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MAn Act relating to the Alaska Energy Center; and providing for an
effective date."
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February 25, 1981

Hon. Mike Miller, Chairman
House State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Re: HB 64, Alaska Energy Center
Dear Mr. Chairman:

You have asked whether the proposed repeal of the
provisions of AS 46.12.050 in their entirety will impair
either the power of the governor to fill vacancies or the
authority of a quorum of the center®"s board to conduct busi —
ness when there 1is a vacancy on the board.

The answer to both questions 1is no. In the absence
of statutory or constitutional provisions tj the contrary,
the appointing authority --1in this case, tie governor --
always has the power to fill a vacancy in an office for the
remainder of the term of office. Likewise, absent some pro-—
vision to the contrary, a quorum of a committee always has
the authority to conduct business notwithstanding a vacancy

on the committee. Including express authority in a statute
is, therefore, unnecessary. Indeed, it tends to create con—
fusion: If express authority to do either 1is not included

in another statute, 1is one to infer that the authority does
not exist? For that reason, we generally recommend that
these provisions be omitted.

Sincerely yours,

WILSON L. CONDON

Assistant Attorney General
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