


CITY OF

P.0. BOX 46 KOTZEBUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
KOTZEBUE, ALASKA 99752 907-442-3351

September 22, 1981

Representative Ramona L. Barnes, Chairman
House Judiciary Committee

P.0O. Box 3382 R

Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Dear Representative Barnes:

I regret 1 cannot attend personally but would like to
present my written comments to the House Judiciary
Committee.

I would like to lend my support to all but one of the
proposals. I would especially give my highest
recommendation to the Governors Drug Bill, House Bill
#180, It is badly needed.

My one reservation is in regard to House Bill # 572 »
on Domestic Violence.

Most often the Police Officer answering domestic dispute
calls is acting as an arbitrator and/or mediator.

Injecting the Officer further into the dispute by requiring
the Officer to assist one party or the other will remove
their "impartial” stature and make their job harder 1in

the future as the Officer will be viewed as an adversary

by the other party involved.

The Court must be presented the documents before.service
and 1 feel the court is the proper place for assistance
to be rendered the party seeking injunctive relief.

/0
DONALD E. BUEHLER ifr"
Chief of Police

cc: AS Revisions file
Sgt Jones
Sgt Wallace
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
twelfth legislature

FISCAL NOTE

REQIJUEST _

Bill/Resolution No.  «B 573

Title An Act Relating to the Crime of Tampering with a Witness
Requested bvn House Judiciary Committee Date 1/8/8?

Il. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected  ~-Alaska Court System .

Program Category Affected
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected
(Note: ifmore than one budget component isaffected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)

Fy 81 FY 82  FY83  Fys4 FY.85  .FY86

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400  COMMODITIES
500 EOUIPMENT
600 LAND 4 STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAINS. ETC.

TOTAL ~-0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

FUNDINO  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Specify FunJ Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

)
Il ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section 1)
|

The reclassification of this offense from a misdemeanor to a felony
will create additional cases for the superior court and reduce the
workload of the district court. This shift should not require any
additional resources Tfor the Alaska Court System.

IV. DATE 1/12/82 PREPARED BY _ Richard P. Barrier
o o . AGENCY Alaska Court Systenm

Original: Legmmnvermnce PHONE  264-0545

cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 12/80
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TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE.

I. REQUEST ] House Bill No. 573
Bill/Resolution N 0

Title "An Act relating to the crime of tampering with a witness."

Requested by Representative Barnes Date .Tamia-ry ft JLSS2

I1. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Health and Social Services
Program Category Affected Wenger Confinement Reformation fc Supervision
BRU, Program, Or fubprogram(s) Affected Adult Confinement
(Note: If more th | one budget component is affected, separate line-itenm
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

Fy 82 Fy 83 FY 84 Fy 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400 COMMODITIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- —0-

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I11. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section 111)

The Division of Adult Corrections anticipates no fiscal impact if
11.B. 573 were to be enacted.

V. paTg January 11, 1982 PREPARED BY Roger C

’ "AGENCY Division of Adult Corrections, h&SS
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE  465-3376 -
cC: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)



TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. HB 573
Title An Act relating to the prime of tampering with a witness

Requested bv House Judiciary Committee Date 1/7/82
I1. FISCAL DETAIL

Agency Affected Department of Law >

Program Category Affected Administration of Justice

BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400 COMMODITIES

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL -0- -6- -0- -0- -0- -0~

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND ..0. -n- -0- -n- -Nn-
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

I11. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

This legislation raises the penalty fpr tampering with m witness
from a class A misdemeanor to a class C felony. Approval of
this bill will not result in any additional costs or expenditures.

IV. DATE January 8, 1982 PREIARED BY. hief Prosecutor
AGENCY Department Law

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE ..465-3.429,.

cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)
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DEPARTN™T of public safety
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 7 pouck H - wHeAu 995I1

January 8, 1982 465-4338

Bill Cook

Legislative Counsel

House Judiciary Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cook:

Re: Fiscal Notes - HB 180, HB 473, HB 573, .iffi 577

Per your request for fiscal notes on the aba"e-referenced Bills, this is
to notify you that HB 473, HB 573, HB 577, if enacted, would have no
fiscal impact on the Department of Public Safety.

In regard to HB 180, 1 have requested that a fiscal note be prepared on

this bill and upon receipt of this information, 1 will forward it to
your office immediately.

Sincerely,

CL._o\.yot".

Paul Conger h
Legislative Liaison Aide



TO: The House Judiciary Committee

1e
FROM: Suzanne Lombardi
Client Service Coordinator A |
Valley Womens Resource Center / "2
i -l
RE: Testimony for House Bills on Sexual Assault and Violent Crime i

The Valley Womens Resource Center has been serving victims of sexual assault
and domestice violence in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough for the last year.

I would like to thank the Judiciary Committee for this opporturity to
express our opinions on the follwing bills:

HB 473 Regarding Sexual Assault

* \

We are grateful to see that the Task Force has recognized the serious
effects of these crimes and are pleased to see this legislation that will
enforce stiffer penalties.

We would like to suggest that along with longer sentences that there be
mandated treatment programs as well as funds appropriated for treatment not
only within the prison system, but for ouside as well.

We have found that assailants convicted of sexual assault are usually sentence®
to time without parole, and therefore, upon release there 1is not treatment
and no hold upon them. As aresult the recidivism rate for this
particular crime is extremely high.

HB 572 Domestice Violence/Emerge.icy Injunctive Relief or TRO

We are pleased to see that the rreakdown has been recognized between victims
being informed of the TRO and the actual carrying through of this process.

At this time we are not sure that more legislation, or more paperwork

will solve this gap. The problem in our area seems to be with the original
bill. To our knowledge, some women have not been informed of either the
Resource Center or the option of filing a TRO.

It is our opinion that more would be accomplished if the original HB 287
was more effectively enforced.

IT the victims were made aware of the existence of the Center, and if possible,
a call made at the scene of the incident to our advocates, the trained staff
would be able to follow through with the action and accompany the person
throughout the legal system. This would cut down on police time as well as
put whe victim in direct contact with the Resource Center for further support
systems.

We would emphasize that our situation in the Valley may differ substantially
from more ir.iccessable areas.

c#>UriNUE.P oVER ¥
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HB 573 Tampering with a witness - making this a Class C Felony

We support this bill as in crimes such as domestic violence and sexual assault
the only witness is the victinm. It is not uncommon to have an assailant
threaten or actually assault the victim again in order to have them

revoke their testimony.

HB 578 Release on bail after certain crimes

We support this bill as many times victims are reluctant to press charges
for fear of retaliation in the time before sentencing or pending appeal.
Experience attests to the fact that the victims are in extreme danger, and
the crime committed again, before they appear for trial.

IIB 576 Regards the videotaping or the exclusion of the public during
testimony of young victims of sexual assault or abuse.

We fTirmly support this bill for the fact that young victims are often trauma—
tized by public testimony.

We would like to suggest that this bill be amended to include all victims
of sexual assault.

In addition to this we would ask that crimes of this nature be given first
proirity on the court calendar.

We have found that both public testimony as well as long, protracted trials
traumatize not only the victim under 16, but all victims of sexual assault
and/or abuse.

liH
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