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A M E N D M E N T

Of f e r e d  in  th e  HOUSE:

To; amend_____

Pa g e :

Page 1, line  20:

DeUfce "1341 - 1961" and insert "1942 - 62"

Pagel1, 1ine 21:

Delete "1955" and insert "1954"

Page 4, following line  7:

Insert a new section to read:

"Sec. lu .17.070. APPLICABILITY. The provisions of th is  chapter 
apply only to those veterans who l iv e  in Alaska and who have resided 
continuously for at least a year in the staio and who establish, 

acc ccording to guidelines adopted by the department, a reasonable bases
for believing that they were exposed to

(1) nucleea radiation as a result of above-ground nuclear 
weapons testing between the years 1942 and 1962 in the continental 
Urtfted States or Pa c if ic  Ocean;

(2) nuclear radiation as a member of the United States 
occupation force at Hiroshima or NagasJIM, -Japan, following World 
War II,

(3) chemical or b io logica l warfare agents between 1954 arid 
5969, either with the ir Informed consent or through undisclosed 
experimentation while serving at the following m ilita ry  bases in the 
continental United States and A la s k a

A) Fort. Dietrich:
[1) Fort Greely;]

(C) Dugway Proving Ground;
([)) Rocky Mountain Arsenal; or
(E) any other m ilita ry  base confirmed to be a s ite  where active

testing or experimentation with chemical or b io log ica l agents has 
been conducted,

(4) a chemical defo liant or any of a class of phenoxy-herbicides
or other causative agent, including Agent orange, while serving in
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, or Thailand, or waters contiguous to
those countries, between August 4, 1964, and April 1, 1973."]

Page 44

By : .  State A ffa irs

.HOUSE BILL No. sshc 6^

SENATE BILL No. ___________

L i n e : ___________
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O f f e r e d  in t h e  H OUSE :  By :
To:________________________ HOUSE BILL No.

SENATE BILL No. _____________

Pa g e : _____________________  L i n e : _____________

Page
Page 4, lines 15 - 19:

Delete a l l  material and insert:

"(4) veteran means a personahbnorably separated from the m ilitary  
service of the United States who served on active duty for other than 
training purposes for at least 90 days or whoso service was for less 
than 90 days because of injury or d is a b i l i t y  incurred in the line of 

■duty."

Page 3, l ine  29:

Delete "facetIssue biopsiGGS','"



Offered in the HOUSE By Rogers

TO: SSIIB 663

Page 1, line 20:

Delete ”1941 - 1961“ and insert '1942 - 1962”

Page 1, line 21 ■y:

I
Delete ”1955” and Insert ”1954"

Page 4 f following line 7:

Insert a new section to read:

”Scc. 18.17.070. APPLICABILITY. The provisions of this chapter 

apply only to those veterans who have resided continuously

for at least a year in the state and who establish, according to 

guidelines adopted by the department, a reasonable basis for believing 

that they were exposed to

v/eapona testing betv/een the years 1942 and 1962 in the continental 

United States or Pacific O c e a n »

(?) nuclear radiation as a member of the United States 

occupation force at Hiroshima or Nagasaki, Japan, following World War

(1) nuclear radiation as a result of above-ground nuclear

11]

19G& , ' either with their informed consent or through undisclosed experi-



mentation while serving at the following military bases in the conti- 
' • .

nental United States and Alaska

i* 'i ; ■
•i.'ifr 1

(A) Fort Dietrich;

(B) Fort Greelyj

(C) Dugway Proving Ground;

(D) Rocky Mountain Arsenal; or
v - • ' - •’ • ' • . . • . ’ : •

(E) any other military base confirmed to be a site 
*  j . ‘

where active testing or experimentation with chemical or biologi-

cal agents has been conducted;

(4) a chemical defoliant or any of a class of phcnoxy-herbi- 

cic’es or other causative agent, including Agent Orange, whilr serving
' ' ’'' ' ' . v '

in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos., or Thailand, or waters contiguous to those 

countries, between August 4, 1964, and April 1, 1973."

Page 4, lines 15 - 19:

Delete all material and insert:

"(4) veteran means a person honorably separated from the 

military service of the United States who served on active duty for 

other than training purposes for at least 90 days or whose service was 

for less than 90 days because of injury or disability incurred in the 

line of duty.”



A M E N D M E N T

Offered in the HOUSE: By: Rogers

To: ssJOUSE BILL No. 663

SENATE BILL No. ____
\

Page: ____3________________________________Line: 29

D e l e t e  " f a t  t i s s u e  b i o p s i e s , "
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A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  in  th e  HOUSE: By : Rogers

T o : _____________________ss_H0USE BILL No. 663

SENATE BILL No. ____

Page: 1____________________  Line:  2

D e l e t e  " f a t  t i s s u e  b i o p s i e s , "

H 70



A  H  E II P M  E  II T

O f f e r e d  in the H O U S E  By R o g e r s

TO: SSI1B 663

P a g e  1, l i n e  20:

D e l e t e  ”1941 - 1 9 6 1” a n d  i n s e r t  ”194 2  - 1 9 6 2”

P a g e  1, l i n e  21;

D e l e t e  ”1 9 5 5” a n d  i n s e r t  ”1 9 5 4”

Pa g e  4, follov;ing l i n e  7:

I n s e r t  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to  r e ad:

"Sec. 1 8 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th i s  c h a p t e r  

a p p l y  o n l y  to t h o s e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  h a v e  a irtH H s e  r e s i d e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

f o r  at l e a s t  a y e a r  in the s t a t e  a n d  w h o  e s t a b l i s h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

g u i d e l i n e s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t , a r e a s o n a b l e  b a s i s  f o r  b e l i e v i n g  

t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  e x p o s e d  to

(1) n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n  as a r e s u l t  o f  a t o v e - g r o u n d  n u c l e a r  

w e a p o n s  t e s t i n g  b e t w e e n  the y e a r s  1942 r id 1 9 6 2  in the c o n t i n e n t a l  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or P a c i f i c  O c e a n ;

(2) n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n  as a m e m b e r  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e  at H i r o s h i m a  or N a g a s a k i ,  J a p a n ,  f o l l o w i n g  W o r l d  W a r  

I I ;
(3) c h e m i c a l  or b i o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e  a g e n t s  b e t w e e n  1 9 4 2  a n d  

1962, e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  or t h r o u g h  u n d i s c l o s e d  e x p e r i -



m e n t a t i o n  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  at the follcwi. g m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  i n  the c o n t i­

n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  A l a s k a

(A) Fo r t  D i e t r i c h ;

(15) F o r t  C-reely;

(C) B u g w a y  P r o v i n g  G r o u n d ;

(D) R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  A r s e n a l ;  or

(£) a n y  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  c o n f i r m e d  to be a s i t e  

w h e r e  a c t i v e  t e s t i n g  or e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  c h e m i c a l  or b i o l o g i­

cal a g e n t s  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d ;

(A) a c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i a n t  or a n y  of  a c l a s s  o f  p h e n o x y - h e r b i -

c i d e s  or o t h e r  c a u s a t i v e  agent, i n c l u d i n g  A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g

in V i e t n a m ,  C a m b o d i a  L,..os, or T h a i l a n d ,  or w a t e r s  c o n t i g u o u s  to t h o s e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  b e t w e e n  A u g u s t  A, 1 9 A A , a n d  A p r i l  1, 1 9 7 3 . "

Pa g e  A, l i n e s  15 - 19:

D e l e t e  all m a t e r i a l  and insert:

"(4) v e t e r a n  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  h o n o r a b l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  the 

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h o  s e r v e d  on a c c i v e  d u t y  for 

o t h e r  than t r a i n i n g  p u r p o s e s  for at l e a s t  90 d r y s  or w h o s e  s e r v i c e  w a s  

for less t h a n  90 days b e c a u s e  o f  i n j u r y  or d i s a b i l i t y  i n c u r r e d  in the 

l i n e  of d u t y . "

- 2 -
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A M E N D M E N T

O f f e r e d  i n  the H O U S E By  R o g e r s

TO: S S H B  663

P a g e  1, l i n e  20:

D e l e t e  " 1 9 4 1  - 1 9 6 1 "  a n d  i n s e r t  ”194 2  - 1 9 6 2”

P a g e  1, lin.-n 21:

D e l e t e  ”1 9 5 5” a n d  i n s e r t  ”1 9 5 4”

P a g e  4, f o l l o w i n g  l i n e  7:

I n s e r t  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

"Sec. 1 8 . 1 7 . 0 7 0 .  A P P L I C A B I L I T Y .  The, p r o v i s i o n s  of  this c h a p t e r  

a p p l y  o n l y  to t h o s e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  h a v e  .mulli, mfrni r e s i d e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  

for at l e a s t  a y e a r  i n  the s t a t e  a n d  w h o  e s t a b l i s h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

g u i d e l i n e s  a d o p t e d  by  the d e p a r t m e n t ,  a r e a s o n a b l e  b a s i s  for b e l i e v i n g  

that t h e y  w e r e  e x p o s e d  to

w e a p o n s  t e s t i n g  b e t w e e n  the y e a r s  1 9 4 2  a n d  1 9 6 2  in the c o n t i n e n t a l  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  or P a c i f i c  Oce a n ;

o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e  at H i r o s h i m a  or N a g a s a k i ,  Ja p a n ,  f o l l o w i n g  W o r l d  W a r

, e i t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  or t h r o u g h  u n d i s c l o s e d  e x p e r i -

(1) n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n  as a r e s u l t  of a b o v e - g r o u n d  n u c l e a r

(2) n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n  as a m e m b e r  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s



f

m e n t a t i o n  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  at t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  in the c o n t i­

n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  A l a s k a

(A) F o r t  D i e t r i c h ;

(B) F o r t  G r e e l y ;

(C) D u g v a y  P r o v i n g  G r o u n d ;

(D) R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  A r s e n a l ;  or

(E) a n y  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  b a s e  c o n f i r m e d  to b e  a s i t e  

w h e r e  a c t i v e  t e s t i n g  or e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  c h e m i c a l  or b i o l o g i­

cal a g e n t s  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d ;

(4) a c h e m i c a l  d e f o l i a n t  or a n y  of a c l a s s  of  p h e n o x y - h e r b i -  

c i d e s  or o t h e r  c a u s a t i v e  agent, i n c l u d i n g  A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  

in  V i e t n a m ,  C a m b o d i a ,  L o os, or T h a i l a n d ,  or w a t e r s  c o n t i g u o u s  to t h o s e  

c o u n t r i e s ,  b e t w e e n  A u g u s t  4, 1964, a n d  A p r i l  1, 1 9 7 3 . "

Page 4, l i n e s  15 - 19:

D e l e t e  all m a t e r i a l  and insert:

"(4) v e t e r a n  m e a n s  a p e r s o n  h o n o r a b l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  the 

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  of the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w h o  s e r v e d  on a c t i v e  d u t y  for 

othu.: t h a n  t r a i n i n g  p u r p o s e s  f o r  at l e a s t  90 d a y s  or w h o s e  s e r v i c e  was 

f o r  less t h a n  90 days b e c a u s e  of i n j u r y  or d i s a b i l i t y  i n c u r r e d  in the 

l i n e  of d u t y . "

- 2 -
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REVISED

POSITION PAPER4

SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 663

Sponsor Substitute for House B i l l  No. 663 adds two other categories of 
veterans to the Vietnam group as defined in HB 663. Namely any exposed 
to radiation from above-ground nuclear weapons testing during the years 
1941-1961; and any veterans exposed to chemical and b io logical agents 
during the periods 1955-1969.

The b i l l  would require co llecting and tabulating a l l  veterans who might 
have belonged to one of the afore-mentioned groups; doing epidemiological 
studies on veterans and fam ilies. Furthermore, th is  b i l l  would add children 
of veterans to the genetic screening.

Agent Orange

House B i l l  No. 663 sets up the framework for genetic screening and an epidem­
io log ica l study of the effects of Agent Orange and other chemical defoliants 
and herbicides on Vietnam veterans in Alaska. It also provides for genetic 
counseling and referral assistance in f i l in g  claims to remedy problems caused 
by these agents.

While i t  is clear that exposure to Agent Orange and i t s  effects are issues 
of concern to many Vietnam-era veterans, Alaska lacks the sophisticated 
laboratory capab ility , trained s ta f f ,  and numbers of Vietnam veterans to 
conduct such a study in a manner that would y ie ld  conclusive results. We 
are concerned that in it ia t io n  of such a study would lead veterans to expect 
some de f in it ive  answers on the effects and treatment of Agent Orange. 
Experience of other states and organizations in conducting s im ila r studies 
has not been very successful. We do not want to see a project begun that 
would raise fa lse hopes for a sure outcome.

The Center of Disease Control, the A ir Force, and the Veterans Adminis­
tration are a l l  conducting s im ila r studies at this time. They do not 
expect results for several years. The State of New York determined they 
did not have su ff ic ien t numbers of veterans available to conduct a valid 
epidemiological study. In response to these concerns, a White House Inter­
agency Committee is contracting with IICI.A to develop a major national 
epidemiological study of the effects of Agent Orange and s im ilar substances.

This is an excicing development and i t  is pleasing to see that such a study 
is  being conducted by a re la t ive ly  neutral party for there has been a feeling 
in the past that agencies such as VA and the A ir Force could not be to ta lly  
objective in drawing conclusions.

Epidemiologic research would be extremely costly as cancer and many other 
medical problems are not reportable diseases and would require extensive 
investigation. To contract for such a study w il l  cost a minimum of 300,000 
dollars per annum.

It is estimated there are 24,000 Vietnam Veterans in Alaska. How many of 
them would go to a physician for examination; and how many the physician 
would refer for screening and fat biopsy is very d i f f i c u l t  to calculate. 
Assuming ten percent went to the physician and he referred f i f t y  percent 
for screening/biopsy we are talking about 1200 individuals.



Laboratory analysis is expensive and could be expected to cost approximately 
$1,350.00 per person studied to do and analyze fat biopsies for herbicide 
and chromosome analysis for genetic screening. As the technology to perform 
these sophisticated measures is not well developed, the results would be 
subject to a wide range of interpretation. Defin it ive conclusions and recom­
mendations would not be able to be made.

As information becomes available from these studies, we think i t  is valuable 
to provide for public education concerning the results, but this is several 
years away.

With regard to assistance programs, (Sec. 18.17.060), veterans are already 
receiving some referral aid from the Vets Center and its  s a te l l ite s  and from 
the Veterans Outreach program in Juneau. It would be valuable to have a 
s ta f f  member hired as a central contact and resource person and to provide 
those who come in contact with Vietnam veterans with information about 
available assistance programs. At this time, the genetic effects of chemical 
defoliants and herbicides are not c lear ly  known, so genetic counseling would 
not be appropriate. The other parts of an assistance program: fat biopsies
and genetic screening require sophisticated laboratory equipment and trained 
interpreters and would be of l i t t l e  use except as part of an epidemiological 
study.

Radiation Exposure

This b i l l  w il l require that Alaska attempt to do what the federal government 
has been doing for the past four years in an on-going program with the Depart­
ment of Defense, This program includes location of veterans involved with 
atmospheric nuclear testing, a compilation of records of medical h is tor ies , 
and determination of radiation exposures from existing records or calculation 
of radiation exposures i f  records do not exist. As part of this effort 
there are at least tvo groups outside of the Department of Defense, the 
National Academy of Sciences and the Center for Disease Control, which are 
evaluating the exposures to determine potential for injury based on personnel 
oriented h istories of each test. This is being coordinated by the Nuclear 
Test Personnel Review Program of the Defense Nuclear Agency, D0D. rhis is  
an extensive effort involving an annual expenditure of 6 m illion dollars and 
approximately 170 man years of e ffo rt each year.

In addition to the above effort there is pending federal leg is la t ion  de­
signed to provide assistance to veterans involved with the nuclear testing 
program. At least one law has already passed. On November 3, 1981 President 
Reagan signed Public Law 9772 "Veterans II c lth  Care Training and Small 
Business Loan Act of 1981." In addition to the assistance evident from the 
t i t l e  is  medical assistance to veterans exposed to Agent Orange as well as 
radiation exposure during weapons testing.

Based on information from the Veterans Administration there are 20 thousand 
Alaska veterans who served in a l l  branches of the m ilitary  from World War II 
up through 1960. It has been estimated that during the period of atmospheric 
nuclear testing in this country, 1945-1962, that 200 000 Department of 
Defense personnel, m ilitary and c iv i l ia n ,  were involved. From this ore crn

POSITION PAPER, SSHB 663

Page 2



• V"~(
POSITION PAPER, SSHB 663 
Page 3

estimate that the number of veterans in Alaska who wera involved with our 
nuclear weapons testing is  from 200-300. This agrees very well with the 
number of Alaska veterans, 142, who have contacted the Defense Nuclear 
Agency stating that they were involved with nuclear testing while in the 
service.

Due to the extremely small number of individuals involved and the small 
risk for injury because of the low levels of radiation exposure received, 
i t  would appear to be fu t i le  to attempt an epidemiological study of Alaska 
veterans involved with atmospheric nuclear weapons testing. To compound 
the d i f f ic u l t y ,  the type of il lnesses caused by radiation exposure are not 
spec if ic  to radiation. In the case of cancer, for example, with the high 
incidence of cancer from a l l  other causes combined i t  would not be possible 
t j  reasonably assert that radiation was the cause or even l ik e ly  to be the 
cause in any given situation. It is only s ta t is t ic a l ly  that one can show 
a cause and effect relationship between radiation exposure and cancer.

Chemical and Biological Agents

It is  d i f f i c u l t  to estimate the number of veterans in th is group. There 
would be overlap with the ones under radiation exposure annd the Agent 
Orange group. Similar efforts for case-finding, co llect ing and tabulating 
as in the other two groups would be most d i f f i c u l t  to accomplish.

In summary, to accomplish the above b i l l  would require a s ta f f  of epidemi­
ologists or a large contract of more than $300,000 annual J.y plus three 
positions for co llect ing , analyzing and reporting. Necessary research is

the State sponsor another 
be supportive of these other 
e and appropriate rather than

being done nationally and we do not recommend 
project. We think the State of Alaska should 
projects and partic ipate in them where possib 
funding a separate smaller program.

We therefore recommend '.bis b i l l  not he enacted.

•»/*» i<T Jh / ’

F T ’S. * RaboaiT. MVnT n free tor" 
Division of Public Health

.  J ± h . / '/ * * ■ -_______

Recommended by:

Date:

Approved by:

Date:

  _
Helen D. Iloirne, Commissioner
Department of Health and

Social Services

_ _ _ 2  - 0 3  —



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFT ! LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

Bill/Resolution No. Sponsor Substitute for House B i l l  No. 663
T it le  "An Act re lating to reports concerning veterans who may have been exposed...
Requested b y  Commissioner's O ffice Date 2/2/82______

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Ag e n c y  Affected Department of Health and Social S e r v i c e s _________
Program Category Affected Health/Public Health    . . ... . ,
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected Comrn’ii cable Disease Contro I/bpidennology 

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-itern 
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 122.J 134. R 1'18-Q 179.0
200 TRAVEL 20?C 22.0 24.2

Igjj.g
29.3

300 CONTRACTUAL 1928.0 2128.0 2332.9 2566.2 2822,7 .
400 COMMODITIES 2.0 2.2 2.4 2.1 2.9
500 EQUIPMENT

LAND Sc STRUCTURES
7.0 7.7 8.5 9.3 10.2

600
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL 2079.3 2294.4 2516.0 2767.6 3044.1

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

2079.3 2294.3 2516.0 7767:6 3044.1

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 3 3 .3 3 3 .
PART TIME
T EMPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III) 

All in f la t ion  0 10%

A.
B.

C.

D.

Epidemio1ogi cn1 Con tract $300.0
Posit ions(3)
(2) Nurse Epidemiologists 99.0
(1) Clerk Typist 111 23.3

Travel 20.0
Contractual 8.0
Commodities 2.0
Equipment 7.0

$159.3
Genetic screening/fat biopsies

1200 x 1350 = $1620.0
Total $2079.3

i J

' $ e t m

IV. DATE 2/3/82_______________ PREPARED BY fi. S. Raheau. M. I).   J  C_Q
AGENCY pept. n f Health A Social -Spru.ir-tis  H

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE '16[>-3090_____ V
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)



L a s  V e g a s — The American Medica l 
Association has urged physicians to 
help collect information on the effects 
on man o f exposure to TCDD , the con­
taminant in agent orange.

The association, in approving a 
report by its council on scientific affairs, 
also recommended that all physic ians 
be alerted to chloracne—the only doc­
umented effect so far—and to the "pos­
sible signs and adverse effects o f TCDD  
exposure.”

The council report, actually prepared 
by an outside advisory group whose 
membership included Dr. Nelson Irey, ( 
head of the registry of tissue reactions to 
drugs at the Armed Forces Institutes o f | 
Pathology, now is A M A ’s offic ia l posi- j 
tion on the agent orange issue.

Veterans Administration delegate to ' 
A M A ’s interim meeting here, chief 
medical director Dr. Donald L. Custis, 
called the report the best summary o f | 
sc ien tif ic  know ledge abou t agent 
orange that he has seen.

The report notes that on herbicide 
mixture of 2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic 
ac id  (2,4-D) and 2,4,5-trichloro- 
phenoxyacetic acid (2,4,5-T')—the m ix­
ture known as agent orange—was 
sprayed over certain areas of Vietnam 
during the latter stages o f the conflict in 
that country.

S im ilar mixtures, it stntes, have been 
used in the United States for years for 
forestry management, lawn weed con­
tro l and farming.

In addition, the report notes that 
numerous persons have been exposed to 
phenoxy herbicides during the course of 
their employment.

The report says .hat despite allega­
tions by Vietnam veterans and others 
involved in accidental industria l expo­
sures, t l i t re  is "very little substnntivc 
evidence" to link phenoi.y herbicide 
compounds with such effects as mulig- 
nnncy, spontaneous abortion, birth 
defects and other illnesses.

TCDD , rd iox in ,the contnminuntin 
agent o ran p , was discovered in 1957 
when workmen involved in the manu­
facture o f TCP (2,4,5-trichlorophcnol, 
a precursor of agent orange) developed 
chloracne, the report relates.

About 20 years ago the TCD D  level 
in commercially availab le 2,4,5-T was 
anywhere from 1 to 70 parts per mill ion, 
the report says. However, as industry 
became aware o f this contaminant’s 
toxicity, production operations were 
changed to reduce this level, which now 
stands at about .01 to .05 ppm.

The two most pronounced effects of 
chlorinated d ioxins are chloracne, 
found in the rabbit, nude mouse, mon­
key and man, and accumulation of f lu id 
in the pericardium and peritoneal cavity 
of chicks, the report relates.

Chloracne usually occurs within 2 to 
3 weeks o f exposure. I t may clear up 
within several months or persist for as 
long as 30 years. Persons most suscepti­
ble, the report says, are those prone to 
developing acne vulgaris.

Chronic exposure to TCDD , the 
report states, leads to degeneration of 
the liver and thymus in experimental 
animals. Porphyria and weight loss also 
are sometimes seen.

‘O f perhaps more relevance to man 
arc the in v itro  studies on mammalian 
celts—HeLa; Balb-3T3; normal mouse 
fibroblasts; SV 101; virus-transformed 
3T3 mouse fibroblasts, human foreskin 
fibroblasts and normal human lympho­
cytes," the report says.

"No significant growth inhibition in 
the cell cultures nor discernible ultra 
structural changes have been observed 
by electron microscopy."

The report says the teratogenicity and 
fctotoxicity of TC D D  were discovered 
in 1969 in a study o f 2,4,5-Ts biological 
activity. C left palate was linked to expo­
sure in mice, and cystic kidney in the 
mouse nnd rat.

“No conclusive evidence is yet availa­
ble that phenoxy herbicides or TCD D  
arc mutagenic or teratogenic in man," j 
the r :port states.

TCD D  does promote or cause cancer 
in some strains o f rats or mice—usua lly i 
accompanied by considerable toxicity. | 

The report snys the most extensive 
experience in man with TCDD expo­
sure resulted from the Ju ly  1976 indus- ’ 
tria l accident in Sevcso, Ita ly, in which 
more than 37,000 persons potentially 
were exposed to varying doses.

In that incident, TC D D  accidentally 
W0 « released from an ICM ESA  (Indus­
trie Chimichc Meda Socicta Anonima) 
trichlorophcnol synthesis plant when a 
safety d isk  in a steam-heated reactor 
vessel ruptured.

"Two years after the incident 
occurred, the acute and mid-term health 
effects were assessed," the report notes. 
“The mild chloracne, which occurred 
mainly in a small group of children, 
healed quick ly.

“Subclin ical peripheral nerve impair­
ment was reported; there was also some 
liver involvement, but without apparent 
functional disorder. Neither immuno- 
rcsponse nor susceptibili ty to infectious 
diseases was altered."

The report advises that the following 
studies currently are being conducted 
“which may resolve questions on the 
kinds and extent o f  human damage 
from exposure to low levels o f TCDD:" 

•The Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology’s department o f environ­
mental and drug-induced pathology is 
examining biopsy and autopsy tissue of 
Vietnam veterans.

Thus far 152 cases have been 
assessed. Dominant diseases are epider­
mal inclusion cysts and chronic, non­
specific dermatitis 

“I f  any malignancies were to have 
been induced by T< ’DD , they should be 
appearing by now, yet there have been 
no unusual morph dogical features nor 
clustering o f tumoi < by diagnosis or site 
as to implicate agent orange."

•A soft-tissue sarcoma study has 
been proposed that will be conducted 
jo in t ly  by A F IP  and the National 
Cancer Institute.

•The A ir Force is examining 1,200 
personnel involved in actual handling 
and spraying o f agent orange. This 
group and a contro! population of 
20,000 will be followed for 20 years.

•VA has awarded a contract for the 
design o f an epidemiologic study of 
Vietnam veteran' to t in  University of 
California, Lo' A ng le s ,

•About 45.000 Vietnam veterans 
have been examined by VA because of 
concerns expressed about agent orange 

1 exposure. Data on 25,000 have been 
placed in an agent orange registry to be 

1 used to indicate health (rends.
•A chloracne task force has been 

1 established to sepurate true chloracne 
cases from others.

AM A  recommends that these studies 
be expanded "to include cooperative 
engagement o f a l l  in te rna t iona l ly  
known exposure data, as recommended 
by the In te rna t iona l Agency for 
Research on Cancer."

if . $  H  e J  • c i n f



IL ' j . f  I t CL l H

Agerat Orange 
Exam inations 
C on tract Let ■
W a s h i n g t o n — A  Houston , Texas,, 
clinic has won a contract to conduct the 
physicia l exam inations fo r the A ir  • 
Force s tudy o f  pilots who flew agent 
orange spraying missions in Vietnam.

Under terms o f the S5 m ill ion con­
tract, Kelsey-Seybold Clin ic w il l con­
duc t up to 2,400 exams for the study, 
designed to detect possible health 
effects related to xposure to the 
defoliant.

The squadron that f lew the missions, 
the Ranch Hand Unit, was composed of 
more than 1,200 members. The study 
involves a one-to-one matched control 
group fo r the physical examinations.

The A ir  Force contends that the 
Ranch Hand pilots are the most likely 
group to have had significant exposure 
in  Vietnam.

Louis Harris Associates Inc. received 
a separate contract to conduct a health, 
demographic socia l , .and psychological 
survey o f  the group in September.

The  q u e s t io n n a i r e  re s u l t s  a rc  
expected to be in by April, with the 
physicals completed by Sept. 30.

Fo llowup examinations are to be 
continued at regular intervals for 20 
years
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POSITION PAPER

CS for SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 663

CS fo r  Sponsor Substitute for House B i l l  No. 663 adds two other categories 
of veterans to the Vietnam group as defined in HB 663. Namely any exposed 
to radiation from above-ground nuclear weapons testing during the years 
1941-1961: and any veterans exposed to chemical and b io log ica l agents 
during the periods 1955-1969.

The b i l l  would require co llect ing  and tabulating a l l veterans who might 
have belonged to one of the afore-mentioned groups; doing epidemiological 
studies on veterans and fam ilies. Furthermore th is  b i l l  would add children 
of veterans to the genetic screening.

Agent Orange.

House B i l l  No. 663 sets up the framework for genetic screening and an epidem­
io log ica l study of the e ffects of Agent Orange and other chemical defo liants 
and herbicides on Vietnam veterans in Alaska It also provides for genetic 
counseling and referra l assistance in f i l in g  claims to remedy problems caused 
by these agents.

While i t  is  c lear that exposure to Agent Orange and i t s  e ffects  are issues 
of concern to many Vietnam-era veterans. Alaska lacks the sophisticated 
laboratory capab il ity , trained s ta ff ,  and numbers of Vietnam veterans to 
conduct such a study in a manner that would y ie ld  conclusive results. We 
are concerned that in i t ia t io n  of such a study would lead veterans to expect 
some de f in it ive  answers on the effects and treatment of .Agent Orange. 
Experience of other states and organizations in conducting s im ilar studies 
has not been very successful. We do not want to see a project begun that 
would raise fa lse  hopes fo r  a sure outcome.

The Center of Disease Control, the A ir  Force, and the Veterans Adminis­
tration  are a l l  conducting s im ila r studies at th is  time. They do not 
expect results for several years The State of New York determined they 
did not have su f f ic ie n t  numbers of veterans available to conduct a va lid  
epidemiological study In response to these concerns, a White House Inter­
agency Committee is  contracting with UCLA to develop a major national 
epidemiological study of the effects of Agent Orange and s im ila r substances.

This is an exciting development and i t  is pleasing to see that such a study 
is  being conducted by i  re la t iv e ly  neutral party for there has been a feeling 
in the past that agencies such as VA and the A ir Force could not be to ta l ly  
objective in drawing conclusions.

Epidemiologic research would be extremely costly  as cancer and many other 
medical problems are not reportable diseases and would require extensive 
investigation To contract for such a study w il l  cost a minimum of 300,000 
dollars per annum.

It is  estimated there are 24,000 Vietnam Veterans in Alaska. How many of 
them would go to a physician for examination- arid how many the physician 
would refer for screening is  very d i f f i c u l t  to calcu late. Assuming ten 
percent went to the physician and he referred f i f t y  percent for screening 
we are talking about 1200 ind iv idua ls.

sVet



Laboratory analysis is  expensive and could be expected to cost approximately 
$1,000 per person studied to do chromosome analysis for genetic screening.
As the technology to perform these sophisticated measures is  not well developed, 
the results would be subject to a wide range of interpretation. De f in it ive  
conclusions and recommendations would not be able to be made.

As information becomes available from these studies, we think i t  is  v.aluable 
to provide for public education concerning the results, but th is  is  several 
years away.

With regard to assistance programs, (Sec. 18.17.060), veterans are already 
receiving some re fe rra l aid from the Vets Center and i t s  s a te l l i te s  and from 
the Veterans Outreach program in Juneau. It would be valuable to have a 
s ta f f  member hired as a central contact and resource person and to provide 
those who come in contact with Vietnam veterans with information about 
available assistance programs. At th is  time, the genetic e:fects of chemical 
defoliants and herbicides are not c lea r ly  known, so genetic counseling would 
not be appropriate. The other part o f an assistance program: genetic screen­
ing requires sophisticated laboratory equipment and trained interpreters and 
would be.of l i t t l e  use except as part of an epidemiological study.

Radiation Exposure

This b i l l  w il l require that Alaska attempt to do what the federal government 
has been doing fo r  the past four years in an on-going program with the Depart­
ment of Defense. This program includes location of veterans involved with 
atmospheri: nuclear testing, a compilation of records of medical h is to r ie s , 
and determination of radiation exposures from existing records or ca lcu lation 
of radiation exposures i f  records do not exist. As part of this e ffo rt 
there are at least two groups outside of the Department of Defense, the 
National Academy of Sciences and the Center for Disease Control, which are 
evaluating the exposures to determine potential for in jury based on personnel 
oriented h is to r ies  of each test. This is  being coordinated by the Nuclear 
Test Personnel Review Program of the Defense Nuclear Agency, D0D. This is  
an extensive e ffo rt involving an annual expenditure of 6 m ill ion  do llars and 
approximately 170 man years of e ffo rt each year.

In addition to the above effort there is pending federal leg is la t ion  de­
signed to provide assistance to veterans involved with the nuclear testing 
program. At least one law has already passed. On November 3, 1981 President 
Reagan signed Public Law 9772, "Veterans Health Care Training and Small 
Business Loan Act of 1981." In addition to the a'^istance evident from the 
tv t le  is  medical assistance to veterans exposed to Agent Orange as well as 
radiation exposure during weapons testing.

Based on information from the Veterans Administration there are 20 thousand 
Alaska veterans who served in a l l  branches of the m il ita ry  from World War II 
up through 1960. It has been estimated that during the period of atmospheric 
nuclear testing in th is  country, 1945-1962, that 200,000 Department of 
Defense personnel, m il ita ry  and c iv i l ia n ,  were involved. From th is  one can

POSITION PAPER, CS for SSHB 663
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estimate that the number of veterans in Alaska who were involved with our 
nuclear weapons testing is from 200-300. This agrees very well with the 
number of Alaska veterans, 142, who have contacted the Defense Nuclear 
Agency stating that they were involved with nuclear testing while in the 
service.

Due to the extremely small number of ind ividuals involved and the small 
r is k  for in jury because of the low levels of radiation exposure received, 
i t  would appear to be fu t i le  to attempt an epidemiological study of Alaska 
veterans involved with atmospheric nuclear weapons testing. To compound 
the d i f f ic u l t y ,  the type of il lnesses caused by rad iation exposure are not 
spec if ic  to radiation. In the case of cancer, for example, with the high 
incidence of cancer from a l l  other causes combined i t  would not be possible 
to reasonably assert that radiation was the cause or even l ik e ly  to be the 
cause in any given s ituation. It is  only s t a t is t ic a l ly  that one can show 
a cause and effect re lationship between radiation exposure and cancer.

Chemical and B io log ical Agents

It is  d i f f i c u l t  to estimate the number of veterans in th is  group. There 
would be.overlap with the ones under radiation exposure annd the Agent 
Orange group. Similar e fforts  for case-finding, co lle c t ing  and tabulating 
as in the other two groups would be most d i f f i c u l t  to accomplish.

In summary, to accomplish the above b i l l ,  would require a s ta f f  of epidemi­
o log ists or a large contract of more than $300,000 annually plus three 
positions for co lle c t ing , analyzing and reporting. Necessary research is  
being done nationa lly  and we do not recommend the State sponsor another 
project. We think the State of Alaska should be supportive of these other 
projects and part ic ipate  in them where possible and appropriate rather than 
funding a separate smaller program.

POSITION PAPER, CS for SSHB 663
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We, therefore recommend this b i l l  not be enacted,

Recommended by:
E. S. Rabeau, M.D., Director

Date:

Division of T ib l ic  Health

X:/-: , v ,o
I H

m

Approved by: £ £  ____________
J L  Helen D. Beirne, Commissioner 
0 Department of Health and

Social Services

Date: JlJ .
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TH E  LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF A LASKA 
T W E L F T H  LEGISLATURE

AMENDED FISCAL NOTE

request Committee Substitute for
Bi l l/Resolution No. Sponsor Substitute for House B i l l  No. 663
Title "An Act re lat ing to reports cnnrprning ypfprans whn ma 

Commissioner s O ff ice  DateR e q u e s t e d  by_
xe...hepn exposed.

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
A g e n c y  Affected_ Department o f Health and Social Services 

Health/Public HealthP r o g r a m  Category Affected.__________________________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affe c t e d  Communicable Disease Control/Epidemiology 
(Note: If more than one b udget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY- 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 122.3 134.5 148.0 162.8 179.0
200 TR A V E L 20.0 22.0 24.2 26.6 29.3
300 CONTRACTUAL 1508.0 1658.8 1824.7 2007.1 2207.9
400 COMMODITIES 2.0 . 2.2 2.4 2.7 2.9
500 EQUIPMENT - 7.0 7.7 8.5 9.3 10.2
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TO T A L 1659.3 1825.2 2007.8 2008.5 2429.3

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
O T H E R  (Specify Source)

1659.3 1825.2 2007.8 2008.5 2429.3

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 3 3 ... 3 3 3
PA R T  TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note P reparation Instruction, S e c t i o n  III) 

A ll in f la t ion  0 10%

A. Epidemiological Contract
B. Pos i t i  ons(3)

(2) Nurse Epidemiologists 
(1) Clerk Typist III 

Travel 
Contractual 
Commodities 
Equi pment

C. Genetic screening
1200 x 1000

D. Total

$300.0

99.0 
23.3
20.0 
8 .0 
2.0 
7.0

$159.3

$ 1200.0
$1659.3

IV. DATE 2/9/82

Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) 
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)

PREPARED BY E. S. Rabeau. M.n._____________
A GENCY Dept of Health & Social Sprvirps .. L 
PHONE 4155^31)90
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THE FOLLOWING DOCUflENT(S) fLAY NOT FILH 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALITY OF THE 

ORIGINAL.
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THE PRECEDING DOCUMENT(S) MAY NOT FILM 

LEGIBLY BECAUSE OF POOR QUALIT. OF THE 

ORIGINAL.



Chairman
John G . Heubach , Jr.

T he m a t e r i a l  in this p a c k e t  was e d i t e d  b y  the 
M i n n e s o t a  V e t e r a n s  C o a l i t i o n  (MVC) and it was 
r e p r i n t e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  from T i m  Michaels.
We w i s h  to a c k n o w l e d g e  those w h o  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  
factual i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o p i n i o n s  herein.
S u p p o r t  has been f u r n i s h e d  by m a n y  i n d i v i d u a l s  
and g roups  i n c l u d i n g  a g r a n t  to help d i s t r i b u t e  
the film: A g e n t  Orange: A  S t o r y  of D i g n i t y  and 
D o u b t  from the M i n n e s o t a  H u m a n i t i e s  Commission, 
in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the N a t i o n a l  E n d o w m e n t  for ’ 
the H um anities. The findings, c o n clusions, etc.
o.c the film, panel discussion s, and o t h e : grant 
ac t i v i t i e s  do not n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  :he views 
of * he M i n n e s o t a  H u m a n i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  o r  the 
U a t i c n a l  E n d o w m e n t  for the Humanities.  The U.S.
G' ■ uc-.nt r e s erves  a n o n - e x c l u s i v e  liceuse to 
use- w. “prod u c e  for g o v e r n m e n t  purposes, w i t h­
out payn.c -1 , any p u b l i s h a b l e  matter, inc luding 
c o p y r i g h t e d  matter, a r i s i n g  out of g r a n t  activi t i e s  
w h e r e  the g o v e r n m e n t  deems it in its i n t e r e s t  to do 
so. P e r m i s s i o n  to r e p r i n t  any m a t e r i a l  h erein is 
g r u n t e d  by the M i n n e s o J a V e t e r a n s  Coalition.

T h a n k y o u  for y c u r  support. Y o u r  d o n a t i o n  is n e e d e d 1

M.V.C.
2040 Juliet
St. Paul, M N  55105
(612) 690-5557



Issue 
61 2/2
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#1 Minneso ta  Veterans  C o a l i t i o n :  Con tac t  Person;  Tim M i c h a e l s ,  t e l .  # 
6-1771, Rm. 325, S ta te  C a p i t o l ,  S t .  P au l ,  Minnesota 55155

(St. Paul) Minnesota's Senate Veterans Af fa i rs  Committee announced i t s  second 
Agent Grange hearing scheduled for Wednesday, July 9, 1980 at 1:00 p.m. in 
room 15 at the State Capitol . Legislators at the hearing wi l l  hear from the 
State Commissioner and the Minneapolis VAMC Chief of  Staf f  regarding the outcome 
of the i r  recently completed statewide Agent Orange Outreach Program. Latest word 
is  that approximately 11,000 vets nave requested the screening, and that about
4,000 have been screened to date. Ear l ier  results had shown 12 veterans who wera 
manifesting symptoms that were possibly relate to herbicide exposure and 615 vets 
who were cal led back for fol low-up work. The 615 cal led back (out of  3,500 screened) 
were experiencing problems ranging from high blood pressure and dermatological 
problems to l i v e r  disease and chemical dependency. There was one death reported 
which was said to have been non-related to herbicide exposure.

The keynote witness at the upcoming Agent Orange I'.uarir.  ̂ w i l l  be 
Dr. Barclay Shepard, Special Assistant to the Chief Medical Director o f  the VA.
Dr. Shepard was recently named as the replacement for Dr. Haber as che Chair of 
the VA’ s Committee on Toxic Herbicides, based out of Washington, D.C., which puts 
him in the posit ion oi heading up the VA's Agent Orange ef forts.  Dr. Snepard wi l l  
address the status of the proposed epidempological study, the newly created 
Chloracne Task Force, the fat  biopsy test, a blood test f j r  genetic damage being 
perfected in Cal i fornia,  the alleged destruction of a poit ion or the VA's cancer 
tumor registry, the opening of communications with the Austral ian government on 
their Agent Orange ef for ts ,  comments on the nature of tests being administered as 
an "Agent Orange screening" and how that information w i l l  he used, and just  how 
the VA plans on using Minnesota's large data base.

Also included in the hearing w i l l  be Mr. Victor Yannacone, the New 
York attorney who is heading up the national class action law sui t ,  who w i l l  o f fer  
comments on the status of the l i t i ga t i on .  The Committee wi l l  also be taking 
testimony from several Vietnam veterans who bel ieve they have been personal ly 
affected oy exposure, and wi l l  hear from John Heubach, the Midwest Regional 
Coordinator of the Na'ional Veterans Task Force On Agent Orange. The nearing wi l l  
be fol lowed by an Agent Orange fundraiser which wi l l  provide the opportunity to 
informally meet with the hearings part icipants and discuss the issue. For further 
information regarding t ie  hearing and/or the fundraiser, contact Tim Michaels, 
Administrative Assistant to the Committee at 612/296-1771.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(St. Paul) Minnesota became the eighteenth (18) state to join the class action 
sui t  against the manufacturers of  Agent Orange, when the Minnesota portion of the 
sui t was f i l ed  in !J.S. D i s t r i c t  Court on Thursday, June 5, 1980. Victor Yannacone, 
a New York attorney who is heading up the court action against Dow Chemical Company 
and f ive other chemical companies, f i l ed  the sui t  on behalf of s ix fami l ies in 
Minnesota and askeci that i t  be ruled to apply to a l l  those s imi lar i ty  situated so 
as to cover a l l  Minnesota veterans who came into contact with Agent Orange.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(Love Canal) Researchers, conducting blood tests on 36 Love Canal residents have 
reported chromosome abnormalities in 11 of 36 people tested. The blood test to 
detect genetic damage was conducted by the Bionetics Laboratory under a contract



with the Environmental Protection Agency. The resul ts c f  the chromosome 
aberation test  have led to the White House's announcement that the federal 
government w i l l  relocate certain Love Canal residents, some 200 households 
having already l e f t  the area. Dr. Picciano, o f  the Bionetics Laboratory was 
quoted in a recent a r t i c l e  in The Stars & Stripes as saying that they...
"would not want to conduct experiments in the i r  laborator ies with dioxin because 
i t  is so deadly."

(Atlanta) Dr. Renata Kimbrough, a medical research o f f i c e r  at the Center for 
Disease Control ,  ind a member of the Love Canal f i e l d  research team disputed the 
resul ts  o f  the chromosome aberation .ast released by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. Dr. Kimbrough noted c r i t i c i sm  regarding both the co l l ect ion of  the data 
and the interpretat ion o f  the laboratory resul ts.  The EPA/8ionetics report also 
drew c r i t i c i s m  from an HEW (now HHS) medical review panel chaired by Dr. Richarson, 
and reportedly led to a s imi lar  c r i t i que  by Dr. Roy Albert who Chairs the EPA's 
own s c i e n t i f i c  review committee. Dr. Kimbrough, who specia l i zes in f i e l d  work in 
toxicology and epidemeological research, just  recently returned from co l l ec t ing 
data in the Love Canal area. It  was reported that when the Center for Disease 
Control attempted to do the i r  own review of the Bionet ics research data tney were 
a l legedly  denied access to this information by that company.

Dr. Kimbrough was in Washington, D.C. during the week of May 26, 
at the request of the Veterans Administration, to conduct an Agent Orange seminar 
for physicians from each of the Veterans Administration Medical Centers in the 
VA hospital  system. Paralels between possible Agent Orange exposure victims and 
exposure victims in the Love Canal area ex ist  since samples taken from the dumps 
there included a 5ppb (parts per b i l l i o n )  concentration of the chemical 2-3-7-8 
(tetrachloradibenzadioxin) which i s  used in the manufacturing process o f  chemicals 
s imi lar  in nature to the herbicide Aqent Orange. The Love Canal dump s i t e  was used 
by the Hooker Chemical Company which did produce the chemical 2-3-7-8. Hooker 
Chemical Company i s  not one of  the p l a i n t i f f s  named in the national Agent Orange 
class act ion sui t  which includes; DOW Chemical, Hercules, Diamond Shamrock, Monsanto 
and Thompson - Hayward. It was not known at the time this a r t i c l e  was wri t ten, 
whether or not Hooker Chemical Company was u subsidarary of the above named 
p l a i n t i f f s ,  or was in any way a f f i l i a t e d  with the manufacturers of Agent Orange.

(Los Angeles) Dr. Gerald P. Hirsch, a medical researcher with the Veterans 
Administrat ion, is working on yet another experimental technique that may prove 
useful l  as a tool for detecting genetic damage in veterans screened for Agent 
Orange exposure. Or. Hirsch had developed a blood test to check for genetic damage 
while he was working with Or. Raymond A. Popp, at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 
That test concentrated on the level of  an amino acid cal led isoleucine contained in 
the hemog'lobin of test subjects. The test was o r ig ina l l y  appl ied to test  residents 
of the Marshal! Island in the Central Pac i f i c  who were exposed to radiat ion to
determine evidence of genetic damage. The resul ts o f  the test do seem to confirm
i t s  use as a diagnostic tool in evaluating possible genetic damage, however there 
are some problems in rep l i cat ing test resul ts at a later  point in time. Or. Hirsch 
is current ly working on a new test which concentrates on l ippo proteins and cysteine 
(an amino acid and a free SH group) which would serve as a check on the blood test 
perfected ear l i e r  with regard to isoleucine in the hemoglobin.

A ,'esearch proposal to study this la test  possible tool to detect 
mutagenesis has been advanced by Or. Hirsch and has cleared the local VA stat ions
medical review committee. The research proposal has been forwarded to VA Central
for the i r  review and consideration, but no decision has been forthcoming at the



time which this a r t i c l e  was written. Dr. Hirsch expressed a fear that in l i gh t  of 
the c r i t i c i sm levied against the VA by the General Accounting Of f ice and the 
National Academy of  Sciences for thei r  plans to conduct an in-house epidemeological 
study, his research proposal might be shot down.

* * * * ■ * ★ ■ * ★ * ★ * * *  *

(St. Paul) The Veterans Administration continues to ignore a request made by 
Don M i l l e r ,  Commissioner of Minnesota's Department of  Veterans Af fa i rs ,  that the 
VA consider u t i l i z i n g  the fat biopsy test to detect dicxin in the fatty t issue of 
possible Agent Orange exposure victims. Commissioner M i l l e r  made his request on 
February 26, to Max Cleland, when he learned that this diagnostic tool was not 
being offered to veterans being given the Agent Orange screening at the Minneapolis
VAMC. A local hospital spokesman said that the reason the VA was not making the
fat biopsy test avai lable to veterans was due to the expense involved. There was 
also some speculation «-hat since the test involved elect ive surgery with an attendant 
r i sk  involved, and since their was son? doubt as to the s igni f icance of the results 
obtained in a p i l o t  study of the test  last  December, i t  would not be avai lable to 
veterans at this time.

In a related story i t  was learned that several VA physicians who
requested the resul ts of the fat  biopsy p i l o t  study while at the recent Agent
Orange conference in Washington, D.C. were denied access to the data by the VA.

* * * * * * * ★ *  + * * * *

(Madison) Meeting in Madison Wisconsin on May 25, and 26, the National Veterans 
Task Force On Agent Orange provided testimony to Congressman Daschle, Chairman of 
the Vietnam Veterans Congressional Cacus. The Task Force made the fol lowing 
recommendations;

1) That Dr. Shepard and Max Cleland insure that the Veterans 
Administration Medical Centers wi l l  provide mobile health screening teams to 
conduct Agent Orange screenings for incarcerated veterans who have requested the 
same, and that they not i fy the Task Force of the procedures they wi l l  use, and the 
date they wi l l  implement the same.

2) That the VA wi l l  insure the timely release (and timely must be
dt.fined) of a l l  medical information obtained in Agent Orange screenings to veterans 
requesting said information, and w i l l  reaff i rm said access to this medical 
information as the "veterans legal right-to-know".

3) That Dr. Shepard w i l l  address the u t i l i z a t i o n  of the NVTFAO data 
base compiled by the Minnesota Veterans Coal i t ion,  ei ther in a pre-test o f  the 
proposed epidemeological study, in the actual epidemeological stuuy, or in a 
seperate research study.

4) That Senator Alan Cranston and Congressman Daschle wi l l  open 
communications with Austral ia regarding their  ef forts on resolving the Agent Orange 
issue, and that they share the result ing information with the NVTFAO and the 
National Association of  Concerned Veterans.

In a related event the Madison Agent Orange conference heard a report 
fi om Mr. James Credle regarding planning in progress for a National Agent Orange 
Convention in Washington, D.C. the weekend of May 23, and 24, 1980. Individuals 
desir ing input into the proposed National Conference planning should contact:

Mr. James Credle 
Assistant Dean of Students 
Rutgers The State University 
53 Washington-Street 
Newark, New Jersey 07102



(Dal las) John Anderson, independent President ial  candidate, cal led fo r  a 
. . . "qu i ck  evaluation and treatment for  victims o f  the herbicide Agent Orange".
Anderson went on to say that the VA should . . ."reach out and contact those who 
might be victims of  Agent Orange, diagnose the i r  i l l n es s  and treat them".

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(St. Paul) Mr. J e f f  Ryan, Contracting O f f i ce r  for the VA's procurement o f f i c e ,  
said that the i r  evaluation panel i s s t i l l  in the process o f  reviewing and 
evaluating bids submitted for  a VA contract to develop the s c i e n t i f i c  protocol 
for  an epidemeological study of  Vietnam veterans exposed to the herbicide Agent 
Orange. Congress passed a law in December o f  1979 mandating the VA to conduct an 
epidemeological study. The VA publ ished a Request For Proposals ( ie,  RFP) on 
March 19, and received just  over 100 requests for  information on the research 
contract. The VA fol lowed up the process with a pre-bid conference in Washington,
D.C that attracted somewhere between 20 and 30 interested people. The bidding 
process was closed on May 8, at 3:30 p.m., and Mr. Ryan noted that they are not 
al lowed to say how many bids were received. Federal laws on procurement procedures 
do not al low certain types of  information to be given out, and only chose with a 
"need-to-know" can get access to i t .

When asked about the time-frame involved in such an evaluation of 
the bids made Mr. Ryan responded that due to the complexity of the issue the panel 
had to be prudent in i t s  review of  the bids, and that no date could be given as to 
when the VA would actual ly  award the contract. A source within the VA's general 
counsel 's o f f i c e  suggested that because of certain cr i t i c i sms  brought against the 
VA by the General Accounting Of f i ce and the National Academy of  Sciences, the VA 
had to go back to the bidders and request addi t ional  information. Asked to respond 
to the al leged nature of  the delay Mr. Ryan responded that he was not at l i b e r t y  
to divulge that type of  information whi le the evaluation panel was s t i l l  del iberat ing 
on the awarding o f  the contract. Mr. Ryan did note that some procurements do 
neccesitate requesting addit ional  information a f te r  the bidding process has beer, 
closed, but that he couldn' t  comment on i f  this was the case with the epidemeological 
study. In a related area Mr. Ryan noted that there was another RFP s t i l l  out on a 
contract for  a l i t e ra tu re  review of s c i e n t i f i c  research on phenoxy herbicides.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(St. Paul) A documentary f i lm on Agent Orange, and in part i cu lar  how i t  has 
af fected a veteran and his family, i s  being produced in Minnesota. The documentary 
i s  being produced b., a non-profi t  organization cal led Fi lm In The C i t ie s ,  in 
conjunction with the Minnesota Veterans Coa l i t ion,  a member of  the National Veterans 
Task Force On Agent Orange. Any proceeds from the use of the f i lm w i l l  go to the 
two veterans organizations to f inance the i r  continuing ef for ts  to work toward a 
speedy resolut ion of  the Agent Orange issue. A total  of $30,500 is needed to research, 
produce, process and d is t r ibute the f i lm. Any contr ibut ions to ass i s t  us in our 
e f fo r t s  to document this important story would be great ly appreciated. Tax deductable 
contr ibut ions can be made to:

Agent Orange Fi lm Project Fund
C/0 Film In The Ci t ies
2298 Universi ty Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108



RECOMMENDATIONS

MINNESOTA VETERANS COALITION

- Expidi te the epidemeological study
- U t i l i z e  the Minnesota data base involving 11,000 Vietnam veterans being given the Agent Orange screening
- Provide mobile health screening teams for incarcerated vets requesting the screening
- Open up communications with Austral ia, ami other governments, conducting dioxin studies
- Reaffirm the veterans access to his Agent Orange medical records as his legal "right-to-know"
- Fund studies concentrating on f lushing the system of the dioxin contaminant
- Fund studies on treating the symptoms of  Agent Orange exposure
- Approve funding o f  Dr. Hirsch's genetic blood test proposal
- In i t i a te  legis lat ion that would establ ish compensation procedures for exposure victims, so that i t  is in

place i f  and when i t  i s  needed
- Keep a Central Registry of a l l  potential dioxin exposure victims, not just  Vietnam yets ( ie,  Love Canal, etc.)

V* \ fl
Juri. \/l

i f f
h \ B  Or o u x w n
fV/OL/'.VbS, V lE lT lr .A l

■J. m

7  SSAi; Q .m t i \  
i  MFu FiiGM i

w o u f / r t f i iM PIM VIETNAM,■ mi

- *
t.

M  DIED FROM
M  THE E F F E C T’S1

"'S. ‘

m tM



A G E N T  O R A N G E

A g e n t  O r a n g e  w a s  t h e  c o d e  n a m e  f o r  a  c h e m i c a l  h e r b i c i d e  u s e d  as a 
d e f o l i a n t  i n  V i e t n a m  f r o m  1 9 6 2  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1 9 7 1 .  H e r b i c i d e  O r a n g e  
w a s  a c h e m i c a l  m i x t u r e  o f  2 , 4 , 5 - T  a n d  2 , 4 - D  t h a t  w a s  u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  
b y  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  i n  a m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  c o d e - n a m e d  " O p e r a t i o n  R a n c h  
H a n d " .  U s e d  as a  d e f o l i a n t ,  t h i s  h e r b i c i d e  m i x t u r e  d e n u d e d  t h e  j u n g l e  
f o l i a g e  r.herby m a k i n g  it e a s i e r  to o b s e r v e  e n e m y  t r o o p  m o v e m e n t s ,  a n d  
p o s s i b l y  p r e v e n t i n g  e n e m y  a m b u s h e s .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  u s e  o f  A g e n t  O r a n g e  
w a s  h a l t e d ,  b y  t h e  P e n t a g o n ,  a b o u t  1 9 7 0  ( a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  w e r e  d o c u m e n t e d  
u s e s  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  in 1 9 7 1 )  d u e  to a d v e r s e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  c i t e d  b y  
s c i e n t i s t s  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  on  t h o s e  e x p o s e d  to it.

T h e  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  m a y  b e  r e l a t e d  to e x p o s u r e  to A g e n t  O r a n g e  
a r e  t h o u g h t  to b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s  e x p o s u r e  to a  c o m p o n e n t  of
2 , 4 , 5 - T  c a l l e d  t e t r a c l o r o d i b e n z o - p a r a  d i o x i n  ( o r  d i o x i n ) .  D i o x i n  is a 
b y p r o d u c t  c r e a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  2 , 4 , 5 - T  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  is b e ­
l i e v e d  to b e  t h e  d e a d l i e s t  t o x i n  k n o w n  to m a n .  V i e t n a m  v e t e r a n s  e x p o s e d  
to A g e n t  O r a n g e  h a v e  a t t r i b u t e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  to t h e i r  
e x p o s u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g ;

c l o r a c n e  r a s h - s k i n  t u m o r s -  l i v e r  p r o b l e m s - k i d n e y  d i s f u n c c i o n s - c c n s t a n t  
f a t i g u e - n u m b n e s s  o f  the e x t r e m i t i e s - d e p r e s s i o n - p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a n g e s - 
c a n c e r - b i r t h  d e f e c t s - a  loss o f  s e x u a l  i n t e r e s t - a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  s y m p t o m s .

M i n n e s o t a  h a s  c o n d u c t e d  a n  A g e n t  O r a n g e  O u t r e a c h  P r o g r a m  to i n f o r m  
v e t e r a n s  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  e x p o s u r e  to A g e n t  
O r a n g e ,  to r e f e r  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e s e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  to 
t h e  n e a r e s t  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  for a f r e e  h e a l t h  
s c r e e n i n g ,  a n d  to d e v e l o p  a  d a t a  b a s e  w h i c h  m a y  p r o v e  u s e f u l l  to the 

V A  in a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  In a d d i t i o n  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  c o n d u c t e d  
h e a r i n g s  o n  A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  o n  D e c e m b e r  13, 1979, to " a m i i i a r i z e  m e m b e r s  
w i t h  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  to d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  M i n n e s o t a  m i g h t  be  a b l e  to do to 
a s s i s t  in a  s p e e d y  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the is s u e .

T h e  A g e n t  O r a n g e  O u t r e a c h  P r o g r a m  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s ,  the C o u n t y  V e t e r a n s  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r  n e t w o r k ,  the V e t ­
e r a n s  o f  F o r e i g n  W a r s  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n .  T h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  
b e h i n d  the p r o g r a m  i t s e l f ,  as w e l l  as the L e g i s l a t i v e  h e a r i n g s ,  c a m e  
f r o m  t h e  V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  C i v i c  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  A g a i n s t  
T h e  W a r .  T h e  O u t r e a c h  P r o g r a m  s u c c e e d e d  i n  r e a c h i n g  a b o u t  2 2 , 0 0 0  V i e t ­
n a m  v e t e r a n s ,  a t  l e a s t  1 0 , 1 0 0  o f  w h o m  h a v e  r e q u e s t e d  a n  A g e n t  O r a n g e  
s c r e e n i n g  a t  t h e i r  n e a r e s t  V A MC.

O t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  r e v o l v i n g  a r o u n d  the. A g e n t  O r a n g e  i s s u e  i n c l u d e  the f o r­
m a t i o n  of  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  the M i n n e s o t a  V e t e r a n s  C o a l i t i o n  to 
c a r r y  o n  t h e  w o r k  b e g u n  b y  the W C C  a n d  the W A W - - t h e  C o a l i t i o n  in t u r n  
j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  the N a t i o n a l  V e t e r a n s  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  A g e n t  O r a n g e  to 
w o r k  t o w a r d  a r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  i s s u e — m e m b e r s  of the C o a l i t i o n  h a v e  p a r ­
t i c i p a t e d  i n  m e e t i n g s / c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  t e s t­
i m o n y  o n  t h e  A g e n t  O r a n g e  i s s u e  (in St. L o u i s ,  D e n v e r ,  C h i c a g o  a n d  M a d i s o n )  
M i n n e s o t a ' s  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e c o m e  r e c o g n i z e d  as b e i n g  in the f o r e f r o n t  of 
v e t e r a n s  a d v o c a c y  c n  b e h a l f  of p o t e n t i a l  A g e n t  O r a n g e  e x p o s u r e  v i c t i n s .  
A n y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  in f i n d i n g  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  o n g o i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  in 
M i n n e s o t a  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  J o h n  H e u b a c h  ( 6 1 2 / 3 7 6 - 3 1 S 9 )  o r  T i m  M i c h a e l s  
( 6 1 2 / 2 9 6 - 1 7 7 1 ) .

A D D I T I O N A L  C O N T A C T S :  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  (612/725-671)7)

T o l l  f r e e  #  1 - 3 0 0 - 6 9 2 - 2 1 2 1
D e p t ,  of V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  ( 6 1 2 / 2 9 6 - 2 5 6 2 )
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  C l a i m s  O f f i c e  ( 6 1 2 / 7 2 6 -  )



An Update

Minnesota Ve terans  C o a l i t i o n

Issue i f 2 Con tac t  Person: Tim M i chae l s  61 2/296-1 771 , Room #325 , S t a te
C a p i t o l ,  S t .  P au l ,  Minnesota 55155

(S t .  Pau l )  M i nne so t a ' s  Senate Veterans  A f f a i r s  Committee he ld i t s  
second Agent Orange hear ing on Wednesday, J u l y  9. The Committee heard 
tes t imony  from Dr. Ba r c l a y  Shepard,  V i c t o r  Yannacone, John Heubach, and 
a number o f  Vietnam vete rans  who f e e l  tha t  they have been p e r s o n a l l y  
a f f e c t e d  by exposure,  or who have been work ing on the Agent Orange i s s u e .

The Senate Committee l earned  t ha t  M i n ne so t a ' s  Agent Orange Outreach 
Program r e s u l t e d  in c o n t a c t i n g  over  20,000 Vietnam ve t e r an s ,  11,190 o f  
whom reques ted  a VA examina t ion f o r  exposure .  As o f  J u l y  9, 4,600 vets  
had r e c e i v e d  the p h y s i c a l ,  500 were s chedu led ,  3,700 were in the p rocess  
o f  be ing schedu led ,  1,521 d id  not show up f o r  t h e i r  s cheduled appo in tment ,  
and 1,980 d id  not respond to the reques ted  appointment  form.

Of the 4,600 ve te rans  who were examined, 747 p a t i e n t s  were asked to 
r e t u r n  f o r  f o l l o w - u p  work, s i x  vet s  were h o s p i t a l i z e d .  L i s t e d  below are 
the types o f  problems which were found t ha t  requ . r ed  f o l l o w - u p  work:

De rm a to lo g i c a l  52.3% Or thoped i c  2.0%
Med i ca l  22.5% Eye 1.4%
Neurol  o g i c a 1 6.3% P s y c h i a t r i c  1.1%
U r o l o g i c  5.4% Other M i s c e l l a n e o u s  4.3%
Ear,  Nose, Throa t  3.3%

The Derma to 1o g i c a 1 problems i n c l u d e d ,  in o rde r  o f  f requency;  n o n s p e c i f i c  
d e r m a t i t i s ,  acne,  t i n ea  ped i s ,  eczema, p s o r i a s i s ,  and fungal  i n f e c t i o n s .

The Med i ca l  r e f e r r a l s  were o f  three  b a s i c  types:  h ype r t en s i o n ,  abnormal 
ch e s t  x - r a y ,  and abnormal chem is t r y .

The r e f e r r a l s  to Neuro logy were f o r ;  headaches,  numbness, t i n g l i n g ,  and 
s t i  f n e s s .

The r e f e r r a l s  to Uro logy  were p r i m a r i l y  f o r  two problems; i n f e r t i l i t y ,  
and p r o s t a t i t i s  ( i n f 1amat ion o f  the p r o s t a t e ) .

The s i x  p a t i e n t s  h o s p i t a l i z e d  had the f o l l o w i n g  problems;

1. En la rged  l i v e r ,  j a und i c e .
2. Re cu r ren t  acute and c h r o n i c  a l c o h o l i s m  and drug i n t o x i c a t i o n .
3. P s y c h o l o g i c a l  dependence, headaches,  v i s u a l  d i s t u b a n c e s .
4. P r obab le  c l u s t e r  headaches.
5. A t y p i c a l  ches t  pa in.
6. P a s s i v e  a oo re s i v e  behav io r ,  a l c o h o l i s m .

The VA H o sp i t a l  noted tha t  as o f  J u l y  3, 121 ve te rans  had requested  
t h e i r  medi ca l  r e c o r d s ,  Agent Orange, or o the rw is e .



Dr. Shepa rd ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  p rov ided  no new i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and conc l uded  
w i t h  the s t a t e m e n t . .

"I would l i k e  to s t a t e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  t h a t  d e s p i t e  any a l l e g a t i o n s  to the 
c o n t r a r y ,  the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  the Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  d eep ly  
concerned w i t h  a l l  a spe c t s  o f  t h i s  p e r p l e x i n g  problem and i s  g e n u i n e l y  
d e d i c a t e d  to d.evot ing any and a l l  a v a i l a b l e  r e s ou r c e s  a t  i t s  command in  
h e l p i n g  any ve t e r an  who i s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  any problem thought  to be r e l a t e d  
to exposure  to exposure  to h e r b i c i d e s  in  V ie tnam, c o n t i n u a l l y  s t r i v i n g  to 
make our system respond in  the most humane and compass i ona te  manner 
p o s s i b l e  and improve our  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  v e t e r an s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  As 
new s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge and i n f o r m a t i o n  deve lop  we w i l l  app l y  i t  i n  the 
most e f f e c t i v e  way p o s s i b l e  i n  o rd e r  to a r r i v e  a t  a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the 
i s s u e s  and problems i n v o l v e d . "

The Commiss ioner  o f  the S t a t e  Department o f  Ve te rans  A f f a i r s  r e po r t ed  
tha t  the ou t r ea ch  e f f o r t  c o s t  h i s  Department  o n l y  $1,140.  The rema inder  
o f  the c o s t  i n v o l v e d  was $62,500 in  donated computer s e r v i c e s ,  and over  
3,400 man hours put  i n  by s t a f f  i n  the Department,  as we l l  as v o l u n t e e r  
t ime put i n  by County Ve te rans  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r s ,  and S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r s  o f  
the major  v e te rans  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  —  not to ment ion the t ime donated by 
the members o f  the M inneso ta  Ve te rans  C o a l i t i o n ,  a member o f  the N a t i o n a l  
Ve te rans  Task Fo rce  On /.^ent Orange.

V i c t o r  Yannacone,  the New Yorx a t t o r n e y  who heads the c l a s s  a c t i o n  s u i t  
on b e h a l f  o f  Agent  Orange exposure v i c t im s  p rov id ed  the Committee w i t h  
background on the l i t i g a t i o n  t ha t  i s  pending in  the c o u r t s .  Mr. Yannacone 
e l i c i t e d  much suppo r t  from the s t and i ng  room on l y  crowd o f  o n l o o k e r s ,  as 
he responded to a q u e s t i o n  r e ga r d i n g  which ve te rans  may have been exposed 
to Agent Orange say ing  . . . " t h a t  any ve te ran  who served in Vietnam in  
combat and who d id  not spend the e n t i r ' ;  war in a bar i n  Saigon d r i n k i n g
b o t t l e d  water  anc b o t t l e d  boo ze  menninga1most anybody below the rank
o f  Co lone l  was exposed . "

(Washington D.C.)  M inneso ta  Congressman Jam O b e r s t a r  has demonstrated 
h i s  suppo r t  o f  Vietnam ve ts  on the Agent  Orange i s s u e  by c o a u th o r i n g  two 
b i l l s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the i s s u e ;  H.R. 6377, au thored  by Congressman Tom 
Dasch le  (Chai rman o f  the Vietnam Vete rans  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  Caucus) ,  which 
a u t h o r i z e s  compensat ion and s e r v i c e - c o n n e c t e d  med i ca l  t re a tmen t  f o r  
Vietnam ve t e r an s  exposed to Agent  Orange,  and f o r  t n e i r  dependents  who 
may have been a f f e c t e d .  The b i l l  a ' s o  p r ov id e s  f o r  t rea tmen t  and 
compensat ion  f o r  dependents  o f  exposure  v i c t i m s ,  when s a i d  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  
are the r e s u l t  o f  c on t am in a t i on  by d i o x i n .  Th i s  law would t r e a t  the 
ve te rans  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  a sense,  as v e t e r an s  of  the Vietnam war. H.R. 7157, 
which a l s o  was coauthored  by Congressman O b e r s t a r ,  waives the one yea r  
t ime l i m i t  on d i s a b i l i t i e s  due to exposure to Agent  Orange and o the r  
h e r b i c i d e s  sprayed in  Vietnam. In a d d i t i o n  O be r s t a r  asked both h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  on the House Ve terans  A f f a i r s  Committee and the C h i e f  Med i c a l  
D i r e c t o r  o f  the Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to take s teps  to ease the f i n a n c i a l  
burden or v e t e rans  r e q u e s t i n g  Agent  Orange s . . r e e n i n g 1s . The Congressman 
po i n t ed  out  the f a c t  tha t  many ve t e r an s  must take a day o f f  o f  work, 
must commute long d i s t a n c e s ,  and make motel  accomadat ions  to take 
advantage o f  t h e - e x a m i n a t i o n .

The M innesota  Ve te rans  C o a l i t i o n  thanks Congressman Obe r s t a r  f o r  h i s  
concern  f o r  the Vietnam ve t ,  and f o r  the suppt i r t  he las p rov ided  u s .



(St .  Pau l )  As a r e s u l t  o f  the hear ing conducted by the Minnesota 
Senate Ve terans  A f f a i r s  Committee, Senator  Chm ie lewsk i ,  the Chairman 
o f  the Committee, made the f o l l o w i n g  recomendat ions

Recommendations on the "Agent Orange" Issue 

By the Senate Veterans A f f a i r s  Committee

1. That  ".he VA move more r a p i d l y  on conduc t i ng  the 
ep id em eo lo g i c a l  study.

2. That ve te rans  o f f i c i a l l y  r eque s t in g  the r e s u l t s  o f  
t h e i r  Agent Orange p h y s i c a l  be p rov ided  the same in 
a t im e l y  (and t im e l y  must be de f ined)  manner, and
tha t  ve te rans  are to be p rov ided w i th  complete r e co r d s .

3. That  the VA Cent ra l  o f f i c e  d i s p a t c h  a memo to a l l  VA
Med i ca l  Centers  r e a f f i r m i n g  the ve te rans  access  to 
t h e i r  medica l  records  as being w i t h i n  the veterans 
" l e g a l  r i g h t - t o - k n o w " .

4. That i n c a r c e r a t e d  ve te rans  r eque s t i n g  Agent Orange
s c r een in g s  should be n o t i f i e d  now as to how the VA 
p lans  on respond ing to t h e i r  r eques t .

5. That the VA g i ve  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to u t i l i z i n g
the Minnesota data base ( p r e s e n t l y  being c o l l e c t e d )  in 
e i t h e r  the ep id emeo log i c a l  s tudy or in a p i e - t e s t  o f  
the same.

6. That  the VA Cent ra l  o f f i c e  w i l l  suppor t  the resea rch
proposed se t  f o r t h  by Dr. H i r s ch  (o f  the Wadsworth VA 
H o s p i t a l  in Los t  Angeles )  to f u r t h e r  deve lop  a b lood 
assay t e s t  which can be used as a d i a g n o s t i c  t oo l  i n  
de te rm in ing  ge ne t i c  damage caused by exposure to t o x i c  
chem ica l s  or 1 '  r a d i a t i o n .

7. That the Senate Veterans A f f a i r s  Committee be kept
app ra i s ed  o f  the VA's o pe r a t i o n  o f  the Agent Change 
s c r een in g  program: i n c l u d i n g  the r e c e i p t  o f  r e g u l a r
r e p o r t s ,  the i s suance  o f  DVB -C i r c u la r s  r ega rd in g  the 
program, and any o the r  documents r e l a t i n g  to the 
o pe r a t i o n  o f  the s c reen ing  program and i t s  r e s u l t s  not 
covered by the P r i v a c y  Ac t .



An Update

"t The Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n
A Member o f  the Na t i o na l  Veterans Task Force On Agent Orange

Issue t} 3. Con ta c t  Person: Tim M i chae l s  612/296-1771, Room #325 ,
S ta t e  C a p i t o l ,  St .  P au l ,  M innesota 55155

(Wash ington,  D.C. )  The Amer ican Leg io n ,  t e s t i f y i n g  be fo re  Congress,  
was h i g h l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  the VA's hand l ing  o f  the Agent Orange i s s u e .
Mr. John F. Sommer, J r . ,  the L e g i o n ' s  C h i e f  o f  C la ims S e r v i c e s ,  t o l d  
the Senate Ve te rans  A f f a i r s  Committee t h a t  the r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  
i s s ue  was . . . " m i r e d  in b u r e a u c r a t i c  c o n t r o v e r s y " . . .and urged t ha t  the 
. . . " N a t i o n a l  Academy o f  S c iences  conduct  a s tudy (o f  d i o x i n )  r a t h e r  
than the Ve terans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . "  ( source:  S t a rs  A S t r i p e s  June 12,
1 980)

Mr. Sommer f u r t h e r  l e v i e d  c r i t i c i s m  rega rd in g  the VA's hand l ing  o f  the 
i s s ue  s a y i n g . . . " B u r e a u c r a t i c  i n e r t i a  has been m a n i f e s t ,  as has 
b u r e a u c r a t i c  l anguage ,  so tha t  v e t e r an s '  apprehens ions  are agg rava ted ,  
h o s p i t a l  and c l i n i c  s t a f f s  are not p r o p e r l y  o r i e n t e d  to handle ca se s ,  
and the f e e l i n g  i s  i n c r e a s i n g  that  the VA d o e s n ' t  c a r e . "

* * * * * * * * * * * *

(Love Cana l )  The c on t r o ve r s y  con t in ue s  to rage sur round ing  the 
outcome o f  the chromosome abno rma l i t y  t e s t  conducted by the CPA on 
a smal l  number o f  Love Canal r e s i d e n t s .  The l a t e s t  r e p o r t  on those 
t e s t s  coming from Mr. F o r r e s t  L i n d l e y ,  J r  , i n  the J u l y  31, i s s u e  o f  
the S t a rs  & S t r i p e s ,  s t a t i n g  t ha t  the t e s t  r e s u l t s  were con f i rmed by 
a d oc to r  h i r e d  by the Hooker Chemical  Company --  the f i rm  which had 
dumped over  21 tons o f  chem ica l s  a t  the Love Canal s i t e .

Ve terans advoca tes  work ing on the Agent Orange i s sue  have suggested 
tha t  the VA u t i l i z e  the b lood t e s t  fo r  chromosome a b n o r m a l i t i e s  being 
used at  Love Canal as a check f o r  g e n e t i c  damage amongst Vietnam vets  
who may have been exposed to Agent Orange. The Love Canal area was a 
dump s i t e  f o r  21,800 tons o f  c h em i c a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the chemica l  2-3-7-8 
(or t e t r a c h l o r a d i b e n z o - p a r a d i o x i n , the component in Agent Orange which 
i s  b e l i e v e d  to be caus ing  medi ca l  problems f o r  v e t s ) ,  by Hooker Chemica 
Coinpa n y .

Ve terans  have been c r i t i c a l  about the f a c t  t h a t  the government was so 
qu i c k  to respond to the concern of  the r e s i d e n t s  o f  Love Cana l ,  y e t  so 
slow in a d d r e s s i n g  the ve te rans  concern.  Vietnam ve t e rans  f i r s t  began 
ask ing  fo r  a s s i s t a n c e  on the Agent Orange i s s u e  over  two yea rs  ago, and 
the VA has s a i d  t ha t  r e s u l t s  o f  a medi ca l  s tudy w i l l  not be ready f o r  
a t  l e a s t  one to two y ea r s .  The r e s i d e n t s  o f  Love Canal were ab le  to get 
a much more immeadiate response from the government when they r a i s e d  
a hue and c r y  about  the p o s s i b l i t y  o f  adverse hea l t h  a f f e c t s  due to 
chemica l  exposure.  Members o f  the Love Canal Homeowners A s s o c i a t i o n  
s i e z e d ,  ami he ld ,  two o f f i c i a l s  o f  the Env i ronmenta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency 
hostage,  demanding t ha t  the government a c t  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  in r e s o l v i n g  
t h e i r  concern .  A s ho r t  t ime l a t e r  P r e s i d e n t  C a r t e r  d e c l a r ed  a s t a t e  of  
emergency at  Love Cana l ;  and the EPA was t o l d  to c o n t r a c t  out a study 
to determine the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  g e n e t i c  damage to area r e s i d e n t s .  The



government i s  p r e s e n t l y  l o o k i n g  a t  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  up 
to 2,500 r e s i d e n t s  a t  an es t ima ted  c o s t  o f  $3 to $5 m i l l i o n .

In our  f i r s t  "Update"  e d i t i o n ,  i t  Was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the EPA 
chromosome a b b e r a t i o n  s tudy  had been comp le ted ,  and t h a t  the r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l  o f  g e n e t i c  damage i n  chose t e s t e d .  We 
a l s o  r e p o r t e d  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Dr. Renate K imbrough,  o f  the Cen te r  
f o r  D i sea se  C o n t r o l ,  who d i s p u t e d  the r e s u l t s  o f  the t e s t  r e l e a s e d  by 
the EPA. Dr. Kimbrough noted t h a t  the EPA r e p o r t  a l s o  drew heavy 
c r i t i c i s m  from the Department o f  Hea l t h  & Human S e r v i c e s  ( f o r m e r l y  HEW). 
The c r i t i c i s m  c i t e d  the l a c k  o f  c o n t r o l s ,  f a i l u r e  to use modern s t a i n i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s ,  and i n c o n s i s t e n c y  in  l a b e l i n g  d i f f e r e n t  types  o f  chromosome 
b r e a k s •" supernumerary a c e n t r i c  chromosomes".

Dr.’ Dante P i c c i a n o ,  o f  B i o n e t i c s  C o r p o r a t i o n  (.Houston, Te xa s ) ,  the f i r m  
c o n t r a c t e d  Dy the EPA to conduc t  the chromosome a b b e r a t i o n  t e s t ,  s a i d
t h a t  t h i s  was e s s e n t i a l y  meant to be a p i l o t  s tudy  to de te rm ine  whether
a l a r g e r  more s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  was wa r r en ted .  Dr. P i c c i a n o  b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  the p r e l i m i n a r y  ev idence  sugge s t s  t h a t  a l a r g e r  s tudy  would be 
w o r t h w h i1e .

At  l e a s t  a p a r t  o f  the c o n t r o v e r s y  r e g a r d i n g  the chromosome a b b e r a t i o n  
s tudy rega rd s  the s c i e n t i f i c  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  Dr. P i c c i a n o ,  and the ji
a c c e s i b i l i t y  o f  the s tudy da ta .  Or. Kimbrough r e p o r t e d  t t v t  wnen they j| 
a t tempted  to r ev iew  the data c o l l e c t e d  by Dr. P i c c i a n o ,  they were den ied  
acc es s  to t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The B i o n e t i c s  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  and Dr. P i c c i a n o ,  
contend t h a t  they on l y  wanted to name one o f  the s c i e n t i s t s  on the 
panel  which would r ev i ew  the da ta .  The B i o n e t i c s  C o r p o r a t i o n  demanded !•'
t h a t  Dr. Jack  K i l l i a n  be named to the rev iew  p a n e l .  The Cen te r  f o r  
D i s ea se  Con t r o l  r e f u s ed  the o f f e r  to put  Dr. K i l l i a n  on the r e v iew  panel  
c i t i n g  the f a c t  t h a t  Dr. K i l l i a n  had been i n v l o v e d  w i t h  Dr. P i c c i a n o  in 
a very c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e sea r ch  s tudy e a r l i e r  when they had both worked 
f o r  DOW.

Dr. K i l l i a n  i s  a c y t o g e n e t i c i s t  who had c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  Dr. P i c c i a n o  
in  a in -hou se  s tudy o f  workers exposed to bezene w h i l e  the two s t i l l  x
worked f o r  DOW Chem ica l .  The r e s u l t s  o f  the DOW s tudy  were c r i t i c i z e d  
by DOW, as we l l  as by a c y t o g e n e t i c i s t  named P e t e r  T i s h l e r  —  a t  the 
r e q u e s t  o f  the M anu fa c tu r i n g  Chemists  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and by James H.
J a n d e r ,  a hemotol  o.gi s t a t  Harvard .  DOW would not  a l l o w  the benzene 
s tudy to be p r i n t e d  and Dr. P i c c i a n o  dec i ded  to l e a v e ,  t a k i n g  the s tudy  
w i t h  him, on ly  to r e l e a s e  i t  a t  a l a t e r  date  when he went to work f o r  I 
the EPA. The EPA i s  c u r r e n t l y  su ing  Hooker Chemica l  Company and P l a s t i c s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  (now owned by O c c i d e n t a l  Pe t ro l eum)  f o r  $124.5 m i l l i o n ,  f o r  
damages caused by t h a t  company's dumping o f  21,800 tons o f  c h em i c a l s  at  
Love Canal  .

Hooker co n t ends ,  i n  the meant ime, t h a t  they have no o b l i g a t i o n  or 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  because they d i s po sed  o f  the wastes  in  f u l l  a cco rdance  
w i t h  e x i s t i n g  env i ronmenta l  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a t  the t ime the ch e m i c a l s  were 
dumped. In 1953 Hooker so l d  the Love Canal  dump s i t e  to the N iag ra  
School  Board f o r  SI w i th  a deed d i s c l a i m i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any 
i n j u r i e s  t na t  may r e s u l t  form the bu r i e d  was tes .  The Board a ccep ted  the 
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the s a l e  and p roceeded to b u i l d  a schoo l  on the p r o p e r t y  
and s o l d  the rema in ing  land to d eve l o pe r s  f o r  home c o n s t r u c t i o n .

The Love Canal  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopment  in terms of  
unde r s t and ing  the problems which Vietnam ve t e r an s  are f a c i n g  in  t r y i n g
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to get  the government to address  t h e i r  concerns  about  the adverse  
h ea l t h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  exposure to Agent  Orange. Re s id en t s  o f  Love 
Canal and Vietnam ve t e rans  do share something —  they share a sense of  
f r u s t r a t i o n  t ha t  t h e i r  government i s  not  w i l l i n g  to open l y  d i s c u s s  
the f u l l  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  exposure to t o x i c  ch em i c a l s ,  
and how tha t  exposure cou ld  a f f e c t  them and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ;  they share 
a h e l p l e s s n e s s  in  c o n f r o n t i n g  an i s s u e  t h a t  i s  both l a r g e  enough and 
p o t e n t i a l l y  d e v i s i v e  enough to d i s cou rage  a c ohes iv e  g r a s s - r o o t s  
advocacy approach toward s o l v i n g  the problem; they share a sense o f  
b e t r a y a l  t h a t  t h e i r  government too i s  d i s cou raged  and d i v i d e d  in  i t s  
o p i n i o n  r ega rd i n g  how to address  the i s s u e ;  they share a f e e l i n g  tha t  
the government i s  perhaps u n w i l l i n g  to s top d ragg i ng  i t s  f e e t  on the 
i s s u e  in  f e a r  o f  the enormous f i n a n c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  which a 
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the i s s u e  might  b r i n g ;  and l a s t  o f  a l l  they d i s t r u s t  
the very s ta tements  i s sued  by the government to assuage t h e i r  f e a r s  
( i e ,  t h a t  there  i s  no s c i e n t i f i c  data a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h i s  t ime t ha t  
would demons trate  medi ca l  problems r e l a t e d  to exposu re ) ,  when they 
know f u l l  we l l  t h a t  there  are many amongst them s u f f e r i n g  from a wide 
range o f  medi ca l  problems t ha t  j u s t  cou ld  be a t t r i b u t a b l e  to chemica l  
exposure .

The crux  o f  the o v e r a l l  i s s u e  seeins to be t h a t  both Vietnam ve te rans  
and r e s i d e n t s  o f  Love Canal a re  having some very r ea l  medi ca l  problems 
and r e g a r d l e s s  o f  whether or not  t h e i r  problems were the r e s u l t  o f  
exposure to t o x i c  chem ica l s  the f a c t  remains t ha t  our government i s  
magn i f y ing  those problems through the s t e s s  they have p laced  on 
p o s s i b l e  exposure v i c t im s  due to t h e i r  i n d e c i s i v e n e s s ,  t h e i r  i n ep t  
hand l in g  o f  both s i t u a t i o n s ,  and t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to keep people  informed 
about  the i s s u e ( s ) .

FOR SALE

VA approved 
Unique l o c a t i o n  
L a n d f i l l  nearby 
Make us an o f f e r

Must s e l l  
No money down 
Po i n t s  pa id f o r  
Immeadiate occupancy

LOVE CANAL 
REALTY



( Nev/ York)  The N a t i o n a l  Cancer  I n s t i t u t e  r e c e n t l y  r e p o r t ed  t ha t  
they had conduc ted  s t u d i e s  which found t h a t  smal l  amounts o f  D i o x i n  
caused cancer  i n  l a b  an im a l s ,

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

(W is cons in )  The W i s c on s in  L e g i s l a t u r e  and the W i s con s in  o f  Department 
o f  Ve te rans  A f f a i r s  announced p l ans  to conduc t  a s t a t e w id e  Agent  Orange 
Outreach  Program. The W i s con s in  program, p a t t e rned  a f t e r  M i n n e s o t a ' s ,  
w i l ’l a t tempt  to c o n t a c t  60 ,000 o f  W i s c o n s i n ' s  V ietnam v e t e r a n s ,  to 
i n f o rm  them about  t h e . p o s s i b l e  h e a l t h  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  exposure  to the 
c h e r i i c a l .

* * * * * * * * * * * *

(Nebraska) D i o x i n  was found in  t i s s u e  samples o f  v e t e r an s  t e s t ed  
f o r  the VA by the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Nebraska .  The s tudy found t h a t  a l l  
33 men t e s t e d  had t r a c e s  o f  d i o x i n  i n  f a t  c e l l s ,  but  t h a t  none had 
l e t h a l  amounts. (S t a r s  & S t r i p e s ,  J u l y  31)

* * * * * * * * * * * *

(M inneapo l i s ' )  The M inneso ta  Ve te rans  C o a l i t i o n  announced t h a t  the 
Amer ican Cancer  S o c i e t y  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  in  coming to M inneso ta  and 
condu c t i n g  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  cancer  s tudy  o f  Vietnam ve t e r an s  p o s s i b l y  
exposed to the chemica l  Agent  Orange.  The Cancer  S o c i e t y  c i t e d  the 
e x c e l l e n t  data base put  t oge the r  by M inneso ta  in  i t s  Agent  Orange 
Outreach  Program, which has r e s u l t e d  in over  11,000 Vietnam ve te rans  
r e q u e s t i n g  VA s c r e e n i n g ' s .  App rox im a te l y  5,000 ve t e r an s  have been 
screened  so f a r  i n  M inneso ta .

* * * * * * * * * * * *

( A r i z o na )  Repor ts  out  o f  P r e s c o t t ,  A r i z o n a ,  have the VA sp ray in g  
2-4-D,  the o th e r  h a l f  o f  Agent  Orange,  on the grounds o f  the VA 
Med i c a l  Cen te r .  Dr. B a r c l a y  Shepard,  head o f  the VA's  Agent  Orange 
e f f o r t s  ou t  o f  Wash ington ,  when asked about  the a l l e g e d  s p r a y i n g  by 
John Heubach, Midwest  Reg i ona l  C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  the N a t i o n a l  Ve terans  
Task Fo rce  On Agent  Orange,  o f f e r e d  no response .

* * * * * * * * * * *  *

(Massa chuse t t s )  Dr. A r t h u r  Wes t i ng ,  o f  Hampshire C o l l e g e  in  Amherst ,  
Mas sa chu s e t t s ,  w i l l  c o o r d i n a t e  the Amer ican s c i e n t i f i c  i n vo lvem en t  in 
an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D i o x i n  Confe rence  schedu led  to be he ld  sometime in 
J a n u a r y , 1931.

* *  * * * * * * * * *  *

(Sa igon)  Dr. Ton That  Tung, the I n t e r n a t i o n a 11y noted s c i e n t i s t  
from Due H o s p i t a l  i n  Sa igon ,  w i l l  be in  the Un i t ed  S t a t e s  l a t e r  t h i s  
F a l ‘ . Dr. Tung i s  expected  to be in Mad ison,  W i scons in  sometime du r i ng  
the t h i r d  week o f  Oc t obe r .



An Update

The Minnesota Ve terans  C o a l i t i o n  
A Member o f  the Na t io na l  Ve terans  Task Force On Agent Orange

Issue #4 Con tac t  Person: Tim M i chae l s  612/296-1771, Room #325,
S ta te  C a p i t o l ,  S t .  P au l ,  Minnesota 55155

(Washington,  D .C. )  The House Subcommittee On Med i ca l  F a c i l i t i e s  and 
B e n e f i t s  he ld  an Agent  Orange hea r ing  on J u l y  22, 1980. The f o l l o w i n g  
are exerp ts  from the tes t imony  p rov ided  to the Un i t ed  S t a t e s  House o f  
R e p r e s en ta t i  v e s .

Ron DeBoer, Vietnam Vete ran ,  A T roop,  Seventh Squadron,  Seventeenth 
A i r  C a v a l r y ,  Un i ted  S ta te s  Army, 1968-1969;
"Never  b e fo r e  in  the h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  count r y  have a group o f  ve te rans  
been looked upon and t r ea ted  wi th such l i t t l e  rega rd .  NOW i s  the t ime 
to a id  those men who chose to serve t h e i r  coun t r y  and d i d  so honorab ly  
and cou r ageou s l y ,  on ly  to r e t u rn  home to a t hank le s s  n a t i o n .  We, the 
v i c t i m s ,  can on ly  pray t ha t  those dark days o f  e x i l e  are behind us and 
he lp i s  f o r t h c o m i n g ."

Ed. note: Ron DeBoer i s  one o f  the key l i t i g a n t s  in the n a t i o n a l  c l a s s  
a c t i o n  law s u i t ,  he has t e s t i c u l a r  cancer  ( r a re  among men h i s  age) ,  
and a l s o  s u f f e r s  from a p e r s i s t e n t  s k i n  rash .
* * * * * * * * * * *  
G a b r i e l  P. B r i n s k y ,  AMVETS;
"We unequ i vocab1y oppose HR 6377 the Vietnam Era Veterans Agent Orange 
Ac t  which would p rov id e  f o r  an immediate presumpt ion f o r  s e r v i c e -  
connected d i s a b i l i t y  to ve te rans  who served in V i e t n a m " . . . " The 
c r e a t i o n  o f  such presumpt ions  are w i t h ou t  any fo unda t i o n  e i t h e r  in 
j u r i r o rudence , med i c i ne ,  or s c i e n c e ,  and are c o n t r a r y  to any p r i n c i p l e  
o f  ; . d i c a t i o n .  The c r e a t i o n  o f  such p resumpt ions  i s  f o r e i g n  to and 
i n c om p a t i b l e  w i t h  any concept  o f  j u r i s p r u d e n c e  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  law.
The c r e a t i o n  o f  any such p resumpt ions would c om p le t e l y  erode the 
program adm in i s t e r ed  by the Ve terans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e l a t i v e  to the 
a j u d i c a t i o n  o f  c l a ims  ac co rd in g  to the laws and r e g u l a t i o n s  c u r r e n t l y  
i n  e f f e c t .  I t  would c omp le te l y  d e s t r u c t  the concept  o f  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  ve te rans  b e n e f i t s . " . . . " S p e c i f i c a 11y , we are d i s t u r b e d  tha t  b i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  may be r equ i r e d  to p rov id e  h ea l t h  ca re  and compensat ion to 
those Vietnam ve te rans  and members o f  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  when e n t i t l e m e n t  
t he re to  has not  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  perhaps a t  the c o s t  i n  the r e d u c t i o n  
or d en i a l  o f  b e n e f i t s  to those whose e n t i t l e m e n t  has been c l e a r l y  and 
unequ iv ocab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d .  For the r e sou r ce s  o f  t h i s  Government, as 
g r e a t  as they may be, has a l i m i t . "  
* * * * * * * * * * *
Dr. Samuel S. E p s t e i n ,  P r o f e s s o r  o f  Occupa t iona l  and Env i ronmenta l  
Med i c in e  and D i r e c t o r  o f  T o x i c o l o g y  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  
Med i ca l  Cen te r ,  Chairman o f  the Pane l s  on M u t a g e n i c i t y ,  and on 
T e r a t o g e n i c i t y  o f  P e s t i c i d e s  o f  HEW Se c r e t a r y  F i n c h ' s  Mrak Commiss ion,  
Co n su l t a n t  to OSHA, EPA, the Department o f  Labor ,  and numerous a gen c i e s ,  
s t a t e s  ans Commiss ions,  the author  o f  over  200 s c i e n t i f i c  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
and f i v e  books on the hazardous e f f e c t s  o f  ch em ic a l s ;



"There  i s  a c l e a r  c o n s i s t e n c y  between the wide range o f  t o x i c  e f f e c t s  
Induced in  expe r imen ta l  an ima l s  o f  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  and those observed 
i n  humans. Th i s  c o n s i s t e n c y  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  r e l a t e s  to m u l t i - s y s t e m  
d i s e a s e ,  c h o l r a c n e  ,.  . . and c a r c i n o g e n i c i t y . "

" I n  v iew o f  the e x t e n s i v e  env i ronmenta l  c o n t am in a t i o n  o f  South Vietnam 
w i t h  phenoxy h e r b i c i d e s ,  the proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  a 
"p resumpt i on  o f  exposure"  o f  Vietnam ve t e r an s  w i t h o u t  impos ing on 
them the onus f o r  document ing i t s  degree ,  l o c a t i o n ,  mode, r o u t e ,  and 
o the r  s p e c i f i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  In so do i ng ,  HR 6377 s h i f t s  the burden 
o f  p r o o f  from the v e t e r an ,  on whom i t  now a lmos t  e x c l u s i v e l y  r e s t s ,  
to the A d m i n i s t r a t o r . "

"W h i l e  HR -6377 p r o p e r l y  s h i f t s  the burden o f  p r oo f  away from the 
v e t e r a n ,  i t  appears  q u e s t i o n a b l e  whether t h i s  shou ld  be imposed on 
the A d m i n i s t r a t o r  to the e x c l u s i o n  o f  Dow Chemical  and o th e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
i n d u s t r i e s .  The h e r b i c i d e  r e g i s t r a n t s  had an a f f i r m a t i v e  and ongoing 
duty to supp ly  the USDA w i th  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  data on the h e a l t h  and 
s a f e t y  o f  t h e i r  p r odu c t s .  As such,  i t  would appear  t h a t  Dow had an 
n o n - de l e g ab l e  res p o n s i b i 1i t y  to in fo rm the USDA and o the r s  in 1964 
o f  i t s  admi t t ed  knowledge o f  the con t am in a t i on  o f  2 , 4 ,5 -T  w i th  TCDD. 
I n s t e a d ,  Dow w i t h h e l d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and in  1964 p u b l i c l y  a s s e r t e d  
t ha t  i t s  h e r b i c i d e  was " a b s o l u t e l y  n o n - t o x i c  to humans or  a n im a l s " .
The f a i l u r e  o f  Dow to have made p u b l i c  warn ings o f  the p o t e n t i a l  
hazards  o f  TCDD in  1964, a t  which t ime a p p r o p r i a t e  p r e c a u t i o n s  cou ld  
have been taken i n c l u d i n g  the warn ing o f  se rv i cemen ,  appears to 
c o n s t i t u t e  a wrong t ha t  j u s t i f i e s  a heavy burden o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  r e s t i t u t i o n . "

"In  v iew o f  these  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and the s u p e r i o r  knowledge o f  Dow 
Chemical  on the t o x i c i t y  o f  TCDD, the Congress cou ld  c o n s i d e r  d i r e c t i n g  
the A t t o r n e y  Genera l  to take a c t i o n  to r e co ve r  the c o s t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  
ve t e r an s  u e n e f i t s  from the r e g i s t r a n t s " . . .

" R e co g n i z i n g  these c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and the overwhelming body o f  
l i t e r a t u r e  on the hazards o f  TCDD, the b i l l  cou ld  e x p l i c i t l y  p r o s c r i b e  
d e la y  o f  r e s t i t u t i v e  a c t i o n  pending f u r t h e r  c o n f i rm a t o r y  s t u d i e s . "
* * * * * *  * * * * *  
Congressman Thomas Das ch le ,  Chairman o f  the Vietnam Ve te rans  in  
Congress  (a 19 member Cong r e s s i ona l  caucus) ;
"We have now found r e v e a l i n g  tes t imony  conce rn in g  p o t e n t i a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  
and the w i t h o l d i n g  o f  data from the Federa l  government by the Dow 
company. Th i s  te s t imony  has been a p a r t  o f  the p u b l i c  r e co rd  s i n c e  1970 
when Dr. J u l i u s  E. Johnson,  a t  t ha t  t ime V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  and D i r e c t o r  o f  
Research  o f  Dow Chem ica l ,  t o l d  the l a t e  Senator  P h i l l i p  H a r t ,  be f o re  
the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Energy,  Natu ra l  Re sou rces ,  and the 
Env i ronment ,  t ha t  Dow was aware as e a r l y  as 1964 tha t  2 , 4 ,5 -T  was 
contamina ted  w i t h  d i o x i n .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  mat te r  i s  tha t  Dow 
a p p a r e n t l y  made no a t tempts  whatsoever  to n o t i f y  the Department o f  
Defense ,  the Food and Drug A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  the U.S. Department o f  
A g r i c u i u t u r e , or  anybody e l s e  in  the Federa l  government o f  t h e i r  
d i s c o v e r y  u n t i l  the Hart  hea r ings  were held  in A p r i l ,  1970. Th i s  was 
3 yea rs  a f t e r  h e r b i c i d e  o p e r a t i o n s  had begun in South V ie tnam,  6 years  
a f t e r  Dow’ s i n i t i a l  d i s c o v e r y  tha t  t h e i r  p roduc t  was con tam ina ted ,  and 
6 yea rs  a f t e r  the p o i n t  when Dow stepped up p r od u c t i o n  o f  2 , 4 ,5 -T  to 
meet i n c r e a s ed  demands from the DOD. Thus, i t  appears  very l i k e l y  t ha t  
DOD was unaware tha t  they were u t i l i z i n g  a contamina ted  and p o t e n t i a l  
dangerous p roduc t  to humans u n t i l  the S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  HEW, I n t e r i o r ,



and A g r i c u l t u r e  j o i n t l y  announced the suspens ion  o f  2 ,4 ,5 -T  in  
A p r i l ,  1970, based upon the p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  s t u d i e s  t h a t  d i o x i n  was 
a t e r a t ogen .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  the suspens ion  o rde r  was announced the same 
day Dr. Johnson was t e s t i f y i n g  a t  the Hart  h e a r i n g s . "

" I  am r eques t in g  t ha t  Dr. Johnson ' s  tes t imony  and subsequent  
q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  him be made a p a r t  o f  the p u b l i c  r e co rd .  In l i g h t  o f  
t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I f e e l  t ha t  i t  i s  im pe ra t i v e  t ha t  t h i s  committee 
r eques t  from Dow a l l  unpub l i shed  s t u d i e s  done on d i o x i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
the r e p r o d u c t i v e  study on 300 wives o f  d io x i n - e xpo sed  workers  t ha t  
was i n i t i a t e d  in  J u l y ,  1976 and conc luded  in  J u l y ,  1978. Fur thermore,
I b e l i e v e  t h a t  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  r a i s e d  by t h i s  t e s t imony ,  and 
unpub l i shed  Dow s t u d i e s ,  war ran t  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  hea r ings  be c a l l e d . "
* * * * * * * * * * *
Congressman David E. Bon io r ,  pas t  Chairman o f  the Vietnam Veterans  In 
C ong r e s s ;
" . . . t h e r e  i s  an ominous r e cu r r en ce  o f  severe medi ca l  problems e x h i b i t e d  
in  those who c l a im  to have been exposed to Agent Orange, These problems 
i n c l u d e  tumors, c h l o r a cne  r ash ,  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  i n  o f f s p r i n g ,  and 
n e u r o l o g i c a l  d i s o r d e r s  among many o t h e r s . "

"Th i s  i s  not the f i r s t  t ime these symptoms have been seen in 
co nnec t io n  wi th Agent Orange. Dow Chemica l ,  the l a r g e s t  manufac tu re r  
o f  Agent Orange in the Un i ted  S t a t e s ,  exper i enced  an ou tbreak  o f  
c h l o r a cn e  a t  one o f  i t s  manufac tu r ing  p l a n t s  i n  1964. Thomas W h i t e s i d e ,  
i n  h i s  r e s ea r ch ,  c i t e s  Dr. Benjamin Ho lder ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  Dow's M id land  
D i v i s i o n  as s t a t i n g  tha t  heavy exposure cou ld  lead to i n t e r n a l  organ 
damage and nervous system d i s o r d e r s . "

" In  1953, male workers a t  a German manufac tu r ing  p l a n t  were found to 
have developed c h o l r a c r  ."

" In  1963, f o l l o w i n g  an e x p l o s i o n  a t  a Dutch manufac tu r ing  p l a n t ,  50 
workers  s u f f e r e d  ch l o r a cne  and i n t e r n a l  damage."

"The most famous case i n v o l v i n g  d i o x i n  occured in Seveso,  I t a l y  in 
J u l y ,  1976. An e x p l o s i o n  a t  a Swiss-owned chemica l  p l a n t  produced a 
c l oud  o f  d i o x i n  and f o r ced  the evacua t i on  o f  the sur round ing  communi t ies .  
The people  exposed exper i enced  eye and t h r o a t  i r r i t a t i o n ,  s k i n  e r u p t i o n s ,  
headaches,  and d i z z i n e s s .  W i th in  two days,  smal l  an ima l s  i n  the area 
began to d i e .  Postmortems showed ex t e n s i v e  l i v e r  damage. Because o f  
the p u b l i c i t y  on the t e r a t o g e n i c i t y  ( d i s f i g u r e m e n t  o f  f e t u s e s )  from 
d i o x i n ,  the C a t h o l i c  Church s an c t i oned  a b o r t i o n s  f o r  exposed women. 
Spontaneous a b o r t i o n s  appeared to doub le .  The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  280' 
c h i l d r e n  north of  the contaminated area were s u f f e r i n g  from ch l o r a c n e .
To my knowledge, many of  these f a m i l i e s  are s t i l l  unab le to r e t u rn  to 
t h e i r  homes."

Ed. note: Sc ience  magazine, Vo l .  205, 24, August 1979, r epor t ed  in  an 
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Agent Orange Furor  Cont inues  to B u i l d " ;

" L a s t  month, 13 o f  74 employees a t  a 2 ,4 ,5 -T  manufa c tu r ing  p l a n t  in 
J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  A rkansas ,  were found to have c h l o r a cne  from d i o x i n  
l eakage .  A medica l  team headed by I r v i ng  J .  S e l i k o f f  o f  Mount S i n a i  
School  o f  Med i c in e  has been d i spa t ched  to the scene to l ook  f o r  e f f e c t s  
of  the chemica l  on s k i n ,  and immune systems o f  past  and p resent  wo rker s . '



Rober t  0. M u l l e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r ,  V ietnam Veterc ins o f  Amer i ca ;

"N e a r l y  eve ryone ,  i n c l u d i n g  the Ve te r an s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and the 
chem ica l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  agree t h a t  exposure  to Agent  Orange and i t s  
con t am in en t  d i o x i n  causes  c h o l r a c n e ,  a d i s t i n c t ,  p e r s i s t e n t  ana 
seve re  s k i n  r a sh .  Ye t ,  no Vietnam ve t e r an  i n  Amer ica w i t h  c h l o r a c n e  
has r e c e i v e d  compensa t ion  f o r  the s k i n  c o n d i t i o n  because o f  exposure  
to Agent  O range . "

"When asked to e x p l a i n  why, VA A d m i n i s t r a t o r  Max C l e l a n d  s t a t e s ,  as 
he d i d  b e f o r e  t h i s  Committee in  F eb rua r y ,  t h a t  the e x i s t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  
a re  in adequa te  because they were not  done on Vietnam v e t e r a n s .

Ed. note:  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a v e rba t im  quote from Max C l e l a n d ' s *  
t e s t im ony  b e f o r e  the Subcommit tee on F.ebruary 25, 1 980;

"Whereas t he re  a re a number o f  r e p o r t s  o f  human exposure  to Agent  
Orange c o n s t i t u e n t s  from i n d u s t r i a l  s e t t i n g s  and a c c i d e n t s . . .  the on ly  
c l e a r c u t  h e a l t h  r e l a t e d  f i n d i n g  i s  t h a t  such exposures  may be (no te:  
u n d e r l i n i n g  i s  E d i t o r ' s  emphas is)  f o l l o w e d  by the deve lopment  o f  a 
s k i n  c o n d i t i o n  known as c h l o r a c n e .  However, t he re  a re  no s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  
v a l i d a t e d  da ta  y e t  a v a i l a b l e  to show i n c r e a s e d  f r equen cy  among Vietnam 
vet:erans o f  t h i s " . . .
* * * * * * * * * * *
E. P h i l - l i p  R i g g i n ,  Deputy D i r e c t o r  N a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  Commiss ion,  
o f  The Amer i can  L eg io n ;
"We a re s o r r y  to say t h a t  the VA has,  i n  our  judgement,  not  handled 
t h i s  ma t te r  as we l l  as i t  shou ld  h a v e . " . . . " h o s p i t a l  and c l i n i c  s t a f f s  
were a p p a r e n t l y  not  p r o p e r l y  o r i e n t e d  as to the r a t i o n a l e  f o r  the 
e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  which r e s u l t e d  in many v e t e r an s  be ing a n t agon i z ed  by the
way they have been r e c e i v e d  and t r e a t e d  by VA med i ca l  p e r s o n n e l . "

"The Amer ican  Leg ion  i s  a t  p r e s e n t  m o n i t o r i n g  the e x am ina t io n  
p r o c e s s ,  n a t i o n w i d e ,  to de te rm ine  how we l l  the Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
i s  c a r r y i n g  ou t  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i 1i t y  to examine a l l  v e t e r an s  who were 
or may have been exposed to Agent  Orang,  and to a s c e r t a i n  whether  such 
e x am ina t i o n s  a re  be ing c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  a thorough and compass i ona te  
ma n n e r . ''

. . . " t h e  F i e l d  S e r v i c e  s t a f f  o f  the L e g i o n ' s  N a t i o n a l  Ve te rans  A f f a i r s  
and R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  Commission i s  p r e s e n t l y  e v a l u a t i n g  the Agent  Orange 
s c r e e n i n g  program du r i ng  t h e i r  v i s i t a t i o n s  to VA med i ca l  ca re  f a c i l i t i e s .  
The F i e l d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  have r e c e n t l y  been i n s t r u c t e d  to pay s p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  to the s c r e e n i n g  program and to p r o v i d e  comments and 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  on the q u a l i t y  and t i m e l i n e s s  o f  these  e x a m in a t i o n s .  The
f eedback  we r e c e i v e  as a r e s u l t  o f  these  su rvey s  w i l l  be o f  g r e a t
a s s i s t a n c e  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  the f a c i l i t i e s  a t  which i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in  
the q u a l i t y  o f  e xam ina t io n s  e x i s t . "  
* * * * * * * * * * *
Jeanne M. S t e l im a n ,  A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  D i v i s i o n  
o f  E n v i r o n n e n t a l  S c i e n c e s ,  Co lumbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  New Yo rk ,  NY;
. . . " t h e r e  i s  a p r e s s i n g  need For deve lopment  o f  c 1 i ni c a 1 pro toco 1s f o r  
e xam ina t i o n  o f  v e t e r an s  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  exposure  to Agent  Orange.  I have 
appended a med i ca l  e xam ina t io n  form o f  one v e t e r an  examined at  the 
Ve te rans  f a c i l i t y  a t  F o r t  S n e l l i n g ,  M i nne so t a .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  
form was des igned  w i t h o u t  r ega rd  to c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and c o m p u t e r i z a t i o n  
o f  r e s u l t s .  I t  i s  an open form,  a l l o w i n g  each exam'n ing p h y s i c i a n



d i s c r e t i o n  f o r  even the most b a s i c  and rou t e  b lood and u r i n e  t e s t s .
I t  p rov id e s  no gu idance  to the examining p h y s i c i a n  who must t r e a t  a 
p a t i e n t  w i th  p o s s i b l y  a q u i t e  complex a r r ay  o f  symptoms. I t  seeks no 
s y s t ema t i c  r e p r o d u c t i v e  h i s t o r y .  I t  reques ts  tha t  the ve t e ran  d e s c r i b e  
hi s exposure to Agent Orange,  r a t h e r  than p rov id e  the p h y s i c i a n  w i th  
an independent  mechanism f o r  de te rm in ing  exposure .  There i s  no at tempt  
a t  records  l i n k a g e  between the v e t e r a n ' s  medi ca l  re cord  and h i s  s e r v i c e  
h i s t o r y . "
* * * * * * * * * * *
P h i l l i p  R. Mayo, S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  n a t i o n a l  L e g i s l a t i v e  S e r v i c e ,  
Ve terans  o f  F o re ign  Wars Of The Un i ted  S t a t e s ;
" . . . a  number o f  q ue s t i o n s  have been genera ted  in  the s c i e n t i f i c  
community r ega rd ing  the VA's  "Request  f o r  P roposa l  f o r  Agent Orang? 
Ep i d e r eo l o g y  Study Des ig n . "  These ques t i o n s  r e l a t e  to the manner in 
which the VA seeks to conduc t  the s tudy ,  the e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  
o f  c e r t a i n  s c i e n t i s t s  from p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in  such a s tudy ,  the l a c k  o f  
c e r t a i n  needed " q u a l i t y "  c o n t r o l s  on the s tudy ,  and the VA's apparent  
i n t r a n s i g e n c e  conce rn i ng  the c r i t i c i s m s  t ha t  have been l e v e l e d  in  t h i s  
regard .  At  t h i s  t ime,  we cannot  condone the e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  any 
q u a l i f i e d  e x p e r t i s e  in  such an endeavor nor can we a cqu i e s ce  to a 
p r o t o c o l  which may be so r e s t r i c t i v e  as to r a i s e  que s t i o n s  conce rn ing  
i t s  c r edence . "
* * * * * * * * * * *
Na t io na l  Veterans  Law Cen te r ,  Lewis M. M i l f o r d ,  Ronald Simon, and 
Lewis A. G o l i n k e r ;
"The h i s t o r y  o f  the Ve terans A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  p o l i c y  on Agent Orange 
r e v e a l s  s eve ra l  t r o u b l i n g  prob lems.  U n l i k e  the a c t i o n s  o f  the 
Env i ronmenta l  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency and o ther  agenc ie s  concerned w i th  
re l a t ed  hea l t h  a rea s ,  the Ve terans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has taken a c l o s ed  
and s e c r e t i v e  approach to d e c i s i on -m ak ing  on i s s ue s  o f  h ea l t h  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y .  S c i e n t i s t s ,  ve te rans  and o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  members 
o f  the p u b l i c  have been c l o s ed  out  o f  impor tan t  agency d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
on the r u l e s  f o r  a j u d i c a t i o n  and the conduc t  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y . "

"O p p o s i t i o n  to such pen d i s c u s s i o n  goes to the hea r t  o f  t h i s  problem 
and i s  c on t r a r y  to t.ie b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e g r i t y :  tha t  
a l l  r e l e v a n t  data and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  be taken i n t o  account  be fo re  
impor t an t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  are made. We are too f a r  a long in 
the area o f  p u b l i c  hea l t h  and env i ronmenta l  debate to deny the 
u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o rm a t i o n  and the s o c i a l  judgements t ha t  
must be made on the ba s i s  o f  such im pe r f e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  To compound 
these d i f f i c u l t i e s  by making such a d m i t t e d l y  d i f f i c u l t  d e c i s i o n s  
w i t hou t  the f u l l  range o f  ad v i c e  and c r i t i c i s m  i n v i t e s  p u b l i c  s k e p t i c i s m  
and o f t en  r e s u l t s  i n  the wrong d e c i s i o n s . "

" the  absence of  informed and independent  o p i n i o n  in  these d e l i b e r a t i o n s  
has meant that  the VA has not cons id e red  on the re cord  the c e n t r a l  
s c i e n t i f i c  and p u b l i c  p o l i c y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t ha t  are neccesary  to 
develop  sound s tandards  and l e v e l s  o f  p roo f  r e q u i r e d  f o r  compensat ion 
d e c i s i o n s  in  t o x i c  substances  exposure a reas .  The i s s ue s  are ex treme ly  
d i f f i c u l t  and deserve a t t e t i o n  immed ia te l y .  That  the Ve terans 
A d m in i s t r a t i o n  has r e l i e d  a lmos t  e x c l u s i v e l y  on s c i e n t i f i c  ev idence  
developed by the Department o f  Defense i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  the Agency ' s  
r e f u s a l  to c o n s i d e r  o u t s i d e  independent  i n f o rm a t i o n  in  these s e n s i t i v e  
a r e a s . "



"We at tempt  here to se t  out  severa l  suggested approaches to d ea l i n g  
w i th  the problems i d e n t i f i e d  above. F i r s t ,  open and p a r t i c i p a t o r y  
p u b l i c  de c i s i on -m ak ing  i s  e s s e n t i a l  in t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
and p o l i t i c a l  a rea .  The Agency should be r equ i r ed  to conduct  p u b l i c  
ru lemak ing on the i s s ue  o f  whether hea l t h  e f f e c t s  may r e s u l t  from 
d i o x i n  exposure and on the ba s i c  i s sues  o f  l e v e l  o f  p roo f  and t o x i c  
substances  v i c t im  compensat ion p o l i c y .  The Agency a l s o  should c o n t r a c t  
out  comp l e t l e y  the e p i d e m io l o g i c a l  study mandated by Congress in P u b l i c  
Law 96-151. The i n h e r e n t  d e f e c t s  i n  the process  which have been revea led  
to da te ,  c r i t i c i s m s  by ve te rans  and presumably by the Nat iona l  Academy 
o f  Sc ience? on the l a c k  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  an in -house  study f u l l y  
suppor t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  The s e n s i t i v e  nature o f  t h i s  problem mandates 
t ha t  an independent  and o b j e c t i v e  study be conduc.ted immed i a t e l y . "

" In a d d i t i o n  the Agency should d i s c o n t i n u e  the p r a c t i c e  o f  denying 
c l a ims  f o r  Agent Orange r e l a t e d  d i s a b i l i t i e s  u n t i l  p u b l i c  ru lemaking 
i s  completed.  At p resent  the Agency has denied a l l  c l a ims  based on the 
c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Th i s  has caused a s i g n i f i c a n t  harm to 
c u r r e n t  c l a iman t s  who may be d i s couraged  and not pursue t h e i r  c l a ims  
a f t e r  these i n i t i a l  d e n i a l s .  A l s o ,  the Agency should conduct  a n a t i o n a l ,  
comprehens ive ou treach  program to in form veterans o f  the c u r r en t  
i n f o rm a t i o n  on Agent Orange, ob ta in  neccesary hea l t h  data and begin 
to p rov ide  a f u l l  range o f  g e ne t i c  and f am i l y  counse l i n g  s e r v i c e s . "

" F i n a l l y ,  a g r e s s i v e  o v e r s i g h t  and d i r e c t i o n  by the White House 
In te ragency  Work Gr :p on Phenoxy He rb i c i d e s  on p o l i c y  and s c i e n t i f i c  
mat ters  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  neccesary .  The VA has demonstrated remarkable 
i n d i f f e r e n c e  to open and p a r t i c i p a t o r y  p o l i c y  making on these hea l t h  
and s c i e n c e  ma t te rs .  Other  agenc ies  o f  government concerned wi th 
r e l a t e d  hea l t h  i s sue s  must i n t e r vene  be fo re  Vietnam veterans and the 
p u b l i c  l o s e  whatever  hope i s  l e f t  o f  r e s o l v i n g  t h i s  i s s u e . "  
* * * * * * * * * * *  
C h r i s t o p h e r  H. Johnson,  Vietnam Veterans o f  South Dakota,  Inc . ;
"We are the men who went to f i g h t  a very comp l i ca ted  war and the 
s u f f e r i n g  and dying was j u s t  as rea l  as in a l l  wars. You asked us to 
go and we went. We are the ores who were f i g h t i n g  on f o r e i g n  s o i l  so 
we cou ld  keep the Un i ted  S t a te s  such a freedom lo v in g  coun t ry .  You 
must not turn your  b?.cks on us now that  we are in rea l  need o f  he lp .
We are not the ones who went to Canada f o r  awh i l e ,  who were a l l owed  to 
come back home w i t ’i a guaranteed wor': program."

"You are not t u rn ing  your  backs on the Vietnamese re fugees  or the 
Cuban re fugees .  You are s t i l l  sending monetary a id  to Vietnam and 
a l l o w in g  Cubans to take up bed spaces in VA h o s p i t a l s .  I do not mind 
them coming to our co un t r y ,  I would in  no way want to l i v e  in  t h e i r  
c o u n t r i e s  e i t h e r . "

"Don ' t  you t h i n k  tha t  i t  i s  on ly  r i g h t  to take care of  the Amer-'can 
men who supported you, f i r s t ? "

Ed. note: Ch r i s t o p h e r  Johnson l o s t  h is  r i g h t  leg and susta ned m u l i t p l e  
f ragment wounds to the l e f t  f o o t ,  l e f t  h ip ,  and r i g n t  a r "  and a l s o  
sus t a i ned  a hear ing l o s s ;  the Johnson' s  son, N i cho la s  wa  ̂ born wi th 
severe chromosome damage (some 26 b i r t h  de f e c t s )  and d ied s h o r t l y  at^er 
b i r t h .  Ch r i s  a l s o  s u f f e r e d ( s )  from a l a r ge  weight l o s s ,  a severe sk i n  
rash ,  and p e r s i s t e n t  f l u  type symptoms.
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An Update

The Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n  
A Men.s er o f  the Nat iona l  Veterans Task Force On Agon * Orange

Issue #5 Contact  Person: Tim M i chae l s  i l  2/295-1 771 , Room #325 ,
S ta te  C a p i t o l ,  St .  Pau l ,  Minnesota 55155

WHITE HOUSE SEEKS AGENT ORANGE INPUT FROM VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS

(Washington, D.C.) The In teragency Work Group to Study P o s s i b l e  
Long-Term Hea l th  E f f e c t s  o f  Phenoxy He rb i c i d e s  and Contaminants 
has scheduled a p u b l i c  meet ing,  a t  10:00 a.m.,  Monday, September 
22, to s o l i c i t  i npu t  regard ing  the Work Group's  recommendations 
to the White House. The meeting w i l l  be held in the Hea l th  & Human 
Se rv i ce s  North b u i l d i n g  aud i t o r ium ,  330 Independence Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. The Interagency Work Group recommendations are 
p r in t ed  in the August 29, 1 980 Federa l  R e g i s t e r ,  beg in ing  on page- 
57783. I n d i v i d u a l s  wi sh ing  to appear before the Work Group f o r  t h i s  
meeting should con tac t  Les P l a t t ,  202/245-7542, or Susan Wrenn, at  
202/245-1897. (Les i s  the counsel  f o r  the General  Counse l s  O f f i c e ,  
and Susan i s  the Deputy A s s i s t a n t  Se c re ta r y  f o r  the Hea l th  & Human 
Service:. O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  I n fo rm a t i on . )  I f  you want to appear be f c r e  
the Work Group you are asked to submit  a w r i t t e n  copy o f  your 
statement to the General  Counsels  O f f i c e  by Monday, September 15.
I f  you cannot make the meeting you can s t i l l  o f f e r  comments and 
quest i ons  regard ing  the Work Group's  recommendations, p rov ided 
tha t  they are rece ived  by September 22. The meeting i t s e l f  w i l l  
c o n s i s t  o f  three main agenda i tems: 1.) a r epo r t  o» the Work Grouo' s  
work, 2.) tak ing  p u b l i c  i nput  on the Work Group's  recommendations, 
and 3.) a ques t i on  and answer se ss i on  dea l i n g  wi th the l e t t e r s  they 
have rece ived  regard ing  recommendations. The Interagency Work Group 
w i l l  p resent  i t s  r epo r t  and recommendations to Stewart  E i z e n s t a d t ,  
t h t  White House Domestic P o l i c y  Adv i s o r .

Wr i t ten  comments should be sent  to:
O f f i c e  o f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  
Dept, o f  Heal th & Human Se rv i c es  
Room 3716E
Hubert Humphrey B u i l d i n g  
200 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington, D.C. 20201

* * * * * * * * *

(Washington, D.C.) Mr. Lou G a l i n k e r  and Lewis M i l f o r d ,  o f  the 
Nat iona l  Veterans Law Center ,  expressed concern about three o f  the 
recommendations being advanced by the Interagency Work Group to the 
White House;

1. That the VA's ep idemeo log i ca l  study should net i n c l u de  
ground t roops .

2. That the scope o f  the ep idemeo log ica l  study be expanded 
to in c lu de  a d d i t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s .

3. That the A i r  Force should be a l lowed to conduct  the 
Operat i on Ranchand study inhouse.



(St .  Paul , Mn.)
The Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n  shares the concerns expressed by 
the Nat iona l  Veterans Law Center  on these three recommendations,  
and ask that  you j o i n  us in  t e s t i f y i n g  before the Interagency  Wo.1; 
Group, or by subm i t t i ng  your  w r i t t e n  comments on these p roposa l s .

As to po i n t  number 1, an ep idemeo log i ca l  study tha t  d id not i n c l u de  
ground t roops would be incomplete  at  best  and would supp ly  no 
v i a b l e  answers f o r  the m a jo r i t y  o f  combat veterans  who may have 
been exposed to Agent Orange.

The second po i n t  c a l l s  f o r  an expans ion o f  the scope o f  the research  
to i n c l u d e  a d d i t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s .  There i s  a very good reason f o r  the 
f e de ra l  government to undertake t h i s  type o f  a s tudy,  however, we 
cannot  support  the i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n t o  the Agent Orange study.  
The Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n  would support  a sepera te  research  
p r o j e c t  i n  t h i s  area.  The i n c l u s i o n  o f  a study o f  the s y n e r g i s t i c  
e f f e c t s  o f  chemica ls  used in  Vietnam would n e c c e s i t a t e  ye t  another  
change in the research  des ign ,  and the r e f o r e  in the research  p r o t o c o l ,  
or methodology --  which t r a n s l a t e s  in t o  a l a rge  de lay  in  g e t t i n g  an 
a l r eady  overdue research  program underway. Such a change would r e q u i r e  
tha t  the VA s o l i c i t  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rm a t io n  from resea rcher s  b idd ing  
on the ep idemeo log i ca l  s tudy.  The VA would then have to reconvene 
t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  rev iew panel o f  ep idemeo log i s t s  to reassess  the new 
data be fo re  awarding a c o n t r a c t .  A maj^r change in the focus o f  the 
VA study i s  unwaranted, and would s u r e l y  c r ea te  a l eng thy  de lay in 
g e t t i n g  answers which veterans and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  have been wa i t i n g  
fo r  too long as i t  i s .

In a d d i t i o n ,  the p robab le  r e s u l t s  o f  an expanded study do not seem 
to j u s t i f y  e i t h e r  the changes being proposed or the de lay  they would 
n e c c e s i t a t e .  I f  s c i e n t i s t s  are unce r t a i n  about the medical  e f f e c t s  
o f  exposure to Agent Orange then how much more c e r t a i n t y  w i l l  they 
have about the combined e f f e c t s  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  chemica l s?  By 
expanding the scope o f  the research  program the on ly  c l e a r  cut  r e s u l t  
would seem to be the confounding o f  the v a r i a b l e s  o f  c a u s a l i t y  -- and 
from what many o f  us have read in the s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l s ,  s c i e n t i s t s  
now know l i t t l e  or noth ing about the s y n e r g i s t i c  e f f e c t s  o f  chemica ls  
on humans, or even animals  f o r  that  matter .

On p o i n t  number th ree ,  we agree wi th the p o s i t i o n  o f  the Nat iona l  
Academy o f  Sc ience ,  the Veterans o f  Fo re ign  Wars and the American 
Leg ion ,  tha t  a study conducted in-house by the U.S. A i r  Force would 
l a c k  c r e d i b i l i t y  as f a r  as veterans  and the genera l  p u b l i c  are 
conce rned .
* * * * * * * * *

(Washington,  D.C.) The U.S. Senate voted 8G to 0 (wi th 1 ab s t ens i on )  
to approve the Hei n t z / „rans ton amendment v 1 549) d ea l i n g  wi th the 
Agent Orange i s sue .  The amendment, which passed the Senate on 
Wednesday, September 3, would expand the scope of  the VA's Agent 
Orange study to in c l u de  o ther  v a r i a b l e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  would r equ i r e  
Congress to promulgate r u l e s  to adm in i s t e r  Agent Orange d i s a b i l i t y  
compensat ion c l a ims  by the VA, no l a t e r  than two years f o l l o w i n g  the 
VA's f i r s t  repor t  to Congress on the p r e l im in a r y  r e s u l t s  o f  the 
ep idemeo log i ca l  study.  The adoDt ion o f  a s i m i l a r  amendment by the 
House would s h i f t  the focus of the VA's research  from Agent Orange 
exposure to Vietnam s e r v i c e  ana the impact o f  exposure to a v a r i e t y  
of  chemi c a 1s .



1 s t .  Pau l ,  Mn.) John Heubach, Reg iona l  Coo rd in a to r  o f  the Nat i ona l  
Veterans Task Force On A g e i t  Orange, has p rov ided  the f o l l o w i n g  
s t a t i s t i c s  on the number o f  Agent Orange s c r e e n i n g ' s  conducted,  or 
pending,  i n  the midwest reg ion  ( f i g u r e s  were s upp l i e d  by Mr. Bob 
Puttman, DMS - VA C e n t r a l ) :

Mi nnesota 4,257 completed , 212 pending
Mi chi  gan 1,645 " II 1 4 7 "

MIDWEST I l l i n o i s 1,081 " II 155 "

AGENT ORANGE Wi scons i  n 992 " II 145 "

SCREENING'S North Dakota 839 " It 107 "
South Dakota 728 " II 120 "
Mi s sou r i 671 " II 147 "
Midwest Tota l 10,213

John noted tha t  these f i g u r e s  were r e p r e s e n t a t i  ve o f  the in f o rma t io n
VA Cent ra l  had on hand on August 20 , 1980. In a d d i t i o n ,  the t o t a l
number o f  requests f o r  p h y s i c a l s  in Mi nnesota have now reached 13,545.
* + * * * ★ * * *

(Washington, D.C.)  Dr. Lawerence Hobson, Spec ia l  A s s i s t a n t  to Dr. 
C u s t i s ,  the VA's C h i e f  Medi ca l  D i r e c t o r ,  informed us tha t  the VA's 
t e chn i c a l  s e l e c t i o n  committee s e l e c t e d  a c o n t r a c t o r  f o r  the Agent 
Orange ep idemeo log i ca l  study sometime in  August .  Dr. Hobson noted 
tha t  t h i s  i n f o rmat ion  cou ld  not be re le a sed  pending the outcome of 
the General  Account ing O f f i c e ' s  (GAO) rev iew o f  the c o n t r a c t  
procurement p rocedures .  The GAO was requested to i n v e s t i g a t e  the 
co n t r a c t  n e go t i a t i o n s  at  the reques t  o f  the Nat i ona l  Veterans Law 
Center .  The Law Center  had a l s o  sought an i n j u n c t i o n  a ga i n s t  the VA 
to h a l t  the c o n t r a c t  rev iew process ,  based on what they be l i e ved  to 
be gross inadequac ies  in  the proposed s tud ie s  research  des ign .  The 
Court  d id  not i s sue  the i n j u n c t i o n  the Law Center  was seek ing ,  however.

Dr. Hobson s ta ted  that  i t  was h i s  b e l i e f  tha t  the VA would have 
awarded the research  c o n t r a c t  as much as three months ago, i f  i t  were 
not f o r  the Law Centers i n t e r v e n t i o n  through the cou r t s  and the GAO.

(St.  L ou i s ,  Mo.) The Nat iona l  Veterans Task Force On Agent Orange 
i s  seek ing inpu t  on a Nat iona l  Agent Orange Conference being planned 
fo r  Washington, D.C. ,  on May 23 and 24, 1981. The Task Force i s  a l s o  
ask ing f o r  i n f o rma t io n  regard ing  l o c a l  r e f e r a l  systems w i t h i n  s t a t e s ,  
so that  t h e i r  o f f i c e  can r e f e r  veterans concerned about Agent Orange, 
and o ther  i s s ue s ,  to l o c a l  veterans advocacy groups.  Ca l l  or w r i t e  
Jon Fu r s t  a t  314/428-0113;

Jon Fu r s t
NVTFO - Nat iona l  O f f i c e
P.O. Box 15972
St .  L ou i s ,  M i s s ou r i  63114

(Washington, D.C.) The Envi ronmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency announced on 
A p r i l  29,1980, that  the Agency i s  r eques t i ng  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o rma t io n  
from manufacturers  to determine whether 2,4-D, a component o f  Agent 
Orange s t i l l  used e x t e n s i v e l y  in Lhe Uni ted S t a t e s ,  i s  sa fe  f o r
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! humans and the env i ronment .  "We have made t h i s  d e c i s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a
rev iew o f  hea l t h  e f f e c t s  s t u d i e s  o f  2 ,4-D,"  Blum s a i d .  "The rev iew 
showed tha t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o rm a t io n  gaps e x i s t  on the e f f e c t s  o f
2.4-0,.  p r even t ing  a d e f i n i t e  c o n c l u s i o n  on the s a f e t y  o f  the h e r b i c i d e . "

The name 2,4-0 r e f e r s  to the phenoxy h e r b i c i d e  2 , 4 - d i c h i o r op h e n o xy a c e t i c  
a c i d  and r e l a t e d  s a l t  ana e t e r  forms. There are approx ima te ly  1,500
2.4-D products  which are used to k i l l  u n de s i r a b l e  p la n t s  in home lawns,

I
 f o r e s t s ,  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  d ra inage  d i t c h  banks, range land ,  pas t u re s ,

a qua t i c  a reas ,  c e re a l  c r op s ,  sugar cane and commercial  t u r f .  More 
than 70 m i l l i o n  pounds o f  the a c t i v e  i n g r e d i e n t  are d i s t r i b u t e d  a nnua l l y .

Commenting on the EPA r e v i e ’ o f  2,4-D, Blum noted t h a t ,  most o f  the 
s c i e n t i f i c  data submi t ted to t h e i r  agency in support  o f  p roduct  
r e g i s t r a t i o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  2,4-D were r e g i s t e r e d  s i n ce  the 1940's .
And tha t ,  w h i l e  some o f  these s tud i e s  are s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  v a l i d ,  many 

_ o thers  do not meet t oday ' s  s tandards  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  t e s t i n g ,  As a
S r e s u l t ,  there are s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o rm a t io n  gaps in  severa l  a r eas ,
m i n c l u d i n g  cancer  p o t e n t i a l ,  r e p rodu c t i v e  e f f e c t s ,  n e u r o t o x i c i t y ,  and
vj metabol i sm in an ima l s .  The EPA p lans  on conduc t ing  c e r t a i n  r e p rodu c t i v e
1 s t u d i e s  on 2,4-D in i t s  own l a b o r a t o r i e s  w h i l e  awa i t i ng  the in d u s t r y

r e s u l t s .

\ Companies tha t  hold EPA permiss ion to produce concent ra ted  or
i " t e c h n i c a l "  2,4-D i n c l u de ;  Dow Chemica l ,  M id land ,  M i ch igan;  Monsanto,

St .  Lou i s ;  Diamond Shamrock, D.'. l las; PBI Gordon Co rp . ,  Kansas C i t y ;  
Thompson-Hayward, Kansas C i t y ,  Kansas; and AmCnem Produc ts ,  Ambler,  Pa. 
* * * * * * * * *

(San F r a n c i s c o ,  Ca.) The Agent Urange Vete rans '  Adv i s o ry  Committee 
has j u s t  begun p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a monthly n ew s l e t t e r .  Each month they 
w i l l  have r e g u l a r  columns on l e g a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  med i ca l ,  s c i e n t i f i c ,  
and l o c a l  news-- oach e d i t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  in c l u de  one fe a tu r e  a r t i c l e .
The s u b s c r i p t i o n  co s t  i s  $12 per yea r ,  mai l  your  check payable to 
Agent Orange Vete rans '  Adv i s o ry  Committee, 944 Market ,  Su i t e  500,
San F r a n c i s c o ,  Ca. 94102.
* * * * * * * *  *

St.  Pau l ,  Mn.) Ma r t in  Sheen, noted f o r  h i s  r o l e  in "Apocalypse Now", 
r e p o r t e d l y  has agreed to na r r a t e  a documentary t e n t a t i v e l y  e n t i t l e d  
"Agent Orange: The Veteran Fam i l y " .  P lans are f o r  the a c t o r  to b"; in 
the Twin C i t i e s  i n  e a r l y  October  to work wi th instructor* Jim Gambone 
and h is  s tudents  a t  F i lm In The C i t i e s ,  a n o n - p r o f i t  group tha t  
promotes f i lm s  and f i lm a k i n g  1n the Twin C i t i e s .  The crew i s  making a 
30 - minute movie on the h e r b i c i d e  and i t s  e f f e c t s  on ve t e r ans .  The 
f i l m  has been about n ine months in the making and i s  scheduled f o r  
comp le t i on  sometime in  November. The documentary,  which i s  being 

I produced in c on j u n c t i o n  wi th the Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n ,  w i l l
focus on the impact o f  Agent Orange exposure on a V i o t ’iam veteran 
and h is  f a m i l y .  Any proceeds from the use o f  the f i l m  w i l l  go to the 
C o a l i t i o n  to f i n an ce  t h e i r  c on t in u i ng  e f f o r t s  to seek a r e s o l u t i o n  of  
the Agent Orange i s sue  f o r  a l l  Vietnam ve t e r ans ,  the F i lm In. The C i t i e s  

t group w i l l  on ly  r e ce i v e  funds to cover  t h e i r  c o s t s ,  s in ce  they are a
n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Any c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to a s s i s t  in the e f f o r t  to 
document t h i s  impor tan t  s to r y  would be app r e c i a t e d .  Tax d e d u c t i b l e  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  can be made to:

I Agent Orange F i lm P r o j e c t  Fund
i C/0 F i lm In The C i t i e s

2298 U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
I St .  Pau l ,  Minnesota 55108



The male mouse study exposed 100 mice to va ry i ng  s t r engh t s  o f  the 
three components o f  Agent Orange; the two d e f o l i a n t s  2,4-D and
2,4 ,5 -T  and the contaminant  TCDD, a l s o  c a l l e d  d i o x i n .  A c on t ro l  
group o f  100 mice were not exposed. The r epo r t  o f  the study s ta ted  
t ha t  no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c rease  in  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a b no rm a l i t i e s  i n  the 
exposed groups was obse rved . . .  exposure d id  not appear to i n f l u e n c e  
the f e t a l  or i n f a n t  development or the v i a b i l i t y  o f  o f f s p r i n g  s i r e d  
by the exposed mice.
★ * * * ★ * * ★ *

(M in n e a po l i s ,  Mn.) I n d u s t r i e s  i n  Minnesota are gear ing  up to f i g h t  
new s t a t e  r u l e s  c o n t r o l l i n g  d i s po s a l  o f  hazardous waste in  an 
attempt to r e p l a ce  them wi th l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  f e d e ra l  r e g u l a t i o n s .

I f  e f f o r t s  by the Minnesota A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Commerce and I ndu s t r y - -  
an o r g a n i z a t i o n  r ep re sen t i n g  many o f  the s t a t e ' s  l a r g e s t  bu s in e s se s - -  
are s u c c e s s f u l ,  p o l u t i o n  c on t ro l  o f f i c i a l s  conc lude tha t  a t  l e a s t
17,000 tons per year  o f  hazardous wastes cou ld  be improper l y  d i sposed 
o f  i n  s a n i t a r y  l a n d f i l l s ,  a t  bes t ,  and p i t s ,  swamps, r i v e r s  and streams 
a t  wors t .

The fe de ra l  r u l e s  supported by i n d u s t r y  would remove from s ta t e  
con t ro l  a l l  bus inesses  gene ra t ing  l e s s  than 2,200 pounds o f  
hazardous waste per month.

That would leave more than 1,000 hazardous waste producers  unregu la ted  
in  Hennepin county a lone accord ing  to county o f f i c i a l s .

The s t a t e  P o l l u t i o n  Contro l  Agency es t imates  t ha t  about 325,000 to'ns 
o f  t o x i c ,  f lammable or c o r r o s i v e  substances  are generated in Minnesota 
each year .  About tw o - th i r d s  o f  that  comes from bus inesses  and i n d u s t r i e s  
w i t h i n  the seven county m e t r opo l i t an  a rea.  There are no hazardous 
waste d i s po sa l  s i t e s  in M inneso ta ,  and a l l  o f  the waste c u r r e n t l y  must 
be shipped to s p e c i a l  dumps in  I l l i n o i s  and Idaho.

In a recent  hear ing before che Hazardous Waste Commission, the Minnesota 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Commerce and Indus t r y  t e s t i f i e d  tha t  . . . " t h e  co s t  o f  
compl iance wi th  the s t a t e ' s  r u l e s  f a r  exceeds tha t  o f  compl iance wi th  
f e de ra l  r u l e s ,  and wi th l i t t l e ,  i f  any, env i ronmental  b e n e f i t . "

(Source: M inneapo l i s  
S t a r ,  Tuesday, Sept.  
2, 1980. " I n d u s t r i e s  
F i g h t  S t a te  Rules On 
Hazardous-Waste
fli cnnca 1 K w .1 i m
Dawson, page #1, Sect  
A - -  head! i  ne s t o r y .)

D i s p o s a l " ,  by Jim
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(St« Louis. .  Mo.) An exper imenta l  drug used e x t e n s i v e l y  by the 
iw*' i i tary to p revent  ma la r i a  i n  Vietnam produces a b lood d i s o r d e r  
b’ amed for  the deaths o f  e i g h t  U.S. serv i cemen,  the Ba l t imore  
Evening Sun r epo r t ed .  The s i de  e f f e c t s  a l s o  resemble most o f  the 
a i lmen ts  Vietnam veterans  a t t r i b u t e  to Agent Orange, the d e f o l i a n t  
blamed in  r e cen t  l a w su i t s  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  hea l t h  problems among 
some ve te rans .  M i l i t a r y  doc to rs  knew about Dapsone's s id e  e f f e c t s ,  
the newspaper s a i d ,  but requ i r ed  the t roops to take the p i l l s  
because the drug was e f f e c t i v e  in  p reven t ing  a dead ly  s t r a i n  o f  
ma la r i a  t ha t  was r e s i s t a n t  to s tandard drug therapy .

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the s id e  e f f e c t s  o f  Dapsone which 
was taken from a manufac turers  p roduct  i n s e r t  (.ie, A ye r s t ,  A v l o s u l f s o n ,  
a brand o f  Dapsone) .

Cyanos is  and p a l l o r  may occur  as t r a n s i e n t  f e a t u r e s  soon a f t e r  
t reatment  has been i n i t i a t e d .  Nausea, v om i t in g ,  headache, g i d d i n e s s ,  
and t a c hy c a rd i a  are not common i f  the dosage i s  g r a d u a l l y  induced.  
P sy chos i s  has been repor ted  but i t  i s  not l i k e l y  to be seen on the 
lower dosage schedu les  now recommended. Anemia. In w e l 1-nour i shed  
p a t i e n t s  t reatment  w i th  the doses recommended, the occurence of  
s e r i o us  anemia i s  r a re .  Rout ine hemoglobin e s t im a t i o n s  are now 
cons idered  unneccesary as proper  c l i n i c a l  examina t ions should de t e c t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  degrees o f  anemia.

With slow i n d u c t i o n  the hemoglobin l e v e l  shows a f a l l  over a few 
weeks a f t e r  which i t  becomes s t a b a l i z e d ,  and may g r a d u a l l y  r i s e  as 
the p a t i e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n  and genera l  hea l t h  improves.  In the 
o c c a s i o na l  case where the f a l l  i s  severe i t  may be neccesary to stop 
the drug t e m p o ra r i l y ,  but once the anenia i s  c o n t r o l l e d  t reatment  can 
be resumed a t  a lower dosage l e v e l .

Drug f e ve r  w i th  genera l  d e r m a t i t i s ,  h e p a t i t i s ,  l ym phaden i t i s ,  e t c .
Thi s  c o m p l i c a t i o n  may develop and u s u a l l y  appears w i t h i n  the f i r s t  
s i x  weeks o f  t reatment  when the dosage has r i s e n  over  100 mg. per 
day. Should i t  occur ,  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  must be s topped,  and o ra l  
med i ca t i on  w i th  one ov the an t i  h i s t a m in i c  drugs i s  o f  va lue in 
a s s i s t i n g  the d e r m a t i t i s  1.0 subs ide q u i c k l y .  Su l fone  t reatment  should 
be w i t h e l d  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two months and may on ly  be resumed a f t e r  the 
p a t i e n t  has been d e s e n s i t i z e d  wi th repeated smal l  and i n c r e a s i n g  
do s e s .

F e b r i l e  r e a c t i o n s  c^e common under s u l f o ne  therapy ,  and where they 
are severe and f r equen t  the dosage should be reduced or the drug 
t em po ra r i l y  w i t h e l d .
* * * * * * * * * *

(Washington,  D.C.)  The Nat iona l  T ox i c o l og y  Program (NTP) has r e l ea sed  
a study which appa ren t l y  shows tha t  d i o x i n  does not cause r ep rodu c t i v e  
problems in males or b i r t h  d e f e c t s  among t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  An a n a l y s i s
o f  200 mice was conducted by a team of  f e de ra l  agen. e s , and stands as
the f i r s t  s c i e n t i f i c  at tempt to eva lua te  ve te rans '  charges that  Agent 
Orange a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  r ep roduc t i v e  system, and caused them to f a t h e r  
c h i l d r e n  w i th  b i »• t h d e f e c t s .

"We f a i l e d  to gat  any i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c rease  in b i r t h  
de fe c t s  or d e c  eased f e r t i l i t y , "  s a id  Dr. James Lamb o f  the Nat iona l  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  envi ronmental  Hea l th S c ie n ce s ,  who d i r e c t e d  the study.



1st .  Pau l ,  Mn. ) .  A Vietnam veteran  from Minnesota has been awarded 
what i s  b e l i e v ed  to be the f i r s t  case o f  d i s a b i l i t y  compensat ion 
f o r  de layed s t r e s s .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  case ir- l i g h t  o f  the 
Agent Orange i s s ue  i s  t ha t  t h i s  case,  l i k e  the r a d i a t i o n  compensat ion 
c l a im which was r e c e n t l y  won, e s t a b l i s h  a precedent  f o r  wa iv ing  the 
VA's one-year  presumpt ive pe r iod  f o r  f i l i n g  o f  a d i s a b i l i t y  
compensat ion c l a im .  In a d d i t i o n  uoth compensat ion cases are prime 
examples o f  a veterans being awarded VA compensat ion w i thou t  having 
v e r i f i a b l e  p roo f  o f  medical  proolems ev idenced w h i l e  on a c t i v e  duty.  
Again these cases seem to break from past  precedents  which fo l l owed  
the hard l i n e  r u l e  o f  thumb tha t  a vete ran must be ab le  to document 
h is  or her problem through personal  m i l i t a r y - m e d i c a l  r e co rd s .

Craig Williams of ' -  j

Bloomington fought 
with. thf> Iff'Si- Ar v - v V

Mekong Delta-♦ O

By Greg Hughee •
Staff Writer ' .-;i

A 33-year-old Vietnam combat veteran, 
troubled in the la s t three years by memo- _  . .
r ie s a t a l aost da ily  combat experiences a s  w i t h  t h e  U . b .  A t  ,J/V S  y t i l
an in fantryman, has received o re  o f th e ' r  .  * « . r
f ir s t Veterans Adm inistration disability* L n f a n t r y U l V l S U  . » % t h e  
ra t in g s fo r w ar- re la ted "p sycho lo g ica l - -  - — -
stress under a  new c lassifica tion . *- 
■ Craig W illiam s- of Bloomington, who 
fought ■ vo lun ta rily  w ith the U.S. A rm y’s  
9th M a n  tr y  Di-t* don n. the Mekong Delta, 
sa id  the stre „ from  those experiences 
p layed “a  sign ifican t ro le ’’ in a- recent 
divorce. * *• "

The fo rm er A rmy p^rgeant sa id h is  w a r­
tim e experiences, coupled w ith pub.lc con­
demnation when he came home in 1969, 
caused extreme anger, nightmares, flash­
backs. sleeplessness, impatience; g u ilt and 
Irr ita b ility . \

THE VA RATING decision.^signed la s t 
week a t F o r t SnelliDg, profcaoly £ft the f ir s t  
o f its  kind in Minnesota and is  among the 
f ir s t  su ck  rating made anywhere, accord­
ing to John K elley , F o rt Snelllng VA'adju­
dication officer; *'

The VA custom arily provides d isab ility  
ra tings to persons w f a su ffe r serious com- ■ 
bat wounds, physical d isab ilities , illnesses 

.and  psychological disorders that occur-, 
while on active duty.

But the VA in March added a new c la ss i­
f ica tion  ca lled  Post-Traumatic Stress- 
Neurosis,” which is a psychological re ­
sponse to- a life-threatening experience,
VA o ffic ia ls in Washington said .

The new c lassification went Into e ffect 
"as W illiam s was appealing a  d isbah ility  re-

Sie s t the VA had'tu rned down la s t year, 
e  sa id  h e  wanted the ra ting  so he could 

obtain regu la r counseling from  the VA, 
which is  not possible w ithout a d isab ility . 
ra ting .H e said he d id  not do it  fo r the mon- 
ey. ;-

PREV IOUSLY , MOST psycho logical 
d isorders have been c la ss ified  by the VA 
as nervous conditions, K e lly  sa id . Symp­
tom s had to be imported w ith in one year of 
discharge in  o rd e r for the veteran to be 
e lig ib le  fo ran y  kind o f d isab ility .

Po3t‘traum atic  stress in some Vietnam 
vcterans can take eight to 10 ye a rs to  su r­
face; psychologists say, so documentation 
in ;  servicem en 's m edica l record books 
would hot occur.

K e lly  sa id  the change is important be­
cause documentation in service medical 
records is  n t» longer necessary for th is kind 
of stress nuerosls.

W illiam s,, who was in  Vietnam from 
May 1968 to May 1969, was awarded a 30 
percent d isab ility , or $133 a month.

“I  fee l a great deal of. satisfaction ip 
winning th is ,” he sa id of his 2Vi-year

Se* Vietnam, Paco 7

C cm booed from Page-1._.
effort. “Not so much fo r m yse lf 
b u t:fo r other Vietnam, veterans^ 
who are. discouraged from  ap-. 
proaching the VA bureaucracy 
fo r anything.” i

As a-point man on a patro l in- 
V ifetnam , W ill ia m s  su ffe re d ;.j 

- shrapnel wounds to-both legs af- i 
te r tripping a booby trap, fo r ? 
which he was awarded a Purp le ! 
Heart. I t  p layed a ro le in win*- j 
ning the stress disab ility!

“I  don’t re a lly  feel the govern- 
’ ment owes me anything because „
1 vo lunteered fo r the d ra ft and I  
volunteered fo r V ietnam ," Wil- ' 
liams-said. “But if damage was 
done to a person as the resu lt of 
the war, then I think the govern­
ment should help repa ir the 
damage,” he said.

K e lly  of the VA said he ex­
pects to see a rise  in the number 
of d isab ility  rating requests for 
post-war stress because •'f the 
new classification . .

“.Each case is handled on an 
individual basis, and no two c*1**-' 
es-are exactly  a like ,” he said. 
“There is no easy money in this 
if someone applies w ith le ss than 
good intentions," he said.

i JEROM E PECKARSKY, the 
VA!s d irector of compensation 
and pension in Washington, said 
more than 100,000 Vletnam-era 
veterans have been diagnosed to 
have some kind of anxiety neu- 
rosisJHe said the new c la ss ifica ­
tion tr ies to pinpoint specific 
symptoms of psychological prob­
lem s that resu lt from severe 
combat experiences.

He said post-traumatic s tre ss- 
is a definition that means more 
than “shell shock" or “battle 
fatigue." “The important d iffe r­
ence here is  the amount of time 
involved — sometimes/ a fu ll 
decade — between the combat 
or PQW experience and b e  sur­
facing of symptoms,'’, he said. ’ ■



By D ona ld  H. Schwab 
D irec to r , N ationa l 
L eg is la tive  Serv ice

Agent Orange Study
P ub lic  Law  96-151, the V ete ran s 

H ealth  Program s E x ten s ion  and 
Im p ro vem en t A c t o f  1979, among 
o th e r p ro v is ion s , d ire c ts  the A dm in ­
is tra to r o f  V e te ran s’ A ffa irs  to 
c o n d u c t, p u rsuan t to a p ro to co l 
approved b y  the D irec to r o f  the 
O ffic e  o f  T e chno lo g y  A ssessm ent 
(O TA ), an ep id em io lo g ica l s tu d y  o f 
persons who served in the U n ited 
S ta tes A rm ed Forces du r in g  the 
V ie tnam  co n f lic t to de te rm ine  i f  
th ey have su ffe re d  long-term ad­
verse hea lth  e ffe c ts , re su ltin g  from  
expo su re  to the d io x in  found in 
A gen t O range, a h e rb ic id e  used as a 
d e fo lia n t in V ie tn am . The D irec to r 
o f  O TA  is a lso assigned re sp on sib il­
ity  fo r m on ito rin g  the VA 's com ­
p lian ce  w ith  the p ro to co l and 
repo rtin g  to the Congress at spec­
if ie d  in te rva ls on the execu tio n  o f 
h is re sp on s ib ilit ie s . T h is p rovision 
a lso d ire c ts  the P residen t to assure 
tha r the VA  s tu d y  is fu l ly  cl 
o rd in a tc d  w ith  o th e r Federa l s tud ie s 
(past, on-going, o r p lanned) and 
th a t a ll Federa l e ffo r ts  in the area 
o f  d io x in  research be fu l ly  co­
o rd in a te d ; and au tho rize s the ap­
p rop ria tion  o f  such sums as may 
be necessary fo r the co n du c t o f  the 
m anda ted  s tu d y . '

S u b se q u en tly , the H onorab le 
A lan C ranston , Cha irm an o f  the 
Senate V eterans' A ffa irs  C om m ittee , 
ca lled  fo r the A gen t Orange stu d y  
to be made by  p ro fe ssiona ls o u t­

side the VA  system . C oncu rring  
in th is recom m enda tion , Com- 
mander-in-Chief V ander C lu te  sen t 
the fo llow in g  le v :  to Senator 
C ranston :

"D ear M r. Chairm an:
"T he  Veteran s o f Foreign Wars 

concu rs in yo u r recen t sta tem en t 
th a t any Agcnc Orange s tu d y  con­
d u c te d  b v  the Veteran s A dm in is tra ­
tion  w  u ld  be su b je c ted  to serious 
q ue s tio n  as to its o b je c t iv ity . 
A lth ough  there is no que s tio n  in 
o u r m ind th a t research perfo rm ed 
by VA  phys ic ian s w o u ld  be h igh ly  
p ro fe ssiona l and unb ia sed , a ffe c ted  
V ie tnam  veterans a lready d isen ­
chan ted w ith  response to the ir 
needs b y  the VA  w ou ld  no t accept, 
as ‘fa c tu a l’ the resu lts o f an in- 
house s tu d y  b y  the VA . S im ila r ly , 
a s tu d y  conduc ted  I ) the same 
agency ad ju d ica tin g  :la im s m ay 
have bearing on the conc lu s ion s.

"N o tw ith s ta n d in g  the provision 
o f  sec tion  307, P ub lic  Law  96-151, 
m anda tin g  the VA  to co n du c t an 
A gen t O range s tu d y , we also be lieve 
m uch more c re d ib ility  w o u ld  be 
given to a s tu d y  by p ro fessiona ls 
no t d ire c r lv  associa ted w ith  the 
V A .

" In  v iew  o f the forego ing, it s 
o u r recom m enda tion  that the 
Agent Orange s tu d y  be conduc ted  
by  an independen t agency such as 
the N ationa l In s t itu te s  o f  H ealth , a 
world- renowned, h igh ly  respected

and p ro fe ss io n a l agency . F u rth e r, 
th a t the necessary supp lem en ta l 
app rop ria tion  be approved anJ 
needed fu n d in g  no t d-ainecl from  
the a lre ady  w h o lly  in adequa te  VA  
budge t.

"T h e re  is no d o u b t in m y m ind 
yo u  w il l im p a r tia lly  con s ide r n u r 
re com m enda tion  and w ith  best 
w ishes and k in d  persona l regards. 
I am

"S in ce re ly ,

H oward E . V ander C lu te , Jr. 
Commander- in-Chief"
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S ta te  C a p i t c l ,  S t .  P au l ,  Minnesota 55155

(Westbury, N.Y. )  Court  documents ' v i ed Tuesday (.Oct.14) by Dow 
Chemical  Co. ,  a defendant  in  a s u i t  i n i t i a t e d  by Vietnam ve t e r ans ,  
show f o r  the f i r s t  t ime tha t  the Army may have known o f  the 
p o t e n t i a l  danger o f  d i o x i n  in  Agent Orange two years  be fo re  the 
d e f o l i a n t  was sprayed in Vietnam.

Dow Chemical  f i l e d  the documents in U.S. D i s t r i c t  Court ,  where a 
s u i t  has been brought by Vietnam vete rans  a g a i n s t  Dow and fou r  
. t h a r  chemical  f i rms  tha t  manufactured the h e r b i c i d e .  The veterans  

;! say t h e i r  exposure to d i o x i n  caused a v a r i e t y  o f  i l l s ,  rang ing from
tumors to b i r t h  de f e c t s  and nervous d i s o r d e r s .

Dow Chemical  produced a s c i e n t i f i c  paper pub l i shed  in 1962 in the 
Journa l  o f  I n v e s t i g a t ' ve Dermatology tha t  d e t a i l s  a technique f o r  
t e s t i n g  d i o x i n ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  harm by us ing the t i s s u e s  o f  a l i v e  
r a b b i t ' s  ear.  The study,  a foo tno te  i n d i c a t e s ,  was f i nanced  by the 
Research and Development D i v i s i o n ,  O f f i c e  o f  the Surgeon Genera l ,  
Department o f  the Army.

The paper r e f e r s  to another  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  d i o x i n ' s  t o x i c i t y  to 
humans f i r s t  repor ted  in 1957 in  a German s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l ,  which 
i s  a l s o  in c l uded  in cou r t  papers.

The chemical  companies produced the d e f o l i a n t  under Defense 
I Department c on t r a c t s  dur ing the Vietnam War. About 2,000 Vietnam
| veterans from 24 s ta t e s  have j o in ed  in the s u i t .  The d i s pu t e  has
} ye t  to come to t r i a l  because o f  p rocedura l  de lays .

.Both the veterans and the chemical  companies have charged tha t  the 
Defense Department may have been aware o f  the t o x i c  p o t e n t i a l  o f  
d i o x i n  in  2 ,4 ,5-T ,  one of  Agent Orange's  two h e r b l c i d a l  components.

But u n t i l  now, ne i t h e r  s id e  had o f f e r e d  p roo f  that  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s  may have been aware o f  d i o x i n ' s  p o t e n t i a l  danger.

"So f a r  there have been mainly a l l e g a t i o n s , "  sa id  Don F raye r ,  an 
o f f i c e r  o f  Dow's l ega l  c l a ims  d i v i s i o n .  "Th i s  i s  a f a c t ,  the f i r s t  
o f f e r ed  so f a r . "
("Maker o f  Agent Orange says Army knew o f  r i s k " ,  Adr ian  Pe ra cch io ,  
The M inneapo l i s  S t a r ,  Wednesday, Oct.  15, 1980)

(Chicago,  111.) More than 100 a t to rney s  from a l l  50 s t a t e s  met in 
Chicago to d i s cu s s  an unprecedented c l a s s  a c t i o n  s u i t  f i l e d  aga in s t  
the n a t i o n ' s  seven l a r g e s t  chemical  companies on beha l f  o f  thousands



o f  Vietnam ve te rans  exposed to the t o x i c  d e f o l i a n t  Agent Orange.

The s u i t ,  f i l e d  in  J anua ry ,  1979, i n  a New York s t a t e  D i s t r i c t  
Cou?-:, now i n v o l v e s  more than 1 ,250 a t t o r n e y s  from 150 law f i rm s  
na t i onw ide  and i s  regarded  as h i s t o r y -m ak ing  l i t i g a t i o n  in  the 
f i e l d  o f  p roduc t  l i a b i l i t y .

*
"We b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  the f i r s t  t ime in  the h i s t o r y  o f  Amer ican 
j u r i s p r u d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  many f i rm s  have banded t oge the r  to pool 
our r e sou r ce s  r a t h e r  than compet ing w i th  one another  f o r  c a s e s , "
Ch icago a t t o r n e y  Stephen J .  S c h l e ge l  s a i d .

New York t r i a l  lawyer  V i c t o r  Yannacone s a i d  t h a t  anyone who served 
in  Vietnam and drank the wate r  was exposed to AO. "T h i s  does not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  mean t h a t  they a re  a v i c t i m  but they were exposed.  I t  
was in  the wate r .  Un less  you spent  the e n t i r e  war in  Sa igon 1n a 
bar d r i n k i n g  booze o r  b o t t l e d  wate r ,  you were exposed to d i o x i n , "  
he s a i d .

Yannacone s a i d  t ha t  the l awyers  are seek ing  an o rder  to compel seven 
For tune  500 companies to c o n t r i b u t e  to a t r u s t  fund t ha t  vou l d  pay 
ve te rans  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e i r  i n j u r i e s .

Under the proposed t r u s t  fund id ea ,  money would be pa id  out  o f  the 
m a n u f a c t u r e r ' s c u r r e n t  e a rn in g s  s i n c e  even the huge chemica l  
companies might  not be capab le  o f  bea r ing  the f i n a n c i a l  burden i f  
the p l a i n t i f f s  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e i r  damage s u i t s ,

Yannacone has asked t h a t  s e r i a l  t r i a l s  be se t  up in  the New York 
Federa l  c o u r t ,  one to de te rmine f a u l t ,  another  to dete rmine genera l  
c a u s a t i o n ,  and a t h i r d  to dete rmine l i a b i l i t y .
(."Vast Agent Orange S u i t  In P r o g r e s s " ,  The S ta rs  and S t r i p e s ,  Thursday,  
Oct .  9 ,  1 980) ‘ r

(S t .  P au l ,  Mn.) The Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  Med i ca l  Cente r  here 
r e l e a s ed  the l a t e s t  s t a t i s t i c s  on M i nne so t a ' s  Agent Orange Outreach 
Program i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  one ou t  o f  f o u r  ve te rans  screened  have been 
c a l l e d  back f o r  f u r t h e r  t e s t s  and/or  f o l l o w - u p  ca re .

The VAMC r epor t ed  t ha t  5,704 ve te rans  had been examined, and t h a t  
1,011 o f  those screened  had been p laced  i n t o  an a f t e r  ca re  program, 
w i th  seven i n d i v i d u a l s  a c t u a l l y  h o s p i t a l i z e d .

The VA Med i ca l  Center  a l s o  r e p o r t e r  tha t  13,599 a p p l i c a t i o n s  have 
been sent  out  f o r  the Agent Orange s c r een in g .  The VAMC r e p o r t  was 
r e l e a s ed  a t  a r e c e n t  meet ing o f  M i nne so t a ' s  Vietnam Veterans  C i v i c  
C o u n c i l ,  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  which was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o n c e i v i n g  and 
i n i t i a t i n g  M i nne so t a ' s  Agent Orange Outreach Program, a long w i t h  the 
Vietnam Veterans Ag a i n s t  the War.

Members o f  the VVCC have r a i s e d  concern about the l a r g e  number o f  
ve te rans  vho i n i t i a l l y  reques ted  the s c r e en in g ,  when the s t a t e  
surveyed i t s  ve te ran p o p u l a t i o n ,  but who have subsequen t l y  f a i l e d  
to r e t u rn  the VAMC a p p l i c a t i o n  form, or  to show-up f o r  t h e i r  
s chedu led  exam. The VVCC has sought  f o r ,  and won approva l  f rom, the 
VAMC a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to r e c o n t a c t  "no-shows" tc determine whether they 
are s t i l l  i n t e r e s t e d  in  an exam --and why they were * "no-show".
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Viet Yet Group Asks Feds for 
Martinez YA Hospital Probe

By CARLA MARINUCC1 
Times Staff Writer

MARTINEZ — Contra Costa County's Vietnam veter­
ans, angry about treatment they say they’ve received at 
the Veterans' Administration Mardnez hospital, have 
filed a formal complaint for a full-scale Investigation of 
the fac ility  with the VA Inspector General In Washington.

The complaint, filed this week on behalf of the local 
chapter of tl Vietnam Veterans of America, charges 
that the hospital's Agent O'.ange screening program is 
inadequate and outdated, a^d also contends that hospital 
staff members have included misleading and false state­
ments on veterans' hospital records.

Hospital spokeswoman Christina Breckinridge said 
“We offic ia lly have no notice of the problem” and have 
not received a copy of the complaints.

She said she could not comment on the demand for an 
investigation.

But, she added, "The VA Martinez is doing its level 
best to offer the best of service in its Agent Orange test­
ing" with Vietnam-er i veterans.

However, the veterans don’t agree.
"We have attempted numerous times to communicate 

and work with the administration in Martinez," said Pete 
Tiffany, president of the local veterans' group, “but our 
letters have gone unanswered, nor has anyone bothered 
to contact us."

•'We've taken that to be rejection," said Tiffany, 
"We've taken that to mean that this agency, formed to 
work with a ll veterans and assist them, Is Just not serving 
our needs."

T iffany’s group then filed the complaint with Washing­
ton. A copy was not ient to the Martinez facility .

Inspector Gener/J Alien Reynolds, contacted In his 
Washington office said that the Veterans' Administra­
tion will review t'.ie operation and complaints. He said 
"weTl probably decide this week" how any investigation 
wo;ild be conducted.

Said Reynolds of the veterans’ investigation demand: 
“ I recognize fiiat they have some very serious concerns, 
and one can oe sure they w ill be addressed "

Tiffany s.tid that Congressman Bill Ayers, Ronaid Re­
agan’s campaign advisor for veterans’ af >«, has also 
contacted the local group and “expi'-'ssed some .ery seri­
ous concerns about what’s happening to vets" at the VA 
facilities.

Tiffany, in his formal request for a full-scale investiga­
tion, cited "Inaction on the part of the VAMC Martinez 
senior personnel h  regard to Agent Orange testing" at 
the facility.

Art McGowan, another local veterans’ leader, main­
tains that the Agent Orange tests given to veterans are 
out of date and don’t comply with new examinations de­
veloped to standardize medical data concerning veter­
ans’ exposure to the defoliant,

McGowan contends that a new test has been developed

"which re-emphasized medical problems" which veter 
ans developed because of their exposure to Agent Or­
ange, but that test isn’t being given in Martinez.

"The VA has a clear-cut and simple responsibility to 
give veterans the correct test," he said.

Hospital spokeswoman Breckinridge said "there may­
be some page differences" between the tests given by 
Martinez and other facilities, but she added " I  know that 
our tests are correct."

Another of the local veterans’ complaints is that they 
receive “ less than humane" treatment at the VA facility 
and that their medical records sometimes contain false 
or misleading statements made by the hospital staff.

In his formal request, Tiffany contended that one local 
Vietnam veteran, Bob Gillespie, “was told that his liver 
was In very bad shape due to his drinking," even though 
friends and fam ily testify that Gillespie rarely drank.

At the VA Martinez faciliy , Gillespie was "informed 
that his suspected exposure to Agent Orange occurred 
while he was riding the Bay Area Rapid Transit System 
and while he drove along the roads of California," ac­
cording to T iffany’s complaint.

Both McGowan and Tiffany maintain that mcny local 
veterans are highly critica l of the facility's progr ■ 7.1 for 
"Delayed Stress Syndrome," a problem experif . ed by 
some Vietnam veterans which can result in f it ,0  jacks, 
depression, even violent tendencies.

The VA Martinez program, said McGowan, "proposed 
peer group counseling to discuss the dramatic events 
they went through during war time. But we thought re­
viving those issues would be dangerous and would threat­
en their readjustment, because it locates the problem 
within the veteran."

But the problems, he said, are also "outside the veter­
an — society, politics, time," and he contends the pro­
grams do little to help veterans or recognize that.

Inspector General Reynolds said he is conr ' sring ma­
laria l and complaints concerning the VA f—..Ity.

“We're looking at when was the last time we did an 
audit, and also looking at other complaints," he said.

"We talked with one administrative sta ff member as to 
his perception of the problem. We want to talk to the med­
ical Inspector, and based on the results of those discus­
sions, we'll reach the decision on what role we'll play," 
Reynolds said.

He said In the past year, the VA has had no complaints 
about the Martinez fac ility ’s Agent Orange program.

Tiffany has contacted U.S. senators Alan Cranston ah- 
S.I. Hayakawa on the matter, and McGowan — a veter­
ans’ liaison to Congressman George Miller's (D-Msrtl- 
nez) office — said M iller's office and staff are aware of 
the problems.

"My hope Is that this demand for an Investigation will 
prompt (the VA) to provide people who will at least listen 
and communicate with 'is, to bring some positive solu­
tions to our problems," said Tiffany.
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Probe Into 
■! Treatment 
! Of Veterans

Complaints of 
Mistreatment 
Of V eterans'

By CARLA MARINUCCI 
Times Staif Writer

MARTINEZ — An investigation will begin this week 
Intu charges by local Vietnam veterans that treatment 
and Agent Orange screening Programs are deficient at 
the Veterans Administration Medical Center here.

The VA’s Inspector General, Alien Reynolds, informed 
hospital administrator C.H. Nixon on Friday that his rep­
resentative w ill arrive to begin the probe, according to 
hospital adm inistrative assistant RudyBodnguez.

“We don't deserve it, but I think we'll stand up to any 
scrutiny by any Investigative body," said Rodriguez. 
With “ as mucn time and effort as we a ie spending on.the 
Agent Orange program here, I wou'd be very surprised If 
any investiga tion  revealed any defic iencies In the 
program."

In asking for the probe, the Contra Costa County chap­
ter of Vietnam Veterans of America, alleged that the 
Agent Orange program is ineffective and outdated, and 
that treatment of veterans is often "less than humane."

In some cases, the veterans charged, medical records 
of veterans have been changed by hospita1 staff mem­
bers to include false ant: misleading statem ent.

In interviews F r i d a y ,  Rodriguez and Dr. William Ogs- 
ton, acting chief of sta f, said they were "greatly su- 
pnsed" by the demand 1 >r e full-scale investigation.

Although veterans cor tend that their phone calls and 
letters to the hospital h ive not been answered, Ogston 
maintained "there has been phone contact, there has 
been personal contact. »,nd written communication."

Rodriguez said he is considering meeting with veterans 
to discuss problems on Oct.-10 during their next formal 
gathering at 8 p.m. n Concord's Queen of All S-ints 
Church.

"I'm  really In tho dark” as to why there have been 
complaints from veterans, he said. "You can't say there 
hasn't been communication."

Hospital regulations require that veterans be Informed 
of the facility 's Agent Orange screening progam, v hlch 
attempts to exa mine any veteran who says he might ,iave 

. Been exposed 'o the toxic defoliant in Vietnam.
But veterans have maintained that they were never 

asked to be part of '.he examination program, and that 
there were '/ew signs even inform ing incomlhg vets that 
the screen'hg was available

"We mny miss some," l i id  Ogston. "We don't ask ev­
ery vet,, 'Are you a Vietnam vat.?’" But he said that vets 
who lock old enough to have served tn Vietnam arc 
queneri.

Signs about the screening program have been posted 
aince May 8, "though they may have been down for tem­
porary renovations," said Rodriguez. " I can assure you 
we are meeting that qualification."

PROBE, Page

. From Page 2A 
■ Some ve te ran s in the 
Contra Costa organization 
have complained tbat they 

. generally haven't received 
' courteous care f r t  m the 
' hospital staff.

Said one: "They make 
I you fed  like a beggar."
• Kathleen Gillespie, wid­
ow of veteran Bob Gillespie 
•who d ied  In J u ly , sa id  
"They realiy treated him 

, badly. He came away from 
j th e re  dep re ssed . They 

made him lose his dlgni- 
ty."

R o d r ig u e z  re sp o n d ­
e d ," I'v e  been here since 
1972, and I  don't think I've 
ever heard a veteran say 
he'd been tre a te d  lik e  
that."

, Said Ogston, "Walk ar- 
i ound ana talk.to ihe ones 

who are ac tua lly  on the 
prem ises. I t  may be In 
some cases that the staff 

i are not as courteouu and 
i caring as they should be." 

V e te ran s had a lle g ed  
that In G illesp ie's case, 
hospital sta ff members had 
recorded he was an-alco­
h o lic— although fam ily  
and friends attesrbe didn't 
drink. They also said that 
GlUeeple waa exposed to 

, Agent Orange a number of 
I times, but that his hospital 

records attribute bis expo- 
, sure to toxic chemicals to 
; riding BART and commut- 
'• Ing on freeways.

Ogston and Rodriguez 
said that they couldn't d is­
cuss a specific case without 
a release.

However, Kathleen Gil­
lespie showed a copy of her 
husband's VA Agent Or­
ange screening exam to the 

i Times. ‘
Under the question, "Has 

the veteran been exposed 
to other potentially toxic 
chem ica ls?" the answer 
checked Is no. But written 
on the exam are the words 
"except on freeways and 
on BART."

Agent Orange testing at 
the hospital, said Dr. Sellg 

. B. Weinstein, attempts to 
; "deal with a ll the problems 

veterans are having" but 
can 't connect p h y s ica l 
problems with Agent Or-

' * '• iJ '

Rudy Rodriquez
ange exposure.

Many Vietnam-era vets 
have complained of chron­
ic skin rashes, sometimes a 
severe case of acne known 
as ch lo racn e . aches In 
joints, allergies, and other 
m a jo r  h ea lth  p rob lem s 
that could be re la ted to 
Agent Orange exposu-e.

“We don'; Ij io w  wnether 
these conditions are or are 
not caused by Agsnt Or­
ange." said Weinstein. So 
far, the Martinez facility 
has not analyzed data from 
Its 116 veterans who have 
been screened, he said.

The resu lts are being 
tabulated in Washington as 
part of a nationwide study, 
lie said, and Martinez is not 
looking for common symp­
toms because the number 
of veterans tested is too 
small to work with.

"Ail we do Is the exami­
nations," said Wemsb ,n. 
"We don't ad jud ica te  or 
make »ny causal relation­
ships. i ’wish I could make 
an early diagnosis. There 
Just aren't any easy an­
swers."

V irtually all the veterans 
contacted by the Times 
complained of some form 
of skin rash they contended 
resu lts from exposure to 
Agent Orange.

But, sa id  O gstun , " I  
would almost vonder If 
there's any of us here who 
hasn't had a skin rash."

And Weinstein added, " I 
h ive not seen a single case 
of choracne. We've had all 
other kinds of skin prob­
lems, and we treat them. 
But we do it -without saying 
they are or are noi caused 
by Agent Orange."________



(.Mart inez,  Ca) I t  was in  the j u n g l e s  o f  Vietnam tha t  A r t  and 
P l a c i d a  McGowan o f  Ma r t in e z  met.

An Army Capta in  and a member o f  the Spec ia l  Fo rc es ,  he would 
become a POW, decorated w i th  the D i s t i n g u i s h e d  Se rv i c e  Cross ,  f ou r  
Bronze S t a r s ,  and f ou r  Pu rp l e  Hear ts .

She was a nurse,  one o f  a handful  o f  American women who worked 
away from home, pa tch ing  up the wounded v i c t im s  o f  war.

A r t  McGowan's exper i ences  w i th  Agent Orange are v i v i d  ones. He 
remembers watching the p lanes  swoop down and m is t  the 1 a ’id w i th 
d e f o l i a n t ,  he remembers g e t t i n g  i l l .

And perhaps most f r i g h t e n i n g  o f  a l l ,  he says he i s  conv inced t ha t  
Agent Orange was not j u s t  being used as a h e r b i c i d e .

McGowan says the amount o f  sp ray ing  he saw - and the p laces  he saw 
being sprayed - conf i rmed tha t  " they were us ing i t  us a weapon," a 
k ind o f  "chemica l  War fa re , "  and "an e f f o r t  was being made to make 
people s i c k .  They were sp ray ing  i t  on g r a s s l a n d s ,  wher'i t h e r e ' s  
noth ing to d e f o l i a t e .  They were sp ray ing  i t  to get  i t  on the North 
Vi etnamese."

He r e c a l l s  the nightmare o f  r e fu gees ,  pour ing across  the border  out 
o f  a h e a v i l y  sprayed area: "They had s k i n  l e s i o n s .  A l l  the women had 
had m i s c a r r i a g e s .  None had c h i l d r e n  under two years  o l d . "

There were deformed c h i l d r e n ,  too. "The s t u f f  was h i t t i n g  them bad. 
They would have to put people through a c a t t l e  d ip  to get  those 
e f f e c t s ."

McGowan says s o l d i e r s  were j u s t  too busy t r y i n g  to su r v iv e  the 
shoot ing  to stop and ask about the h e r b i c i d e .  "What cou lu  I say?
"Hey y o u ' r e  us ing i t  as a chemical  agent a g a i n s t  them. Why are you 
us ing i t  a g a i n s t  us, too?"

He r e c a l l s  a " f l i g h t  where I saw 27 Phantoms in groups o f  t h ree ,  
fou r  and f i v e ,  a lmost  three squadrons.  They were bombing, s t r a f i n g ,  
going up and down. There were three p lanes sp ray ing  in  tl ie m idd l e ,  
i t  was u n b e l i e v e a b l e . You cou ld  go up to a t ree  ana h i t  i t ,  but i t  
would s h a t t e r  and f a l l  l i k e  broken g l b s s , "

At  some po i n t s  McGowan says,  " they were t r y i n g  e ve r y th i ng ,  dumping 
55 ga l l o n  drums out o f  a i r p l a n e s ,  sp ray ing  wi th h e l i c o p t e r s .  We 
f l ew  r i g h t  through i t .  You cou ld  even smel l  the C h i o r i n e - t y p e  smel l  
We got  to the end and we were a l l  s i c k e r  than h e l l .  They took us 
home."

McGowan says a f t e r  every sp ray ing  "someone got s i c k .  Whole u n i t s  
would come down wi th s i c k n e s s .  Severa l  people had f a l s e  hear t  a t t a c k s ,  
extreme a n x i e t y ,  a nerve r e a c t i o n  to the c hem i c a l s . "  A f t e r  one 
i n c i d e n t ,  "my eyes were swo l l en  shu t , "  he says.

"We got  dumped wi th i t , "  he says s imp ly .  "I d o n ' t  t h i n k  they in tended 
to do i t ,  but they d i d n ' t  take the care to get  us out .  When we'd ask,  
"Hey why are you spray ing us?,  the A i r  Force c o l o n e l s  would say,
"Don ' t  worry about i t .  J u s t  hold your  breath and don ' t  look up."



At  one p o i n t ,  "we were even t o l d  to get  under i t ,  to p rov id e  
a i r c r a f t  backup. "

P l a c l d a  McGowan says she never  saw the h e r b i c i d e  be ing sprayed .  She 
was 22, work ing as a s t a f f  nurse i n  a pos t  o f  sin i n t e n s i v e  ca re  ward, 
p a r t  o f  a h o s p i t a l  MASH- l i ke  u n i t  to ca re  f o r  the wounded.

Wh i l e  she was t h e r e ,  the m i l i t a r y  used h e r b i c i d e s  to c l e a r  a seven- 
m i l e  long area o f  j u n g l e  so t h a t  the h o s p i t a l  cou ld  be b u i l t .

"When we got  t h e re ,  i t  was a l l  j u n g l e ,  and by the t ime we l e f t ,  i t  
was a l l  c l e a r .  E ve r y th in g  as f a r  as you cou ld  see . "
( a r t i c l e  s u p p l i e d  by Contra  Costa County Vietnam Vete rans  o f  Amer ica}

( E d i t o r ' s  note: A r t  McGowan works as a v e t e r a n ' s  l i a i s o n  to 
Congressman George M i l l e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  M a r t i n e z ,  Ca.)

(Wash ington,  D.C.)  Test imony cn the Agent  Orange i s s u e  heated up 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  as VA A d m in i s t r a t o r  Max C l e l a n d  went b e fo r e  the House 
Commerce Subcommittee on O v e r s i g h t  and I n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  U n l i k e  the 
Ve terans  A f f a i r s  Committee, the O v e r s i g h t  Committee has c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e xp e r i e n ce  d e a l i n g  w i th  t o x i c  subs tances  and t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  h ea l t h  
d e t r im e n t s ,  and C l e l a n d ,  VA Genera l  Counsel  Guy McMichael  and C h i e f  
Med i ca l  D i r e c t o r  C u s t i s  f ac ed  a group t h a t  was u n w i l l i n g  to a c cep t  
a s i t - b a c k - a n d - w a i t  a t t i t u d e .

C l e l a n d ,  a t r i p l e  amputee who was h im s e l f  exposed to AO in  Vietnam, 
agreed w i t h  many exper t s  who have t e s t i f i e d  be fo re  t h a t  the q ue s t i o n  
o f  r e l a t i n g  a low h e r b i c i d e  dose to c h r o n i c  i l l n e s s  may never  be 
comp le te l y  answered. He s a i d  three s t u d i e s  now planned or  underway, 
however, c ou ld  p rov ide  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o rm a t i o n  in  two o r  th ree  y e a r s .

"That  i s  a p p a l l i n g , "  de c l a red  Rep. Andrew Magui re (D-NJ) .  "Why do we 
have to have the l a s t  b i t  o f  ev idence? "  Magui re s a i d  C l e l a n d  was 
" a b s o l u t e l y  wrong" to i n s i s t  on more s t u d i e s .

Magu i re  and Rep. A l b e r t  G^re, J r .  (D-Tu' urged C l e l a n d  to "make the 
r ea sonab l e  presumpt ion"  f u r  a p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n  t ha t  enough ev idence  
now e x i s t s  to l i n k  AO to a t  l e a s t  some problems o f  Vietnam ve te rans  
to war ran t  VA a c t i o n  on the c l a im s .

" J u s t  because the re  are u n c e r t a i n t i e s  d o e s n ' t  mean these peop le  d o n ' t  
deserve a b e t t e r  per formance from the Va than they a re g e t t i n g , "
Gore s a i d .

Magui re a n g r i l y  suggested t h a t  C l e l a n d  f i r e  h i s  C h i e f  Med i ca l  
D i r e c t o r ,  Dr. C u s t i s ,  who was s i t t i n g  w i th  C l e l a nd  a t  the w i tnes s  
t a b l e .  The a t t a c k  was unwarranted because C u s t i s  was r e c e n t l y  
appo in ted  by C l e l a n d ,  was not r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the VA's  two yea r  s t a l l ,  
and had not t e s t i f i e d  as y e t  a t  the hea r in g .

C l e l a nd  r e i t e r a t e d  t ha t  P r e s i d e n t i a l  Domest ic  Pol i  cy • Advi  s. or S t u a r t  
E i z e n s t a t  o f  the White House had promised r e c e n t l y  t ha t  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  be made be f o re  the ' . tudies are completed.

"The l a b a t o r y  was not V ie tnam,"  Cle' iand s a i d .  A l though  expe r imenta l  
an ima l s  s u f f e r  immediate hea l t h  problems when fed or i n j e c t e d  w i th



d i o x i n ,  the t o x i c  contaminant  o f  AO, C l e l and  sa id  the VA cannot  
conc lude  t ha t  a veteran who appeared hea l thy  a t  the the e^d o f  h i s  
s e r v i c e  became i l l  a decade l a t e r  as a r e s u l t  o f  Vietnam duty.

Maguire p o i n t e d l y  s ta ted  t ha t  " the s c i e n t i f i c  ev idence i s  i n  and 
i t  c o n c l u s i v e l y  po i n t s  to the f a c t  t ha t  the component chemica l s  o f  
AO are c a r c i n o g e n i c ,  capab le  o f  p roduc ing b i r t h  d e f e c t s ,  and y e t  
the VA's response to those exposed to the Agent has been a d i s a s t e r . "

A f t e r  w i tnesses  had completed t h e i r  tes t imony ,  C l e l a nd  summarized 
a statement des igned to g i ve  the impress ion  t ha t  the VA had long 
been concerned about and had been a c t i v e  in  r e s o l v i n g  the AO i s s ue .
The con ten t i on  was recogn i zed  as being untrue s in ce  i t  has on ly  
been r e c e n t l y  t ha t  the VA has accepted  the f a c t  t h a t  AO i s  more than 
a p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  problem tha t  cou ld  be ignored or  countered w i th  
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e x p e r t i s e .  For nea r l y  two yea r s ,  the VA has 
contended tha t  the use o f  AO in  Vietnam i s  harmless to ve t e r ans .

C l e l and  d i smissed  l a b o r a t o r y  s t u d i e s  showing that  AO caused cancer  
in an ima l s ,  and a h i g h l y  respec ted  Swedish study showing a h ighe r  
i n c id en ce  o f  cancer  in exposed humans, s t a t i n g  tha t  a l l  o f  h i s  
adv i so r s  had t o l d  him p r i v a t e l y  t ha t  they d id  not b e l i e v e  AO caused 
b i r t h  de fe c t s  in the o f f s p r i n g  o f  exposed male veterans and tha t  
on ly  a few he had consu l ted  f e l t  tha t  AO may cause cancer .

Ar e x t r a o rd i n a r y  comment which expressed the VA's a t L . t u d e  was made 
by Guy McMichae l ,  the VA"s General  Counse l .  McMichael  asked the 
Committee tha t  s in ce  t e s t s  showed t ha t  s ac ca rh in  caused cancer  i n  
t e s t  an ima l s ,  "Does tha t  mean t ha t  every veteran who used s a t c a r h i n  
in the s e r v i c e  and l a t e r  comes down wi th cancer  should be cons idered  
se rv i c e - connec t ed?"

The Committee was not s a t i s f i e d  wi th the VA's a t t i t u d e .  Rep. Magui re 
asked,  "Does Congress have to a c t  be fo re  people are compensated?"
"An and cou ld  come sooner i f  people ( i n  the VA) would meet t h e i r  
r e s p o n s i b i l l  t i e s . "

Rep. Gore, a Vietnam ve te ran ,  t o l d  the VA, " J u s t  because t h i s  i s  a 
new f i e l d ,  the VA does not have to take the a t t i t u d e  tha t  Agent 
Orange problems are nonex i s t en t .  J u s t  because i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to f i n d  
an answer, d oe sn ' t  mean you s h o u l d n ' t  t ry  ha rder . "

The VA countered wi th l a r g e l y  i r r e l e v a n t  excuses,  i g no r in g  the l o n g­
term p o t e n t i a l  hea l th  de t r iments  o f  AO. Carc inogens such Co asbes tos  
and r a d i a t i o n  take 15 to 20 years  to man i fes t  .hemselves.

The VA contended that  there was no medical  record in  Vietnam o f  AO's 
e f f e c t s  nor any ev idence o f  the damage to the veteran from AO when 
he underwent h i s  ph s i c a l  examinat ion upon te rmina t ion from the s e r v i c e .

A VA wi tness  asked, "How do (.tests on) r a t s  and monkeys r e l a t e  to 
exper i ence  in Vietnam?"

The hear ings showed tha t  wh i l e  the VA's test imony and a c t i o n s  were 
designed to ev idence concern f u r  veterans  exposed to Agent Orange, 
the VA's a t t i t u d e  prec luded the openmindedness and committment 
requ i red  o f  the agency to r e s o l v e  the i s s i e  i n  the best  i n t e r e s t  o f  
the veterans ins tead  o f  in the best  i n t e r e s t  o f  the VA,
("Agent Orange V e r d i c t  S t i l l  Out" ,  F o r r e s t  L i n d l e y  J r . ,  The Stars  
and S t r i p e s ,  Thursday, Oct.  2, 1980, p . l )



(.Washington, D.C.), Amid a g roundswe l l  o f  i n d u s t r y  o p p o s i t i o n ,
New York Assemblyman Pete G rann i s  t e s t i f i e d  be fo r e  the Senate 
F in ance  Committee September 12, i n  suppo r t  o f  the Sena t e ' s  
comprehens ive  Env i ronmenta l  Emergency Response Ac t  (S 1480).

G rann i s  p r a i s e d  the Senate f o r  add re s s i ng  the i s s ue s  o f  groundwater  
c on t am in a t i on  and the co n t am in a t i on  o f  l i v e s t o c k  by hazardous 
s ub s t an ce s ,  two areas  not  covere*. i n  s i m i l a r  House l e g i s l a t i o n .

The House has g iven  overwhelming suppo r t  to both o f  i t s  hazardous 
waste "Super fund"  p r o p o s a l s ,  and the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  push ing the 
Senate to compromise on i t s  more comprehens ive b i l l  i n  an at tempt  
to ge t  t h i s  key env i ronmenta l  l e g i s l a t i o n  passed be fo re  adjournment .

The l o p s i d e d  House passage --351-23 f o r  the Hazardous Waste 
Conta inment  Ac t  --came d e s p i t e  s t rong  i n d u s t r y  p re ssu re  a g a i n s t  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  funds to pay f o r  the c l eanup  o f  hazardous waste 
s p i l l s  and abandoned s i t e s .

Both House measures s e t  up f e d e r a l  fu nds ,  f i n an c e d  75 pe r cen t  by 
i n d u s t r y  and 25 pe r cen t  by genera l  revenues ,  to a i d  s t a t e s  in  
emergency c l eanup  e f f o r t s .  S t a te s  can r e c e i v e  these funds immed ia te ly  
when needed, and be re imbursed f o r  up to 90 pe r cen t  o f  the c l eanup 
c o s t .

( . "Date l i ne  Washington" Sept .  22 & Oct .  6 , 1 980 , N a t io na l  Conference 
Of S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s .  For more i n f o rm a t i o n  con t a c t :  Donna Wise,  202/



(S t .  Pau l ,  Mn.) Ac to r  Ma r t in  Sheen, s t a r  o f  the Vietnam War ep i c  
Appealypse Now, was in  Minnesota r e c e n t l y  tap ing  the n a r r a t i o n  f o r  a 

• 1'ocal ly-pr.o-duced Agent-Orange f i l m  ;doc h ide-ntary.

F i lm In The C i t i e s ,  a Twin C i t i e s  baced n o n - p r o f i t  media resource  
c e n t e r ,  i s  produc ing the documentary f i l m  p r o j e c t  on Agent Orange - -  
fo cu s in g  on the p o s s i b l e  impact t ha t  exposure to t h i s  t o x i c  chemical  
had on a Vietnam veteran and h is  f a m i l y .  The documentary, over  one 
year  i n  the making, i s  a j o i n t  p r o j e c t  undertaken by F i lm In The 
C i t i e s  and the Minnesota Veterans C o a l i t i o n .  The Minnesota Veterans 
C o a l i t i o n  i s  a n o n - p r o f i t  veterans advocacy o r g a n i z a t i o n  work ing 
toward an e q u i t a b l e ,  and e x p e d i t i o u s ,  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  the Agent Orange 
i s s ue .  The f i l m  i s  s l a t e d  f o r  comple t i on  be fo re  the end o f  the y ea r ,  
w i th  on ly  f i n a l  e d i t i n g  rema in ing.

Sheen sa id  he i s  v o l un t e e r i ng  h i s  s e r v i c e s  because o f  h i s  growing 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Agent Orange, "I f i r s t  heard about Agent Orange in  the 
e a r l y  1970's ,  but then 1 l earned  a l o t  more wh i l e  doing 'Apoca lypse  
Now' from a l l  the Vietnam veterans  I had c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  wi th as 
e x t r a s , "  ^heen t o l d  r e po r t e r s  at  a press con fe rence .

And he sa i d  h i s  b rother  John,  a Vietnam vete ran ,  s u f f e r s  severe 
headaches and f i t s  o f  depress ion  tha t  h i s  b ro ther  a t t r i b u t e s  to the 
chemi c a l .

Sheen sa id  he i s  o f f e r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  not as an exper t  on the 
s u b j e c t ,  but as a pa t r i o t i c :  ge s tu re .  "You c a n ' t  l i v e  in  a f r e e  
s o c i e t y  l i k e  ours w i thout  g i v i n g  something back ,"  he s a i d .

J im Gambone, who i s  d i r e c t i n g  the f i l m ,  sa i d  t ha t  about $13,000 has 
been r a i s e d  f o r  the f i l m  so f a r ,  and tha t  an est imated $15,000 more 
i s  needed to cover  p roduc t ion  co s t s .

Tax d e d u c t i b l e  f i l m  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  can be made to:

Agent Orange F i lm P r o j e c t  Fund 
c/o F i lm In The Ci t i e s  
2388 U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue 
St .  Pau l ,  Minnesota 55108

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  $10 or more w be c r e d i t e d  in  the f i lm .

("Agent  Orange f i l m  gets s t a r  o r " ,  St .  Paul P i oneer  P r es s ,
Oct.  3, 1980.)

E d i t o r ' s  Note: The next i s sue  of  "Agent Orange: An Update" w i l l  
f e a t u r e  excerp ts  from the p u b l i c  meet ing-o f  the Interagency Work Group 
To Study P o s c i b l 0 Long-Term Hea l th E f f e c t s  Of Phenoxy He rb i c id e s  
And Contaminants,  on September 22, 1980.

(Washington, D.C.)  Senator  Alan Crans ton ' s  o f f i c e  i s  d i s t r i b u t i n g  
an "Agent Orange Examinat ion Q u e s t i o n n a i r e " ’ des igned to a „ : e r t a i n  
the q u a l i t y  o f  ca re ,  the t im e l i n e s s  o f  examinat ion s chedu l i n g ,  and 
the veterans  o v e r a l l  pe r cep t i on  o f  the Veterans A d m in i s t r a t i o n  Medi ca l  
Cen t e r ' s  Agent Orange sc reen ing program. Contact  Senator Cr ans t on ' s  
o f f i c e  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o rma t io n .



A G E N T  O R A N G E  U P D A T E

U.S. Hu n t s Fo r Co n v i c t s 

In Age n t Or a n g e Test

(Washington, O.C.) Seventy prisoners in 
Philadelphia were used as human guinea pigs in 
the mid-1960s to test a cancer-causing compon­
ent used in Agent Orange and other controver­
sial heroicides.
The experiments were conducted by Dr. Albert 

M. Klingman, a University of Pennsylvania 
dermatologist, on Holmesburg Prison inmates 
under a $10,000 contract with the Dow Chemical 
Co.
According to government documents, Klingman 

strayed far from the cautious testing program 
aut^-ised by Dow, applying such a high dose 
of : i toxic chemical to the backs of 10 
prisoners that eight of the men developed a 
skin disease lasting four to seven months.

"Information about tt£ KLingman experiments
,..COULD BE VALUABLE TO,..THOUSANDS OF
Vietnam veterans.,.

Since learning of the Klingman experiment 
two months ago, the U.S. Environmental Pro­
tection Agency has been searching in vain for 
the prisoners exposed to dioxin, especially 
the 10 who got the heaviest dose.
Klingman, prison authorities, Philadelphia 

city officials and Dow spokesmen have informed 
the EPA that they have no records identifying 
the •as

Ta b l e  o f  Co n t e n t s
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EPA officials would not comment publicly, 
but an agency source mentioned three reasons 
why the identity and location of those exposed 
to dioxin in Philadelphia are important:

-The Klingman experiments were a rare, if 
not unique, instance in which the level 
of exposure of humans to dioxin is known. 
-The individuals subjectea *0 dioxin near­
ly 15 years ago may be suffering from 
long-term health effects that, if detect­
ed in time, could be treated successfully. 
There were no systematic follow-up medic­
al studies after the experiments.
-The present condition of those persons 
could provide valuable evidence in the 
bitter debate over whether the dioxin- 
laden herbicides are safe to use.

Information about the Kl'ngman experiments 
also could be valuable to the thousands of 
Vietnam veterans who claim, in a lawsuit 
against the government and five chemical com­
panies, that they suffered ailments ranging 
from festering sores to malignant tumors and 
that their children suffered birth defects be­
cause of Agent Orange.
A little over a year ago, 1,800 pages of 

Pentagon documents obtained by the Philadelphia 
Inquirer showed that Klingman tested mind con­
trol, skin hardening and other chemical agents 
on 320 inmates at Holmesburg. The tests were 
done under a $386,486 contract between the 
Army and the University of Pennsylvania.
Klingman conducted the experiments secretly 

from 1964 to 1968 1n two aluminum trailers 
equipped with padded cells and parked on the 
prison grounds in northeast Philadelphia. It 
was revealed earlier that prisoners at Holmes- 
burg also were used to test drugs for the 
Central Intelligence Agency.

Convict Hunt continued on page 4 

*****************************************

i AGENT ORANGE FILM PREMIER IN MINNESOTA 
*****************************************

The Minnesota Veterans Coalition and Film In 
The Cities would like to invite you to the 
premier showing of the film Agent Orange: A
Story of Dignity and Doubt on Saturday, Feb­
ruary 28th, 1981 in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
Place: Saint Thomas College, Murray Hall

Parking at lot on Summit & Cleveland 
Time: Refreshments start at 7:00 P.M.

Program will begin at 8:00 P.M.
Cost: Film, Program, and Reception $5.00

Donations are tax deductable.
Martin Sheen, star of Apocalypse Now, has 
narrated this film and will be present at 
all of the above functions including a party 
to be announced. Please reserve you spot by 
making a check payable to Film In The Cities 
Agent Orange Project, 2388. University Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55114 or call (612) 646-6104.

P. 1
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE: EXCERPTS FROM 
THE NOVEMBER MEETING

The following information was taken 
from the November meeting of the 
Advisory Committee On Health-Related 
Effects Of Herbicides.

International Studies: conducted in 
Sweden and Germany indicate, despite 
some reservations, .that there 1s a 
..."correlation between exposure to 
phenoxy acid herbicides and an in­
creased risk of some forms of cancer? 
(Source: Advisory meeeting, pp.2,3 
Dr. John A. Moore, Chair, Scientific 
Panel of the Interagency Work Group)

Aqunt*Orano • Registry: ai. of November 
1980, 30,000 veterans have received 
the Agent Orange exam, and 16,000 
medical records have been placed into 
the computer. The code sheets obtain­
ing the Agent Orange exam data is 
reviewed by the Medical Administration 
Service in the Central office for 
accuracy and completeness, and then 
are mailed to the St. Paul Data Proc­
essing Center where they are Inputed 
Into their computer (ie, the Agent 
Orange Registry).

Birth Defects:Animal Study: the study 
conducted by Dr. James Lamb which in­
volved some 3,00 near term fetuses 
and 2,000 live offspring was heralded 
by Max Cleland as possibly providing- 
answers to vets concerned about their 
birth defects concern. Or. Lamb's 
summary of the study stated that the 
data does not..."support the pre­
sumption that Agent Orange 1s respon­
sible for former Vietnam veterans 
fathering children with an unusual 
nuriber of birth defects nor for the 
veterans experiencing a loss of fert­
ility." The Irony of the release of 
this report Is the fact that the VA 
has reiterated time and time again 
that veterans should not extrapolate 
from animal research data about the 
effects of dioxin exposure to prob­
lems associated with human exposure. 
The question here is In regard to the 
relevance of animal studies to human 
exposure. The VA seems to be saying 
that with regard to other medical 
problems, such as the carcinogenicity 
of the herbicide, veterans shouldn't 
place much crecedence on these studies 
but 1t 1s allright for the VA to place 
significance on animal studies on the 
birth defects Issue. This 1s to say 
the least a most paradoxical position.

Pathology Study: the Armed Forces 
Institute of Pathology started an 
Agent Orange Pathology Registry two 
years ago. The AFIP Registry looks 
at surgical or autopsy materials 
which are suspected to be related to 
herbicide exposure. The Registry 
currently has 90 entries in its Agent 
Orange classification. The entries to 
the AFIP Registry are submitted by 
both service and civilian hospitals.

The AFIP has asked that all surgical 
or autopsy materials secured from 
Vietnam vaterans be forwarded to the 
Institute. The Institute would like 
to review the Agent Orange Registry 
in St. Paul so as to locate cancer 
patients and request that they submit 
a biopsy to the Institute if they 
haven't already done so. The AFIP, 
which was created more than 100 years 
ago, has 33 different Registrles"with 
nearly 2 million entries.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE HEALTH- 
-RELATED EFFECTS OF HERBICIDES

The next meeting of the Advisory 
Committee is scheduled for February 
4, 1981 1n room 119 of the Vetersns 
Administration Central Jffice • hich 
1s located at 810 Vermont Avc., 
Washington, O.C.
The agenda includes; a report on VA 
activities w U h  regard to the liter­
ature review of scientific reports; 
the Agent Orange videotape; the Agent 
Orange Bulletin; the epidemeological 
study, and the Agent Orange registry. 
Also on the agenda are; reports from 
various veterans organizations; a 
review of the dioxin registry; an up­
date on the Seveso experience; a crop 
duster study; a discussion of the 
environmental fate of TCDD; the stat­
us of the birth defects study being 
conducted by the Center for Dlseasa 
Control; and a report on the clinical 
research underway at the Environmen­
tal Sciences Laboratory.

AGENT GRANGE LAWSUIT FROCEEDS

(New York, N.Y.) A ruling by Judge Pratt, a 
Federal Court Judge in the Eastern District, 
has dismissed the government from the Agent 
Orange lawsuit. Pratt's pretrial order cited 
sovereign immunity as the basis for removing 
the government from the lawsuit. The govern­
ment had been named as a party of the lawsuit 
by both the veteran plaintiffs and the chem­
ical companies who are defendants In what 
some people have characterized as the largest 
product liability suit 1n the history of our 
legal system.
The chemical manufacturers are asking Judge 
Pratt to dismiss the suit against them on the 
grounds that the government contract they 
agreed to compelled them to make the herbicide 
to the governments specifications. Therefore, 
if the courts find that the government is not 
liable 1n this suit they should also rule that 
the chemical companies are not liable either. 
Judge Pratt has ordered that thp iiscovery 
phase of the pretrial proceed a' has indicat­
ed that a trial date may be set sometime very 
soon.
In another recent c.jrt decision Judge Pratt 
ruled to accept certification of a class 
action with regard to this suit.

F.2



AGENT ORANGE: MINMESdfA'S EXPERIENCE HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE HUNT LIKE HOT-POTATO

(St. Paul, Hn.) Minnesota's Agent Orange Out­
reach program was a higMy successful one with 
over 13,736 veterans requesting exams from the 
VA. However, the program has had its share of 
problems. By sharing our programs problems 
with others we hope that you may be able to 
avoid, or diminsh, similar problems in your 
states Agent Orange Outreach program.

Problems:

1. Misplaced records.
2. No report of Agent Orange exam results.
3. Clarification of reason for follow-up exam.
4. Exam unavailable for incarcerated vets.
5. Need for outreach to minority-community.
6. Ignorance about purpose of the exam.
7. Dermatological follow-ups.
8. Exam travel reimbursement.
9. Exam "No-Shows".

1. Misplaced Records
Veterans requesting their Agent Orange exam 
records are having problems obtaining 
access to them sometimes. Often times this 
problem is related to the fact that records 
may be at some station within the nospital 
or outpatient clinic, or being duplicated 
to be sent to the Central Registry, and 
therefore aren't in the Records Department.

2. No report of Agent Orange exam resuits
It is a matter or common courtesy that vet­
erans be informed about the results of 
their exams, be they positive or negative. 
This was not being done in Minnesota. We 
have since obtained an agreement from the 
VA to notify all vets about the results of 
their exams, and have been informed that 
the notification letters have all been sent 
out.

3. Clarification of reason for follow-up exam 
Veterans being called back for follow-up 
work or for aftercare should be notified 
why they are being called back. Often times 
follow-up exams aren't scheduled right away 
and vets and their families become fearful 
that the VA found cancer or something else 
medically wrong with them. Vets and their 
families should not be faced with the 
apprehension of not knowing why they have 
been called back. We have made arrangements 
with our VA to alter their standard forms 
in this area so as to provide this infor­
mation to the veteran.

Minnesota Experience continued on page 5

Minnesota Agent Orange Exams - Jan. 1981
Total veterans examined 4,882

Follow-ups (exams or aftercare) 1,071

Admissions to hospital 8

Number died 0

Future appointment dates 33

(St. Paul, fin.) Minnesota's search for a pro­
posed hazardous waste site is starting to re­
semble a game of hot-potato. In every meeting 
conducted by the newly created Minnesota Waste 
Manage' *. Board members have repeatedlt heard 
from i lents, local officials and experts • 
that their area is simply not suitable for 
such a dump.

The Board is charged with finding a site by 
1983 and nas notified all counties that they 
will look at every area of the state in its 
deliberations. The Board is currently in the 
process of conducting informational hearings 
throughout the state, explaining how the 
sitting process will work and encouraging 
citizens to participate 1n the process.

Hot-Potato Game continued on page 5

HAZARDOUS DUMPING: CITIZENS' HOTUIE

The Pollution Control Agency, in Minnesota, 
has established a toll-free HOTLINE PHONE 
for citizens to report suspected improper 
hazardous waste disposal sites. The number is: 
800/652-9747.
Agency officials said citizens should look 

for abandoned or buried barrels, oil or sludge 
spills, chemical odors and dead vegltation or 
wildlife near suspected disposal sites.

PAGE 3



C o n v i c t  H u n t  f r o m  p.1

"In light of today's law and ethics, these 
experiments on prisoners are horrifying," 
said William A. Butler, a lawyer for the 
Environmental Defense Fund.

("But)the prisoners were certainly not 
volunteers in any sense that I know about.
They did It because they were trying to get 
parole or some break that would get them out 
earlier."
Each prisoner was to sign-a form that told 

him nothing of the risk involved or even what 
chemical was to be used. The form simply 
authorised "the hospital, laboratories or 
others to perform medical and other tests on 
me" and neither they nor the prison were to be 
held "responsible in any way for any complica­
tions or untoward results that may arise."
Klingman began the testing using a dose of 

only .2 micrograms of dioxin on 60 prisoners, 
but nothing happened. So, in a second exper­
iment that Rowe said he knew nothing about 
until it was over, Klingman applied 7,500 
micî jgrams of TCDD to the skin of 10 prison­
ers. That was 46B times the maximum dosage 
recomnended by Dow. Eight of those prisoners 
got chloracne that lasted up to seven montl.s.
According to Klingman, "Eight of 10 subjects 

showed acne form lesions usually beginning 
(after) three to four weeks ... In three in­
stances the lesions progressed to inflammatory 
pustules and papules. These lesions laste- for 
four to seven months, since no :.'fort was made 
to speed healing by active treatment ... In no 
instance was there labatory or clinical evi­
dence of toxicity ..."
Dow Insists that they knew nothing about the 

high dose given to the prisoners. However, 
Verald Keith Rowe, former director of toxicol­
ogy and environmental research for Dow, ack­
nowledged In EPA hearings that he indicated to 
Klingman after the first experiments that Dow 
would pay for further testing.
Asked why Dow is fighting so hard against 

the proposed EPA oan when the herbicide, 2,4,5 
-T, accounts for only $14 million of the com­
pany's annual sales, which reached $8.2 bill­
ion In 1979, Bob Charlton, public relations 
manager for Dow's agricultural products dep­

artment replied:
"There's a scientific principle at stake 

here. This is a product that has been used for 
over 30 years and has been more widely studied 
and tested than most drugs found in your med­
icine cabinet.
"The preponderance of data demonstrates that

2,4,5-T does not pose an unreasonable risk. So 
if that product can be restricted in such a 
rash manner, then what other Important chemic­
al tools might also be unnecessarily restrict­
ed."
That 1s not the way the EPA reads the data.
The government contends that when the herb­

icides are spread on forests, rights of way, 
pastures, range lands, rice and fruit crops, 
humans are exposed to chemicals that "may 
result 1n cancer, Increased susceptibility to 
disease through suppression .of the Immune re­
sponse, and Increased risks of bearing defect­
ive children or of terminating a pregnancy by 
miscarriage or stillbirth."

Dow says low exposure levels of its herbi- 
ides are safe. The government says science has 
not yet established that there are any safe 
levels of exposure to TCDD.
In that critical debate, both sides agree 

that some answers could come from the men who 
served as laboratory "volunteers" at Holmes­
burg Prison - if only they could be found. 
(Source: Aaron Epstein, Pioneer Press Washing­
ton Bureau.)

Tr u l y Ho r r i f y i n g

(St. Paul, Mn.) "In light of today's law and 
ethics,•these experiments on prisoners are 
horrifying", a spokesman for an environmental 
group said. The man had the right word - 
horrifying - but the qualifier wasn't needed. 
The experiments are horrifying by anytime's 
ethics, if not law.

The particular experiments, in the mid- 
1960s, Involved dioxin, a chemical widely used 
in herb..1des, including the controversial 
Agent Orange of Vietnam fame. The researcher 
is'a University of Pennsylvania dermatologist. 
Dr. Albert M. Klingman, who had earlier done 
work for the Army and CIA, using prison in­
mates in Philadelphia as guinea pigs to test 
various chemical aaents.

Kl i n g m a n's w o r k with d i o x i n.,, re a d s like a
MAD SCIENTIST HORROR STORY,"

Now, it is true that law and custom at that 
time permitted prisoners to volunteer for med­
ical experiments 1n exchange for or anticipa­
tion of preferential treatment. Most states 
won't permit this anymore. But Klingman's work 
with dioxin, as reported by the Pioneer Prers 
Washington Bureau, reads like a mad scientist 
horror story.

Truly Horrifying continued on p.6



5. Need for outreach to minority community
A concerted effort should be made to reach 
the minority comnunity. We have found that 
our work with the vets organizations and 
the mass media has not reached the minority 
community. This is an area which needs some 
special attention, and extra effort.

6. Ignorance about the purpose of the exam 
What we hear more then anything else about 
the Agent Orange exam from those veterans 
on the street, is tnat the exam is a waste 
of time. Vets perceive the exam in this 
manner because they hear that no one will 
be able to tell them whether or not they 
have dioxin in their system, whether or not 
they were actually exposed to the herbicide, 
or how dioxin poisoning would be treated 
(not a treatment of the symptoms).
The VA, and concerned vets groups, should 
inform vets that there are no diagnostic 
tools currently available to detect the 
presence of dioxin in the system, or to 
be able to inform a vet as to whether or 
not he may have been exposed. However, the 
collection of medical data through the exam 
is important for a number of other, less 
personal, reasons. All of the data is being 
forwarded to a central registry for an 
analysis by scientific researchers to de­
termine patterns of radical problems and 
whether the incidence of certain problem'.
1s greater then that expected to be seen in 
a population of non-veteran peers matchec 
for similar characteristics.

Minnesota Experience from p.3

7. Derma to logical f o 11 ov- -ups
Over SG« of veterans being called back Into 
the VAMC for follow-up work here fall into 
the catagory of dermatological problems.
The VA admitted with their creation of a 
Chloracne Task Force that it was very 
difficult to diagnose chloracne. We feel 
1t is imperative that special attention 
be given to problems iound in this area 
since they may be Indicative of exposure.
If the results of your states exams falls 
into a pattern like ours In Minnesota, you 
should bring this data, and a request for 
an anaylsls of these cases, to the Task 
Force for their consideration.

9. Exam "No-Shows"
13,736 veterans in Minnesota asked for an 
Agent Orange exam, their request being gen­
erated by an outreach questional re sent out 
by our State Department of Veterans Affairs. 
Out of those 13,736 approximately 7,000 
either failed to complete and return the VA 
form for scheduling an exam which was sent 
to them, or they did not show up for their 
scheduled exam. Yr.e reason for the large 
number of no-shows qsn only be guessed at 
right now. At our request the VA did send a 
follow-up letter to no-shows asking 1f they 
were still interested in obtaining an exam. 
Our group hopes to do a survey to ascertain 
the reasons why so many vets don't seem to 
be interested in the exam, after initially 
requesting it. Points which we raised earl­
ier (.V6 and 7) with regard to ignorance 
about the purpose of the exam and travel 
reimbursement are suspected to be key fact­
ors. Yet we feel a real need to get more 
concrete information here which will pro­
vide factual information, both for our 
programs success as well as for those only 
in the starting or planning stage.

Hot-Potato from p.3

As one part of the solution to the state's 
hazardous waste problems, the Minnesota Poll­
ution Control Agency this year adopted strict 
rules for the management of hazardous wastes 
throughout their entire life cycle - from 
"cradle to grave'.' Specifically, the rules are 
designed to:
- identify the State's hazardous wastes;
- establish a tracking system to follow haz­
ardous wastes from generator to disposal 
site;

- set environmental and safety standards for 
storage, transportation, processing and 
disposal of hazardous wastes;

- require permits for hazardous waste treat­
ment and disposal facilities.

(Source: St. Paui Dispatch, Thursday, Dec. 4, 
1980, Hazardous Waste Site Hunt Like Hot- 
Potato Game, and Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency 1930 Biennial Report.)

8. Exam travel reimbursement
Vets are confused about VA policy with re­
gard to travel reimbursement for an Agent 
Orange exam. The bottom line is that if 
this exam program Is designed to collect 
valuable research information which will 
orove instrumental in addressing this issue, 
tien is it unreasonable for vets to ask for 
and expect travel reimbursement for their 
participation in the collection of this In­
formation? We believe that their request is 
not unreasonable and that the VA should 
consider this as an expense related to the 
collection of resear :h data. If the VA 
does not find this acceptable they should 
consider the recommendation we made over a 
year ago to let those vets Interested in 
the exam wno live great distances from 
VAMC's cbtcin the exam through their pri­
vate physician.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGENT ORANGE

the National Veterans Task Force On 
Age^t Orange is sponsoring a Vietnam 
veterans Conference on Agent Orange, 
on May 23-24, 1981 in Washington, D.C 
For further information contact:

Ruth Schaffer, Chairperson 
Agent Or. rge Conference 
City Un‘. rsity of New York 
635 East odth. Street (Caldwell) 
New York, N.Y. 10021

Phone: (212) 794-5757 or / 4-5753

P . 5



Truly Horrifying from p.4
Pr e s i d e n t Re a g a n CN Ag e n t Or a n g e

Oow Chemical Co. was interested in determin­
ing the level at which exposure of humans to 
dioxin produces a certain skin disease that 
had boen seen among Dow employees. Arrange­
ments were made for Dr. Klingman to run a ser­
ies of tests on prisoners at Homesburg Prison. 
He did so at the prescribed levels and nothing 
happened, So Klingman proceeded "more vigor­
ously" with a new group of 10 inmates and 
painted their backs with a solution containing 
468 times the maximum dosage recommended by 
Dow.
Eight of the ten prisoners developed skin 

diseases that lasted (untreated) for four to 
seven months, but Dow never learned the 
"threshold" level of dioxin hazard in terms 
of skin disease: it's somewhere between the 
maximum tested In the first round and the 
level used in the "vigorous" experiment.
Presumably, neither Klingman nor Oow knew 

that dioxin was a cancer-cai'smg chemical - 
It's now considered by some scientists to be 
possibly "the most powerful 1 carcinogen known"
- but everyone involved, except the prisoners, 
knew it was a very strong chemical. Dow offic­
ials have testified in government hearings 
that they urged a "highly conservative appro­
ach" to the studies and wanted warning labels 
on tne bottles of chemicals.
It was known then that animals exposed to 

dioxin suffered Uver damage at about 10 times 
the dose required to affect the skin.
What, you might ask, happened to the 10 

prisoners? If the chemical in a potent carcin­
ogen, one might expect to see cancers 15 years 
after such exposure. Well, nobody knows what 
happened to the prisoners. There are no rec­
ords around to show who they were, where they 
went, what happened to them. Are they healthy 
and happy? Do they need help? Are they all 
dead? As long as that incredibly "vigorous" 
experiment wa done, it would be nice to know. 
It would be neccesary to help, If help is 
needed.
Even if you're absolutely cold-blooded about 

this sort of thing - if you believe deep In 
your heart that human experimentation is OK 
(so long as the guinea pig Is "someone else")
- the carelessness and casual ness of this Job 
1c •■w<;nr(]1vab1e.
(Source: Editorial, St. Paul Pioneer Press, 
Thursday, January 15, 1981.)

Au s t r a l i a n  Ag e n t Or a n g e St u d y Pl a n n e d

(Australia) The Commonwealth Institute of 
Health is undertaking a study to determine the 
significance of herbicide exposure 1n S.E.
Asia reporte by Austailian veterans. The 
study will Include not only those who served 
1n Vietnam between 1902 and 1972, but also 
those Austral Han Government staff who served 
in Vle'nam during this period.
The Government has decided that all service­

men and public servants who served in Vietnam 
should be subject to the same study even if 
methodologically the results for public serv­
ants, Royal Austra1l1an Air Force and Royal 
Australlian Navy personnel have to be handled 
separately. The protocol for the study has ..«t 
yet been finally decided.

(Washington, D.C.) The Chairman of President 
Reagan's veterans affairs transition coim.ittee 
says veterans were "mon.' hejvlly involved ih 
the 1980 national campaign than any eltrtion 
since 1920 - and we've got to do right by themt'
William H. Ayers, who served on the House 

Veterans Affairs Committee for his entire 20 
years (1951-71) as an Ohio Congressman, said 
the Vietnam veteran "woke up politically" in 
the 1980 campaign.
"Most wp~e too young to be active in the 

1972 campaign. They avoided the 1976 campaign 
because of the opposition of many people to 
the war in Vietnam.
""Reagan is going to have to do right by them. 

When you awake a sleeping giant (nine million 
veterans) you don't want to make them mad by 
failing to live up to their expectations,"
Ayers said.
Ayers said the transition team will give 

serious thought to the Agent Orange problem. 
“We'll have to decide the proper way to go in 
determining whether Agent Orange was harmful 
to the health of people who served in Vietnam. 
We’re uncertain whether this research should 
be done by an independent organization or by 
the National Institutes of Health. We do feel 
that any veteran who feels he has Agent Orange 
(problems) should automzfically be admitted to 
a Veterans Administrate. hospital and treated 
and tested for the ailment," Ayers said. 
(Source: Army Times Newspaper, December, 1980)

Ch l o r a c n e Ta s k  r0RCE Es t a b l i s h e d

(Washington, D.C.) Chloracne is a skin dis­
ease that 1s often reffered to as the hull- 
mark of dioxin exposure. Industrial workers 
exposed to dioxin have experienced re-occur­
ing skin problems. Unfortunately, chloracne 
1s not always eas. to distinguish from other 
more common forms of acne. To overcome this 
problem, a Chlo/acne Task Forcu has been 
established, headed by Or. Kenneth Halprin, 
a physician at Miami VA Medical Center.
A group of four distinguished dermatologists 

are currently designing a protocol for chlor­
acne examinations. They are in the process of 
developing educational materials on this sub­
ject for tiie VA's environmental physicians.
The task force has another Job: reviewing 

previously denied claims for skin conditions 
to check for possible misdiagnosis.

Minnesota Contacts On The Agent Orange Issue

The Veterans Administration Center 725-4115 
VA Hospital - Minneapolis 725-6767
VA K - o it a l - St. Cloud 252-1670
VA Hospital - Fargo, N.D. 701/232-3241
State Dept, of Veterans A ffa irs  296-2783
Minnesota Veterans C l i t i on  690-5557
Veterans of Foreign Wars 726-1777
American Legion 291-1800
Disabled American Veterans 291-1212

D f i



The Minnesota Veterans Coalition and Film in the Cities present:

AGENT ORANGE: A  Story of Dignity and Doubt

2388 University Avenue- St. Paul, MN 55108

You can help us get this film distributed and pay for production and distribution

costs. Here are a few suggestions:

1. Approach your local public library and tell them you want them to purchase

a print of the film. If 20 people do this— by phone or in person— they will 
seriously consider it. This is one way to have at least one copy in your 

community and not have to pay rental fees. Any member of the library can 

check out a filml
2. Ask your Statewide Legion, VFW, or DAV to purchase a print or prints for u^e 

in meetings, educational programs and rublic discussions.
3. Ask your university or community college library to purchase a print of the 

film. Again, if enough people ask, in this case 5 to 10, they will usually 

comply.
4. Call your local public, commercial jtations, and pay TV stations and ask 

them to show the documentary with a follow-up show that includes resource 

people to answer questions abe*n Agent Orange. Contact community and political 

organizations, clergy, city ci— .cil members, labor unions, w o m e n’s groups, 
environmental organizations who can express and organize support on the 

community level for airing this film.

5. Contact your State Humanities Commission about securing a grant to purchase 
a print of the film to be shown as part of a public forum series around your 

state. The Minnesota Humanities Commission has awarded such a grant to the 
Minnesota Veterans Coalition. The Coalition is willing to send you a copy of 

the grant to use as a model. This can also provide some money to a Vietnam 

vet who wants to coordinate the program.

As you can see, there are many ways you can get access to the film and help pay
for production and distribution costs.

"AGENT ORANGE: A Story of Dignity and Doubt" is the 1st independently produced

film that is publically a ailable on the Agent Orange issue. Produced by Jim 

Cambone and narrated by Martin Sheen, the film tells the human stories of veterans 

and their families who feel they have been affected by Agent Orange, It is an 
outreach tool that should be shown wherever there are Vietnam veterans or others
concerned about the environment and overall health of their community. Indicate

your order below by circling the appropriate film or tape sizes. Please include

$15.00 for shipping and insurance.

videotape 3/4" or 1/2" UHS 
one-time showing $ 50 + $15 

one week rental $100 + $15

16mm film, 1/2-hour 
one-time showing $ 60 + $15 

one week showing $125 + $15

NAME DATE NEEDED

ADDRESS

PHONE GROUP

Please allow a minimum of four weeks for delivery.
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leen filed on benalf of all veterans is t h e  rjt
lit in legal history. Here are some points
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T h e  class action suit which has been 

largest products’ liability lawsuit 
to consider if you are interested in becoming involved in the class 

suit:

-  w * - w  - w  .eiw . - — r ~ ~ . — - - o — ----------- r — jj---- -I**“".T.' “—

product liability attorneys can handle your case, there are. attorneys-

yefXh.
• who have a  special interest and expertise with the. A g e n t  Orange i s s u e d

' * • : ' - ■ Do some research* Contact Vietnam v e t e r a n s’ organizations,. traditional,' 
v e t e r a n s’ organizations (American Legion, VFW, Disabled American Vets) 

and ask them about legal counsel. Call your local Bar Association or 

Legal Referral Service with specific questions about attorneys who have
been involved with Agent Orange; i.e., those who have a history of - 

. experience with the, Agent Orange is s u e . ' . . , v'

-  ,  - -  "  * - .  -  -  :  . . . .

3 V  Ultimately, legal decisions are up to the individual veteran and.Kis 

. .. ’J' her family. ''Good research and caution will save you headaches and- ••'i&Jii®

. problems

■ ■

>V LEGAL BACKGROUND

, . : • •* ■ • i • ■ _ * .7* . r  ' -
The first "Agent Orange" lawsuit was filed in January 1979 in New York,. Plaintiffs,; / t 

veterans, their spouses and their children, alleged that the defendents, Dow Chem-- ' \ 

ical Company and seven other major chemical companies, manufactured and sold to . 
the federal government herbicides contaminated with a dioxin, TCDD. Plaintiffs

also alleged that dioxin exposure causes a wide range of maladies, including, but
.r-tK inot limited to, cancer and genetic damage to offspring. The chemical company 

■ defendants denied that there is scientifically conclusive proof establishing that .7$

. > dioxin causes the problems alleged and also brought a third party lawsuit against 
the federal government alleging that the government cot jelled them to manufacture.

the dioxin-cc ntaminated herbicides in accordance with government specifications.

. ; ; In. December 1980 Judge George C. Pratt, the federal district court judge handling,-'' .  j 

, the Agent, .Orange, litigation, ..ruled.• that• the plaintiffs could maintain their law^-;>Vi>K-M
f..1 * L . * . ■ o n i  ̂  ' .in n tt-1 a .a  J*hd dli nm J d . l  ddmd nn 1  rm 1 I’ M i  H .  — n f» Cm A di.ri’t  ji?.tsuit ais a- "class, action"; that, the chemical companies ' suit against 1 

• V * gc^ernment' be dismissed .oh? tihe. basis of sovereign immunity ; and that!

the federal’ '• Vi' y ' f V ' '
.‘tile-'chemical

In January 1981 plaintiffs brought suit against the federal government alleging, . 

among other things, that the procurement of dioxin-contaminated herbicides was 
illegal and that the Veterans Administration is guilty to failure to diagnose, 
treat and compensate exposed veterans.

If plaintiffs prevail, the chemicals companies will be restrained from manufacturing 

dioxin-contaminated products and will be required to compensate their victims.

. nil!—i
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GLOSSARY (CONT.)

Keratin - A highly insoluble protein which is the prin­
cipal constituent of hair, nails, horny tissues, 

the outer layer of the skin, and the basic ma­
terial of tooth enamel.

Nodule (also node) - A solid mass of tissue in the form 
o f  a knot or ,rbump".

Pustule - A visible collection of pus, often in a hair 
follicle or sweat pore.

TCDD (2,3,7,S-tetrachlorodibenzo-p"dioxin) - A contaminant 
of the chlorinated phenoxy herbicide 2,4,5-T.

2,4,5-T (2,4,5-trichlorophenoxyacetic acid) -  An herbicide 
which is widely used throughout the world. Al­

though temporarily banned in this country for 
use on rice, rangeland, and rights-of-way, it 

is still allowed to be used on non-food crops, 
vacant lots, industrial, sites, around airports, 

and along certain rights-of-way.
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Chloracne is a skin disease which is similar to com­

mon acne (acne vulgaris), but which is caused by exposure 

to certain chemicals. It is most commonly characterized 

by straw-colored cysts, blackheads (comedones), abscesses, 

and nodules.

In the first stages of chloracne, blackheads appear, 
most commonly on the face, neck, back, and groin areas. 

Unlike common acne, the blackheads generally involve every 
hair follicle. The blackheads themselves are created when 
the follicles become filled with keratin (the principal 

element of hair, nails, and the outer layer of the skin). 

This process is called follicular hyperkeratinization.
The blackheads generally become quite prominent, appearing 

as blimps.

As the chloracne progresses, the walls of the folli­

cles are destroyed, and their contents— large keratinous 

"seeds”— pour out and create abscesses. This particular 
process does not occur with common acne. The latter stages 
of chloracne are characterized by abscesses, pustules, and 

nodules. The various stages of chloracne do not necessar­
ily occur simultaneously; for example, new blackheads will 

appear throughout the course of the disease.

In some of the more severe cases of chloracne, sheets 
of follicular hyperkeratosis cover areas of the skin, and 

hard, reddish nodes form on other areas. The severity of 
chloracne depends not oi.ly on the degree of exposure, but 

also on the individual. Many cases of chloracne among in­
dustrial workers have cleared up within a few years after 

exposure, while some cases continued to persist even fif­
teen years later.

Most cuses of chloracne have been accompanied by 
other disturbances, the more common being abnormal growth 

of hair, abnormal increase in skin pigmentatifn, liver 
disease, gastrointestinal disturbances, neuromuscular dis­

orders, and psychological disturbances. It is not known 

whether any of thesr. disturbances are directly related to 

chloracne; however, chloracne is felt to be ‘.he most sen­

sitive indication of chemical poisoning.



In a medical examination, it may be difficult to dis­

tinguish chloracne from common acne, particularly in wi.ld 

cases. Therefore, the medical history shoulo include pos­

sible exposure to acnegenic chemicals, as well as their 

accompanying disturbances, such as those listed on the pre­

vious page.

C,''.oracne does not respond to the usual methods of 

treatment Cor common acne or other skin diseases. However, 

both Plewig and Taylor have reported success in using vita­

min A acid (retinoic acid) in concentrations ranging from 

0.05$ to 0.3$ in various b a s e s 0 Taylor also points out 

that the synthetic vitamin A, 13-cis retinoic acid, has 
produced excellent results in treating other skin diseases..

Chloracne was first reported by Herxheimer in 1899 

anons workers involved in the manufacture of chlorine 

gas. As a result, chloracne was thought to be caused by 

chlorine. Since then, however, numerous studies have 

shown chloracne to be associated with the class of chem­

icals known as the halogennted aromatic compounds.

(These compounds are derived from the halogens fluorine, 
chlorine, bromine, and iodine.) More specifically, chlcjr- 

ac.ne is thought to be caused by the various contaminants 

of these compounds, such a3 the chlorinated dibenzodioxins 

and the chlorinated dibenzofurans. One of the chlorinated 

dibenzodioxins is TCDD, which is a contaminant of the her­

bicide k,4,5-T. TCDD is one of the most toxic substances 

known to humankind.

GLOSSARY

Abscess - A localized collection of pus in a cavity.

Acne vulgaris - Common acnc.

Acnegenic -  Acne-producing.

Comedones (also called blackheads) - Plugs in the excre­

tory duct.3 of the skin.

Contaminant -  As used here, an unwanted byproduct pro­

duced during the manufacture of chemicals.

Cyst - A closed cavity containing liquid or semisolid 

material.

Excretory duct - A passage for eliminating waste mate­

rials.

Follicle - A sac oi cavity; a small excretory sac or 

gland. ( S v ' e  hair follicle.)

Follicular hyperkeratinization - A  process in which the 

lining, of a follicle be .nr- to produce keratin, 

until the follicle beer men a sac of keratin.

Follicular hyperkeratosis - A disease characterized by 

the excessive production of keratin in the 

horny layers of the* skin,

Hair folliol* -  The sac from which the heirs grow.

ilalogonated aromatic compounds - The class of chemical 

compounds which are derived from the halogens 

fluorine, chlorine, bromine, and iodine. The 
extensive range of products whirl, come from 

these compounds Include herbicides, pesticides, 

soaps, disinfectants, wood preservative:*, flame 
retardants, electrical 5 rir.ui at.nrs, f i.iri« i des, 
paints, varnishes, and i.icquers.
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BY LEWib M. MILFORD
hen the U.S. Department of 
Defense began spraying Viet-
Orange in 1962, it had con­

ducted .0 tests for impacts on human . 
health jn d  it took no precautions to limit 
i  are o f ground troops. Army manuals 
de' .ribed Agent Oranga, a combination of 
' .*o chemicals—2,4.5-T, containing dioxin, 
and 2,4-D- -as "relatively non-toxic to man 
or animals."

As spraying increased during the war’s 
peak years, I967 and 1968, reports of birth 
defects and miscarriages among Vietna­
mese d ig g e rs began to surface. At the 
same tin? . Government studies showed 
that the 2,4,5-T in Agent Orange caused 
deaths an f stillb irths among laboratory ani- 

Late in 1969, the While House 
hoi.ed to rublic pressure and ordered the 
Defense Department to phase ru t the use 
of Agent Oinnge in Vietnam. The Penta­
gon obeyed, but stressed that no damage to 
human beingt had been demonstrated. 
Dow Chemi<nl Company, a principal 
luanulnetiirci if Agent Orange, echoed the 
refrain.

'I he issue was left in relative obscurity 
until 1979, w ten Vietnam veterans in their 
late twenties and early thirties began to 
complain of an unusual array of health 
problems: skin rashes, fatigue, numbness in 
their fingers and toes—and cancer. They 
had children with seiiotis birth defeats, and 
many veterans’ w ives su ffered miscar­
riages, The problems were remarkably 
sim ilar to health problems reported by 
workers who had been exposed to dioxin in 
industrial accidents.

Veterans by the hundreds tiled claims 
lor compensation with the Veterans Ad­
ministration (VA ), charging t! their 
problems were caused by Agent Orange ex­
posure during military service. But the VA 
denied the c la im s— 11101 a than five 
ihousand of them by this year.

For three years, rhe VA's position has 
remained simple and uninformed: There is 
no scientific evidence to show that Agent 
Orange causes long-term health problems. 
Veterans who complain that the VA policy

Lewis M. M ilford ix a lawyer at the. Na­
tional Veterans Law Center at American 
University in Washington, D.C. The Canter 
has represented Vietnam veterans and vet­
erans exposed to radiation by the atmo­
spheric te: mg ptogram.
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ignores a massive amount of scientific data 
to the contrary frequently have met little 
more than cold stares. Some veterans, 
when they chose to jrg u e , have been 
quickly shuffled off to a VA psychiatrist.

In June, Congress took an important 
step to improve VA medical trcutme ' for 
veterans exposed to Agent Orange: i  itli 
the Senate and 'he House passed simv. >r 
bills that would give *hese veterans priority 
medical care if the VA finds their health 
problems are related to Agent Orange. 
And that is the catch: The veterans w ill get 
hospital care only if 'he VA decides there is 
"credible medical evidence" linking health

problems to Agent Orange. (Senator Alan 
CVanston, the California Democrat who 
■ sonsored the Senate b ill, made it clear he 
b'U i 'cs such evidence exists.)

I f  some compromise proposal becomes 
law, the VA f t : the first time would be 
forced to decide which health problems 
may be caused by Agent Orange. An obvi­
ous concern is that the VA may defeat these 
legislative efforts to compensate veterans 
by holding firm to .its  current position. 
(Even if rhe VA docs open its hospital 
doors to veterans with Agent Orange prob­
lems, there is some question concerning the 
quality of niedical care veterans w ill re­
ceive: Many veterans complain that the VA 
has no idea what to do with the complex 
medical problems they have.)

Veterans frustrated by the roadblocks at 
the VA have already turned to the courts 
for help. But the courts are uniformly reluc­
tant to second-guess Defense Department 
“military” decisions. And when veterans 
try to sue the VA, they discover that Con­
gress has passed a law which prevents them 
from suing that agency. And so veterans 
find themselves stuck on a legal treadmill.

Historically, courts have been hesitant 
to intervene in legal ilisp r  j  between sol­
diers and the military. TI, .. hands-off jud i­
cial approach, which views die military as 
an autonomous segment o f the society, was 
firmly entrenched as early as 1911,when the 
Supreme Court pronounced. “The courts 
are not the only instrumentalities of govern­
ment. They cannot command or regulate 
the Army."

The military’- exalted status above the 
law has been eroded somewhat over the 
years, and soldiers have won a limited right 
to press their claims in civilian courts. But 
the courts are still extremely reluctant to in­
volve ihemscives in serious military mat­
ters. This precarious balance between civil­
ian court oversight and military autonomy 
lias tipped most often in favor of the mili­
tary Although die late Justice William O. 
Douglas wrote in a military ease several 
years ago that "the Pentagon is not yet sov­
ereign," most Vietnam veterans anil their 
families who have sued the Government 
over Agent Orange probab ly feel 
otherwise.

< f
oine thought the situation would 
change in 19-16, when the Federal 

^  Tort Claims Act was passed. That 
law allowed citizens to sue the fed ­

eral Government for most personal injuries 
caused by the Federal Government or it>
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aeents. The law was passed to t/iminate the 
need for private bills to compensate injured 
persons: it recognized the modern right to 
judicial remedy for injuries by the Federal 
Government. (Before the law’s enactment, 
no citizen could sue the Government for 
damages.)

However, the courts chose to exclude 
members of the armed forces from cov­
erage by the 19̂ 6 law. This broad military 
exception was established by the Supreme 
Court in 1950, when it decided Feres v. 
United States. In the Feres decision, the 
court said the Federal Tort Claims Act did 
not give military personnel the right to sue 
the Government for admittedly negligent 
acts which occurred on active duty. Follow­
ing what has become known as the Feres 
doctrine, the courts for thirty years have de­
nied veterans access to the judicial system.

The principal .easoning behind the Feres 
doctrine is that Congress could nor have in­
tended the courts to review the propriety of 
military orders that result in injuries to sol­
diers. As one court stated, the "security and 
common defense of the country would 
quickly disintegrate under such meddling." 
Discipline we ild be impaired by subjecting 
military orders to court review, tlx*, reason­
ing goes. It makes no difference whether 
the orders result i f  the infliction of negli­
gent or intentional I arm. or directly violate 
a service member’s constitutional rights.

The discipline raticaale is puzzling even 
on a superficial level, b ’cause prisoners in 
Federal peniten. aries lu v e  a right to sue 
the Government under the same law which 
veterans arc excluded fro n using. Ob­
viously, more than the simple feed to main­
tain discipline justifies military mmunity.

The question of whether co nmon sense 
or basic fairness supports the Feres immu­
nity doctrine has rarely been the subject of 
serious judicial debate. In the last three 
decades, cot.rts have dismissed the com­
plaints of many grievously wronged vet­
erans and their families with little more 
than unthinking reliance on the Feres ease. 
Congress has never seen tit even to debate 
the merits of legislating a change in this in­
terpretation of the law.

As a result, Vietnam veterans have vir­
tually no right to sue the Government for 
health care or compensation related to 
Agent Orange exposure, even if they can 
prove that their hea'th problems have been 
caused by the herbicide, i ;.ey are not even 
allowed to pursue their cases in court to the 
point where they have an opportunity to 
prove that the Government committed any

" IC H .
The war goes on: Next to the Stars and Stripes, an Agent Orange flag

...
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wrongful act when it sprayed the herbicide 
in Vietnam.

A ruling in a recent suit brought by vet­
erans against the manufacturers of Agent 
Orange illustrates how the Government 
avoids responsibility for its actions.

In that suit, filed in ,a Federal court in 
New York in 1979. veterans and their fami­
lies alleged that the chemical manufacturers 
of Agent Orange, including Dow and Mon­
santo, knew before the Government 
bought and used the herbicide tnat it po^ed 
health problems. Consequently, the plain­
tiffs argue. the companies are now responsi­
ble for health problems caused by Agent 
Orange exposure. '

Thechemical companies not only denied 
the charges but in turn sued the Govern­
ment. alleging that the Government mis­
used the herbicide by spraying it on sol­
diers; did not warn soldiers of health risks, 
and did nothing to minimize their exposure. 
The companies also contended they were 
not liable because they simply made the 
herbicide according to Government con­
tract specifications. In effect, the compa­
nies said the Government was partly, if not 
solely, to blame for any Agent Orange 
health problems.

The Government countered that the 
Feres doctrine barred the chemical compa­
nies from trying to establish any Govern­
ment responsibility for military actions in­
volving the use of Agent Orange. The New 
York court agreed with the Government 
and, in a rr-?ent decision, dismissed the 
Government from the lawsuit.

The court reached th is conclusion 
through a rather circuitous legal route. 
First, the couit d- cided that because of the 
Feres doctrine, /eterans could not sue the 
Government mrcctly for problems related 
to Agent Oran Having arrived at this de­
cision, the court ruled that the chemical 
companies could not step in and do what the 
veterans could not—sue the Government.

n a disturbing extension of the Feres 
rule, the court not only refused to ad- 

j:  ̂ dress the merits o f the veterans' 
U« claims, but also barred suits by vet­
erans'wives and their children for their own 
health problems. Because the Government 
could not he held responsible for veterans’ 
injuries, the Government could not be held 
responsible for any results that fiosved from 
them. Speaking of the bar to children's 
claims for birth defects, the court said: “To 
hold otherwise might open the door for gov­
ernmental liability to countless generations

A recent . railing- • may allow ehemic al companies under Government contrast •• to hide under the cloalc off military 
im m u n i t y

of c la im ants having ever-dim in ish ing 
genetic relationships to the person actually 
injured."

This ruling, if followtd by other courts, 
means that current and future generations 
of children whose birth defects may be 
caused by Agent Orange w ill have no rem­
edy against the Government. They will re­
ceive iio compensation for their injuries. 
Even if vhe VA were to change its pol.cy 
and compensid" veterans for Agent Orange 
problems, their ciii'dren and wives would 
be unaffected.

The court’s ruling also suggests another 
extension of military immunity that raises 
serious questions about the relationship of 
war contractors to the Government and 
ther legal responsibility to the public. The 
court. atcd that the broad blanket of mili­
tary inn unity that protects the Govern­
ment against Agent Orange liability might 
also extend to the herbicide manufacturers.

Put simply, a Government contractor is 
not responsible for mistakes for which the 
Government itself cannot be held responsi­
ble. Because the Government is protected 
by the Feres doctrine, Dow and other 
chemical manufacturers may escape all 
liability by proving that they merely fol­
lowed the Government's specifications to 
produce the herbicide and only did what the 
Government told them to do—a contract- 
law version of the Nuremberg defense.

The chemical companies would then en­
joy the legal immunity of a public body. As 
the Government immunity doctrine derives 
from the feudal era when "the king could do 
no wrong," these corporations which pro­
duced chemical weapons o f war would en­
joy regal protection from legal process. In

the next few months, the court w ill decide 
whether to accept the companies contract 
defense and dismiss the veterans’ lawsuit.

Accepting this defense would have re­
percussions in future cases brought by per­
sons harmed by toxic agents. Dow's chief 
lawyer was reported recently to have said 
that the contract defense could t. r'e wide 
impact on toxic substance compensation 
cases when manufacturers defend their ac­
tions on the ground that they complied with 
existing Government standards.

Beyond these issues and the immediate 
needs of Vietnam veterans and their fami­
lies, the Feres immunity doctrine also will 
keep the truth about Agent Orange from 
the public. We may never know what Dow 
and the Government knew about the health 
dangers of Agent Orange before it was 
used; why the Government continued to 
use the herbicide until more than enough 
evidence was a va ilab le  to suggest its 
dangers, and why so ld iers were never 
warned of possible health effects.

s a sad irony, courts that have 
d ism issed ve te ran s’ c la im s 
have-at the same time invited 

Uhcm to go to the Veterans Ad­
ministration for health care and compensa­
tion. In fact, one of the stated reasons in 
Feres for barring veterans from the courts is 
that the WA is available to help them. But 
once at ill-' VA , veterans face another legal 
obstacle that parallels the Feres doctrine. 
The VA by law is the only major Federal 
agency whose decisions cannot be reviewed 
in court. The law was passed more than fifty 
years ago out of a paternalistic notion that 
because the agency had the special exper­
tise and compassion to treat veterans, court 
review was unnecessary.

The dangers that inevitably result from 
this absence of outside accountability are 
nowhere more evii enl that in the VA's pol­
icies on Agent O r nge. The agency argues 
that there is not e lough evidence to justify 
compensating vc' emus for Agent Orange 
exposure, even though the Environmental 
Protection Agency considers the herbicide 
hazardous enough to justify an emergency 
ban 011 most domestic uses—killing vegeta­
tion along highways, for instance. (Dcnv is 
challenging that ban in court.) The VA can. 
legally, maintain its position without couit 
review. No court can review the V A s 
equally ungenerous position that it will not 
compensate veterans for possible genetic 
damage, even if veterans could prove such 
damage was related to Agent Orange exp0'
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sure. And it is likely that veterans would not 
be able to sue the VA if it decides to deny 
them priority treatment mandated by Con­
gress itself.

The legal tangle facing veterans also in­
cludes a law that makes it a criminal vio la­
tion for a lawyer to accept a fee of more ’ 
than S10 for representing a veteran’s dis­
ability claim. This statutory relic was passed 
after the Civil War to pi-..vent lawyers from 
preying on veterans who received war 
benefits. So even if immunity doctrines did 
not keep a veteran out of court, the S10 
limitation is insurance that arbitrary agency 
actions w ill not be challenged.

The need for outside review of military 
actions is greater now than ever before.
Veterans have encountered many of the 
sam  ̂problems as workers in modern indus­
trial workplaces. The military arsenal in­
cludes not only guns and bullets but toxic 
chemicals, nuclear weaponry, radiation- 
emitting radar, and other dangerous and 
potentially lethal products of our advanced 
technology. Some critics argue that the mil­
itary experiments with new technology to 
test its later usefulness in the corporate sec­
tor. Military personnel were ordered to wit­
ness above-ground nuclear tests in the 
195fls as part of a massive human experi­
mentation program to study, among other 
things, whether persons could handle the 
stress of high-level radiation exposure.

Those veterans who were exposed to ra­
diation share a fate similar to Agent Orange 
victims. They share a history of involuntary 
and uninformed exposure to dangerous 
substances, a pattern of Government indif­
ference, deception in the face of their com­
plaints, and, finally, a rude awakening to 
the realization that they have no right to sue 
the Government for their health problems.
Like Vietnam veterans exposed to Agent 
Orange, they are victims of the sacred m ili­
tary immunity and the laws that protect the 
VA from their complaints.

If, some lime in the future, a court deci­
sion on Agent Orange is reported in the 
press as a loss for veterans, it will not mean 
that Agent Orange did not injure them or 
that the Government and the chemical 
companicsdi 1 nothing wrong. Instead, vet­
erans might lose because of a complicated 
web of legal doctrines that will prevent 
them from ever having their complaints 
heard by the courts. This failure to address 
veterans’ charges about Agent Orange also 
means that the public will be denied the 
facts about one of the most controversial is­
sues in the continuing legacy of Vietnam. £7
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Orange Journalism
It all started last March, when New York 
Times science reporter Richard Severo 
wrote an exclusive article on a Congres­
sional subcommittee’s draft report that 
sharply criticized the Government’s 
stand on Agent Orange. SeveVo was no 
newcomer to his subject; two years ear­
lier he had written a series on Agent 
Orange which forced the first Serious 
Government attention to the problem.

This time around, reaction tam e 
from another quarter: Severo soon re­
ceived a ca‘1 from Reed Irvine, editor of 
the A IM  Report, which is published by 
Accuracy in Media, Inc., a self-styled 
watchdog group established, according 
to Irvine, “to combat media inaccuracy 
and d isto rtion ." What A IM  actually 
does is ferret out what it perceives as 
left-wing “ b ias" in the na tion ’s 
newsrooms; much of its funding re­
portedly comes from the Mellon family, 
a leading angel of the Right.

Irvine told Severo that he had re­
ceived “cormlaints" about the article, 
but when Se ro asked who had com­
plained, Irvine refused to say, insisting 
that he had a right to protect his sou. es. 
Severo countered by saying that he had a 
right to confront his accusers, and he 
refused to let Irvine interrogate him.

Within a few days, Irvine peppered 
The New York Times with le'ters to the 
publisher, the editor, and Severo. He 
had two major complaints about the arti­
cle. First, he said that he had spoken 
with Mark Raabe, the staff director for 
the subcommittee responsible for the 
critical report (which was never officially 
released), and that Rua'-e had told him 
the report wus not "bala. ccd." Second, 
The "imes had created a gross distor­
tion” by ca llin g  a “ dra ft" an “ un­
published sta ff report." Irv ine also 
blasted The New York Times in his April 
A IM  Report, citing the paper’s "long 
record o f m isinforming its readers" 
about Agent Orange and ca llin g  
Severo's reporting a collection of "hor­
ror stories" which only spread “ fear and 
suspicion."

But no ooner had The Times re­
ceived frvinc's letters when it also re­

ceived copies o f a letter Raabe had sent 
to Irvine. Raabe had quite a different 
complaint: Not only had Irv ine m is­
quoted him, he wrote, they had never 
even discussed the issue of "balance" to­
gether. Raabe also pointed out that Ac­
curacy in Media's editor had spelled his 
name wrong. Irvine says he never saw 
Raabe’s letter. •

While Raabe would not vouch for 
A IM ’s story, the VA welcomed it with 
open anns. Vern Rogers, a public infor­
mation officer for the VA in Chicago, 
dis*ributed the A IM  Report throughout 
V,\ offices in the Great Lakes area. '

In Washington, Dr. Donald Custis 
got into the act. Custis is responsible for 
all VA Agent Orange research; in May. 
he became the acting head of ti j  agency.
In a June 9 memorandum to VA offices 
t it le d  "M ed ia  Coverage on Agent 
Orange," Custis offered some “ reason 
to hope . ,  , that future media coverage 
of the herbicide issue will be more re­
sponsible than past accounts which rc-. ' 
lied on emotional allegations rather than 
scientific fact." H ie reason for his hope 
was none other than the A IM  Report.

(As it also turns out, the V A ’s press 
office aided in the research ind prepara­
tion of the Report in th" first place. Ir­
vine himself says AI* 'it help from 
the VA ,” anti Strattor leman, >: 
VA ’s acting press office ., -ui.firmed that 
lie gave Irvine a personal briefing.)

Although Custis wrote that “ it would 
he inappropriate for us to disseminate 
this report through an overt, official 
campaign," lie nevertheless sent it out 
under official VA stationery because he 
found it "usefu l to provide as back­
ground to media representatives who 
come forward for general information in 
this respect." Lest any of the thousands 
of VA employes who redd the memo, 
suspect b i , howevgr, lie added, “ I 
would lik .) caution you against any ac­
tion or initiative which might suggest to 
veterans that the VA has diminished its 
commitment to a thorough and responsi­
ble pursuit of knowledge and under­
standing of the many facets of.this still 
perplexing issue." —L .M .M .
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Feature

FILING AN AGENT ORANGE DISABILITY CLAIM

In the first issue of the Agent Orange Newsletter, 

our feature article explained VA policies for obtaining 

Agent Orange examinations. The focus of this article is 

VA procedures for filing a disability claim. The m a j o r­

ity of our information comes from two Agent Orange Self- 

Help G u i d e s , one published by the veterans organization, 

Swords to Plowshares, and the other published by the Na­

tional Veterans Law Center, and copies of the guides are 

available from either organization.

One of the most Important things to remember about 

filing a claim is that you must be able to prove that 

your disability in service-connected. If yo u  were 

treated for medical problems related to your current 

illness while yo u  were still in service or within one 

year after discharge, this vill establish servicc-con- 

nection. It is more difficult to prove 3ervi(.e-connec- 

,ion if your illness developed later; however, the VA 

dees recognize certain "presumptive" diseases such a3 

cancer; in other words, a disease which takes years to 

develop. What you have to prove, of course, is that 

your illness originated in the service.

Wien you file a claim, you must have documentation 

to back up your claim, and the more y r have, the better 

your chance for winning. Just as important in filing 

everything together right from the start; adding d o c u­

mentation later, or bringing it your hearing will 

hurt your case. Preparing your case ns completely an 
possible is particularly important witli Agent Orange 

claims since the VA does not have 3et guidelines for 

dealing with the effects of Agent Orange: one person 

may be granted disability for a kidney dinenoe caused 

by Agent Orange exposure, while someone else from the 

same unit may be denied disability for the some illness. 

(The only possible exception to this in chloracne, which 

will be explained later.)
The doc imenta and forms you'll need ti file your 

claim are us follows:

1. Standard Form lflO, "Request Pertaining to M i l i­

tary Records" - Thi3 form is needed in order to 3end for

your military records; in addition to establishing your 

service a .-1 the military, these records will include any 

medical treatment you m a y  have received while in the 

military. You can get this form from any VA office, and 

the first copy of your records is free.

2. V A  medical and administrative records - If 

you've received treatment at a VA facility in the past 

— particularly for an illness related to your current 

disability— contact the Records Release Department of 

that hospital and request copies of your medical r e c­

ords by filling w.'t a Form 073288. Since they'll prob­

ably charge yo u  for copies, the Swords to Plowshares 

self-help guide suggests you may want to review your 

file first. The guide also points out that if you can't 

afford the charge, you can request a waiver or contact 

your Congressional office for assistance.

If you've filed a disability claim with the VA 

before— for any type of disability— contact the Regional 

office where you filed the claim, give them your claim 

number and usk to review your file. This file may in­

clude VA medical records pertaining to your claim, as 

well as your administrative records. Set copies of 

whatever you feel in pertinent to your Agent Orange 

claim. (Again, if you can't afford what they may 

charge, y ou con request a waiver or contact your Co n­

gressional office.) The VA Regional Office will a l 30

Open Letter

The Agent Orange Newsletter is back. With many, 

many apologies and many, many thanks t o ‘all o f  you who 

continued to support our efforts— and particular thanks 

co those o f  you who subscribed because it was your money 

that finally enabled us to got out this issue.

A few announcements: The Newsletter will be p u b­

lished every 10 weeks rather than every month, and those 

of you who subscribed will g i , a full year's worth 

starting with this issue; because of space/budget l imi­

tations, we've hud to delete the Legislative Updates for 

this issue; the Agent Orange Information Center hi the 

publisher of the Agent Orange Newsletter; we need money.

Keep the subscriptions coming in so we cun keep the 
Newsletter going I And because we do need money to keep 

our organization going, please send in your donations 

(which are tax-deductible) so we can continue our work.

And finally: A very merry Christmas, a very happy

Chanukah, and a very wonderful New Year to all of you.

Thank you.

Mimi Yahn 

Editor

Project of Regional Young Adult Project 
olib Market Street, San Francisco, CA 91*102



probably have a c opy of your medical records from the 

military; request that they send you a copy o f  these 

records. (You are entitled to a free c o p y  of your m i l­

itary medical records.)

3. Civilian medical records - If you've ever been 

to a private doctor or hospital for an illness related 

to your current claim, get copies of those medical rec­

ords. As the Swords to Plowshares guide points out, 

"Most doctors are m ore than willing to assist you by 

sending records if you explain why you are in need of 

them. There may be a charge for these records or you 

might avoid a charge by requesting a summary only."

b. Supporting documents - These include statements 

from relatives, friends, employers, etc., describing 

problems t hey knew you were having. For example, a 

statement from your wife or girlfriend describing Joint 

pains you m a y  have had, ho w  often, how severe, etc. Or 

a statement from your employer(s) about ho w  often you 

were forced to take off from work because of illness.

If y o u  have photographs from Nam taken in a defoliated 

area, include copies of those. If you're in contact 

with any o r  your buddies who had a similar problem (for 
example, a ''skin rash") as a result of exposure to her­

bicides at the same time, get statements from them.

Make sure all of these statements describe when, how o f­

ten, how severe, and over what time period, Swo-,ds to 

Plowshares cautioi. j that "unless they are doctors, fami­

ly and friends should not state absolutely what your 

illness was (for example, 'he had a damaged kidney'), 

but they can describe what you complained of to them 

(for example, 'he said he had a headache almost every 

night' 1." They point out that the statements do not 

have to be notarized, ’’but the person writing the letter 

must declare that the information which 13 in the letter 

is true to the best of his/her knowledge. Letters can 

be addressed 'To whom It may concern' an d  should he da t­

ed, signed and have a return address."

5. Published medical evidence - The Swords to Plow­

shares guide recommends books on medicine as another 

source of supporting evidence: "Many books on medicine

are written In a straightforward fashion and are avail­

able at public libraries. These books will give an u n­

derstandable explanation of the disease process in­

volved. If the book's explanation of the disease sup­

ports your argument, take a photocopy o f  the important 

parts t.o submit along with your claim."

6. Form 21-526, "Veteran's Application for Compen­

sation or Pension" - This is the form y o u  need in t> ler 

to file your claim, and it enn be obtained at any VA of- 

flco. Thu form la long, but make sure y ou fill it out
completely.

7. Form 01-bl3G, "Statement in .Support of Claim" - 

This form should be attached to the 21-526, and can also 

be obtained at any VA office. An the Swords to Plow­

shares guide points out, this form in extremely impor­

tant since it givo3 you the chunce to explain why you 

believe your illness in service-connected, therefore en­

titling you to service-connected disability compensa­

tion. If you're in contact with any of your buddies who 

may be suffering from similar problems. Include that tn- 

formatlon in your argument (in addition to their state­

ments). You may also want to point out (if this is the 

ense) that you did not suffer from this problem before 

you. military service and that no one in your family 

u u f o r a  from air.il.ir problems. If you've had no expo­

sure t.o toxic chemicals or radiation since you were d i s­

charged, mention that an well. On the other hand, if 

you suffered from a  similar problem before your service 

(or were exposed b e f ore). explain that your condition 

was aggravated by your service exposure. You ma y  also 

want to point, out that even though your disability was 

not apparent during your military service or within a 

year after discharge (if thi3 is the ease), you believe

that your illness was caused by exposure to Agent Orange 

and took a number o f  years to develop.

Swords to Plowshares recommends that you take some 

time t o  find out as much as you can about your illness. 

This way, y o u  can explain in your argument how y o u  be­
lieve your illness developed (describing early symptoms, 

for example). This is also important w h e n  you review 

your past medical files: "If you are claiming disabili­

ty for a gastric disorder, for example, y o u  will want to 

look for times when you w ere treated for either that 

disorder o £  for unexplained nausea or vomiting. If you 

are not sure what the early medical symptoms of your 

disease would have been, m ost doctors can explain the 

types of treatment you wo u l d  have been likely to receive 

when your present disease was in an earlier stage."

Another important point is brought u p  by the Na­

tional Veterans Law Center guide: "If y o u  had a  child

with a birth defect and yo u  think that the defect may 

have been caused by Agent Orange, state that y o u  (not 

your child) suffered 'genetic damage' as a result of 

Agent Orange exposure.'1

In addition to establishing service-connection, a 

second factor in a disability claim is the amount of 

compensation. VA disability payments are determined by 

a set schedule of ratings— from 0? to 100?— based on how 

much on illness disables a person and interferes with 

their ability to work. Thus, if your illness is not 

considered disabling, tne VA will give yo u  a 0? rating, 

but as the Swords to Plowshares ^lide points out, "This 

rating is important because any diabase presently rated 

at 0? will be compensated in the future if it should b e­

come disabling. There are also other benefits which go 

with a 0? rating, sucli us hospitalization." Just as im­

portant, of course, is the fact that they have recog­

nized your illness as being service-connected.

Keep in mind that filing an Agent Orange disability 

claim with the VA is not the name us filing a disability 

claim for a combat wound. The VA does not recognize 

Agent Orange exposure as a disability by itself, nor do 

they recognize that Agent Orange causes any health prob­

lems other than a akin disease known as chloracne. Un­

fortunately, chloracne is a difficult disease to d iag­

nose, primarily because moot doctors are not familiar 

with it. As a result, most of the veterans filing 

claims for chloracne are being misdiagnosed and their 

claims denied. (Psoriasis is one fairly common miadlug- 

nonin.) The Agent Orange Information Center has pub­

lished n "Chloracne" booklet for 50tf each whleh d e s­

cribes the causes, clinicul symptoms and course of the 

disease, and also Includes a bibliography of scientific 

studies on chloracne. If y o u  are filing a claim for 

chloracne, you may want to Include either the booklet 

or the studies cited as supporting evidence; it may also 

help you get a proper diagnosis If ou show the booklet 

to the private or VA dermatologist ./ho examines you.

Aside from acknowledging chloracne as being caused 

by Agent Orange, the only other net standard the VA has 
on Agent Orange claims concerns exposure. According to 

the Department of Veterans Henefitn Circular 21-00-1, 

dated April 3, 1900, unless "there is positive evidonce 

that veteran could not have been exposed, aucii as a 

headquarters assignment in Onigon or ft desk Job at the 

Da Nang Air Force Dane... it will be assumed that’ veter­

an was exposed to defoliants ail alleged." Thus, yo u  are 

not required to provide dates, locations, etc., o f  expo­
sure; the fact that you were in the field is proof 

enough. What you must prove, though, is the fact that 

your illness wan caused by that exposure. As the Cir­

cular otnte3, "the claim for service connection will he 

resolved on the basin of the relationship of the d i s a­

bility in question to such exposure." (In the case of 

chloracne, the relationship is clear to the VA, but the 
diagnosis is not.)



Even with the benefit of the doubt on your side as 

to exposure, it is best to describe how y o u  were ex­

posed. The National Veterans Law Center guide recoo- 

nends that y o u  "be as exact as y o u  can in describing the 

way y o u  believe y o u  cane into contact w ith Agent Orange. 

...List all the ways you believe y r "  were exposed and 
when and where it happened if y o u  can remember." They 

also advise that y o u  "identify the lowest unit level you 

served with. For example, the company and squad name 

would be better than just the company name." This way, 

the VA may be able to match the movements o f  your unit 
with records of herbicide spray missions (from the HERBS 

computer tapes, which are the flight logs of the fixed- 

vir.g and helicopter spray missions). You may want to 

specifically request the V A  to do this, and the National 

Veterans Law Center guide contains an attachment to add 

to your VA claim f orm which includes this request.

When y ou have gathered all the documents y o u  need 

to attach to your claim form, make sure y o u  keep the 

originals and/or one copy of everything for yourself. 

Submit your claim to a veteran's benefits counselor at 

any VA Regional Office. Th e  Swords to Plowshares guide 

recommends that y o u  ask the counselor to stamp your 
claim a3 having been received and to request a receipt.

Set assistance from the v e t e r a n '3 benefits coun­
selor or DAV representative in obtaining records, fill­

ing out forms, and anything else yo u  might need. If y ou 

feel the person is sympathetic, y o u  might ask for assis­

tance in preparing your case.
Once yo u  have filed your claim, it will probably 

take a number of months before yo u  hear from the VA.

1 You can ask the benefits counselor or DAV rep to check 

up on your claim.) You'll be given a medical examina­

tion b y  a 'A doctor, but these are not the same doctors 

who give Agent Orange examinations, 30 don't expect them 
to k now too much about Agent Orange. (This is all the 

more reason why yo u  need as much documentation as possi­

ble.) You may want to ask for a hearing before your 

caoe ia decided, and again, you can get assistance from 

the benefits counselor or DAV rep on this. Moot impor­

tantly, be prepared to have your claim denied because 

the VA does not yet recognize Agent Orange as causing 

any serious health problems. If y our claim ia denied, 

refile it an soon as possible (within a year), and an 

many times as you have to. This way, if and when your 

claim is acknowledged, the benefits you receive will he 

retroactive to the time y o u  flrnt filed your claim.

And do file your c l a i m : the VA doesn't have to recog­

nize Agent Orange if you don't Tile a claim.

(Note: The November 27, 1980 issue of Stars &

Stripes included information on filing a tort claim 

against the government as an alternative course of ac­

tion (Stnndard Form 0*5, "Claim for Damage, Injury, or 

Oeatn"). Since the laws governing tort claims are ex­

tra- Jly complicated, we strongly urge that you consult 

•a lawyer or an organization such as the National Veter­

ans Law Center before you take this s t e p . '

Legal Updates

LAWSUIT AGAINST VA

On Hay 7, 1900, the National Veterans Law Center 

filed an injunction in U.S. District Court, for the 

District of Columbia to prevent the VA from evaluating 

bids on the design o f  a study on the henlth effects of 

Agent Orange. Under Public Law 96-151, passed on Decem­
ber 20, 1979, the VA has been ordered to conduct an epi­

demiological study on Vietnam-era veterans exposed to 

herbicides. Thus, on March 19, 1980, the VA issued a 
"Request For Proposal" (RFP) for the design of a study 

which they will conduct themselves. According to the 

lawsuit, however, the V A’s Request For Proposal "vio­

lates a variety of federal procurement regulations and

contemplates a study that doe3 not comport with the 

’tudy ordered by the underlying legislations." Among 

numerous issues brought out by the suit, some are as 

f o l l o w s :

•  The VA's RFP states that "the award will be made to 

the bidier with the lowest bid price and with an evalua­

tion score o f  80 or better." This pi aces undue emphasi^ 

on monetary considerations rather than scientific merit, 

which is in direct conflict with federal regulations on 

selecting contracts. As the lawsuit states, "this neons 

that a score of 8l will be selected over a score of 9? 
if it is a dollar cheaper."

•  Feder**’. regulations specify that the contracting 

agency (in this case, the VA) oust have qualified per­

sonnel to evaluate the technical aspects o f  bids. Yet 

the VA, according to the lawsuit, "has no esidemiologist 

or otherwise technically competent person t.r its staff" 

to evaluate the bids.

•  The VA's RFP calls for a general design which will 

later be modified by the VA; it further states that the 

study itself will be conducted by the VA, but fails to 

give any description o f  the type o f  personnel or facil­

ities to be used. For both reasons, the suit contends, 

it is not likely that responsible scientists will want 

their names associated with such a study.

•  The VA has consistently held the position that ex­

posure to herbicides causes no long term health effects 

other than chloracne and causes no damage to offspring. 

Thus, the suit states, "a finding o f  health problems 

will be inconsistent ./ith prior VA policy." In view of 

the fact that VA personnel will be conducting the actual 

study, , is hard to conceive a m ore biased and less 

appropriate fact gatherer."

•  Although the VA has been ordered to conduct an epi­

demiological study— which is a comprehensive investiga­

tion o f  disease and mortality rates, medical and repro­

ductive histories, etc.— the VA's RFP indicates a clini­

cal screening survey— which ip a superficial look at 

current health status. Anidr. from being in violation

of  the law, this type of survey will present two basic 

problems: 1) a substantial number o f  Vietnam veterans 

are not likely to participate in any VA project, and 2) 

as the suit points out, "the deud are particularly un­
responsive to medical screening examinations."

In support of their 3uit, the Nationrl Veterans Law 

Center presented various statements from scientists who 

had reviewed the VA's RFP. These scientists concluded 

that the "study contemplated la unscientific and unlike­

ly to result in valid conclusions about the health prob­

lems thought to be associated with Agent Orange e xpo­

sure", that the RFP wan "significantly deficient in com­

parison to those of other agencies who contract for sci­

entific studies", and that the "long-running dispute be­

tween the VA and the veterans on this Issue lias caused

the agency to lone all credibility with the veterans."

District Court Judge Harold Greene did not grant

the temporary restraining order, feeling It was "essen­

tially premature." However, he did retain Jurisdiction 
over the case, saying that the court would consider an­

other application for an Injunction if fears about VA 

bins or the inadequacy of the study are Justified in 
the future.

AGENT ORANGE SUIT FILED IN SAN FRANCISCO

On October 29, 191)0, attorneys Patrick T. Hall and 
Robert A. Kiernan filed a lawsuit in the California 

State Superior Court on behalf of a Vietnam veteran who 

was exposed to Agent Orange. The suit, filed against 

Dow Chemical, Hercules Inc. , Diumond-Shamrock Corpora­

tion, Monsanto Company, Thompson-Hayward Chemical C o m­

pany, Stauffer Chemical Company, and McKesson Chemical 

Company, is the first in a series of individual actions
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to be brought against these chemical companies b y  Hall 

and Kiernan on behalf of other California Vietnam ve t­

erans.

Charging negligence on the part of the chemical 

companies for manufacturing end selling 2,b-D and 2,b,5- 

T, which were . »fective products because of their high 

toxicity to humans and their offspring, the suit asks 

$7 million in damages for "revere and permanent bodily 
injuries", "great mental pain suffering", "loss of 

past and future income, rnd impairment of earning capac­

ity", as well as other injuries sustained by the veter­

an. ‘ The suit also charges that the chemicals were "de­

fective as to testing, manufacture, inspection, and sup­

ply, end as to manuals, instructions ard warnings," and 

that ti.s chemical companies themselves vsre negligent in 
failing to provide adequate warnings or instructions on 

the use o f  the chemicals.

The suit further charges that the chemical compa­

nies were aware of the toxicity of the chemicals, yet 

"fraudulently concealed such facts, and still continue 

to deny the existence of defects in the products and 

their toxicity to humans."

The suit points out that the veteran, a resident of 

California, "did not know or discover the cause of his 

injuries until a time within one year o f  the filing of 

his Complaint" nor could he "have known or discovered 

the cause of hi3 injuries at an earlier time" since the 

chemical companies still maintain that the chemicals in 

question are non-toxic to humans. (The statute of limi­

tations 'for the discovery of the cause of an injury is 

one year in California.)

• • •

UPDATE ON CLASS ACTION SUIT

On November 2h, 1980, a 3-member panel of the 2nd 

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New York granted an ap­

peal by the chemical companies and ruled that the clans 

action 3uit filed on January 8 , 1979 by attorney Victor 

Yannacone on behalf of 2.b million veterans exposed to 

Agent Orange was not covered by federal common law and 

must therefore be tried in separate state courts. (See 

Agent Orange Newsletter, Volume I, Issue 1, page 3.)

Some 800 veterans and their families have Joined the 

suit thus far in various states ucross the nation.

The appeal came about when U.S. District Court 

Judge ficorge Pratt denied a motion Inst year by the 

chemical companies to dismiss the clast action 3uit on 

the grounds that the fedcrnl law has no Jurisdiction to 

rule on the claims. In granting the appeal by a 2-1 de­

cision, Appellate Court Judge Araalya Kearae stated, "Wo 

agree with defendants that there is no federal common 

law right of action under the circumotnnces of this lit­

igation."
In the dissenting opinion, however, Chief Appeals 

Judge Wilfred Foinberg stated, "I agree with District 

Judge Pratt that this case should be tried in federal 

court under rules of federal common law." Pointing out 

that if the claims were forced to be refiled and tried 

under various state laws, "then veterans may well be 

subjected to sharply differing rules of law !n pursuit 

of their remedies." Another problem is the statute of 

limitations, which varies from state to state, and could 

bar a number of the claims from being tried.

Although this latest development will delay the 

suit, the plaintiffs can appeal to either the full 11- 
member appellate court or to the Supreme Court in order 

to overturn the decision, or they can amend the co m­

plaint to allege a diversity cause of action. Thin 

would mean t.hnt the suit would no longer be a federal 

question (and thus, would not be tried under federal 

common law), but would be under multi-state Jurisdic­

tion and federal laws would still apply.

M edical/Scientific Updates

STUDIES FROM EUROPE

Five European studies on the relationship between 

several types of cancer and exposure to phenoxys were • 

recently brought to public attention in this country. 

Although most the studies have been available for 

some time, i* W.tt . oly in April that the findings were 

reported tc tbg .vaeral public b y  Congressmen Thomas 

Daschle ard lavq 1 , snior. The following are summaries 

of each study.

1. ' Case-Control Study: Soft-Tissue Sarcomas and 

Exposure Vo Phenoxyacetic Acids or Chlorophenols", L. 

Hardell & A. Sand3tr8m, British Journal of C a n c e r . 

39:711-717, 1979.
In 1977, Dr. Hardell published a report (in Lakar- 

tidnin g o n , 7^:2753) on the relationship between Swedish 

patients with soft-tissue sarcomas— a rare type of t u­

mor— and their exposure to phenoxyacetic acids. As a 

result o f  this clinical observation, Hardell and Sand- 

strBn conducted a case-control study o f  52 patients with 

soft-tissue sarcomas against 208 controls. The re­

searchers concluded that exposure to the phenoxyacetic 

acid3 (2,L,5-T, 2,U-D, MCPA, and Weedone) increased the 

risk for soft-tissue sarcomas 5-3 times, and exposure to 

the chlorophenols (fungicides, stain preventatives, wood 

preservatives, and waterproofing agents) increased the 

risk 6.6 times. However, while the researchers were 

able to isolate specific exposure to phenoxys alone and 

chlorophenols alone, they were unable to determine what 

effect such contaminants as polychlorinated dibenzc- 

dioxins and dibenzofurans ma y  have had. (TCDD, or d i­

oxin, is a chlorinated d ibenzodioxin.) T..ey concluded, 

therefore, that "the increased risk for this type of tu­

mor after exposure to phenoxyacetic acid3 or chlorophe­

nols can consequently be caused by the pure chemical 

substances, impurities in the commercial preparations 

or a combination of both."

2. "Case-Control Study on Malignant Mesenchymal 

Tumors of the Soft Tissue and Exposure to Chemical S u b­

stances", M. Eriksson, L. Hardell, H.O. Berg, Torgil 

MBller, ft 0. Axelaon, Lakart 1 d n l n g e n . 76:3872-75, 1D79-

This study vas undertaken in order to more clearly 

derine the relationship between snft-tiosue sarcomas 

(malignant mesenchymal tumors) and the contaminants of 

phenoxyacetic acids and chlorophenols. While the Har­

d e n  and SandntrCra study reviewed above was carried < ut 

In the throe northernmost counties of Sweden where 

2,li,5-T and chlorophenols are more commonly used in the 

lumber and forestry indust:*y, this study was conducted 
in the five southernmost counties of Sweden, where ph e­

noxyacetic acids such as 2,It-D and MCPA and phenoxypro 

plonic acids such as mecoprop and dichlorprop are more 

commonly used in the agricultural industry. In compar­

ison to 2,lt,5-T, these phenoxys are less prone to c on­

tain Impurities such as polychlorinated dibenzodioxins 

(PCDD's) and polychlorinated dibenzofurans (PCDF's). 

Comparing 110 patients with soft-tissue sarcomas against 

219 controls, the researchers found that exposure to 

phenoxyacetic acids including 2,I|,5-T increased the risk 

for 30ft-tissue sarcomas 6.8 times, and that exposure to 

phenoxyacetic ncid3 excluding 2,L,5-T increased the risk 

by h.2. Exposure to chlorophenols increased the risk by 

3.3. The researchers concluded that "exposure to phe­

noxy acids may constitute a ri3k factor in tne develop­
ment of malignant mesenchymal tumors of the 30ft tissue, 

and that the risk is not limited only to the phenoxy 

acids which, like certain chlorophenols, can contain 

polychlorinated dibenzodioxins and dibenzofurans, but 

also to other phenoxy acids."

3. "Malignant Lymphoma and Exposure to Chemical 

Substances, Especially Organic Solvents, Chlorophenols 

and Phenoxy Acids", Hardell, M. Eriksson U P. L e m e r ,



La ka rt idn ing en. 77(U): 200-210, 1980.

In 1979, Hardell conducted a pilot study o f  17 men 

with malignant lymphoma and found that 11 o f  them r e­
ported exposure to phe noxy acids or chlorophenols ("Ma­

lignant Lymphoma of Histiocytic Type and Exposure to 

Phenoxyacetic Acids or Chlorophenols", L a n c e t . 1:55-56;. 

As a result of this observation, Hardell, Eriksson and 

Lenner conducted a case-control study o f  169 patients 
with malignant lymphoma (60 w it h Hodgkin's disease and 

109 with non-Hodgkin's lympho.oa) mat che d against 335 

controls, all of whom lived in the three northernmost 

counties of Sweden. The researchers found that high- 

grade exposure to ph en ox y acids produced a risk of 7-0 
and low-grade exposure a risk o f  L.3 ; high-grade expo­

sure to chlorophenols created a ri sk of 9-3 and low- 
grade exposure a risk o f  2.5. The researchers also 

looked at exposure to the organic solvents benzene, 

trichloroethylene and  styrene: t hey  found that high- 

grade exposure produced a ri3 k o f  I*.6 , wh ile exposure 

to the solvents together with exposure to pheno xy acids 

or chlorophenols created a ris k o f 12.2. In the dis­

cussion of their findings, the researchers pointed out 

the relationship between Hodgkin's disease and defects 

in cell-mediated immunity, as well as the relationship 

between non-Hodgkin's lymphomaB and imm unity deficien­

cies. They also noted several studies which found that 

exposure to benzene increased the ris k for both leukemi' 

and mal ign ant  lymphoma. Their study, they concluded, 

"suggests that exposure to organic solvents, chlorophe­

nols and/or phenoxy acid3 constitutes a risk factor foi 

the incidence of malignant lymphoma. The mechanism of 

this is unclear, although a conceivable mode of action 

may consist, for example, of immunologic depression, 

which is described for dioxins, especially TCDD, or m u­

tagenic effects by phenoxy acids which were demonstrated 

in some test systems."

Ii. "Herbicide Exposure and Tumor Mortality: An U p­

dated Epidemiological Investigation on Swedish Railroad 

Workers", 0. Axelson, L. Sundell, K. Andersson, C. Ed- 

ling, C. Hogstedt, A H. Kling (publication and date not 

availab le) .

In 1 9 7 h , Axelson and Sundell reported an increase 

of tumor incidence among Swedish railroad workers ex­

posed to herbicides ("Herbicide Exposure, Mortality and 

Tumor Incidence: An Epidemiological Investigation on 

Swedish Railroad W o r k e r s " , Scandinavian Journal of W o r k , 

Environment ft H e a l t h , 11:21-20). This latest 3tudy has 
followed the 3ame 3^8 workers throvch October 1978.

'Jhile the earlier 3tudy seemed to indicate a higher tu­

mor mortality rate among those exposed to umitrol and 

only a slight increase amon those exposed to phenoxy 

acids, thin latest follow-up chows the opposite. Amone 

those exposed to nmitrol, there were 3 deaths from tu­

mors versus an expected rate of 1.95, and in the group 

exposed to phenoxy acids (mainly 2,b-D and 2,I(,5-T), 
there were 6 deaths from tumors versus an expected 3 .1 b . 

The overall mortality rate among those exposed to nmi­

trol was Ii versus an expected 7.03, and among those ex­

posed to phenoxyn 17 versus 12.53. The most significant
increases, however, were found in the gr oup  exposed to 

both mnltrol and phenoxys: The overall mort ality rate

was 15 versus 7.25 expected, tnd the t’.nor mortality 
rate was 6 versus an expect'd \ .7'3. Jtw one particular

type of tumor was represented; however, 3tomach and lunf

cancers occurred at a higl cr than expected rate. A l­

though the researchers a i m  updated the overall inci­

dence of t u m o m  (both "ntal and non-fat this data 

was omitted from the final .’tport.

5. "Mortality Study of Persons Exposed to Dioxin 

Following an Accident Which Occurred in the BASF on 13 

November 1953", A.M. Thiess A H. Frentzel-Beyme. Pre­

sented at the Fifth International Conference of Medi- 

chen - Occupational Health in the Chemical Industry,

San Francisco, California, September 1977-
In 1976, a preliminary report on morbidity (rate 

of illness) was presented to the Fourth Medichera Con­

gress in liaifa on 7 3  employees o f  BASF who had been ex­

posed to dioxin as a result of the 1953 West  German ac­

cident ("Follow-ap report uber das Trichloropbenol-Di- 

oxin-Unfallgeschchen in der BASF AG vom 13 November 

1953", A.M. Thiess A P. Goldmann). (At the same time, 

Professor Rohrborn of  the Institute of Human Genetics 

of the University o f  Diisseldorf was car rying out an in­

vestigation of possible chromosome damage in these em­

ployees.) This latest mor ta li ty  study by Thie.s end 

Frentzel-Beyme compared all 75 employees who h ad  been 

exposed against an internal comparison gro up of another 

75 BASF  employees and against three external comparison 

groups: total popul ati on of Ludwigshafen (where the 3ASF 

plant is l o c a t e d ) , total populati on of  the government 

district of Rheinhesaen-Palat.inate, and total population 

of the Federal Republic o f  Germany. While  the research­

ers found that the mor tali ty rate of ti e dioxin group 

was lower than expected for tha city of Ludwigshafen (17 

versus 25), it was higher than those occurring in the 

internal comparison group (11 ), and onl y slightly higher 

than the expected rates for Rheinhessen-Palatinate and 

the Federal Republic o f  Germany (15 and 16, respective­
ly). Causes of death, however, pre sen ted  a somewhat 

different picture. Stomach cancer acc ounted for 3 of 

the deaths in the dioxin-exposed group, with none o c­

curring in the internal comparison group, versus 0 .8  ex­

pected for Ludwigshafen and 0.5 exp ected for both Rhein- 

hesscn-Palatinate and the Federal Republic. Malignant 

neoplasms accounted for 6 deaths in the dioxin-exposed 

group and b in the internal group, versus 3 expected for 

the Federal Republic o f  Ge rmany (expected rates for Lud­

wigshafen and Rheinhessen-Palatinate were not provided). 

Suicides were also higher in the dioxin-exposed group:

2 versus none in the internal group, with 0 .3 expected 

for Ludwigshafen, 0.2 expected for Rhe'nhessen, and 0.6 

expected for the Federal Republic. Violent deaths (in­

cluding suicide) accounted for L in the exposed group 

and 1 in the internal group, with 2.5 expected for Lud­
wigshafen, 1.1 expected for Rheinhessen-Palatinate and 

1.7 expected for the Federal Republic of Germany.

• • •

NEW FINDINGS DY DR. POLAND

Dr. Alan Foland of the McArdle Laboratory for Can­

cer Research at the University of Wisconsin has present­

ed findings which ma y  be a key to understanding how d i­

oxins work. In studies on laboratory rats, Poland has 

found that a protein receptor binds itseir to dioxin 

molecules on the outer portion of a cell. As a result 

of this binding, dicxln then enters the nucleus of the 

cell, where it eventually destroys the cell. How it 

works once inside the cell is not yet understood, ho w­

ever, this discovery could provide a first step in pr e­

venting dioxin poisoning. As Poland point':! out, If a 

drug were found to bind with the protein receptor, thi3 

could stop the dioxin from entering the cell in the 
first place.

Dr. Poland discussed his findings in an interview 

with the Oregonian on March 9, 1980 at the Oregon R e­

gional Prinv ' Research Center, where he va3 a guest 

lecturer, i, another port o f  the interview, Dr. Poland 

explained that dioxins, chlorophenols, phenoxyacetic a c­

ids, and thousands of related chemicals come from the 

family of "halogenated aromatic compounds." All of 

these compounds, he pointed out, are derived from c hlo­

rine, whicn is a waste product of industrial potash. 

Poland suggested that instead of seeking bans on indi­

vidual chemicals, environmentalists should work toward 

urging the chemical industry to find other ways of dis- 

DOBing of their chlorine. Some chemical companies, he 

said, have already begun to do so.



WARNING ISSUED ON 2,4-D

On June 2b, 1980, the California Department of 

Health Services issued a "hazard alert" on 2,b-D. The 

warning— the first of its k ind— came after examination 

of seven persons who suffered nerve damage as a result 

of exposure to 2,b-D.
Six were exposed while working as pesticide appli­

cators and one was exposed while working in her garden. 

All seven developed numbness or tingling in their ex­

tremities, followed by weakness in their arms and legs, 

and some suffered almost complete paralysis o f  the arms 

and legs.
The hazard alert report is being sent out to work­

ers and doctors to warn them that 2,b-D causes cancer 

and birth defects in laboratory animals and permanent 

neurological damage in humans. According to Dr. Marc 

Lappc, Chief of the Department's Hazard Alert System, 

the warning was issued because of EPA inaction. Said 

Dr. Lappe, "There is a policy vacuum in EPA, an absence 

of leadership. So we had to cove on this."
On April 29, the EPA announced that manufacturers 

of 2,b-D were being asked to provide additional infor­

mation on the herbicide. 'Following a review of health 

effect studies, the EPA decided "that significant infor­

mation gaps exist on the effects of 2,b-D, preventing a 

definite conclusion on the safety of the herbicide." 

Manufacturers have been asked to undertake ne w  studies 

on the reproductive, metabolic and oncogenic (tumor- 

producing) effects o f  2 ,U— D on laboratory animals. The 

EPA will also conduct certain reproductive studies of 

their own.
These s t u d i e s , h o w e v e r , could take anywhere from 

one to throe years. Meanwhile, more than 70 million 

pounds of 2 ,U-D are distributed nationwide each year 

for use on forests, rights-of-way, rangeland, pasture- 

land, cereal and 3ugarcane crops, aquatic areas, drain­

age ditch banks, commercial turf, and home gardens.

2,U-D is one of the most widely used herbicides in the 

United States, and is available in 1,500 products.

In addition to concern about the use of 2,b-D by 

home gardeners, Dr. Lappe stated that "current work 

practices are inadequate to protect against potential 

neurotoxicity."

Other News

CHROMOSOME DAMAGE IN LOVE CANAL

On May 18, 1980, the EPA announced the possible 

evacuation of an additional 710 families from Love 

Canal, New York as a result of test3 which found chro­
mosome damage in a number of residents.

Love Canal is the site of a chemical w a3te dump 
used by Hooker Chemicals and Plastics Corporation from 

the 1 9 ^ 0 'o until 1953, when the site was 30ld to the 

city of Niagara Falls for $1.00 and a school built di­

rectly over it. In 1970, following numerous reports 

of ill health among the residents, the New York Otate 

Health Department discovered 20,000 tons of various 

toxic chemicals, including lUl pounds of dioxin, and 

declaring a "health emergency," evacuated 239 families 
from the immediate area. Residents left behind, how­

ever, have insisted that the contamination is not con­

fined only to the six-block area now sealed off, and 

have spent the past two years trying to get the state 

to evacuate the entire area. This latest finding of 

chromosome damage is confirmation of their fears,

In tests conducted on 36 residents of lave Canal 

by the Biogenics Corporation in Houston, 8 were found 

to have supernumerary acentric chromosomes— a type of 

damage that has been associated with cancer. Normally, 

this type of damage occurs at a rate of one in 100.
In all, 11 of the 36 tested 3hov/ed chromosome abnor­
malities which have been associated with spontaneous

abortions, birth defects, and cancer.

Mrs. Patricia Sandonato was one of the 11 found 

to have chromosome damage. In addition, a sample of 

the air in her basement was found to contain benzene. 

She was told that the damage to her chromosomes "over 

the longer term m a y  be an early warning o f  future 

health problems." Her five-year-old son, Jason, was 

born w ith "minimal brain dysfunction" and has been o p­

erated on for a deformity in one knee.

The tests were conducted as part of the federal*' 

government's suit against Hooker Chemical Company.

The government is seeking $12b.5 million from Hooker 

to clean up four chemical dumps in Niagara Falls, in­

cluding the Love Canal site. The New York State go v­

ernment has also filed suit against Hooker Chemical 

and its parent company, Occidental Petroleum. The 

6tate is seeking $95 million in restitution costs and 

$5b0 million in punitive damages. In response to the 

Biogenics report, Donald L. Baeder, president of Hooker 

Chemical Company, stated that "the information submit­

ted is inconclusive that there is a problem caused by 

any prior exposure to chemicals or that there is any 

continuing exposure which is hazardous and needs to be 

alleviated."

SEVESO UPDATE

The Swiss chemical company, Givaudan, has agreed to 

pay damages for the 1976 explosion which contaminated 

the town of Seveso with dioxin. (See Agent Orange News­

letter, Volume I, Issue 1, page 9.) Givaudan, a subsid­

iary o f  Hoffman-La Roche and parent company of the IC- 

MESA plant where the explosion took plate, will pay $ll!i 

million; Italian national and regional governments orig­
inally sought $131 million.

In the weeks following the explosion, b0,000 a ni­

mals died, and residents o f  the area suffered skin rash­

es, swollen livers, black nai.l3, nausea, dizziness, and 

headaches; women in the area were puzzled by sudden per­

sonality changes in their children and the lack of 3ex 
drive in their husbands. Hundreds of new cases of 

chloracne continued to crop up even months later, par­
ticularly among children.

Of the 900 people originally evacuated, some 700 

from the most heavily contaminated area have been barred 

from their homes permanently; however, there are fears 

that the contamination goes far beyond the 283 acres now 
closed off. Heavy rains following the explosion may 

have deposited high amounts of dioxin into the Geveso 

River which runs into Milan, and thi3 could explain why 
dioxin was found months later in garden along the Seveso 

River as far south as Milan. In Milan itself, samples 

of mud taken from the streets were found to contain d i­
oxin as well.

Organizations/Local Scenes

AGENT ORANGE VETS ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES

The Agent Orange Veterans' Advisory Committee, now 

located in Berkeley, has begun preparation of the "Viet­

nam Map Book: A Guide to Agent orange Contamination of 

Vietnam Veterans." According to their recent newslet­

ter, "This book will reproduce a series of maps of Viet­

nam using the erid coordinates cited in the HERBS tapes. 

Essential information from the HERBS tapes will be re­

produced on facing pages with instructions to veterans 
on how to use the maps and data to determine whether 
they were in sprayed areas."

Their newsletter also reports that they now have 

the WBBM-TV film, "Agent Orange: Vietnam's Deadly Fog," 

available in 16mm (black and white). The organization 

has begun a series o f  film showings around the Bay Area 

on campuses, at community centers, etc. in order to pub­
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licize the Agent Orange issue.

Another announcement in thei r newsletter is that 

-hey are greatly in need of volunteers for their new 

office. If you  can spars even a few hours for helping 

with mailings, answering the phone, etc., please give 
them a call.

CONFERENCE ON URBAN PESTICIDES

' The Coordinating Committee on Pesticides is spon­

soring an all-day conference on urban pesticide use at 

Laney College in Oakland on Janua ry 17, 1981. The con­

ference, which runs from 10 A.M. to U P.M., will open 

with a panel on the use o f  pesticides in parks and  other 

urban areas, pesticides in foods, and will include v i c­

tims of urban pesticide use. The second panel will fo­

cus on worker exposure, and will also include victims of 

occupational pesticide use.

The afternoon panel on alternatives to pesticides 

will be followed by various workshops. Running concur­

rently throughout the day will be a "garden clinic" to 

which people can bring their plants for evaluation and 

advice on alternatives to pesticides.

Much like the Politics of Pesticides conference 

sponsored by CCOP in March (see Agent Orange Newsletter, 

Volume I, Issue 1, page 7), the main theme of this c o n­

ference will be organizing.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGENT ORANGE

The National Veterans Task Force on Agent Orange 

and its mem ber  organizations are sponsoring the Vietnam 

Veterans Conference on Agent Orange on May 23-24, 1901 

in Washington, D.C. The conference wil l be geared to-, 

ward veterans and their families, veterans' organiza­

tions, physicians and others in the medical field, m e n­

tal health workers, and all others concerned with the 

Agent Orange issue.

The purpose of the conference is to provide the 

most current information on effects of Agent Orange ex­

posure, scientific investigation, legislative action, 

legal actions, VA policy, and treatment procedures.

One of the major goals of the conference is "to 

help unite the efforts o f  various groups toward the de­

velopment of viable resources to meet the needs of Agent 

Orange victims."

More information on the conference can be provided 

by the National Task Force office or by:

Ruth M. Schaffer, Conference Chairperson 

Veterans Affairs Office 

City Uni/ersity o f  Ne w  York 

535 East 80th Street (Caldwell)
New York, N.Y. 10021

Tel: (212) T91*-5757 or 79^-5758

Organizations

Coordinating Committee 

on Pesticides 

1507 Solano Avenue, 116 
Albany, CA 0U706 
(1*15) 526-7Htl

National Veterans Law Center 

1*000 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20016 

(202) 6 G 6 - 2 7 M

Swords to Plowshares

Old) Market Street, Suite 500

San Francisco, CA pblOD

(I1I 5 ) 391-690'*

Patrick T. Noll, Attorney 

Kutsko, Moran 4 Mullin 

1701 Franklin Street 

San Francisco, CA 91*109 

(1*15) 085-1500

Robert A. Kiernan, Attorney 

1701 Franklin Street 

Can Francisco, CA 9'*109 

(Iil5) Mil-3520

Changes Since Last Issue:

Monterey Peninsula College 

J ef f Burkhardt no longer there

University Veterans Association 

Julian Camp 4 Russ 

Linebarger no longer there

Winter Soldier Archives 

(1*15) 527-0616

National Veterans Task Force 

on Agent Orange 

P.O. Box 15972 

St. Louis, MO 63111*

(31'*) >*28-0113 
(Please note change)

Agent Orange Veterans' 

Advisory Committee 

1027 University Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 9**710 

(1*15) 5'*0-6l75

AGENT ORANGE INFORMATION CENTER 
Project of Regional Young Adult Project 
944 Market Street, Room 500 
Zzz F; anclsco, CA 94102
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A Pi ENT ORANGE UPDATE

CfflWESSlCNAL REPORT CRITICIZES VA AND EEPARIITNT tOEFPIINING VHO HAS EXHEED TO AGENT ORANE
CF EEFHEE FOR HANDU'JG OF THE AGENT ORANGE ISSIE

An unpublished staff report of the House Subcommittee 
on Oversight and Investigations accuses the 7A, the 
Department of Defense, the Dow Chemical Company and 
a panel set up by President Carter of failures in 
dealing with the controversy over the defoliant Agent 
Orange.

A spokesman for the subcommittee said that the report 
had been prepared by the staff that existed before 
last November's election and that, without new hear­
ings, it could not be released now by the subcommittee 
which has eight new members. The report was written 
after the election.

Congressional Criticizm continued p. z

The Department of Defense has developed a computer 
data base on herbicide spraying missions conducted 
between August 1965 anf February 1971. This data 
base included the date, number of planes, amount 
of herbicide sprayed, and the location for approx­
imately 86 percent of all herbicide operations in 
South Vietnam. What was missing was a data base of 
troop locations and strenghts which could be comp­
ared with the spraying missions to estimate the 
number and proximity of troops to the area sprayed 
ewith Agent Orange.

Exposure continued P.  2
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Congressional Criticizm continued Exposure continued

According to the subcomnittee report, the Veterans 
Administration relied on "inaccurate and incomplete 
information" when it denied Agent Orange claims. 
Veterans who sought advice from Veterans Administra­
tion facilities were "greeted with VA personnel who, 
in many cases, did not even know what Agent Orange 
was," and "were often hostile," the report says.

The Veterans Administration is accused of denying 
the claims of veterans, "while declining to specify 
what level of scientific certainty will be required 
to establish the link between Agent Orange exposure 
and ill health effects."

As for the Department of Defense, the report says 
that in the late 1960*s, after Agent Orange had 
been used for several years, the department,
"refused in the face of new, verified scientific 
data, to acknowledge that their could be a prob­
lem with Agent Orange, ' 1 that it "took no pre­
cautions to prevent exposure of servicemen," and 
that it permitted spraying of Agent Orange in 
Vietnam in an amount "14 times greater than that 
applied domestically."

The report also accuses the department of continu­
ing to use Agent Orange widely “despite a White 
House directive to phase our defoliant operations."

Finally, the report criticizes the Interagency 
Work Group set up by President Carter in late 1979 
to facilitate a solution to the Agent Orange prob­
lem. The report says that the group largely failed 
to acheive any of its objectives.

The report rtcomnends tiiat the Veterans Administra­
tion stop denying Agent Orange claims, an action 
the report calls "unsupportable." The report urges 
that, such decisions be held in abeyance until more 
is known about what is maxing the vetenn claimants 
sick.

("House Study Assails Herbicide Actions", The 
New York Times, Sunday, March 29, 1981)

LUTHERAN CHURCH SPONSORS DOW STOCK RESOLUTION CALLING FOR AN INVESTIGATION OF 2,4,5-T
The American Lutheran Church (ALC) will help spon­
sor a Dow Chemical Co. stockholders' resolution 
calling for an investigation of the herbicide
2,4,5-T. a component of Agent Orange.

The ALC and 11 other church organizations sponsor­
ing the resolution hold a total of 98,276 shares 
of Dow stock, worth more than S3.2 million. The 
ALC is the group's largest stockholder with 30,000 
shares. The United Methodist Church's Board of 
Global Ministries has 23,000 shares.

This will be the second resolution in two years. 
Last year, eight religious organizations s.onsored 
a similar resolution.

The resolution proposes that a review coronittoe - 
of outside directors, management and employee rep­
resentatives, and noncompany experts -study the 
effects of ?,4,5-T and Silvex, another herbicide 
manufactured by Dow. The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has banned virtualyy all domestic 
production and use of 2,4,5-T, although it is 
being produced in Hew Zealand. An EPA study linked 
the herbicide to an unusually high rate of mis­
carriages in Oregon women living near forest area 
subject to herbicide spraying, officials of the 
Methodist Church said.

Unfortunately, Army troop records from the Vietnam 
conflict were neither complete nor well organized 
because of the Army's rapid pullout from Vietnam. 
Thus, a thorough reconstruction of these records 
was neeessary to determine the locations of Army 
personnel who made up the majority of roughly 2 . 6  
million people who served in Vietnam. However, a 
review of 31 quarterly operational reports from 
13 major Army combat units located throughout Viet­
nam showed that 10 of the 13 units reported using 
Agent Orange o.i base camp perimiters, roads or 
crops, or aircraft missions in areas of operation. 
Undoubtedly, Army troops were close to areas spray­
ed with Agent Orange.

Marine Corps unit records from Vietnam proved more 
encouraging. Monthly Marine Corps battalion reports 
contained detailed information on location, strength 
and personnel turnover necessary to develop a data 
base to compare with Agent Orange spraying missions. 
A random sample of monthly reports from the 24 
Marine infantry battalions stationed in the 1 Corps, 
or northern section of South Vietnam, between Janu- 
rary 1966 and December 1969 was used to compile the 
data base/ During these four years 2.18 million 
gallons of Agent Orange, or about 20 percent of the 
herbicide used in Vietnam, was sprayed in I Corps.

Using average strength and turnover figures for the 
sample, GAO estimated that 218,000 personnel were 
assigned to the 24 battalions in I Corps between 
1966 and 1969.

Ground troop locations were compared with Agent 
Orange missions, taking into account the time and 
geographic proximity of battalion locations to 
spraying sites. Various time and distance comb­
inations were analyzed because many variables 
affected an individual's potential for exposure. 
Different es'imates exist on the life of dioxin 
and the drift of AgentiOrange from target areas.

The four time periods used were the day the mission 
was conducted (day 1) and witin 7, 14 and 28 days 
after the mission. The 28th day was significant 
because D0D ha insistently stated that ground 
troops' exposure to Agent Orange was unlikely 
because they did not enter sprayed areas until 4 
to G weeks afterward.

The distance criteria used were .5, 1.5, and 2.5 
kilometers, or about .3, .9, and 1.6 miles from 
a sprayed area. (A kilometer is 0.62 miles, almost 
2/3 Of a mile.) Distance from a sprayed area was 
important because the Agent Orange sprayed from a 
plane often drifted beyond the target area. Orift 
was affected by the altitude and speed of the air­
craft, the terrain of the area to be sprayed, and 
the climate. D0D studies showed that drift was 
generally less chan 1 kilometer when the aircraft 
sprayed Agent Orange at an altitude of 150 feet, 
an airspeed of 130 to 140 knots, and windspeed of 
less than 10 knots. However, the National Academy 
of Sciences reported that dri't had caused wide­
spread crop damage. In fact, Its study showed 
that crop damage resulting from drift on missions 
designated as defoliation was greater than that 
caused by crop destruction missions. Herbicide 
mission commanders confirmed that drift was a 
conmon problem and could extend from 1 to 2 kilo­
meters.

continued p 3



: "r  "' ^ 'ajSIRAUAN AGENT CRANGESIlEf IMEMY

■n>e Australian Government has undertaken a pilot 
study of 300 Vietnam veterans and their wives, 
together with 300 controls and their wives, to 
determine if there was an increased incidence of 
disabilities in veterans who were exposed to the 
chemical defoliant Agent Orange in Vietnam. The 
study will also Include Vietnam veterans children, 
1n an attempt to ascertain any increased incidence 
of birth defects.

The major study of all Vietnam veterans and their 
families will begin sometime in the third quarter- 
of this year, and the first results are expected 
to be available in March 1982. The Australian 
Government has asked the Commonwealth Institute of 
Health at the Sydney University to undertake the - 
epidemiological study. * ,

Senator Messner, Minister For Veterans' Affairs, 
said that a number of essential tasks for the study 
had already been completed.

-ttf AUSTRALIA^

The Central Army Records Office in Melbourne has 
conducted a search of the records of all Army per­
sonnel who had served in Vietnam, anu uas provided 
the Institute with neccesary data such as: names, 
serial numbers, units, date of arrival in and de­
parture from Vietnam. Twenty-five full-time staff 
had been involved in this task.

Location of the servicemen and their families to 
be studied was also a crucial matter. The address­
es of the veterans will be obtained by running 
the names of the veterans provided by the Defense 
Department against the computer records of the 
Australian Electoral Office.

The Minister went on to say that the Department of 
Defense is supplying the Institute with a great 
deal of information relating to the question of 
exposure. Thir includes Information extracted from 
Australian unit diaries about troop locations and 
movements.

(Thanks to Brian Burke. St. Paul, Minnesota for a 
copy of the Minister For Veterans' Affairs letter, 
dated Feb. 25, 1981.)

NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE HALTS 2,4-D USE
The U.S. National Park Service has discontinued 
the use of 2,4-0 in its 325 parks and recreation 
areas.

Park service director Russell Dickenson ordered 
.all Superintendents in a memo to stop using 2.4-D 
limwdiately, According to a story In the Washing­
ton Post, 'Future use is to be allowed only if 
the Superintendents convince theii Regional Dir­
ectors that no alternative methods are available 
to a c c o m p l i s h  indispensable control.-

Spokesman Duncan Morrow said tha action ca»e in 
response to environmental groups, of the* 
iased in the Capital, -no argued that the herbl® 
do* causes spontaneous abortions, bleeding of 
fetuses and blrOt defects, 9**csa said the eeid- 
•nee is not tefflcioet to
nent, but tM i - 1t* better vt t r r  w  u *  side etf r  
o w n i t l u i  and not **« « p e U e lte U r  ,
C*wnrical w n lm  «* Cb* f * f t  « » • :£  *

w » . *i

  - vTT!Cnt.T.---7-.-^-7,fsr„ -r -wr-w.-

Exposure continued

The accompanying table shows the estimated number 
of marines assigned to Marine Corps infantry batta­
lions 1n I Corps from Janurary 1, 1966 to December 
31, 1969, within the various time and distance 
criteria from sprayed areas.

— - <* * -n;

Estimated Number of Marines Near Areas Sprayed (A.0.)

Within Kilometers 
af Sprayed Area

.S

1.5

Within Days of- 
Spraying Mission

Estimated i  
of Marines

2.5

l : ‘ 5,900
7 7,600
14 9,100
28 16,000

1 16,500
7 21,500
14 25,800
28 30,100

1 17,400
7 23,900
14 29,900
28 39,400

F . J

About 5,900 marines were assigned to units within 
.5 kilometers of areas sprayed with Agent Orange 
on the same day. Some of the units were directly 
in the path of Agent Orange spraying missions. The 
number of marines within .5 kilometers of sprayed 
areas before the 4-week reentry period established 
by 0 0D was about 16,100.

Thus, DOD's contention that ground troops did not 
enter sprayed areas until 4 to 6 weeks afterward 
was inaccurate, and the chances that|ground troops 
were exposed to Agent Orange were higher than 
00D previously acknowledged. Since ground troops 
were not included in the ongoing health effects 
studies, GAO recommended that the Congress deter­
mine the need for a study of the health effects 
of Agent Orange on ground troops likely to have 
been exposed, on the basis of Its feasibility and 
value .in in resolving veterans' concerns over 
alleged health risks.

("The Vietnam Veteran vs. Agent Orang: The War That 
Lingers", GAO Review/Spring 1981, pp.32,33.)

6,693 AGENT ORANGE DISABILITY CLAIMS FILED WITH VA

The one health effect that is generally recognized 
as a possible consequence of Agent Orange exposure 
is Chloracne, a severe form of acne that causes 
skin lesions. As of this February.(1981), the VA 
has received 6,693 Agent Orange-related claims for 
disability compensation. T-enty-four of these cases 
received compensation (although not neccesarlly for 
Agent Ora nee-related ailments). Including thrse 
*-erds for chloracne. Overall, the VArecelves about 
one Million claim* annually. .

- *
(n*e*t Orange* Kt« It Caused Health Problems For 
Teterwn , Sc fence/lllionets Issues, Kay 1981, p.38)

v: ’•u» •"



DIOXIN POLUJTION IN THE GREAT LAKES

Dioxin is the name of a group of 75 chemicals of 
the chlorinated dibenzodioxin family. One member 
of the family -2,3,7 8 tetrad orodibenzo-para- 
dioxin, or TCDD -is ixtremely dangerous. To some 
mammals it is 500 times more deadly than strych­
nine and 1 , 0 0 0 times more lethal than cyanide.
Small doses can cause skin iriCations, or damage 
livers, spleens, central nervous systems, the 
pancreas, brains or lungs and can cause birth 
defects. TCDD can pass directly through the skin 
-to act on the internal systems of animals and 
people.

TCDD is not manufactured on purpose. It is an 
unwanted by-product of the manufacture of certain 
other chemical compounds, for example, penta- 
chlorophenol and 2,4,5-T.

The presence of dioxin is measured in the parts 
per trillion. One part per trillion corresponds to 
one second in 30,000 years. It is difficult to 
comprehend that so small a quantity can be danger­
ous. Yet, once dioxin is present in any amount it 
can accumulate and affect the health of animals 
and people.

The acutely toxic chemical dioxin has been found 
in gull eggs collected throughout the Great Lakes. 
Dr. Douglas Hallett, Canadian Wildl.e Services 
researcher, reported ear’y in December 1980 results 
of tests of eggs collected over the past ten years 
but kept frozen until the testing procedures had 
been proven. He had found the dioxin last August, 
but his research was not announced until Agri­
culture Canada and the U.S. Environmental Protect­
ion Agency confirmed it in seperate tests.

The U.S. EPA criterion for dioxin in drinking wat­
er simply states tnat there should be none; there 
is no safe level for the chemical. Canadian guide­
lines do not list a dioxin criterion.

Levels of dioxin in the gulls eggs are declining. 
The highest levels were found in samples taken 
from Lake Ontario in 1971: 800 parts per trillion. 
Leva Is found in 1980 samples fell to between 44

A June 1980 U.S. EPA report on dioxins named 
Hooker Chemical and Plastics Corporation of Niagra 
Falls as the only Lake Ontario producer of trich- 
lorophenols (TCP), a tuilding block of dioxin. 
Hooker's production ended in 1974. 01in Corporation 
also of Niagra Falls, is said to have disposed of 
65 tons of dioxin-contaminated TCP and benzene 
hexachlorid.e (a TCP building block), according to

the U.S. government's 1979 lawsuit. A New York 
state report points to to the Love Canal site 
and an even larger one, Hyde Park, as the two 
major sources from which dioxin is leaching.

On December 2, 1980 Canada's Environment Minister 
John Roberts asked the U.S. government to investi­
gate the dioxin problem and to take action once 
the sources are identified.

Few laboratories are equipped to handle dioxins.
Not only are the analytical methods complex, the 
amounts of materials being sought are io small 
that the entire laboratory must be in ultaclean 
condition at all times so that samples are not 
contaminated. Further, the safeLy precautions must 
be extensive. The safety and cleaning procedures 
must outdo those of an operating room. Ontario's 
Ministry of the Environment recently established 
such a laboratory In Rexda'le, Ontario.

The Aquatic Ecosystem Objectives Committee spokes­
man, Or. Robertson, stated that unfortunately, for 
most members of the dioxin family, there are inad­
equate data. For TCDD, however, the Committee does 
believe there is enough information. In the Comm­
ittee report, members recommend "t̂ at this material 
be absent from all components of i e ecosystem in­
cluding air, land, water, sediment and biota.
Absent means not detectable as determined by the i 
best available tecnology." — however advanced that) 
technology becomes. The present detection limits I 
for TCDD are o.Ql ug/kg in tissue and sediment and
0 . 0 0 0 0 1 ug/kg in water.

"Great Lakes Focus ,'n Water Quality", Vol. 6 , Issue 
4, February 1981, Ini.’rnational Joint Commission, 
Great Lakes Regional 0'fice, Windsor, Ontario.

BIRTH DEFECTS STUDY Q> VIETNAM \ETERANS CHILDREN
The Center for Uisease Control in Atlanta, Georgia 
is in the beginning stages of a case control study 
to determine if Vietnam veterans are at some in­
creased risk siring babies with birth defects.
The study will look at babies born over the last > 
decade in Georgia who were born with congenital 
malformations.

The study in question will examine 10,000 babies 
who were born with what is classified as major 
malformations. Major malformations being defined 
as one which poses a serious life threatening 
defect, a defect which requires substantial sur­
gery or might engender a substantial psychological 
problem for the baby.

A pilot study is expected to start in August or 
September, with a 11 study beginning in Decem­
ber or Janurary of next year. The Center for Dis­
ease Control expects to have a final analysis and 
report ready sometime around the end of 1983.

For further information write; Contracting Officer, 
PG0, Center For Disease Control, 225 E. Paces 
Ferry Rd., N.E., Atlanta, Georgia 30505.

i T n n r r r i n f  n f  P r ^ r  wo r l i  n f K  . A d v i s o r y  CnOTTl i  ^ t P p D l l



DEADLY DIOXINS IN BURNED BUILDING DEFY REMOVAL

Binghamton's (N.Y.) tallest building, centerpiece 
of a modern, multimillion-dollar downtown govern­
ment complex, is now a landmark of the Chemical 
Age, an empty monolith filled with deadly dioxins.

What started as a routine electrical fire in the 
State Office Building on Feb, 5 eventually releas­
ed some of the most toxic chemicals on Earth 
throughout the interior of the 18-story structure.

Today only a few people wearing protected garb and 
respirators are allowed inside. The 725 state 
employees, seperated from their offices and files, 
are working elsewhere while people try to figure 
how to make the building safe again.

Officials who initially approved a routine cleanup, 
and called it off when the gravity of the situat­
ion was realized, are now awaiting advice from a 
panel of Internationa', experts. People who origin­
ally thought the bill would run into the thousands 
of dollars are now talking about millions of doll­
ars. More than $1 million was spent on the initial, 
aborted cleanup.

The poisons spread through the building, coating 
ventilation shafts, desks, drapes and restrooms 
with whatappears to be a layer of black soot. In 
the early cleanup, contaminated water from toilets 
inside the building was flushed into the city's 
sewer system.

No one immeadiately "understood the severity of the 
situation. The deadliest chemicals were not dis­
covered until eight days after the fire, after 
some workers had walked through crntaminated areas 
without protection.

"We've been trying to comprehend the magnitude of 
this incredible, astounding incident, which, quite 
frankly, none of us could believe was happening 
for the first time antwhere right here in quiet 
Binghamton," said Or. Arnold Schecter, the Broome 
County health director.

Schecter, who is a medical doctor and professor of 
preventative medicine at the state university's 
medical school here, walked through a contaminated 
area in his street clothes. Now he minces no words 
when discussing the seriousness of the problem.

m

What happened in the State Office Building on Feb.
5 apparently has never happened before in this 
country, but authorit > say it could happen again, 
in any of the nation's .'arge office buildings.

Binghamton Fire Chief Ed Faughnan says his investi­
gators have not completed their study of the fire, 
but they do know that more than 180 gallons of 
coolant laden with toxic polychlorinated biphenyls, 
commonly known as PCDs, leaked out of the build­
ing's electrical transformer into the fire.

The intense heat and oxygen combined with the PCBs 
to produce an even more deadly poison, dioxin, the 
same form of dioxin found in Agent Ora/ige, widely 
used as a defoliant during the Vietnam war. 
Veteran's lawsuits throughout America blame Agent

Orange for physical ailme"' and birth defects.

"We now have a new environmental hazard to live 
with," he said in a recent interview. "We have a 
unique event hare that could only nnppen 1n the 
Chemical Age. Nothing quite like this has ever 
happened before, not in an office building this 
way, not 1n a city. What happened here had only 
happened in the laboratory.

"The question that is raised by all this is: Do we 
ha c this health hazard in most office tulldings 
acre .s the country?"

Transformers using coolant contaf-irg p c b s  are 
common throughout the country, Scht-lar said. In 
1979, after a similar, but less extensive, incident 
im Toronto, the Canadian government banned . 'ch 
transformers.

burned building conti, j’d p . 6



A NEW BREED OF ENVIRDNEN7ALIST

John Heubach Ar. has these feelings He wrestles 
with them every day, but they won't let him alone.

Last October, Heubach's mother died of cancer, 
and he feels that just maybe the Reilly Tar & 
Chemical Co.'s former creosc"? plant in St. Louis 
Park had something to do witi, her disease. The 
plant was only five blocks from where John Heubach 
grew up.

He has other feelings, too. For the past two years 
Heubach, a Vietnam-Era veteran, has been fighting 
to establish a connection between the herbicide 
Agent Orange and a plethora of ailments afflicting 
veterans all over the country. Just maybe, he feels. 
Agent Orange, which was sprayed to defoliate the 
jungles of Vietnam, is slowly killing these men.

As an "activist" or "environmentalist", Heubach 
doesn't fit any mold. He’s not a burned out pro­
testor, he*s not particularity paranoid and he's 
not particularily religious. He attended college 
but he's not a scientist. And yet, he has these 
feelings, intuitions that, he's often hard-pressed 
to explain with solid evidence. But he's been 
right enough times that it's hard to ignore them.

Essentially, Heubach is just a 33 year-old guy 
wno's watched too many people get hurt and too 
many ptople die. He feels that just maybe the 
poisoning of our planet can be stopped, and he'r. 
compelled to do his part.

Maybe he gets it from his mother.

Before Eve Heubach died, she had a feeling th.t 
just maybe water contaminated by wastes from the 
old creosote plant had something to do with the 
breast cancer that struck her in 1977 and Marjorie 
McFadden in 1974 and Delores Schander in 1975 and 
Corrine Hunt in 1976 and Mary Schwantz in 1978.

By 1979, these people and 14 others who lived 
within several blocks of the Heubach house, at 
3325 S. Texas Ave., had developed cancer - the 14 
other cancers of uifferent types.

In 1978, about a year after Eve Heuoach found u _ 
about her disease, the first of five municipal 
drinking wells in St. Louis Park was closed when 
analysis showed trace amounts of PAH compounds- 
cancer causing chemicals that have been linked to 
the creosote wastes. Black, oily creosote, used 
to weatherproof railroad ties and teleplune poles 
frequently were spilled at the *1ly site.

Eve Heubach wrote to the Minnesota Department of 
Health in December 1979, listing those with breast 
cancer and 14 others in her neighborhood who had 
other cancers. Health officials subsequently con­
ducted a study. In November 19&U, the Department 
reported that although there seems to be an above 
average breast-cancer rate in St. Louis Park, 
there is no evidence that it is related to con­
tamination of the city's water supply.

The report was published one month after Eve 
Heubach died.

Just before his mother died, Junn Heubach proni,sed 
her that he’d try to get some better answers. He 
had this feeling: just maybe the whole story isn't 
known.

Consumer advocate Ralph Nader has dedicated his 
new book, "Who’s Poisoning America", to such 
people: "the victims of environrental violence 
who, by fighting back courageously in communi­
ties across the country are defining a new kind 
of patriotism."

Dramatic statements, these. But the truth - as 
usual - is more complicated than winners and 
losers. In the end, the truth becomes a distill­
ation of scientific certainty, economic reality 
and political expediency applied with a heavy 
dose of righteous indignation, intuition and raw 
emotion.

In this sense, St. Louis Park's pollution problem 
and John Heubach's story in particular, illustrate 
the national dilemma over pollution and toxic chem 
icals.

Heubach and his father, John Sr., and his brother 
Chuck understand the dynamics of the situation.
How the public officials in St. Louis Park, though 
concerned about a possible health threat, on the 
other hand don't want to cause a panic. And how 
everyone in the area is worried about property 
values going down.

And most important they understand how hard it is 
*■.0 prove that seeping creosote caused the cancer 
that killed Eve Heubach. And they know that prov­
ing a connection won't bring her back.

That leads to a difficult question; What's the 
point in even trying?

In John Heubach'c case, the point is eti.ical as- 
we’l as emotional. As a child, Heubach looked

forward to camping, hiking, hunting, fishing, or 
just being outdoors with his dad. After high 
sclool (St. Louis Park class of 1966), Heubach 
served in the Marianas Islands with the J.S.
Coast Guard. He loved the jungle and spent hours 
atop a cliff, gazing at the Pacific. He left the 
Mari'.las an environmentalist.

Though he didn't serve in Vietnam, Heubach saw 
the results of war while recovering in Chicago's 
Great Lakes Naval Hospital from a 1969 auto acci­
dent.

During his six month convalescence, Heubach watch­
ed combat veterans who still had arms sh. ve the 
faces of those who didn't/ He saw mothers and 
girlfriends enter the ward and watched their pain­
ed expressions as they spotted their sons and 
lovers.

In Janurary 1970, when he got out of the Coast 
Guard, Heubach decided to unroll at the University 
ot Minnesota and eventually found himself in­
volved in environmental issues.

One of his first big battles was for minimum ex­
posure standards for asbestos.

Back then, he arid others had a feeling that just 
maybe asbestos caused cancer. While working for 
.he Minnesota Public Interest Resea-ch Group, a 
consumer advocacy organization, Heubach learned 
how hard it is to protect people from themselves. 
Tie asbestos workers were a hard lesson.

People like John Heubach have emerged in the past 
ten years as a new breed of environmentalist.

Heubach continued p.Q
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The Binghamton fire and explosion came at 5:30 a.m. 
Schecter noted.

"If this had happened at 9 a.m. in a building like 
the World Trade Center there would have been a lot 
of dead people, and a lot of people whose health 
would have to be monitored the rest of their lives, 
and a lot of babies would be born with problems. 
There would be reason to worry," Schecter said.

Still, as many as 200 people were exposed to the 
dangerous chemicals, including one pregnant woman 
who worked in a City Hall office contaminated by 
cleanup workers who unknowingly tracked dioxins in 
with them, Schecter said.

"We're faced with a problem we don't know much 
about," he said. "We don't know much about the med­
ical consequence of exposure to low level PCBs 
and dioxins."

The chemicals contaminating the building have been 
linked to cancer, and are known to attack the liv­
er and nervous system, cause fetal damage and re­
main in the human body, he said.

Two workers involved 1n the initial cleanup say 
they will sue the state, contending they were not 
informed of the dangers f-ey faced.

The reactions of state officials have ranged from 
alarm to attempts at humor.

Governor Hugh Carey, for exfmple; offered to drink 
a glass of PCBs and clean tne building with a vac­
uum cleaner. The remarks caused a small furor in 
Binghamton, dnd the Govenor later backed off, 
saying he had only meant to warn New Yorkers of 
what he called overreaction to the contamination.

Schecter said that a glnssful of the toxins in the 
building would kill Carey. "It's Agent Orange, 
essentially, not just PCBs in that building. . 
They’.-e all bad," he said. "Depending on the Gov­
ernor's sjMlD, he wou’d be dead within a few min­
utes or hours. 1

"Deadly Dioxins In Burned Offices Defy Removal", 
Associated Pr;ss, Monday, March 16, 1981, St. Paul 
Pioneer Press

HERBICIDE RISKS
Thousands of citizens nationwide have suffered 
individually from chemical contamination -some 
near forested areas, from herbicide spraying by 

• the Forest Service, and lumber interests, some from 
exposures through accidents Involving chemical 
and farm workers, over-spraying into yards, gardens 
or farm areas, as a result of herbicide use along 
rights of way, roadsides to clear weeeds and brush 
for utilities. They do not receive the attention 
that disasters such as the Binghamton office build­
ing does.

Many victims react with disbelief at the lack of 
concern from local, courty, state and federal 
agencies to their pligh;. We are told risks are to 
be tolerated, that chemicals are economically 
beneficial to our very lifestyle, that herbicides 
are are eesential to crop growth, that all weeds 
are a blemish on our lawns, thus chemicals are 
applied regardless of ingredients (2,4-0, the 
other half of Agent Orange, is used as a weed 
kiler In oirmercial lawn care) and sprayed on park­
ways, private lawns, pars, schoolyrounds, and golf 
courses. This in spite of the fact research has 
proven 2,4-D carcinogenic, teratngenic, and muta­
genic in laboratory animal tests.

Any concern over the widespread vise of these 
poisons is considered an "over-reaction", that if 
the product is used as directed, no serious prob­
lems will result. But they do. They continue to be 
tested in our environment, ecologically they are 
in direct contact with all living organisms on 
land and water. People continue to be exposed, and 
waterways and ground waters are contaminated, 
while hazardous wastes provide the very real 
possibility that every state has its own "Love 
Canal".

Still science is allowed to produce poisons for 
public use without proper safeguards, or without 
antidotes which are neccesary when disasters do 
occur. Chemical companies .cl1 them without direct­
ions for their disposal, and industries using them 
take no responsibility for their safe disposal, 
while the Environmental Protection Agency has pre­
pared no enforced precautionary measures for the 
regulation and restrictions covering all of these 
actions.

The real "horror" is that we seem willing to accept 
the “risks" of these chemicals which may be poison­
ing us and unborn generations to come, 1n order to 
kill weeds and protect the short-term economics 
Involved.

Mrs. B. Kent
Edina, Minnesota

MAN-ME ENVIRCM1ENTAL CRISIS
The following story illustrates an historic ex­
ample of how mans' ignorance of the ecological 
system can result in a man-made environmental 
crisis.

It happens that malaria was widespread in Malay­
sia. In an effort to control mosquitoes, the 
Malaysian government undertook massive spraying 
with DDT. The poisoned Mosquitoes were then de­
voured by roaches. In turn a shy and obscure animal 
from the Malaysian Archipelagos, the Gecko lizard, 
whose all-consuming passion is cockroaches ate the 
poisoned roaches. The residual poison was not 
sufficient to kill the hardy little lizards, but 
it did affect their central nevous system, slow­
ing them down and makin'. them easy targets for 
hungry cats. The cats, i. iwever, were very vulner­
able to DDT and died by the hundreds. As the cat 

t population declined, the number of rats skyrocket- 
‘ ed, bringing both terrible economic loss and the 
threat of an explosive outbreak of Bubonic Plague 
(The Black Death). At this point the World Health 
Orr'nizatlon stepped in and rcconinended discon­
tinuation of DDT; and then —  to restore the eco­
logical balance —  they airdropped planeload after 
planeload of cats into remote areas where the rats

Like certain other animals, man has a remarkable 
propensity to foul his own nest, but he seems to 
be the only species on earth who then attempts 
to chop the tree down behind him.

(Great Lakes Focus On Water Quality, Vol. 7, Issue 
1, May 1981, International Joint Commission.)
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Heubach continued

"I remember having to do battle with the lathers 
and the plasterers and having to try to convince 
hard-working people that there are problems with 
the environment," he says. But he and other en­
vironmentalists oersisted and Heubach now consid­
ers the asbestos battle his sweetest victory in 11  
years as an enviromental activist.

Since then - in fights over the possible adverse 
health effects of Agent Orange, in his fight to 
get to the bottom of the high cancer rates in 
St. Louis Park - Heubach has learned that clear 
victories are few and far between, and that fight­
ing is more important than winning.

Heubach knows enough about these thorny problems 
to recognize their complexity and yet to never 
jespair of a solution. This may be because he's 
seen the stakes grow higher as his family and 
friends succumbed to diseases he feels were en­
vironmentally ignited.

And now more than ever he's learned to trust his 
feelings.

* * * * * * * * * * * * *

In Heubach's old St. Louis Park neighborhood, 
several blocks southeast of the old creosote plant, 
there ’$ a lead smelter owned by Taracorp Indus­
tries, wnich is suspected of polluting the soil 
with lead. And though it has nothing to do with 
ReMly Tar & Chemical, the si' .Jtion surrounding 
the lead smelter, its property and its neighbors, 
graphically illustrates the environmental dilenma 
now facing the Heubach family.

Taracorp refuses to allow state officials on the 
property to monitor lead concentrations in the 
soil. Next to the lead smelter is Golden Auto 
Parts. \ ' May 1980, Harry Golden, the owner, sued 
Taracorp Industries, its parent Taracorp Inc., 
and National Lead, former owner of the smelter, 
charging, among other things, that the smelter 
violates the federal clean air act for lead 
omiss ions.

In 1979, two of Golden's junkyard dogs died. Aut­
opsies attributed the deaths to lead poisoning. 
Subsequently, 11 employee:, at the junkyard - 
including Golden himself --were found to have 
high concentrations of lead in their bloodstreams. 
Altogether, four dogs have died and several emp- . 
loyees have experienced severe headaches and vom­
iting while working in the yard. Manager Bob 
Aubcrger said one employee was taken by ambulance 
to the hospital after collapsing one day in 1970,

Aubergcr and his son, Gary, have had elevated con­
centrations of lead in their bloodstraems. Gary 
recently was examined at the Mayo Clinic, where 
doctors found high lead concentrations and diag­
nosed a nervous condition. Lead intoxication can 
cause damage to the central nep'ous systei as well 
as headaches and vomiting.

The PCA says that Taracorp and their associated 
properties are the source of the lead. But the 
agency believes sources in addition to the stack 
emissions must be contributing to the problem.

Golden disagrees.

"This buisness is 56 years old and we've never had 
a lead problem until we moved out here," he says.

"Its absurd. I'll tell you that," Golden says.
"It's like a comic strip."

As with the creosote case and, indeed most battles, 
inconclusive studies make it difficult to fix blame 
Even if the fact of contamination is unassailable.

That's the point. If Harry Golden, whose buisness 
is right next door to a lead smelter, hasn't been

able to prove that lead from the smelter killed 
his dogs and poisoned his employees, then how can 
John Heubach expect to prove that his mother's 
cancer was caused by creosote spilled by a plant 
five blocks away? Or that veterans were poisoned 
by a herbicide in Vietnam 10,000 miles away and 
1 0 years ago?

It is the classic environmental dilemma, says 
Heubach. Nobody takes any action until the studies 
come in and the courts make their decisions. And 
the question that never quite gets answered is 
this: Can we afford to wait?

Heubach has this feeling that just maybe we can't.

(Condensed from "Tracking Pollution in St. Louis 
Park", by John Oslund, The Minneapolis Star, Wed., 
June 3,1981.)

Editors Note: John Heubac> is the Director of 
Minnesota's Veterans Coalition and th° Midwest 
Coordinator for the National Veterans Task Force 
On Agent Orange.

HAZARDOUS DUflNG: CITIZENS' HOTLINE

The Pollution Control Agency, in Minnesota, 
has established a toll-free HOTLINE PHONE 
for citizens to report suspected improper 
hazardous waste disposal sites. The number is: 
800/652-9747.
Agency officials said citizens should look 

for abandoned or buried barrels, oil or sludge 
spills, chemical odors and dead vegitation or 
wildlife near suspected disposal sites.



EXPORTING POISONS MINNSOTA QKTUUES SEARCH FOR HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
president Jimmy Carter was concerned about U.S. 
firms exporting hazardous products to foreign 
nations. President Reagan isn't. And therein lies 
the potential for a serious international problem 
that promises to become a nightmare for unsuspect­
ing citizens of both the U.S. a.id the world.

While hazardous products include everything from 
drugs to pesticides, the major concern of the 
moment centers on pesticides. According to Agri­
culture Department statistics, the U.S. chemical 
industry exported more than 670 million pounds of 
pesticices in both 1978 and 1979. Most of the 
exporting involved pesticides banned in the U.S., 
including such notables as DDT and Aldrin. Most of 
the poison is ending up in Third World nations 
struggling to improve their agriculture production.

•
Ironically, foreign growers, unrestricted by 
either warnings or rules, apply heavy doses of the 
poisons to their croos, then turn around and ship 
the produce to U.S. ..arkets. American shoppers, 
assuming that whatever is on the grocers shelf is 
safe, purchase it, take it home and feed it to 
their families.

Testing is performed, of course, but it's random. 
The Agriculture Department generally tests one 
sample of meat for every 3. 5,000 pounds imported. 
Furthermore, government tests are able to detect 
only about 30 of the 94 pesticides used -legally 
or illegally - on toffee crops grown in nations 
exporting to the U.S.

Although banning exports of all pesticides not 
approved for i se in the U.S. would solve, temp- . 
orarlly at lea t, part of the problem, it would 
not be the fintl answer. To get around such re­
strictions a n mber of U.S. chemical firms already 
have opened brai sh plants in foreign nations and 
now are manufacturing highly profitable and danger­
ous pesticides jutside U.S. jurisdiction. Others 
are manufacturing the pesticides in the U.S. and 
shipping them co foreign subsidiaries.

Experts are convinced the first step toward stopp­
ing this poisoning of the world must be taken in 
the U.S., in the form of a ban on exporting hazard­
ous pesticides. The next step would involve the 
adoption by major Western industrial nations of 
strict pesticide guidelines. Once these two steps 
are taken, the third step, an international agree­
ment, can be worked out.

Under the Carter administration, environmentalists 
had hope of acheiving such agreements. Since Mr. 
Reagan's "damn the regulations, full exporting 
ahead" pronouncements, though, their hop is are 
fading fast.

It all becomes rather disconcerti ig -especially 
when eating or drinking something grown or pro­
duced in a Third World nation.

St. Paul Pioneer Press/Dispatch April

The Boards' release of the potential sites follows 
three rounds of statewide meetings which drew hot 
public reaction from people who feel threatened 
with the possibility of living near a hazardous 
waste site.

"We know this 1s an emotional time," said Alr i 
Shilepsky, hazardous waste coordinator for 
nine-member board. "But we've got to get rid of 
this midnight (illegal) dumping. There has got to 
be something the state can monitor and keep track 
of," he said.

"We are really trying to solve a problem...Unfor­
tunately, the people in those areas," Shilepsky 
said, pointing to a map showing potential disposal 
sites, ...they think we are trying to create a 
problem."

Bemldjl Grand Rapids

Moorhead
Duluth

Faribault
Mankato

The state's Waste Management Board designated 2,300 
square miles of land in 24 counties for consider­
ation of a disposal site for Minnesota's annual 
production of 150,000 tons of hazardous waste.

The Board must present a list of 12 to 20 possible 
sites to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency by 
August for further analysis. The 2,800 miles of-! 
land currently under consideration was selected 
using information supplied by the Land Management 
Information System's regional screening process.
The candidate sites, which touch upon about 190 
townships in 24 counties, have met the preliminary 
criteria of not containing any productive farm 
land.

0 Potential disposal 
site areas

Twin Cities

(St. Paul Dispatch, Thursday, May 28, 1981, p.l)



OPERATION RANCH HAND STUDY UPDATE

The U.S. Air Force's Operation Ranchand study will 
involve a three-phased epidemiologic approach, 
based on physical examinations, a mortality and a 
morbidity study, as well as a long-term follow-up 
study. The follow-ups are scheduled for years 3,
5, 10, 15 and 20.

The study subjects are 1,196 Air Force personnel 
that worked under the operation code-named "Oper­
ation Ranchand". The study subjects fall into three 
broad catagories; those who sat up front and who 
should have received the lowest exposure; the crew 
chiefs and men who took care of the aircraft who 
world have receieved moderate exposure; and those 
located in the rear of the aircraft who operated 
the console tank during spraying missions who 
should have receieved the highest dose of herbi­
cide exposure.

Col. Lathrop of the US Air Force, in presenting a 
staus report to the VA Advisory Committee, stated 
his opinion that, "even under conservative bio- 
mathematical models, the ranch handers received 
approximately 1 , 0 0 0 times a higher dose than the

average dose of an average ground troop."

The Air Force has already commenced its mortality 
study of the ranchanders. As of December 1, 1980 
there were 50 recorded deaths in the ranchand 
population. Of the 1,196 ranchanders about 20% 
are still on active duty, 5% Reserve or National 
Guard, 40% retired, 30% seperated and roughly 5% 
deceased. The following table provides a break- 
cown of the known causes of death in the ranch- 
hand population.

Ranch Hand Mortality Study - December 1. 1980 

Accidental Deaths;

Killed In Action (Vietnam)
Aircraft (Non-Combat)
Other (Motorcycle, auto)

Unknown Cause:

Disease States

Heart
Cancer (Lung, Renal)
Liver (Cirrhosis)

Suicide______________

Total Known Dead: 50

The Air Force mortality study was conducted thr­
ough the Air Force personnel and financial systems. 
Following this point they will utilize the Social 
Security and IRS system to make further determin­
ations as to alive/dead status. The objective after 
obtaining all deaths from both the study and cont­
rol groups, will be to pursue the death certific­
ates end to correlate them with all known medical 
records on each individual within the study.

In response to a question regarding accidental 
exposure and how this factor will be dealt with, 
Col. Lathrop responded that;

18
9
2
7

5
3
4

1

"The anecdotal stories of many of the flyers are 
genuinely terrifying. One would not expect a pilot 
and navigator sitting up front in the aircraft to 
get outside their aircraft literally with their 
flight suits dripping with the herbicide, but that 
in fact. jvas the case in many circumstances.

Again, we've done the simulation studies to look 
at vapor trails within those aircraft In various 
operational configurations, ie, flying 150 knots 
indicated air speed, 150 feet off the deck with

.J-  —

the rear cargo door open. All pilots and navigat­
ors flew with the cockpit windows or.sn because of 
the intense ground fire. And what happens when 
one of those pipes burst...or that main tank took 
a hit, that vapor was literally pulled forward 
into the aircraft and out the cockpit windows.
So the folks up front, indeed, received very sub­
stantial exposure, but, again, in relative terms 
nothing like the poor fellow in the back. He was 
doused repeatedly."

(Transcript of Proceedings, Advisory Committee On 
Health Related Effects of Herbicides meeting on 
February 4, 1981)

NEUROLOGICAL TEST ON AGENT ORANGE VETS CO-T-BCES

Research has been Initiated at a VA nospital 1n ■ 
Buffalo to contrast the nerve conduction velocit­
ies both of 100 Vietnam veterans complaining of 
tingling in the feet and legs and of 1 0 0 controls.

Dr. Stephen Barron, director of the medical cent­
er's EMG laboratory and an assistant professor of 
neurology at the State University of New York at 
Buffalo, said an electrical stimulus will be app­
lied to the calves of the subjects' legs to measure 
conduction at the sural and perineal nerves.

"it may be that minute traces of dioxin, per­
sisting in the body at levels too small to meas­
ure, are damaging the myelin or some other ele­
ment of the nerve, or that some veterans were more 
susceptible to the effects of dioxin than others 
for unknown reasons or through receiving larger 
doses of it," Dr. Barron said.

("Criticism Prompts New VA Agent Orange Exam",
U.S. Medicine, March 1,1981)
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FEATURE

"THE INDUSTRIAL BIO-TEST CAPER"

"The Industrial Rio-Tont Caper" was uncov­
ered by Paul Merrell and published in the Winter 
1981 edition of NCAP News. The following con­
sists primarily of excerpts from his article 
(with permission).

"Industrial Bio-Test Laboratories, Inc., a 
subsidiary cf Nalco Chemical Co., 1 g  the nation's 
largest commercial toxlcological testing company. 
Over the years, IBT haG performed thousands of 
studies on pesticides, drug6, cosmetics and other 
'.'hemicals. On the basis of IBT data, hundreds 
of products have been registered as safe for use 
with government agencies by companies which con­
tacted with IBT to develop the data.

"The story of how the IBT scandal was dis­
covered is interesting. According to Science 
magazine [December 23, 1977 insuej, ’In 1975,
Food & Drug Administration officials received a 
tip from an employee of Syntex Corp., a drug man­
ufacturer in California, that there were problems 
with tests that Syntex had submitted to the FDA. 
An FDA official, instead ef pulling a file on 
Syntex, pulled one by mistake on Industrial Bio- 
Test, an independent laboratory that had done a 
study for Syntex on an antlarthrltic drug called 
Naprosyn. On rending it. he found enough defi­
ciencies to warrant an inspection.' Adrian 
Gross, then associate director of nonclinical 
studies in FDA's Bureau of Drugs, was quoted as 
saying, 'What we found there is enough to make 
your hair stand up.'

‘ "Science reportod that an investigation of 
IBT was begun by the FDA, the Environmental Pro­
tection Agency, the National Cancer Institute, 
and the Inspector General of the Department of 
Hoalth, Education & Welfare.

"In 1978, the Washington Post [March 9> 19V 
reported that 'federal investigators say they 
have evidence that the nation's biggest commer­
cial testing laboratory deliberately falsified 
data submitted to the government on potential ca 
cinogcns and that at least four major pesticide 
manufacturers were aware of the problem.' The 
Post said F.PA and FDA had referred results of 
their investigations to the Justice Department, 
and quoted 'knowledgeable federal regulatory of­
ficials' as saying audits of IBT data 'turned up 
far more problems than investigators had origi­
nally rxpected.'

"'At the beginning of this thing, we though 
wc were dealing with problems confined to Just 
one three-year period,' said a senior official 
involved In the probe. 'Now we are in a posi­
tion where wo havo to regard all of IBT's data 
as suspect.' According to tho Post, the extent 
of the problem caused by the lab's alleged data 
tampering was described by a senior official in­
volved in the Investigation 'who said the World 
Health Organization, which sets International 
safety exposure standards for potentially harm­
ful chemlcalG and pesticides, also relied heav­
ily on data from IBT.'

Project of Regional Yo/ng \dult Project 
9UA Market Street, San Fran^'sco, CA 9'»102



"Tit#* I n e t  tin Id 11 IT c h a n g e d  l i e  t o p  m/ i n a g e -  

m**iil ,il'h r I hr* rl.*il.,i l .•imfir rl n g  t o o k  p i n e * .  f.omr 

t a m p e r  I n g  l o o k  thi* r o r m  o f  ' s u b s t i t u t i o n s  o f  

Ito.’il l h v  h i  i in:i 11: ki*pl liy H I T  fit Ihr* Ifilm f o r  a n i ­

m a l s  lli.ii inT.imr* III d u r i n g  lh** t e s t s . 1 I n v e s ­

t i g a t o r s  nli.-o d i s c o v e r e d  t.hol. T U T  r e s e a r c h e r s  

f a i l e d  I n  s o m e  c a s e s  t o  n u m b e r  t o o l  a n i m a l s ,  m a k ­

i n g  I t  i m p o s s i b l e  to t e l l  w h i c h  w e r e  a f f e c t e d  b y  

t o o t  s u b s t a n c e s .

" T h e  'Vail S t r e e t  . J o u r n a l  [ F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 7 8 ]  

s a i d  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  a t  II1T i n v o l v e d  ' s l i p u p s  

( t h a t )  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  d e l i b e r a t e . '  A f o r m e r  I B T  

t e c h n i c i a n  t o l d  o f  a ' t o x i c o l o g i s t ' s  p r e t e n d i n g  

to k i l l  r a t s  f o r  a u t o p s y  to e x a m i n e  a d r u g ' s  e f­

f e c t  o n  t h e m ;  i n  t r u t h ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h e  r a t G  h a d  a l­

r e a d y  d i e d  o f  n e g l e c t  o r  o f  e x p o s u r e  to t h e  d r u g ,  

b u t  t h e  a u t o p s y  f i n d i n g s  d i d n ' t  r e f l e c t  t h i s .

T h e  t e c h n i c i a n  f i g u r e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e t e n s e  w a s  

a i m e d  a t  c o n c e a l i n g  i n a d e q u a t e  a n i m a l  c a r e  o r  

h i d i n g  t h e  h i g h  d e a t h  r a t e  a m o n g  a n i m a l s  e x p o s e d  

to t h e  d r u g ,  o r  b o t h . '

" O n e  s t u d y ,  t h e  I B T  t e c h n i c i a n  s a i d ,  w a s  

t e r m e d  ' t h e  m a g i c  p e n c i l  s t u d y '  b e c a u s e  c o m p l e t e  

b l o o d  a n a l y s e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  

e v e n  t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  a n a l y s e s  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  

p e r f o r m e d .  C h e v r o n  C h e m i c a l  ( n o w  a l s o  u n d e r  i n ­

v e s t i g a t i o n  b y  t h e  J u s t i c e  D e p a r t m e n t )  ' c o n­

c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  I B T  r a t  s t u d y  h a d  l a s t e d  j u s t  1 8  

m o n t h s ,  a n d  t h a t  s i x  m o n t h s  o f  f a b r i c a t e d  d a t a  

h a d  b e e n  a d d e d  to t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t . '  ( T h o  s t u d y  

i n v o l v e d  t h e  i n s e c t i c i d e  O r t h c n e ,  m a r k e t e d  b y  

. C h e v r o n . )

" S y n t e x  C o r p .  f i l e d  a l a w s u i t  f o r  u n s p e c i ­

f i e d  d a m a g e s  a g a i n s t  I B T  b e c a u s e  o f  p r o b l e m s  

t h e y  h a d  d i s c o v e r e d  w i t h  t h e  t e s t s  o n  N a p r o s y n .  

A c c o r d i n g  to S y n t e x ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e r i o u s  s h o r t ­

c o m i n g s  i n  t e s t s :  i n c o m p l e t e  r e c o r d s ,  e v i d e n c e  

o f  t u m o r s  t h a t  d i d n ' t  a p p e a r  i n  t h o  f i n a l  r e­

p o r t ,  r a t G  r e c o r d e d  a s  h a v i n g  d i e d  t w i c e ,  a n d  

o t h e r  a n i m a l s  w h o s e  w e i g h t s  c o n t i n u e d  to b o  

l o g g e d  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  t e s t  a n i m a l s  l o n g  a f t e r  

t h e y  h a d  b e e n  l i E t e d  a s  d e a d .

" T h o  J o u r n a l  s a i d ,  ' t h e  u p r o a r  g r e w  l o u d e r  

. . . w h e n  I B T  s a i d  t h a t  M r .  F r i s q u e  [ i B T ' s  f o r m e r  

p r e s i d e n t  w h o ,  i n  t u r n ,  h a d  r e p l a c e d  t h e  p r e v i ­

o u s  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1 9 7 7 ] b a d  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  o r d e r e d  

t h e  s h r e d d i n g  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  r e c o r d s  r e q u e s t e d  

b y  t h e  F P A .  A m o n g  t h o  s h r e d d e d  d a t a  w e r e  s e v e n  

l o n g - t e r m  s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  c a n c e r - c a u s i n g  p o t e n ­

ti a l  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  u s e d  i n  p l a s t i c s ,  h e r b i c i d e s ,  

a n d  c y c l a m a t e s ,  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  s w e e t e n e r s . ' "

A n o t h e r  G o u r c c  c i t e d  b y  P a u l  M e r r o l l  w a s  a 

C a n a d i a n  r e p o r t e r ,  P e t e r  v o n  S t a c k o l b e r g .  I n  

t h o  N o v e m b e r  J*, 1 9 8 0  I . o a d e r - P o s t , v o n  B t a c k e l -  

b o r g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to F P A  o f f i c i a l  

D r .  D i a n a  R e i s a ,  " n e a r l y  2 5 0  o f  6 0 0  s t u d i e s  d o n e  

b y  I B T - - n n d  l a t e r  r e v i e w e d  b y  U . S .  a n d  C a n a d i a n  

g o v e r n m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s — w o r e  f o u n d  to b o  i n v a l ­

i d . "  T h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  c o n c e r n e d  " l o n g - t e r m  

s t u d i e s — s t u d i e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  t u r n  u p  c a n c e r  a n d  

o t h e r  t u m o r s ,  r e p r o d u c t i v e  d i s o r d e r s ,  p r o b l e m s  

in  t h e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h o  l a b ­

o r a t o r y  a n i m a l s  t h a t  w e r e  e x p o s e d . . . . R e i s a  s a i d  

9 9  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h o s e  l o n g - t e r m  G t u d i e s  w o r e  i n ­

v a l i d .  O t h e r  p r o b l e m  a r e a s  w o r n :

• " T e s t s  f o r  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  - 7 6  p e r  c e n t  i n ­

v a l i d ;

♦ " T e s t s  f o r  m u t a t i o n s  - 5 0  p e r  c e n t  i n v a l i d ;

• " T e s t s  o n  t o x i c  e f f e c t s  to t h e  n e r v o u s  s y s ­

t e m  - 50 p e r  c e n t  i n v a l i d ;

•"Toil/: to »!»• I. r r m  i ri *• h o w  l u x  I*: U *  e h e m i  i.aj 

If; i f  s w a  I I o w e d , b r e a t h ' d  o r  a b s o r b e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  isk I n - 50 p e r  cent. I n v a l i d ;  a n d

• " M e d i u m - 1  i*n» t e s t s  f u r  a v a r i e t y  o f  **f|Vrii 

- p e r  cent. I n v a l i d , "

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a s  M o r r e l l ' s  a r t i c l e  p o i n t s  

o u t ,  " O n e  v e x i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  I B T  f i a s c o  ir. 

t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  s e c r e c y .  I t  I r; n e a r l y  impor.nl hi • 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  s t u d i e s  a r e  v a l i d  f o r  i n d i v i d ­

u a l  c h e m i c a l s ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  h o  

m o s t  U G e f u l  t o  p e r s o n s  d e s i r i n g  to p r o t e c t  t h e m­

s e l v e s  f r o m  t h o  c h e m i c a l s '  e f f e c t s .  ' T A ' s  R e i s a  

w h o  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to o t h e r  d u t i e s  s i n c e  

g r a n t i n g  h e r  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  C a n a d i a n  r e p o r ­

t e r ,  s a i d  ' o n l y  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  th e  

p r o d u c t s  w o u l d  b e  n o t i f i e d  o f  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  s p e ­

c i f i c  c h e m i c a l s . '

" A t  o n e  t i m e ,  E P A  i m p o s e d  a m o r a t o r i u m  o n  

a g e n c y  a c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  p e s t i c i d e s  s u p p o r t e d  by 

I B T  d a t a .  B u t  b y  J u l y  1 9 8 0 ,  FIFA h a d  a n n o u n c e d  

t h a t  u n d e r  a  n e w  p o l i c y ,  'i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  v i r t u ­

a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  d a t a  b a s e  i s  i n v a l i d  a n d  t h e r e  

1 e  a s t r o n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  h e a l t h  

r i s k ,  t h e  A g e n c y  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  c a n c e l l a t i o n .  In 

c a s e s  o f  m a j o r  d a t a  g a p s ,  t h e  r e g i s t r a n t  ( c h e m i ­

c a l  c o m p a n y )  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l l  t h e  d a t a  

g a p 6 a G  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  i n  c a s e s  o f  m i n o r  

d a t a  g a p s ,  t h e  g a p s  w i l l  b e  f i l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  

R e g i s t r a t i o n  S t a n d a r d  D a t a  C a l l - i n  p r o c e s s '  (a 

p r o c e s s  t h a t  t a k e s  u p  to f i v e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  a 

c o m p a n y  1 g  e v e n  r e q u e s t e d  to b e g i n  n e w  s t u d i e s ) .

" E s t i m a t e s  v a r y  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  n u m b e r  o f  

t e s t s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  I B T  w h i c h  w i l l  h a v e  to b e  r e­

d o n e .  B u t  t h e  W a l l  S t r e e t  J o u r n a l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

E P A  i s  a s k i n g  2 3 5  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  to r e e x a m ­

i n e  b , 3 6 3  I B T  t e s t s  t h a t  w e r e  c r u c i a l  i n  o b t a i n ­

i n g  f e d e r a l  c l e a r a n c e  to m a r k e t  /*83 d i f f e r e n t  

p e s t i c i d e s . "

F o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  r e m a i n s  

v i r t u a l l y  t h e  s a m e .  A l l  t h e  c h e m i c a l s  i n v o l v e d  

a r e  s t i l l  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  U . S .  ( S w e ­

d e n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  b a n n e d  n i x  c h e m i c a l s  

w h o s e  " s a f e t y "  w a s  b a s e d  o n  I B T  d a t a :  c a p t a n ,  

c a p t a f o l ,  a l a c h l o r ,  t e r b u t r y n ,  t e r b u t h y l a z l n e ,  

a n d  m e t a b r o m u r a n . )

" A n d  t h e  p r o b l e m , "  r e p o r t s  P a u l  M e r r o l l ,  

" d o e s n ' t  e n d  w i t h  s t u d i e s  p e r f o r m e d  b y  t h e  I BT . 

E P A  s p o k e s m a n  J i m  S i b b i s o n  n a i d  t h e  a g e n c y  i s  

a u d i t i n g  t e s t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  ' n i n e  o r  t e n  l a b o r a ­

t o r i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c a r e l e s s  o r  

d e l i b e r a t e l y  c a r e l e s s  w o r k . '  P r e v i o u s  m a s G i v e  

d e f i c i e n c i e s  i n  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d a t a  a n d  r e c o r d ­

k e e p i n g  h a v o  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  f o r  t e s t s  p e r f o r m e d  

b y  G . D .  D e a r i e  &  C o .  [a l o a d i n g  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  

m a n u f a c t u r e r ] ,  B i o m e t r i c  T e s t i n g ,  I n c .  [an i n d o -  

p o n d e n t  l a b o r a t o r y ] ,  a n d  o t h e r  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  

H u m o r o u s  o t h e r  l a b o r a t o r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  

w a n t i n g  i n  g o o d  l a b  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  r e c o r d k e e p i n g ,  

w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  l a b o r a t o r  . !»s g e n e r a l l y  r a n k i n g  

t h e  l o w e s t . "

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  M e r r e l l ' s  a r t i c l e  i s  a l i s t ­

i n g  o f  222  p e s t i c i d e s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e g i s t e r e d  fo r  

u s e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  I B T ' s  d a t a .  ( I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  o t h e r  p e s t l c i d o G  i n v o l v e d  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e r  

m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c . )  T h e  l i s t  i n c l u d e  

s u c h  w i d e l y  u s e d  c h e m i c a l s  a n  2 ,l*-D, p i c l o r a m ,  

c a c o d y l i c  a c i d ,  S i l v e x ,  a t r a z i n e ,  c a r b n r y l , d i -  

c a m b a ,  M C P A ,  a n d  o r t h e n e .
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2.4.5-T MKAiMNn;’ tn RF.cE.".r.

On March I, \ tho FPA insuoo an emer­
gency suspension unlnr on registration of 2,4,5-T 
and 311 vox (2,4,5-TP' for use on forestland, pas- 
lurelnnd and rl ght.-o -ways. Tompornry suspen­
sion hearings began, then moved into permanent 
cancellation hearings. On one side is the ETA, 
the I'nvlronmental Defense Fund and the Northwest 
Coalition for Alternatives to Pesticides, and on 
the other side is Dow, various industry associa­
tions, other chemical manufacturers, and the De­
partment of Agriculture. At stake, of course, 
is whether or not 2,4,5-T and Silvex will be 
used in this country. Also at stake is whether 
or not the Environmental Protection Agency can 
actually protect the environment— or humans.

Last month, NCAP announced tb .c the hear­
ings had gone into temporary recess in order to 
work out a possible settlement. Tho recess, re­
quested by both Dow and EPA, came as a surprise 
as EPA's case was felt to bo going well. 7/orse 
yet, the negotiations are oeing held behind 
closed doors.

While a great deal of information on safe­
ty, effectiveness and economic feasibility has 
been presented on both sides, there is evidence 
that one reason Dow requested the recess was to 
forestall the release of certain damaging docu­
ments from its files.

NCAF requests that "individuals and organi­
sations write to both the EFA and the White 
House, urging them not to settle for anything 
less than complete cancellation of all uses" of
2.4.5-T and Silvex. NCAP also asks you to "re­
quest that any continued use of 2,4,5-T and/or 
Silvex be determined in a public process, not 
behind closed doors, and that all of the evi­
dence be presented so as to have a completo pub­
lic record."

As of the publication date of this issue, 
the hearings were evidently still in recess. 
However, it iG very likely that tho recess will 
end while this I g g u o  is still in the mail.
T h e r e  i n  a G t r o n g  p o s G i b i l i t y  t h a t  EPA w i l l  d r o p  

t h e i r  s u s p e n s i o n  o r d e r  a l t o g e t h e r ,  p u t t i n g

2.4.5-T and Silvex back into our food, water, 
air, and land. Therefore, we urge you to write 
to EPA and the White H o u g o  to request that n o  
settlement bo made and that tho hearings con­
tinue on schedule.

Michelle Co rash 
Office of General Counsel 
’■’nvironmental Protection Agency 
401 "M" Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

President Nonaid Reagan 
Tho White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500
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NATIONAL I'ANK "MfV10 K MALT.". .*,4-1) 'I/O 
(Reprinted with permission Trom NCAP News,
Winter 1981)

The ll..".. National Park .’’.ervl »:*• has discon­
tinued the use of 2,4-1) In i ti: 325 park/; and 
recreation are/t/i.

Park f.ervico Director Russell Dickinson or­
dered all superlntendents In a memo to stop 111:1n• 
2,4-1) Immediately. According to a story In the 
Washington lost, "Future use I/: to he allowed 
only if the superintendents convince their re­
gional directors that no a l t e r n a t i v e  methods a r e  

available to accomplish indispensable control."
.Spokesman Duncan Morrow said the action 

came in response to environmental groups, many 
of them based in the capital, who argued that 
the herbicide causes spontaneous abortions, 
bleeding of fetuses ar.d birth defects. He said 
t’.e evidence i6 not sufficient to make a defi­
nite judgement, but that "it's better to err on 
the sldo of conservatism and not use a poten­
tially dangerous chemical unless we can find 
that our fears are unfounded."

LEGAL UPDATES

SUIT FILED TO STOP SPRAYING

On April 15, 1901, Paul Merrell filed a 
temporary restraining order in U.S. District 
Court of Oregon to prevent tho spraying of 6,3°5 
acres of the Siuslaw National Forest. Merrell, 
who investigated the Industrial Dio-Test fraud 
(see Feature article, this issue), has charged 
officials of various federal agencies, including 
the Department of Agriculture, the Forest Ser­
vice, EPA, Bureau of Land Management, and tho 
Secretary of the Interior, with violations of 
the Nationul Environmental Policy Act of 1969.

His complaint points out that a number of 
the chemicals to be used in tho sprny program 
are currently under investigation by the EPA for 
insufficient or invalid safety data as a result 
of falsification of scientific data by Indus­
trial Dio-Tost Laboratories. These chemicals 
include 2,4-D, glyphosote (Roundup), ptcloram 
(Tordon), ammonium ethyl cnrbamolyphosphnnate 
(Krenito), and 3,6-dichloro-o-aninic acid (d1— 
camba).

Morrell's G u i t  charges t h a t ;

•The draft environmental analysis report, 
published January 23, 1931 by the Department of 
Agriculture, violates tho National Environmental 
Policy Act by making no analysis of environmen­
tal effects and by not acknowledging "gnpn in 
relevant Information or scientific uncertainly" 
in regard to tho abovementionod chemicals.

•The Department of Agriculture's "finding of 
no significant impact", also published .January 
2 3 , 1981, is totally without basis because of' 
the deficiencies ot the environmental analysis 
report.

•The Forest Service plans to proceed with 
ti: i ô '.'uy , rograin bofore a final environmental 
impact statement has been prepared, which is al­
so in violation of the National Environmental 
Policy Art.



•»Ky I’m I I IH/' 1“ respond to M o r r e l l ' s  roquer.1 
' fu r  In format ion on the adequacy of tho data sup­
por t ing  r e g i s t r a t i o n  ol' t.li«• p e s t i c i d e s ,  the Ad- 
minl.Rtr.-ito r  o f  tho FPA in  in v i o l a t i o n  of tho 
Kodor.-il I n s e c t i c i d e ,  Fungi c ide ?, Hodent lc ide Act, 
which r e qu i r e s  Riich in format ion to be made a v a i l ­
ab l e  to the pub l i c  w i th in  30 dayn of  r e g i s t r a ­
t io n .

The temporary r e s t r a i n i n g  order was not 
g ran ted ,  however, Morre l l  was i n v i t e d  to f i l e  
again a f t e r  the Forest. Se rv ice  awards t h e i r  con­
t r a c t  for  the spray program.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

AST NT ORANGE BILL REINTRODUCED
On March 12, 1901, Congressman Tom Daschle 

re in t roduced the Vietnam Veterans Agent Orange 
Act , which had o r i g i n a l l y  been in troduced by 
Daschle on January 30, 1980 as HR 6,577. (See 
Agent Orange News le t t e r ,  Volume I ,  I s s u e  1, 
page /».)

Tho new b i l l ,  HR 2893, would amend Sect ion 
512 of T i l l , .  38 to a l low service-connecLion for 
c e r t a in  h e rb ic i d e- re la tod  i l l n e s soG  which arc 
d i s a b l  ing t.o a degree o f  10% or more. (Ooction 
512 a l ready  allowG sorv lce-connec t lon for ce r ­
t a in  "presumptive" dlseaseR--dicenGes which take 
longer than one year to develop; for example, 
t u b e r c u l o s i s . )

S u b s t a n t i a l l y  the name as l a s t  y e a r ' s  b i l l ,  
MR 2893 would requ i re  the VA to determine—and 
to e s t a b l i s h  uniform re gu la t i o n s  for—"what dis- 
nannn' medical renearch has nhown may be du > to 
exposure to h e r b i c i d e s . " (The VA c u r r e n t l y  con­
s i d e r s  ch loracne ,  the sk in  diceane , to br the 
only i l l n e s s  c a u s e d  by h o r b i c i d o G .  However, no 
i u i d e l i n e s  on ch loracne e x i s t  w ith in  the VA sys- 
t.era, e i t h e r  for d i s a b i l i t y  rn t ingn or d i a g n o s i s . )

Congressman Daschle pointed out ' i n  the 
“'arch 25, 1981 Congress ional  Record) that  whilo 
i t o t a l  o f  b,168 he rb ic id e  claimG have boen 
r i l e d  with the VA ac of February 2, 1981, only 
?8 have been a l lowed .  Claims for " sk in  cond i ­
t ions" accounted for 2,962 o f  tho t o t a l ;  yo t on­
ly  5 of those c la ims for "Gkin condi t lonu" wore 
i l lowcd .

Thun, HR 2893 would s h i f t  the burdon of 
proving cause and e f f e c t  r e l a t io n sh ip s  away from 
'.he ve teran for somo d i s e a se s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  and 
vould requ i r e  the VA to prove that  a voteran was 
tot. exposed before donying se rv ico-ccnnoct ion .

The n i l ]  would alRO requ i re  the VA to de- 
•rmino— and to e s t a b l i s h  uniform regu la t ion s  
or--"whnt b i r t h  d e f e c t s ,  i f  any, may resul t ,  
rom exposure o f  tho na tu ra l  parent of  a c h i l d  
o h o rb i c l d e s . "  Any c h i l d  determined to h a v e  an 
e rb i c i do- ro la t ed  b i r t h  de fe c t  d i s a b l i n g  to a 
egrce o f  10Y or more would a l so  bo cons idered 
0 have a se rv ice-connec ted d i s a b i l i t y .

mumAGENT (IRAHGK/HKAIMIIGTHKH'C HIM.
On May 7, 1981, a b i l l  was introduced whicl 

would provide some type of  medical care to ve t ­
erans exposed to Agent Orang* , and would extend 
the Vets Centers u n t i l  September 30, 1R6/|.

Under HR 3899, any ve teran who served Ln 
V ie t  Nam would be e l i g i b l e  fo r VA hea l th  c a r e  
fo r  i l l n e s s e s  which may be a s soc ia ted  with expo­
sure  to Agent Orange, i f  the VA phys ic ian de te r ­
mines tha t  medical treatment i s  necessary .  Vet­
erans exposed to Agent Orange would be given 
p r i o r i t y  treatment at VA h o s p i t a l s .

HR 3899 would a l so requ i re  the VA to design 
and conduct an ep idemio log ica l  study of  tho long 
term hea l th  e f f e c t s  on V ie t  Nam veterans of  the 
phenoxy h e r b i c i d e s—and t h e i r  d io x i n s—which 
were used in  Vie t Nam. In conduct ing the s tudy ,  
the VA "may in c lude  an eva lua t ion  o f  tho adverse 
hea l th  e f f e c t s "  in  Vie t Nam ve te rans which may 
have r e s u l t e d  "from other  fac to ro invo lved in 
such s e r v i c e ,  i n c lu d in g  exposure to other  he rb i ­
c ide , ; ,  chemica l s ,  med ica t ions ,  or environmental 
hazards or cond i t i on s . "

The bi.'.l was o r i g i n a l l y  in troduced on ApriL 
1, 1<81 by Congressman Tom Daschle as HR 2953, 
and a t h i r d  part o f  the b i l l  would have provided 
voca t iona l  t r a i n in g  programs for V ie t  Nam vet- 
erano through tho vetc c en te r s ,  s t a t e  unemploy­
ment o f f i c e s ,  ve te rans '  a s s i s t an ce  o f f i c e s ,  and 
VA h o s p i t a l s .  Th is s e c t io n ,  however, was subse­
quen t ly  w r i t t en  in to  another b i l l ,  whi le  the 
s e c t i o n s  on Agent Orango and the Vets Centers 
were re in t roduced an HR 3899.

The House Veterans A f f a i r s  Committee ap­
proved passage of  HR 3899 on May 12, 1981, and 
i t  w i l l  now go before the f u l l  House.

UPRAY DILL INTRODUCED t II3IANA
The Sou thorn Conli .  . fo r  tho Environment 

repo r t s  that  a b i l l  to p roh ib i t  the use of  2,8-1 
und MSMA (monosodium ac id methnncarsonato) on 
s t a t e  highways was Introduced ln the l .ouioi^no 
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e a r l i e r  thLs year .  Introduced 
ny s t a t e  Senator Elwyn Nicholson, the b i l l  rep­
r e sen t s  tho second attompt to r e s t r i c t  the use 
o f  thoso horb ic ldnn ln the s t a t e .

Las t year ,  Senator Nicholson introduced a 
b i l l  to p roh ib i t  t h e i r  use on a l l  state-owned 
l a n d s .  While the b i l l  su r v i v ed  hear ings through 
throe senate committees, I t  f i n a l l y  died on thr, 
senate  f l o o r .  According to the Southern Coa l i ­
t i o n ,  the b i l l  "caused q u i t e  a con t rove r sy ,"  and 
nea r l y  r e su l t e d  ln  a f l s t - f i g h i  between N icho l ­
son and Gena to r  H i l l  Dykes, Chairman of the Don­
a te  A g r i c u l t u r e  Committee. (N icho l son ' s  person­
a l  I n t e r e s t  ln the i s sue i s  not su rp r i s i n g :  he 
became se r louG ly 111 on two occas ions fo l lowing 
d i r e c t  exposure to roadside sp ray ing . )
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l a r g e  n u m b e r  itr p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  r.tilTorrd v a r i o u s  

( n a u s e a ,  h e a d a c h e s ,  r a s h e s ,  a n d  f l u -  

I I k e  s y m p t o m s )  f o l l o w i n g  e x p o f l u m  to r o a d s i d e  

**prjiy I h i ' ol I lie c h e m  I«;»1s. T h o  t e s t i m o n y  by 
m e d i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r t s  o n  t h o  e f f e c t s  

o f  t h o  choral c o i n  w a s  s u m m e d  u p  by D r .  G t u a r t  

P h i l l i p s :  " T o  s a y  i t  h a s  n o t  h u r t  a n y o n e  i s

m e d i c a l  n o n s e n s e .  T h n L ' n  1 l k o  t h o  o p t i m i s t  w h o  

f.illfi f r o m  a 1 0 - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a s  h e  p a s s -  

o n  o n  o h  f l o o r  h o  shont.V;, ' G o  f ar , no flood!'"

Opponents of the bill claimed that mechani­
cs? wood-eonlrol would cost tho state 82.3 mll- 
Lion, and expressed the fear that a ban on state 
lands would lead to a ban on agricultural lanes.

The latest bill, SB Z*, would amend Title h8 
of the Louisiana Revised Statutes by adding a 
section which would prohibit the use of herbi­
cides on state highway .ight-of-ways by state 
agencies (or its employees) or by any person un­
der contract with the state. Violation of the 
prohibition would be cause for suspension or 
dismissal of tho 6tatc supervisory personnel • 
responsible for the violation.

Just prior to introduction of SB t*, a sub­
committee hearing on state use of herbicides was 
held in the legislature Mnrch 31> 1981. Despite 
the numerous accounts ol 11 effects during last 
year's hearings, Bob Odom, Commissioner of Agri­
culture, testified that there has "never been 
one proven case ln the state of Louisiana where 
2,/»-D or 2,1*, 3-T caused any damage to humans," 
and that 2,I*-D is one of the safest compounds on 
the rae.ket."

Mac Corbin, however, of the Southern Coali­
tion for the Environment, cited evidence on the 
dangerr. of 2,Z*-D, including the report, published 
by tho Hazard Alort SyGtem division of the Cati- 
fornia Department of Health. (See Agent Orange 
Newsletter, Volume I ,  I g s u o  2, page 6 . )  Accord­
ing to the roport, "the scientific data are suf­
ficiently suggestive of a carcinogenic effect, 
and domonstrnt. a weak teratogenic effect, that 
2,Z*-D use shouxd bo restricted to areas in whi h 
human exposure can be kept to a minimum. Con­
tamination of open water must ho monitored and 
prevented. Broadcast methods of application 
that could directly expose tho general popula­
tion should n strongly discouraged. Creator 
consideration must be given to alternative meth­
ods for removing unwanted plants."

Cortiin also presented r.entimony regarding 
cafe metheds of applying herbicides, includln ’ 
u r n  of the rope wick applicator. According to 
Donator Jumonville, chairman of the nubcommittoe, 
"the rope wlcl« applicator may bn an area of com­
promise." Jumonville pointed out that methods 
of application, as well as the effects of tho 
chemicals, need to bo considered.

(Hot*.*: 2,!*-D and MSMA are two 0. the chemicals 
whose "safety" was bnsod on tho IBT atamp of ap­
proval .)

onio c a l a w  k a v o h a i w.k m * i w »h;:ti<'

T h e  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  K n v L r o n m e n l . n l  C o m m i t t e e  

in  O h i o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a r e c e n t l y  e n a c t e d  c t a t *  

tiilL (.Olt P h (J ) h a s  : L r l p p e d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  ol 

t h e i r  r i g h t  to r e g u l a t e  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  h a z a r ­

d o u s  w a s t e s .

A s  th e  p u b l i c  b e c o m o s  I n c r e a s i n g l y  a w a r e  fit 

t h e  h a z a r d s  o f  c h e m i c a l s ,  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c o m m u n i ­

t i e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  o p p o s e d  to c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  

d u m p i n g  i n  t h e i r  b a c k y a r d s ,  '"hlle t h e  c h e m i c a l  

i n d u s t r y  a r g u e s  t h a t  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e s  h a v e  to b e  

d i s p o s e d  o f  s o m e w h e r e ,  t h e  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  i n v i -  

r o n m e n t a l  C o m m i t t e e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  " h a z a r d o u s  

w a s t e s  c a n  o f t e n  b e  r e n d e r e d  h a r m l e s s  a t  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e . . . . M a n y  w a s t e s  c a n  b e  r e c y ­

c l e d .  I n d u s t r i a l  p r o c e s s e s  c a n  b e  r e d e s i g n e d .  

L e s 6 h a r m f u l  r a w  m a t e r i a l s  c a n  b e  s u D s t i t u t c d  

f o r  m o r e  h a r m f u l  o n e s .  D i s p o s a l ,  h o w e v e r ,  aj 

p e a r s  to b o  t h e  c h e a p o s t  w a y  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  

w a s t e s . "

T o  c o m b a t  t h e  g r o w i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to d u m p i n g  

f r o m  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  C h e m i c a l  M a n u f a c ­

t u r e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n — a p o w e r f u l  i n d u s t r y  l o b b y —  

d r a f t e d  m o d e l  l e g i s l a t i o n  to w e a k e n  l o c a l  g o v ­

e r n m e n t  p o w e r s .  A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  

C o m m i t t e e ,  O h i o ' s  n e w  l o w  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  b e e n  

b a s o d  o n  t h i s  m o d e l .

U n d e r  t h e  l a w ,  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  s u c h  a G  

c i t i e s ,  t o w n s h i p s  a n d  c o u n t i e s ,  m a y  n o t  e n f o r c e  

z o n i n g  o r  a n y  o t h e r  l e c a l  r e g u l a t i o n  a g a i n s t  

h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  d i s p o s a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a p p r o v e d  by 

t h e  s t a t e ' s  S i t i n g  B o a r d .  B u t  w h i l e  t h e  C M A ' s  

m o d e l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  p r o v i d e d  

l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  S i t i n g  B o a r d ,  t h e  

O h i o  v e r s i o n  d o e G  n o t .

T h e  n e w  l a w  a l s o  c h a n g e s  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  

s t a n d a r d s  to c o n f o r m  w i t h  l e s s  s t r i n g e n t  f e d e r a l  

s t a n d a r d s .  O h i o  E P A  r e g u l n t  o n s  h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  

r e q u i r e d  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  l a n d f i l l s  t o  b e  s u r ­

r o u n d e d  b y  a 2 5 ~ f o o ' - t h i c k  c l a y  l i n e r  i n  o r d e r  

t o  p ro ven ', t h e  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e s  f r o m  l e a c h i n g  i n­

to  t h o  g r o u n d w a t e r .  T h o  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o m m i t t e r  

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  g r o u n d w a t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  o f t e n  v o r y  

n e a r  t h e  l a n d  s u r f a c e  i n  O h i o ,  i s  t h o  o n l y  

s o u r c e  o f  w a t e r  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r u r a l  

p o p u l a t i o n .  P r o p o s e d  f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  w o u l d  

r e q u i r o  th e  c l a y  l i n i n g  to b o  o n l y  t h r e e  to f i v e  

f o o t  t h i c k .

T h o  J a c k s o n  C o u n t y  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o m m i t t e e  

h a s  p r o p o s e d  a n  a m e n d m e n t  to t h e  O h i o  S t a t e  r o n -  

n t i t u t l o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e s t o r e  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s '  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  o w n  e n v i r o n m e n t s :

" B o  It r e s o l v e d  by t h e  p e o p l e  o f  O h i o  t h a t  

S o c t i o n  E l v e  o f  A r t i c l e  X o f  t h e  O h i o  C o n s t i t u ­

t i o n  b o  e n a c t e d  to r e n d  o s  f o l l o w n :

" T o w n s h i p s  a n d  c o u n t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

l e g i s l a t i v e  a u t h o r i t i e s  s h a l l  h a v e  t h e  

p o w e r  to r o g u l a t o  t h e i r  l a n d  m e  r e­

l a t i n g  t o  h a z a r d o u s  w a s t e  *11 p o s a l .  '

T h i s  p o w e r  s h a l l  n o t  b o  t n f r  n g e d  o r  

d i m i n i s h e d  by t h e  O o n o r u l  ’ ••embly.

A n y  s t a t u t e  •* ^ c t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s ­

s e m b l y  w h i c h  p u r p o r t s  to i n f r i n g e  o r  

d i m i n i s h  t h i s  p o w e r  s h a l l  b e  v o i d . "

L e t t e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  a m e n d ­

m e n t  a r c  u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  J a c k s o n  

C o u n t y  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o m m i t t e e .
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d i o x i n s  f o u n d  i n  2,/(- n

T h< W i n t e r  1 9 8 1  e d i t i o n  o f  N C A P  N e w s  r e ­

p o r t s  Lh-'»t. a t e a m  o r  C a n a d i a n  n c i e n t i n t s  h a n  

f o u n d  v a r i o u s  d i o x i n s  i n  s a m p l e s  o f  2 , b - D  " t a k e n  

f r o m  n  b r o a d  c r o n n - n e c  tl o n  o f  a g r i c u l  t u r n  I a n d  

d o m e s t i c  p r o d u c t s  n o w  011 t h r  m a r k e t . "  T h e  s t u d y ,  

w h i c h  w a s  m a d e  p u h l i c  b y  C a n a d i a n  A g r i c u l t u r e  

M i n i s t e r  E u g e n e  W h e l a n  o n  O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  w a s  

c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  L a b o r a t o r y  C e r v i c e s  D i v i s i o n  o f  

t h e  F o o d  P r o d u c t i o n  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  B r a n c h  o f  

C a n a d a  A g r i c u l t u r e .

I n  1 6  s a m p l e s  o f  2 , 4 - D  c o m p o u n d s ,  t h e  s c i ­

e n t i s t s  f o u n d  1 2  to c o n t a i n  v a r y i n g  l e v e l s  o f  

d i r , ,  t r i -  a n d  t e t r a - c h l o r o d i b e n z o - p - d i o x i n 6 .

( T h e  t e t r a - C D D  i s o m e r  f o u n d  l n  t h e  2,/,-D s a m ­

p l e s — 1 , 3 , 6 , 8 - T C D D — i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  2 , 3 t 7 , 8 -  

T C D D ,  w h i c h  i s  t h e  t e t r a - C D D  i s o m e r  f o u n d  i n

O f  t h e  s e v e n  d i m e t h y l a m i n e  s a l t  s a m p l e s  o f  

2 , k - D, f o u r  w e r e  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d i o x i n s  

i n  l e v e l s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  5 p a r t G  p e r  b i l l i o n  to 

9 8 A p a r t s  p e r  b i l l i o n .  T w o  o f  thr t h r e e  m i x e d  

b u t y l  e s t r r  f o r m u l a t i o n s  w e r e  c o n  tarn:’, r.a t e d  i n  

l e v e l s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  1 0 2  p p b  to 6 8 b  p p b ,  w h i l e  

a l l  s i x  o f  t h e  i s o - o c t y l  e s t e r  c o m p o u n d s  w e r e  

c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  t h r  d i o x i n s  i n  l e v e l s  r a n g i n g  

f r o m  1 0 h  p p b  to b 2 0 0  p p b  (J*.2 p a r t s  p e r  m i l l i o n ) .  

T h r  e s t e r  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  

" s h o w e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  o f  c o n t a m i ­

n a t i o n  t h a n  t h o  a m i n e  f o r m u l a t i o n s . "

T h o  s c i e n t i s t s  a l s o  a n a l y z e d  1 0  a a m p l o s  o f  

2,i(-D t e c h n i c a l  a c i d ,  a n d  w h i l e  t h e y  f o u n d  n o  
d i o x i n G ,  t h e y  d i d  f i n d  l e v e l s  o f  d i - , t r i -  a n d  
t e t r a - c h l o r o d i p h o n y l  e t h e r  c o n t a m i n a n t s .

A s  a  r o G u l t  o f  t h e G c  f i n d i n g s ,  N C A P  N e w s  

r c p o r ’.s t h a t  o n  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  C a n a d a ' s  f e d ­

e r a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o o k  e m e r g e n c y  a c ­

t i o n  to r e s t r i c t  t h e  u s e  o f  2 , b - D ,  A c c o r d i n g  to 

N C A P ,  " C a n a d a  p l a c e d  a n  i m m e d i a t e  b a n  o n  s a l e  o f  

e s t e r  f e e d s t o c k s  to c h e m i c a l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  p r o ­

d u c i n g  2 , h - D .  S a l o  a n d  u s e  o f  2 , b - D  e s t e r  w o o d -  

k i l l o r s  w i l l  b e  p e r m i t t e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

y e a r ,  b u t  a l l  e a t e r  f o r m u l a t i o n s  m u s t  b o  f r e e  o f  

d i o x i n s  b y  1 9 8 2  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r d e r . "

A m i n o  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  2 , b - D ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  

n o t  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  a c t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  s t u d y  

s a m p l e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e n t e r  p r o d u c t s  a r e  m o r e  

l i k e l y  to c o n t a i n  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  d i o x i n s ,  N C A P  

r o p o r t s  t h a *  t h e  a m i n e  f o r m u l a t i o n s  o f  2,/*-D a r e  

t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n l y  u n e d  in C a n a d a .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 m i l l i o n  p o u n d s  o r  2,/»-D a r e  

u s e d  a n n u a l l y  i n  C a n a d a .  It i n  t h e  m o s t  w i d e l y  

u s e d  h e r b i c i d e  t h e r e ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  a b o u t  29'Y- 

o f  t o t a l  h e r b i c i d e  u s e .

In t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  A g e n t  Oran/'/* N e w s ­

l e t t e r  ( " A u s t r a l i a n  O o v e r n m ' n t  T o  .Study V e t e r ­

a n s " ,  p a g e  9) ,  w e  r e p o r t e r !  t h a t  a b l o o d  t e s t  li-'f 

b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  w h i c h  c o u l d  d e t e c t  thr' p o s s i b i l i ­

t y  o f  b i r t h  d e f e c t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  

h a d  b o o n  e x p o s e d  to d i o x i n .

D e v e l o p e d  b y  D r .  C e r a  I d p. lli rs ch , w h o  i s  

c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  VA W a d s w o r t h  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r  

i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  t h e  t e s t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  i d e n t i f y ­

i n g  a s p e c i f i c  t y p e  o f  g e n e t i c  d a m a g e  w h i c h  

w o u l d  l e a d  t o  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  i n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  

t h e  e x p o s e d  p a r e n t .  D r .  H i r s c h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  D r s .  

R . A .  P o p p  a n d  B . S .  B r a d s h a w ,  o r i g i n a l l y  d e v e l ­

o p e d  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  p e r s o n s  e x p o s e d  to r a d i a ­

t i o n .  ( " A m i n o  A c i d  S u b s t i t u t i o n :  I t s  U s e  i n  D e ­

t e c t i o n  a n d  A n a l y s i s  o f  G e n e t i c  V a r i a n t s " ,  G e ­

n e t i c s . 92:539-547, 1979.)
M o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t  to i d e n t i f y  t h o  

s p e c i f i c  g e n e t i c  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  d i o x i n  i s  

n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d ;  a p p r o v a l  to b e g i n  c o n d u c t i n g  

t h e  H i r s c h  T e s t  1g  e x p e c t e d  f r o m  t h o - V A  f o l l o w ­

i n g  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e i r  r e v i e w .

REPORT ON CLINICAL ECOLOGY

T h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  

i n  t'heir P e s t i c i d e  N e w s l e t t e r  ( V o l u m e  3, N o .  2), 

h a G  a l i s t i n g  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o n  c l i n i c a l  e c o l o ­

g y ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  f i e l d  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

h e a l t h .  C l i n i c a l  e c o l o g y ,  e x p l a i n s  t h o  C o a l i ­

t i o n ,  i s  t h e  B t u d y  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e a c t i o n  

to e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s .  " O n e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e n G  

w o  e n c o u n t e r  o f t e n  w i t h  p e s t i c i d e :  i s  i n d i v i d u ­

a l s  w h o  h a v e  b e c o m e  o v e r e x p o s e d .  O n c e  a n  i n d i ­

v i d u a l  b e c o m e s  s e n s i t i v e  to p e s t i c i d e s ,  t h e y  cat. 

n a v e  a d v e r s e  r e a c t i o n s  f r o m  m i n u t e  d o s e s . . . . P e o ­

p l e  c a n  b e c o m e  G u s c e p t i b l “ to p e s t i c i d e s  e i t h e r  

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a  m a s s i v e  e x p o s u r e  o r  m o r e  s u s ­

t a i n e d ,  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p e a t e d  e x p o s u r e s . "

T h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  H u ­

m a n  E c o l o g y  A c t i o n  L e a g u e  ( H E A L )  i s  o n e  o f  th e  

p r i m a r y  g r o u p s  i n  t h i s  r i e l d .  H E A L  p u b l i s h e s  a 

n e w s l e t t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  H u m a n  E c o l o g i G t  w h i c h ,  a c ­

c o r d i n g  to t h e  C o a l i t i o n ,  i s  " a  w e a l t h  o f  i n f o r ­

m a t i o n  o n  c u r r e n t  m a t e r i a l  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

i n c l u d e s  a ' p e s t i c i d o  u p d a t e '  i n  e a c h  i s s u e . "  

S u D s c r i p t i o n o  to t h e  H u m a n  E c o l o g i s t  a r e  8 1 2  p e r  

y e a r .  O f  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e ,  s a y s  t h e  C o a l i t i o n . ,

1 g  T o a u e  N o .  7, F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 0  ( 8 2 . 0 0 ) ,  w h i c h  e o n  

t a i n s  " e s s e n t i a l . "  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  ".tow t h e s e  t o x­

i c  G U b r . t a n c o s  a f f e c t  n o t  o n l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  

w h o  h a v e  b o o n  h y p n r s e n s i t i z o d , b u t  e v e r y  o n e  o r  

us."
M o r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  c l i n i c a l  e c o L o g y  c a n  bi 

o b t a i n e d  f r o m  e i t h e r  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  foe  

t h o  E n v i r o n m e n t  o r  f r o m  t h e  H u m a n  E c o l o g y  A c t i o :  

L e a g u e .
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P F S T T C I  111'' f’l.MARINntlOWr.K IN TF.XAS

Tli<' T e x a s  P e s t i c i d e  H a z a r d  A s s e s s m e n t  P r o ­

g r a m  l u  s e r v i n g  ‘if: a n a t i o n a l  c l e o r l n g h o u s e  f o r  

p e s t i c i d e  I n f o r m a t i o n .  P a r t  o f  t h e  F . p i d e m i o l o g -  

i c a l  S t u d i e s  P r o g r a m  a t  T e x a s  T e c h ' s  M e d i c a l  

S c h o o l ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  f i l e B  o n  p e s ­

t i c i d e  a c c l d e n t n ,  s t u d i e s ,  r e B O u r c e s ,  b i b l i o g r a ­

p h i e s ,  e t c .

T o  r e p o r t  a s p r a y  i n c i d e n t  o r  to o b t a i n  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  o f  y o u r  c h o i c e ,  c a l l  

t h e m  a t  1 - 8 0 0 - 5 3 1 - 7 7 9 0 .  I n  T e x a s ,  c a l l  1 - 8 0 0 -  

292-766,1*.

G R O U P  S E E K S  A C C E S S  T O  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  C H E M I C A L S

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A g r a r i a n  A c t i o n  P r o j e c t  i n  

D a v i s  u r g e n t l y  n e e d s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e i r  e f­

f o r t s  to m a k e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s a f e t y  a n d  h e a l t h  

e f f e c t s  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  u s e d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  a v a i l ­

a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  A s  t h e  P r o j e c t  p o i n t s  o u t ,  

s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  v i t a l  n o t  o n l y  to t h o s e  i n  

t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  f i e l d  a n d  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

p e s t i c i d e  i s s u e ,  b u t  a l s o  to t h o u s a n d s  w h o  a r e  

e x p o s e d  d a i l y  t o  t h e s e  c h e m i c a l s .

U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p e s t i c i d e  m a n u ­

f a c t u r e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  to B U D m i t  i n f o r m a t i o n  to 

s u p p o r t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c h e m i c a l s  to t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F o o d  ft A g r i c u l t u r e .

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  s a f e t y  d a t a  a s  w e l l  a s  

s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  s h o r t - t e r m  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  h e a l t h  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l s .  R y  u n w r i t t e n  a g r e e ­

m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  b y  t h e  

c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  to t h e  C D F A  h a s  b e e n  c o n s i d ­

e r e d  " t r a d e  s e c r e t s " — e v e n  i f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  

d i d  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h a t  t h o  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  k o p t  

c o n  f i d e n t i a l .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  C D F A  r e c e n t l y  r u l e d  t h a t  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  

a f t e r  M a r c h  1, 1 9 8 0  w i l l  n e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  to 

t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A g r a r i a n  A c t i o n  P r o j ­

e c t  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  to g a i n  a c c e s s  to t h e  h o a l t h  

a n d  s a f e t y  d a t a  a n d  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s t u d i e s  

s u b m i t t e d  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e  w h i c h  a r e  s t i l l  c o n ­

s i d e r e d  t o  b e  " t r a d e  s e c r e t s " .

T n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 0 ,  t h e  P r o j o c t  r e q u e s t e d  

t h a t  th e  C D F A  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  t h o  h e a l t h  a n d  

s a f e t y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d a t a  o n  11 c o m m o n l y  u s e d  

p e s t i c i d e s .  I n  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  C D F A  r e p l i e d  t h a t  

it w o u l d  c o s t  " l n  e x c e s s  o f  S . 1 0 , 0 0 0 "  to s u p p l y  

d a t a  o n  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  p e s t i c i d e s .  A l t . o u g h  

t h e  P r o j e c t  r e q u e s t e d  a n  i t e m i z e d  b r e a k ,  o w n  o f  

t h e s e  c o s t s ,  to d u t o  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  r e c e i v e d  a n y  

r e p l y  f r o m  t h e  C D F A .

T h e  P r o j e c t  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  C D F A  b y  c h e m i c a l  

m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n c l u d e s  " p o i s o n  m a n a g e m e n t  s t u d -  

i e s " - - i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a n t i d o t e s ,  t r e a t m e n t ,  e t c .  

i n  c a n e s  o f  p e s t i c i d e  p o i s o n i n g .  In l i g h t  o f  

t h e  e s t i m a t e d  1 3 , 0 0 0  c a n e s  o f  p e s t l c i d o  p o i s o n ­

i n g  w h i c h  o c c u r  a n n u a l l y  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  s u c h  i n ­

f o r m a t i o n  w o u l d  s e e m  to b e  m o r e  u s e f u l  to d o c ­

t o r s  t h a n  to t h e  " t r a d e  s e c r e t e "  f i l e s  o f  t h e  

C D F A .

Th<* P r o j e c t  .** I i;*t r e po ri *. I.h/if " i li •• r* I it 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  u f  m a n y  w i d e l y  u s e d  

pe,:t I c;| d e n  h a v e  re-ver be, „ e v a l u a t e d .  In I 

t h e  C h F A  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A s n e n n m i  nI. T e a m ' s  r e v i e w  

o f  s t u d i e s  o n  4 4  p e s t i c i d e s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  

w e r e  2 6  w i t h o u t  t o x i c o l o g l c a l  d a t a  a n d  'a L a r g e  
m a j o r i t y '  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  e v a l u a t e d  f o r  l o n g  t e r m  

e f f e c t s .  L a s t  s u m m e r ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A u d i t o r  

G o n o r a l  f o u n d  n o  h e a l t h  d a t a  ln t h e  f i l e s  o f  2 3  

o u t  o f  2 5  p r o d u c t s  s t u d i e d . "

T h e  C a l i f o r n i a  A g r a r i a n  A c t i o n  P r o j e c t  

n e e d s  y o u r  s u p p o r t  i n  u r g i n g  th e  C D F A  to m a k e  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c .  C u r ­

r e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  i n  a n y  w a y  s p e c i f y  

t h a t  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  " t r a d e  s e ­

c r e t s " ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  C D F A  h a s  c h o s e n  t o  i n t e r ­

p r e t  i t  a s  s u c h .

T h e  P r o j e c t  a s k s  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  i n ­

d i v i d u a l s  w r i t e  t o  t h e  C D F A  a t  1 2 2 0  " N "  S t r e e t ,  

S a c r a m e n t o ,  C A  9 5 8 1 4  ( R i c h a r d  R o m i n g c r ,  D i r e c ­

t o r ) .  T h e y  h a v e  a p e t i t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  a s  w e l l ,  

a n d  t h e y  a s k  t h a t  y o u  s e n d  t h e m  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r  

l e t t e r  ( o r  a c o p y  o f  a n y  r e s o l u t i o n  y o u r  o r g a n i ­

z a t i o n  m a y  w a n t  to p a s s )  s o  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  p r e ­

s e n t  i t  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s i g n e d  p e t i t i o n s .

P l r a s e  s e n d  y o u r  l e t t e r s  o r  r e s o l u t i o n s  by 

t h e  w e e k  of . J u n e  8, 1 9 8 1 .

N E W  C O A L I T I O N  F O R M E D
I

T h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t  

r e p o r t s  t h a t  a n a t i o n a l  c o a l i t i o n  o f  h e a l t h ,  l e ­

g a l ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  h a s  

b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  " t o  s t o p  t h e  p e s t i c i d e  p o i s o n ­

i n g  o f  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n a  

to r e s i s t  R e a g a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u d g e t  c u t s  

w h i c h  t h r e a t e n  p e s t i c i d e  s a f e t y . "

T h e  n e w  g r o u p ,  c a l l e d  the  N a t i o n a l  C o a l i ­

t i o n  A g a i n s t  t h e  M i s u s e  o f  P e s t i c i d e s  ( N C A M P ) ,  

s a y s  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  1 , 8 5 0  p e s t i c i d e  i n g r e d i ­

e n t s  a n d  4 7 , 0 0 0  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o u n d s  c u r r e n t l y  o n  

t h e  m a r k e t  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a d * q u a t e l y  t e s t e d  for 

h u m n n  h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e f f e c t s .  " E x t e n ­

s i v e  p e s t i c i d e  m i s u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  U . S .  r e ­

s u l t s  i n  b i r t h  d e f o c c s ,  m i s c a r r i a g e s ,  s t e r i l i t y  

i n  m a l e s  a n d  u n t o l d  c a s e n  o f  n a u s e a ,  v o m i t i n g ,  

r a s h e s ,  h* a.i a c h e s ,  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  d a m a g e ,  o s  

w e l l  a s  s u s p e c t e d  l o n g - t e r m  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s ,  

s u c h  a s  c a n c e r .  U n s a f e  u s e  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  h a s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e  t o  c r o p s  a n d  bnrj 

a n d  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  

a n d  a i r . "  O n e  o f  N C A M P ' s  g o a l s  i s  t o  p r o m o t e  

a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  p e s t  c o n t r o l .

A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  th< 

E n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  a m e m b e r  o f  N C A M P ,  " R e a g a r  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u d g e t  c u t t e r s  a r»  m o v i n g  to abo, 

l u h  c o n s u m e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  

p r o g r a m s  i n  t h e  E P A . . . . E l i m i n a t i o n  o f  E P A ' s  

f a r m w o r k e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  L a b e l  I m p r o v e m e n t  

P r o g r a m ,  f o r e s t  u s e  c h e m i c a l  p r o j e c t ,  a n d  p r o j ­

e c t s  f o c u s i n g  o n  s p r a y  d r i f t  f r o m  a e r i a l  a p p l i ­

c a t i o n  o f  p e s t i c i d e s  a r e  p l a n n e d .  ’O n  a n  o c c u p a ­

t i o n a l  n o t e ,  U . S .  L a b o r  S e c r e t a r y  R a y  D o n o v a n  

h a s  w i t h d r a w n  a p r o p o s e d  1 R i g h t - t o - K n o - v '  s t a n ­

d a r d  w h i c n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  p r e c i s e  c h e m i c a l  i d e n ­

t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t  • w a r n i n g s  o a  c o n t a i n ­

e r s  o f  h a z a r d o u s  c h e m i c a l s  f o u n d  i n  _ } 2 8 , 0 0 0  m a n ­

u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e  m o r e  t h a n  2 0  m i l l i n '
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w o r k e r s  ,iri' • m | • I ny pi l. M r u n w l i  I I «•, Lh< F e d e r a l  

I nsecl. i c i d e ,  F u n g i c i d e  nnrt R o  Imitl cl d o  A r t  

( F I F H A ) ,  nilli 1 1 r; p r o v i s i o n s  to p r o t e c t  w o r k e r s  

a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  f r o m  p e s t i c i d e  h a z a r d s , is d u e  to 

e x p i r e  : r| l..ml«;r >(), I'd! I. *l’h »• N a t i o n a l  A g r l -  

cul tur.il C h e m i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  n s t r o n g  I n d u s t r y  

l o b b y ,  i.r; p r e d i c t i n g  t h a t  t h e  1 9 8 1  F I F H A  o v e r ­

s i g h t  h e a r i n g s  c o u l d  l o a d  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e­

w r i t e  o f  t h e  A c t  d u r i n g  t h o  n e x t  c e s s i o n  o f  C o n ­

g r e s s  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  p e s t i ­

c i d e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  r i s k s . "

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  

t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t ,  f o u n d i n g  m e m b e r s  o f  N C A M P  i n ­

c l u d e  t h e  C o n s u m e r  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  H e a l t h ,  t h e  E n ­

v i r o n m e n t a l  A c t i o n  F o u n d a t i o n ,  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  

E a r t h ,  M i g r a n t  L e g a l  A c t i o n  P r o g r a m ,  N a t i o n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  F a r m w o r k e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  N o r t h ­

e r n  T h u n d e r ,  R u r a l  L e g a l  A s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  U r b a n  

E n v i r o n m e n t a l  C o n f e r e n c e .

M E M O R A B L E  Q U O T E S  F R O M  T H E  " F I N A L  S O L U T I O N "  F I L E

A D V A N C E S  I N  F A M I L Y  P L A N N I N G

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  c h a r g e s  t h a t  2 , h - D  s p r a y i n g  

h a d  c a u s e d  a n  u n u s u a l  r a t e  o f  m i s c a r r i a g e s  i n  

t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  M t .  R a i n i e r ,  W e y e r h a e u s e r  c h e m ­

i s t  D r .  T l l o  G a u d i t z  t o l d  a l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

g r o u p  t h a t  " B a b i e s  a r e  r e p l a c e a b l e . "

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  g r o u p ,  S u c c o t a s h  A l l i a n c e ,  

w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u t  o f  1 2  p r e g ­

n a n c i e s  i n  A s h f o r d ,  W a s h i n g t o n  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  

t h e r e  w e r e  9 m i s c a r r i a g e s ,  o n e  s t i l l b o r n  a n d  o n e  

b a b y  b o r n  w i t h  a r a r e  h e a r t  d e f e c t ;  t h e  b a b y  

d i e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  b i r t h .  In t h e  p a s t  y o a r ,  

W e y e r h a e u s e r  h a d  s p r a y e d  2,f*-D o v e r  a l a r g e  a r e a  

j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  A s h f o r d  s o m e  1 5  t i m e s .

D r .  G a u d i t z  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  to t h e  g r o u p  

t h a t  w o m e n  p l a n  t h o i r  p r e g n a n c i e s  a r o u n d  t h e  

s p r a y  s c h e d u l e s .

( T h a n k s  to t h e  N a t i o n a l  V e t e r a n s '  T a s k  F o r c e  o n  

A g e n t  O r a n g e  " U p d a t e s "  f o r  t h i s  s t i m u l a t i n g  i d e a  

f r o m  W e y e r h a e u s e r . )

M E A N W H I L E

A C H E M I C A L  S A G A

P r o b a b l y  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  b i z a r r e  s t o r i e s  o n  

c h e m i c a l  p o i s o n i n g  w a s  r e p o r t e d  in t h e  M a r c h  2 1 ,  

1 9 8 1  S a c r a m e n t o  B e n .  It c o n c e r n s  a w o m a n  a n d  

h e r  y o u n g  s o n ,  a n d  b e g a n  l n  1 9 7 6  w h e n  t h e y  m o v e d  

to a h o u s e  i n  F n l l b r o o k ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  h o u s e  

w a s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  s p r a y e d  f o r  f l e a s  b y  a p r o f e s ­

s i o n a l  f u m i g a t o r ,  L l o y d ' s  P e s t  C o n t r o l  c>f V i s t a ,  

C a l i f o r n i a .  W h i l e  t h e  p e r i o d i c  s p r a y i n g s  s e e m e d  

to c a u s e  s o m e  i l l n e s s ,  it w a G  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  

l a s t  f u m i g a t i o n ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  l n  1 9 7 9 ,  w h i c h  

f o r c e d  K a y  L y o n s  a n d  h e r  s o n  to m o v e .  A c c o r d i n g  

to  t h e  B e e :

• " L y o n s  b e c a m e  G o v o r e l y  i l l ,  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  

v i s i o n  l o s s ,  w e i g h t  l o s s ,  d i z z i n e s s ,  s u i c i d a l  

t e n d e n c i e s ,  p a r a n o i a ,  c r u m b l i n g  t e e t h  a n d  s h a k ­

i n g .  A d m i t t e d  to S a n  L u i s  R e y  H o s p i t a l ,  s h e  w a s  

a G G u r e d  b y  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  n o t  c r a z y ,  

a n d  h a d ,  i n  f a c t ,  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  p o i s o n e d .

• " H e r  s e v e n  ral.s a n d  a do/', all l<ll I II.

Ft V e  c a t s  d1 e d  wjl.h In l.hr> <■ d a y s  o f  h "  f l e a  e x ­

t e r m i n a t i o n .  H e r  p u p p y  b e c a m e  c r i p p l e d  a n d  lost 

h a i r  f r o m  I t.r; b a c k . "

• H e r  s o n ,  d a m l e ,  " a  u s u a l l y  c o n g e n i a l  / o u m  

s t e r ,  b e c a m e  ili a n d  d e v e l o p e d  s u i c i d a l  a n d  h o m ­

i c i d a l  s y m p t o m s ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t.o k i l l  h i s  m o t h e r .  

I n  d e s p e r a t i o n ,  L y o n s  s e n t  h e r  s o n  to a p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l  ln ' W i s c o n s i n .  " W h i l e  t h e r e ,  h e  f e l t  f l m  

b u t  w h e n  h e  c a m e  h o m e  o n  v a c a t i o n s ,  s h e  s a i d ,  h' 

b e g a n  a c t i n g  s t r a n g e  a n d  f e l i n g  s i c k . "

• W h e n  L y o n s  a n d  h e r  s o n  f i n a l l y  m o v e d ,  s h e  

s e n t  h e r  P e r s i a n  r u g s ,  c u r t a i n s  ant! a b e d s p r e a d  

t o  h e r  p a r e n t s  i n  I l l i n o i s .  A c c o r d i n g  to L y o n s ,  

" W i t h i n  t w o  m o n t h s  m y  f a t h e r  h a d  s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  

p r o b l e m s .  H i s  h e a l t h  d e c l i n e  c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  

r e c e i v i n g  t h e  t h i n g s  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  P r e v i o u s l y  a 

h e a l t h y  m a n ,  h o  s u f f e r e d  f r o m  d i a b e t e s ,  s e v e r e  

a r t h r i t i s ,  s c i a t i c  n e r v e s ,  a n d  s h i n g l e s . "

• A  f r i e n d  o f  L y o n s ,  W e s  B u i s t ,  w h o  w a s  d e ­

s c r i b e d  a s  " a  r o b u s t  s u r f e r . . . . m o v e d  i n  t o  s o l v t  

t h e  m y s t e r y .  B u i s t  s a i d  h e  b e c a m e  s o  m e n t a l l y  

d i s o r i e n t e d  t h a t  h i s  a u t o  u p h o l s t e r y  b u s i n e s s  

t o o k  a  t u r n  f o r  t h e  w o r s e  b e c a u s e  t a s k s  t h a t  

p r e v i o u s l y  t o o k  a  f e w  h o u r s  w e r e  t a k i n g  h i m  d a y r  

t o  f i n i s h . "

• S o m e  o f  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  p o s s e s s i o n s  w e r e  lef t 

w i t h  a n o t h e r  f r i e n d .  " H o  s o o n  h a d  s w o l l e n  o y o G  

t h a t  w e r e  b l a c k  i n  t h e  c o r n e r s ,  a n d  c o m p l a i n e d  

o f  f e e l i n g  d i z z y  a n d  w e a k  a n d  w e a v i n g ,  a r o u n d .

• " A  f r i e n d  r e c e i v e d  h o u s e  p l a n t s  f r o m  t h e  

F a l l b r o o k  h o u s e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  

u n a c c o u n t a b l y  f e l l  f r o m  1 5 0  p o u n d s  to 7 6 ,  a n d  

b e g a n  l o s i n g  h e r  t e e t h .

• " P r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e a n e r s ,  s e n t  to c l e a n  u p  

t h e  h o u s e ,  f e l l  i l l  a n d  b i ’l-ri L y o n o  f o r  t h e i r  

m e d i c a l  b i l l s . "

K a y  L y o n s  w a s  a b l e  to f i n d  a s p e c i a l i s t  in 

c h e m i c a l  i n t o x i c a t i o n ,  D r .  F r a n c e s  K n o c k ,  a s u r ­

g e o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r  i n  o r g a n i c  c h e m i c a l s  at A u -  

p j u st an  H o s p i t a l  i n  C h i c a g o .  A c c o r d i n g  to Dr. 

K n o c k ,  w h o  w a s  i n t e r v i e w e d  b y  t h r  B e e ,  L y o n s  h a d  

" a  t o x i c  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n c e s  w e ' r e  n o t  

v e r y  f o n d  o f . "  H r  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  " a  l o t  o f  c h r m -  

i G t s  a r e  s o  f r i g h t e n e d  t h a t  ( t o x i n s )  w i l l  s t a y  

f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  a n d  c a n ' t  d o  c l e a n e d  u p  u n l e s s  a 

v e r y ,  v e r y  p o t e n t  s o l v e n t  L s  u s e d . "

L y o n s  w a s  a l s o  t r e a t e d  b y  D r .  G r a n v i l l e  

K n i g h t ,  o f  P o w a y ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a r e n o w n e d  s p e ­

c i a l i s t  i n  a l l e r g i e s  a n d  p e s t i c i d e  p o i s o n i n g .  

K n i g h t  s a i d  t h a t  h o  d i d n ' t  " k n o w  y e t  w h a t  w a s  

U G e d ,  b u t  w h a t e v e r  i t  w a s ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  t h e r e . "

H o  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  " c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  d o n ' t  

s t r e s s  it, b u t  i t  ( c h e m i c a l  p o i s o n i n g )  i s  m o r e  

w i d e s p r e a d  t h a n  m o s t  p e o p l e  I m a g i n e .  M o s t  p h y -  

G i c i o n s  a r e  n o t  a c c u s t o m e d  to i t s  s u b t l e  e f f e c t s  

t h a t  o f t e n  s e e m  l i k e  f l u  o r  v i r u s  s y m p t o m s . "

D r .  K n i g h t  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  f o r  a " c h e m i c a l  to 

l a s t  t h a t  l o n g  i s  v e r y  u n u s u a l , "  h o w e v e r ,  " s o m e  

p e o p l e  a r e  v e r y  s u s c e p t i b l e ;  it v a r i e s .  U s u a l l y  

t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  l n  c o u r t  

i s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n  i s ' S u f f e r i n g  f r o m  p s y c h o n o i ^ -  

r o s l s . "

L y o n s ,  m e a n w h i l e ,  h a s  f i l e d  s u i t  a g a i n s t  

L l o y d ' g  P e s t  C o n t r o l ,  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  n r. K n o c k ' s  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  s e a  a i r  f o r  d e t o x i f i c a t i o n ,  

t h e y  a r e  n o w  l i v i n g  o n  a b o a t .

8



P U B L I C A T I O N S / I T E M S  F O R  SAT,E

F R O M  T H E  A G E N T  O R A N G E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R

• A g e n t  O r a n g e  N e w s l e t t e r  - 8 1 5 . 0 0  p e r  y e a r  

P u b l i s h e d  e v e r y  t e n  w e e k s  

B a c k  i s s u e s  - 8 1 . 0 0  e a c h  

• " C h l o r a c n e "  -  8 1 . 0 0  e a c h

C l i n i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  

d i s e a s e  a n d  c h e m i c a l  c a u s e s ;  i n c l u d e s  

g l o s s a r y  a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h y  

• " A n n o t a t e d  B i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  2 , 4 - D "  - 8 5 . 0 0  

1 4  p a g e s ;  p r i c e  i n c l u d e s  " P e r i o d i c  

U p d a t e "

• B u m p e r  S t i c k e r  - " D o w  S h a l t  N o t  K i l l "

L e t t e r e d  i n  p s e u d o - c l a s s i c  B i b l i c a l  

s t y l e .  S t i c k  'e m  o n  y o u r  c a r ,  y o u r  

f r o n t  d o o r ,  o r  y o u r  l o c a l  D o w  p l a n t !

8 1 . 0 0  f o r  o n e

7 5 «  e a c h  f o r  q u a n t i t i e s  o v e r  o n e

F R O M  F R I E N D S

• N C A P  N e w s  - P u b l i s h e d  q u a r t e r l y ;  a n  i n v a l u ­

a b l e  t o o l  f o r  a n y o n e  i n v o l v e d  l n  t h e  

h e r b i c i d e  i s s u e .

N C A P  N e w s  

r . O .  B o x  3 7 5  

E u g e n e ,  O R  9 7 4 4 0  

8 8 / o n e  y e a r  i n d i v i d u a l ;  8 1 5 / t w o  y e a r  

I n d i v i d u a l ;  8 1 5 / o n e  y e a r  I n s t i t u t i o n a l ;  

8 1 0 . 5 0 / o n o  y e a r  f o r e i g n

• P o s t i c i d e  N e w s l e t t e r  - P u b l i s h e d  q u a r t e r l y ;  

a l s o  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  t o o l  f o r  a n y o n e  i n ­

v o l v e d  i n  t h e  h e r b i c i d e  i o s u o .  A l s o  

f r e e ,  b u t  i f  y o u  c a n  a f f o r d  a d o n a t i o n  

to k e e p  i t  g o i n g ,  p l e a s e  d o  s o — t h i s  

e x c e l l e n t  g r o u p  i n  c u r r e n t l y  b r o k e  a n d  

n e e d s  m o n e y  to k e e p  t h e i r  w o r k  g o i n g .  

S o u t h e r n  C o a l i t i o n  

f o r  t h o  E n v i r o n m e n t  

P . O .  B o x  3 0 2 1  

H a m m o n d ,  L o u i s i a n a  7 0 4 0 4

• T - S h i r t s  - " L o v e  C a n a l :  A n o t h o r  P r o d u c t  

f r o m  H o o k e r  C h e m i c a l "

L u e l l a  K e n n y

c / o  L o v e  C a n a l  H o m e o w n e r s  A s s n .  

8 5 6 1  K r u l l  P a r k w a y  

N i a g a r a  F a l l s ,  N . Y .  1 4 3 0 4

8 6 . 0 0  e a c h ;  p l e a s e  s p e c i f y  s m a l l ,  

m e d i u m ,  o r  l a r g o
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P u b l l n h o r •

A g e n t  O r a n g e  I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t e r  

944 M a r k e t  S t r e e t ,  B o o m  500 

S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C A  9 4 1 0 ?

(1*15) 3 9 1 - 6 9 8 4

V A  U P D A T E S  

N E W  P R O C E D U R E S  FO R  A G E N T  O R A N G E  E X A M S

O n  J a n u a r y  15, 1 9 0 1 ,  V A  C e n t r a l  O f f i c e  i 3 a u e d  n e w  

g u i d e l i n e s  t o  al l  V A  h o s p i t a l s ,  o u t p a t i e n t  c l i n i c s  a n d  

r e g i o n a l  o f f i c e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to A g e n t  O r a n g e  e x a m i n a­

tions a n d  f o l l o w - u p  p r o c e d u r e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to C i r c u l a r

1 0 - 8 1 - 1 2 ,  " E a c h  v e t e r a n  e x a m i n e d  w i l l  be a d v i s e d  p e r ­

so n a l l y  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  the  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  

( i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  f i n d i n g s )  by t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p h y s i c i a n "  o r  b y  " a  d e s i g n a t e d  p h y s i c i a n  

f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the A g e n t  O r a n g e  p r o g r a m . "  T h e  c i r c u l a r  

a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w  is t o  b e  d o c­

um e n t e d  in t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  m e d i c a l  r ecor ds.

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f o l l o w - u p ,  a  l e t t e r  is to h e  s e n t  

to e a c h  v e t e r a n  " e x p l a i n i n g  the  r e n u l t a  o f  t h e  e x a m i­

nat i o n  an d  a s s o c i a t e d  l a b o r a t o r y  t e s t a . "  A c o p y  c f  

the l e t t e r  in to b e  p l a c e d  in t h e  v e t e r a n ' s  a d m i n i a -  

i r a t l v e  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s .  W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f o l l o w - u p  e x­

am i n a t i o n s ,  t h e  c i r c u l a r  s t a t e s  t hat  " w h e r e  m e d i c a l l y  

tr H e a t e d ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i l l  be m a d e  for the  s c h e d­

ulin g o f  a f o M o w - u p  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  l a b o­

rato r y  ‘ea t s . "

It is n ot c l e a r  w h e t L ^ r  t h e o o  g u i d e l i n e s  p e r t a i n  

o n l y  to v e t e r a n s  e x a m i n e d  a f t e r  .<anuary 15, 1901. In 

uie e v e n t  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n ot  apply to v e t e r a n s  e x a m i n e d  

b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  15, 19 8 1 ,  w e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a n y  ve t  s h e  

d id not  r e c e i v e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  o." the r e s u l t s  o f  h l n /  

her e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  an a p p o i n t m e n t  for m e d i c a l  f o l l o w -  

u p  go b a c k  to t h e  V/l for a n o t h e r  exnm. M a k e  s u r e  an 

n c c u r n t c  r e c o r d  o f  w h a t  t h e  d o c t o r  to ld y o u  ha.: b e e n  

en t e r e d  In y o u r  m e d i c a l  file. ( W r i t e  d o w n  w h a t  th e  

d o c t o r  telift y o u  a n d  m a k e  s ure  th e  d o c t o r  a g r e e s  w i t h  

w hat y o u ' v e  w r i t t e n  d o w n  b e f o r e  y o u  c h e c k  it a g a i n s t  

the e n t r y  in y o u r  rec o r d s .  If t h e r e  is an y  c o n t r a­

di c t i o n  b e t w e e n  w h a t  the d o c t o r  t o l d  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  

and w h a t  wa s  w r i t t e n  in y o u r  file, c o n t a c t  t h e  n e a r e s t  

v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  y o u  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l . )  

If the d o c t o r  feels that an a p p o i n t m e n t  for a futu r e  

e x a m  o r  l ab w o r k  is not " m e d i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e d "  f ind o u t  

w h y  a n d  m o k e  n u r e  t hat in put in y o u r  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  

an well.

W h e t h e r  o r  not y o u  ar e  s c h e d u l e d  fo r  a  f u t u r e  e x­

am w i t h  th e  VA, o r  v h e t h e r  y o u  g o  to t h e  VA a t  all, we 

B t r o n g l y  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  a n y  v e t e r a n  w h o  wa s  in V ie t 

N a m  g e t  a t h o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n  e v e r y  s i x  m o n t h s .

L E G A L  U P D A T E S

C L A S S  A C T I O N  S U I T  A G A I N S T  T H E  U.S.

On  J a n u a r y  6, 3 9 0 1 ,  a c l a n s  a c t i o n  s uit  w a s  fil ed 

in U.S. D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  o f  Los A n g e l e s  b y  a t t o r n e y s  

V i c t o r  J o h n  Y a n n a c o n e ,  o f  Y a n n a c o n e  A A s s o c i a t e s ,  and 

A l v i n  F. G r e e n w o l d  a n d  D o r o t h y  T h o m p s o n ,  o f  G r e e n v a l d  

a n d  G r e e n v a l d  on b e h a l f  o f  v e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r  fa m i l i e s  

a f f e c t e d  by h e r b i c i d e s  in V i e t  Nam. C h a r g i n g  t ha t the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  v i o l a t e d  the  r i g h t s  o f  v e t e r a n s  in its 

h e r b i c i d e  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  s uit  n a m e s  v a r i o u s  f e d er al 

a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  o r  D e f e n a e ,  A ir  

Fo r c e ,  Army, Navy, M a r i n e  C o r p s ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i­

cul t u r e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e alt h, 

E d u c a t i o n  ft W e l f a r e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t he  I n t e r i o r ,  an d  

th e  VA. A m o n g  o t h e r  c h a r g e s ,  t h e  suit a l l e g e s  that 

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e n  (an d its v a r i o u s  a g e n c i e s ) :

• K n e w  t h a t  th e  h e r b i c i d e s  u s e d  ln ViJ . N a m  wer e 

(and st i l l  a r e )  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w i t h  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  di -  

b e n z o - p - d i o x i n s  ( P CDD 'a)  a n d  p o l y c h l o r i n a t e d  d i b e n z o -  

fu rans  ( PC DF' s),  and that t h e s e  c o n t a m i n a n t s  w e r e  " i n­

h e r e n t l y  d a n g e r o u s "  an d  " c o u l d  c a u n e  h u m a n  i n j u r y . "

• P r o h i b i t e d  t h e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p n n i e s  " f r o m  p l a c i n g  

a n y  w a r n i n g  o r  i n s t r u c t i o n a  p e r t a i n i n g  to h a n d l i n g ,  

s h i p p i n g ,  s t o r i n g  o r  u s e  o n  the d r u m s  c o n t a i n i n g  Age nt 

O r a n g e . "

•Was " r e s p o n s i b l e  for i m p r o p e r l y ,  i n a d e q u a t e l y  and 

n e g l i g e n t l y  u s i n g  th e  A g e n t  O r a n g e  in e x c e s s i v e  q u a n­

tit i e s  end c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  p r o p e r  s a f e g u a r d s  

and w a r n i n g s ,  an d  w i t h o u t  du e  c a r e  to a v o i d  o r  m i n i­

mi z e  e x p o s u r e  t o  h u m a n s . "  v

• W a n  " r e s p o n s i b l e  for w . i t o n l y  and  r e c k l e s s l y  

f a i l i n g  to a d e q u a t e l y  and p r o p e r l y  t est  the A g e n t  O r ­

ange  s p e c i f i e d  in its c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t h e  w a r  c o n t r a c­

tors . "

P r o j e c t  o f  R e g i o n a l  Y o u n g  A d u l t  P r o j e c t  
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• K a li n)  " t o  g i v e  n o t i c e  to P l a i n t i f f s  o n  a n y  in- 

• f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  e x p o s u r e ,  c o n t n m i n a t i o n ,  s u s p e c t­

ed and  k n o w n  e f f e c t s  o f  h e r b i c i d e s  o n  h u m a n s ,  a n d  

f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  c a r e ,  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  c o m p e n s a t i o n  to 

P l a i n t i f f s . "

• V i o l a t e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t B  o f  v e t e r a n s  

a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  " b y  f a i l i n g  to p r o v i d e  g e n e r a l  p r o­

t e c t i o n s  f or m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m e d  s e r v i c e s  a nd  

v e t e r a n s ,  as e m b o d i e d  in v a r i o u s  f e d e r a l  a n d  s t a t e  

s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

C o n t i n e n t a l  A r m y  in 1 7 7 6 . "

In th e  s p e c i f i c  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  VA, t h e  suit 

s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y  k n e w  o r  s h o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n  o f  

" t h e  r e p o r t e d  t o x i c i t y  a nd s u s p e c t e d  d a m a g e s  o f  T C D D , "  

a n d  a l l e g e s  t h a t  t h e  VA:

• " C o n s p i r e d  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  f a l s e  a n d  m i s l e a d i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  P l a i n t i f f  v e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i­

li e s  a n d  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n  V i e t n a m  

c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s "  in o r d e r  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e m  " n o t  t o  a s­

se r t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  a n d  p u r s u e  t h e i r  l e g a l  r e m e d i e s "  a n d  

i n s t e a d ,  ha s  " a c t i v e l y  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h e  P l a i n t i f f  v e t­

er a n s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s "  f r o m  f i l i n g  c l a i m s  f o r  V A  

b e n e f i t s  a n d  f i l i n g  c l a i m s  u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  T o r t  

C l a i m s  Act.

• F a i l e d  o r  r e f u s e d  " to  c o m p l y  w i t h  s t a t u t o r y  m a n­

da t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  c u r e  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  for  v e t e r­

ans ."

• F a i l e d  o r  r e f u s e J  "to p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e  c o n n e c t e d  

d i s a b i l i t y  p e n o i o n s  ' o r  v e t e r a n s  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  

i l l n e s s  o r  d i s e a s e  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  s e r v i c e . "

• F a i l e d  o r  r e f u s e d  "to  a d e q u a t e l y  s t a f f  a n d  p r o p­

e r l y  m a i n t a i n  its m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e  P l a i n t i f f s  

se k c a r e  an d  t r e a t m e n t . "

• " C o n s p i r e d  to o v e r m e d i c a t e  V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  v e t e r­

an s w i t h  p s y c h o t r o p i c  d r u g s ;  i g n o r e  s y m p t o m s  o f  s e r i­

ous , p e r m a n e n t ,  a n d  i r r e p a r a b l e  d a m a g e  t o  th e  b r a i n ,  

c e n t r a l  a n d  p e r i p h e r a l  n e r v o u a  s y s t e m ;  i g n o r e  c l e a r l y  

d i s c e r n i b l e  s y m p t o m s  o f  b u r g e o n i n g  n e o p l a s t i c  d i s­

ea s e s ;  a n d  a c t i v e l y  n e g l e c t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s i g n i f i­

ca n t  g e n e t i c  d a m a g e . "

T h e  l a w s u i t  a n k n  th e  C o u r t  t o  r u l e  t hat  th e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  (a nd its a g e n c i e s )  be:

• S t o p p e d  r r o m  u o l n g  th e  s t a t u t e  -Limitations as  

a b a r  t o  a n y  c l a i m s  o f  the v e t e r a n s  n nd  t h e i r  f a m i­

lies.

• S t o p p e d  f r o m  l i m i t i n g  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  o f  

v e t e r a n s  e x p o s e d  to h e r b i c i d e s  " t o  c u r s o r y  p h y s i c a l  

e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  Minimal b l o o d  w o r k  a n d  u r i n a l y s i n ,  and 

c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a p r e f a b r i c a t e d  h i s t o r y  d e a l i n g  r i t h  

’e x p o s u r e 1 t o  h e r b i c i d e s  in V i e t n a m . "

• F o r c e d  " t o  c o n d u c t  c o m p l e t e  d e r m n t o l o g i c u l  e x a m i­

n a t i o n s ,  b l o o d  c h e m i s t r y  a n a l y s i s ,  c h e m i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

o f  u r i n e ,  a n d  s u c h  o t h e r  t e s t s  as a r e  m e d i c a l l y  a p p r o­

p r i a t e . "

• S t o p p e d  " f r o m  d i s p o n i n g  o f  a n y  m e d i c a l  r e c o r d s  o r  

s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  o r  d a t a  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t he  h e a l t h  

o f  V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s . "

• D a r r e d  " f r o m  a n y  f u r t h e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a c e r­

tai n  d o c u m e n t  e n t i t l e d  ' W o r r i e d  A b o u t  A g e n t  O r a n g e ? '  

a n d  th e  u s e  o f  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  V n n g u a r d . fo r  f u r t h e r  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  m i s l e a d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n "  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  

e f f e c t s  o f  c h e m i c a l s  s uch  as TCD D.

T h e  s ui t f u r t h e r  a sk s tha t t h e  C o u r t  d e c l a r e  

" t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  p s y c h o t r o p i c  d r u g s  

w i t h o u t  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  an d  w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  m o n i t o r i n g  

o f  the e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  s u c h  d r u g s  is 

a v i o l a t i o n  th e  f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f  t h e

P l a i n t i f f  v e t e r a n s  n n d  c o n s t i t u t e s  a f o r m  o f  'cruel 

a n d  u n u s u a l  p u n i s h m e n t '  p r o h i b i t e d  by the E i g h t h  

A m e n d m e n t  o f  t h e  U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n . "  T h e  suit asks 

t h a t  t h e  VA be:

• P r o h i b i t e d  " f r o m  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p r e s c r i b e  p s y c h o­

tr o p i c  d r u g s  to V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s  u n l e s s  an d  u n­

til  t h e  v e t e r a n s  h a s  b e e n  f u l l y  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  e f­

fe ct s  o f  suc h d r u g s ,  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for a l t e r n a­

ti v e  f o r m s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to the 

v e t e r a n  a n d  hi s  f a m i l y . "

• P r o h i b i t e d  f ro m p r e s c r i b i n g  " p s y c h o t r o p i c  dr u g s  

t o  V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  r e t e r a n a  u n l e s s  and  u n t i l  a d e q u a t e  

p h y s i o l o g i c a l  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  the  l e v e l  a n d  e f f e c t s  o f  

s u c h  d r u g s  ha s  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d . "

• P r o h i b i t e d  " f r o m  c o n d u c t i n g  a n y  f o r m  o f  ' o per ant  

c o n d i t i o n i n g *  t h e r a p y  o n  a n y  V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n  

w i t h o u t  t h e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n  a n d  hia 

f a m i l y ,  b a a e d  o n  a f u l l  a n d  c o m p l e t e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  th e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  its e f f e c t s ,  a n d  t h e  a l­

t e r n a t i v e  t h e r a p e u t i c  m o d a l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e . "

• P r o h i b i t e d  " f r o m  c o n d u c t i n g  a n y  f o r m  o f  m e d i c a l  

e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  u p o n  V i e t n a m  c o m b a t  v e t e r a n s  w i t h o u t  

t h e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  v e t e r a n  an d  h i s  f a m il y, 

b a s e d  u p o n  a f u l l  a n d  c o m p l e t e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  n a­

t u r e  o f  th e  e x p e r i m e n t ,  its p u r p o s e ,  a n d  its e f f e c t  

u p o n  t h e  v e t e r a n . "

F I L I N G  U N D E R  T H E  F E D E R A L  T O R T S  C L A I M S  A C T

In t h e  N o v e m b e r  27, 1 9 8 0  i s s u e  o f  S t a r s  a n d  

S t r i p e s , a t t o r n e y  V i c t o r  Y a n n a c o n e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  v e t­

er a n s  i n j u r e d  by A g e n t  O r a n g e  s h o u l d  f i l e  a f o r m  A-9 5 

b y  J a n u a r y  8, 1981. T h i s  m e m o  in w r i t t e n  in r e s p o n s e  

t o  t ho m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  that t hio  s u g g e s t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  

f r o m  v e t e r a n s  a r o u n d  the  c o u n t r y .

1. W h a t  is th e  f o m  A - 9 5 ?

In o r d e r  to su e  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  

t h e  F e d e r a l  T o r t s  C l a i m s  A ct , a p e r s o n  m u s t  f i l e  a 

f o r m  A - 9 5  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o r  A g e n c y  h e / B h e  thi n k s  

c a u s e d  h i m / h e r  th e  p e r s o n a l  injur y. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

h a s  s a i d  tha t a p e r s o n  d o e s  not h a v e  to file a n  o f f i­

cia l  A - 9 5  form. Y o u  ca n  t a k e  a n y  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  nn d  

m a r k  It " A - 9 5  Fom ." o n  th e  top.

2. W h o  s h o u l d  file a f or m A - 9 5 ?

A n y  p e r s o n  w h o  i n t e n d s  t o  sue a f e d e r a l  ag en c y  

u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  T o r t s  C l a i m s  A c t  b e c a u s e  o f  a p er­

so n a l  I n j u r y  c a u s e d  by that  a g enc y.

3. W h i c h  v e t e r a n n  e x p o s e d  t o  A g e n t  O r a n g -  sho u l d  

f il e a  f or m A - 9 5 ?

V e t e r a n n  w h o  h s v e  a n  i n j u r y  t hnt  t h e y  b e l i e v e  

w a n  c a u s e d  b y  Ag e n t  O r a n g e  a n d  w h o  w a n t  to su e  the 

f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  You r o u l d  b e  i n jur ed ln at least 

tv o  w a y s :  (1) i n j u r y  d u e  t o  e x p o s u r e  t o  A g e n t  O r an ge;

(2) i n j u r y  d u e  to V A  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  y o u r  inj ury .

4. Can  w i v e s  o r  c h i l d r e n  fil e?

Yes. If e i t h e r  a w i f e  o r  c h i l d  was i n j u r e d  

d u e  to the  h u s t i n d ' s  e x o o o u r e  t o  A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  they' 

c a n  f i l e  a claim.

5. I h a v e  no i n j u r i e s  now, b u t  f e a r  I m a y  get 

s u c h  l a t e  . Do I h a v e  to file n o w ?

N o . Y o u  h a v e  to f ile  t w o  y e a r a  a f t e r  t h e  i n­

jury.
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f t . D o e s n ' t  m y  p n r t l c l p u t l o n  In the llawnuit 

a g a i n s t  t h e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  m e a n  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  

f i l e  t he fo rm A - 9 5 ?

No. Y o u  m u s t  file a n  A - 9 5  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  

a c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .

7. W h e r e  d o  I g e t  a  f o r m  A - 9 5 ?

A t  the  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  V A  H o s p i t a l ,  o r  U.S. A t­

t o r n e y ' s  O f f i c e .

8. W h e r e  d o  I f i l e  the  f o r m  A - 9 5 ?

W i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  N a v y  at t h e  P e n t a g o n  

if y o u  w a n t  to s u e  a n y  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  o r  w i t h  

th e  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  o f  the V A  is y o u  w a n t  t o  s u e  the 

VA. If t i m e  I3 r u n n i n g  o ut,  y o u  c a n  f i l e  at a  l o c « l  

N a v y  o r  V A  o f f i c e .

9. W h e n  do I h a v e  to f i l e ?

Y o u  h a v e  t o  f i l e  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  o. t h e  i n j u­

ry. In t h e  c a s e  o f  A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  t h e  i n j u r y  la l i k e l y  

to h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  l o n g  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e .  Y o u  h a v e  t o  

file w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  y o u  k n o w  t h e  c a u s e  o f  y o u r  

injury.

10. S i n c e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  m y  i n j u r y  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  

f u l l y  p r o v e n ,  w h e n  d o  I h a v e  t o  fil e?

If  y o u  B u e  t h e  g o v e m m e n v ,  it w i l l  a l m o s t  a l­

ways  a r g u e  t h a t  y o u r  s u i t  is t o o  l a t e .  It w i l l  a r g u e  

t h a t  y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  f i l e d  w i t h i n  t w o  y e a r s  o f  you r1 

b e l i e f  t h a t  A g e n t  0 r * < g e  c a u o e d  y o u r  inj ury .

11. H o w  c a n  che g o v e r n m e n t  p r o v e  'fhen I t h o u g h t  u y  

i n j u r y  w a s  c a u s e d  b y  A g e n t  O r a n g e ?

T h e y  w o u l d  p o i n t  t o  y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  o r  a c t i o n s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l a m s  f i l e d  a t  t h e  V A  o r  i f  y o u  a r e  a 

p l a i n t i f f  in 0. l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s .1
12. W h e r e  d i d  t h e  J a n u a r y  8, 1 9 8 1  jate c o m e  from ?

It is t w o  y e a i s  a f t e r  the f i l i n g  o f  t h e  l a w­

sui t b y  v e t e r a n s  a g n i n B t  c h e m i c a l  c o m p a n i e s .  T h e  g o v­

e r n m e n t  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  in c o u r t  t h a t  o n  t h a t  d a t e  al l  

v e t e r a n s  k n e w  o f  the c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  i n j u r i e s .

13. I f  I o n l y  w a n t  to m a k e  a  c l a i m  a g a i n s t  t h e  VA 

for m a l p r a c t i c e ,  am I b a r r e d  b y  t h e  J a n u a r y  8 d a t e ?

No. Y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  f ile w i t h i n  t wo y e a r s  

o f  the k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  m a l p r a c t i c e .

ill. D o  I l a v e  t o  f i l e  b y  J a n u a r y  8, 1 9 0 1 ?

If y o u  h a v e  a n y  i n j u r y  a n d  d i d n ’t file, th e  

g o v e r n m e n t  m a y  a r g u e  t ha t y o u ' r e  t o o  late. Y o u  h a v e  

a s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t  In r e s p o n s e . Y o u  can a r g u e  t h a t  y o u  

c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  k n o w  t h e  c a o 3 e  o f  y o u r  i n j u r y  f or  sur e 

b e c a u s e  t h e  government, snyn t h a t  A g e n t  O r a n g e  h a s  not 

b ee n p i o v e d  to c a u u c  i n j u r i e s .

15. I f  I h a v e  a n y  i n j u r y  an d  d i d n ' t  f i l e  a n d  a r g u e  

.id y o u  d e s c r i b e  a b o v e  a g a i n s t  the g o v e r n m e n t ,  w i l l  I 

w in ?

T h i s  ia not  c e r t a i n .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  y o u  h a v e  is 

str on g,  b u t  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  w o u l d  be t o  file.

16. I f  I fil e, w h n t  e l s e  d o  I do?

Y o u  hav<* to f i l e  y o u r  c a s e  in c o u r t  s i x  m o n t h s  

a f t e r  y o u r  A- 95  ia d e n i e d ,  w h i c h  is a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  to 

be t he c a s e .  T h i s  m e a n s  g e t t i n g  a l a w ) n r ,  etc.

—    ------------------
17. A r e  t h e r e  a n y  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  f i l i n g ?

P r o v i n g  y o u r  c a s e  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t  s i n c e  the

s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a  to t i e  A g e n t  O r a n g e  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s­

ea s e s  is s t i l l  in t he  e a r l y  s t a g e s .

18. Is n ' t  3 u i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d i f f i c u l t ?

I t ' s  a l w a y s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  s u i n g  ti>e A r m e d

s e r v i c e s  is e s p e c i a l l y  hard.  T h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  h e l d  

t h a t  s e r v i c e n e m b e r s  c a n n o t  s u e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  for i n j u­

ry o c c u r r i n g  w h i l e  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  u n d e r  th e  F e d e r a l  

T o r t s  C l a i m s  A c t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  v e t e r a n s  c a n  ge t  c o m p e n­

s a t e d  at t h e  VA. T h i s  l e g a l  b a r r i e r  f a c e d  b y  v e t e r a n r  

w h o  s e e k  t o  s u e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  ia c a l l e d  t h e  F e r e s  d o c­

trin e .

19. W h n t  p r o b l e m s  d o  I f a c e  i f  I f il e m y  A - 9 5 ?

(a) Y o u  m u s t  g e t  a  l a w y e r  t o  t e k e  y o u r  c a s e  t o  

c o u r t  w i t h i n  sir. m i n t h B  o f  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  y o u r  f o r m  A -  

9 5  c l a i m ;

(b) Y o u r  c a s e  in c o u  m u s t  o v e r c o m e  t h e  Feres  

d o c t r i n e ;  an d

(e) Y o u  m u s t  p r o v e  t h a t  y o u r  i n j u r y  w a s  cau s e d  

b y  e x p o s u r e  to A g e n t  O r a n g e  ( th e d i f f i c u l t y  o f  p r o v i n g  

t h i s  in co u r t ,  b a s e d  o n  c u r r e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a­

ti o n ,  m u s t  be o v e r c o m e ) .

20. I f  I f i l e  m y  A - 9 5  n o w ,  a n d  t h e n  t a k e  m y  c a s e  

t o  c o u r t  an d  l O B e ,  c a n  I g o  b a c k  t o  c o u r t  l a t e r  if 

b e t t e r  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f  c o m e s  o u t ?

T h e  c o u r t s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  n o t  a l l o w  y o u  t o  take 

t h o  s o m e  c a s e  t o  c o u r t  a g a i n  a f t e r  y o u ' v e  l o s t  onc e. 

U n d e r  t h e  u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  m i g h t  be 

m a d e , ' b u t  y o u  c o u l d  h a r d l y  c o u n t  o n  it.

21. I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  get i n t o  p r o b l e m s  b y  l e t t i n g  

t'.me g o  b y  w i t h o u t  f i l i n g  t h e  A - 9 5 ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  w an t 

tc. h a v e  t o  get a  lawyer- a n d  t r y  to p r o v e  in c o u r t  that 

A g e n t  O r a n g e  c a u s e d  m y  i n j u r i e s .  A n y  i d e a s ?

T h i s  is t h e  p r o b l e m  m a n y  v e t e r a n s  fac e. You 

a r e  t r u l y  b e t w e e n  a r o c k  a n d  a  h a r d  pl ace.  O n e  idea 

v o u l d  b e  to w r i t e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  is y o u r  A-95:

"I am f i l i n g  t h i s  u n d e r  p r o t e s t .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  tel ls 

m e  the  s t a t u t e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n s  w i l l  p r e v e n t  m e  fro m 

f i l i n g  la t e r .  At th e  s o n e  t i m e ,  t h e  gt fe r n m e n t  says 

t h a t  a d e q u a t e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f  i3 n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  I am 

f i l i n g  to p r e v e n t  t i m e  f rom  r u n n i n g  out , b u t  I b e l i e v e  

I a m  e n t i t l e d  n ot to h a v e  to l i t i g a v e  m y  c a s e  un t i l  

t h r  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  o n  A g e n t  

0\ a n g e ."

R e p r i n t e d  w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  N a t i o n a l  V e t e r a n s  

L a w  C e n t e r .

P O S S I B L E  S E T T L E M E N T  W T T H  H O O K E R  C H E M I C A L

On J a n u a r y  19, 108 1, a t e n t a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  wan 

f i l e d  ln U.S. D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  ln B u f f a l o ,  N e w  Y o r k  

w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  H o o k e r  C h e m i c a l  on d  P l a s t i c s  C o m­

p a n y  to c l e a n  u p  o n e  o f  four c h e m i c a l  d u m p  s i t e s  in 

N i a g a r a  Falls. U n d e r  th e  a g r e e m e n t ,  It w i l l  c o s t  

H o o k e r  a n  e s t i m a t e d  $1 5  m i l l i o n  t o  c l e a n  u p  a n d  m o n i­

t o r  the B l o o d y  Ru n  site, l o c a t e d  in the H y d e  P a r k  1 

n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f  N i a g a r a  F a l l s ,  w h i c h  wa3  u s e d  b y  

H o o k e r  f r o m  1 9 5 3  to 1 9 7 1* to d u m p  8 0 ,000. t o n 3 o f  c h e m­

ica l  w a s t e s .  ( A c c o  n g  to N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  

80Jl o f  t h e s e  c h e m i c a l s  ar e  t o x i c . )  Ti e  s e t t l e m e n t  

w i l l  n et b e c o m e  final  u n t i l  it is a p p r o v e d  b y  U.S. 

D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  J o h n  T. C u r t i n ,  an d  it is e x p e c t­

ed  t h a t  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t ,  to b e  a c c e p t e d  f o r  30 d a y s ,  

w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  o n  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .
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Th<> n g r e e m e n L  vnn r e a c h e d  a f t e r  ton m o n t h s  o f  nc -  

‘g o t i n t l o n s  w i t h  fe d o r a ] ,  n t n t e  nn d  l o c a l  n g e n c l o s  

w h i c h  fi le d c l a i m s  t o t a l i n g  m o r e  than $ 3 0 0  m i l l i o n  

a g a i n s t  th e  cheraicaL c o m p a n y .  S i m i l a r  s u i t s  a r e  s t i l l  

p e n d i n g  a g a i n s t  H o o k e r  i n v o l v i n g  th r e e  o t h e r  d u m p  

s i t e s  it. N i a g a r a  Fa l l s ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  is L ov e Canal . 

(See Ag e n t  O r n n g e  N e w n l e t t e r ,  V o l u m e  T. 'Issue 2, p a g e

6.) N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  R o u e r t  A b r a m s  

s aid a n  o u t - o f - c o u r t  s e t t l e m e n t  in th e  L o v e  C a n a l  c a s e  

c o u l d  a l s o  b e  a c c e p t e d  i f  it w e r e  in t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r­

est.

At a p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e  in A l b a n y ,  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  

c a l l e d  t h e  B l o o d y  R u n  a g r e e m e n t  " th e m o s t  c o m p r e h e n­

sive a n d  t e c h n i c a l l y  a d v a n c e d  p r o g r a m  e v e r  d e v i s e d  t o  

c o r r e c t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  f rom  t h e  

d i s p o s a l  o f  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e s . "  T h e  c l e a n - u p  p r o g r a m ,  

e x p e c t e d  to c o s t  $ 1 0  m i l l i o n ,  w i l l  i n c l u d e  f i n d i n g  t h e  

e x t e n t  o f  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  b o t h  d o w n w a r d  a n d  o u t w a r d  f r o m  

the s i t e ,  a n d  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h a t  H o o k e r  u s e  " s t r i n g e n t  

s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  t h a t  e x c e e d  F e d e r a l  O c c u p a t i o n a l  

S a f e t y  a n d  H e a l t h  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  to p r o­

tect  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . "  T h e  m o n i t o r i n g  p r o­

gram , e s t i m a t e d  t o  c o s t  $5 m i l l i o n ,  is e x p e c t e d  t o  

last  s o m e  35 y e a r s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  H o o k e r  has a g r e e d  to 

d e p o s i t  $ 1 . 5  m i l l i o n  in a  s p e c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f u n d  

to f i n a n c e  g o v e r n m e n t  s t u d i e s  o n  c h e m i c a l  w a s t e  d i s­

posal.

O n e  l i k e l y  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  to 

so m e  o f f i c i a l s ,  is t hat t h e  s t a n d a r d s  set  f or H o o k e r  

w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  m i n i m u m  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for  s e t t l i n g  s i m i­

lar a c t i o n s  in t h e  future. A n o t h e r  r e s u l t ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  o n e  s o u r c e ,  is t h a t  H o o k e r  c o u l d  b e c o m e  t h e  i n d u s­

try l e a d e r  in d e v e l o p i n g  th e  t e c h n o l o g y  to c l e a n  u p  

c h e m i c a l  w a s t e s .

L E G I S L A T I V E  U P D A T E S  

-tv v.'HK E N A C T S  D I O X I N  L A W

• ?3, it'Bo, t h e  N e w  Y o r k  S t a t e  d i o x i n  b i l l  

was signe* V  . a w  by G o v e r n o r  H u g h  Carey. U n d e r  t h e  

ne w law, a .iraporary 9 - m e m b e r  s t a t e  c o m m i s s i o n  has  

been ne t  up, five o f  w h o m  a r e  V i e t  N a m  v e t e r a n s .  T h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  t hi s 2 - y e a r  c o m m i s s i o n  is "to  o b t a i n  i n f o r­

m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  the h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  e x p o s u r e  t o  

h e r b i c i d e s  c o n t a i n i n g  d i o x i n  f r r e s i d e n t s  o f  th e  

s t a t e  o f  N e w  Y o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  V i e t n a m  e r a  v e t e r­

ans w h o  m a y  V a v e  b e r n  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e s e  s u b s t a n c e s  d u r­

ing t h e i r  p e r i o d  o f  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e . "  T h e  r e s p o n s i­

bil i t i e s  o f  the c o m m i s s i o n  I n c l u d e  " d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t  

m e d i c a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  ia n e e d­

ed for  v i c t i m s  o f  d i o x i n  e x p o s u r e "  a n d  " c o n d u c t i n g  an 

e x t e n s i v e  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m  to i n f o r m  V i e t n a m  er a  v e t­

er an s w h o  m a y  h a v e  b een  e x p o s e d  to h e r b i c i d e s  c o n t a i n­

ing d i o x i n  r f a n y  federal o r  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  a v a i l a­

ble t o  t h e m . "

T h e  n e w  la w  a l s o  a m e n d s  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  l a w  b y  

a d d i n g  a n e w  a r t i c l e  for  " s p e c i a l  p o l i c i e s  w i t h  r e­

sp ec t to d i o x i n  e x p o s u r e . "  U n d e r  A r t i c l e  2*4-3, th e  

s t a t e  h e a l t h  c o m m i s s i o n e r  has b e e n  d i r e c t e d  to:

• " E s t a b l i s h ,  p r o m o t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a p u b l i c  i n f o r­

m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  o n  d i o x i n . "  T h i s  p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  

"an e f f o r t  to c o n t a c t  V i e t n a m  e r a  v e t e r a n s  a n d  e m p l o y­

ees o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e  

w h o  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  an h e r b i c i d e  c o n t a i n i n g  d i o x i n . "

• " M a i n t a i n  a c e n t r a l  d a t a  h ank  w i t h i n  th e  d e p a r t­

m e n t  for  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  

o f  e x p o s u r e  to d i o x i n  a n d  Tor th e  c a t a l o g u i n g  o f  e x­

is t i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  m e d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  healtl 

e f f e c t r  o f  thi s e x p o s u r e . "

• " I n i t i a t e  e d u c a t i o n  for h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to 

a s s i s t  t h e m  ln u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r i s k s  and 

s t a t e - e f - t h e - a r t  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  r e g a r d  to d e t e c t i o n ,  

d i a g n o s i s  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  a c u t e  a n d  c h r o n i c  s y m p t o m s  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i o x i n  e x p o s u r e . "

N E W  A G E N T  O R A N G E  B I L L  I N T R O D U C E D  IN C A L I F O R N I A

O n  M a r c h  6, 1 9 8 0 ,  A s s e m b l y m a n  P a t r i c k  N o l a n  ir 

t r o d u e n d  a n  A g e n t  O r a n g e  b i l l  t o  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  ste • 

l e g i s l a t u r e  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  d i e d  in t h e  s t a t e  Sene -• 

G o v e r n m e n t a l  O r g a n i z a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .  ( Se e A g e n t  0; 

a n g e  N e w s l e t t e r ,  V o l u m e  I, I s s u e  1, p a g e  U. )  On D e­

c e m b e r  1, 1 9 8 0 ,  A s s e m b l y m a n  N o l a n  a g a i n  i n t r o d u c e d  a 

s i m i l a r  A g e n t  O r a n g e  b i l l  to t h e  s t a t e  a s s e m b l y  which, 

if p a s s e d ,  w o u l d  r e m a i n  in e f f e c t  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1, 

1 9 8 5 .  U n d e r  th e  n e w  b i l l ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  V e t i r a n s  A f f a i r s  w o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  to:

•A s 6 i 3 t  V ie t N a m  e r a  v e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t :  

in f i l i n g  h e r b i c i d e  r e l a t e d  c l a i m s  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uniti d 

St a t e s .  S u c h  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  i n c l u d e  r e f e r r a l s  for 

m e d i c a l  a n d  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s .

• W o r k  w i t h  v a r i o u s  3t a t e ,  f e d e r a l  an d  p r i v a t e  

a g e n c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  

S e r v i c e s ,  t o  " o r g a n i z e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  the  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o n  t h e  t o x i c  e f f e c t s  o f  A g e n t  O r a n g e  a n d  o t h e r  h e r b i­

c i d e s  o n  V i e t n a m  e r a  v e t e r a n s . "

• E s t a b l i s h  an o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m  t o  i n f o r m  C a l i f o r­

n i a  V i t e r a n s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e r b i c i d e  e x­

p o s u r e  in V i e t  Nam . T h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  i n c l u d e  " d i s s e m­

in a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  to c o u n t y  v e t e r a n  s e r v i c e  o f f i­

cer s  and o t h e r  C a l i f o r n i a  v e t e r a h  a g e n c i e s  a n d  orgnni- 

z a t i e n s . "  T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  in t h i s  o u t r e a c h  

p r o g r a m  w i l l  be s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  by 

J u n e  30, 198 5. T h i B  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  I n c l u d e  " th e 

n u m b e r  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  v e t e r a n s  i d e n t i f i e d  as b e i n g  at 

r i s k  fro m A g e n t  O r u n g e  a n d  o t h e r  d e f o l i a n t  e x p o s u r e " ;  

" t h e  n u m b e r  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  v e t e r a n s  f i l i n g  c l a i m s  for 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  for s e r v i c e - r e l a t e d  e x p o s u r e  t o  A g e n t  O r­

an g e  and o t h e r  d e f o l i a n t s " ;  " a  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  s y m p­

tom s  r e p o r t e u  b y  v e t e r a n s " ;  a n d  "a s u m m a r y  o f  m e d i c a l  

test r e s u l t s  f rom  e x p o s e d  v e t e r a n s . "

The b i l l  w o u l d  a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e s  to " c o n d u c t  a r e v i e w  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

d a t i  and  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  A g e n t  O r a n g e  anc 

o t h e r  h e r b i c i d e s  w i d e l y  u s e d  in V i e t n a m . "  A  r e p o r t  or. 

c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  o n  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  A g e n t  O r­

a n g e  w o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  V e t e r a n s  

A f f a i r s  a n d  th e  3 t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b y  J a n u a r y  1, 1983.

AD lU is c u r r e n t l y  b e f o r e  the A s s e m b l y  H e a l t h  

Co-anittee, h o w e v e r ,  a h e a r i n g  u a t c  h a 3  not  ye t  b e e n  

set. A s s e m b l y m a n  N o l a n  a s k s  t hat  l e t t e r s  lie s e n t  to 

t h e  Cc.nmittee m e m b e r s  u r g i n g  s u p p o r t  o f  t h *  bil l.

N E W  J E R S E Y  A G E N T  O R A N G E  C O M M I S S I O N

In F e b r u a r y  o f  19 8 0 ,  th e  c o u n t r y ' s  f i m t  A g e n t  

O r a n g e  b i l l  wa s  s i g n e d  int o l a w  in N e w  J e r s e y .  I n t r o­

d u c e d  by A s s e m b l y m a n  R i c h a r d  V a n  W a g n e r  in J u n e  1979, 

3*401 e s t a b l i s h e d  a 7 - m e m b e r  A g e n t  O r a n g e  C o m m i s­

sion ,  f our o f  w h o m  ar e  V i e t  N a m  v e t e r a n s ,  t o  a 3 s i  .t 

t h e  e s t i m a t e d  5 6 , 0 0 0  N e w  J e r s e y  V i e t  N a m  v e t e r a n s .

U



Llwn, tin* Now .Irrney Agent  O r a n g e  C o m m i s­

sion hnn  o p e n e d  a ful l- ti me o f f i c e  in T r e n t o n  to pr o­

vide n e r " l e e n  nnil, inf orm ati on to Viet N a m  veteran n. 

T h e i r  se r v i c e s  incl ude  a n s i a t a n c e  in fi li ng cla im s, 

s e t t i n g  up a p p o i n t m e n t s  for Agent  O r a n g e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  

at VA f a c il iti es,  m o n i t o r i n g  N e w  J e r s e y ' s  VA f a c i l i­

ties, and k e e p i n g  tr ack  o f  both "s en s i t i v e "  a n d  "in- 

o e n s it iv e" V A  employe es.

As part o f  t h e i r  o u t r e a c h  prog ra m, t h e y  h a v e  e s­

ta b l i s h e d  lin es o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  netw een  v a r i o u s  v e t­

erans o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and have c o n d u c t e d  s e m i n a r s  an d  

i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p r ogr ams  at c oll ege s, V ets  C e n t e r s  and 

o t h e r  l o c a tio ns.  T h r o u g h  t h e i r  o w n  o u t r e a c h  e f fo rt s 

and w i t h  n a m e s  and a d d r e s s e s  p r o v i d e d  b y  the  sta te ; 

t he y h a v e  b e e n  a bl e to contE.ct t h o u s a n d s  o f  V ie t N a m  

v e t e r a n s  w i t h  in fo r m a t i o n  on Ag e n t  Orange. T h e  C o m­

m i s s i o n  a ls o p l a n s  to c o n d u c t  a r e t r o s p e c t i v e  e p i d e m i­

ol o g i c a l  s u r v e y  o f  N e w  J e r s e y ' s  V iet  N a m  vet eran s.

N e w  J e r s e y  ve t e r a n s  sh ou ld c o n tact  t h e  Ag e n t  O r­

ange C o m m i s s i o n  for a c o p y  o f  t h e i r  S e l f - H e l p  Guide, 

and f or  a s s i s t a n c e  in fil i n g  c l a i m s  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  m e d­

ical e xa mi nat ion s.

M E D I C A L / S C I E N T I F I C  U P D A T E S  

A U S T R A L I A N  G O V E R N M E N T  T O  ST U D Y  V E T E R A N S

T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  go ver n m e n t  has  begu n a t w o - y e a r  

st udy  o f  Vie t Nam  W a r  ve t e r a n s  an d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to 

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f ec ts o f  e x p o s u r e  to he rb i c i d e s .  T h e  

st ud y w i l l  Dmpare th es e v e t e r a n s  a g a in st a c o n t r o l  

g r o u p  o f  a r m e d  ser vi ces  p e r s o n n e l  in th e  same age 

g r o u p  who  d J 1 not ser ve in Viet Nam.

S o  feu:, o v e r  1,0 00 v e t e r a n s  h a v e  a p p l i e d  to the 

Au s t r a l i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  for d i s a b i l i t i e s  c a u s e d  by e x p o­

sure t o  h e r b i c i d e s  in V iet Nam. V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s  M i n­

ister E van  A d e r m a n n  has sai d t hat  c h i l d r e n  a f f e c t e d  by 

the c h e m i c a l s  w i l l  be c o m p e n s a t e d  as wel l as th e  v e t­

erans o n c e  a l in k is est abl ish ed.

In a r e l a t e d  d e velo pme nt,  the Sydn e y  M o r n i n g  H e r­

ald r e p o r t e d  o n  O c t o b e r  13, 1 90 0 tha t th e  U n i t e d  

States g o v e r n m e n t  k ne w o f  the h a r m f u l  e f f e c t s  o f  the 

he rb ic ide s u s e d  in Viet Na m  as e a r l y  a3 1962. A c c o r d­

ing t o  Bill Mc Mi l l a n ,  an a t t o r n e y  for the A u s t r a l i a n  

V i e tn am  Vet era ns'  Ac tio n A s s oci ati on,  c e r t a i n  c o r r e­

spo nd enc e p r o v e s  tha t the  U n i t e d  St a t e n  k n e w  o f  the 

toxic effe ito  o f  the  h e r b icid eB an d  tha t the  A u s t r a­

lian g o v e r n m e n t  sho ul d h ave  kno wn as well. "It is a 

fair d e d u c t i o n , "  a aid McMill an,  "that th e  A u s t r a l i a n  

G o v e r n m e n t  wi llingly e x p o s e d  ou r  tr oops  to t h e s e  c h e m­

icals. In fo r m a t i o n  fl ow ed fr eel y b e t w e e n  the  U.S. a n d  

A u s t r a l i a  d u r i n g  the  war."

M c M i l l a n ,  r e c e n t l y  re t u r n e d  from a v i s i t  to the 

Un it ed  State s, a l s o  rep o r t e d  on a test d e v e l o p e d  in 

Los A n gel es wh ic h can  det ect  the p o c s i b i l i t y  o f  birt h 

defects. H' r e p o r t e d  tha t the H i r s c h  t est h a d  a l r e a d y  

been c o n d u c t e d  on 200 p e o p l e — h a l f  on v e t e r a n s  and 

half o n  c i v i l i a n s — and s aid  that the "te st ca n  be d on e 

in A u s t r a l i a . "  McM i l l a n  state d he wo u l d  a sk th e  A u s­

tral ian  g o v e r n m e n t  to be g i n  c o n d u c t i n g  this t e s t  "as 

one w a y  o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  the sit uat ion ."

(Note: Th e  Ag ent  Or an ge N e w s l e t t e r  is in the p r o ce ss

of  g e t t i n g  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  Hir s c h  T e s t  for o u r  

next i s s u e . )

NI (Kill KiTAIll.lJUIK! DI OXI N HKOl.'iTHY

T h e  Nat ional Inst i t u t e  for O c c u p a t i o n a l  S a f e t y  

a nd H e a l t h  h a G  begun a r e g i s t r y  o f  c h e m i c a l  w o r k e r s  in 

the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  w ith  do c u m e n t e d  e x p o s u r e  to the c o n­

st i t u e n t s  o f  Ag ent  Ora nge , I n c l u d i n g  T C D D  (dioxin). 

A c c o r d i n g  to A n t h o n y  R o b bi ns o f  MIOSH, "O nce  this r e g­

istry h as b ee n deve lo p e d ,  NIOSII plan s to e val uat e 

tren d s  in m o r t a l i t y  o f  the e x p o s e d  w o r k e r s  and, if the 

d a t a  per mi t, w i l l  c o n s i d e r  c o n d u c t i n g  m o r b i d i t y  [dis­

ease  rate] an d  r e p r o d u c t i v e  3t ud ie3."

T h e  r e g i s t r y  is b e i n g  c o m p i l e d  w it h c o o p e r a t i o n  

from  t h e  c h e m i c a l  indus try , m a j o r  u n i o n B  and  th e  D e­

par t m e n t  o f  Defe nse , an d  is e x p e c t e d  to c o n t a i n  s e v e r­

al t h o u s a n d  w o r k e r s  f rom  t h e  m i d - 1 9 b 0 ' B  to th e  p r e s­

ent.

LfiCAL S C E N E  

H E R B I C I D E  E X P O S U R E  M A P  RE A D I N G S

In the l a s t  is su e o f  th e  Ag e n t  O r a n g e  N e w s l e t t e r  

(page 6), we r e p o r t e d  that th e  Ag ent  O r a n g e  Vet erans' 

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  ha s  b e g u n  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the " V i e t­

na m  M a p  Book: A G u i d e  to Ag en t O r a n g e  C o n t a m i n a t i o n  of 

V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s . "  UntiJ act u a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  the 

book, t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has begun p r o v i d i n g  in di vi dua l 

m a p  r e a d i n g s  for vete ra ns.  Us i n g  the H E R B S  t a p e s — the 

flight logs o f  the f i x e d - w i n g  and h e l i c o p t e r  ae ria l 

s p r a y  m i s s i o n s — t h e y  w ill  m a t c h  the  s p r a y  m i s B i o n o  

a g a i n s t  the m o v e m e n t s  o f  a v e t e r a n ' s  u ni t to d e t e r m i n e  

act u a l  expos ure .

T o  find ’out if y o u  w e r e  e x p o s e d  to dire c t  aerial 

3pray, y o u  c a n  set u p  an a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  the Agent 

O r a n g e  Vet eran s' A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  for a m a p  r e a d i n g  

or, if y o u  l i v e  o u t s i d e  o f  the Ba y  Area, c o n t a c t  t hem  

b y  mail. S e n d  them as m u c h  inf o r m a t i o n  as y o u  can on 

dates a n d  l o c a t i o n s  o f  y o u r  u n i t '3 m o v e m e n t s  an d  the y 

wi l l  let yo u  k n o w  if, w hen  and w h e r e  y o u  w e r e  exposed.

T h e  Agen t O r a n g e  Veterans' A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  a l­

so c o nd uct s m a p  r ead ing s e v e r y  F r i d a y  at var iou s l o c a­

tions t h r o u g h o u t  the  Bay Area. C o n tac t t hem  to find 

out w h e r e  the next m a p  r e a d i n g  w i l l  be h e l d  or to in­

vi t e  t h e m  to c o ndu ct a m a p  r e ad ing  for y o u r  o w n  o r g a n­

ization.

M I N N E S O T A  V E T E R A N S  O U T R E A C H  P R O G R A M

In late 1979, two M i n n e s o t a  v e t e r a n s  groups, the 

M i n n e s o t a  Ve t e r a n s  C o a l i t i o n  and V i e t n a m  Veteran s 

A g a i n s t  the W ar,  In it i a t e d  a m a j o r  o u t r e a c h  eff or t to 

c o n t a c t  the sta te 's 51, 0 0 0  Viet Na m  veterans. U d n g  a 

c o m p u t e r i z e d  m a i l i n g  list o f  ve t e r n n s  w h o  had a p p li ed 

for M i n n e s o t a’s Vi e t n a m  V e t e r n n  Bonus  Pro gra m, they 

w e r e  a ble  to c o n t a c t  an initial 2 0 , 0 0 0  v e t e r a n s  and 

inf o r m  them o f  the free m e d i c a l  s c r e e n i n g  av ai l a b l e  at 

th e  V A  m e d i c a l  center. O f  that number, 8 , 5 0 0  v e te ra ns 

r e q u e s t ' d  such screening. T i m  M i c h a e l s  o f  the M i n n e­

sota  V e t e r a n s  C o a l i t i o n  p o i n t e d  out  that it ha d  taken 

t h e m  th ree  m o n t h s  to id e n t i f y  8 , 5 0 0  v e t e r a n n  w h e r e q s  

the VA in M i n n e s o t a  had  o n l y  seen 7 0  vete ra ns for 

Ag ent O r a n g e  s c r e e n i n g  ln two yearn. M or eo ver , the 

o r i g i n a l  m a i l i n g  list waG c o m p r i s e d  of a d d r e s s e s  that 

w e r e  st least six y e a r s  old.

B y  late 198c, o v e r  1 3 , 0 0 0  v e t e r a n s  had r e q u e s t e d  

A gent  Or an g e  sc re en ing s, and  Ti m  M i c h a e l s  att rib ut es 

m u c h  o f  the succ ess  o f  t h e  outref.ch p r o g r a m  to the

5
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.vi'oo O ff ic e r s ,  nnd  tho a s s i s t a n c e  o f  S e r v i c e  O f f i c e r s  

and A u x i l i a r i e s  from tho Am e r i c a n  r.ejrion, the lllnnhlcd 

A m e r i c a n  Vot.opana and  the V ot er nno  o f  F o rei gn Wa rs. "

A c c o r d i n g  to the  Kail 1 9 U 0  e d i t i o n  o f  N CAP News 

( p u b l i a h e d  by the  North wes t C o a l i t i o n  for A l t e r n a t i v e s  

to Pe st i c i d e s ) ,  Reed Holt o f  V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  A g a in st 

the W a r  r e p o r t s  that "the p r o g r a m  h a s  t o u c h e d  o f f  a 

m i n o r  pan ic w i t h i n  the VA," and tha t M i n n e s o t a ' s  Ft. 

S n e l l i n g  VA h o s p i t a l  "hRs b e e n  fo rced  to g o  to two  

shi fts  a  .’ay in the ir Agent O r a n g e  p h y s i c a l  e x a m  p r o­

gra m . "  Holt a l s o  rep ort s t ha t "the VA ha s  r e f u s e d  to 

p r o v i d e  doi tors at Ft. S n e l l i n g  VA h o s p i t a l  w i t h  c o m­

m o n  s y mpt oms  o f  d i o x i n  exp o s u r e  'because if t h e y  K n e w  

w ha t :o look for it mi gh t b i a s  t h e i r  e x a m i n a t i o n s . ' "  

C A l t h o u g h  we n o r m a l l y  k ee p O'- ed ito r i a l  c o m m e n t s  to a 

m i n i m u m ,  we c a n ' t  res ist  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  if a d o c t o r  

w e r e  to t e l l  y o u  he d o e sn 't k n o w  w h a t  t h e  sy m p t o m s  o f  

e x p o s u r e  to c h i c k e n  po x  are b e c a u s e  it m i g h t  b i a s  his 

e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h a t  do ct o r  w o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n c o m p e­

tent.]]

T h e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  enli3t.*d the  a i d  o f  

t h e  v e t e r a n s  i n c a r c e r a t e d  p r o g r a m  o f  the V e t e r a n s  R e­

sour ce  C e n t e r  in Mi nn e a p o l i s  to c o n t a c t  M i n n e s o t a ' s  

i n c a r c e r a t e d  vet eran s. In o r d e r  to p r o v i d e  t h e s e  v e t­

erans w i t h  m e d i c a l  s c r e enin gs,  J o h n  H e u b a c h  o f  t h e  

M i n n e s o t a  Vete ra ns C o a l i t i o n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  "we h ave 

as k e d  t h e  VA to a l l o w  m o b i l e  teams to be  sent o u t  to 

o u r  st a t e  pr iso n s . "  How ev er,  the V A  has not y e t  r e­

spon d e d  to t h e i r  request.

S u r ve ys  wh i c h  w er e u t i l i z e d  in the o u t r e a c h  p r o­

gr a m  w i l l  be a n a l y z e d  by c o m p u t e r  and the r e su lts  p r e­

sent ed  be f o r e  the  M i n n e s o t a  state leg isl atu re.  I n f o r­

mati o n  o n  ho w  the o utr eac h p r o g r a m  was o r g a n i z e d  can 

b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  the M i n n e s o t a  V eter ans  C o a l i t i o n  and  

V i e t n a m  Ve t e r a n s  A g a in st th e  War.

N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  ON A O E N T  O R A N C E  (REMINDER)

On Ma y  23-2U , 1961, the Na t i o n a l  Ve t e r a n s  T a s k  

For ce o n  Agent  Ora n g e  nnd its m e m b e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

w i l l  be h o l d i n g  the V i e t n a m  Vet e r a n s  C o n f e r e n c e  on 

Ag ent  Ora n g e  in W a n h i n g t o n , D.C. A m a j o r  p u r p o s e  o f  

the c o n f e r e n c e  is to share the  m o a t  curr ent  i n f o r m a­

tion in the fo llo win g nreas:

•Effects o f  Agent Oran g e  e"p o o u r e  

•S ci enti fic  and m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  

•L eg isla tiv e actions 

•Legnl a c v lons  

•VA po l i c i e s  

•T re atm ent  pro cedures

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  will inclu de pan el d i s c u s n i o n s ,  

w o r k s h o p s  nnd  films on all o f  th ese  areas, w it h an 

o v e r a l l  goal o f  u n i t i n g  "the e f f or ts o f  v a r i o u s  gr oup s 

to war d the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  v i a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  to m e e t  the 

nee ds o f  Ag ent  O r a n g o  vic ti ms ."

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  will be hel d at W e s l e y  T h e o l o g i c a l  

Se mi n a r y ,  l o c a t e d  at UfOO M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Avenue,  N.W. 

M or e in fo r m a t i o n  can  be o b t a i n e d  fro m th e  Na t i o n a l  

T as k F o r c e  o f f i c e  o r  from:

Rut h M. Schne fr er,  C o n f e r e n c e  C h a i r p e r s o n  

V e te ra ns Affairs Off i c e  

C it y Un iv er s i t y  o f  New Yor k 

535 En3t 80t.h S t r e e t  (Caldwel l)

Ne w  York, N.Y. 10021

Tel: (212) 79**-5757 or 7914-5758

S E C O N D  DEC IONA!. VET E R A N S  C O N F E R E N C E

Fro m A p r M  17 t.o 19, 1961, t.hr llnlvernltv V e t e r­

ans wil l hold th e  S e c o n d  W e s t e r n  R eg ion al Co n f e r e n c e  

for V i e tn am  Vet er an n In Eug ene , Ore gon . T h e  First 

C o n fe re nce , h el d last y e a r  Tro m J a n u a r y  11 to 13, in­

cl ud e d  w o r k s h o p s  on a v a r i e t y  of veter ans ' issues.

(Se e Ag ent  O r a n g e  New s l e t t e r ,  V o l u m e  I, Iss ue 1, page

6.) T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  th e  co n f e r e n c e  was to un ite  Viet 

N a m  vet er an s a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  In o r d e r  to chare  in­

fo rm a t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  p o w e r - b a s e  

"t o effe ct h u m a ni st ic ch a n g e  l e g i s l a t i v e l y ,  p o l i t i c a l­

ly  and  s o c i ally ."

Th e w o r k s h o p s  p l a n n e d  fo r  the S e c o n u  C o n f e r e n c e

a r e :

♦Agent Or an g e

•D ela yed  S t r e s s  R e s p o n s e  S y n d r o m e  

•L eg isla tio n and P o l i t i c a l  A c t i v i s m  

•P re venti ng A n o t h e r  N o b l e  Cause  

•E xp laini ng the N e w  A m e r i c a n  M i l i t a r i s m  

•Veterans E m p l o y m e n t  Is su es 

• I nc ar cer ate d V et era ns 

•Women V e t e r a n s  a n d  S i g n i f i c a n t  Oth e r s

The  co n f e r e n c e  w i l l  als o i n clu de a pres s c o n f e r­

enc e  as w e l l  as a b e n e f i t  dance. F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a­

tion, con ta ct D av e Is e n b e r g  at U n i v e r s i t y  Vet era ns.

N A T I O N W I D E  V IE T NAM  VET ER AN S'  RAL LIE S

T h e  Cen t e r  for V e t e r a n ' s  Righ ts in Los A n g el es 

h a 3  c a l l e d  for a series c f r a ll ie s ac r o s s  the c o u n t r y  

o n  Ma rch  8, 1981. Th e  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  the n a t i o n­

wid e  day o f  u n i t y  is "to d e m a n d  th at  the f e d e r a l  go v­

ernm ent  ini tia te a nat i o n a l  d e l a y e d  r e - e n t r y  p r o g r a m  

for all I4. 2 m i l l i o n  v e t e r a n s  o f  the V i e t n a m  Wa r  in 

S o u t h e a s t  Asia." The  d e l a y e d  r e - e n t r y  p r og ram , or 

" d e b r i e f i n g  fro m w a r t i m e  se rvi ce, " includes:

• " In di vid ual  co u n s e l i n g  w i t h  a n o t h e r  V i e t n a m  v e t­

era n t r a in ed to u n d e r s t a n d  t he  v n r i o u s  r e a d j u s t m e n t  

p ro b l e m s  as s o c i a t e d  w i t h  V i e t n a m  W a r  n c r vi ce nn d  the 

l a c k  of c o m p a s s i o n  by s o c i e t y  u pon  re t u r n  from that 

w a r t i m e  exp er ie nce ."

• "Psy cho log ica l c o u n s e l i n g  and cla ims  a s s i s t a n c e  

Tor vet er ans  w i t h  p o s t - t r a u m a t i c  stres s d i s o r d e r s  and 

o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  pro b l e m s  wit h r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  b e­

fore th e  Board oi V e te ran s App eal s."

• "C om p l e t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  and e x a m i n a­

tio ns  for sym pto ms that c o u l d  be r e l a t e d  t o  exp os ur e 

t toxic her bic ide s."

• " S cr ee nin g o f  all l e s s - t h a n - h o n o r a b l e  m i l i t a r y  

d i s c h a r g e s  to d e t e r m i n e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  for up gra ding. "

•"R evi ew o f  all m e n t a l  an d  p h y s i c a l  di sa b i l i t i e s  

to det e r m i n e  sta tus  o f  treatm en t, c o m p e n s a t i o n  an d  v o­

cat i o n a l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  by th e  VA."

•" Co o r d i n a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  ser vi ce s in tuc com mu-  

n i t y  \o pro vi de em plo y m e n t  a s s i s t a n c e . "

Al th ou gh  th e  VA b e g a n  a b e l ate d a t te mp t to deal 

w i t h  some o f  th es e p r ob lem s b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the Vets 

Cen te rs  last yea r, th e s e  C e n te rs  ar e  un der f u n d e d ,  u n­

der s t a f f e d  and o v e r w o r k e d , a n d  now face b e i n g  shu t 

do wn  e nt ir ely  b y  the Rea ga n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in October. 

T o  d e m on st rat e the  pro bl em s faced b y  the Vet s Centers, 

as wel l as by ve ter a n n ,  the C e n t e r  for V e t e r a n ' s  

Rights is also h o l d i n g  a pu bl ic ra l l y  o u t s i d e  th e  Los 

A n ge le s VA on M a r c h  5, whe re the B o a r d  o f  Ve t e r a n s  A p­

peals w il l be h e a r i n g  an Ag ent  O r a n g e  case. S o m e  of 

t h e  public te sti m o n y  t -  be g i v e n  b y  ve t e r a n s  a n d  their 

fam ili es will be:

6



* «
•{,Ml11l.ary ••xi«>nur<- t.«« radiat ion, toxic lierblnIdeii 

-ur.d Hnngrroiin drugs ul tl t no foLlow-up treatment or 
rompennul. Ion l»y the V/\. "

•"No right o T  ap pe al Tor d e n i e d  clalraa to n court 

n r  law."

• " L e s s - t h a n - h o n o r a b l c  m i l i t a r y  d i s c h a r g e s  gi v e n  

Tor me.ileal pr o b l e m s . "

• " D e n i a l  o f  m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  to v e t e r a n s . "

♦" De ni al  o f  Agent Or an ge e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  V i e t n a m  

v e t e r a n s . "

• " I n a d e q u a t e  fundi ng for V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n  O u t r e a c h  

C e n t e r s . "

As a sy mbo l o f  unity, t h e  C e n t e r  for V e t e r a n ' s  

R ig h t s  ask s t hat  all v e t e r a n s ,  and  a ll t h o s e  who s u p­

port v e t e r a n s ,  d i s p l a y  a g r e e n  r i b b o n  on M a r c h  8.

In t h e  B ay  Area, the M a r c h  8 r a l l y  ia b e i n g  o r­

ga n i z e d  b y  the  C o a l i t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  V i e t  Nam  V e t­

erans  a n d  the C o n t r a  C o s t a  c h a p t e r  o f  V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  

o f  Amer ic a.

OPEN L E T T E R

T o d a y  ia D a y  U2 o f  the Oc cu p a t i o n .  On Day 1 o f  

the  O c c u p a t i o n ,  some people w o r e  b l a c k  arm ban ds,  b e­

caus e  b a c k  + h e n , on I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day, t hey  w ere  p a r a­

noi d e n o u g h  to th i n k  that t h e  Rea g a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

vas out t o  get them. By m o w ,  there are m o r e  o f  us who  

feel t hat way. By now. th ose  o f  us who  c a r e  ab ou t the 

en v i r o n m e n t ,  w h o  care about o u r  c h i l d r e n  an d  wh o  car e 

about o u r  fu tu re k no w that t h e  Re ag a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

Is not o n  cur side. And now, on Day  U2 o f  the O c c u p a­
tion, t h o s e  o f  us who  care a b o u t  v e t e r a n s  know, too. 

Bpeci f l c a l l y , Viet Na m  vetera nn.  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  thos e 

who went, b e l i e v i n g  o r  not b e l i e v i n g ,  to fight an u n­

popu l a r  war, an d  who came b a c k  r e a l i z i n g  that huma n 

life  was  m o r e  i mp ort ant  than any  gove rnm ent . But who 

also  c am e bac k rea l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  go v e r n m e n t  g ave  

t h e m  canc er,  p e r m a n e n t  p h y s i c a l  an d  emo ti o n a l  scars, 

d e f o r m e d  chi ld r e n ,  a n d  contempt.

Toda y ,  on Day o f  the O c c u p a t i o n ,  Re aga n a n­

nou n c e d  ye t  a n o t h e r  budge t cut: the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e­

ad j u s t m e n t  cen ter s. The  V et 3 C e n t e r s  that took ten 

year s to s q u e e z e  from the g o v e r n m e n t — a p r o g r a m  that 

is u n d e r f u n d e d  and  u n d e r s t a f f e d  to b e g i n  with, n n d  

that is o n l y  a small b e g i n n i n g — w il l be cut in O c t o­

ber. W h n t  this mea ns is one  less pl ace  to go for 

co un s e l i n g ,  s u i c i d e  p r e v ent ion , findi ng hou si ng,  e m­

ploy men t, nnd h e l p  in d e a l i n g  wit h Agent Orange. Whnt 

th.i  w i l l  m e a n  a f t e r  O c t o b e r  is that the se v e t e r a n s —  

a l o n g  w i t h  the une mpl oye d, t h e  disn ble d, th e  elder ly,

' a t t e r e d  uomen, b a tter ed chil d r e n ,  an d  so m a n y  oth e r s  

w h o  are part o f  ou r  w o r l d — w i l l  h a v e  n o w h e r e  to go b e­

caus e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  tha t h a v e  denlt wit h 

these th ing o all al on g are b e i n g  t a k e n  out  by R e aga n's  

cuts, too.

M a y b e  I'm b e i n g  too p a r a n o i d  in th i n k i n g  w e ' r e  

he aded  for  so me t h i n g  di sas trous . M a y b e  I' m  imagin ing  

things w h e n  I get  the feeli ng that w e ' r e  all Just sit­

ting  h e r e  h o l d i n g  ou r  breaths. But do i n g  that d o e sn' t 

re al l y  m a k e  it ea sie r when t h e  t l o v  comes. I'd like 

to t h i n k  that I'll loo k back on this two y e a r s  from 

n ow an d  l a u g h  at what an a l a r m i s t  I was. But I'm 

n f r a i d  I'll l oo k b ac k and any, "It was all o f  that, 

a nd m o r e . "

A p p r o p r i a t e l y  enough, t h e  c a l e n d a r  on my w a l l  a d­

vi se s  me ,  "It's  big g e r  than the b o t h  of us. " T h a t  it

i3 .

But m a y b e  nri I. bi gg er Min n l.li** all o f  m m . Ma y b e  

if w e  all u n d e r s t a n d  that we'v e spent no much,  so lorn 

s u p p o r t i n g  nn e c o n o m y  that supimrl.n the rlnlng canc er 

r a t e  and support s the rl n l n g  birth  d e f e c t  rate, m a y b e  

then we can u n d e r s t a n d  that, we have t.o begin s u p p o r t­

ing each other, instead. For o u r  o w n  survival. And 

m a y b e  if w e  u n d e r s t a n d  that sur vi val  d o e sn 't  mean 

f ight ing  the Ar abs  o r  p r o v i d i n g  arm3 and "ad vis ors " 

to a n o t h e r  go v e r n m e n t  (w hic h w ill  not be a n o t h e r  Viet 

Nam, alth oug h It m a y  be a n o t h e r  Hi ros him a) o r  bu yi ng 

into vio le nce  b e c a u s e  it's e a s y  and  it d o e sn 't m a k e  

an y  real change, m a y b e  t h e n  we can  m a k e  it.

I don't t h i n k  we c an  a f f o r d  to h ol d o u r  bre aths 

an y  longer. Like it or not, w e ' r e  all  be ing  for ced  tc 

m a k e  a c h o i c e — to d o  m o r e  than wait for someo ne else 

to t a k e  c are  of it. B e c a u s e  I don't t h i n k  w e  can a f­

ford  to say, ten y e a r s  f rom nov, "I did n ' t  know."

Mimi Yahn 

Ed i t o r

P U B L I C A T I O N S / I T E M S  FOR S A L E

Fr o m  the Agent O r a n g e  Info r m a t i o n  Center:

•Ag e n t  Or a n g e  N e w s l e t t e r  - $ 1 5 - 0 0  per y e a r  

Uack is sues  - $1. 00 cnc h 

•" C h l o r a c n e "  - Clin ic al d e s c r i p t i o n ,  co u r s e  o f  the 

di sea se and  c h e m i c a l  cause s; includes g l o s­

sary a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h y  - $1 . 0 0  eac h

• "An not ate d B i b l i o g r a p h y  o n  2,*4-D" - 1L pages - 

$5.00 e ach

F r o m  O t h e r  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

N C A P  News - P u b l i s h e d  q u a r terl y; an in val uab le tool 

for anyone i n vo lve d in the h e r b i c i d e  issue.

NCAP N e w s  

P.O. B o x  375 

Eugene, O r e g o n  Q 7 M 0  

$fl/one year Individual; $ 1 5 / t v o  yearn  individual 

$15/one y e a r  inst itut ion al;  $ 1 0 . 5 0 /y ear  foreign

T - S h i r t s  - "Love Canal: A n o t h e r  P r odu ct From  Hooker 

Chemical"

Luella Ke nny

c/o L o v e  Canal Ho meow ner s Ass o c i a t i o n  

8561 K r u l l  P a rk way  *

N i a g a r a  Falls, H.Y. lli30h 

$6.00 each; pl e a s e  s p eci fy small, medium,  large.
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

Agent Orange Veterans' 
Advisory Committee 

1027 University Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 9*4710 
Don Watkinsf/Clark Smith 
(1415) 5*40-6175

Center for Veteran's Rights 
51*4 West Adams Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90007 
Ron Bitzcr/Michael McCarthy 
(213) 7*46-6315

Minnesota Veterans Coalition 
20*40 Juliet
St. Paul, Minn. 55105 
Tim Michaels/John Heubach
(6 1 2 ) 690-5557
National Veterans Lav Center 
*4900 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 
(202) 686-27*41

National Veterans Task 
Force on Agent Orange 

P.O. Box 15972 
St. Louis, Missouri 6311*4 
(31*4) *428-0113

New Jersey Agent Orange 
Commission 

1*43 E. State St., Room 512 
Trenton, N.J. 08608 
Wayne P. Wilson, Exec. Dir. 
(609) 98*4-7396

University Veterans 
Suite 3, Erb Memorial Union 
University of Oregon 
Eugene, Oregon 97*401 
Dave laenberg 
(503) 6 8 6-I4O98

Veterans Resource Center 
University of Minnesota 
2020 Minnehaha Avenue 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55*40*4 
(612) 376-5085

Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War 

709 26th Avenue South 
Minneapolir Minn. 55*45*4 
Reed Holt 
(6 1 2 ) 332-1979

Vietnam Veterans of America 
Contra Costa Chapter 
57 Water Street 
Pittsburg, CA 9*4565 
Pete Tiffany 
(*4l5) *458-0195

Greenvald and Greenvald 
6300 Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 900*48 
Alvin F. Greenvald 
Dorothy Thompson
(213) 653-3973

Yannacone U Associates 
P.O. Draver 109 
Patchogue, N.Y. 11722 
Victor John Yannacone, Jr. 
(516) 65*4-2299

Assemblyman Patrick Nolan 
Assembly Post Office 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA 9581*4 
(916) *4145-836*4

A G E N T  O R A N G E  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R  

Project of Regional Young Adult Project 
9*4*4 Market Street, Room 500 
San Francisco, C A  9*4102
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Open Letter
In spite o f numerous missed deadlines, the first issue o f 

the A g e n t  O k a n g .. N e w s l e t t e r  has fina lly arrived! The 
purpose o f  the newsletter is to share information, news, 
contacts, plans, projects, and support, but we want this 
to be a jo in t effort, so we need your help in putting it all 
together.

Each month we will have regular columns on legal, 
legislative, medical, scientific, local, and other news, and 
one feature article. This month’s feature is “ VA Policies 
for Agent Orange Screening." Next month's will cover 
VA claims procedures. The coming months will feature a 
variety o f  topics including practice and malpractice in VA 
hospitals, international use of herbicides, domestic spray 
incidents, EPA regulations, lie Cali lo rn ia pesticide 
mafia , and much more. Hut we need your help. Articles, 
letters, graphics, comments, even graphic comments, will 
be much welcomed.

We also need your financial suppoti. l or those o f you 
who can afford it, the subscription is ; I2 per year. For 
those o f you who put out your own newsletter, we’d like 
to do an exchange. Send us what you can. so we can make 
this thing >•'».

Thank you!

Mitni Yahn
1
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Feature
VA Policies f o r  Agent Orange Screening

Any veteran who thinks he or she may have been 
exposed to Agent Orange should go to the VA hospital 
for a medical examination. All VA health care ..cilitics 
arc under orders from the VA Central Office it 
Washington, D.C. to handle all possible herbicide ex­
posure cases as follows:

The VA will provide appropriately detailed medical 
examination and follow-up o f r.tl Vietnam veterans 
who come to VA health care facilities claiming her- 

’ bicidc exposure in order to obtain further information 
regarding any possible long-term health-related effects 
o f these agents. . . .

A ll Victman Era veterans who currently arc betas 
treated in a Veterans Administration medical center, 
and future applicants for VA health care, w;|] be asi./d 
i f  they were exposed to hcrbiciJal chemicals dur.ng 
their service in Vietnam. . . . Veterans who claim 
exposure to hcrbicidal chemicals uuring the Vietnam 
War will receive a thorough examination. . .

In eliciting the medical history and pcr.ormmy the 
physical examination . . . particular attention will e 
given to those organs which are most commonly a f ­
fected by chemical intoxicants, namely, ncrv-'-.s 
system, immune system, blood-forming system, liver, 
kidneys, thyroid, adrenals, gonads, ski:., and bar./:. 
Particular attention will be paid to the detection o f 
chloracne, a skin condition which lias be-: associated 
with acute exposure to herbicide mixtures eor.tai; .ng 
the toxic chemical, Dioxin. Evidence w.;| aLo be 
sought concerning the following potentially relevant 
symptoms or conditions: altered sex drive, ste.th.y, 
congenital defo*mitics among children, repeated in­
fections, neoplasia (tumors!, ami lor female veterans, 
d ifficulties in carrying pregnancies t<> term. . . .  In 
conjunction witn this workup, appropriate diagnostic 
studies should he performed and consultations on- 
l.lined as indicated by the pai.eht’s symptoms and 
signs. Non-routine diagnostic studies, such as sperm 
counts, should be performed only if suggested b* me 
workup ."

—Circular 10-79-83, April If), )‘>79

An important aspect o f  these orders is as fo llows’ "  . . 
it is VA policy to provide thorough medical evaluations

Project of Regional Y o u n g  Adult Project 

944 Market Street, Suite 500, San  Francisco, C A  94102



ol all mN'i.iiis in its |> iticut pupulatu>n u lm  cla im ex- 
[>•» .hi Im l id  hit iil>" .l iii i ■ 11' I Ik* Vii'lnain Wai and lo 
I oil o ., i lu iii < is s-i a I'rnod ol veais so that any long-term 
i " ” o*i •lion*, ii-miIia*:* imm  these chemicals can he 
t ! r >1 and treated Data on all veterans examined lor 
possible herbicide tn s u i ly  in the VA system will he en­
tered into a m d s t iy  maintained in lire VA Central Office 
[VAC(>|. I oilnw up ol the vc lc ians entered into the 
registry will be monitored and supervised. . . . ”

This s ciion is important because o f reports from 
veteran', who have gone to VA hospitals, and because 
diey c ther displayed no outward symptoms or the 
syinptc ins they did have were not considered to be caused 
by A gem Orange, they were refused any medical 
examination for herbicide exposure. On August 29, 1979, 
Paul A. L. Haber, M .D . ,  Assistant Chief Medical 
Director for Professional Services, wrote the following to 
all VA health care facilities:

. . . several medical centers arc only including data 
on these veterans who the sta ff feels have symptoms 
possibly related to herbicide toxicity. As a result, data 
is not sumbitted on veterans who do not have what are 
considered appropriate symptoms. . . . The purpose o f 
establishing the VAC'O Herbicide Registry is to *.et up a 
system lor long-term follow-up o f Vietnam veterans 
exposed to Agent Orange. . . . Accordingly, I request 
that j II VA medical centers meticulously comply with 
the provisions o f Circular 10-79-83. Specifically, all 
Vietnam veterans in your patient population who were 
exposed to herbicides should be identified and then 
evaluated according to the procedures outlined in the 
Circular whether they arc symptomatic or not.”

— ProfessionalServices Letter II.-11-79-25,
August 29, 1979

The procedures for follow-up arc detailed as follows:

A quarterly report will be submitted to VACO 
Professional Services by the 8th workday o f the month 
fo llowing the close o f  each quarter. . . . Negative reports 
arc required. . . . This report will contain the following 
information:

a. A legible eopv o f .ill the data obtained on 
Vietnam veterans who c la im  herb ic ide ex ­
posure. . . . Pertinent laboratory data and con­
sultations obtained as part o f these examinations 
will accompany this report.

b. Copies o f all medical iceoul documents 
piepared as a result ol lollow up til Vietnam 
veterans already reported during pres inns quarters.
I hese documents will be idcn ii l icd «n li a statement 
indicating tlutt their submission is a lollow-up o f a 
previous report."

-C ircu la r 10-79-83 
April If). 1979

lit miter wolds, follow-up examinations aie requited, 
regardless ol whcthci or not you have svmptoms and 
regardless o f whether the VA hospital thinks your 
symptoms were caused by Agent Orange Obviously, 
offic ia l VA policy and reality are two dilfcrent tilings, A 
great many VA employees don ’t even know what Agent 
Orange is, let alone wluit the VA policy is m dealing with

veletans exposed to it, <’ile ll ie ii own . 'y u la ' i  , to i l :  -,i 
i f  necessary, and if that doesn't -.or', a-.k to r'\-• 
I nvimnmciiln l Health Physician n l i c c  are pi,; sic:. . . 
designated by the VA Central Oh..-; to in  . i v Ai-nt 
(/range within each VA hospital). I i\  i m p o , : i .  
everyone go to the VA hospitals be . • il.ey ! i . i v  in. 
facilities lo pro-ide the health can , inn the- o:i!v was : 
get it is to llood hem - and a iloo.t i. t..-,a i.i i--so>i 

The veterans group, CAVEAT , in Il l inois. , written 
the following “ Checklist lor Hospital PiOceJuies":

Prepare a list o f health problem-, which you have 
experienced since your p .j ib le exposure to toxic 
chemicals. . . . Provide yourself with a copy o f  this 
list. . . . Prepare “ Test Result Request." On a clean 
sheet o f  paper write the following:

Please send a copy o f  any test results from today’s tests 
to my home address.

Name__________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________

Phone ___________________
Social Security # _________

Thank you

, (Signature)

(Dale)
PI.EAST. NOTE THAT TH IS 8 IIO I I I) HE DONE 
EACH T IM E  YOU GO TO THE HOSPITAL

Prepare yourself lor a cold reception, Some Va  
hospitals have been informed through off ic ia l channels 
that no such problem really exists. Go to the hospital m 
the morning, Tuesday through Friday. Present 
yourself at the Ambulatory Intake Desk. Tell them ym. 
wish to be evaluated as a “ possible herbicide exposure 
victim . . . AGENT O RAN G E ."

1)0 NOT lake your service coords to the liospu.i.
DO take a pen and pad o f paper. 1)0 take this 
checklist, a list o f  “ symptoms," and the unto 
requesting test results. During the intake ptncess jo u r  
recoids should be identified with an orange card or 
other means o f identification showing you to be an 
AGENT ORANGE test person. Expect to he given a 
questionnaire which von must fill out. Any questions 
that cannot be answered with CERTA INTY (such as 
"whore and on what dates were you exposed?"), 
should l*! answered with the following:

“ I will answer this question in a written statement to
lie submitted at a later da te ."

YOU M UST  M A K E  A NOTE Ol-' U H i t  l i  y 
QUESTIONS YOU NEED TO AN.SW EP. I.A ! I U.

When seen by a doctor (or physicians’ uvnst.m il, 
write down his or her name, explain that soil have ha.i 
problems and give them a copy o f your “ symptoms." 
Have the list o f "symp tom s" entered into your 
medical record. When finished lot the day, proceed to 
the Records Release Office at the hospital. Request



t lm  i copy o| ;iny c u i v  on yum medical records Irom 
Hi i I iv *•'* Im tii .h* I lo VMi. (Vmi <//c .ililc lo receive 

!i inl'M malioii I)', .leniii)! a release I'oim.) ( I his is 
inn " i 1 *’ii m.d.e •mh' m i i i  eel lliese copies eveiy lime 
s n i". to the hospital.J When such copies arc made 
availahle, ymi should give the worker l lic note 
requeuing lh.it copies o f IT,ST KKSUI.TS from that 
das's resting he U n w a n t e d  lo your home address. lie 
sure lo note the times and dates o f any future ap­
pointments lor I in I her resting.. Make notes on specific 
tests which you arc given lo future follow-up.

Another word o f advice: Go lo the VA Hospital during 
the first part o f the month.

The second step is filing your d isabil ity cla im. A 
number o f organizations arc in the process o f putting 
together self-help guides; next month's N e w s l e t t e r  will 
detail the procedures and give advice on dealing with the 
differences between VA policy and reality. At this point, 
i t ’s important to know that your service records will be 
needed i f  you file a claim. Your records can be obtained 
from the Records Center in St. Louis by fill ing out a 
Standard Form 180 (which can be gotten from most 
community veterans organizations or from the DAV rep 
at the VA hospital). 1)6 NOT file in Agent Orange claim 
until you've gotten your service records F IRST.

I f  you're in contact with a veterans organization 
working on the Agent Orange issue, get back to them and 
let them know how you were treated at the VA hospital. 
This is the only way the organizations can continue 
monitoring the hospitals to make sure they comply with 
their own regulations and provide adequate care.

—Mimi Yahn

Legal Updates

Pesticide Suit in Culiforn iu

On February 5, I9S0, a major lawsuit was filed in San 
Francisco Superior Court against the Californ ia 
Department o f Food and Agriculture for allowing the 
presence o f harmful pesticides in food. Filed by a 
coalition of 14 health, environmental, and labor groups, 
three farm workers, two doctors, and Assemblymen Art 
Ag.nos (S.F.) and Ari Torres (I.,A.), tlte suit challenges 
the Department's standards o f "tolerance levels" in food 
for pesticides that cause birth delects, cancer, sterility, 
and mutations.

The current standards are based on the assumption 
that an average person weighs 132 pounds and eats no 
more that: 7.5 ounces per vettr ol a given I nut or 
vegetable that has been sprayed with pesticides. These 
pesticide residue standard, do not take into account 
children, who weigh less than adults, >i people such as 
la t '" workets, who are exposed to additional levels of 
pesticides at work.

The suit also challenges the Department's inadequate 
food monitoring system, that can only detect 25 percent 
o f ' ->eslicidcs with tolerance level Mandat.''., and its 
fait ., . o test many Oi these pesticides lor heir car­

cinogenic, mutagenic, or birth-d'-ln.'tniug u l ' x t s .  I he 
m i i i  asks that no pesticide lie a l l o w . - 1 u, a.ml • L 
tests are done, and that the Cah lom ia Dej .. i iinvnt of 
Food and A ioicu llure he burred Irom allow;!!!1 i-.li 
harmful pesticides in food.

Class-Aclin/i Suit 
Against Chem ical Com panics

More than 600 veterans have joined the e!as,-action 
lawsuit against six chemical companies since me suit was 
first filed on January 8, 19.79, by attorney Victor John 
Yannacone, Jr. The suit, filed in U.S. District Court in 
Westbury, Long Is land, seeks damages from Dow 
Chem ica l Company, Hercu les , In c . ,  Thompson- 
Hayward Company, Diamond-Shamrock Corporation, 
Monsanto Company, anu Uniroyal for the adverse ef­
fects c l  dioxin on veterans, their families, and unborn 
generations. Thus far, Yannacone, in conjunction with a 
consortium o f lawyers, has filed the suit in the district 
courts o f approximately 20 cities.

Some developments since the suit was first fiied arc as 
fo llow:

'• On August 15, 1979, U.S. District Court Judge 
George Pratt in Westbury denied all motions by the 
chemical companies to dismiss ih<» class action suit; he 
also denied another motion by the chemical companies to 
bar Yannacone from talking about the case with 
reporters or veterans groups.

• On Novcmcbr 23, 1979, Judge Pratt ruled in favor of 
the suit b, bringing it to federal rather than the state 
courts. Federal law, which will row apply, is felt to be 
more favorable than many state statutes. •

• In early January 1980, the chemical companies tiled 
legal briefs making the U.S. government a tnird parts in 
the liabil ity suit, charging that the government was 
"reck less" in its use o f the chemicals. According to Phil 
Schneider,, a Dow spokesman. "W e  still believe that 
Agent Orange cannot cause the damages c la imed ." He 
further claimed that Dow was not allowed to apply 
warnings to labels on Agent Orange eannisters or instruct 
government personnel in the "p rope r"  use o f the 
chemicals.

• In 'ate January 1980, Judge °ratt ruled that 
videotaped testimony will be adm iss i j lo ; the videotaped 
testimony o f  veterans who may die before the suit f inally 
comes l.) trial will have more impact than a posthumous 
wiitten statement.

• On February 24, 1980, a group o f  Australians who 
served in Vietnam filed in U.S. District Court in We.t- 
hury, thus joining the class-action suit. The pla intilfs , 
Vietnam Veterans Action Association o f Australm, 
rcpicscul the first of 650 claims to be tiled by Austra lian s 
Vietnam veterans.

It is expected that the suit w ill co to trial by September 
1980 and, if successful, the individual damage c l a im s  will 
be iriec in early 1981. Ultimately, it is fell that a trust 
fund wilt be set up from the profits o f the six chemical 
companies to compensate all those affected by Agent 
Grange.
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'C h ’s'. !• lintt A n il Agilinst the IVI

I I  M.uji'ir.il V c l i i . t i i/  l a w  ( t i l le r in Washington, 
!).( . hi I i elas. a'.lnui mi i i  mii May 31, 1979, against llie 
VA I mi l.ii lure in publish a Ju-ilay notice in (lie li.m.KAi. 
Km .r .n r . o| it', Agent ( Irunge Program ( iu ide. The 
Progrum (tiiir lr , issued on April 17, 1978, in the 
P e t 'n iu  ul ol V i l a  m . Benefits' "Ra t ing Practices and 
Procta lu ics ," stales that "Except lor a skin condition 
known as chloracne, i l ie ie are presently no firm data lo 
incriininate the herbicides as causative agents o f any 
other known category ol disease or chronic symptom ."

Disability claims against Agent Orange— for a range of 
health problems including organic diseases, nervous 
disorders, muscle and jo int disorders, psychological 
disorders, and various cancers—have thus far been 
denied on the basis o f the present Program Guide, in 
addition, the burden o f proof is placed on the veteran: 
"N o  special procedures will be initiated for these claims. 
Instead, each case will receive a thorough development o f 
all available evidence. This will include a request to both 
the veteran and the service department to furnish 
verification o f exposure to herbicides, .lie extent and 
duration thereof, and the dates on which such exposure 
occurred ."

As for the children o f Vietnam veterans with defor­
mities, the Program Guide slates, "A  veteran's claim 
alleging herbicide related genetic damage based upon 
damage or defect in the veteran's child will be ad­
ministratively disallowed since Title 38 U.S.C. makes no 
•provision for such claim.

Il has been the VA's standard procedure to publish all 
changes o f rating and benefits procedures in the F e d e r a l  
R e g i s t e r  30 days prior to taking effect for public 
comment. Failure lo do so in the ease o f the Agent 
Orange Program Guide represents the first ' reach o f this 
stated policy which, the class action suit contends, places 
the VA under liabil ity by their own regulations.

Legislative Updates
Agent Orange Hills

On February 28, 1980, the l.os Angeles County 
Vietnam Veterans' Advisory Commission submitted a 
bill to the l.os Angeles County Board o f Supervisors that 
would establish an Agent Orange Comr ission. The bill — 
similar to the one introduced and passed in the New 
Jersey State Legislature last summer and introduced in 
the Ill inois State I cgislature last fa l l—would direct the 
Agent Orange Commission to "s tudy  the effects o f Agent 
Orange and other defoliants on Vietnam era veterans, 
determine the variety and extent ol infirmities caused by 
expos lie , gather information, disseminate '• idings to 
appropriate public agencies, and coordinate with private 
and feci -ml agencies independently engaged in the study 
of the eflec ls o f Agent Drang

The Commission, to be composed of u least eleven 
mcmhots, a iiiu iority o f whom will be Vietnam era 
veterans, will work with the California Department of 
Veterans Affa irs and will report back to the State 
Legislature alter 24 months with its findings and 
recommendations for further legislation.

The Los A r  eles County Board o f Supervisors adopted

the bill unanimously in mid-March, and will n.> •. imd an 
author in introduce the hill to the S la v  I -.'"i swine-

U ii March 6, 1980, a similar Aeent Oi.n.. 'all v. ; 
introduced to the California State l.e ■: ia t.rc 
Assemblyman Patrick Nolan (L.A.). A s s e m n l y  B i l l  J n . v i  
would also create an Agent Orange Corn,a.••■■■■ ' iw  
svould be composed o f six members, wnii at I r e '  lout 
them being Vietnam lira vctei.n. Ai. • •>; i .i '.- i
responsibilities, the Committee v.ouid "serve a> a ceiitta! 
data hank I'm compiling all appropriate data icl.itin..’ to 
the effects o f Agent Orange," and would “ provide for 
the coordination o f  legal, medical, administrative, at..! 
social assistance to such veterans.” The Commit,ittee wiii 
report back to the State Legislature with recom­
mendations on needed legislation on or before January 3, 
1981.

The bill is currently before the Assembly Health 
Committee and is expected to be heard on April 10. The 
chairman o f that committee is Assemblyman Art Torres, 
and Assemblywoman Jean Moorhead is the vice- 
chairwoman. Other members o f  the committee are 
Assemblymen Art Acnos, Tom Bates, Gordon Duffy , 
Leona Egeland, Jerry Fclando, Bill Ivors, Dennis 
Mangers, Hcrschcl Rosenthal, and Maxine Waters.
Congressman Korman Warns 
Against Agent Orange

Congressman James Korman (Var, Nuys, CA) met 
recently with a group of Vietnam veterans to discuss 
Agent Orange, and promised to info im hi.s constituents 
by mail o f the issue. He urges other congressmen to do 
the same in their campaign letters. He also promised to 
provide an Agent Orange information desk in his office 
to be run by a Vietnam veteran.

Vietnam Era Veterans 
Agent Orange Act

On January 30, 1980, Congressman Tom Daschle (SDl 
and eo-sponsor George Miller (CA) introduced the 
Vietnam Era Veterans Agent Orange Act to the House o f 
Representatives, HR 6377, an amendment to Title 38. 
would place the burden of proof on the VA for service 
connection o f disabilities caused by exposure to Agent 
Orange.

Under the b il l , the VA would be required to establish 
regulations that would define conditions o f service- 
connected exposure'. In determining expo-tire, the 
regulations may not require j veteran to piovidc more 
iturn what is contained in the discharge papers, and “ a 
pie.siiniplion o f exposure" vs ill be established "when 
Department o f Defense records, information supplied by 
ilie veterans, and other information establish a possibility 
o f such exposure,”

If the veteran " is suffering from a disease developed to 
a It) per centum degree o f disability or moie . . . m k I. 
disease shall be considered to have been incurred in e* 
aggravated by such service, notwithstanding that there i'- 
iio record ol evidence o f such disease during the period o| 
se rv ice "  The VA will also be required to'establish 
regulations oi "what diseases medical research lias 
shown m..y he due to exposure to phenoxy herbicides 
c o n t a n i i . i L t e d  by dioxins,

T hc bill woulo also change Title 38 regulations on birth
4



d e l .  (s d i a l  cmr t-n i l y  d o  no t  a l l o w  c l a im s  ba sed  on 
(•-».< l i v  d am a g e  in i v e t e r a n '1, c h i l d .  The V A  w i l l  h r  
rv |•»i f I  i n  c s l a b l i . l t  t e r . u l a l i o n s  on  wha t  b i r t h  d e f e c t .
• ha l l  In- d e emed  . . .  t o be an  a e jMa va t i o n  o f  a p i e c x i s l i n r  
i i«|iu> M i l t c r e d  in l ine o f  d u t y  in the a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y ,  
n a v a l ,  or  a i r  • e r v i c c  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  w a r .

T h e  b i l l  is c u r r e n t l y  b e fo r e  the C o m m i t t e e  on  V e t e r a n s ’ 
A f f a i r s  o f  t he 1 l o u s e  o f  Repr e s en ta t i v e s .

Medical/Scientific Updates
Chicago Researchers 
Release Finding

M ed i c a l  r e sea r che r s  in C h i c a g o  have  r e po r t e d  f i n d i n g  a 
h i gh  i nc i d en ce  o f  a u t o im m u n e  a n t i b o d i e s  in the b l o o d  o f  
a n u m b e r  o f  V i e t n am  v e te ra n s  w h o  wer e  expo sed  to 
A g e n t  O r a n g e .  D r s .  M i t s u o  Y o k o y a m a ,  D ean  J a b s ,  a n d  
Y o s h i n o b u  M a t s u o  ha ve  been c o n d u c t i n g  im m u n o l o g i c a l  
b l o o d  tes ts o f  17 ve t e r an s  s i nce  l as t  f a l l  at t he Un i v e r s i t y

I I l l i n o i s  M e d i c a l  C en te r  in C h i c a g o .  C om p le t e d  in 
J a m m u ,  the s t u d s  l o u n d  a m a j o i i l y  o f  I he ve t e ra ns  to 
h a v e  a h i gh i n c i d e n ce  o f  these a n l i b .  l ies tha t  a re  fo rm e d  
ag a i n s t  t he b o d y ' s  o w n  ce l l s  a n d  react  w i th  " t h e  sm o o t h  
m u s c l e  a nd  nu c l ea r  c om po n e n t s  o f  t he i r  o w n  s y s t e m s . ”

A c c o r d i n g  to D r .  Y o k o y a m a ,  " I t ' s  v e r y  u n u s u a l  to 
f i n d  suc h  a h igh i nc i d enc e  o f  a u t o im m u n e  a n t i b o d i e s  in a 
g r o u p  o f  peop l e ,  e spe c i a l l y  whe n c o m p a r e d  to the genera l  
p o p u l a t i o n . "  -knother o f  the r e sea r che r s  po in t e d  ou t  that  
these smoo t h- in u sc l c  a n t i b o d i e s  a r c  f r e q u e n t l y  a s so c i a t ed  
w i t h ,  bu t  not p r oo l  o f ,  s e ve ra l  c h r o n i c  l i v e r  d i s ea ses .  
W h i l e  the pre sence  o f  s u ch  a n t i b o d i e s  is not  a m a j o r  
de f e c t  o f  t he im m u n e  s y s t em ,  she fel t  it was  " c e r t a i n l y  
s u s p i c i o u s . "

" O u r  i n a b i l i t y  to a s c c i i a i n  a n y  l ong- te rm p r ob l em s  
w i th  the im m u n i t y  s y s t em s  o f  these ve t e r an s  d o c s  not  
m e a n  that  they do n ' t  e x i s t . "  s a i d  Dr s .  J a b s  an d  M a t s u o .  
" W e  c o n d u c t e d  a few tes t s  on  a vcr\ sm a l l  g r o u p  o f .  
pa t i en t s .  A  m u c h  m o r e  ex t e ns i v e ,  l arge-sca l e in- 
v e s i i e a t i o n  is i i e u l e d

M i m i  Ya l i n  
W i t h  l han«. s  to J e f f  B u r k h a r d t  

M o n t e r e y  P e n i n s u l a  Co l l e ge

Dr, llogen Study

Dr .  G i l b e r t  Dog cn ,  o f  Ve t l i ne-Hot l i n c  in I l l i n o i s ,  has 
r e l ea sed  the l i u d m g s  o f  a t en-mou th  s t u d y  o f  78 V i e t n am  
ve te ra ns  w h o  wc te  expo sed  to A gen t  O i u n g c .  I n  a repor t  
p u b l i s h e d  I n  the Joo un a i  oi  m i  A s i i k i c a n  M i im cA i .
\smm i a i i o n  on  N o v em b e r  h i .  1979, |) ' ' ogen  repo r t e d  
n m lm g  v a r i o u s  s k i n ,  n e u ro lo g i c a l ,  g a s t r o in t e s t i n a l ,  a n d  
ps y cho l o g i c a l  p r o b l e m s  am o n g  the ve t c i a i t s

F i u l i l y - l i v c  per cent  o f  the v c k  ai ts o i f l e r c d  a t r e a t ­
men t- re s i s tan t  s k i n  r ash ,  wh i c h  w m  ag g r a v a t e d  by  
s u n l i g h t  in A3 pe rcen t .  T i n g l i n g  o c c u r r e d  in 55 pci  cent ,  
n u m bn e s s  in 60 pe rcen t ,  d i z z i n e s s  in 69 pe rcent ,  and  
a u t o n o m i c  i l y s c o n t r o l  in 18 pe r ccm P s y c ho l o g i c a l  
p r o b l em s  wer e  as f o l l ow s ;  de p r e s s i o n  (73 pe rcent ) ,  
s u d d e n  l oss  o f  m em o r y  (71 pc reen i ) ,  mah i l i l v  t o  con  
c c n t r a t c  (17 percent ) ,  v i o l en t  r age s  (4s percent|, and  
s u i c i d a l  a t t emp t s  (8 per cent ) .  Los s  o f  l i b i d o  o c c u r r e d  in 
47 p e r c e n t .  G a - n r o i n t e s im a l  c o m p l a i n t s  i n c l u d e d .

A n o r e x i a  (41 pe rcent ) ,  na use a  (59 pe rcen t ) ,  v om i t i n g  (13 
pe rcent ) ,  d i n t r l t c a  (51 pe rcent ) ,  c m  . i i pa t im ;  i 3! pi.-rcent), 
a n d  a b d o m i n a l  pa in  (24 pe rcent ) .  Hepa t i t i s  o c c u r r e d  in 
It) pe r c en t ,  a n d  j a u n d i c e  in 5 pe r c en t ,  ' f l u  . c  •. d e r a t e .  <tied 
o f  ca nc e r ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  10 percent  we r e  be in g  t r e a t e d  fo r  
canc e r . t
New S tudy by Dr. Tung

D r .  T o n  T h a t  T u n g ,  the V i e t n ame s e  s c i en t i s t  w h o  was  
r e sp on s i b l e  fo r  l i n k i n g  l i v er  c a n c e r  a n d  b i r t h  de f e c t s  to 
the u se o f  Age n t  O r ang e  in V i e t n am ,  ha s  r e leased the 
f i n d i n g s  o f  a new  s t u d y .  F o l l o w i n g  hi s  v i s i t  to the Un i t ed  
S l a t e s  l as t  M a y ,  Dr .  T u n g  be g an  a s u r v e y  o f  N o r t h  
V i e t n ame s e  ve t e ra ns  w ho  h a d  g o n e  so u t h  to f i gh t  a n d  
then  r e t u rn e d  h om e  to the n o r t h ,  m a r r y i n g  w o m e n  w ho  
h a d  ne ve r  been expo sed  to  h e rb i c i d e s .  U s in g  ho sp i t a l  
s t a t i s t i c s  g o in g  b a c k  to 1975, h i s  f i n d i n g s  s h ow  an  
u n u s u a l  n u m b e r  o f  b i r t h  de f e c t s  a n d  m i s c a r r i a g e s  when  
c o m p a r e d  to  the gene ra l  p o p u l a t i o n .

I n a s u r v e y  o l  o n e  ho sp i t a l ,  m i s c a r r i a g e s  o c c u r r e d  in 16 
percent  o l  t he c o up l e s  whe re  the h u s b a n d  ha d  been e x ­
posed  to zNgent O r a n g e ,  a n d  8.5 per cent  in co up l e s  whe re  
ne i t he r  the h u s b a n d  no r the w i f e  h a d  been e xpo se d .  The re  
we r e  no b i r t h  d e f e . t s  in the un c xp o s e d  co up l e s  a n d  a 4 ,ti 
percent  r a t e  o f  b i r d  de f e c t s  in c o up l e s  whe re  the h u s b a n d  
had  been expo se d  c i e .m g  the w a r .  I n a s u r v e y  o f  a n o t h e r  
ho sp i t a l ,  b i r t h  de f e c t s  o c c u r r e d  in 20 percent  o f  t he 
c o up l e s  w h e r e  the f a t he r  h a d  been  e xpo se d ,  a n d  there 
w c r c no b i r t h  de f e c t s  a m o n g  u n c x p o s e d  co up l e s .  D i e  
b i r t h  de f e c t s  th em se l ve s  we re  c o n s i d e r e d  to be h i u h l y  
u n u s u a l ;  in a d d i t i o n  to m a n y  po l y g c n e t i c  de f e c t s ,  t here 
w a s  an a b n o rm a l  f r e qu enc y  o f  b r a i n  de f e c t s .  Anon- 
ce pha l i a  ( l a ck  o f  b r a i n ) ,  l o r  e x amp le ,  u s u a l l y  o c c u r s  at  a 
f r e q u en c y  o f  on e  ou t  o f  e v e r y  2,777 b i r t h s ,  wh i l e  am o n g  
exposed  v e t e ra ns ,  t he  f r e q u e n c y  w a s  one  ou t  o f  e v e r y  350 
b i r t h s .

D r .  T u n g ' s  ea r l i e r  s t u d i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
r e c o gn i ze d ,  were  no t  we l l  r e ce i ved  in thi s c o u n t r y .  T h e y  
w c r c  c o n s i d e re d  to be ,  a m o n g  o t h e r  th in g s ,  " c o m m u n i s t  
p r o p a g a n d a "  a n d  l a c k i n g  i n any  f i rm  d a t a .  T h i s  s eems  to 
be the ease w i th  h i s lates t  s t u d y .  U .S .  s c i en t i s t s  have  
a l r e a d y  t e rmed  it " s u g g e s t i v e "  a n d  “ i n t e r e s t i n g , "  bu t  
f u l l  o f  " i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s . "

Dr. James Allen

Fo r  mo r e  t han  ten yea r s ,  Dr .  J ame s  R .  A l l e n  o f  the 
Un i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  ha s  been c o n d u c t i n g  s c i en t i f i c  
r esear ch on  the e f f e c t s  o f  d i o x in  on  ra t s  an d  mon k e y s .  
H i s  f i n d i n g s  h a ve  been c i t ed  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  a n d  he is to 
he a key w i tn e s s  in the c o m in g  F P A  ca n c e l l a t i o n  he a r i ng s  
on  2.4,5 I a n d  S i l v ex .

In the f a l l  o f  1978, an a s s i s t a n t  in hi s l a b o r a t o r y  wr  i le 
a l e t te r  to the  pe r sonne l  d e p a r tm en t  o f  the Un i ve r s i t v  o f  
W i s c on s in  c h a r g i n g  that  Dr .  A l l e n  h a d  v i o l a t e d  l e d c a l  
grant  r e gu l a t i o n s .  zM'tcr a p r c l i m m a i y  i n ve s t i g a t i o n ,  m e  ' 
U W  M e d i c a l  Sc hoo l  d e an  i nv i t ed  the f o rm e r  l a b  a'sisia. ,1 
l o  d i s cu s s  the ma t t e r  I t i r i h e r ; she d e c l i n ed  a no i i i m v .h I. 
l o o k  the ma t t e r  to  Se na t o r  W i l l i a m  P r o xm i r e .  P i o v im r e  
passed it on  l o  the In spee l o i  G en e r a l  o f  t he D e p a r tm e n 1 
o l  H e a l t h .  F d u c a l i o n ,  a n d  W e l f n r i .  a n d  I ron) there i 
went  l o  the Ju s t i c e  D epa r tm en t .

I n  O c t o b e r  1979, D i .  A l l e n  p l e a d e d  g tn l i s  u> u i i s a c
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p i f p i  1 . 1 'Mi i :  ;i i n i  ill I I I  M92 h u m  a f ede ra l  g ran t  for 
pi.r i m.'I < Mi I In i v  ii< ca-. jnns, h r  c o m b i n e d  a h i r un c s s  
t r i n  v .n i i  a sj . i  i n p .  each t im e  n i l 'mi i t im* expense  
v i ’i i i l i .  i ■. Ini  ilu* .ki h i p .  A s  a i cm i I i .  In- l ias  l ieei i  con- 
vic» I o l  c r im i n a l  c h a i g e s ,  is l a c i n g  6 m o n t h s  p r o b a t i o n ,  
a l i n e  o f  S-t.000. a n d  w i l l  r e s i gn f r om  i l i c  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
W i s c o n s i n  in Ju ne .  A n d  D o w  Che in c i a l  ha s  gone  in to  
h i gh  gear to d i s c r e d i t  D r .  A l l e n ' s  w o r k .

Claiming lliai the dioxin used in one o f  A llen ’s stuuies 
was contaminated with I ’C'U's, Dow says there are 
“ serious questions about the reliability o f any o f Dr. 
Allen's work. In addition, Dr. Allen's general credibility 
is impugned by his recent admission o f guilt involving the 
theft o f  government fund s ."

Considering that Dr. Allen is only one o f two 
researchers who will be testify ing for EPA in the 2.4,5-T 
and Silvex battle against the cheincial manufacturers, the 
timing cou ldn’t be better for Dow. Using Dr. A llen ’s 
personal misfortune, Dow’s lawyers told an EPA ad­
ministrative judge that A l len ’s "overa l l credibili ty and 
integrity is suspect in light o f  his recent criminal con­
v ic t ion ."

This statement, o f course, assures us that neither the 
executives nor the scientists o f Dow Chemical have ever 
engaged in such activity. Moreover, Dow's many ac- 
tiv ii ics—such as withholding scientific studies from the 
public on the harmful effects o f dioxin, testifying 
publicly that dioxin causes no more than chloracne in 
their workers while their medical director privately in­
forms a group o f chemists o f the other health effects he 
has seen, barring unionization o f their plants in order to 
avoid complying with safety regulations, poisoning the 
waters and destroying ;he aquatic life o f the Tit- 
tahawassee, the Chippcw i, and the Saginaw Rivers near 
their Midland plant, knowing o f  the high levels and the 
harmful effects o f d io x i i  present in their phcnoxy 
products for at least twenty years before the government 
forced them to reduce su .h  levels, continuing the export 
and manufacture in o li icr countries o f phcnoxy her­
bicide1 containing frighteningly high levels o f dioxin, and 
shifting the blame on the government for "m isuse” of 
herbicide agents in Vietnam while neglecting to provide 
directions for "proper and sale use” —certainly do not 
raise any questions regarding Dow's overall credibility or 
intcgiity. After all , they've not been criminally convicted.

Organizations/L ocal Scenes
Nationa l Veterans' Task fo rce  
On Agent Orange'

f l ic  National Veterans' T.i'.k Force on Acenl Orange is 
a nationwide coalition o f  veterans, environmental, and 
other )•!oups working on the Agent Orange issue. I o iu u d  
in Inly 1979. their membership current's numbers 24 
organizations i licir purpose and goals ate as follows:
• To aid Vietnam veterans and their families affected by 

Agent < >innp *.
• To collect and develop statements trout Vietnam lira 

veterans regarding the use o f herbicides and other 
chemicals by the U.S. military.
• To staff and operate a coordinating office, to include a

h o t l i n e ,  i n h u m a t i o n  c l c a i i n g . l i o i i ' . c ,  b l . i . n y ,  m i  . i t 1 

d u p l i c a t i o n  s e r v i r  e ,  a n d  n e w s l e t t e r .
• T o  c r e a t e  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t e  m o d e l s  a n d  sm**** , ' n . i r ,  l o r  

s e i v i c e s  t o  t h o s e  a l l e c l e d .
•To stimulate the Veterans Adifiinisiiuiion. la­
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, the t.oiu'ress. 
and other government agencies to take appropriate and 
timely action toward Agent Orange cL.:.i>.

• To provide public information and education r.c:- 
taining to Agent Orange, and othei residual dKubilitics 
due :o chemical exposure while in military service.
• To encourage the scientific community to conduct 
studies on the effects of Agent Orange in a factual, 
balanced, and objective manner, and aid in the im­
plementation of such studies.
• To assist in the creation of legal strategics and to 
inform veterans of their legal rights and alternatives.
• To assist in the creation and permanent ban on the use 
of the components of Agent Orange: 2,4-D; 2,4,5-T; and 
TCDD.

• To establish a linkage with environmental groups anti 
other veterans groups working on this issue or allied 
issues.
• To encourage the passage of favorable legislation.
• To raise funds for these e idcavors..

Regional Conference 
fo r  Vietnam Veterans

From January! 1-13, 1980, the University Veterans o f 
Eugene, Oregon, sponsored the First Western Regional 
Conference for Vietnam Veterans. The purpose o f the 
conference was " to  unite veterans and Vietnam Veteran 
.self-help organizations for the purpose o f sharing in­
formation, and to establish a power base o f  Vietnam 
Veterans organizations to effect humanistic change 
legislatively, politically, and soc ia l ly ."

The three-day conference included forums on Agent 
Orange, the draft and recall o f  veterans, delayed stress 
response syndrome, women as veterans and as part ikv 
o f  veterans, minorities and the third world, discharge 
upgrading, joos, funding resources, and networking.

At the close o f the conference, a policy statement was 
issued that called for immediate action by Congress and 
the VA on Agent Orange and delayed stress, and opposed 
all legislation call ing for reinstitution o f the draft and the 
recall o f  veterans.

The conference was considered a tremendous success, 
and University Vets plans to sponsor a second conference 
in the near future.
Winter Soldier Archives

In January, Clark Smith established the Wintet S o k l i c i  
Archives Former' > the editor o f The A lly , Smith has 
written a number of pieces on Vietnam veterans, .:i 
eluding "B ro thers ."  an oral narrative ot the b L .k  <.*- 
pcricuoe during the Vietnam War, "O ra l History a'- 
T h e rap y ,"  which appeared in Charles . F’ i r l e y ’ v 
"Strangers at Home," and "Mar ine  D o v e s  and the 
Baffled Brass," which appeared in the September 1970 
issue of The Notion.

The purpose o f the Winter Soldier Archives is " to

6



ra t l in  materials l i .un  Vietnam veterans in order to 
i v  a Imdv ol In i hand knowledge o f the Vietnam 

v. a and pusi-u ir, to t neoiiraj'e research into the human 
exp •rn’iice ol the wat and post-war periods, to incicast 
I ihiic awareness o f iiic veteran’s experience, and to draw 
alienated veterans within llie orbit o f a positive 
humanistic em'e .. "

I lie materials gathcted for the Archives include oral 
h is to ry in terv iews, photographs, letters, d ia r ies , 
newspapers, and oilier items collected from veterans. In 
addition, the Archives will soon begin publishing a 
quarterly journal that will feature individual veteran’s 
experiences. This publication, as well as an index o f  the 
Archives holdings, will be available to libraries, research 
institutions, and other subscribers.

Other activities o f  the Archives will include public 
exhibits o f such materials as photographs and workshops 
involving veterans, scholars, and the public to promote 
discussion and education on veteran-related issues.

"  Politics o f  Pesticides ”
Conference

The Coordinating Committee on Pesticides sponsored 
a two-day conference on "The Politics o f Pesticides" at 
the University o f  California, Berkeley 011 March 29 and 
30. Key speakers included Dr. Barry Commoner, Dr. 
Samuel Epstein, and Anthony Mazzochi, Director of 
Health and Safely o f the Oil, Chemical and Atomic 
Workers International Union.

The conference focused on "the growing misuse of 
pesticides," which has become "a  serious and widespread 
threat to the public health and the environment. 
Pesticides are being found in our food, water, home and 
workplaces. The threat o f pesticide poisoning could be 
cut in ha lf by the use o f existing economically viable 
alternatives, saving $10 per year for every man, woman 
and child in California. This conference [described| the 
health and environmental dangers o f  pesticides. Con­
cerned citizens from all over California and the Nor­
thwest (came| together to talk about what can be done 
and how to do i t . "

In addition to the key speakers, the conference in­
cluded panels 011 such topics as the Northwest an- 
tiherbicide movement, alternatives to pesticides and 
herbicides, and educational workshops, including a 
workshop on veterans and Agent Otungc. A lso included 
in the program was the film "A  Plague O 11 Our 
Ch i ld ren ," a benefit performance by the San Francisco 
Mime tump of "W e Can't Pay? We Won't Pay!," and 
satirist Darryl Hcnriqucs (aka Joe Carcinoitenni aka The 
Purple Poisoner) who emceed the Agent Orange Benefit 
on lanuary 7. 1980, for the Agent Orange Veterans’ 
Advisory Committee.

The conlcteiice itscll was a memorial l«>r Dr. Robert 
Van den Bosch, who died m November ol I97S. Dr. Van 
den Bosch was a noted -•ninmologtsi and author o f  a 
i u i h i ' h t  of books, including "The Pesticide Con- 
s p it . icy ."
,-ijpf'i/ Orange
Veterans' A dvisory Committee

The Agent Orange Veterans' Advisory Committee held 
a presentation 011 dioxin for the medical field on 
7

February 9 and If), 1980. Speaking lic lorc tise dnetois 
anil representatives o f various clinics were D i . fodco ii 
I ct/, Steve /.olotli, M imi Ynhn, lint Janko 1! Cuni ;> 9) 
and Jack McCloskcy (February 11).

The purpose o f the presentation was :o kicx o f f  a hr.ie 
outreach program that would provide in lormation, 
medical care, counseling, and referral tor anyone ex­
posed lo  phcnoxy herbicides. Separate intake sheet, will 
be provided to all participating clinics in order ro aotain 
information from patients on possible exposure through 
military service, occupation, or any oslier manner. It is 
hoped that the examining physician will be able to 
correlate specific health problems with past exposure to 
phcnoxy herbicides, and conduct tests not normally 
included in a standard examination (si.g. liver dysfunc­
tion, tumor/cancer screening, etc.). It is also hoped that 
the data collected from the intake sheets w il l show the 
connection between exposure to phenoxys and the 
syndrome of health effects in three separate populations. 
The intake sheets arc designed to gather information on 
exposure to any chemical or radiation, thereby isolating 
and identifying the specific health effects o f exposure to 
phcnoxys.

Another aspect o f the clinic outreach program is 
getting the word out. It is standard policy for clinics to 
provide information on cancer, DES, VD. and a variety 
of other health problems; information on Agent Orange 
and all phcnoxy herbicides should be provided in tire 
same 'manner. Exposure to these chemicals, and their 
health effects, arc far more extensive ihan most peop le- 
including those in (lie medical f ie ld—are aware of.

The evidence gathered from the intake sheets wall he 
used to apply pressure on public and private health 
agencies to realize the widespread hazard to the public 
and the need to begin working on treatment.

" I Vital You Gonna Do 
About M e”

(The above quotation comes from the song, "What 
About Mg?” , sung by Richie Havens. This column is for 
the personal stories o f veterans; please send us yours .— 
Mimi Yahn)
I was a Marine, so I was out there in the field. I saw 
planes spiaying the forests we had to go into. No one 
talked about Agent Orange: there were 110 warnings—not 
a word. The way I was exposed, I th ink, was by drinking 
water from streams and bomb craters in the forests that 
were sprayed. Now I've got a skin rasli for just about 15 
years. The VA gives me forty-four dollars a month — 
about as much as I could get if I went around collecting 
pop bottles. They won't call the rasli chloracne, though 
they can't say what it is. They also can't explain the 
tingling and numbness in my hands and feet, (lie bloa* \l 
foiling in my stomach, nor the artl iru ic pains 111 my 
joints . For forty-four dollars I guess they hope I ’ll 'imt v 
up and go away. Well, to hell with them. I f  enough ol us  
get together, (heir attitude will have to change.

—Veteran from Oakland. California

As a medic in the infantry, 1 was exposed to Agent 
Orange the same way as any other grunt. I was in forests



.uni im H r ,  mat vu te  heavily spt.ivoil. I drunk watei 
v . l r i v  I it Mild I im I it--Irom streams. Irom bomb
li-Is-is I i o i m  any m m i i c o  that am ik l l i l l  a canteen. 
I ’.i'fnte . I’ liiam I w,r. li'-.illliv, untiling uumi*. Indav I 
lutv' ni<•’v lieall li prol'iems than I care lo talk about. I'm 
like a Ini  ol vel-'iaiis vslm wonder where they'll be live or 
ten years Irom now. I hey tell ns (here's no treatment, no 
antidote lm Agent (Jiange, Well, are they looking hard

lot one? And paying disabil ity in the meantime? As iat as 
I can see, they are shuff l ing their papers. I hr lev, veteran. 
speak out and get organized, they’ll ignore us to the 
gtave.

’ . - Jim Janko
Oak lanJ, c-al.iornia

( This first issue o f the A g e n t  O r a n g e  N e w s l e t t e r  is 
dedicated to Steve Hassna, who gave us the following 
poem.

Will people listen 
to the words 
you speak?

will they understand 
the feelings 
your  eyes portray?

of  the recognition 
o f  reality 

that  was bom in you 
as you walked 

upon the soil
of  Southeast Asia?

will they 
only hear the words 
as war stories 

never seeing
that
you don ’t 
glorify

what you say 
and miss 

the reason for 
the words

to show America 
and killing 

as one and all the same?

will it mean anything 
lo anyone 

tiiat
you stepped off 
n chopper 
in a jungle clearing 
landing zone 
blown there 
by bombs?

will they understand 
a hot  L.Z.

where the asian gecko
awaits
with its call that
taunts
in the night

uck you! uck you! 
it wails

or the A.K. 47
with its crack and 

green tracers?
(now the uck you lizard

won’t kill
but it will 

drive you nuts!)
the A.K. kills

and maims
no different 
from yours 

just pointed a
different way ...

will they believe you 
when you say 

“had to worry 
more about our own 
anyway’’

gunships missing
target

artillery missing
range

with 50% of all 
dead and w junded 
on 'Jnclc Sam’s 
head.

gunships killing you 
as they shoot 
at the holder of the A.K. 
or the holder of lire 

liberation flag 
or lire baby

suckling at its 
mother 's  breast

trnd her with a
bullet 
in her 
head.

I
t ha t ’s right 
I!

for if you

Well, America

don’t care if you 
don’t sec 
don’t feel 
don’t understand

at anytime 
in any manner 
had cared 
or seen 

I wouldn’t have to 
tell you

the reality
of the 

Southeast Asian soil.

for the fact is
Think hard, America

I am your only son.

—Steve Hassna 
(Copyright 1979)

3



( Y V / -  ,\cws

l.dn iund Ju t am

E d m u n d  J t i l o au .  v i ce-pres i dent  n f  A g c m  O r a n g e  
V i c t im s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  d i e d  o f  ca n ce r  o n  F e b r u a r y  3, 
I9S0. On e  o f  the c o - f o un de r s  o f  A O V I ,  he h a d  w r i t t e n  a 
p e t i t i o n  tha t  ha s  been  d i s t r i b u t e d  n a t i o n w i d e .  J u t e a u ,  
w h o  w a s  30-years-old, d i e d  o f  l y m p h o m a ,  c a n c e r  o f  the 
l ym p h  g l a n d s .

Veterans Protest 
Spraying in Oregon

O n  M a r c h  17 19S0, s ix v e t e ra n s  w h o  wer e  e x po s e d  to 
A g e n t  O r a n g e ,  o c cup i e d  l a n d  b e lo n g i n g  to the  B u r e a u  o f  
L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  i n O r e g o n .  T h e  ve t e ra n s ,  r e s i de n t s  o f  
A pp l e g a t e  R i v e r  V a l l e y ,  a r e p r o t e s t i n g  the  u se  o f  2,4-D 
oh the l a n d  ar id v o w  to s t a y  there u n t i l  s p r a y i n g  is 
s to p p e d .

Herbicides in Korea

F o l l o w i n g  r epo r t s  f r om  ve t e ra ns  a l l e g i n g  u se o f  
d e f o l i a n t s  in Ko r e a ,  C A V E A T  (Con c e r n e d  A m e r i c a n  
Ve te ra n s  A g a i n s t  T o x i n s )  a n d  the N a t i o n a l  Ve te rans '  
T a s k  F o r c e  on  A gen t  O r a n g e  f i l ed  a F r e e d om  o f  I n ­
f o rm a t i o n  A c t  r e qu e s t  t o o b t a i n  e v i d en c e  o f  such  
s p r a y i n g .  On  F e b r u a r y  15, 1980, i n f o rm a t i o n  was  
r ece i ved  tha t  r e ve a l ed  tha t  O r a n g e  (2,4-D a n d  2,4,5-T), 
B l ue  ( c a cod y l i c  a c i d ,  an  a r se n i c  c o m p o u n d ) ,  M o n u r a n  (a 
so i l  s t c r i l an t ) ,  a n d  2,4-D a l on e  to o k  p l a c e  i n K o r e a  f r om  
O c t o b e r  o f  1967 to s om e t im e  in 1969.

T h e  a v a i l a b l e  r e co rd s  s h ow  tha t  a to t a l  o f  23,687 acres 
svas s p r a y e d  ‘ ‘ b e tw een  the s o u t h  t ape o f  the D M Z  a n d  the 
c i v i l i a n  c o n t r o l  l ine  in 1 C o r p s  (GP)  a n d  F i r s t  R O K  A r m y  
a r e a s . "  T h i s  f i g u r e  is d e r i v e d  f r om  re co rd s  o f  sp ra y  
op e r a t i o n s  c a r r i e d  ou t  b e tw e en  O c t o b e r  o f  1967 a n d  J u l y  
o f  1968; h ow e v e r ,  as the D epa r tm en t  o f  D e f e n s e  s ta tes  
tha t  the " p r o g r a m  en d ed  in 1969," thi s l eaves  a gap 
be tween  A u g u s t  o f  1968 an d  an  u n s p e c i f i e d  p e r i o d  in 
1969.

A c c o r d i n g  to the Depa r tm en t  o f  D e fe ns e ,  I. ‘ .S.  i " t e e s  
" a d v i s e d  in the u se o f  h e r b i c i d e ' ; , "  a n d  " im  U.S. pci 
s onne l  a r c  k n o w n  to ha ve  been  a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  in the i r  
a p p l i c a t i o n , "  S u ch  a p p l i c a t i o n  " b y  h a u l  i t ra i ler- 
m o u n t e d  s p r a y e r s , "  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  oy  R O K  Forc e s .  It is 
r at k n o w n  h o w  m u c h  o f  the  c h em i c a l s  wa s  u s ed ,  not is it 
k n o w n  h ow  m a n y  o f  the U . S .  a n d  R O K  Fo rce s  m a y  have  
been expo sed ,  r e ga rd l e s s  o f  w h o  c a r r i e d  o u t  a c t u a l  a p ­
p l i c a t i o n .

Seveso Update

On F e b r u a r y  5, 1980, P a o l o  P a o l e t t i ,  c h i e f  en g i ne e r  o f  
the I C M E S A  ch em i c a l  p l a n t  in Se ve so ,  I t a l y ,  w a s  sho t  
and  k i l l e d  o u t s i d e  hi s h o m e  in M o n z a ,  I t a l y .  T h e  I C ­
M E S A  p l an t  w a s  the s i t e o f  an e x p l o s io n  on  J u l y  10, 
1976, tha t  de po s i t e d  an e s t im a t e d  5 p o u n d s  o f  d i o x i n  ov e r  
h u n d r e d s  o f  s q u a r e  m i l e s .  F o r  e i gh t  d a y s  f o l l o w i n g  the 
ac c i de n t ,  b o t h  the I C M E S A  p l a n t  a n d  i ts pa ren t  c o m ­
pa ny ,  H o f fm a n - L a  R o u c h e ,  kep t  s ecret  t he f a c t  t hat  
mo r e  than  17,000 peop l e h a d  been  e x po s e d  to d i o x i n .  By 
tha t  t ime ,  19 ch i l d r e n  h a d  been  ho sp i t a l i z e d  and  
t h o u s a n d s  o f  a n im a l s  a n d  b i r d s  h a d  d i e d .  T w o  we eks  
a f t e r  the ex p l o s io n ,  P ao l e t t i  a n d  t w o  o t h e r  c o m p a n y  
o f f i c i a l s  we re  a r r e s t ed  fo r  the i r  i n v o l v em e n t  in the cover- 
up .  E v a c u a t i o n  o f  the a rea  began  th ree  d a y s  l a t er .

O v e r  900 peop l e  we re  e v e n t u a l l y  e v a c u a t e d ,  1,500 
ch i l d r e n  sent  to s t a te  c amp s  fo r  the r em a i n d e r  o f  that  
s um m e r .  T w o  h u n d r e d  e igh t y- th ree  ac re s  we re  t u rn e d  
i n to  a w a s t e l a n d .  N u m e r o u s  s t r i k e s  b y  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s ,  
d e c o n t a m i n a t i o n  w o r k e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r s  
f o l l ow e d .  A b o r t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a re i l l e g a l  in I t a l y ,  b e c am e  a 
foca l  i s s ue t h r o u g h o u t  the c o u n t r y .

O n  M a y  19, 1977, Dr .  G u i s e p p c  G h e t t i ,  t he l oca l  hea l t h 
o f f i c i a l ,  was  sho t  in the l egs b e c a u s e  o f  i n a d c q a u t c  
p ro t ec t i on  f o r  w o r k e r s  a n d  re s i de n t s  ag a i n s t  i n d u s t r i a l  
po l l u t i on . '  f  .1 J u l y  10, 1977, the h o m e  o f  a H o f fm a n - L a  
R o u c h e  c r . p o r a t e  ex ec u t i v e  w a s  b o m b e d .  R e s i d e n t  o f  
t he a rea  i led su i t  ag a i n s t  H o f fm a n - L a  Ro u ch e ,  bu t  n 
one  has yet been b r o u g h t  to c o u r t .  M e a n w h i l e ,  a t t emp t s  
to d e c o n t am in a t e  the t ow n  o f  Se ve so  co n t i n u e .
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A rm :  Miasire Victims International
•12 W. .( I > Mi,rl

New V iM I, N V lOOIti
(212) 242 0-142
Frank McCarthy, President

C AV I iA  I' (Concerned American 
Veterans Against Toxins)

P .O . Box 3324 
Country Fair Station 
Champaien, IL 61802 
(217)356-7482 
Ron DeYoung

Coordinating Committee on Pesticides 
1507 Solano Avenue, #106 
A lbany , CA 94706 
(415)526-7141 
Mary Haan Shinoff,

Chairperson

Jeff Btirkltnrrit. Editor 
Veterans Cirai'-vme 
Monterey Pcnistila College 
980 Fremont 
Monterey, CA 93940 
(408) 649-1150. ext. 234

National Veterans' Task Force 
on Agent Orange 

P .O . Box B
Glen Carbon, IL  62034 
(314) 428-6534 
Jon Furst/Lanna Skadden, 

Co-Conveners

University Veterans A oeia'icm 
Suite 3, l i rb  Memorial L'tuon 
University ol f >rcr.<m 
Eugene, OR ‘>7401 
(503) 686-409S
Julian Camp or Russ Lmebargcr

Vetline-Hotline. Inc.
1195 Oxford Court 
Highland Park, 1L6COJ5 
(312)433-3721

Winter Soldier Archives 
2000 Center Street, Box 1251 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
(415) 549-0541; ext. 1251 
Clark Smith, Director
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AGENT ORANGE VETERANS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Project of Regional Young Adult Project 
944 Market Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94102

Non-I’r n f i l O ru. 
U . S .  I ' o s t a y c  

P A I D  
San F ran cisco . CA  
I ’c rm il N o . 11266
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