


HOUSE LABOR £ COMMERCE
STANDING COMMITTEE
February 4, 1982
1:12 p.m.

Members Present: Rep. Martin, Chairman
Rep. Bvlsma, Vice-Chairman
Rep. Randolph
Members Absent: Rep. Gardiner
Rep. Rogers
COMMITTEE CALENDAR
HCR 56 Relating to the policy of the legislature
concerning telecommunications.

WITNESS REGISTER

Roy Paschal

BC CaMe Co.

Box 929

Juneau, Alaska 99801

586-3187

Position Statement: Recommendations.

Charles Northrip, Executive Director

Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission

Pouch CB

Juneau, Alaska 9>81i

465-2846

Position Statement: Options to reduce interference between cable
and locally-broadcast television.

Alex Hills

Departmer.*- of Administration

Pouch C

Juneau, Alaska 99811

465-2200

Position Statement: Spok<» of Division of Telecommunications.
PREVIOUS ACTION

HCR 56 See previous day"s Minutes (2/3/82) for

action taken on resolution. No formal
action taken thia date due to lack of quorum
by the end of the meeting.

ACTION NARFI\TIVE



Tape #009
Recording
Number 0000

Number 00 iA

Number 0139

Meeting was called to order by Chairman
liartin at 1:12 p.m. Members present were:
Representatives Martin, Bylsma, and
Randolph. Members absent were:
Representatives Gardiner and Rogers.
Representative Martin left the meeting
approximated five minutes after the mall to
order. RCift 56, relating to the
leg ilature's policy regarding
te's communications, was before the

jnittee, being held over from the previous
d,y.

Roy Paschal, BC Cable Company, Juneau, spoke
about interference between cable and local
television stations. He said that,
historically, UHF channels are used, but the
FCC made an exception for Alaska because the
low»r channels were not being used. He
*xp:ained local interference problems.
Paschal said he wants KT00 (Juneau®"s public
television staticn) to go to UHF so as not
to interfere with his cable stations. After
discussion by the committee of UHF and VHF
channels, Paschal said that there is
objection to BC Cable going to UHF. He said
that if cable has to convert to UHF, it will
be costly for the consumer. Rep. Bylsma
asked Paschal if he would Ilike all public
television to get off the VHF channels and
move to UHF. Paschal agreed.

Charles Northrip, Executive Director of the
Alaska Public Broadcasting Commission and
former general manager of KTOO in Juneau,
said the specific instances Paschal spoke of
in Juneau are related to the local public
television station, but not to all
telecommunications, hv said that, elsewhere
in the state, the Learn Alaska and
Television Demonstration Project directly
relate to the telecommunications division.
Northrip pointed ojt that public stations in
the Lower A8 are not relegated to UHF; he
said approximately 50Z are VHF. Northrip
said these channels are assigned by the FCC.
He explained that the FCC assigned certain
charnels to each community, making sure that
the same or adjacent channels were not
assigned to the same community. Certain
channels were set aside for public
broadcasting. For a long time in Alaska,



Number 0230

Number 0285

Number 0300

Number 0360

Number 0435

UHF was used for the troposcatter system
(telephone); but are now available for
public use. Northrip said it takes more
power to get the same coverage with UHF- a
main UHF transmitter Tor KTOO would cost
about $100,000; it would use more
electricity and have a higher operating
expense.

Northrip said that, as the channels are
assigned by the FCC, it would be impossible
for the Division of Telecommunications to
force an independent entity to change
frequency, as this is under federal

jurisdiction. He explained the local
situation between KTO0 and the cable
transmissions. Northrip said that, as long

as cable and transmitters exist on the same
channels, there will be interference.

There was discussion between Northrip and
Rep. Randolph about the practicality of
switching to UHF.

Rep. Bylsma asked how a compromise could be
reached. Northrip suggested that the cable
could carry the public station on UHF free
t:o any consumer, except for the charges for
deposits and converter box. Objections to
this are a poor signal; cable doesn"t reach
to all areas; and, as public stations are
partially state-funded, all people should
have access. Northrip did not feel ~t was
possible to compTetely eliminate the
problem.

Alex Hills, state Administration, reiterated
the distinction between state-operated
programs a\d separate entities receiving
state funds. He said they have resolved
interference situations in several
communities, lills said that phase locking
and co-chrnnel assignment have been used as
solutions rather than UHF. Hills felt that,
even without the resolution (NCR 56), the
Division of Telecommunications would
continue to work on thesi. areas.

As there was not a quorum, and no one else
wished to testify, the meeting was adjourned
by Vice-Chairman Bylsma at 1:43 p.m.
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