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Hr. Speaker:

The Committee on FINANCE has had HB 756

"An Act relating to the amount of money available for fire suppression; 
and providing for an effective date."

under consideration and
reports it back with the following recommendations:
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do pass [ ] do not pass
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reports it back without recommendation
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R e p l y  to 3210

Ted Smith, State Forester 
Dept, of Natural Resources 

Division of Forestry 

Pouch 7-005
Anchorage, Alaska 99510
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Dear Ted:

With the unusual weather Alaska has received so far this winter and if 

this pattern continues as such, an early *ire season can be expected. I' 
case this developes, I have directed the Alaska Avalanche and Fire 
Weather Forecast Center to plan on April 15th :oo start providing a fire 
weather forecast to all agencies for the Glennallen - Mat-Su - Kenai 

Peninsula - Iliamna Areas. April 15th is not a magic number and may vary 
depending upon the weather and the agencies needs. May 15th is still the 

target date for the normal statewide fire weather forecast start up 
unless the weather dictates an earlier time.

The fire weather forecast will be through the AFFIRMS. In addition, a 
written forecast will be provided which we hope will be available for 

accessing through AFFIRMS. The AA/FWFC and the National Weather Service 

is in the process of booking up software that will allow for transferring 
the written forecast straight f -om the NWS Prime Computer to AFFIRMS. If 
this doesn't work out then the written forecast will be available for 
accessing only from the Pk'ime Computer. No standup briefings or 

lightning detection information will be available for this early start up.

In order to get the system on line by April 15th, the effected agencies 
will have to start inputting their weather observations into AFFIRMS at 
least 7-1*1 days prior to this time. Otherwise for the first three - six 
days, the AFFIRMS output will not be accurate and probably misleading.

For the initial planning, the Center's Fire Weather Forecasting 
operations scheduale will be five days on and two days on call bo sis. If 
the fire weather dictates as such, the center will be manned on a seven 

day basis.



If you have any questions, please call Bob Thompson, AA/FWFC Lead 
Meteorologist or myself.

Sincerely,

WALLACE J. WATTS
Program Director, Alaska Avalanche & 

Fire Weather Forecast System

cc: Bob Thompson, AA/FWFC
Bob Janes, FS 

Richard Hanas, NWS 

Skip Scott



F e b r u a r y  11, 1982

S t a t e  o p  A l a s k a

O ' F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o e  L. H a y e s  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  Mr. S p e a k e r :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  art. Ill, sec. 18 o f  the A l a s k a  C o n ­
st i t u t i o n ,  I a m  t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r a i s i n g  f r o m  f i v e  
m i l l i o n  to t e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t h e  c e i l i n g  o n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  
m o n e y  t h a t  I m a y  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  t h e  r e s e r v e  f o r  e m e r g e n c y  
o p e r a t i n g  e x p e n s e s  a c c o u n t  t o  t h e  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  fund.

T h e  s t a t e  d o e s  n o t  p r e s e n t l y  h a v e  t h e  fu l l  c a p a c i t y  to 
p r o v i d e  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  a f i r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m a g n i t u d e  e x p e c t e d  to b e  n e c e s s a r y  b y  1985. T h e  l a n d  p r o ­
t e c t e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  n o w  a n d  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  is t h a t  
w h i c h  is o f  h i g h e s t  v a l u e  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y .  In  t h e  
e v e n t  o f  a m a j o r  w i l d f i r e  (l t a c o s t  o f  o v e r  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a d a y  
to f i g h t ) , t h e  c u r r e n t  f i v e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  l i m i t  w o u l d  b e  
e x h a u s t e d  i n  a m a t t e r  o f  w e e k s ,  l e a v i n g  the s t a t e  c r i t i c a l l y  
v u l n e r a b l e  d u r i n g  a v e r y  d r y  f i r e  s e a s o n .

A l a s k a ' s  w i l d f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is g r o w i n g  a t  a 
v e r y  r a p i d  r a t e  b e c a u s e  of  t w o  m a j o r  f a c t o r s :  (1) t h e  s t a t e
is a s s u m i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  m o r e  s t a t e  a n d  
p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  l a n d  w h i c h  w a s  f o r m e r l y  p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  
f e d e r a l  B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  u n d e r  a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  
t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d  (2) the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o n v e y i n g  l a n d  
to the s t a t e  u n d e r  t h e  s t a t e h o o d  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  s e l e c t i o n  
p r o c e s s  a t  a r a t e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  w h a /  h a s  b e e n  a n t i c i p a t e d .
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