evidence exists that narcotic traffickers helped finance the July 17th 
coup and continue to be a major source of financial support (Financial 
Times nug. 15, 1980).

B. President Meza, the President and head of the junta, has received m illions 
of dollars from Jose Baptista, a major known drug traff icker based at 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia (Wash. Post Aug. 14, 1980).

C. Colonel Ariel Coca, current Minister of Education, was implicated in the 
seizure of over 220 pounds of cocaine in Panama in 1979, with an estimated 
value at over $2.5 m illion (Financial Times Acj. 15, 1980).

D. Colonel Luis Arce. Minister of the Interior aid former head of Bolivian 
m ilitary inte lligence, has a long known corne tion with major drug traffickers 
and has been accused of using Ms position ^  undercut national and inter­
national drug enforcement e f fo r t  (Financial Times Aug. 15, 1980).
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E. "For the f i r s t  time, one State Department o f f ic ia l said,"the drug trade 
may have bought i t s e l f  a government." U.S. Senator DeConcini (D.-Ariz.) 
says "coverage of events in Bolivia is v irtua lly  unanimous in characterizing 
the present regime as l i t t le  more than an appendage of the criminal organ­
izations that dominate the flourishing international cocaine trade."
(Miami Herald Aug. 14, 1980).

F. I t  has been estimated that the country of Bolivia exports some $600 m illion 
worth of t in  annually, its leading legitimate export; while also exporting 
some 100 tons of cocaine annually, estimated by U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration o ff ic ia ls  to be worth $1 b i l l io n  in i l le g a l  exports, with
a New York City street value of some $50 b i l l io n  (most of i t  is sold in 
the United States ) . (Miami Herald Aug. 14, 1980).

IX. Strategic mineral wealth of Bolivia

A. In 1970, the U.S. imported a l l of its primary requirements for essential 
minerals such as t in ,  and more than 90% of its antimony (ch iefly  used to 
process and harden soft metals) (US Life Lines, Nov. 1974 Dept, of Navy).

B. Bolivia and Mexico are the only large sources of antimony in this hemi­
sphere, and Bolivia is the only large exporter of t in  in the West ( Ib id ) .

X. Kev Timp for Input

A. The United States as a matter of principle supports democratic governments 
in other countries of the world.

B. The current administration is reviewing its foreign policy at present, 
so input on such issues would be timely.

C. Bolivia receives more foreign aid from us annually than any other country 
in the Western Hemisphere, amounting to some $200 m il l ion  annually in 
financial and m ilitary aid combined. This ai-j was cut o ff by our govern­
ment when the coup took place, and fu l l  resumption is  under present con­
sideration. Given Bolivias current serious economic distress and lack of 
a sound financial plan, such an economic sanction as continued withholding 
of support could have an important impact. (Miami Herald Aug 26, 1980).

D. There is a democratically-elected government in hiding and in ex ile  that
is waiting in the wings to rake over the reins of government i f  the m ilitary 
government does decide to back down.

E. The United States Congress had a resolution before i t  during its  last 
session (HR # 774) introduced by Congressman Ottinger from New York (along 
with numerous co-sponsors). I t  was unanimously passed through the House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee but Congress ajourned before i t  could go
any further. Ottinger has since re-introduced the resolution in the 
97th Congress, requesting that President Reagan consider continued with­
holding of aid until certain conditions are met (these are essentially 
stated in SJR # 11 and HJR !l 13). Alaskan support o f this resolution 
is therefore timely and appropriate.
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effective than  the sta te  farms, located 
mostly in the west where Poland took 
land from departing Germans.

Bad wea:her has h u r t  Polish crops 
for two successive years, but the bigger 
failures, as in the Soviet Union, are in 
management and the system. The fac­
tories, too, suffer from bad manage­
ment and bureaucratism endemic in 
Eastern Europe. In Poland, where peo­
ple are notably more independent- 
minded than anywhere else in the bloc, 
mistakes a t the top have stirred deep 
resentment and reaction. In the other 
bloc countries, the central planning sys­
tem has caused mostly resentment.

"We are less well organized, less dis­
ciplined," a Polish journalis t  said. “We 
are more romantic and emotional and 
more human."

With this national personality and 
courage, the Poles throughout history 
have resisted every a t tem p t  b; outside 
forces to crush them. They have also 
rejected attem pts  by all central author • 
ity to force them to conform »o a mode! 
of behavior imposed from outside, such 
as Soviet-style centra! planning.

The workers and the P a r ty  agreed on 
one thing early in their summer negoti­
ations: they had to reach a Polish solu­
tion to the ir  problem, Pole to Pole. But 
months after the sum m er’s excitement, 
the long-term solutions to their serious 
problems still elude them. Over and 
over, thoughtful Poles bemoaned the 
luck of leadership. "Walesa can gel peo­
ple to go on strike, but he can’t make 
them work," a journalist said. "Every­
one loves the Church when it is against 
the Party, but the Cardinal can’t get 
people to work. And the Party can't do 
anything."

The pressure is very strong to open 
the political system to some of the 
changes suggested by previous Party 
lenders—competition for  Party elec­
tions, limits on terms of office, separa­
tion of government and Party  function, 
reduced censorship and more public 
discussion of issues.

Many of these changes could proba­
bly be introduced without excessively 
worrying Moscow. But all of them 
would fu r ther  erode P ar ty  powers, 
which have already been substantially 
reduced. The Party will probably pro­
pose at  its congress some modest im­
provements in political life, but it is 
taking a great risk if it fails to be bold. 
"The question here is, will the people 
wait ror the Party?" asked an experi­
enced Western journalist.

— M u r r a y  S e e g e r

12

BOLIVIA: Once More, the Generals Take Over

Since July 197S. Bolivians have 
endured three coups. three 
presidential elections, eight 
presidents, and perhaps the 
lowest standard o f living in Latin 
America. Not surprisingly, the 
prospects fo r  a stable, prosperous 
democracy seem very slight.

U T ' v o  you want to be a nhotogra- 
pher?" I asked ele’ ir-old 

Rodolfc as his father disc clicked 
pictures of the  menacing ks ru m ­
bling through the cobblestone stree t 
below.

"No," said his father, sitting back 
down a t  the rickety table. The res tau­
rant was deserted, prohibited from 
serving beer on this second day of a 
brutal military take-over. "He's going 
to the  military academy so he can 
become president,” Becoming president 
of th is  bitterly impoverished, sparsely 
populated South American country is 
one thing. Remaining in the chaste gray 
sandstone presidential palace in La 
Paz, the world’s highest capital city, is 
quite another.

Depending on how one views the 
dizzying turmoil (how, for example, to 
tally the three-man ju n ta  that resigned 
before even being sworn in), there have

been between 189 and 206 coups, coun­
tercoups, a ttempted coups, changes of 
government, and presidents since Si­
mon Bolivar liberated the country from 
Spain and established an independent 
republic 155 years ago. Since July 1976, 
there  nave been three coups, three pres­
idential elections—and eight presi­
dents, most of them wearing uniforms, 
but including the  only grandmother 
ever to command a Western Hemi­
sphere country.

The theater for this succession of 
personally ambitious, antidemocratic 
colonels and generals is a landlocked 
country often called "the Tibet of South 
America." It sprawls from the tranquil- 
izing, perpetually snow-covered Andes 
Mountains on the Chilean and Peruvian 
borders to the steaming Amazon jungle 
basin the country shares with Brazil. 
Its  5.5 million inhabitants are among 
the poorest in all of Latin America. Per 
capita income—slightly more than $500 
annually—is lower than in any Carib­
bean, Central, or South American coun­
try except Haiti and Honduras. Infant 
mortality is the highest in the Western 
Hemisphere; life expectancy (forty-sev­
en years), the lowest. According to a 
UN survey, the avernge Bolivian gets 
only 79 percent of the recommended 
minimum  number of calories, the low­
est in Lntin America, and 20 percent 
less than what u Haitian eats.

The m arketplace at Sucre, Uotivia
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In many ways, the entire country is 
poor. The size o; Texas and California 
combined, Bolivia has fewer than 1000 
miles of paved roads and the lowest 
number of cars per thousand popula­
tion in Latin America. Even wealthy 
bankers, doctors, and generals back 
through the  gates of their quarter-mil- 
lion-dollar houses onto dirt, or a t  best 
brick, streets.

But there  are two societies in Bolivia: 
the small, affluent one of whites and 
mestizos (mixed Spanish and Indian 
ancestry), and the culturally rich but 
economically depressed world of the 
Quechua and Aymara Indians, who 
make up more than two thirds of the 
population.

La Paz, with fewer than  700,000 peo­
ple, is wedged into a narrow gorge 
between jagged, gothic-spired moun­
tain ridges more than two miles above 
sea level. At one end of the city—which 
has the small-town flavor of a Boise or 
a Bangor—at a comparatively comfort­
able 10,500 feet, live the wealthy profes­
sionals, the ir  modern, two-story brick 
houses and properly trimmed, brightly 
flowered gardens hidden by cold brick 
walls laced with broken glass, barbed 
wire, or spikes—more in fear of what 
might be than of w hat is. La Paz 
is a relatively c rm e-frec  city with 
few stree ts  not safe to walk a t  any 
hour.

The poor are jammed into adobe huts 
on rocky hillsides climbing more than 
14,000 feet. Their view is exhilarating, 
hut running water, sewage lines, and 
telephone service have not reached 
them yet, Groaning trucks loaded with 
shivering peasants convert these hill­
side barrios into a caeopht iy of fruit 
and vegetable markets hours before the 
businessmen in their three-piece suits 
begin the day in recently constructed 
office buildings. The new high-rises 
give the city a cautious modern look— 
but a t the cost of intoxicating views of 
the country's secular god, 21,000-foot, 
shimmering Mt. Illimani, whose majes­
ty seems to lend Bolivians the strength 
to continue in this harsh environment.

At the other end of the country— 
physically and politically—is Bolivia’s 
sceond-larg-'t city, Santa  Cruz (pop. 
3(10,0110), a tropie.il boointown, bastion 
of conservatism, home for an expanding 
number of agro-businesses and rapidly 
becoming the center for the continent’s 
lucrative cocaine trade.

But most Bolivians live in rural 
areas, where more than  half are  not 
even integrated into the money econo­
my. To see the doctor who comes every 
fortnight, patients paddle reed boats 
over the world's highest navigable wa­
terway, Lake Titicaca, or leave their 
small llama herds unattended for the 
journey of a day or more. They pay her 
with eggs, coffee beans, bananas, pota­
toes, or whatever else they've managed 
to coax out of the ir  small plots.

On the barren, unrelenting, 14,000- 
foot-high plateau, a piece of metal 
lashed to a sturdy stick is the tool for 
penetrating the rocky soil. On tiny, 
seemingly vertical hillside plots in the 
tropical rain i c ’-ests, women in fading 
bowler hats—often with children in 
bright blankets heid snugly on their 
backs—cook in clay pots over open 
fires. The Indians who support Bolivia's 
economy mining t in —the country’s 
number-one export—generally live no 
more than seven years after going un­
derground, where they  rarely earn 
more than $2 or $3 a day. But Bolivia's 
peasants and workers destroy the myth 
that the poor do not have time for 
democracy, tha t  food is more important 
than freedom, that when so much 
strain goes into earning a living, politi­
cal debates are a luxury.

Paradoxically, in view of an illiteracy 
rate that hovers around 50 percent, 
there are six daily newspapers in La 
Paz and three in Santa Cruz, in addi­
tion to several weeklies— m any of 
which are shut down by military gov­
ernments. And early in the morning, 
workers fighting the mountain cold un­
der layers of drub coats, sweaters, and 
colorful stocking caps have the ir  ears 
pressed against transistor radios lis­
tening to the news. It has been the 
workers and peasants who have led the 
struggle for democracy, armed with 
rocks, anger, and the threat of a general 
strike. Consequently, within hours af­
ter taking over the country in July, 
General Luis Garcia Meza had impris­
oned, killed, or exiled the major union 
leaders, launched bombing raids on the 
tin mines, and banned labor unions.

The democratic road
The United States is either praised or 

dam ned—depending on the observer’s 
perspective—for its role in trying to 
help Bolivians along the democratic 
road, which, like most in this country, 
has been rocky and imperiled by wash­
outs. The Carter Administration made

Bolivia one of the largest recipients of 
U.S. economic assistance—almost $200 
million was allotted for 1980—but the 
spigot was shut off each time the gener­
als bludgeoned their way into the pal­
ace.

After a democratic drought of almost 
fifteen years—a numbing succession of 
military coups (including six uniformed 
men p lay ing  p res id en t ia l  musical 
chairs during one twenty-four-hour 
period) followed by seven years of s ta ­
bility harshly imposed by dictator Gen­
eral Hugo Banzer Suarez—elections 
were held in 1978.

General Banzer, invited to the White 
House in 1977, said recently in a private 
interview, "Mr. Carter didn’t  send me a 
letter ordering elections, but we could 
feel the pressure,” At the time, most 
Bolivians who openly disagreed with 
Banzer’s right-wing policies and re­
pressive methods—among them Opera­
tion Condor, a cooperative effort by 
South America's southern cone dicta­
tors to round up political dissidents— 
found themselves in exile. An interna­
tional banker and friend of Banzer 
explains, "The General didn’t intend to 
let any of his political opponents partic­
ipate in the elections. But under pres­
sure from Carter, the political exiles 
were allowed to return."

Banzer's military colleagues rejected 
the idea of his candidacy, and their man 
won in 1978—but only with the help of 
fraud so widespread and blatant (the 
ballots numbered 49,412 more than the 
registered voters) that even the "victo­
rious” general asked that the elections 
be annulled.

Two coups followed before one gener­
al, seeming to defy Latin American mil­
itary tradition, allowed elections which 
returned the government, to a civilian in 
August 1979. The civilian lasted less 
limn three months before a bright 
young colonel decided it was his turn; 
more than 200 unarmed civilians died 
before ine colonel was forced to flee in 
the face of a general strike and interna­
tional pressure. The country was turned 
over lo Lydia Gucilcr Tejada, a grand­
mother in her sixties, who stunned 
Bolivians by keeping the generals in 
their barracks until the elections in late 
June of this year. A plan for military 
take-over shortly before the elections 
was foiled, in part when the United 
States warned that it would terminate 
all aid to a military government, as it 
had after the November 1979 coup.

This time cries of "interference in 
our internal affairs" came from the

16



BOLIVIA
right, which demanded th a t  U.S. Am­
bassador Marvin Weissman be ousted 
from the country and launched a spray- 
painting campaign calling Weissman a 
"pig" and an "imperialist lackey of the 
toothy Carter,” and declaring, "This is 
not Central America,” a reference to 
the activist roles U.S. ambassadors 
played in Nicaragua and El Salvador.

In spite of th rea ts  by the military 
and violence by the r ig h t—random 
bombings, killings, and the sacking of 
the U.S. cultural center in Santa Cruz— 
the elections were held. Rejecting can­
didates on the extreme right and far 
left, Bolivians—in astonishingly fair 
and honest elections, and for the third 
time in three y ea rs—declared they 
wanted sixty-seven-year-old Hernan 
Siles Zuazo to be their president.

Siles, a lawyer, had been a leader of 
Bolivia's 1952 popular revolution in 
which civilians, led by tin miners, badly 
defeated the army. The revolution pro­
vided voting and educational opportu­
nities for women and Indians, led to 
nationalization of most of the country’s 
vast mineral resources, and caused a 
breaking up of some of the largest haci­
endas. From 1952 to 1900, Siles served 
first as vice-president, then as presi­
dent. During this period, the military 
college was closed, odicer ranks were 
reduced by 80 percent, and the military 
budget 'as cut by almost 75 percent.

The July coup
Few thought the military would ever 

again allow Siles to don the colorful 
red, green, and yellow sash reserved for 
the country's president. From taxi driv­
ers to the businessmen and would-be 
political pundits who gather for late 
afternoon chatter in a Vienna-style cof­
feehouse, the question was not whether 
hut when the generuls would deploy 
their combat-ready army on the narrow 
streets of La Paz. The answer came less 
than three weeks before Siles was to he 
sworn in.

"This was I hi* most organized coup 
ever," says a veteran Bolivian political 
observer, who lias survived almost a 
dozen since 196*1.

The take-over began with an insur­
rection in Trinidad, a cattle town of 
about 35,000 people some. 300 miles 
northeast of La Paz, and quickly spread 
to Santa Cruz. In La Paz, President 
Gueiler convened her cabinet, while

half a mile away, in th e  center of the 
city, religious, political, ar.d union lead­
ers and the Committee for the Defense 
of Democracy began meeting in re­
sponse to the latest military th rea t.

Just as quickly—ar.d more efficient­
ly—the paramilitary right swung into 
action. Three ambulances belonging to 
the government health program pulled 
up in front of the ramshackle union 
headquarters. Men jumped out of the 
back, tossed black, Belgi&r.-made auto­
matic rifles and submachine guns to 
others who had been standing around 
reading newspapers, then charged in­
side and began shooting.

When the palace was stormed—again 
by heavily armed individuals in civilian 
clothes who arrived in ambulances— 
twenty-five reporters were taken pris­
oner along with President Gueiler and 
her cabinet ministers.

By midafternoon, param ilitary  forces 
occupied the offices of the major news­
paper and had destroyed the Jesuit-run 
radio station, claiming it was broad­
casting subversive information about 
human rights. The attackers beat the 
s ta t io n 's  d irec tor  a n d  a rep o r te r ,  
robbed them  of t h e i r  eyeglasses, 
watches, and money, ripped a crucifix 
from the wall, then riddled the offices 
with bullets and smashed typewriters, 
telephones, and recording booths.

The press had beer, silenced, nearly 
all of Bolivia’s political, labor, and reli­
gious leaders had been captured, killed, 
or sent into hiding, and an organized 
resistance had effectively been decapi­
tated. President-elect Siles lived to 
form an underground government be­
cause he had been trapped in the  daily 
just-hefore-noon traffic jam one block 
from union headquarters.

"A very efficient military operation," 
observed a German-born mining engi­
neer a few days after the coup, as he 
watch"d soldiers replace the bricks that 
had been lorn from the streets by civil­
ians desperately trying to erect barri­
cades against the Brazilian- and Aus­
trian-made tanks and armored person­
nel carriers.

But the destruction of democracy in­
volves more than ju s ’, this beleagured 
country. "What is happening here," 
explains a former Bolivian ambassador 
to the United States, "will test the lead­
ership of the U.S. am: other countries 
tha t are promoting democracy, against 
Argentina, Chile, Paraguay, Uruguay, 
and so m e tim es  B raz i l"  —Boliv ia 's  
neighbors, all in the hands of military 
strongmen; only Brazil has shown any

signs of democratic liberalization. “Ar­
gentina especially does not want to 
share a border with a democratic coun­
try,” he says.

Argentina—the third most populous 
(after Brazil and Mexico) and one of the 
most economically solid countries in 
Latin America—is ruled by General 
Jorge Rafael Videla, who came to power 
in a 1976 coup. After the right-wing col­
onels and generals and their civilian 
collaborators (some of whom were re ­
leased from jail to participate in the 
take-overi robbed Bolivians of their de­
mocracy, General Videla declared tha t  
an elected government in Bolivia posed 
"a high degree of risk because of the 
possibility th a t  such a government 
would promote ideas contrary to our 
way of life and the permanence of mili­
tary governments."

Argentine fingerprints could be ob­
served on the July coup. Empty boxes of 
ammunition and C-rations stamped 
"Army of Argentina" litter the barren 
plateaus in the mining areas, left be­
hind by the troops tha t  brutally sup­
pressed the miners' resistance to the 
take-over.

"There may he lots of rumors," said a 
senior U.S. military adviser here, "but 
it is absolutely certain tha t  Argentina 
was deeply involved in the planning and 
executing of the coup. They did every­
thing hut tell General Meza the day to 
launch it." According to information 
obtained by the  Council on Hemispher­
ic Affairs from what it describes as 
"high-level Argentine military offi­
cers," the roup was planned in Buenos 
Aires, where, among other things, a 
computerized list was prepared of po­
tential resistance leaders who were to 
he imprisoned, killed, or exiled.

With the armed forces once again 
controlling Bolivia, the majority of 
South America's resources and people 
are now under the domination of right- 
wing dictators, it  is difficult to assess 
where this bloc of countries will line up 
internationally; perhaps they will be­
come a new non-aligned group. Their 
common bonds are an open contempt 
for democracy and human rights and 
resistance :o the perceived communist 
th r .a t .

Genera’ Garc.n Meza, who long be­
fore bis coup v.tis openly expressing his 
determination that the military should 
run his country, has declared tha t mili­
tary control saves Bolivia from "Castro 
and communism." Argentina's General 
Videla echoes the sentiment, saying 
that it is necessary to avoid a "situation



in the heartland of South America tha t  
would amount to what Cuba represent? 
in Central America." But except for the  
military officers and their business 
backers, who are passionately con­
vinced th a t  university students are 
Marxists and tha t  union members are 
by definition 'i immunises, it is hard to 
find anyone ir. Bolivia who believes the 
communists have posed any threat to  
their country since the 1960s, when 
Ernesto i ‘Che" I Guevara ana his paltry 
band of followers infiltrated the dense 
jungle.

Bolivia's communist parties are so 
small and so fractured by internal dis­
sent th a t  they were unable to field a 
presidential candidate in the recer.t 
elections, even though thirteen other 
parties—including two small peasant 
groups—did so. And Bolivia is one of 
the few Latin American countries <aa: 
has been spared left-wing violence

Money and cocaine
Asked why Bolivia's generals are so 

interested in waging political battles, a 
conservative, pro-m ilitary  executive 
answered candidly, "Power and mon­
ey." "Not political ideology," adds a 
senior U.S. military adviser in Bolivia. 
"There probably isn't a communist 
guerrilla in this entire country."

Colonels, majors, and captains enjoy 
a life-style far more comfortable than 
their military salary  (less than $-100 a 
month for a colonel) would allow. Air 
force planes make shopping runs to 
duty-free Panama, returning with car­
goes of color televisions, Betarnaxes, 
and other luxuries, which grace some of 
the more expensive homes. Officers' 
wives go to trie markets in expensive 
automobiles, also ferried into lie coun­
try at a duty-free savini of several 
thousand dollars per car.

"Forget politics," said a Santa Cruz 
executive trying to explain the mili­
tary 's insatiable political appetite and 
his country's instability. " I t 's  really a 
dog fight over v h o  is going to control 
the cocaine traffic." (By some counts, 
the Indian peasants who stoop to pick 
the coca leaves in Bolivia’s steeply te r ­
raced fields bring more than  $G00 mil­
lion a year ir.ro the ir  country—consid­
erably more than tin.I A lawyer might 
nut tie ..ole *.o prove the military? 
involvement "beyond a reasonable  
doubt," but there is little doubt in the 
minds of most Bolivians, and the names 
of several high-ranking military com­
manders appear in the files of in terna­

tional drug-enforcerr.em agencies as 
suspected leaders of the  crcaine trade.

Asked if the Bolivian military was 
involved in the cocaine racket, a knowl­
edgeable businessman responded tigh t­
ly. "How can an army cokr.el own three 
light planes?” He was referring to Colo­
nel Luis Arce Gomez, the much-feared 
enforcer of internal security for Gener­
al Garcia Meza. Picking his words as if 
walking through a minefield, a U.S. 
military adviser in Bolivia adds, "Colo­
nel Arce is a businessman who will 
make money in or out of the military."

Some prominent businessmen have 
even proposed that the  cocaine trade be 
legalized to shore up the  country's econ­
omy, which car.not survive without 
enormous financial assistance. Foreign 
debt is $3.5 billion, a staggering burden 
for such an undeveloped country. The 
yearly payments consume more than 
half of the country's stagnating export 
earnings, or several times more than 
what international bankers consider 
safe.

"This is potentially a very wealthy 
country," explains Ed Derksen. a pros­
perous international investor here who 
has shopped U.S. and European money 
markets  on behalf of military govern­
ments. He ticks off Bolivia’s resources: 
'T in, silver, gold, natural gas, cattle, 
rice, even oil." But the economy has 
been paralyzed by instability and by 
corruption when the military is in con­
trol. [Je.-ksen and many of his col­
leagues also blame heavy nationaliza­
tion. By some accounts, TO percent of 
the country’s productive industries are 
managed - o r  mismanaged—by govern­
ment bureaucrats. All of the country's 
oil and most of its silver, tin, and natu­
ral gas are owned by the state.

President-elect Siles, a leader of the 
nationalization drives in the  early 
1950s, agrees that the state-owned com­
panies are inefficient. “They have been 
managed as (iefdoms of the military 
chiefs," he argues. Most Bolivian busi­
nessmen also rail against Bolivia's la- 
bor unions, which are among th e  most 
powerful in Latin America, often nego- 
t.ating for the dismissal of manage­
ment personnel. In spite of labor's pow­
er, however, almost percent of the 
workers earn less thar. $2»>' a month.

On the other hand, organized labor, 
.-•d by the charismatic septuagenarian 
Juan Lecliin Oquendo, has used its 
toughness in the struggle for democra­
cy. A general strike to protest the 
November 1979 military take-over vir­
tually shut down the country.

More of the same
"W hat this country needs most,” says 

an international banker exhausted and 
depressed by all the coups, “is a breath 
of democracy. And not even so much a 
good government as  a government that 
will be around tor a few years."

But the democratic pulse is faint in 
the rarefied Andean air. Although 
many doubt that the  current gang will 
long remain in power (not ju s t  a cynical 
View based on the ir  country’s history, 
but a realistic assessment of the crum­
bling economy), few expect the people 
to enjoy a democracy for a long time. 
There are reports of counter-coup plot­
tings by officers angered because they 
have been denied their share of the 
spoils. It is even widely believed that 
the U.S. would restore aid to a less 
repressive military regime. But as one 
b i t te r  Bolivian diplomat put it, a 
change "will only give us a Himmler for 
a Hitler.”

In isolated mountain villages of ado­
be huts, dusty roads, squealing pigs, 
and raggedly dressed children kicking 
deflated soccer balls, peasants sur­
rounded reporters afier the July mili­
tary rampage. "We don’t want this gov­
ernment, We didn't vote for it. We want 
democracy.” But it  is almost impossible 
for the  people to fight back. They have 
few weapons. Bolivia's miners, who 
held out for several weeks with dyna­
mite, rocks, and ru r 'v  rifles left over 
from World War II, were forced to sur­
render after bombing raids, a e'.iUt-otf 
of food supplies, and brutal attacks tha t 
killed mostly women and children.

"They came into the village and fired 
the ir  autom atic  weapons into the 
houses, killing six chi'Jren including a 
small child and a schoolteacher," re­
ported an eyewitness. "Then they 
warned there would be more attacks if 
the miners didn't shut down their clan­
destine radio station and return to 
work."

"We are like a small child who is 
beaten by a bully," said a young Ayma- 
ra Indian about his country's military. 
" VII we can do is cry." - R a y  B o n n e r
R e p o r t s  & C o m m e n t  CovrRininoRS
Murray Seeger has been reporting 
from Poland for the Los Angeles 
Times.

Ray Bonner is a free-lance journalist 
who spent last year in Latin America 
and was in Bolivia during the coups.

21



A Jree-lancc correspondent in Latin America 
Jor/our years. Ilary Helen Spooner. ,28.ofSL 
Louis, was arret U-t In La Pas. Bolivia. In An- 
gust Jor articles crU..'al oj the military Junta 
that had seized power Jnm the government. 
She Is currently L.rtttng a t\okon Bolivia.

There It sn office on the second floor of the Bo­
livian Interior Ministry In La Paz that has o 
four-by-four-foot .loragc closet On the floor 
of the closet Is a burlap-covered straw mat­
tress. The door, which spring locks from the 
outside, has four or five glass panels thai ore 
painted over. Dul a little light comes lit through 
cracks in the paint

r or 6tx days In August. I Used, ate and slept 
In that darkened closet while the military re­
gime of General Luis Garcia Meza announced 
that 1 was lo be tried for "defamatory libel" 
against the government Before I was (old t 
would be pul on trla . 1 was repeatedly threat­
ened by the head of the Interior Ministry and 
several of his official t In the new regime. The 
physical threats we-e so explicit—and gro-

The July takeover of the 
government of Bolivia  
by the tank-equipped 
it lllta ry  forces r' 
General Garni' 
( bottoalv- -a lly  
bloody i n .  try 
long accustomed to 
coups. Toassurehls 
position , Carclalleza 
unleashed a campaign of 
arrests and torture.
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tesque—that there were times when I began to 
doubt I would come out of the ordeal alive. The 
prospect of a trial was frightening enough. In 
Bolivia trials are conducted without a Jury, and 
the penalties for such cl targes as defamatory 
libel range from three to 15 years In prison. At 
the time of my arrest, the military government, 
which had taken power in a bloody coup less 
than a month before, was about to appoint new 
Judges sympathetic to Its rule.

It was Bolivia's lS9thcoup, by most counts. 
In its 155 years as a nation: this one was far 
more violent than most of' others. In La Paz 
selected labor and government officials were 
seized. In the south the resistance of the tin 
miners, perhaps the most militant labor group 
in Latin America, was met with severe force. 
Miners battled troops with rocks and sticks of 
dynamite. There were reports that in the min­
ing town of Caracoles, hundreds of people had 
been massacred by the Army.

iMUm

ordlnated protest, citing international norms 
of protocol, avoided this requirement.

Tha'Sh I was net in Bollvta wher. the over­
throw took place, l nod been there for the June 
29 elcdons. From the start 1 was one of these 
foreign observers who thought that perhaps 
this tree the country might successfully In­
augurate a civilian-elected democratic govern­
ment and Join that club of young democracies 
In South America made up of Venezuela. Co­
lombia. Ecuador and Peru. When I came back 
late In July, 1 had assignments to write arti­
cles for various American. Brush and Cana­
dian periodicals. Including Flriancsil Times 
and The Economist, and dutifully reported to 
the In ter or Ministry to register myself as a for­
eign Journalist. Other foreign Journalists I 
knew bad been threatened or harassed, but I 
had no reason to be afraid—so 1 thought. As a 
free-lancer. 1 was a small fish, and the fact that 
I am constantly told 1 look much younger than 
t am made me think I would escape notice.

1 had not counted on the volatile personal­
ity of Interior Minister Colonel Luis Arce 
Gdmez. A former head of Bolivian Army In­
telligence. he is one 01 the most ti lgmenmg fig­
ures In the new regime: a petulant, potbellied 
man In his AOs with unruly black hair and the 
temperament of a spoiled child. It was widely 
rumored that he had his own gang of cocaine 
traffickers, that he had personally tortured 
countless persons arrested on the vague 
charges of “subversion." that he had been re­
sponsible for a plane crash las: June that had 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _  _ killed several members of the Democratic Pop-
frauc ana acauiodiA. MJl u.JTU. t~*£g *e.lce‘" ■» ular Hr,Inn, thccoallUon.ofparjcs that backed

There are many other allegations concern­
ing the Junta's drug connections. Among them: 

-Junta leader Gen. Luis Garcia Meza Is 
said to have already received millions of dol­
lars from ere cf the biggest drug traffickers In 
Santa Cnm Bolivia's second largest city and 
the center athe cocaine industry.

-[m erer Minister Arce has long-standing 
contacts wuh the cocaine trade and has In the 
past used bis lnfiuence to undercut drug en­
forcement eforls in Bolivia.

The cocaine trade brings over SSOO trJluon 
Into Bolivia annually, surpassing even ttu the 
country's largest legal export. The leaves ol ’he 
coca plan: are sold openly there and used a »a 
brew for tea. Siles Zuazo. In his campaign for 
president, bad promised to combat the Illegal 
cultivation of coca leaves, which Ufa. Drug 
Enforcement Administration officials es- *—

JCor more than two years Bolivia, the 
most hermetic and. with Guyana, poverty- 
stricken nation In South America, a land the 
size of Texns and California combined and 
with n population of five and a hair million, 
had been trying to establish a civilian democ- 

j-acy . Qjnld . coups, counlcrcoups. electoral

tlone, which gave a plurality to left-wing mod- 
ernti: Hemdn Siles Zuazo. we.- described os 
the fairest In Bolivian history. The congress 
appeared willing to ratify Siles Zuazo's elec­
tion. but the military considered him a threat 
to Its exl-.tence. He had been president once be­
fore ana had cut the military budget sharply.

Oil July 17. the hopes for the new govern­
ment were shattered by die coup. -Siles Zuazo 
went Into hiding. Arrested by paramilitary 
troops. Interim president Lydia Gueiler. who 
had Just three more weeks left to serve In her 
term of office, was forced to give a tearful res­
ignation. which was broadcast over Bolivia's 
airwaves. The new military Junta promptly 
dubbed Itse'f the "Government of National Re­
construction" and said the armed forces had 
been obliged to toko power because of the 
"fraudulent" elections the month before and 
to save the country from “anarchy. Interna­
tional communism and chaos.”

A 9 p.m. to 6 am. curfew was Imposed: the 
universities were clcted; and the government 
began a massive roundup of opponents, both 
real and Imagined. Most telecommunications 
with the outside world. Including wire ser­
vices. were stopped La Paz's airport was 
closed, and with the nine-hour curfew In ef­
fect all transportation In and out of the coun­
try was sharply reduced. Foreigners in Bollvta 
were ordered to register with the Interior Min­
istry. and long lines of tourists, missionaries 
and businessmen formed around the building. 
The local dlplomauc corps, by making a co-

SUes Zuazo. as Tell as for a number of other 
mysterious deaths.

In one article 1 sent from La Paz 1 made 
passing reference to a past cocaine scandal In­
volving one of Ara's business pi .tners. Col­
onel S'orberto Salomon. This hod i xrller been 
reported In the Bolivian press, and the govern­
ment eventually sent Salomon out of the coun­
try. as military attache to the Bolivian 
embassy In Caracas. Venezuela.

Upon ter re lease ksry .~e 1 ec Spoccsr stored the e ffe c ts  :f ter  aix-dajr icprisoncez: 
and t t i  repealed threats to k i l l  her tv Interior k ln ls it  r Arce Cfirtz 1 top 1.



Umate amounts to 27.000 tons a year. One U.S. 
State Department plan for Bollvta had been a 
project involvingthe substitution of other rash 
crops for the coca plant. But when the mili­
tary seized power In July, this and other VJS. 
drug enforcement programs In Bolivia were se­
verely curtailed.

The Garcia Me a government has denied 
any links to thr drug trade. Just as It stead­
fastly malr'alns that the June 29 elections 
were frau  ̂ .lent and that Intervention was 
necessary in order to save the country. It does 
not like to have Its statements contradicted In 
;h' press—especial! the foreign press. And It 

.ade Its point by expelling a handful of for­
eign Journalists. Following the coup, dozens of 
Bolivian Journalists were arrested. Interrogat­
ed and In many cases tortured. But I thought 
It would be safe for me to return for another 
professional visit. 1 was wrong.

At 6 pm  on August 6. as 1 cane through 
the dtor of my hotel in La Paz. I was arrested.
I was c.dered to pack my bags, while two plam- 
cloihesmen (rom the Interior Ministry confis­
cated my books, notes and papers. I was 
brought to the Ministry, and for nearly eight 
hours 1 was Intcrnwnifd by w m l  different 
officials. Including Minister Arce himself.

The first of my Interrogators, a .-short, stocky 
man wearing a hooded green military Jacket, 
who called himself Major Lindsey and told me 
he was chief of special operations, rummaged 
through my box of papers, pulled out a copy 
of a political piece I had vjiiten days earlier 
for Financial T im a  of Lo; scion and launched 
Into a tirade.

_ “Why are you tcllinaJi5a.abquLny-.cauiu. 
try?" he demanded. Did I Itnow I was aiding 
the subversives and Communists n-ound the 
world with such atari—0 Why. he asked, did 
Americans always In other countries?
"You were once a grc. country.* he said, “but 
now you sre In decline.

"So one respeccs you. You are losing ill 
your friends," he added. "Bolivia Is gclr.g la  
own way now-we do not need you." And then 
the threats began.

How did I prefer to die? he asked. By being 
tossed out of a window several stones to the 
ground? Would 1 rather bo shot? Had I ever vis­
ited a plastic surgeoa-lecause I was going to 
need one, he said, paring a dagger hanging 
from his belt.

I said nothing and tried to act as Impassive 
as possible.

t now occurs to me that the threats the 
Interior Mlntstr officials made during that 
long first night of interrogation were terribly 
reminiscent of vintage Hollywood gangster 
movies. Later, when I was called upstairs to 
Minister Arce's office, the comparison between 
gangsters and Bolivian military officials was 
brought up by Arcs hlznself.

"Next to me. your John Dtlllnger wa- noth­
ing." Arce said to me. grinning at his col­
leagues. who stood tn a circle around us. He 
fumbled with a Swiss army knife and told me 
he was going to cut off my head.

1 kept very quiet. 1 was afraid that If I ex­
pressed my terror, n would stimulate further 
mu trcatmmt-ln much the same way as blocd 
attracts sharks. If I challenged my Interrora- 

- inm nrr-a i/ ^ \ j LAU§bu a n p fvi4h# ^ i p eai~ 
Just to prove themselves.

They wanted to know cay sources and coo­
lants. and 1 tried to stall The article that had 
precipitated riy arrest mentioned the well- 
publicized crialne scandal. But I did have 
sources with links to Sties Zuazo. The would-

be president was issuing statements from his 
hideon calling for resistance to the munary 
government; the day before he had declared a 
mviLm underground government to cppose 
the Garcia Meza regime.

Eventually 1 named one diplomatic source, 
zionr with several forego Journalists who 1 
knew had already left Bolivia This seemed to 
satisfy -hem. 'Throughout the confrontation I 
—.ecvt portray myselfasanalve.stmplevcung 
womzr. who did not know very much about 
anythmg. 1 was hoping, as 1 frantically 
wracLtd my brain to remember If I had any 
matereaJ among my papers and notes that 
would compromlsemy sources, that my youth­
ful appearance and ray captors' machismo 
would zambtne to support thin impression.

It must have worked. Arce finally, after 
eight hours. looked around at hts colleagues 
m disgust "After all this effort we have only 
capnctd a fly." he said. "What shall we do with 
her—cut off her h hid or sentence her to thirty 
years a  Jail?"

A: dayt r-'k 1 was led to the storage closet 
and locked lnsltz. "Watt" I was told.

Foe die next six days I was kept in that clos- 
d . let Stet cr.ly tc use t*ic ia t  i OuiTj sr.d to 
briefly with U.S. const Jar officers-who were 
allovred to visit me two days after my arrest I 
was ret permitted to bathe or change cloth­
ing. As the hours and days passed my mood 
slowly worsened. 1 could not stand the way my 
oolhm? fell-my Jeans were unbearably grit­
ty. the white blouse I had been wearing ai the 
tune u my arrest was gru) My j„-kei was 
stre.if.r1 with dust, and my halt hid scp^-aicd

‘—
1 tned to think about other things. I though' 

about me U.S. embassy hostages tn Iran, about 
Billy Hayes In HIdnlcpl Express. Then I 
thougm about the thousands of Laun .' raer- 
leans who through Innumerable poliu 
changes had undergone the most brute' r 
o( toreurc and confinement Did I have so much 
cause hr despair? Through It oil. 1 kept being 
afraid Arce would come back.

Thjugh I didn't 1 now it my editors from 
Finalxial Times am I The Economist had ar­
rived m La Paz from London to try to negv 
tiate my release. A deti was struck: tht t 
would read a signed staiement lamenting th • 
situation their correspondent had raused- 
and the three of us would then be able to leave 
thecoma;-.

Late m t  e afternoon on Tuesday, August 
12.1 was led, C; —d. from my closet and driv­
er, to the offices of Fi^.-xla. Bolivia's largest 
dally newspaper. 1 was taken lo a room and 
ocjcc exun told to v alt

StaJ-nly the r.oor to the room flew open. 1 
was sieved before a crowd of photographers 
and reporters for one confusing moment ar.d 
then my editors from London appeared and 
htumeciy led me away.

Tht next morning we Sew to Pent On that 
day the L'-S. State Dcpar ent began to pre­
sent its jwn evidence of the Garcta Meza re­
gime's mug links. generating. I hope, huge 
amsumz of "defamatory libel" against Boliv­
ia s frxmenlng and repressive rulers. A

InLlca, ?nru, Spooner vas happily treated a t  the a* -ort t7 American free-lance  
Journalist Ray Bamor, »ho eirllerhsdnarrovlye jdurrest In S cliv la .
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On Bolivi an Atrocities
I f m  w ir*  W r v i c t i

LONDON' — Amnesty Interna­
tional says it has a witness's ac­
count of" killings, abductions and 
rapes by Bolivian troops in the 
EfiermElh of the July 17 military 
coup.

The Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
human rights organization said the 
atrocities occurred Aug. 4 in the 
mining town of Caracoles. 16K 
miles southeast o! the Bolivian capi­
tal. La Paz.

As many as 500 persons disap­
peared alter the attack. Amnesty 
said, although it w as not known  
how  many died and how many 
were detained.

The report marked the first Am ­
nesty attempt to document alleged  
atrocities during the post-coup se­
curity crackdown by the govern­
ment of Gen. Luis Garcia Meza.

IN LA PAZ Thursday, the Conn- 
cil ot Bolivian Bishops strongly pro­
tested an official campaign to d is­
credit the Archbishop of La Pa/..

Msgr. Jorge Manrique. an early and 
outspoken critic o f the Garcia Meza 
governm ent.

Msgr. Manrique has accused the 
arm<-d forces of "executing'' its op­
ponents and denounced a scries of 
human rights violations, including 
the "arbitrary arrests" of abuui
2.000 persons. The pc.verr.mrnt 
says no more than 500 were de­
tained.

"We protest ar.d firmly reject the 
absurd campaign against such a dig­
nified pastor, w hich has bc-cr. car­
ried out through insulting state­
m ents, contradicting the truth, and 
through unjust ar.d threatening ex- 
pressions," the bishops said.

They added that "very high offi­
cials of the government have made 
frequent and baseless attacks" 
against the archbishop.

Interior Minister Luis Arce has 
called Msgr. Manrique a "well- 
know n agiiaior.”  threatening, "if 
wc ii.ivr not yet detained Nlannquc 
it is brcausc of h is age. but every­
thing has limits,"

IN’ LONDON, tht Amnesty Inter­
national report said the organiza­
tion's efforts to get more informa­
tion about the reported troop bru­
tality in Caracoles were being hin­
dered by a clampdown on commu­
nications and press reporting.

Amnesty said the Caracoles re­
port. filed Thursday, w ts  (he most 
detailed of a numaer ol reports of 
violence against unai.ntd civilians 
in Bolivia's tin ai d coppei mining 
areas, where then were attempts 
lo organize strikes and opposition 
to th 1 coup.

* amnesty report said the Max 
Toll a regiment of the Bolivian 
arm , based at Viacha. used artil- 
lur; . planes and tanks to bombard 
Caracoles.

Amnesty, qupting the unidenti­
fied witness, said miners attempted 
to resist by stoning the troops.

TROOPS PURSUED fleeing civil- 
ians. killing an unknown number, 
behe ded some corpses before load­
ing them into three army trucks, 
and disposed of others by throwing 
them down w ells, the report said.

They raped an unspecified num- 
brr oi women and girls and killed 
one miner by stulfing gunpowder 
into his mouth and blowing him lo 
pieces, the Amnesty report said.LAT AUG 1 3 IS80 7 ' J ' l

Bolivia Denies 
Violating Rights

B-olivi*’ * new m lllU ry regime la ­
beled Am nesty International's a c ­
cusations that it violated human 
ng'nls as "bold lies" and "Marxist 
propaganda." The accusations in ­
cluded summary executions, arbi­
trary arrests and torture. M ean­
while. the junta agreed lo  releas** an 
American joum a'isl. Mary H elen  
Spooner of St. Louis, jailed (or v io ­
lating new press law s. Editors of 
tw o British new spapers for which  
she did free-lance v ork flew to La 
Paz to orprcss regrets over the s i­
tuation T hey said her report was 
no: published.
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IE Americans H ive Been Held
WASHINGTON. Aug U  (Reuters) — 

Eighteen American citizens have been 
detained in Bolivia for periods ranging 
from a few hours to five days since the 
rniliiary coup last month, a State Depart- 
rpent spokesman Mid today, 
i American officials were not notified of 

the detentions ar.d, except in on; case, 
consulate officials were refused permis­
sion to visit those held, the spokesman 
sxiid. He added that as far as he kne» no 
Americans were being detained in Bo­
l i v i  now,
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Bolivia General Unleashes Terror 
In Consolidating the Army’s Rule

By WAP. HEN HOG E
• ' . S|»cUJ id  T V  Y c r t  TV r»«

LA PAZ, Bollvfc, Aug. 9 — Since the 
ni!i'_e.,ry  Lauder Gen. Luis C srd a Mraa 
Tejada prr-rr In Bolivia cn July 17,
hundreds of Bolivians have t o m  E rresled  
and tortured.H u n d re d s m ere h ave b sc jn n r  fu g itiv e s , in clu d in g  b ash rtssracn  w h o  )>e)d m eet- b g s  v-fth p o litic ia n s  and j-o u n g strrs x l o  ftsh io c-td  r tr c c t  U arricid= s out o f p a v in g  r-lcnes in th e  d a y s a fte r the c x ip . T h ey  roove fr u m  s o r r r t  d w e llin g  to r-tcrct d ^ t l l ln g  e a c h  n igh t try in g  m  elu de gov- em ra cn t e g u n ls .

Participants or witnesses bav'e icld of 
Incidents that ’truslxslc life In the country 
since the generals prevents:! the vrlnrer 
of the June 23 elections, ii'cm io elltrs 
Zuixo, from assuming office. ,

In one episode, three v-u-ung priests 
were blindfolded and seated side by ride 
In the headquarters of the TerapacJ ar­
mored regiment cr. a windy ridge over­
looking this capital. Officers thrust mu 
hots of their pistols l-,*o the pricers' 
mouths. N csr ty , anath't cificur fired 
Into the ejr and a soldier thrr* himself 
noisily to Lbe floor, sen sm in g  lo r.imu- 
1» led pain.

OrdesJ at A*roy Hcadqrsartcrs
This gruesome game completed, the 

throe 5hai.cn clerics were taT.cn to mili­
tary headquarters in dovclcnrn La P al 
where they were made to lie  face down 
lor Lb rue days in manure-filled stables.

A shoemaker from the hillside slum of 
El Alto Norte -ves pici.cd up. for no Mated 
reason, by the atrr.y one recent Sunday 
and lrJ.cn to the city's nrw srcccr na- 
diurn. Inure he was beaten with rifle 
stocks and fonurJ Into a dressing mom so 
p cl.ed  with other prisoners that the m m  
had to sleep standing up end relieve 
themselves in place.

After two days, wldicrs pinned left- 
wing party legends on the chests of ).*> of 
them, look them  in a truck to » nearby 
cliff end lined them up. TV.* shoemaker, 
tumbling into a crevice below the prcci- 
pice in the midst of the ensuing murder­
ous lury. was the only tine to live to tell 
uhat had happened. The Government tr- 
jcr.cd that )< m at had died trying to 
storm r. garrison.

In Live town of liucnu.nl, in, v?cstrm Bo­
livia, a young roltficr trained lus rifle on

|hc shack of a miner invclved in the strike 
pretesting the military coup. tt'ncn he 
b collated in firing, his com man ding off j- 
car ordered him tc get cm with it. Tn* 
youth explained that It was hrs own 
house. His parents and several fcm'hen; 
watchc-d In horror from Ur? window es the 
officer sh ot1 he youttg man Ln the head.

A l£-year-old bey - a t  trundled Into a 
room at the Mira Perec arm y heaclcuar- 
lere in L a  Pea and onfert-d to lo -cr  his 
Lrow-ers. An officer holding a kitchen 
knile apprr-achtci. Either the 't*Jth would 
go on television and testify that he was 
me king bombs for the leftist political 
parry that bed wen tht just-completed 
elections or tht clficcr vtrold butcher his 
genitals, be was tc'.d, That night he be- 
cam e one oi ihree siuiiiariy menaced p-.-o- 
pic to make his ’'confession" before the 
cam eras.

Coops, some 130 of them, have come 
and gone with such frequency in thus na­
tion of f»„S million people that ccmmrr.ts- 
iors have often described lls political life 
in com ic opera terms. In esc thrc-sday 
I'criod JO years ago. the country had three 
Pfrparstc presidents.

Genem l Garcia Musa,' cm the ctLcr 
hand, has been deadly stnous since tak­
ing power. !n his acaJ to r.x r. out what he 
says arc "Coinmusust crtrxorists" in Bo­
livia, he has created a harsh society de­
void of personal libenius. All television 
broadcasts now em anate from the Mira- 
floirs lioatlquarters, end the La Pa: daily 
El D itrio  heralds Lh-e junta's cause cr>- 
thusiasilcally.

On tJie name day this week that tht 
newspaper was frcadlutlng General 
Garcia Meta's pledge to rcspc-a human 
rights, military guards delivered so 
many kicks to Uio kidnuv-s and spleen cf 
the Rev. JulioTum iro Jaocr . Ixsad cl Uie 
Bolirian Permanent Assembly cn Human 
Rights, that, according :o fuller* prison- 
ers later sent to tltu Pc;i;J Nuncio's house 
for deportation from the country, he is 
cot able to urinate.

Foreign com-v|»ondents have b .-n

thrtstcncd repeatedly with dcauh, fof- 
lowed by paramilitary thugs, and, in one 
ca'-t. arrtTltd and held for trial.

me most feared vehicles of destructi m 
arc no longer the tinks that htvc tradi- 
ticr.s!ly b.-cn rolled Lnto tht presidential 
police scuare to oust an occupant in 
wb:m th t military has lest confidence 
but commandrcrtd ambulances and 
Toycca jeeps with mclr license plates re- 
mc-rd and n tq .b ers o! General Garcia 
Mcca'a ancT.ymous "paramlllthrus" Lv 
side People joke primly in La Pau these 
days,."11 I’m hurt, please don't ciU an 
ambulance." People forced to u j.c  a ride 
in f.cm  ere often never st=m again. They 
•'disappear" n the manner that Arge->-' 
tirrc. Brcajlians. Chileans, Parapisv-ahv 
and lin g u a  vans hr.vT b-qomr<j accus- 
tomtd to under the mbita-fy dictatorships 
fcher which Bolivia led ay is modeling it- 
self.

As in these countries, life appaarc tc go 
cm untroubled. The clrcet markets pjJ- 
ratr with activity and tou iins intent cm 
c»utu-gs in the speftncultr ncur.tain i-c1,- 
Gngs i ee l each aJier heartily each 
mcmir.g .n . ottl coffee rvoms drcue-J in 
knee hijph callr-krJt j^ckJ. hiking Ixx.ts 
and bulky alpine sweaters.

Eat ew ay from '.he city center, Boliv- 
ians arc l>eing pic .t-d off street comers, 
rrrreved from their cars, or Intercepted 
cm their way to work and spirited away to 
jails and detention camps.

Repression Is Called Essential
The country's socuriry chief, li.ieiior  

Minister Luis Arce G dm ti, has ndmirted 
to bc'.ding only MO pol.'tiotl prisoners, but 
the AnthbUhcp of Ln Pea, Jorge Mon- 

’riq'-':. said the correct number Is 2,010.
Tf.src can l-e no mislnkjng that the 

Gortis Mtua regime has chosen l.ntiml* 
datir-. cf Its opponents as n deliberate 
polity, A ctmstryciion company er«-cu- 
live •'ho is cxpenrttd to head r key r^jency 
in tht new Gov cmmcr.t explained:

"Ve must have repression ur.fll wc 
have complete control ol the situation. 
Eut I ask you, if you weie Die rr.ihu.ry' »'•
• tnu'. on, what would you dc? You rhculd 
put r*. s uniform for « second and tiiir.k 
aloui it. Of course the policy creates’ re- 
untrcTiis. People don't like the 9 o'clock 
rurft-' or tlie constant duinnnd for idea, 
iny cu*rts. P-ut wc miLvl create discipline. 
Their is no alternative,"

He ricalh-vl-the Novcm lor srinirv of 
p ow c by Col. All-rrtp B'atusrh V.irsrh 
that Jailed r.lier 10 days in the face of oi- 
ranircd popular opposition. "Tl»c piob  
lem v-,:h N'atusch wr.s that he c..m c i 
and said the Inoor federation i an k i> 
cron, human rights will br bonoruJ and
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Bolivia Expels 3 Marines

LA PAZ. Bolivia—Thr government 
ordered three U.S. Marine' out of the 
country, apparently becausr of an ar­
gument in a hotel bar.

The U.S. Embassy confirmed the ex­
pulsion order. Witnesses at the hold 
said several Marines areucd with un­
specified other patrons at the bar 
Monday night. Heavily armed Boliv­
ian soldiers rushed in an took the 
three Marines away, the witnesses 
said.

The newspaper Ultima Hora report­
ed that the minister of Interior had 
ordered the expulsion “because thr 
Marines had insulted Bolivia."

f r o m  n r* *  ► tn ic r*  *n»l %USf r o t o r s
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Go lo Bolivia, 

Voy '*li<>jil Gel Jailed,
I'.S. (Jlizens Warned

\V A SI<>M ,li:\ -  (t I'll I he 
Siai>- Oi'p.iri'iii-!:; j;,is t^ued an tir- 
gi’iit xx/iMUhp in I S iiii/cn s in 
.i'-'M4 -n liiihvia, saving IX
Anti'r-tans h.i.'* tw it arrcsii-d and 
n-li.isi-d in naliiarx aulhuniics in 
the 1 .*I:it Ann m an n.ilmn m the 
p.t.si muiith.

Spi'ki-Miian David Passage said 
Thursday tiiat tin- U.S. Embassy 
was denied am-ss in iln- ]X Amcri- 
< aits, w lies" pcriiul t>l drtrniMin 
ranged fr.un a f"v\ liuurs in five 
days

“We advi-i Americaus against 
ir.ivi-i in Hntivi.i at litis tinte," Pus- 
sjgi s.tjd.

lie .ilsn said that the (l"pariment 
has recurring repurts uf nnslreat- 
it'i-ni and tiift'tre n| p.nlivian citi­

zens nv tnc military govcrnnu'ttt of 
(ien. Luts Garcia Meza, which oust- 
eel the nation's civilian government 
in July.

'•These reports look to be in the 
paltcrn of human rights violations.'1 
he said. “We continue to deplore 
it."

He also said that reports of "Ar­
gentinian complicity" in the Boli­
vian military coup persist, adding. 
“These reports are itl concern."

The United States has stopped its - 
military assistance program to Boli­
via. cut hack on economic aid and 
stopped its drug enforcement pro­
gram because "There is no reason 
lo expect the cooperation of the 
Bolivian government." officials 
have said,

Pirate KingdomU NHAPPY BOLIVIA—poor and divided in the 
best of times, and now fallen into the hands of a 

junta with close ties to the international drug traffic. 
The Carter administration began cutting down its aid 
to Bolivia last month, a few days after the coup. Now 
tlr; Stale Department is pulling out all of its narcotics 
control programs. "We have no basis to expect the 
kind of cooperation Lorn the Bolivian authorities 
that  makes it worthwhile to continue." a Slate De­
partm ent official dryly observed.

Bolivia is becoming the nightmare state in which 
the  underworld takes over the governm ent The 
process, incidentally, is not a gentle one. There are 
now perhaps 2,000 political prisoners, according to a 
leading clergyman, and the stories of sudden disap­
pearances and torture are multiplying. That is why 
th e  new government has been harassing and threat­
ening the few foreign news correspondents remain­
ing  in the country. It wishes to choke off all repot ting 
of these practices.

Any country that organizes itself as a haven for 
criminal activity becomes a menace to all the  others. 
If a clique of generals can seize a government, run up 
the  skull and crossboncs and turn their land into a pi­
r a t e  kingdom, they become an  active danger to every 
o th e r  gove,nmeiU5truggling to enforce international

E D I T O R I A L W P AUG 1 5 1980 782
law and. in this case, stamp out the  drug trade. Unfor­
tunately. Bolivia fie. into a larger pattern.

South America is now divided, politically, into two 
zones. In a crescent along the north and west lie the 
three democracies. Venezuela. Colon.hia and now 
Peru. Below that line, the continent is ruled by mili­
tary governments that vary only in the degree of their 
authoritarian repression. The first foreign govern­
ment to recognize the new Bolivian regime was Ar 
gentina's, which has been providing generous aid and 
technical assistance to Bolivia’s secret police. Recogni­
tion came no”  from Brazil, which has been training 
Bolivian milit-.y officers. Then came Paraguay, a sim­
ple dictatorship in the sf-le of the last generation.

Bolivia is concc:,,ably the world's least stable state. 
It has been through some '200 coups in its century and 
a half of independence. To explain the latest of them 
does not require any theory of foreign subversion. 
But to the extent that Bolivia's neighbors—particu­
larly Argentina—now support the junta in La Paz, 
they must accept some measure of responsibility for 
the evils that will flow from its involvement in ihe 
drug business. Even Argentina’s military men might 
ask themselves whether it's not a high price to pay 
fo r  the stifled silence that now passes for political 
order in most of South America.
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Bolivians Kidnap Bishop, m h | a u g  2 8 1980 | s o i
Methodist OI

SAO PAULO. Brazil — (I PI) -  
Bolivian paramilitary squads have 
kidnaped the executive secretary of 
the Methodist Church in Latin 
America, the head of the Brazilian 
Methodist Church said in Porto Al­
egre Wednesday.

Bishop Mortmir Arias was ab­
ducted Monday by plainclothes 
gunmen at the airport of Cocha­
bamba, some 150 miles southeast of 
La Paz. Brazilian Methodist Bishop 
Sady Machedoda Silva said.

He said the reports reached Bra­
zil via church sources in Geneva. 
Switzerland.

In Geneva, the World Council of 
Churches Wednesday urged Boli­
vian military authorities to release 
Bishop Arias.

• V
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Gueiler

Gen. l.uis Garcia Meza’* regime 
apparently is angry at statements 
attributed to Gueiler and passed to 
journalists in which she denied she 
resigned voluntarily.

Ultima .tora quoted Arce Gomez 
as saying. -This is false. She aban­
doned her post in the presence of 
Msgr. Alfio Rapisarda, the papal 
nuncio, former Foreign Minister 
Gnston Araoz Levy, aides, person­
nel from the presidential palace and 
members of the press."

Can’t Leave, 
Regime Says

M »r*ld Wtr# } « r v ic i l

LA PAZ. Bolivia — The military 
government has reversed itself and 
decided that interim President Lidia 
Gueiler. ousted in the July 17 coup, 
will not be permitted iO icave Boli­
via. the newspaper Ultima Hora 
says.

Gueiler gained refuge in the La 
Paz residence of the Vatican's am­
bassador to Bolivia shortly after the 
coup,

Ultima Hora Friday quoted the 
interior minister, Col. Luis Arce 
Gomez, as saying that Gueiler had 
violated the rules of political asy- 
lum by making false statements 
about the new government and that 
she would not be given safe conduct 
out of the country.

The junta had said previously 
that Gueiler, 51, was free to leave 
Bolivia at any lime, but sources 
close to her family denied that and 
said she was made a virtual prison­
er hv ihe troops around the papal 
nuncio's home.

fieial Reports
“We request the immediate **- 

lease of |the| Rev. Dr. Arias and j-k  
all churches to join in prayer :'nr 
him and the Bolivian people.” WCC 
gpneral secretary Philip Potter's 
message to the Bolivian authorities 
said.

Arias was in Brazil recently ard 
returned to Bolivia Monday, ilyir.g 
directly to the airport of Cochabam­
ba city where he lived w ith  his 
family, da Silva said.

He said reports spoke of Arias' 
family receiving tw o visit-- from 
paramilitary squads while the hi-h-

op was in Brazil on cnurch busi­
ness.

"We are going to ask thp Brazil­
ian government to make inquiries." 
the Porto Alegre bishop said.

Da Silva said he had no informa­
tion of any previous threats made 
against Arias, a Bolivian citizen, 
who was Methodist bishop for Boli­
via before taking up the post of ex­
ecutive secretary of the Council of 
Evangelical and Methodist Church­
es in L atin America.

Peru W ants CuciliT 
To Lraw* BoIi\ia

LIMA. Peru — Tht* nevvlv sejled 
Peruvian Senate has instructed its 
president "to take whatever needed 
steps" to obtain safe passage nut of 
Bolivia for ousted President Lidia 
Gueiler.

Gueiler. overthrown July 17 in a 
military coup that brought army 
Gen Luis Garcia Meza to power, 
took refuge in the Vatican mission

MH A U G  1 8 1980

in La Paz. waiting lor a safe con­
duct pass out of the counirv

"On a unanimous vote, the **vna." 
Jlale Thursday| agreed to ir-tru.t 
it- president. Oscar Trelies, : > I j -** 
whatever needed steps m i  that 
iner Holivi- President I idia Gueie r 
may obtain the needed authoriza­
tion to leave the counirv." said Se.v 
.lavier Alva Orlandim,

8 0 3

"We hope that Mrs Gueiler will 
*»i- anli to abandon the nation in a 
lew d a y s"

The legislators' sentiment was 
-lured by Peruvian President Per- 
r.andu JJelauftde Terry, who said 
Friday hat Ins government was 
■'keenly interested in Mrs. Gueiler. 
lor whom w e have always pro- 
lesspd a great admiration and re- 
soect."



'riesf, Nun Reported fivia
TW*>*» Wirt S»rrle*t

LA PAZ, B ohvia—A Bolivian 
a rra y  reg im en t raided a northern 
m ining tow n lo  indoctrinate villa­
g e r s  against communism and beat 
u p  two m en guarding a church, tak ­
in g  an A m erican nun and priest 
hostage, a  diplom atic source said 
F rid ay .

"P rio r to  p ick ing  the  two m is­
sionaries up, th e y  tore the  hell out 
of th e  church and  beat tw o villagers 
w h o  w ere guard ing  it,” the  source 
sa id  of th e  raid on Matildi near Ca- 
rabucn, 100 m iles north of La Paz.

T h e  ,-oldiers picked up the  Am er­
ic a n  pri » t  and nun  along w ith a Bo­
liv ia n  n u n  T h u rsd ay  evening.

sources said. T hey  were part of a 
mission th a t includes tw o other 
nuns.

La P az  Archbishop Jo rge M an­
rique said  later he  was informed 
th a t  Msgr. David R atterm an of SL 
Louis and  the Am erican nun, Mary 
E lka of Virginia, w ere brought to La 
P az  on m ilitary orders, along with 
th e  Bolivian nun . Carmen Toledo.

"His mission is pastoral," the 
archbishop said of R atterm an, who 
h e  s?id h a s  w orked in Bolivia for 15 
years. " I t  has nothing to  do with 
politics."

M anrique charged th a t the  new 
m ilitary regim e, w hich seized pow ­
e r  on Ju ly  17, i s  refusing to let a

church commission visit more th an
2,000 political prisoners despite a 
previous agreem ent to th a t effect. 
Since Gen. Luis Garcia Meza ousted 
President Lidia Gueiler Tejada from  
power and then barred  h e r  elected 
civilian successor from taldng o f­
fice, the governm ent has repeatedly 
attacked the  Catholic Church.

In another developm ent Friday, 
Garcia Meza decreed th a t all Bolivi- 
ans are subject to  compulsory “p a ­
triotic governm ent service.*’

The announcem ent m eans th a t 
Bolivians can be called to  work for 
th e  governm ent for up to  two years, 
doing w hatever i t  sees fit. Refusal 
could mean spending the  tim e in jail.

"No citizen whose services a re  
needed under th e  p resen t decree 
will be excused.” the  announcem ent 
said. It added th a t those called to 
serve will be chosen by th e  M inistry 
o f the Interior, w hich handles police 
functions.
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C hurch Demands Bolivia Free I I
LA PAZ. Bolivia -  (UPII -  Boli­

via's Catholic Church, alleging a 
campaign o( repression by the new 
military regime has dcnianocd the 
immediate release of 11 imprisoned

priests and nuns, including two 
American missionaries.

Monsignor Jorge Manrique. the 
archbishop of La Paz. also-asked in 
a statement Sunday that the mili­
tary account for ail those missing 
after last month's coup as^'thc least 
sign” it is respecting human rights.

At least 2.000 people have been 
rounded up by the military since 
General Luis Garcia Meza wrested 
power from interim President L din 
Gueiler in a coup July 17, Manr>uue 
said.

“We wish to express our concern 
not only for our priests but also for 
the -any other people who h-ive 
beers put in jail and arc not o\er. al­
lowed to receive visits from their 
famines." Manrique said.

•'The auinoruies should know 
hat the immediate- publication ••! a

list of prisoners, dead and injured 
people would greatly contribute to 
a reduction of the tension that hun­
dreds of Bolivian families are liv­
ing." he said.

The nuns and priests held by the 
military include David Rnttermann. 
of St. Louis, and Sister Mery Elka. 
of Virginia, who was working with  
Ratlcrmann. Diplomats said the 
American missionaries w e ic  arrest­
ed during a raid on a church in the 
northern mining town of Carabuco, 
100 miles north of La Paz.

"I am tired of hearing stories of 
people being tortured." Manrique 
said "I have heard stories of people 
being hung mouth down over 
human excrement, of the son of a 
factory union leader who was de­
tained so his father would turn him­
self in/' *
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By JIM  A NDERSON
Unlt«-0 P r# u  I n l t  nr>4 li»n4 l

W A SH IN G TO N  —  G o v e rn m en t 
o ffic ia ls ssy  th ey  have ev id en ce  
th a t  d ru g  tra f f ic k e rs  m a y  have  
b o ugh t them selves. 2 n e n tire  co u n ­
try  —  B oliv ia.

C a r te r  A d m in is tra tio n ,  o ffic ia ls  
said th a t  th e re  a re  es tab lish ed  fi­
nanc ia l lin k s  "between th e  n e w  m ili­
ta ry  g o v e rn m en t in  B olivia and  
drug tra f f ic k e rs  and  th a t th e y  fe a r  
Bolivia could  becom e a s a n c tu a ry  
fo r g ro w e rs  and d ea le rs .

A dm in istra tio n  o ffic ia ls  said  th e  
o v e r th ro w  of B oliv ia 's  d e m o c ra ti­
cally  e lec ted  g o v e rn m en t in  J u ly  
w a s  a sh a rp  se tb ack  fo r p la n s  to  
co n tro l and cu t back th e  cu ltiv a tio n  
of coca, th e  base fo r  in e  d ru g  co ­
caine.

TH E STA TE D EPA RTM EN T also  
said  W ed n esd ay  th a t  it is c u ttin g  
th e  size of the  s ta ff  a t  th e  U .S . E m ­
b assy  in  Boliva because  "o f th e  im - 
p iic it th r e a t  posed to  o u r p e rso n ­
nel.” T h e  d e p a rtm e n t a lso  h as  h a lt­
ed all d ru g -rn fo rc e m e n t o p e ra tio n s  
because  i t  fee ls  the  m ilita ry  ju n ta  
w ould  no t co opera te .

S pokesm an  David P assag e  said  
th e  re g u la r  em b assy  s ta ff  is being  
reduced  to  80 from  a b o u t 100. T he 
U.S. am b assad o r, M arv in  W eism an , • 
and  19 o th e r  em b assy  p erso n n e l 
u-ere w ith d ra w n  in J u ly  in a show ' 
of U.S. d isp lea su re  a v e r - th e  J u ly  
coup.

"T h e re  Is an  Im plicit th re a t to  our 
p e rsonne l in th e  a r re s ts  of m issio n ­
a ries  and  n ew sm en ,"  P assage  sa id , 
l ie  cited  " s e v e ra l in c id en ts .” in c lu d ­
ing one la s t w eek  in w h ich  th re e  
U.S. M arines w e re  b ea ten  in a re s ­
et’"ant.

P assage  said th a t in c id en t " ra is e d  
ra l q u estio n s ab o u t w h e th e r  th e re  
vas o ffic ia l co m p lic ity "  in th e  v io- 
cncc ag a in st th e  A m ericans.

H e sa id  th a t  all d ru g  e n fo rce - 
r.eM -relatcd  a c tiv itie s  b y  the cm - 
assy have  been halted  "B ecause w e  
cached th e  conclusion  th a t the  
,sr.y a lle g a tio n s  of th e  ir.vo lv r- 
.rn i of th e  g o v ern m en t in d ru g -r r -  
:cd ac tiv ities  g iv e  no reaso n  lo  br* 
vc That w e  w ill pet th e  n ecessa ry  
.p e ra tio n  from  the  B olivian gov- 

r.m enL"

i! V1  i U ?

SEN . D EN N IS DeCor.cinI CD., 
A ria .)  a sk ed  a Senate foreign re la ­
t io n s  su b co m m iu ee  to  open an  in­
v e s tig a tio n  in to  the lin k s  betw een  
The Bolivian ju n ta  an d  the "S an ta  
C ru z  M afia ."  l h i  w e a lth y  Bolivian 
g ro w e rs  w h o  contro l the  cult .a- 
l io n  and  sale of th e  coca plant.

"C o v erag e  of t 'e n l s  in Bolivia." 
D eC oncini said , ".-s v irtu a lly  u n an i­
m o u s in ch a rac te riz in g  the p re se n t 

• 7eg im e z s  little  m o:c th an  a n  ap­
p en d ag e  of th e  crim inal o rgan iza­
t io n s  th a t  dom inate  th e  flourishing 
In te rn a tio n a l cocaine tra d e ."

"F o r th e  f irs t time.”  a  S tale De­
p a r tm e n t offic ia l said, " the  d ru g  
tr a d e  m ay  have bought itself a gov­
e rn m e n t.”

D esp ite  the  fresh  concern  from  
W ash in g to n , it g en era lly  is k n o w n  
th a t  g ro w in g  coca, regard less o f th e  
g o v e rn m en t in pow er, is  a long-es­
tab lish ed  p rac tice  in Bolivia.

T he arrival of strongm an  G en. 
L u is  G arcia  M eza in p o w e r could 
a f fe c t th e  size of th e 'c o c2 tra ffic  in 
B olivia, bu t it m arked no sign ifican t 
ch an g e  in th e  co u n try 's  a lready  ia:x- 
sc z-Jairc a ttitu d e  tow ard  cu ltiva tion  
a n d  use of th e  p la n t.

G R O W N  FOR cen tu rie s  in th e  
sem i-tro p ica l va lleys sep ara tin g  th e  
h ig h  A ndean  a ltip lcno  from th e  
f b t la n d s  of the S an ta  C ru z  reg ion , 
co ca  has se rved  fo r more th an  1,000 
y e a r s  as a s tim u lan t fo; m ountain  
In d ian s  in Bolivia. Peru a n d  parts c f 
se v e ra l o th e r  coun tries. T h e  leaves, 
w h ic h  a re  ch ew ed , are so ld  openly 
in La P2Z m ark e ts .

In te rn a tio n a l p reoccupation  w ith  
th e  p lan t f.as s tren g th en ed  sharp ly  
o n ly  in the  12 SI decade w ith  the d ra ­
m a tic  in crease  in its  exporta tion  a s  
the r a w  m ate ria l fo r cocaine.

T h e  d ru g , m an u fac tu red  from  
B oliv ian  an d  P eruv ian  p lan ts  re ­
fined  in c lan d es tin e  labora to ries in 
C olom bia 2 nd o th e r  coun tries, is 
w o r th  an c s tim a trd  550 billicn ? 
y e a r  in  the U nited S ta tes .

In 2 n in te rv iew  published Tues­
day  in The N ew  York Tim es, Garcia 
M eza denied Thai the n ew  regime 
w a s  involved in drugs: " I  would 
like to  rem ind you tha t the  drug 
p rob lem  in th e  world fs m aster­
m inded and financed as z  multibil- 
lion-dollar opera tion  in th e  N orth­
e rn  H em isphere," he sa id . "W e 
d eny  em phatica lly  2ny involvem ent 
w ith  th is 'd ru g  m afia.’ "

Sensitiv ity  to  the accusations also 
resu lted  in ib e  detention of Ameri­
can  lrec lan ce  w rite r  M ary Helen 
Spooner, 28. z f tc r  she filed stories 
suggesting  th e  involvem ent of G ar­
cia M eza and o ther m ilitary  coup 
leaders in the cocaine trade.

TH E STATE DEPARTMENT long 
had  contem pla ted  a double-edged 
p l2n Involving substitution of other 
cash crops fo r the  coca p lan t and 
ECtlve enfo rcem ent of a ban  on the 
p la n t’s g ro w th . Those plans were 
scrapped  w h en  the Bolivian mili­
ta ry  junta o v e rth rew  the civilian 
governm ent.

"T h e  revolution w as not Ideologi­
ca l.” adm in istra tion  officials said. 
" I t  w as greed, pu re  and sim ple."

T he o lficials believe that the new 
m ilita ry  governm ent — "w h ich  has 
estab lished  financial links, running 
into hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars. w ith  the S an ta  Cruz M afi2” — 
w ill fu rth e r  facilita te  cultivation 
2 nd sale of the ra w  m aterial for the 
in ternational tra ff ic  in cocaine.

“ As long as th is Bolivian govern­
m en t is in p o w er, w e can’t get at 
the problem . As long as th e  tral- 
fick ers  am opera ting  in Bolivia, and 
the m ilitary  governm ent is in 
pow er, they  w ill have a license to 
do w h a t they  w a n t,"  adm inistration 
o lfic ia ls said.
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U.S. AND NINE CALL FOR INVESTIGATION

Bolivia accused
BY HUGH O-SKAUGHKESSr I.W LDKDOH ANG UK HARGREAVES \H WASHINGTON

drag traffic
PRESSURE is building in the Ub. 
and the European Community for e 
full investigation of report that Bo­
livia's nr*’ rulers are dreply in­
volved in the ir.ierr.tticr.el traffic in 
narcotics, which nets the cour.try 
oetrly 5)bn e year.

The US. is dosing its anti-narcot- 
ics bureau in Bolivia tad has with­
drawn <0 of its diplomatic stiff of 
120 in Li Paz. tht Bolivian azminis- 
Vrtlive cepitaL 

In London ytsierday, the Foreign 
end Comma RwtaJlh Office said 
plcjis for in  ambitious At Em 
scheme to tid CcmJbol. the Bobvita 
stile mining concern, had been can­
celled in the light of the July 17 rzil- 
itiry coup. Toe scheme war Brit­
ain's largest tid project in Latin 
America 

Tne Foreigj Office added that 
Britain had been the first member 
sf the EEC to egress concern tt 
the takeover by Geo Luis Garcia 
Meza. Tne EEC has since dropped 
discussions of economic co-opera­
tion with Bolivia, and Belgium has 
halted a plan to lend Bolivia SJm. It 
is net certain what the voting inten­
tions of EE1C member countries will 
be cr. applications by the Garcia 
Meat government for aid from the 
World Ea-ik and the IMF,

The ECO added that the coup in 
Bolivia had beer condemned out­
right by the Nine and that Britain's 
o v . t  diplomatic releticns with Gen 
Garcia Meza were being Kept at a 
low level.

Washington, which fought herd 
in recent months tc head off the 
threatened military coup and en- 
sure that far and effective elections 
were held in Bolivia, has starred uo

its actions against Geo Garcia Me­
an,

Ihe U.S. Stale Department yes- 
teioay advised U b. citizens not to 
travel to Bolivia. At least IS Ameri­
cans have been detained for v ex ­
ing periods since the coup.

Sen Dennis Deconrini, a Demo­
crat from Arizona and instigator of 
several anti-drugs efforts in the 
Western Ub„ is calling for a hill 
meeting of the Senate Appropria­
tions Sub-committee for Foreign Af­
fairs to assess the charges against 
Gen Gtrcia Meta's government.

Sen Deconrini said information 
from highly reliable persons -  be­
lieved to be io the Ub. anti-narcot­
ics bureau ar.d the State Depart­
ment -  had ltd him to believe that 
smcra) charges could *on the whole 
be confirmed.' These included, ac­
cording to the Senator 
0 that narcotrs traffickers in San­
ta Crua helped finance the July 17 
coup which put Gen Ga-cia Meza ia 
power;
5 that the drug smugglers had con­
tinued lo be a major source of fi­
nancial support for the regime;
0 that large payments had been 
made in person by Sr Jose Abra­
ham Beptista. a known drug traf­
ficker, both to the genera) and to 
the commence: of the garrison et 
Santa CrJZ, Bolivia's second city,
C that two of Sr Abraham Baptis­
te's relatives htd been made offi­
cials in the Bolivian customs ser­
vice:
O that Col Luis A.croGvmei. the 
country's Minister cf the Interior, 
had a long co.-.nt-cticn with major 
drug traffickers ar.d had beer, ac­
cused of using that position to un­

dercut drug enforcement efforts;
that Col Ariel Cora, the Minister 

of Education, was implicated is a 
100 kilo cocaine seirure in Panama 
in 1979.

The State Drpa-tmer.t would not 
commeDt directly on any of these 
mailers but sab the Bolivian anti­
drugs officers had been withdrawn 
"because it is our feeling that a drug 
programme would not be fruitful in 
the current circumstances.’

An official added that Lie depart­
ment woujd cc-operaie fully with 
any hearings calied fcv the Appro­
priations Committee, Another gov­
ernment official commented that 
the p-to, le involved in Lie Gtrcia 
Mena government and the allega­
tions against them were not un­
known to drug enforcement offi­
cers. "Whet is new is their «ccession 
to power,"

The U.S. Gcverr.mc.nt hts al­

ready suspended economic tnd mil­
itary assistance to Bolivia T1* 
Sen Deconrini said, was "a sound 
response tnd should be continued 
until this tnd other questions a-e 
resolved*

The export of coca-based na-eol 
ics is now the principal source of ex 
port revenue for Bolivia exceeding 
that from the country's traditional 
staple, tin. and clh.*r ntlals tnd the 
more rwer.Oy developed safes of oil 
and natural gts. Total exports of 
metals and ore concentrates last 
year were estimated at J595m.

Raw coca-leal has for centuries 
been used by Bolivians as a mild 
stimulant in a country where cany 
brie et altitudes ol over 12.100 feel 
and where food is often difficult to 
come by. Coca lea* is operJy, legally 
tod readily on sala

Over the past decade, however, 
the processing of coca leaves into 
cocaine p; *-te or refined cocaine has 
boomed. Tne trade is centred on the 
south-eastern city of Santa Cruz, 
and from there is regularly dis 
patched to the Ub. often through 
Colombia or the Caribbean.

A Ub. narcotics officer estimates 
that Bobvie produces 27.009 torn of 
coca leaves over and above its "legi- 
limete" needs. F^fined into 109 tons 
of pure cocaine, this would ta-m 
Slbn in export income.

There is no doubt that senior nil- 
ilary figures art closely involved in 
the export oi narcotics -  a trace 
which could not continue at its pres­
ent high level without their retdy 
co-ore rati on.
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Bolivian Rivals, One in Hiding, 
Assert Right to Lead

NYT AUG 7 1983 783

By WARRENHOGE
Sftdj I m TW Hr* 1 ert T1 rna

LA PAZ, Bolivia, Aug. 6 — Bolivians 
H a rd  Inctependenca Day addresses today 
f. am tv o  men t ■<ch claiming lo be P resi­
dent of this landlocked cation of 5.5 mil­
lion people.

Gen. "Lula G arda  Meza Tejada, who 
seized power July 17, spoke over national 
radio before a gathering of uniformed 
leaders seated in ornate high-backed 
chairs in a chandellered ballroom in the 
Presidential Palace.

H ere in  Siles Zuazo, the winner of elec­
tions held June 29, Issued a statem ent 
from his hideaway somewhere within the 
country. At the time of the military coup, 
Mr. Siles was headed for almost certain 
congressional affirmation of his electoral 
victory and would have taken office 
today.

General Garcia Mr.za a tucked  the Car­
ter Administration for betraying tht lead­
ership of President John F. Kennedy and 
for “sham ing its own noble people" t  y  in­
dulging in "negative propaganda th&l 
protects its true enem ies." The United 
States has deplored the coup and sus­
pended aJl aid to Bolivia.

The general denounced th t '.her coun­
tries of the Andean Pact, Color tbia, 
Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela, which 
have also condemned the coup, for being 
“overprosecutorial" In their attitudes to­
ward their neighbors. He lamented the 
poor image his National Government of 
Reconstruction had projected interna­
tionally and said it stemmed horn distor­
tions.

"Bolivia has encountered a public opin­
ion premedJtatedly against It and this 
cannot have come about through any 
other m anner than the domination of the 
m eans of communication by the extreme 
l e f t ”

Mr. Siles declared that he was assum ­
ing the Presidency today “ in clande- 
stinlty as the only and legitimate repre­
sentative of the Bolivian people.”  Calling 
the G arcia Meza regim e “ the Govern­
m ent of national destruction," Mr. Siles 
accused It of "cold and calculated repres­
sion" and said It would inevitably “ crum­
ble because it la illegitimate, antination­
al, antipopular and antidem ocratic."

The Siles address did not reach the air­
waves, which ore under the m ilitary re­
gim e’s control, but circulated instead in 
docum ent form. The two counter-ad­
dresses marked the only activity of Boliv- 
fa’s 155th anniversary celebration The

Garcia Meza Junta banned thee unary 
parades.

The junta scored a significant victory 
last night in its campaign to gain a tight 
grip on the country. Col. Arturo Daria 
Medina, commander of the feared 
Tarapacd armored regiment quartered 
on the high plain above La Paz, aban­
doned his opposition to the military rulers 
and, In a televised get-together with Gen­
eral Garcia Meza, pledged his "to tal and 
absolute respect" for the new Govern­
ment.

Cot. Luis Arce Gdmen, the junta 's se­
curity chief, said that political dissidents 
now under arrest would be formed Into 
work gangs and sent to Bolivia's eastern 
‘•ingles to build roads. Colonel Arce dis­
puted reports that more than 1,000 people 
were being held as political prisoners, 
saying the correct number was 500.

Continuing its publicity campaign 
against the United Slates Embassy, the 
Government expelled three Marine 
guards, saying they had refused to pay 
their bill in a ho’el bar and had called Bo­
livia “ a North American colony." A dip­
lomat said the incident appeared to h t' ~ 
been a "setup" involving Bolivian Intelli­
gence agents.

The Government, which has Impris­
oned scores of reporters and exiled the 
Associated Press bureau chief, Harold 

• Olmos, a Bolivian, today ordered the ar­
rest of the Rcuteni bureau head, Rent 
Villegas.
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Siles Zuazo declares alternative 
government ‘in hiding’ for Bolivia

BY MARY HELEN SPOONER IN LA PAZ
S R  H E R N A N  S i l e s  Z u a z o ,  w h o  

w o u l d  h a v e  a s s u m e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  

o l  B o l i v i a  y e s t e r d a y  i f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

h a d  n o t  s e i z e d  p o w e r  o n  J u l y  1 7 ,  

h a s  d e c l a r e d  a  c o n s U t u t i o n a l  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  i n  h i d i n g  w i t h  h i s  w o u l d -  

b e  v i c e  -  p r e s i d e n t ,  S r  J a i m e  P a z  

Z a m o r a .

P h o t o c o p i e s  o f  a  s t a t e m e n t  b e a r  

i n g  S r  S i l e s ’  s i g n a t u r e  h a v e  b e e n  

c i r c u l a t e d  b y  h a n d  i n  L a  P a z .  T h e  

d e c l a r a t i o n  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e s i d e n ­

c y  o l  S r a  L i d i a  G u e i l e r ,  t h e  i n t e r i m  

P r e s i d e n t  d e p o s e d  b y  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  o f f i c i a l l y  e n d e d  y e s t e r ­

d a y ,  B o l i v i a ' s  I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y .  

F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  n e w  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  i n  h i d i n g  w a s  m a k i n g  i t s  a n ­

n o u n c e m e n t  t h i s  d a t e .

C i t i n g  t h e  n o r m s  o f  B o l i v i a ' s  c o n -  • 

s t i t u t i o n ,  S r  S i l e s  s a i d  h i s  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  c o n s i d e r e d  i t s e l f  t h e  l e g i t i  

m a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  B o l i v i a n  

p e o p l e  a n d  w o u l d  s e e k  s u p p o r t  

f r o m  “ a l l  d e m o c r a t i c  f o r c e s ’  s u c h  a s  

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  c o n g r e s s  a n d  l a b o u r  

u n i o n s  w h i c !  w e r e  d i s m a n t l e d  b y  

t h e  m i l i U t r y  r e g i m e  o f  G e n  L u i s  

G a r c i a  M e z a .

S r  S i l e s  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  m a n a g e d  

t o  meet s e c r e t l y  w i t h  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a n t  B o ­

l i v i a n  w o r k e r s  c e n t r a l  (COB) t o  c o ­

o r d i n a t e  o l a n s  f o r  a  e n v e r r . n c n l  i n  

h i d i n g .  T h e  f u t u r e  s u c c e s s  o i  m i s  

s c h e m e  will d e p e n d  u p o n  t h e  c l a n ­

d e s t i n e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g a i n  

r e c o g n i t i o n  a b r o a d .  L i k e l y  s u p p o r t ­

e r s  i n c l u d e  N i c a r a g u a ,  w h e r e  S r  

P a z  Z a m o r a  r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  t h e  

a n n i v e r s a r y  o l  t h e  overthrow  o f  t h e  

A n a s L a s i o  S o m o z a  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  a s  

r e p r e s c n t u U v e  o f  t h e  w o u l d - b e  c i v i l ­

i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  B o l i v i a .  N i c a r a -  

p u s  h a s  b r o k e n  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  

G a r c i a  M e z a  r e g i m e  a l o n g  w i t h  

E c u a d o r ,  a  m e m b e r  o i  t h e  f i v e - n a ­

t i o n  A n d e a n  E c o n o m i c  G r o u p ,  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  B o l i v i a .

E c u a d o r ,  P e r u ,  C o l o m b i a  a n d  

V e n e z u e l a  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  s a n e  

l i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  G a r c i a  M e z a  r e ­

g i m e  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o l  

• h e  S i l e s  c l a n d e s t i n e  g o v e r n m e n t  

s e e m s  a  s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f u -

,ure- • . .  i
M e a n w h i l e ,  G e n  .  a r c i a  M e z a  h a s  

m o v e d  t o  q u a s h  r u m o u r s  o l  d i v i ­

s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r m y ' s  v a r i o u s  r e g ­

i m e n t s  b y  v i s i t i n g  t h e  T a r a p a c a  r e ­

g i m e n t .  w h i c h  w a ;  s a i o  t o  b e  f o r -  

m e n l i n g  a  c o u n l c r t - o u p  a g a i n s t  t h e  

t h r e e - w e e k  o l d  r e g i m e .
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February 9, 1981

Senator Brad Bradley 
A l a s k a  S ta t e S e n a t e  
Juneau, A l a s k a

Dear Senator Bradley:

I am pleased to provide you with materials concerning the present 
situation in Bolivia. I appreciate your interest in this critical 
matter, and I wish you the best of luck with your bill in the Alaska 
State Legislature.

Enclosed you will find a letter circulated to my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives soliciting support for the Resolution. Also,
I have provided a copy of the testimony I submitted to the House 
Foreign Affairs Suboonmittce on International Organizations. As you 
may know, the Subcommittee (which is Chaired by Representitive Don Bonker, 
from Washington) unanimously approved the Resolution and reported it to 
the full Committee. Finally, I am sending a copy of the version of 
the bill which was re-introduced in the 97th Congress just last week.
I hope you find these materials useful.

Again, Senator, I thank you for your interest in this matter. Please 
let no know how your bill fares in the Alaska Legislature.

Sincerely,

RLO/sji
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Dear Colleague:
•j.j. v.v i-i. i.-- -.-V 1 ■

In the last session of Congress, I introduced House Resolution 774, which 
concerns the terrifying situation in Bolivia. The regime that overthrew Bolivia's 

:*1. democratic process has been marked by the violation of human rights including mass
• ffi' arrests, torture 6f prisoners, seizure and censorship of newspapers, and the 1 ''' 

intimidation of American citizens. 1 Also, there is overwhelming evidence to ■ 
suggest that ma-'. . leaders of the regime play an integral role in an international 

J-..:'cocaine conspir v y. ' • ■ ‘ . i

On July 17, 1980, the Bolivian military halted Bolivia's movement towards 
■ ' democracy1 by overthrowing a civilian interim government in the process of

elections when it became apparent that-the ne>:t President would be a longstanding 
advocate of constitutional and democratic rule. ’ ‘ .

.vt ou— . - vs.-
Since then, the regime lias engaged in a massive and brutal attack on the Human 

rights of all people in Bolivia, including the American cormunity. American and 
foreign journalists have been detained and harassed. Our own citizens, including'

■ diplomatic personnel,'have had their lives threatened and their property destroyed.
The .$tate Department has advised me that the Bolivian regime has not subsided in 1 
its brutality, as evidenced by the murders of ten people (including an unidentified

'r.-bf.:- ' f Americah> 'according to the New York Times) two weeks ago. ’

i ■ i.>~The-.-disturbing incident that brought this situation to my attention was the 
.i.: brrest an& theedetention of two priests from tlie Marykroil Mission in Ossining,

New York, which.is in my district. Despite their subsequent release, these priests 
:.were subject to such harassment by the regime that they were forced to leave Bolivia.

Wl'.l

In response.to tliese developments, the State Department cancelled $47 million hi 
econanpc aid and suspended another $36 million of assistance. All military aid 
'Wa3 tormina ted.- ,0ur Ambassador to Bolivia, Marvin Weissman-, was recalled to 
Washington and has not returned to lo Paz. Our embassy staff was reduced to a 
minimum. There have been no official policy level contacts since the coup.

;;-'And the Drug Enforcement Agency, citing lack of cooperation by the Bolivian 
authorities, is no longer functioning in Bolivia.

' M r 1 i-?*i V  1 • ,. Mi VV“ ' '! • ViT : * , -
.The bill-yi introduced last August nv«ke3 a strong statement in support of 

American policy with respect to Bolivia. It suggests that the President 
continue the curtailment ol: military and ccorvmic assistance and the reduced 
official United States, presence in Bolivia until the regime takes certain corrective 
actions. This expression of congressional support will strenghthen tlie hand of 

,yi the.State Department 'in dealing with.the Bolivian government.
• n i l . . :  ' s* • J * ■ . •

ilcuse Resolution 774 was reported unanimously by the House Foreign Affairs 
Sulxxmmittee on International Organizations a few weeks before tlie House adjourned 
in December. I intend to iuintroduce the rcsolui'on in the ocming week. If you 
wish to cosponsor, of if you have any questions, please'do not hesitate to oontact 
Steve Israel at 5-6506.

Sincerely,

/ L L J O i& l

FDO/sji *' Richard L. Ottinger
Member of Congress



S T A T E M E N T  O F  T H E  H O N O R A B L E  R I C H A R D  L. O T T I N G E R

B E F O R E  T H E

S U B C O M M I T T E E  O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

________________________________ N o v e m b e r  20 , 1980_________________________________

Mr. C h a i r m a n  a n d  M e m b e r s  of t h e  S u b c o m m i t t e e ,  I w o u l d  

l i k e  to t h a n k  y o u  for this o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m m e n t  o n  m y  

p r o p o s e d  r e s o l u t i o n ,  H o u s e  R e s o l u t i o n  774, w h i c h  c o n c e r n s  

t h e  t r a g i c  s i t u a t i o n  in B o l i vi a . T h e  n e w - r e g i m e  t h a t  o v e r t h r e w  

B o l i v i a ' s  d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s ,  h a s  b e e n  m a r k e d  b y  the v i o l a t i o n  

of h u m a n  r i g h t s  i n c l u d i n g  m a s s  a r r e s t s ,  t o r t u r e  of p r i s o n e r s ,  

s e i z u r e  and c e n s o r s h i p  cf n e w s p a p e r s ,  a n d  the i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  

A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s .

O n  J u l y  17, 1980, t he B o l i v i a n  m i l i t a r y  h a l t e d  B o l i v i a ' s  

m o v e m e n t  t o w a r d s  d e m o c r a c y  b y  o v e r t h r o w i n g  a c i v i l i a n  i n t e r i m  

g o v e r n m e n t  in t he p r o c e s s  of e l e c t i o n s  w h e n  it b e c a m e  

a p p a r e n t  t ha t t he n e x t  P r e s i d e n t  w o u l d  be a l o n g s t a n d i n g  

a d v o c a t e  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  rule.

S i n c e  then, t h e  r e g i m e  h as engfiged in a m a s s i v e  a n d  b r u t a l  

a t t a c k  on t h e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f  a ll p e o p l e  in B o l i v i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o m m u n i t v .  A m e r i c a n  a n d  f o r e i g n  j o u r n a l i s t s  h a v e  

b e e n  d e t a i n e d  a n d  h a r a s s e d .  O u r  o w n  c i t i z e n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

d i p l o m a t i c  p e r s o n n e l ,  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  

t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  d e s t r o y e d .  T h e  d i s t u r b i n g  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  b r o u g h t  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  to m y  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  the a r r e s t  a n d  the d e t e n t i o n  

o f  two p r i e s t s  f r o m  t h e  M a r y k n o l l  M i s s i o n  in O s s i n i n g ,  N e w  York, 

w h i c h  is in m y  d i s t r i c t .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t  r e l e a s e ,  t h es e 

p r i e s t s ,  w h o  d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  to i m p r o v i n g  the l ot o f  t h e  

poor,, w e r e  s u b j e c t  to such h a r a s s m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  f o r c e d

- M o r e -



t o  l e a v e  Bo li v i a .  *

In r e s p o n s e  to t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  the S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

c a n c e l l e d  $47 m i l l i o n  in e c o n o m i c  a i d  a nd s u s p e n d e d  a n o t h e r  

$36 m i l l i o n  of a s s i s t a n c e .  A l l  m i l i t a r y  aid w a s  t e r m i n a t e d .  

O u r  A m b a s s a d o r  to B o l i v i a ,  M a r v i n  W e i s s m a n  w a s  r e c a l l e d  to 

W a s h i n g t o n  and o u r  e m b a s s y  s t a f f  wa s r e d u c e d  to a m i n i m u m .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n o  o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y - l e v e l  c o n t a c t s  s i n c e  t h e  

•coup.

H. Res. 774 m a k e s  a s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t  in s u p p o r t  of t h e s e  

p o l i c i e s .  W e  c a n n o t  sit s i l e n t  a s  A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s  are 

t h r e a t e n e d .  We c a n n o t  s it s i l e n t  w h e n  d e m o c r a t i c  p r i n c i p l e s
I

a r e  so b l a t a n t l y  v i o l a t e d .  W e  c a n n o t  c o n t i n u e  the free f l o w

o f  a id to r e c i p i e n t  n a t i o n s  t h a t  e m b a r k  o n  p o l i c i e s  w h i c h  
•*

c o n t r a d i c t  o u r  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t s .

T h i s  b i l l  e n a b l e s  us to s e n d  a c l e a r  s i g n a l  to t h e  w o r l d  

t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  not 

s u p p o r t  f o r e i g n  g b v e r n m e n t s  t h a t  e n g a g e  in c r i m e s  of s u c h  

a h e i n o u s  n a t u r e .  It is h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  

S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  h a n d  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  B o l i v i a  to r e t u r n  to 

t h e  r o a d  t o w a r d s  d e m o c r a c y ,  a r o a d  t h a t  w a s  t r a g i c a l l y  

s i d e - s t e p p e d  on J u l y  17th.

T h a n k  you.



• . .SEVERE CURTAILMENT CF ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, AND THE! REDUCED OFFICIAL UNITED STATES 
PRESENCE IN BOLIVIA UNTIL THE REGIME TAKES CERTAIN CORRECTIVE ACTIONS.

Choreas the military regime headed by General Luis Garcia. Meza has interrupted Bolivia's 
Progress towards democracy' and constitutional government by forcefully overthrowing a civilian 
jovemment on July 17, 1980;

* •
Chereas the new Bolivian regime has engaged in miss arrests, torture, executions, censorship, 
repression of civil rights, religious harassment, repression of trade unions, and widespread 
violence inflicted upon the people of Bolivia; . _  . . .. * ............... .

'Jhereas the Bolivian regime arrested without charges two American preists from the Mary knoll 
iission in OSsining, New York, Father William J. Coy and Father John C, Moyrdhan, and has 
rubjected them to continual harassment since their release;

vnereas the Bolivian regime has detained and harassed journalists from other countries, including 
correspondents frcm the United States; .

niereas the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States has condemned the 
interruption of the democratic process and human rights in Bolivia; - .> ; ..... -m

•Pereas the United States has taken significant steps against the regime in Bolivia, including' 
laminating military assistance, severely curtailing economic assistance, and reducing the 
official United States presence in La Paz, the capital of Bolivia; . i

vnereas a mission of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions was detained and. 
uncreated by Bolivian authorities;' . . •.

Jhereas the Inter American Commission on Human Rights has officially deplored the Bolivian 
-ogime for failing to respond to its request to visit Bolivia; .....

•Jhereas the United Nations International Labor Organization lias conducted an investigation 
>f trade union rights, in Bolivia; . . . . .  . , r..... r.

i t  ,  * *

'Jhereas coirmercial banks and international financial institutions continue to provide 
substantial financial resources to Bolivia in spite of. international condemnation of the 
Bolivian reg'me; • . . *...

Chareas the Bolivian regime has significant connections with well established drug traffickers;
»

■Jhereas Amnesty International lias estimated that at least 1,000 arrests have been made in 
Bolivia since July 17, 1980, and many are still in detention, and has requested that 
die new Eolivian regime compile and release without delay a list of those persons 
Imprisoned or killed since the regime assumed power on that date: New, therefore, be it

aESOLCVED, That the President should not reestablish at a normal level an official 
Jnited States presence in Bolivia, and the President should not furnish any of the military 
ir economic assistance to Bolivia which has been terminated since the new Bolivian regime 
'ssumed power on July 17, 1980, unless the President determines that—

f

(1) civil and other human rights hove been restored to the people of Bolivia;

(2) the Bolivian regime has committed itself not to arrest, harass, or intimidate
United States citizens for political reasons, including United States 
missionaries still in Bolivia;

*
(3) the Eolivian regime ha3 restored the democratic process in Bolivia; and

(4) the reported involvement of members of the new Bolivian regime in international
drug conspiracies has been properly assessed, ... :
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