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K.1lerHrapistiof teen gets .75-year-sentence

- e m
The 'sentence will keep'

By SHEILA TOOMEY1;\ -
OuyN.w.r.pofl.r T-tV/V ~r-

done." '* m.vj/tli

A Superior” Court "Judgojl-Cbase behInd bars until he Is ' left open the epossibility he'/.daring.

sentenced convlictedklller'Al-;* it least <5 years old and might "remake, himself-ait a
lan Chase Friday to .75 years" under the supervision of the ,fman" and be able to convince
In prison but held out a “light /slate for the full 75 years.m a parole board.. In .the year,
at the end of the.tunnel” (or"" "I am .compelled to'the ® 2037 that he shouldbefreed.-
the 19-year-old youth. - 5"l .'((conclusion that unless and un- ~ But "until you change.” he
Judge Justin Ripleyval-v til 70U change, a massive sen-" told Chose, "society should
lowed Chase to become ellgl-T tenet to keep you away from;, not have .to,take a chance on
ble for parole after serving 25 “ society Is necessary." Ripley'* having you outside.
years by sentencing him to" said. “In a way there Is'tome
serve additional terms total-:. "Even now I.don't.think light at the end of the tunnel,
Ing 37 years at the same time' “you realise the dreadful aerl- mbut only If you make yourself
as the 75-yeor murder sen- eoutness of what you've .walk toward It,” Ripley said.
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Ripley said.Cbaae’tlyouth,, .11 of beating, raping and mur-
Bawr.’.

JChase..was convicted Feb.

Id-year-old
f Kllnkhart In April 1981 after
.attending a parly at KUnk-.
hart’s Snowline Drive home.
.. Assistant District Attome

m Steve Branchflower originall =

*ly asked that the defendant
be senfenced t& 238 years In
Jail, but trimmed his request
to 139 years at Friday's hear-

ing.
®m Branchflower cited Chase's
record as a juvenile. Including

.grand

charges of burglary. Joyrid-
ing. receiving stolen goods,
larceny and violation
of probation, lie said Chase
began using drugs In the sixth
grade and came to the atten-
tion of Juvenile authorities by
age 15.

"He has had ample oppor-
tunity to reform his criminal
lifestyle.” Branchflower Said,
calling Chase's chaoces for
rehabilitation poor.

Defense attorney Joe Kala-
mnrides asked that his client

0lj?

be given'a single 30-j

term, calling It long enour
, cure Chase's chronic ant
" clal behavior.

Chase spoke briefly or.
own behalf, saying drugs
alcohol played a major ro!
his crime, lie denied pros-
tlon assertions that he c
mltted the murder coldly
then went home to bed.

"l sal home and tried
figure out what did happ-
Chase said. “Did I really i
or was It Just a nightmare’
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[ Protect Jhe Innocent, inc.

451 S. INDIANA ST.
MOORESVILLE, IN. 46158
831-1111/632-3321

iMarch 12, 1982

Mr. William Cook

Alaskan House Judiciary Committee
Room 124

Capitol Bldg. Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cook:

Enclosed are materials concerning the insanity plea. I- am
sorry that it has taken so long to get them to you, but, it
took me awhile to come up with all the information. PTI 1is

entirely staffed by volunteers, and most of us have regular
jobs, so, sometimes we are not as speedy as we should be.

I have also enclosed a few general 1items about PTI.

Please keep me posted on the status of the insanity plea in
Alaska. We are always interested in following issues we have
been 1involved in.

IT I can be of any help, please let me know. PTI has advised
other states on the insanity plea, and we are currently working

on insanity plea reform in two other states, and on the federal
level. To date, we have been successful in our efforts.

Sincerely,

Dianne Holmes

Director
PS: I have enclosed a card with my work address and phone numbe-.
Please feel free to contact me there anytime. You may also address

correspondences to my work address.
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American Parents' Association, Inc
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iVlasha Jiiate "legislature

Official Business Pouch V
State Capitol!
Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 465-4760
(907) 465-4767

Members POUCH Vv (907) 466-3710
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 (session only)
Rep. Barnes. Chairman
Rep. Anderson. Vice-Chairman = P.O. Box 3382
Rep. Phillips House of Representatives Anchorage. AK 93610
Rep. O'Connell (907) 274-1432
Rep. Freeman (907) 274-1441
Rep. Meeklns R .. POUCH V
Rep. Buchholdt Committee on Judiciary JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
p;art A FxxM
December 15, 1981 on;

Mr. Ross Stovall, Esq.

President, U vO j-41,
Protect The Innocent, Inc.

451 South Indiana Street

Mooresville, Indiana 46108

Dear Mr.. Stovall:

Last month 1 viewed the NBC news segment regarding the tragedy of Mrs.
Betty Spencer of Hollandburg, Indiana and the movement to make certain
chang.es in criminal law, visavi insanity pleas in homocide cases. |
wrote to Mrs. Spencer, but the letter was returned, as apparently no post
office exists for Hollandsburg- we had thought that the correct name was
Holland. Then 1 wrote to NBC news in New York for the correct details.

Today, Mr. Jim Polk of NBC news called and provided me with your name and
address and explained that Mrs. Spencer®s actual post office address is
W3veland, In"iana— although he did not have her exact mailing address. He
further explained the basic aim of your group, that you practiced law in
Mooresville, and that you were previously Counsel for the Judiciary Commit-
tee of the U.S. House.

T would very much appreciate your providing me with any information or facts
your group provides regarding this issue. | am personally acquainted with
this problem; while an Assistant District Attorney in Anchorage | prosecuted

a murder case where the defendent plead Not Guilty By Reason of Insanity,

with the jury returning an N.G.l. verdict. The Alaska Supreme Court has
Interpreted the Alaska statutes to require the State to prove Beyond a Rea-
sonable Doubt that the defendent was both able to appreciate the consequences
of his act and conform his actions to the law at the time of the crime, if
Insanity is plead and some evidence of mental disease or defect is put on in
the Defense Case in Chief. Eight months later, the defendent was found "Sane"
by a six person civil jury (p io 1) and released fr >m Alaska Psychiatric
Institute, a free man with ail attorney expenses pall for by the State of Alaska.



December 15, 1981
Mr. Ross Stovall, Esq.

I. shall look forward to hearing from you on this subject, and believe that
an inquiry will be made into applying these reforms to Alasksa criminal law
and procedure. Chairman Barnes will be most interested in examining your
information and proposals for legislative reforms in this area,

William D. Cbok, Legal\ Counsel
House Judiciary Committee



N(asha JSiaie “gtslature

Official Business Pouch V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) 465-4766

(907) 465-4767

Members POUCH V (907) 465-3718
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 (session only)

Rep. Karnes, Chairman

Rep. Anderson, Vice-Chairman, = P.O. Box 3382
Rep. Phillips House of Representatlves Anchorage. AK 99610
Rep. O'Connell (907) 274-143'.
Hep. Freeman (907) 274-1441
Rep. MceUins . .. POUCH Vv
Rep. Buchholdl Committee on Judiciary JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

December 11, 1981

Director, NBC Nightly News
National Broadcasting Corporation
30 Rockefeller Plaza

New York, New York 10020

Dear Sir:

On approximately November 11, 1981, your '"Special Segmentl” of NBC
Nightly News was covering the matter of Insanity pleas to murder
cases in United States Courts. Specifically, the story of the
murder of the four sons of Mrs. Betty Spencer, and the later in-
sanity plea by one of the murderers, was carried, including an
interview with her and one with a Michigan prison pschologist. |
understood the name of Mrs. Spencer®s hometown to be Hollandburg,
Indiana, but was later unable to find such a city listed in the
Zip Code Directory.

Our lettc o her at Holland, Indiana has been returned, apparent-

ly becaus that is not the correct town. As 1 very much wish to
contact Mrs. Spencer on behalf of this committee, | would appreciate
your forwarding to me (from the NBC correspondent) her exact address.
Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter.

Yours very truly,

William D. Cook, Counsel
House Judiciary

wL)C:j1

P.S. Please respond to P 0 Box 3382, Anchoruge, Alaska 99510
Thank you.



TO: REPRESENTATIVE RAMONA L. BARNES

FROM: WILLIAM D. COOK, LEGAL COUNSEL
HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

RE: POSSIBLE LEGISLATION ON INSANITY PLEAS TO MURDER CASES.
Mr. Jim Polk, NBC News correspondent called today to discuss this issue and

your possible position in this reform of v.riminal law. | will report on the
conversation at your convenience.



(Alaska JiiaikE Jkgislaiurfi

Poucli V

State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Official Business

(907) 465-1766

n ]((907) 465-4767
Members I-Wu\rn v 907] 46R. 37157
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811
————————————— (sessmn only)
Rep. Barnes, Chairman
R*p. An”rson. V.cej.Chalrnlan ftOHS 6 Of ReVVeSCIIt2itiv CS Anc”~aS?A K M510
P.ep. O'Connell » * (907) 274-1432
Rep. Freeman (907) 274-1441
Rep. Meekins .0 »> 1. POUCH V
P.ep. Buchholdl VAOmMTTIIIICC OH JUu\CI&Zy JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

November 20, 1981

Ms. Betty Spencer
Holland, Indiana 47541

Dear Mr Spencer:

A few days ago, | saw on NBC News the story of your tragedy and the
movement you are now involved with to provide juries in such cases
another choice besides "Guilty'", "Not Guilty", or "Not Guilty By Reason
Of Insanity.” As 1 understand it, three states have adopted the "Guilty
But Mentally 111" »erdict alternative. 1 will shortly be doing my

legal research to garner those new statutes and, hopefully, other
material pertinent.

I would very much appreciate your providing any material relating
to this issue that your organization may have available, and your
referring me to any other sources vou feel would be helpful.

Thank you very much, Mrs. Spencer, for your assistance in this matter.

Yours very truly,

illiam D. Cook
Counsel for Alaska House Judiciary Committee

V.DC:j1
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N(aska Jitaie "Megislature

Official Business Pouch v
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

(907) <65-4766
(907) 465-4767

Members POUCH Vv (907) 465-3718
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99*11 (session only)
Hep. (lames, Chairman
p. Anderson. Vice-Chairman - P.O. Box 3382
Rep. Phillips House of RepvesentpAives Anchorage. AK . '10
Hep. O'Connell (907) 274-1432
Hep. Freeman (907) 274-1441
Hep. Meeklns R - POUCH V
Committee on Judiciary JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

Rep. Buchholdl

November 20, 1981

Ms. Betty Spencer
Holland, Indiana 47541

Dear Mrs. Spencer:

A few days ago, | saw on NBC News the story of your tragedy and the
movement you are now involved with to provide juries in such cases
another choice besides "Guilty", "Not Guilty", or "Not Guilty By Reason
Of Insanity.”" As 1 understand it, three states have adopted the "Guilty
But Mentally 111" verdict alternative. will shortly be doing my

legal research to garner those new statutes and, hopefully, other
material pertinent.

I would very much appreciate your providing any materiel rr’ating
to this issue that your organization may have available, and your
referring me to any other sources you feel would be helpful.

Thank you very much, Mrs. Spencer, for your assistance in this matter.

Wi 11 lam 1). Cook
Counsel for Alaska House Judiciary Committee



Glasha JBtaie "Legislature

Pouch V
Slate Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Official Business

(907) 485-4706
(907) 465-4767
POUCH V (907) 465-5718

Members
JUNEAU. ALASKA 39811 (session only)

licit. Unmet*. Clmlrinnu
P.O. Box 3382

Hep. Aiulerson. Vice-Chairman -
Hep. Phillips House of Representatives Anchorage, AK 99510
Rep. O'Connell (907) 274-1432
Hep. Freeman (907) 274-1441

Hep. Meek Ins . . . POUCH V
Rep. Ruchholdl Committee on Judiciary JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

November 20, 1981

Dr. John Prelesnik

Prison Psychiatrist

Michigan Department of Corrections
Jackson, Michigan 49201

Dear Dr. Prelesnik:

A few days ago 1 watched the NBC News program relating to new statutes
in Michigan and other states, allowing juries the option of returning
a verdict of "Guilty But Mentally 111", with your comments on same.
Being a former prosecutor in a case where a murderer was, 1.) Found
"N.G.1." by a criminal jury, and then six months later, 2.) Found
"Presently Sane" by a civil jury and released, 1 appreciate the prob-
lem.

I wruld very much appreciate your forwarding to me any pertinent re-
ferences or available information on this matter, in law or psychiatry.

Also, please r~fer me to any authorities in Michigan or elsewhere
who may have briefed the legality or medical efficacy of such law.

Thank you, Dr. Prelesnik, for any assistance you can provide for me
in this mallcr.

Very truly yours,

William D. Cook
Counsel for Alaska House Judiciary Committee

wDC:j1
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