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u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and reports it b a c k  as follows:
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R u l e s  a l s o  h a s  a s e t  o f  f o u r  r e s o l u t i o n s  w h i c h  c a m e  o u t  o f  t h e  

s u b s i s t e n c e  s u m m i t  c o n f e r e n c e s  l a s t  fall:

H C R  5 1  a n d  H J R  76, w h i c h  u r g e s  A D F & G  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  
p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  p r o g r a m s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h  d e p r e s s e d  g a m e  

p o p u l a t i o n s ,  t o  c h e c k  i n t o  u s i n g  t h e m  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  

a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d  t o  u s e  l o c a l  h u n t e r s  a n d  t r a p p e r s  
t o  g e t  t h e  p r e d a t o r s .  G a m e  D i v .  is i n  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  b i l l  ( a e r i a l  w o l f  k i l l s ,  m o r e  m o o s e  f o r  h u n t e r s ,  etc)

H C ?  5 2  a n d  H J R  75, w h i c h  r e l a t e  t o  f i r e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,
u r g e s  D N R  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to c o n t i n u e  

s e l e c t i v e  f i r e  c o n t r o l  p r a c t i c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  " i n i t i a l  
a t t a c k "  o n  a l l  f i r e s .

(Rep. F a n n i n g  h a d  h o p e d  to s c h e d u l e  t h e s e  w h e n  T o n y  is o u t  o f  t o w n . . . . )
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BILL ANALYSIS

Fish and Game

Ip«"MI If*»lncip4l|

Resources Committee

am

HCR 52
0«|t«n'r>*ni Pr««hlon

Favor

. ; . r  __________ ) —  /
O vifloa^xwwl/ . / . ^  V/>* • *■ • r r N'

^Ronjiii .‘lur.icrvi J lo
0*r*
2/U/B2 .

CommlMlonw /// \ //

......... . ^ o sv v v . < - . //
0*t«

-/./ -''

COVf.KHOH'S  O F H C S  U»E

G Fothion ».«
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None

The Department strongly supports this rcmlucion; it would give strong 
backing to the current Department efforts ro work cooperatively both 
with the State Department of Natural Kesourr.es and with the U.S. Bureau 

of Land Management, and t,. a lesser extent Fish and Wildlife Service.

We strongly believe that the development of fire management plans which 
will provide for selective lire control and prescribed fires, uill not 

only result in the restoration of vast amounts of prir.e wildlife habitat, 
but will also save the State money by discouraging the unecossary fighting 

of wildfire that will not result i i damage to private property or tr 
other resources.1
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Requet l e d  by  7f.,*WUi7rJL 7777X7'
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I UNO INC (Thousands o f  L o l l  a r e )
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A l t h o u g h  t h e  H a b i t a t  D i v i s i o n  l i d l o v e t  t h a t  a f u l l  r a n g e  o f  f i r e  r j n a g t r e n  
o p t i o n s  ne e d  t o  h r  c o n s i d e r e d  I n  l a n d  n a n a g e o e n t  d e c i s i o n s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  
i s  p r e s e n t l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  r a k e  f i r e  r a n a q m e n t  r e c o r r e n d a l i o n s  f o r  p u r p o s e s  
o f  h a b i t a t  p r o t e c t i o n  o r  e n h a n c e r e n t . B e c a u s e  we c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  r e ( om -  
r e n j a t i o m  t o  l a n d  n a r . a q e n  t h r o u g h  r e t i r i n g  p l a n n i n g  and  c o o r d i n a t i o n  p r o  
t h e  D i v i s i o n  d o e s  n o t  r a p e d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  h a ve  a s i n n l f l e a n t  t r p a c t  
o n  t l >  o n g o i n g  w o r k l o a d  o r  f u n d i r iQ  n c u i r t - m t s  a t  t h i s  l i n e .
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 2 / 8 2
R e f e r r e d :  R e s o u r c e s

IR T H E  H O U S E  BY T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

HOUSE C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 52 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  <■? T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E COND  SESSION

R e l a t i n g  to h a b i t a t  management.

[BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

W H E R E A S  d i f f e r e n t  stages of e c o l o g i c a l  succession  f a v o r  d ifferent plant 

and w i l d l i f e  s p e c i e s ; and

W H E R E A S  in m a n y  parts of Alaska v e g e t a t i o n  in early stages of s u c c e s s i o n  

provides prime  food for many h i g h l y  v a l u e d  game and fur animals; a n d

W H E R E A S  fire h i s t o r i c a l l y  h a s  b e e n  the m a j o r  factor in causing b e n e f i c i a l  

labitat changes in large areas of the state; and

W H E R E A S  recent fire  control p o l i c y  g e n e r a l l y  has t :en to f o l l o w  the 

principle o f  "initial a t t a c k "  o n  fires w h e n e v e r  possible; and

W H E R E A S  this p o l i c y  bas r e s u l t e d  i n  s i g n ifi cantly less acreage b urned 

f ormally, c o m p a r e d  to the natural condition, as deter mined by studies of fire 

listory in Alaska; and

W H E R E A S  this c ourse  of e v e n t s  has r e s u l t e d  in s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less prime 

abitat for b r o wsing species a n d  their p r e d a tors in many areas of the jtate; 

and
I

W H E R E A S  d u ring the last three years the state and federal agencies  have 

developed fire m a n a g e m e n t  plans i n  Inter i o r  Alaska to e n h ance habitat i m p r o v e­

ment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  by providing for selec t i v e  fire control and p r e s c r i b e d  

[fires; and
11

25 •
W H E R E A S  the U.S. Forest Service has used prescribei burns or the Kenai

25
3‘en i n s’u i a  tr e n h a n c e  e x t r e m e l y  poor m o o s e  ranges; a n d

WELr.F.Ar ir m a n y  a r e a r  of t h e  stat-: vild. fir e ?  or p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n s  have-

•* ' % c  f* si r . . «* r* • r , . . . . .
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WHEREAS othir forms of habitat manipulation may in some cases also prove 

beneficial to wildlife populations? and

WHEREAS wildlife population increases resulting from habitat improvement 

can contribute to improved hunting and trapping by all resource users?

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature supports the efforts of 

state and federal agencies and private landowners to enhance habitatj through 

management programs, such as cooperative fire management planning, and other 

habitat rehabilitation efforts where ecologically appropriate; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Department of Natural Resources and other 

state agencies that deal with habitat mnagement are urged to continue 

developing p/ans for fire management, an I to include in their budgets sub­

mitted to the governor plans and funding requests that will fnsure the con­

tinuance of cooperative fire management planning and other habitat management 

programs.

A COPY of this resolution shall be sent to the Board of Game.
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