


MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
T0 R o n a l d  J. S o m e r v i l l e  

D i r e c t o r  

D i v i s i o n  of Can

f r o m .R i c h a r d  H. Bi s h o p 

R e g i o n a l  Supervise 

D i v i s i o n  of G a m e  

D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  G a m e  

F a i r b a n k s

d a te : M a r c h  9, 1981

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO: 

SUBJECT:

4 5 2 - 1 5 3 1

A t t a c h e d  M e m o  o n  

W i l d l i f e :  A g r i c u l t u r e

I n t e r a c t i o n s

Ron, the a t t a c h e d  m e m o  c o n t a i n s  one t e c h n i c a l  r e f i n e m e n t  in it e m  I V ( A ) (2) 

to b e  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  r e g a r d i n g  b l u e t o n g u e  d i s e a s e  t han w a s  the f i r s t  

v e r s i o n  of the memo.

It m a y  b e  w o r t h w h i l e  to p r o v i d e  the H o u s e - R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a c o p y  of 

this c o r r e c t e d  v e r s i o n  to p r e c l u d e  a n y  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

E n c l o s u r e 0 .

cc: Coatly ^ }7  ? '
K'C-^ / • ■-
f  /  RECEIVED or DIVISION Of CAME

X  DIRECTOR -----
-7 " f  * DEP. OIR. -----

' -  'i/P CHIEF RES. --------
C  ^  BIOLOGIST  —

L./ MflH 1 2  ISdl
BIOLOGIST 
AOM. ASST. 
LIBRARY 
FILE 
OTHER

OPFICK

M6EIVE| |
™ MAR 16 1981 

DEPARTMENT OF FiiU AND GAi£

02 001 A(Rcv. 10/70)



MEMORANDUM•v «. *

State of Alaska
TO:

THRU:

FROM:

IK.-V. 5/75)

R o n a l d  J. S o m e r v i l l e  

D i r e c t o r

D i v i s i o n  of G a m e

R i c h a r d  H. B i s h o p  

R e g i o n a l  S u p e r v i s o r

J o h n  W. C o a d y  

R e s e a r c h  Coordina' 

D i v i s i o n  of Game 

D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish 

F a i r b a n k s

DATE 

FILE NO 

TELEPHONE NO 

SUBJECT

M a r c h  2, 1981

4 5 2 - 1 5 3 1

P o t e n t i a r ~ I m p a c t s  of 

I n t e n s i v e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t  o n  W i l d l i f e  

in A l a s k a

Thi s is to p r o v i d e  a n  o u t l i n e  of s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  xjhich have  

a l r e a d y  o c c u r r e d  or th it w e  sh o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  in the ne a r  fu t u r e  b e t w e e n  

a g r i c u l t u r e  and wi'.dl fe in Alaska. A  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  and f ully d o c u­

m e n t e d  d r a f t  re p o r t  or " w h i t e  pa p e r "  o n  this subj e c t  w i l l  be c o m p l e t e d  

soon.

I. I n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and w i l d l i f e  w i l l  occur.

A) T h e  h i s t o r y  of b o t h  f a v o r a b i e  and u n f a v o r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e s of

a g r i c u l t u r e  on w i l d l i f e  in N o r t h  A m e r i c a  is e x t e n s i v e l y  d o c u­

mented.

B) J m a l l  family f a r m s  g e n e r a l l y  benefit s o m e  w i l d l i f e  species, 

w h i l e  l a r ge  fields, crop m o n o c u l t u r e s , and l i v e s t o c k  g ra z i n g  

a d v e r s e l y  impact s e v e r a l  w i l d l i f e  species.

C) In Alaska, the b est a r ea s  for a g r i c u l t u r e  ar e  also frequ e n t l y  

the b e s t  for some w i l d l i f e  species.

II. W i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  w i l l  he impacted.

A) L o s s  or a l t e r a t i o n  of h a b i t a t  w i l l  o ccur through crop p r o d u c t i o n  

grazing, and use of herbicides.

1) T h i s  is a m a j o r  c a u s e  of w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s  in 

m a n y  a r e a s  of N o r t h  America.

2) Thi s m a y  c a u s e  m a j o r  impacts in A l a s k a  on some furbearer, 

moose, bison, b l a c k  bear, and small g am e  populations.

H) C o m p e t i t i o n  for forage ma y occur.

1) C o m p e t i t i o n  for some w i l l o w  s p e c i e s o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  m o o s e  

a n d  l i v e s t o c k  in s o u theast I d a h o  and J a c k s o n  Hole, and 

for h e r b a c e o u s  plants b e t w e e n  l i v e s t o c k  and b ison in m a n y

“areas i n c l u d i n g  Alaska.

2) C o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  l i v e s t o c k  and m o o s e  for some w i l l o w s  

a nd h e r b a c e o u s  forage is possible in Alaska.
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V. D i r e c t  m o r t a l i t y  to w i l d l i f e  w i l l  increase.

A) U n i n t e n t i o n a l  p o i s o n i n g  of w i l d l i f e  by fert i l i z e r s , h er b i cides, 

and p e s t i c i d e s  h a s  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to occur.

B) E n t a n g l e m e n t  in f e n c e s  w i l l  occur.

C) S h o o t i n g  of " n u i s a n c e "  a n i m a l s  and p o a c h i n g  w i l l  increase.

VI. M o v e m e n t s  of w i l d l i f e  w i l l  be a f f ected.

A) L e n g t h y  fences w i l l  c r e a t e  a p h y s i c a l  b a r r i e r  to l o c a l  m o v e­

me n t s  and s e a s o n a l  m i g r a t i o n s  of some species.

B) Struct ur e s ,  o p e n  fields, and i n t e n s i v e  h u m a n  a c t i v i t y  m a y  

c r e a t e  b e h a v i o r a l  barriers.

VII. A c c e s s - T r e s p a s s  p r o b l e m s  w i l l  increase.

A) A c c e s s  to or t h r o u g h  a r e a s  by h u n t e r s  and  t r ap p e r s  w i l l  be 

limited by a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .

B) T r e s p a s s  by o u t d o o r s m e n ,  p o s s i b l y  r e s u l t i n g  in v a n d a l i s m  and 

u n i n t e n t i o n a l  p r o p e r t y  d a m a g e  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e nt s ,  

w i l l  increase.

C) I m p r o v e d  public a c c e s s  v i a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  m a y c r e a t e  

n e w  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  c h a l l e n g e s  w h i c h  w e  should b e  p r e p a v e d  

to meet.

VIII. W e  should prov id e  for the o p t i m u m  s u s t a i n e d  u s e  of all n a t u r a l  

resources.

A) T h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  should b e  d e v e l o p e d  and e x p a n d e d  in 

Alaska.

B) P o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  sh o ul d  b e  d e l L b e r a t e  an d  o b j e c t i v e  and 

sh o u l d  st r i v e  for c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of soil, water, plant, 

and w i l d l i f e  r esources.

C) W i l d l i f e  losses and the loss of t r a d i t i o n a l  uses of w i l d l i f e  

can be m i t i g a t e d  w i t h  c a r e f u l  a s s e s s m e n t  a n d  planning.

D) W i t h  proper planning, a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  cun be c o m­

pat i b l e  w i t h  the l o n g - t e r m  w e l l - b e i n g  of m o s t  w i l d l i f e  p o p u l a­

tions in Alaska.
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