


LARRY HAYDEN
3604 East 13th Avenue 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 09504

M a r c h  25, 1982

H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
R a m o n a  Barnes 
C h a r l e s  A n d e r s o n  
T h e l m a  Bu ch h ol dt  
Oral F r e e m a n  
Russ M e e ki ns , Jr. 
R an dy  Phil li ps  
Pat O ' C o n n e l l

P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99S11

I urge y o u  to vote a "DO P AS S"  on H J R  14, the L i b e r t y  
A m e n d m e n t  Resolution.

D o i n g  so wil l let the federal g o v e r n m e n t  an d the o t h e r  
states k n o w  that A l a s k a  is a w a r e  of the p r o b l e m s  of 
b l o a t e d  b u d g e t s  and the r e s u l t i n g  inflation.

T h e r e  must be a s t a rt i ng  point to pull in the reins 
on the feder a l go ve rn m e n t  by r e d u c i n g  the m o n e y  they 
have to spend. Let's have A l a s k a  j o i n  the o t h e r  n i n e  
states that h a v e  sent this m e s s a g e  to Congress.

Best regards,
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PETITION

v - . To: All members of 
U.S. CONGRESS and

STATE LEGISLATURES:
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED SOVEREIGN CITIZENS, 
agree with millions of our fellow Americans that'fedcral taxes 
are too high and must be reduced; excessive federal spending 
must be brought under control; Amenta’s greatness is due to 
rigid constitutional law that provides freedom from arbitrary 
governmental interference; and violation of that principle has 
resulted in thousands of federal corporate activities now com­
peting with private enterprise of the American people. Such ac­
tivities are costing billions of tax dollars. v .

Expensive giveaway programs, foreign and domestic, are 
wasting our substance and creating new problems without solv- 
ing the old ones; - ' . . . . . .  .: - v

Oi r nation has prospered through individual initiative and 
work, not through bureaucratic red tape;

The federal government has empowered itself far beyond the 
Emits set up in the U.S. Constitution; • • -•

In respoice to this outrage and in grave concern for our 
country, WE THEREFORE PETITION YOU to give full 
support to the proposed HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 23, 
popularly known as the "LIBERTY AMENDMENT," which 
has already been approved by the LEGISLATURES of

(Please sign name legibly and print address.) 
Name . Address , City

WYOMING ’’’EXAS, NEVADA, LOUISIANA, GEORGIA, 
SOUTH < 'LINA, MISSISSIPPI, ARIZONA, and INDI­
ANA, ana w . ;h provides that:
“ Sec. 1. The Government of the United States shall not engage 
in any business, professional, commercial, financial or indus­
trial enterprise except as specified in the Constitution. . ,
“Sec. 2. The constitution or laws of any State, or the laws of 
the United States shall not be subject to the terms o f  any for­
eign or domestic agreement which would abrogate this amend­
ment. ‘
“ Sec. 3. The activities of the United States Government which 
violate the intent and purposes of this amendment shall, within 
a period of three years from the date o f the ratification of this 
amendment, be liquidated and the properties a*" 1 facilities af­
fected shall be sold.
“ Sec. 4. Three years after the ratification o f this amendment 
the sixteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of the 

■ United States shall stand repealed and thereafter Congress shall 
not levy taxes on personal incomes, estates, an d /o r gifts.”

State Z ip Date
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12.

13.

PLEASE PRINT AND CIRCULATE COPIES OF THIS PETITION.

Dale received at national 
office of YES ON 23.

IMPORTANT: Please return completed petitions prompt­
ly to: YES on 23, P.O. Box 2386, Q Cajon, CA 92021 
For additional copies of this petition, please send donation 
of $1 for 8 copies, S2 for 18 copies, S9 for 100 copies.

ORDER AND CONTRIBUTION FORM

To: YES ON 23, Box 2386, El Cajon, CA 92021 ' 8. CONSTITUTION COURSE, 10 lessor
Please send the following materials to me: Amount  complete text In accompanying manut
1. Copies of this newspaper. I am donating: □  $1 for 4 copies; Individual study. □  $ 7 8 .9 5 .  ----------



**PLEASE NOTE**

THE ORGINAL FILE CONTAINS AN OVERSIZED DOCUMENT THAT 

IS UNSUITABLE FOR FILMING. PLEASE REFER TO THE ALASKA 

STATE ARCHIVES TO VIEW THE ORIGINAL.



VA/iLLiS E. S T O N E
10001 East Bay Harbor Drive 
Miami Beach, Florida 33154

F e b r u a r y  10, 1982

D e a r  Rep. Met ca lf e :
i.

Y ou are, I know, i nvolved in a b u s y  and t r o u b l e s o m e  session' i 
in w h i c h  federal ta xing and spending, and federal e n c r o a c h -  Y  
m e n t s  u p o n  A l a s k a n  sover ei gn ty  m a y  be the m o s t  d i f f i c u l t .  '

The L I B E R T Y  A M E N D M E N T  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  you as H o u s e ' J o i n t  R e s o - ” 
lution  #14 w a s  d e s i g n e d  to res ol v e m o s t  s u c h ' q u e s t i o n s  b y  
simp ly  r e s t o r i n g  o ur C o n s t i t u t i o n  to full force a n d  e f f e c t  
again. A  c o p y  of its text is e n c l o s e d  - and on t h e  r e v e r s e  
side is a c h a r t  showi ng  the f r ig ht en in g p r o g re ss  o f  e v e n t s  
t ha t can le^d to o ur d e s t r u c t i o n  if w e  fail to a p p l y  t h e  
b ra ke s and g e t  b a c k  to ba si c  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P r i n c i p l e s .

Y o u r  H.J.Res. #14 is a p e t it io n  to the C o n g r e s s  to s e n d  t h i s  
p r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t  (pending in C on gr e s s  as H . J fRes. 23) to 
the p e op l e a n d  the States for T H E I R  decision, as t h e  C o n s t i­
tution provides.

N i n e  States - Wyoming, Texas, Nevada, Louisiana, G e o r g i a ,  So. 
Carolina, M i s si ss i pp i,  Arizona and Indiana - ha ve  a l r e a d y  
a p p r o v e d  this "Resolution" and it is now p e n di ng  in a g o o d  
n umber of o t h e r  States.

The pr oposal is g a i n i n g  tremendous p ublic support. O v e r  8000 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  hav e adopted R e s ol ut io n s of sup p or t for it, a n d  
some three m i l l i o n  Am ericans ha v e thus far signed the  "YES 
ON 23" P et it io n. " It just m i g h t  b ecome the c a r d i n a l  i s s u e  
in the 1982 campaigns.

You wi ll  soon h a v e  hearings on y o u r  H. J. Res. #14 a n d  I h o p e  
~<u w i l l  h a v e  the o pp or tu n it y o f  m e e t i n g  our N a t i o n a l  C h a i r m a n ,  

tot, A r m i n  Moths, a truly g re at  A m e r i c a n  and r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l  
informed. If there is any way in w h i c h  I may be o f  s e r v i c e  
to you, p l e a s e  let me hear. W i t h  every good wish, I a m

S i n c e r e l y

W i l li s E. Stone 
F o u n d e r / C h a i r m a n  Emeritus 
L i b er ty  A m e n d m e n t  C o m m i t t e e / U S A
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A  J O I N T  (OR CONCURRENT) R E S O L U T I O N

B e  It R e s o l v e d  by the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  (or the Senate) of

the S tate o f ------------- , the Senat e (or M o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s )

c on curring, that w e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  request the Congre' s o f  the 

U n i t e d  Stat es  it, propose to the people a n  a m e n d m e n t  to the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the U n i t e d  States, as p r o v i d e d  b y  A r t i c l e  V  

of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , a n  a r t i c l e  pro vi di ng  as f ollows:

"ARTICLE

."Section 1. T he G o v e r n m e n t  of the U n it ed  States s h a l l  
not e n g a g e  in any business, professional, c o m m e r c i a l ,  
f in an ci al  or in du st r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e  except as s p e c i f i e d  

in the Cons ti tu ti o n.

" S e c t i o n  2. T he C o n s t i t u t i o n  or laws of any S ta te , or 

the laws of the U n i t e d  States shall not be s u b j e c t  to the . 

terras of any foreign cr d o m e s t i c  a g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  

a b r og at e  this amendment.

" S e c t i o n  3. T h e  a ct iv i t i e s  of the U n it e d S t a t e s  

G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  viol at e  the intent and p u r p o s e s  o f  this 

a m e n d m e n t  shall, w i t h i n  a p e r i o d  of three (3) y e a r s  fr om  

the date of r a t i f i c a t i o n  of this amendment, b e  l i q u i d a t e d  

and the p r o p e r t i e s  and facilities a f f e c t e d  s ha ll  b e  sold.

" S e ct io n 4. Three (3) years after the r a t i f i c a t i o n  of 
this a me n dm en t,  the s i x t ee n th  A r t i c l e  of a m e n d m e n t s  to the 
C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the Un> .:ed State s shall s tana r e p e a l e d  and 

t h e r e a f t e r  C o n g r e s s  shall not levy taxes on p e r s o n a l  incomes, 
estates, and/or g i f ts ."

Be It F u r t h e r  R e s o l v e d  that a c e r t i f i e d  copy of this R e s o l u t i o n  
be f o r w a r d e d  b y  the S e c r e t a r y  o f  State to the P r e s i d e n t  of 

the U n i t e d  States Senate, the Spea ke r of the H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and to each m e m b e r  of C o n g r e s s  f r o m  the 
S ta te  of .

Speaker of the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

S ta te
Seal L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  and Pr es i de nt  o f  the S e n a t e



r ^ L B  GRAPHIC fKUUD 01! LR6 very IWgenc n e c e s s T ? 7 * ^ g e ^ u ^ o n 8 t i t u t i o n  ON THE JOB to save 

l^ur country, our economy, our dollars and our liberties - as the LIBERTY AMENDMENT provides. 
JpP/-'''Here, in four columns of governments own statistics, is shown the enormity of the political ’ 
/  plundering and destruction by those we have trusted with power through these last fortv years 

showing the status in each presidential election year from 1940 to 1980 of the CONSUMER INDEX 

and the related PURCHASING POWER OF THE DOLLAR that we call INFLATION, plus the crazy spiral 

of INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES that is bleeding us white, and the fantastic growth of the GROSS 
FEDERAL DEBT that has been piled on top of taxes to pay for the insane thrust for political 

power imposed upon us in criminal violation of our CONSTITUTIONAL LAW.

Election 
Year of

Consumer
Index

Buying 

Power of 
1940 Dollar

Individual 
Income Tax 

Collections

Gross

Federal
Debt

1940 40.5 100 Percent $ 1.110 billion $50.7 billion

1944 53.6 76 i i
20.179 i i 204.1 i i

1 U 8 82.8' 49 i t 19,310 i i 252.0 i i

1952 i • 88.6 46 i t 27.310 i i 259.1 i i

1956 90.7 45 i i 32.188 i i 272.8 i t

1960 94.9 43 i i 40.741 i t 290.9 i t

1964 94.7 43 i i 48.697 t i 316.8 i i

1968 102.5 40 i i
i

• 68.720 i t 369.8 t t

1972 119.1 34 i t 94.700 n 437.3 n

1976 183.0 22 i t 131.600 i i 631.9 tt

1980 258.6 est. 16 n 238.700 " est. 892.8 " est,

How much can we stand - and how far will this go - before we stop it with the LIBERTY 

AMENDMENT pending in Congress as H.J.Res. 23?



T H E  L I B E R T Y  AMENDMENTi

h e r e  a r $  m a n y  who, u p o n  fi rs t  a c q ua in ta nc e w i t h  the L I B E R T Y  A M E N D M E N T ,  
o b j e c t  to it c o n t e n d i n g  th a t "the g o v e r n m e n t  needs t h e  m o n e y . "  T h e y  v e r y  
p o s s i b l y  feel tha t  w i t h o u t  that s t ip e nd  t aken right o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e i r  
p a y  c h e c k  b y  the IRS, t he g o v e r n m e n t  w o ul d s ur el y go b r ok e ! B u t  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  is a l r e a d y  b r o k e  - e v e n  worse- off than p l a i n  b r o k e  b e c a u s e  all 
t he f a n t a s t i c  taxes w e  m a n a g e  to send tc W a s h i n g t o n  is f a r  t o o  l i t t l e  to 
p a y  f o r  all the c o r r u p t  a nd e x t r a v a g a n t  spending b y  t h o s e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  
T h a t  e x p l a i n s  the h a l f  t r i l l i o n  d o l l a r  .jump in t h e  f e d e r a l  d e b t  d u r i n g  ' 
th is  l a s t  decade;

S P E N D I N G  - u n r e s t r a i n e d  f e d e r a l  spendirg, o n  things in w h i c h  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  has n o  l e g i t i m a t e  interest, is the t hi ng  t h a t  h a s  c r e a t e d  o u r  
p r o b le m s.  T h e r e  can be no s o l u t i o n  to the tax o r  i n f l a t i o n  p r o b l e m s  
u n t i l  w e  c o n t r o l  t h a t  spending, and again conf in e  it to l e g i t i m a t e  p u r p o s e s -

T h a t  is e x a c t l y  w h a t  the L I B E R T Y  A ME ND M E N T  IS D E S I G N E D  T O  D O  - n o t  b y  
a r b i t r a r y  slas he s h e r e  a n d  there, b u t  by re storing o u r  o r i g i n a l  C o n s t i­
tu t i o n  to force and e f f e c t  as the law of the land. T h a t  w o u l d  e l i m i n a t e  
t h o u s a n d s  of the a c ti vi t i e s  those in g ov er n m e n t  ha ve  t a k e n  o v e r  a n d  i n v a de d 
in v i o l a t i o n  of our C o n s ti tu t io n.  On ly  then can w e  h o p e  to c u t  taxes. 
E l i m i n a t i n g  the co st s of t he se  illicit activities is the f i r s t  p u r p o s e  
of the amendment. H e r e  is h o w  it all developed.

In 1944 Mr. S e w e l l  A v e r y  of M o n t g o m e r y  War d C o m p a n y  w a s  r e m o v e d  f r o m  h i s  
o f f i c e  b y  sol di er s r e c r u i t e d  to f ig ht  Axis t y r an n y abroad. U.S . A t t o r n e y  
G e n e r a l  B i d d l e  j u s t i f i e d  that act, saying: "The G o v e r n m e n t  c a n  do a n y t h i n g  
n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  the Constitution." T h i s  is e x a c t l y  the: 
o p p o s i t e  to the l i mi te d p ow er s  c o n ce p t of the C o n s t i t u t i o n !

M a n y  o p p o s e d  Mr. B i d d l e ' s  statement. A  few tried to f i n d  a n  answ er .
T o p  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  recruited to help. I t  w a s  n i n e  years 
b e f o r e  the language o f  the first three sections of the L I B E R T Y  A M E N D M E N T  
w e r e  a g r e e d  upon, and I llinois ap pr ov ed  in 1953 as follows:

1. "The G o v e r n m e n t  of the U n i t e d  States shall not e n g a g e  i n  any 
b u si ne ss , professi o na l,  commercial, financial o r  i n d u s t r i a l  
e n t e r p r i s e  e x c e p t  as s p e c i f i e d  in the C onstitution.

2. "The C o n s t i t u t i o n  or laws of any State, or the laws o f  t h e
U n i t e d  S t ates s h a l” not b e  s u b je ct  to thf terms of a n y  f o r e i g n  
o r  d o m e s t i c  a g r e e m e n t  w h i c h  w o u l d  abrogate this a m e n d m e n t .

3. "The a c t i v i t i e s  of the U n i t e d  States G o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  v i o l a t e  
t h e  intent and p u r po se s of this amendment shall, w i t h i n  a 
p e r i o d  of th re e years f r o m  the date of r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
a me nd me nt , be li q ui d a t e d  and the properties and f a c i l i t i e s  a f f e c t e d  
s h a l l  be sold."

A l l  t h a t  d e a l s  w i t h  r e s t o r i n g  the b as ic  functions of g o v e r n m e n t ,  d i­
ve s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  a c ti vi ti es  w h e r e  it has no C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h­
or i t y  f o r  being, p r o t e c t i n g  the rights, powers and p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e , and p r o t e c t i n g  the country, the states a nd t h e  p e o p l e  
t h e r e i n  f r o m  such tr eaty laws as m a y  abrogate our C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and 
p r o v i d e  a mp l e time for w h a t e v e r  p e ri od  of transit io n t h a t  m a y  b e  
re qu ir ed .

*
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T h i s  w o u l d  .restore e c o n o m i c  l i b e r t y  to the A m e r i c a n  p e o pl e.  I n  the 
s t u d i e s  t h a t  lead u p  to t he se  three sections it b e c a m e  c l e a r  t h a t  the 
c u t  i n  the costs of g o v e r n m e n t  that wo ul d  r es ul t m i g h t  b e  gigantic! 
r e c o g n i z i n g  th at  ev er y d o l l a r  cut in the costs o f  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d  re duce 
the t a x  r e q u i r e m e n t  b y  a dqllar, we w e r e  anxious to f i n d  o u t  how. g r e a t  
the c u t  in c osts m i g h t  b e  - a nd h o w  it w o u l d  a f f e c t  t h e  t a x  b i t e  u p o n  
t h e  peop le . So, r a t h e r  than set tl in g for w h a t  w e  had, the s t ud ie s of 
g o v e r n m e n t a l  finances w e r e  g r e a t l y  intensified.

F e d e r a l  Budgets, S t a t i s t i c a l  Abstracts. G ov er n m e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  M anuals, 
t he H o o v e r  Reports, T r e a s u r y  Reports and a wi de  v a r i e t y  of o t h e r  o f f i c i a l  
d o c u m e n t s  wer e studied, indexed, cross indexed and a n a l y z e d .  T h e  resul t s 
w e r e  a m a z i n g  - so m u c h  so that m a n y  could not b e l i e v e  it! It was d i s­
co v e r e d  tha t b y  m o v i n g  G o v e r n m e n t  OU T of t he areas i n  w h i c h  it h a d  no 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  for being, the costs o f  g o v e r n m e n t  C O U L D  BE C U T  
M O R E  T H A N  IN HALF! U n b e l i e v a b l e ?  A n o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  team, u s i n g  e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  techniques, m a d e  an e n t i re ly  n e w  study to d i s c o v e r  w h e r e  we had 
m a d e  errors, a n d  w h a t  t h e  tr ut h m i g h t  be. The y ca me  u p . w i t h  t h e  same

F r o m  t h e r e  on it w a s  s im pl e arithmetic. A s  the cu ts  in the costs of the 
f e d e r a l  government, w i t h  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  rest or e d u n d e r  the terms o f  
the L I B E R T Y  AMENDMENT, F A R  E X C E E D I N G  T HE T OT AL  A M O U N T  O F  I N D I V I D U A L  I N CO ME  
T A XE S COLLECTED, it follows that, w i t h  the LIB ER T Y A M E N D M E N T  in force, the 
16th A r t i c l e  of A m e n d m e n t s  to the C on st i t u t i o n  (the i n c o m e  tax) c o u l d  be 
repealed. And as the i nd i vi du al  citizens should t h e m s e l v e s  b e  the first 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s  - the fourth section was added:

4. "Three y e ar s a fter the r a t if ic a ti on  of this a m e n d m e n t ,  the 
si xt ee nt h A r t i c l e  of A m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the 
United S t at es  shall stand repealed and t h e r e a f t e r  C o n g r e s s  
shall n ot levy taxes o n  p ersonal incomes, esta te s,  a n d / o r  gifts."

T h e r e  is the b a c k g r o u n d  of all four sections of the L I B E R T Y  A M E N D M E N T  
s h o w i n g  h o w  ea ch  part was so c a re fully c o ns tr uc te d a n d  d oc um e n t e d .

It is n o w  pend in g in C o n g r e s s  as House J o in t R e s o l u t i o n  23, i n t r o d u c e d  
b y  D e m o c r a t s  and Re pu bl i c a n s  alike. It has b e e n  f o r m a l l y  a p p r o v e d  b y  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e s  of nine S tates - Wyoming, Texas, N e v ad a,  Lo u is ia na , Georgia, 
S o u t h  Carolina, Mississippi, A r i z o n a  and Indiana. S e v e r a l  th ousand 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  have a d o p t e d  re solutions of support for it, a nd n o w  p e o p l e  
e v e r y w h e r e  are s. jning the YES O N  23 Petitions in s u p p o r t  of it.

BUT - to b ec om e  a reality, and solve the d i l e m m a  o f  b o t h  the fede ra l 
g o v e r n m e n t  and o u r s e lv es  tha t  evolves fr om  the m u l t i t u d e  o f  v i o l a t i o n s  
of o u r  Constitution, it v e r y  mu ch  needs your help.

results!

W i l l i s
F o u n d e r / C h a i r m a n  Emeritus 
L i b e r t y  A m e n d m e n t  Conunittee/USA

Sincer

10001 E . B a y  H a r b o r  Dr. 
M i a m i  Beach, Fla. 33154

Libtrty Amsndm«nf 
P . O .  B e x  2 0 8 B 8  
E l  C a j o n ,  C A  V 2 0 2 1

S IEC D  F E B  1 ?  1392



u a v y ^ r o c K e n , T IteTCIng o! tne Wild Frontier,” was also a gu.irdian of the public treasury, 
as “NOT YOURS TO GIVE" illustrates.

T h is  classic treatise  on  public spending is from  th e
F o u n d a tio n  fo r  E conom ic  E ducation , rep rin ted  iro m  x-ue L ines

fflo t }jours Oo Q tie
O nne day in the H olsc of Representatives, a bili was taken up 

appropriating money for the benefit of a widow of a distinguish­
ed naval officer. Several beautiful speeches had been made in its 
support. The Speaker was just about to put the question when 
Crockett arose:

“Mr. Speaker — I have much respect for the memory of 
the deceased, and as much sympathy for the sufferings of the liv­
ing, if suffering there be, as any man in this House, but we must 
not permit our respect for the dead or our sympathy for a part of 
the living to lead us into an act of injustice to the balance of the 
living. I will not go into an argument to prove that Congress has 
no power f > appropriate this money as an act of charity. Every 
member upon this floor knows it. W e  have the right, as individ­
uals, to give away as much of ur own money as we please in 
charity; but as members of Congress we have no right so to ap­
propriate a dollar of the public money. Some eloquent appeals 
have been made to us upon the ground that it is a debt due the 
deceased. Mr. Speaker, tne deceased livrd long after the close of 
the war; he was in office to the day of his death, and I have never 
heard the government was in arrears to him.

“Every man »r. rids House knows it is not a debt. W e  cannot; 
without the grossest corruption, appropriate this money as the 
payment of a debt. W e  have not the semblance of authority to 
appropriate it as a charity. Mr. Speaker, I have said we. have the 
right to give as much mon^y of our own as we please. I am the 
poorest m an on this floor. 1 cannot vote for this bill, but I will 
give one week's pay to the object, and if every member of Cong­
ress will do the same, it will amount to more than the bill asks. ’ 

He took his scat. Nobody replied. The hill. . . instead of 
passing unanimously, as was generally supposed. . . received but 
few votes, and, of course, was lost. y

Later, when asked by a friend why he had opposed the ap­
propriation, Crockett gave this explanation:

“Several years ago I was one evening standing on the steps 
of the Capitol with some other members of Congress, when our 
attention was attracted by a great light over in Georgetown. It 

1 was evidently a large fire. W c  jumped into a hack and drove over 
as fast as we could. In spite of all that could be done, many 
houses were burned and many families made houseless, and be­
sides, some of them had lost all but the clothes they had on. The 
weather was very cold, and when I saw so many women and 
children suffering, I felt that something ought to be done for
them. The next morning a bill was introduced appropriating 
$20,000 for their relief. W e  put aside all other business and

not

/

rushed it through as soon as it could be done.
‘The next summer, when it began to be time to think about 

the election, I concluded I would take a scout around among the 
boys of m y  district. I had no opposition there, but. as the election 
was some time off, I did not know what might turn up. When rid­
ing one day in a part of m y  district in which I was more of a 
stranger than any other, I saw a man in a firid plowing and com­
ing toward the road. I gauged bv m y  gait so that we should meet 
as be carnc to the fence. As he came up, I spoke to the man. He 
r.-plicd politely, but, as I thought, rather coldly.

“1 began:' ‘Well, friend, 1 am one of those unfortunate beings 
called candidates, and— ’

** ‘Yes, I know you; you arc Colonel Crockett. I have seen 
vou once before, and" voted for you the last time you were elect­

ed. 1 suppose you arc out electioneering now, but you had better 
waste vour time or mine. I shall not vote for you again. 
“This was a sockdolager ... 1 begged him lo tell me what was 

ill** matter.

‘Well, Colonel, it is hardly worthwhile to waste d m  
.cords upon it. I do not see h o w  it can be mended, but you 
your vote last winter which shows that either you have 
capacity to understand the Constitution, or that you are wan 
in the honesty and firmness to be guided by it. In either case 
are not the man to represent me. But I beg your pardon for 
ressing it in thi., way. I did not intend to avail myself of the p 
lege of the constituent to speak plainlv to a candidate for 
purpose of insulting or wounding you. i intend by it only lo 
that your understanding of the Constitution is very diffc 
from mine; and I will say to you what, but for m y  rudene 
should not have said, that I believe you to be honest. . . Bu 
understanding of the Constitution different from mine I car 
overlook, because the Constitution, to be worth anything, r
be held 'acred, and rigidly observed in all its provisions. Tne 
who wields power ana misinterprets it is the more dangerouspow< 
more honest he is.’
<( <<r

l admit the truth of all you say, but there must be s 
mistake about it, for I do not remember that I gave any vote
i i ' i n f p p  n n n n  o n u  r n r v c t i f n ^ n n - i l  *winter upon any constitutional question.

“ ‘No, Colonel, there’s no mistake. Though I live here in 
backwoods and seldom go from home, 1 take the papers'£ 
Washington and read very carefully all the proceedings of C 
gress. M y  papers say that last winter you voted for alill to 
propriate S20.000 to some sufferers by a fire in Georgetowr 
that true?’

“ ‘Well, m y  friend, I may as well own up. You have got 
there. Bu’ certainly nobody will complain that a great and 
country like ours should give the insignificant sum of S20,00 
relieve its suffering w o m e n  and children, particularly with a 
and overflowing Treasury, and I a m  sure, if you had been ll 
you would have done just as I did.’

“ ‘It is not the amount. Colonel, that I complain of: it is! 
principle. In the first place, the government ought to have in 
Treasury no more than enough for its legitimate purposes, 
that nas nothing to do with the question. The power of col 
ing and disbursing money at pleasure is the most dangerous po 
that can be intrusted to man, particularly under'our systcn 
collecting revenue by tariff, which reaches every* man in the ct 
try, no matter h o w  poor he m a y  be, and the poorer he is 
more he pays in proportion to his means. What is worse, it pre 
upon him without his knowledge of where the weight cent 
for there is not a man in the United States who can ever *n 
how much he pays to the government. So you see, that w  
you arc contributing to relieve one, your are drawing it fi 
thousands who are even worse off than he. If vou hs»dCthe r
to rive anything, the amount was simply a matter of discrct
with you, and you had as much right to give S20.000.00f 
w n  n n n  i r  i .i - l. ... • c . c  . ..$20,000. If you have the right to give to one, you have the ri 
to give to all; and, as the Constitution neither defines charitv
stipulates the amount, vou are at liberty to rive to any i.id 
thing which you may believe, or profess to believe, is a char

I cx

and lo any amount you may think proper. You will very ea 
perceive what a wide door you would open for fraud and con 
tion and favoritism, on the one hand, and for robbing tbe pec 
on the other. No, Colonel. Congress has no right to give char 
Individual members m a y  rive as much of their own monr.v 
they please, Lut they have no right to touch a dollar of the pu 
money for that purpose. If twice as many houses had been bv 
ed in this county as Georgetown, neither you nor anv ot 
member of Congress would have thought of appropriating a dc



------------- ------------- ----iy * p l i i ' tuiicrcrb uy
contributing each one week’s pay, it would have made over 
$.13,000. There are plenty of wealthy men in and around Wash­
ington w ho could have given 320,000 without depriving them- 
M'lves of e v  e n  a  luxury of life. The congressmen chose to keep 
their own money, which, if reports are true, sonic of them spend 
not verv creditably, and the people about INashington, no doubt, 
applauded you for relieving tliem from the nccenity of giving by 
givin" what was not yours to give. The people have delegated to 
Congress, bv the Constitution, the power lo do certain things. To 
do tliese. it is authorized lo collect and pay moneys, and for no- 
■' ‘ chc. Everything beyond this is usurpation, and a violationtiling 
of the Constitution 
(t i

S o  you see, Colonel, you have violated the Constitution in 
what I consider a vital point. It is a precedent fraught with danger 
lo the country, for when Congress once begins to stretch its 
power beyond the limits of the Constitution, there is no limit to 
it. and nu security, for the people. I have no doubt you acted 
honestly, but that does not make it any better, except as far as 
you are personally concerned, and you see that I cannot vote for 

you.’
“I tell you I felt streaked. 1 saw if I should huve opposition, 

and this man should go to talking, he would set others to talking, 
and in that district I was gone fawn-skin. 1 could not answer him, 
and the fact is, I was so fully convinced he was right, I did not 
want to. But I must satisfy him, and I said to him:

“ ’Well, m y  friend, you hit the nail upon the head when you 
said I had not sense enough to understand the Constitution. I 
/intended to be guided by it. and thought I had studied it fully. 
fl have heard many speeches in Congress about the powers of 
VConrTess, hut what you have said here at your plow has got more 
Chard" sound sense in it than all the fine speeches 1 ever heard. If 
I had ever taken the view of it that you have I would have put m y  
head into the fire before 1 would have given that vote; and if 
vou will forgive m e  and vote for me again, if 1 ever vote for an­
other unconstitutional law I wish I may be shot. 
s' “He laughingly replied: ‘Yes, Colonel, you have swon, to 
that once before, but 1 will trust vou again upon one condition. 
You say that you are convinced that your vote was wrong. Your 
acknowledgment of it will do no more good than beating you for

* f  w ---- -------   J  »U- m u  w i l l  • *»ll nr»rwt\l*
uw r% , , u  „  —- ______— ----  ’      - • ■ ' • n n t  ; w u  i w i

it. If, as you go around the district, you will tell people about this 
vole, and that vou are satisfied it was wrong, I will not only vote

’ - . t - t . 1  » - -T U t C ,  d l i U  l i l U l  v w u  u i w  —  » . w .  — —  -------      w , . . ^ --------
t for you, but will do what I can to keep down opposition, and, 
\pcrh*ap5,1 m ay exert some little influence in that wav.’

‘If I don’t,’ said I, T wish I may be shot; and to convince 
you thaL I a m  in earnest in what I say I will come hack this way 
in a week or ten days, and if you will °et up a gathering of the 
people, I will make a speech to them. Get up a UQrhccue, and 1 

will pay for it.’
“ ‘No, Colonel, wc are not rich people in thiii section, but we 

have plenty of provisions to contribute fora barbecue, and some 
to spare for those who have none. The push of crops will be over 
in a few days, and we can then afford a day fora barbecue. This 
is Thursday': I will see to getting it up on Saturday week. Come to 
m y  house on Friday, anti wc will go together, and I promise you

  * - L l  «  —--- n n /1  k p t lP  V f t l !
• w » » ” ”  J  » D v

a verv respectable crowd to see and hear vou. 
“ ‘Well. 1 will be here. But, But one thing rr.ore before I say good­

bye. I must know your name.’
** ‘M y  name is Bunco.’
“ ‘Not Horatio Bunce?’
“ ‘Yes.’
“ ‘Well. Mr. Bunce, 1 never saw you before, though you say 

you have seen me. but I know you very well. I am glad 1 have met 
vuu. and very proud that I may hope to have you for m y  friend.’ 

“It was one of the luckiest hits of m y  life that I met him. He 
mingled but little with the public, but was widely known for his 
remarkable intelligence and incorruptible integrity, and for a 
heart brimful and running over with kindness and benevolence, 
which allowed themselves not only in words but in acts. He was 
the oracle of the whole country iround him, and his fame had ex­
tended far beyond the circle of his immediate acquaintance. 
Though I had never met him before, I had heard m u c h  of him, 
and but for this meeting, it is very likely I should ha*.- had oppos-

now (Un,u UK 1,1 uldL UUUIVI. unucr Mien a vote-
“Alt the appointed trimc 1 was at his house, having tol 

conversation to every crcwd I had met, and to every man I s 
all niglitt with, and I foumd that it gave the people an intere* 
confidence in m e  s-ixonger ihan I had ever seen manifested fr 

“T.oough I was considerably fatigued when I reache 
house, sand, under ordinary circumstances, should have gone 
to bed. J kept him up umll! midnight, talking about the prin 
and affiairs of governmeinl, and got more real, true knowlec 
them than I had got all m y  life before.

“I -have known and =>sen much of him since, fori rcspec 
—no, that is not the word— I reverence and love him more 
any livirng man, and I go "o see him two or thrte times every 
and I wiul tell you, sir, if every one who professes to be a C 
ian liveid and acted anc ̂ enjoyed it as he does, the religh 
Christ w/ould Lake the w a n d  by storm.

“BiUt to return to ray story. The next momin<* we we 
the barbecue, and, to m y  surprise, found about a thousand 
there, t met a good m a n y  w h o m  I had not known before 
they and! m y  friend intro-duccd m e  around until I bad <»ot p 
well acquainted — at least, they all knew me.

“In. due time notice was given that I would speak to t 
They gathered up around a stand that had been erected. I op 
ny speech by saying:

“ T'ellow-citizens _  J present myself before you today 
ing like a new man. M y  eyes have lately been opened to to 
which ignorance or prejudice, or both, had heretofore hi 
from m y  new. I feel that I can today offer you the abibty to 
der you .more valuable sendee than I have ever been ->.ble to re 
before, t am here today more for the purpose of acknowlct 
my e r r o r  than to seek your votes. That I should make this 
nowledgcment is due to myself as well as to you. Whether 
vote for .me is a matter for your consideration only.’

“I w  ent on to tell ♦hem about the fire and m y  vote foi 
appropriation and then told them why I was satisfied it 
wrong. I closed by saying: _

“ ‘Am d  now, fellow-atizens, it remains only for me ic 
you that the most of the speech you have listened lo wit 
much interest was simply a -epitition of the arguments by w 
your neighbor, Mr. Bunce, convinced me of m y  error.

“ ‘It is the best speech I ever made in my life, but he L* 
titled to the credit for it- A n d  now I hope he"is satisfied wit) 
convert *nd that he will get up here and tell you so.’

“He came up to the stand and said:
“ ‘Fellow-citizens — it affords me great pleasure to cor. 

with the request of Colonel Crockett. 1 have always consid 
him a thoroughly honest man, and 1 am satisfied that he 
faithfully perform all that he has promised you today.'

“He w ent down, and there went up from that crowd su 
shout for Davy Crockett us his name never called forth bcl

<“ fI a m  not much given to tears, but I was taken with a c 
ing then and felt some big drops rolling down m y  cheeks. A  
tell you now that the remembrance of those few words sp< 
by such a man, and the honest, hearty shout they produce 
worth more to me than aD the honors I have received and al! 
reputation I have ever made, or ever shall make, as a membi 

Congress/’
“Now, sir,” concluded Crockett, “you know why I n

that speech yesterday.
“There is one thing n o w  to which I will call your attenl 

Vou remember that I proposed lo give a week's pay. There at 
that House manv very wealthy men -  men who think nothin 
spending a week’s pay, or a dozen of them fora dinner or a ' 
party wlicn they have something to accomplish by it. Som 
these same men made beautiful speeches upon ihe'gTeal deb 
gratitude which the country owed the decea-ed -  a debt w! 
could not be paid by money — and the insignificance and wc 
lessness of money, particularly so insignificant a sum of S10,t 
when weighed against the honor of the nation. Yet nut on 
them responded lo m y  proposition. Monev with them is not! 
but trash when it is lo come out of the people. But it is the 
great tiling for which most of them are striving jnd manv of tl 
sacrifice honor, integrity and justice to obtain it.”
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION requesting the Congress to propose an amendment 
to the Constitution of the Unitec’ States to abolish personal income, 
estate, and gift taxes and prohibit the United States Government from 
engaging in business in competition with its citizens.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
INDIANA:

SECTION 1. The General Assembly of the State of Indiana 
requests the Congress of the United States to propose the following amend­
ment to the Constitution of the United States:

"ARTICLE—

Section 1. The Government of the United States shall not en­
gage in any business, professional, commercial, financial or industrial
enterprise except as specified in the Constitution.

Section 2. The constitution or laws of any State or the laws 
of the United States shall not be subject to the terms of any foreign or 
domestic agreement which would abrogate this amendment.

Section 3. The activities of the United States Government 
which violate the intent and purpose of this amendment shall, within a 
period of three years from the date of the ratification of this amendment, 
be liquidated and the properties and facilities affected shall be sold.

Section A. Three'-years after the ratification of this amend­
ment the sixteenth article of amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States shall stand repealed and thereafter Congress shall not levy taxes 
on personal incomes, estates, or gifts."

SECTION 2. The Secretary of the Senate is instructed to trans­
mit a certified copy of this resolution to the President of the Senate of 
the Congress of the United States, the Speaker of the House of Represent­
atives of the Congress of the United States, the presiding officer or. 
each chamber of each state legislature in the United States, and eacn 
member of the Indiana congressional delegation.

Adopted by voice vote 'this twenty-third day of April, 1981.
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.__
Title U r g i n g  ^dnpl-inn 
Requested By Hnnc;p .Tnrl i‘ n-i a-ry

H J R  14_____________________________
rtf t h e  "T.iberty A m p r i d m p n t "

  Tlaf*

FISCAL NOTE

Date 1 - 7 7 - Z 7

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected_
Program Category Affected

D ep ar t m e n t  nf-Na-tn.r.al— Resgjjxcg-S-

BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected
WRMF.r / n p w l  nninpnt-

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
000 EQUIPMENT
oOO LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

•0- -O-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME -0-
PART TIME -0-
TEMPORARY -0-

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

A l t h o u g h  this D e p a r t m e n t  r e c e i v e s  Fede ra l f u n d i n g  f o r  v a r i o u s  
p r o gr am s  rela ti ng  to forestry, geoth er ma l d e v e l o p m e n t ,  g e o l o g i c  
mapping, r e c l a m a t i o n  and w a t e r  m a n a g e m e n t ; none of t h e s e  w o u l d  
fall u n d e r  the p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i ns t "enterprise" a c t i v i t i e s  
d e s c r i b e d  in S e c ti on  flne of the bill.

IV. DATE M a r n h  73, in,,? PREPARED BY M a r k  W i t t Q ^
AGENCY__________ D e p t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE________ 4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)
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