


3/3/81 FURTHER: FINANCE

(5)
Date: __________________

Mr. Speaker:

The Committee on STATE AFFAIRS______________ has had VC? V_______

Relating to the preservation of the House of Wickersham.

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ ' ]  d o p a s s  [ ] d o n o t p a s s

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s )
[ ] same title

[ ] replace with CS for __________________________________________ [ ] new title

and recommends ___  __________________________________________________

[ ] AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

[ ] reports it back without recommendation

[ ] referred to the ___________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

V
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W H E R E A S  a significant portion of A l a ska's h i s t o r y  is 
»

r e c o r d e d  d u r i n g  the years 1900 through 1930 only i n  the 

diaries and papers and manuscripts of Alaska's p i o n e e r  judge, 

James W i c k e r s h a m ;  and

W H E R E A S  the House of Wickersham, loca'ted in Juneau, 

Alaska, is also of major h i s torical significance as it was 

the first large home built in Alaska after tie p u r c h a s e  from 

Rus s i a  and is a fine example of Victorian a r c h i t e c t u r e  of the 

period and is built on the site of the N e w  Boston Gold M i n i n g  

Claim and was owned first by the principals of the T r e a d w e l l  

Mine and was later acquired by Judge Wic k e r s h a m  as his home; 

and t  • •

WH E R E A S  the House of W i c k e r s h a m  is c e r t i f i e d  on the 

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of Historic Places and the p r i v a t e  c o l l e c­

tion of h i s t o r i c  papers is of major proportion a l o n g  w i t h  

the h i s t o r i c  photo files and artifacts; and

W H E R E A S  the histories of Nome, the Aleutians, Fairbanks, 

Eagle, Anchorage, Mt. McKinley, Valdez, Skagway, Wrar.Jell, 

Sitka, K e t c h i k a n  and Juneau are preserved and r e p r e s e n t e d  in 

these early documents, m a k i n g  the W i c k e r s h a m  c o l l e c t i o n  of 

major s t a t e w i d e  importance; and

R E S OLUTION

"HOUSE OF WICKERSHAM"



W H E R E A S  in years past most of the m a j o r  p r i v a t e  h i s t o r i c  

collections h a v e  b e e n  sold off or moved out of A l a s k a  being 

lost forever to future generations; and b e c a u s e  this is p r o b­

ably the last and m o s t  important and largest private A l a s k a n a  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l e c t i o n  remaining; and

W H E R E A S , in J u n eau's centennial year, it seems appro- 

private that this his t o r i c a l  treasure of our state should b e  

recognized and preserved for the benefit of all A l a s k a n s  n o w  

and in ce n t u r i e s  to come;

N O W  T H E R E F O R E  BE IT RESOL V E D  that the Alaska V i s itors 

Association, acti n g  on the sponsorship and r e q u e s t  o f  the 

Juneau Chapter of AVA, recommends to the Governor and a p p r o­

priate State officials, and to each member o f  the Legislature, 

and the A l a s k a  Congressional Delegation that negoti a t i o n s  be 

commenced for the State to acquire the h i s t o r i c  r e a l * p r o p e r t y  

known as the House of W i c k e r s h a m  and the W i c k e r s h a m  collection 

of documents, phctos, diaries, ani artifacts; and

BE IT FURT H E R  RESOLVED that the State initiate a plan 

to r e s tire the heme and preserve the do c u m e n t s  in proper 

h i s t o r i c  and m u s e u m  quality p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  to a l l o w  historians, 

scholars, and all Alask a n s  to vi«_,tf and share this h i s toric 

treasure, and

BE IT F U R T H E R  RESOLVED that the above resolution w o u l d  

be d i s t r i b u t e d  tc ail he above na m e d  individuals.



  ' - - • •

ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION

March 4, 1981

Honorable Mike Miller 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Miller:

The attached "House of Wickersham" Resolution was passed by 
the Alaska Visitors Association Board of Directors at their 
meeting in Juneau, February 23, 1981.

We respectfully draw it to your attention and request any 
assistance you may be able to offer in the implementation of 
this resolution.

Sincerely,

ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION

Post Office Box 2220 
A nchorage, Alaska 99510 

(907) 279-4116

P/ease re p ly  to :

Tourism 
Is evtrybsdy’s 

business.

RK:GW/bl 

Attachment



RESOLUTION NO. 6

SUBJECT: "HOUSE OF WICKERSHAM"

WHEREAS, a significant portion of Alaska's documented and 

written history during the years 1900 through 1930 is recorded 

only in the diaries and papers and manuscripts of Alaska's 

pioneer' judge, James Wickersham; and

WHEREAS, the House of Wickersham, located in Juneau,

Alaska, is itself also of major historical significance because 

it probably is the first large home built in Alaska after the 

purchase from Russia and is a fine example of Victorian archi­

tecture of the period and is built upon the site of the New 

Boston Gold Mining Claim and was owned first by the principals 

of the Treadwell Mine and was later acquired by Judge Wickersham 

as his home; and

WHEREAS, the House of Wickersham is certified on the 

National Register-1 of Historic Places and the private collection 

of historic documents, diaries and papers is of major signifi­

cance along with the historic photo files and artifacts; and

WHEREAS, the histories of N o m e , the Aleutians, Fairbanks, 

Eagle, Anchorage, Mt. McKinley, Valdez, S k a g w a y 5 Wrangell,

Sitka, Ketchikan and Juneau are preserved ana represented in 

these eariy documents, making the Wickersham collection of 

major statewide importance; and

WHEREAS, in years past most of the major private historic 

collections have been sold off or moved out of Alaska being lost 

forever to future generations; and because this is probably the 

last and single most important and largest private Alaskana his­

torical collection remaining; and



WHEREAS, it seems appropriate that this historical treasure 

of our state should be recognized and preserved for the benefit 

of all Alaskans now and in centuries to come;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors 

of the Alaska Visitors Association, acting on the sponsorship and 

request of the Juneau Chapter of AVA, recommends to the Governor 

and appropriate state officials, and to each member of the Legis­

lature, and the Alaska Congressional Delegation that negotiations 

be commenced for the State to consider the acquisition of the 

historic real property known as the House of Wickersham and the 

Wickersham collection of documents, photos, diaries and artifacts 

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate state officials 

be requested to coordinate with the various federal government 

agencies and private foundations who have grants and matching 

funds for such historical restoration and preservation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the State consider the implemen­

tation of an appropriate plan coordinated to restore the home 

and preserve the documents to allow historians, scholars and all 

Alaskans and visitors to Alaska to view and share this historic 

treasure; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the abc ve Resolution be distri­

buted to all the above named state administration, legislative 

and congressional officials.
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