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I. R E Q U E S T
Bill/Resolution No. HOUSE BILL NO. 1 9 6  ( p a p;p i Q f 3 )

Title An Act relating to establishment of thirATasto State w eather rit ___
P r o g r am and Alaska State Climate Center      —

Requested by the Rules Committee by Request of the Governor Datei "

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected U n iv e r s i ty  o f  A l a s k a   ______________________________
Program Category Affected P u b l ic  In fo rm a t io n  S e rv ic e ________________________________ ________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram^' Affected Org. R e sea rc h ,  A r c t i c  E n v iro n m e n ta l  I n f o  s l i a t a  Ch 
(Note: If more than one budget component is affecte'd, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  S I F Y  8 2 F Y  8 3 F Y  8 4 F Y . 8 5 . F Y  8 6

1 0 0 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 77.7 • 83.2 8 9 . 0 101.9

? 0 0 T R A V E L 6 . 8 7.7 8 . 8 3 0 .0 11.4

300 C O N T R A C T U A L 18.7 2 1 . 3 8 27.7

400 C O M M O D I T I E S 6 . 6 . . . 5.2 5 . 9 6 . 7 7.6

soo E O U I P M E N T .  £ . 5 2.9 1 . 6 1 . 6 1 . 6

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S •

700 G R A N T S .  C L A I M S .  E T C .

T O T A L 114.0 117.7 1 2 6 . 6 1 3 7 . 8 15 0 . 2

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D 114.0 117.7 1 2 6 . 6 1 3 7 . d 150.2

E L D E R /  L F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source)

PO SITIO N'S

F U L L  T I M E  * 3 3 3 3 3

P A R T  T I M E _ 1 . . 1 ....... i ______ 1 i

T E M P O R A R Y

* 0 f these, one position is new

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

This bil l  establishes formally a state w e a t h e r  and c l i mate p r o g r a m  to 

rec o g n i z e  and improve the existing p r o gram and develop a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  
elements.

Since July of 1973 the University of A l a s k a ' s  Arctic E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  

and Data Center has absorbed the costs of public c l i mate i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  

p r e v iously furnished b y  the National W e a t h e r  Service's r e g i o n a l / s t a t e  c l i m a t o l o g y  

program. During FY81 the center dedi c a t e d  7 m a n  m onths to this e f f o r t .
D ue to increasing demand for such services caused by b o t h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

p ’ivate interest in alternative energies, resource d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  

etc., the need arises for an increase in the level of e f f o r t  b y  2 1  m a n  m o n t h s ,

(see a t t a c h e d  page 2 )

IV. D A T E  Febr u a r y  4, 1 9 81 P R E P A R E D  B Y  WiTly E. R e n s e n b r i n k _________________________

A G E N C Y  A r c t i c  Envir o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  a nd Dat a  

Original: Legislative Finance Center, U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a

cc: Budget and Management PHONE: 279-4523

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator N a m e d )

33-001 (Rev. 1 2 / 8 0



*
—

making for
dollar‘figure is based on 6 additional turn months for a combination of 2 
atmospheric scientists, 8 additional man months of a science technician, 
and 6 man months for a new position of data control clerk.

This will also provide for increased user oriented services through* design 
of wind data summaries for wind power; environmental data information specifically 
for solar energy; climatic data information for construction design planning, etc.; 
initiation of summaries and the extension of record periods of existing summaries 
by computer processing of voluminous raw data.

Y e a r s  subsequent to F Y 8 2  ha v e  b e e n  estimated by us i n g  a  1 7 . i n c r e m e n t  f a c t o r  ill 

p e r s o n a l  s^ivices and a 14% inflationary factor in travel, c o n t r a c t u a l ,  a n d  

commodities. T h e s e  factors w i l l  b e  subject to changes i n  t h e  a c t u a l  p r i c e  
structures.
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BUDG E T A R Y  BACK-UP F O R - FY82 PROJECTED

P E R S O N A L  SERVICES; 

(incl. Staff Benefits) M A N  M O N T H S  T O T A L  

FY81 G F  R F  FY82 G F  R F  T h i s  b u d g e t  G F

J. Wise, Atmosph.Sci.

A. Comiskey, Atmosph.Sci. 

R. Becker, Sci. T e c h n i c i a n  

D a t a  Control C l e r k  Gr. 12

4 8
1 5
2 10

9 3

3 3

10 2 
6 6

5 

2 

8
6

Total P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

A m o u n t

29,070

1 0 , 7 1 2

22,504

1 5,438

77,724

TRAVEL;

I n-State Meet i n g s  & Conferences 

O u t - o f - S t a t e  M e e t i n g s  and Confs.

2 ?6D0
4,000

Total T r a v e l 6,800

CONTRACTUAL:

Pr o g r a m m i n g  Consultant 

Dup l i c a t o r  rental 

M i c r o f i l m  services 

Comp u t e r  charge s / t i m e  sharing 

Communications

E quipment m a i n t e n a n c e  and misc,

5,700

2,050

1,900

2,300

3,250

1,200
Total C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s 1 6 , 4 0 0

COMMODITIES:

Cl i mate data a c q u i s i t i o n  

O f f i c e  and computer supplies 

S t o rage boxes und misc.

1,220
2,300

580

Total C o m m o d i t i e s 4,600

EQUIPMENT:

Computer 1/0 e q uipment 

Mi c r o f i c h e  & tape storage cabs, 

Calculator

6,800

1.150

550

Total E q u i p m e n t 8,500

T O T A L  PROJECTED FY82 EXPENDITURES $ 1 1 4 , 0 24



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J i m  D u n c a n  
S p eak er of the H o u s e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  99811 

D e a r  Mr. Speaker:

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of art. Ill, sec. 18, o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
Constitution, I am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a state clima te and w e a t h e r  p r o g r a m  a n d  
a state c l i m a t e  center. This bill w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  in the last l e g i s l a t u r e  as H E  413. T h i s  
v e r s i o n  is v i r t u a l l y  ident ical to the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
Co m m i t t e e ' s  C S H B  413.

The p r o g r a m  w o u l d  b e g i n  w i t h  the p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a p lan,  
u p d a t e d  on a b i e n n i a l  basis, for the a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  d i s­
semi n a t i o n  of c l i m a t e  r e l a t e d  data and i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  
p l a n  w o u l d  i n clude an a s s e s s m e n t  of the s t a t e ' s  c l i m a t e  
data and i n f o r m a t i o n  needs, a b a s i s  for e s t a b l i s h i n g  
p r i o r i t i e s  a m o n g  t h e ^ e  needs, and a p r o p r a m  f o r  
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  m e e t i n g  t h e s e  
needs. A  S t a t e  C l im ate F l a n n i n g  A d v i s o r y  G roup, c o m p o s e d  
o f  m e m b e r s  from o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  climate, 
re l a t e d  i n f o r m a l  ■'n and data and from the p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  use this i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w o u l d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in p r e p a r i n g  and u p d a t i n g  the plan.

In o rder to i m p l e m e n t  the plan, the b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  the state c l i m a t e  c e n t e r  be e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska. The c e n t e r  w o u l d  o p e r a t e  a n d  
m a i n t a i n  a centra l r e p o s i t o r y  for i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  
r e l a t i n g  to the w e a t h e r  and climate o f  A l a s k a ,  p r o v i d e  
w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  aud t e c h n i c a l  
ad v is ory s e r v i c e s  to c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  u sers, a n d  
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  state and federal a g e n c i e s  in o r d e r  
to s a t i s f y  the i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  d i m .  t e  p r o g r a m  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of the N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  
P r o g r a m  Act.

In addition, the c e n t e r  w u u l d  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of A l a s k a ' s  c l i m a t e ;

V e e r  o  l  » . u v . i i w w  fc/



x e s e a r c n  a ;  " a s s e s s  m e  i m p a c t  o x  c x i m a u e  n u c x u d u i o i i a  o n  
t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of solar, wind, a n d  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s ;  
m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  the results o f  all r e s e a r c h  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  
the center; c o n t r i b u t e  to the g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
p u b l i c  on the climate  o f  the state; a n d  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o o p e r a t i v e  arrang e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
e n g a g e d  in c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  research.

T h i s  b i l l  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  Act, P u b l i c  L a w  95-367, u n d e r  
w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  m a y  b e  eligible to r e c e i v e  u p  t o  a 
50 p e r c e n t  g r a n t  to c o v e r  the c o s t s  o f  c o n d u c t i n g  
c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  studies and p r o v i d i n g  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  
services.

Sincerely,

J a y  S. H a m m o n d
G o v e r n o r



I n f o rm a t i o n  Conce rn ing H.B.. 196 
A Weather and C l im a te  B i l l

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  i s  p r o v ided  f o r  the  pu rpose  o f  a c c e l e r a t i n g  a c t i o n  
on H .B .  1 9 6 .  Many ma jo r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A la sk a  a r e  s t r o n g l y  a f f e c t e d  by  t h e  
wea the r  and c l im a t e ,  the  most n o t a b l e  a r e  the  a v i a t i o n ,  m a r i n e ,  and p u b l i c  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Numerous o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a f f e c t e d ,  and a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  
s u b j e c t e d  t o  the  g r e a t e s t  ex t remes o f  in c lemen t  weather  i n  the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

Th is  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  was p repa red  p r im a r i l y  by J im  W ise ,  S t a t e  C l im a ­
t o l o g i s t ,  and A1 Comiskey , A s s o c i a t e  i n  Atmospher ic  S c i e n c e s  a t  AEIDC.
Mr. Wise has  worked a t  AEIDC f o r  the l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  and f o r m e r l y  was a 
wea the r  o f f i c e r  w i th  the U .S .  A i r  Fo rce  f o r  22 y e a r s .  H is  l a s t  a s s ignmen t  
b e f o r e  r e t i r i n g  i n  1975 was as C h i e f  o f  Aerospace Sc ience s  i n  the  E l e v e n th  
Weathe r  Squadron a t  E l raendorf  AFB, which in c lud ed  be ing c l i m a t o l o g i s t  f o r  the  
A la s kan  A i r  Command and C h i e f  o f  t e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  A1 Comiskey r e c e n t l y  
r e t i r e d  f rom the  p o s i t i o n  o f  C h ie f  o f  Env i ronmen ta l  S e r v i c e s  f o r  th e  N a t i o n a l  
Weather  S e r v i c e .  He has been in  A la s k a  f o r  25 y e a r s  p r e p a r i n g  f o r e c a s t s  o r  
a d m in i s t e r i n g  t o  f o r e c a s t  s e r v i c e s .

Background I n f o rm a t i o n  on A l a r k a ' s  C l ima te  Pr<igram

Fo r  a p p r o x im a t e l y  20 y ea r s ,  p r i o r  to J u l y  1973 ;he s t a t e  c l i m a t o l o g i s t  o f  the  
NWS, A la sk a  Reg ion ,  p tov ided  c l im a t o l o g i c a l  s e r r i c e s  w i t h i n  the  s t a t e  o f  
A la ska  f o r  use by commerce, i n d u s t r y , the s c i e n t i f i c  and e n g i n e e r i n g  communi­
t i e s ,  the g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  and f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and l o c a l  gov. rnment a g e n c i e s .  
NWS a b o l i s h e d  i t s  r e g i o n a l / s t a t e  c l im a t o l o g y  program in  1 9 7 3 ,  which meant 
e i t h e r  the l o s s  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  e n t i r e 1y o r  t r a n s f e r  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  the  
s t a t e s .  I n  some cases  s t a t e  agenc ie s  assumed t h i s  work ,  w h i l e  i n  o t h e r s ,  
s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o o k  on the p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  i n v o l v e d .  I n  A la s k a  the  A r c t i c  
E n v i r o nm en ta l  I n f o rm a t i o n  and Data Cen te r  (AEIDC) ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  began 
supp l y in g  many o f  the s e r v i c e s  f o rm e . l y  pe r fo rmed by the  NWS s t a t e  c l i m a t o l o ­
g i s t s .  S ince  then AEIDC has abso rbed the c o s t s  o f  p u b l i c  c l im a t e  i n f o rm a t i o n  
s e r v i c e s  which have no t  been y . p p e r l y  funded s in c e  the  f e d e r a l  government 
r e l i n q u i s h e d  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
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By mutua l  ag reement ,  the N a t i o n a l  C l im a t i c  Cen te r  (NCC), t h e  E n v i r o nm en t a l  
Da ta and I n f o rm a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( E D IS ) ,  and the  NWS p r o v i d e  c e r t a i n  w ea th e r  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  and c l im a t e  d a t a  l o g s ,  c l im a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and l i m i t e d  s e r v i c e s  
t o  AEIDC on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  AEIDC m a in ta in s  an A la s k a  c l im a t e  c e n t e r ,  which 
c o n t a i n s  c l im a t e  d a t a  on p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  t em pe r a tu r e ,  c l o u d s ,  w in d s ,  h u m id i t y ,  
s o l a r  i n s o l a t i o n ,  e v a p o r a t i o n ,  s o i l  t em pe r a t u r e s ,  and o t h e r  d a t a  s e t s .  The 
c l im a t e  c e n t e r  t a k e s  up an a r e a  o f  576 squa re  f e e t ,  and a  m i c r o f i c h e  r e a d e r /  
c o p i e r ,  wo rk space ,  and a s s i s t a n c e  a re  p ro v id ed  t o  i t s  u s e r s .  Most o f  the  
f o l l o w i n g  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v id ed  f r e e  o r  a t  nom ina l  copy ing  c o s t s .

1 .  C l im a t e  da ta  on r e q u e s t  by phone , l e t t e r ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  v i s i t .

2 .  S a l e  o f  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  and o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  
h e r e .

3 .  S t u d i e s ,  r e p o r t s ,  and p e r i o d i c a l s  on the a p p l i c a t i o n  and use  o f  
c l im a t e  da ta  a r e  a v i a l a b l e  f o r  use i n - h o u s e .

4 .  A n a l y s i s ,  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and adv ic e  on the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  c l im a t e  
i n f o rm a t i o n  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  o r  p rob lem .

b. T.oa i of selected data and publications.

6. Assistance in formulating requests for NCC data and service.

7 .  Expert witness in court cases involving weather and climate.

Q. Lectures on aspects of applied climatology at scientific meetings,

seminars, and public forums.

9. Climate-related research, such as interdisciplinary research at

AEIDC, solar and wind energy use, and environmental impact 

statements.
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Why the  S t a t e  needs to  f o rm a l i z e  a weather  and c l im a t e  p r o g r am :

The N a t i o n a l  C l im a te  Program b i l l  was passed i n  September  1 9 7 8 .  The b i l l  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  matching funds t o  h e l p  suppo r t  a - ; ta te  c l im a t e  p rog ram ,  p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  the  S t a t e  has  adopted a c l im a t e  program and t h a t  f e d e r a l l y  f u r d e a  p o r -  
t i o n s  o f  th e  s t a t e  program a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  the  g c c i s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  
the  n a t i o n a l  program. I t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  the s t a t e  i n t e g r a t e  i t s  c l im a t e  
p rogram w- .h the n a t i o n a l  program and t h a t  the  S t a t e  e s t a b l i s h  an e f f e c t i v e  
mec’ iTnxs^, f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i th  the  u s e r s .  The l a t t e r  two 
r e q u i r em en t s  have a l r e a d y  been e s s e n t i a l l y  s a t i s f i e d .  The s i n g l e ,  and most 
g l a r i n g ,  d e f i c i e n c y  i s  the l a c k  o f  a f o rm a l  s t a t e  p rog ram . We u r g e  t h a t  t h i s  
r ema in ing  requ i r emen t  be s a t i s f i e d  as soon as p o s s i b l e .

AEIDC has been keeping t r a c k  o f  the  number o f  r e q u e s t s  f o r  c l im a t e  d a t a  and 
serv«~xvs s i n c e  1976 .  F o l l ow in g  a r e  the number o f  i n q u i r i e s  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  
i n v o l v i n g  c l im a t e  d a t a ,  a d v i c e ,  o r  s e r v i c e s :

Y e a r __________________________ 1976 ' 1977 1978________ 1979________ 1980

Number o f
C o n t r a c t s  400 460 570 710 960

% i n c r e a s e  o ve r  •
p r e v i o u s  y e a r  13% 12% 27% 26%

Frequency pe r  day
( 2 6 0  work d a / y r )  1 . 5  1 . 8  2 . 0  2 . 7  3 . 7

Note t h a t  the  number has more than doub led s i n c e  1977 .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  the  
i n c i e a s e  i n  demand f o r  c l im a t e  s e r v i c e s  in  A la ska  i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  a l t e r n a t i v e  
ene rgy  by A la s k an s .  Data s u p p l i e d  i n c l u d e  wind summar ies ,  t em p e r a t u r e  d a t a  
f o r  h e a t i n g  deg ree  days ,  and s o l a r  r a d i a t i o n  d a t a .

I n  a d d i t i o n  to  the r e a son s  s t a t e d  above ,  a f o rm a l i z e d  program i s  needed t o  
r e s o l v e  p r e s en t  d e f i c i e n c i e s  in  s e r v i c e s .  F o l l ow in g  a r e  some s p e c i f i c  
d e f i c i e n c i e s :
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Lack o f  D a t a . The re  is. a l a c k  o f  im po r t a n t  d a t a  i n  many l o c a t i o n s  i n  the  
s t a t e .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i c a l  i n  a r e a s  such a s  P rudhoe  Bay  and 
Dutch H a rb o r ,  where mass ive  r e s o u r c e  eve lopment  i s  i n  p r o g r e s s .  The re  
a r e  a l s o  a r e a s  o f  the  s t r i a  where wind ene rgy  i s  a v i a b l e  r e s o u r c e ,  and 
though q u a l i t a t i v e  d e t e rm in a t i o n s  have been made f o r  most  a r e a s ,  s i t e  
s p e c i f i c  d a ta  a r e  s t i l l  needed to  q u a n t i f y  t h i s  r e s o u r c e  f o r  s p e c i f i c  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  S o l a r  r a d i a t i o n  da ta  have been r e c o r d e d  a t  o n l y  f i v e  
l o c a t i o n s  i n  the  s t a t e .  At p r e s e n t ,  NWS i s  m a i n t a i n i n g  o n l y  one such  
s t a t i o n  a t  F a i r b a n k s .  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la ska  i s  g a t h e r i n g  t h e s e  d a t a  
a t  F a i r b a n k s ,  Anchorage ,  and Kod iak  in  the  f o u r t h  y e a r  o f  a  f i v e - y e a r  
U . S .  Dep t ,  o f  Energy program. Th is  program s h ou ld  be c o n t i n u e d  and 
expanded o v e r  th e  n e x t  few yea r s  e i t h e r  by the  f e d e r a l  g ove rnmen t  o r  by 
the  S t a t e .

D ta  Summaries . The re  a r e  e x i s t i n g  da ta  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  h ave  n o t  been 
summarized. Some o f  these  da ta  a r e  i n  s ta te ,  and fee’ r a l  gove rnmen t  
agency f i l e s ,  and few i n d i v i d u a l s  o u t s i d e  the agency know th e y  e x i s t .
O the r  da ta  have been c o l l e c t e d  ove r  the  l a s t  20 y e a r s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  NWS 
oj e r a t e d  c o o p e r a t i v e  c l im a t e  d a ta  ne two rk .  One -yea r  summar ies  ha v e  been 
made f o r  many o f  these  s t a t i o n s ,  but m u l t i - y e a r  summaries  were  n o t  made.
Our s t a t e  c l im a t e  program shou ld  o b t a i n  the se  d a t a  and p r e p a r e  summar ies  
o f  them o r  a t  l e a s t  make the  da ta  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  and m a in t a i n  an  i n ­
v e n t o r y  o f  i t .  Some o f  these  da ta  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on m agne t i c  tape f r am  
the  NCC ai d c ou l d  be ob ta ined  from them and p rocessed  w i t h i n  t^e  s t a t e .

C l im a te  R e s e a r c h . C u r r e n t  c l im a t e  r e s e a r c l i  and da t a  g a t h e r i n g  s h o u l d  be 
m on i t o r e d .  AEIDC's C u r r e n t  Research P r o f i l e  a t t em p t s  t h i s ,  but  t h e r e  i s  
no way a t  p r e s e n t  t > r e q u i r e  t h a t  peop le  engag ing i n  r e s e a r c h  i n  and abou t  
A la ska  respond to  A’J IDC 's  i n q u i r i e s .

I n f o r m a t i o n . I n f o rm a t i o n  shou ld  be more g e n e r a l l y  p u b l i c i z e d  on t h e  k in d s  
o f  c l im a t e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  and t h e i r  u se s .  T h i s  c o u l d  be done t h r ough  
newspaper and magazine a r t i c l e s ,  f o rm a l  c ou r s e s  in  a p p l i e d  c l i m a t o l o g y  a t  
the community c o l l e g e  and u n i v e r s i t y  l e v e l s ,  and as l e c t u r e s  a t  s c i e n t i f i c ,  
b u s i n e s s ,  and i n d u s t r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  mee t ing s .  Those engaged i n  t r a n s p o r ­
t a t i o n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  c ou ld  make much b e t t e r  use o f  r e s o u r c e s  b y  i n c l u d i n g  
s e a s o n a l  c l im a t e  d a ta  in  t h e i r  p l a nn ing  p r o c e s s .



Recommendations fo r  le g is la t iv e  ac tion ;

1 .  Enac t  House B i l l  196 t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  A la s k a  S t a t e  Wea the r  and C l im a t e  
P rog ram .

2 .  P r o v i d e  funds f o r  a u toma t i on  o f  the  p r e s en t  c l im a t e  d a t a  b a s e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
the  p rogram shou ld  s t a r t  w i th  the  e x i s t i n g  da ta  t ap e s  a v a i l a b l e  f r om  th e  
NCC and the  computer  programs to  p r o c e s s  t h e se  d a t 2 .  As p a r t  o f  t h e  con ­
t i n u i n g  p rogram, we s h ou ld  a c q u i r e  the se  d a t a  on a m on th l y  o r  a n n u a l  b a s i s  
t o  p r o v i d e  more up to  d a t e  c l im a t e  s e r v i c e s .

3 .  I n i t i a t e  a p u b l i c  i n f o rm a t i o n  program on a v a i l a b l e  c l im a t e  and w e a t h e r  
s e r v i c e s .

4 .  P r o v i d e  funds f o r  p e r f o rm in g  the a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  g e n e r a t e d  by  
agenc ie s  and the p u b l i c .

5 .  P r o v i d e  f v T' Js t o  p r e p a r e  and implement a s t a t e  wea the r  ai'd c l i m a t e  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  program i n c l u d i n g  the  f o l l o w i n g :
a .  Pu rchase  o b s e r v a t i o n  and communicat ions equ ipment .
b. I n i t i a t e  a s t a t e  ope r a t ed  weather  a>:d c l im a t e  d a t a  g a t h e r i n g  and

o b s e r v a t i o n s  ne twork  to  improve bo th  r e a l - t i m e  w e a th e r  s e r v i c e s  and 
the s t a t e  c l im a t e  da ta  base .

c .  S e l e c t  and t r a i n  o b s e r v e r s  f o r  the s t a t e - o p e r a t e d  n e tw o rk .

These m a t t e r s  and o t h e r  agency and p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t s  c o u l d  f o rm  the  b a s i s  f o r  
commit tee  h e a r i . i g s .
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