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T0: Representative Don Clocksin
Chairman, House HESS Committee

FROM: Senator Bettye Fahrenkamp
DATE: April 23, 1981

RE: SB 18, An Act relating to special education.
You Lave in the possession of your committee, SB 18, B
this memorandum, | am requesting that you hold hearings on
the b ill as soon as possible for the réasons | an about to

explain.
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funding and a program for special educatlor

IS summer's program. Qifted children are not
b ill.  Howevef, with Senator Stlswon and

help, we have prepared another b ill, SB 365, which
the Senate which w ill provide fonding and
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fe™*“la for “il special education etudente. Hopefully
3B 365." 10 CaBe rapil aotlon ¥U1 °ct’be possible ‘on

® M & T V S E£S £d!B haTI"S * early conalllJeratlon of

Thank you very much.
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TO: JEN PARR, JEN BENNETT, JEN FAHRENKAMP

FR:  JANE CARJON, 754 B NMJH U OF A . FAIRBANKJ 99701 PH. 479-4059
RE: JB 365, JB 517

AJ THE PARENT OF A HANDICAPPED CHILD 1 WOULD LIKE TO URCE JUPPORT
"OF JB 365. AJ A CCNJUMER OF DAYCARE. I WOULD LIKE TO URGE JUPPORT *
OF JB 517 IN THE INTEREJT OF UPGRADING QUALITY OF JERVICE AT

DAYCARE CENTERJ.



APR 2 8 1981

Xkr.v ”
rm,.#ﬁd Qth-C™ Sri™m th t ./d
f c ...ft % pLfrecdV. 2 gy
« # m
. o%p oxy0e o o effeSee oot _e® pe ek .M
h'.r-Zz ..J-hff

- 57+ _..6°02F%.£* hr.tnk o )..

- JJ 2 P e ;*I£-1

- >mec £ & -rn . tfN /

iltek FOEL& | cd</rarr
Of I/ St V*IL W/ A/

to v+.t hel/j>/r?7 crt c»s<d
-/.0tr~rS*c h *»/.crp/3 cd Of)ci q ,fItA J/u cdc&/-,

y th $ m K the St* /c shov/<S A?*/rf£ <sh>far

the CUL I 708/ ttoto f0 thd Stprrt
fh . cdun™f'h *=* w* |t h *vit .the fun*try
th Cy httd -/*y ~ ypod th**» ty ol?
n Vo a "~ ru "y
i ~emaq T tl



n...M <7roane<b A ]
= /n \'t )t - UAxreh-fkmll
J /9 P t.? 273272 . 1

#5db/>Y L& a*tU e-

Veft/ S kfb xA & xd S fe d k +r& L ,

tytjju& AfyJLiu JfL. jy**c/rujdL..

*EFA*AdEWA > L - <y?-sa & t& uul
S . FtyCC /T fy u e | M #& mjo ./ tw vuu?” u IL
\ J & d vy ty e -y < W N& /U U U < £

"k AP JulLJ a v ® O s-JU *S yZ *rU L,AJULE
A tls tL t/K t
& cJU P L~>*A "yw u« fL"

~U *u h y rrin Jp& c2a{r€



Gail M. SJietl”*r, Cp«ch 1
DetlLa/Orociy School Dlata
Pouch 1

Delta JUBictim, Ak 99737
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TO: Chainnan Parr )
Members of the Senate HESS Committee Anctvaraci oM

FROM: NE/"Alaska

SUBJECT: Senate B ill 18: . _
An Act Relating to Special Education FaNtkanM Offlea

MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

NEA/Alaska supports and urges passage of Senate Bill 18.

Continuity ol an educational prograa is an essential component
of a successful school experience for children with learning
disabilities. Reinforcement and repltition are basic techniques
used with exceptional learners. Access to a continuing prograa
would add significantly to the cumulative success of Alaska“"s
handicapped children. Senate Bill IB would provide such an
opportunity.

This bill 1s significant in its implementation in that i1t Is
designed to make the opportunity of access to a continuing
program available to all children in the state who are
classified as mentally retarded, physically and mentally
handicapped and multi®handicapped. NEA/Alaska eagerly
supports this effort.

Finally, NEA/Alaska supports the concept that a child who

would qualify for summer school instruction under this bill may
have access to the services of another district or REAA 1in the
event their home school district does not operate a summer
school, as stated in AS 14. 30. 348 (b).

Respectfully Submitted,
Bob Manners

Executive Secretary
January 28, 1981



RECARDING. INPROVED SPECIAL EDUCATION FOURDATION FUNDING

Councfl Objoctiv:

Support establishment of a task force to develop proposals to Increase special
education foundation funding to include diagnosis and assessment, occupational

therapy, physical therapy, speech therapy, and other related educational
Services.,

Committee Purpose:

1. To develop a comprehensive set of proposals with one, or possibly two,
funding options recommended that could go into legislation.

2. To research special education funding systems in other states as well as
research recent work on special education funding being done by the Council
for Exceptional Children, the Council for Administrators of Special Education,
and Tne National Association of Stale Directors of Special Education.

Problems Statement:

1. T ADM/FTE system currently in use funds service District's can pro-
n > not service students need. The ADM/PTE system encourages misplacing
students to expand FTE and/or overload teachers. Students can be placed in
special education vho don'™ need that service in order to generate FTE.

I. Some districts have adequate money and many others do not have enough
money to forowde for services required under Public Law 9*4-m2. This is
ptaréwutlary true in districts with an abundance of level 4 or level e
students.

3. High need students already at level 9 who need more than four hours a
day of special education service are not funded for the excess service
beyond the four hours a day. Students who need service b}{ a myriad
of professionals (level « students) are only funded for level 9 service.

4. There exist discrepancies and inequities between Districts and within
guidelines on who can be counted for FTE. on contracting for services,
on special ec jcation teacher aide lime, and on special education aide
supervision. ~These discrepancies often occur because of individual
Department of Education staff interpretation and individual District in-
terpretation.

5. Administration of statewide programs and the funding for those programs
Is unbalanced, often inequitable, and allows studentsto go unscrved.
6. No funding is provided for indirect consulting services by special education

staff to reqular education teachers. Research has shown consulting to be
a most effective means of mainstreaming special education students.



10.

11.

12.

Diagnosis and assessment servicer are net no* fundable a; ail excop: for
the 30-day clause in special education regulations ami that clause only
covers students who actually hecome certified for special education servicos.
The 30-day clause discourages preventative or alternative service measures.

REAA's often send their severely handicapped students by tronsfer into
city/borough school districts, yet the funding mechanism doesn't reflect
the fact that REAA's frequently do not serve the high need students.

9

Small Districts with less than five (5() special education students frequently
cannot raise adequate funds to provide services.

No provision exists for tracking special education dollars within districts
or accountability for special education foundation funds.

Possible Options:

1.

See the recommendation of the cat_e?orical funding task force. Option f1

of that task force included a SP_ema education schedule wit munder three
students to be one (lf instruction unit; three to ten students to be two (2)
instructional units: 11 to IS students to be three (3) Instructional units:

19 to 27 students to be four St) instructional units; and. for ?!e students so
be four (*) units plus one (1) unit for each ninepupils or frection of nine

In full time equivalent ADM,

Option 12 of that task force included a biannual plan of service for block
grant funds to cover direct costs of categorical programs ‘Legislation should
De developed to direct the Department of Education to d*v*Ljp regulations to
implement block grants.  The regulations shall b» objective criteria standards
inorder to prevent subjective Judgments by the Department of Education stall
and should cover: a) what components are needed: b) what students ere to be
served; c) Initial start up costs; d) hign cost programs, and. a) inservke
and materials development.* _

Alter the ADM/hTF system to include more levels of service. In addition,
specify that both direct and indirect service time can N counted for funding.
Set up clear and equitable guidelines on «rh*t is fwndeb'e and what is not
fundable, perhaps with a rural component and an urban component. This
would need to be done along with an option for increased special education
funding overall.

Fund the high need level a and level *+ sturenit on a prorjrem funding basis.
That is. have the Slate pay for all program costs on Itw high need students

and continue level of service fundi,n% fcr ‘evel | tirouQh level | students
ur.der the current funding mechanisi.



Committor Members:

RtprcentoUv,, of AAASE iAlaska Association of Administrators for Social

Education), the Deportment of Education, State Boa-d of Education

A jtocietion of School Board.,. NEA A, .ska. t ul
andicoppcd and Ciftcd. The Alaska Association of School administrators
uperintendent's Association and Principal's Association), State Legistators.
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