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TO : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D on  C lo c k s i n
C h a irm a n , H ou se  HESS C om m itte e

FROM: S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h re n k am p
DATE : A p r i l  2 3 ,  1 9 8 1
R E : SB 1 8 ,  An A c t r e l a t i n g  t o  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .

Y ou  L a v e  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  y o u r  c o m m it t e e ,  SB  1 8 .  By 
t h i s  m em orandum , I  am r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  h o ld  h e a r i n g s  o n  
t h e  b i l l  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  I  a n  a b o u t  t o  
e x p l a i n .
SB 1 8  s e t s  up  a  sum m er s c h o o l  p ro g ra m  f o r  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  
p h y s i c a l ,  m e n t a l ,  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  m u l t i p l e  h a n d i c a p s .  P o r  m any  
y e a r s  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  I g n o r e d  b y  s c h o o l  d l s t r l o t a  
b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  fu n d s  o r  h a v e  b e e n  s h u t t l e d  a s i d e  b e c a u s e  
o f  o t h e r  p ro g ra m s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m o re  ^ e s s e n t i a l . ”  T h a t  t h e s e  
k i d s  n o t  be I g n o r e d  a n o t h e r  summ er I s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  m e . I n  a y  
m in d  t h e  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  l a  t h a t  t h e y  
a r e  u n a b le  t o  r e t a i n  t h i n g s  I n  t h e i r  y o u n g  B i n d s  a n d  b o d i e s  w i t h ­
o u t  a  c o n t i n u a l  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  V h e n  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  n o  l o n g e r  r e c e i v e  e d u c a t i o n  I n  t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  g o  home 
f o r  t h e  sum m er o r  a r e  w i t h o u t  s c h o o l i n g  f o r  t h e  s u m m e r , t h e i r  
b a s l o  k n o w le d g e  a n d  m o t o r  s k i l l s  a r e  o f t e n  l o s t .  My c o n c e r n  
I s  t h a t  t h i s  n o t  h a p p e n  a n y  l o n g e r .
SB 1 8  p r o v i d e s  f u n d in g  a n d  a  p ro g ra m  f o r  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t l o r  
s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h i s  s u m m e r 's  p r o g r a m . O i f t e d  c h i l d r e n  a r e  n o t  
I n c lu d e d  I n  t h e  b i l l .  H o w e v e r , w i t h  S e n a t o r  S t l s w o n  a n d  
t h r o u g h  h i s  h e l p ,  we h a v e  p r e p a r e d  a n o t h e r  b i l l ,  S B  3 6 5 ,  w h ic h
I s  s t i l l  I n  t h e  S e n a t e  w h ic h  w i l l  p r o v id e  f o n d ln g  a n d#•
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f °™ “ la  fo r  “ i 1 s p e c ia l  education  e tu d e n te . H o p efu lly

s .  s “ 3 * s % x “ “SB 365."* 10 Ca8e rapl<1 aotlon ¥U1 °ct be possible on

®  M & T V S £ S £ d ! B h a T l" S “  e a r l y  c o n a l l J e r a t l o n  o f

T h a n k  you very much.

B F /a b



MJG 81 -00014791 PRTY 1 04/30/81 10:41:33 ORIG: Lroi IN*» 0002 0UT* 0010
FROM: MAXINE/FAIRBANKS TO: JUNO INFO
TARGET: LJH2 JUBJ. POM PAf:p (. £1

TO: JEN PARR, JEN BENNETT, JEN FAHRENKAMP

FR: JANE CARJON, 754 B NMJH U OF A . FAIRBANK J 99701 PH. 479-4059

RE: JB 365, JB 517

AJ THE PARENT OF A HANDICAPPED CHILD I WOULD LIKE TO URCE JUPPORT 
' OF JB 365. AJ A CCNJUMER OF DAYCARE. I WOULD LIKE TO URGE JUPPORT * 
OF JB 517 IN THE INTEREJT OF UPGRADING QUALITY OF JERVICE AT 
DAYCARE CENTERJ.
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TO : C h a in n a n  P a r r
M em bers  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m it te e

FROM: NE/'Alaska

SU B JE C T : S e n a t e  B i l l  1 8 :
An A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n
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MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

NEA/Alaska supports and urges passage of Senate B i l l  18.

Continuity o i  an educational prograa is an essential c o m p o n e n t  
of a successful school experience for children w i t h  l e a r n i n g  
disabilities. Reinforcement and repltition are b a s i c  t e c h n i q u e s  
used with exceptional learners. Access to a c o n t i n u i n g  p r o g r a a  
would add significantly to the cumulative success of A l a s k a ' s  
handicapped children. Senate Bill IB would provide s u c h  a n  
opportunity.

This bill is significant in its implementation in that it I s  
designed to make the opportunity of access to a c o n t i n u i n g  
program available to all children in the state w h o  are 
classified as mentally retarded, physically and m e n t a l l y  
handicapped and multi'handicapped. NEA/Alaska e a g e r l y  
supports this effort.

Finally, NEA/Alaska supports the concept that a c h i l d  w h o  
would qualify for summer school instruction under this b i l l  may 
have access to the services of another district o r  R E A A  in t h e  
event their home school district does not operate a summer  
school, as stated in AS 14. 30. 348 (b).

Respectfully Submitted,

Bob Manners 
Executive Secretary 
January 28, 1981



T A S K  F O R C E  T O  D E V E L O P  P R O P O S A L S  . RECARDINC IMPROVED SPECIAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION FUNDING
Councfl O b jo c t iv :

Support establishment of a task force to develop p roposa ls  to In c re a se  spec ia l 
education foundation funding to include diagnosis and assessm en t , o c cup a t ion a l 
the rapy , physica l th e rapy , speech therapy , and other re la te d  educa tiona l 
s e rv ic e s .

Committee Purpose:

1 . To deve lop a comprehensive set o f p roposa ls with on e , o r  p o s s ib ly  two , 
funding options recommended that could go into le g is la t io n .

2 . To re sea rch  special education funding systems in o the r states a s  w e l l as 
re sea rch  recent work on special education funding be ing  done b y  the C oun c i l 
fo r  Exceptional C h i ld ren , the Council fo r Adm in is tra to rs  o f  S pec ia l E duca t ion , 
and Tne National Association of Stale D irecto rs of Spec ia l E duca t ion .

P rob lems Statement:

1. T ADM/FTE system cu r re n t ly  in use funds service D is t r ic t ' s  can  p r o -
n > not se rv ice  students need. The ADM/PTE system encou rag e s  m isp la c in g  
students to expand FTE and /o r ove r load  teachers . S tuden ts  can be p la c ed  in 
specia l education v h o  don'* need that se rv ice in o rd e r  to g en e ra te  FTE .

I . Some d is tr ic ts  have adequate money and many others d o  not h av e  enough
money to p rov id e  fo r se rv ices requ ired  under Public Law  9*4-m2. T h is  i s
p a r t ic u la r ly  true in d is tr ic ts  with an abundance of le v e l 4 o r  le v e l <(♦ 
students .

3 . High need students a lready at leve l 9 who need more th an  fo u r  h o u rs  a 
day o f special education se rv ice  a re  not funded for the excess s e rv ic e  
beyond the fou r hou rs a day . Students who need s e rv ic e  b y  a m y r ia d  
o f p ro fe ss iona ls  ( leve l «• students) a re  on ly  funded f o r  le ve l 9 s e rv ic e .

4. T h e re  exist d isc repancies and inequities between D is t r ic ts  and w ith in  
gu ide lines on who can be counted fo r FTE. on con trac ting  fo r  s e r v ic e s ,  
on special ec jcation teacher aide lime, and on special educa tion  a ide 
supe rv is ion . These d iscrepancies often occur because o f  in d iv id u a l 
Department o f Education staff in terpretation and ind iv idua l D is t r ic t  in ­
te rp re ta t ion .

5. Adm inistration of statewide p rog ram s and the funding f o r  those p ro g ram s
is unba lanced , often inequitab le , and a llows students to  go u n s c r v e d .

6 . No funding is p rov ided  for ind irect consu lting se rv ic e s  by spec ia l edu ca t ion  
staff to regu la r  education teache rs . Research has shown con su lt in g  to be
a most effective means of mainstreaming special education s tud en ts .



8.

9.

7 . D iagnosis and assessment se rv ice r are net no* fu ndab le  a ;  a i l  e x c o p :  fo r
the 30 -day c lause in special education regu la tions am i that c la u se  o n ly  
cove rs  students who actua lly  become certified fo r sp ec ia l educa t ion  s e r v ic o s .  
The 30 -d ay  c lause d iscourages p reventative o r  a l te rn a t iv e  s e r v ic e  m e a su re s .

. •

REAA's often send their seve re ly  handicapped s tuden ts  b y  t r o n s f e r  in to 
c i ty /b o rough  school d is t r ic ts , yet the funding mechanism  d oe sn 't  r e f le c t  
the fact that REAA's frequen t ly  do not se rve  the h igh  need s tu d en ts .

9

Small D is tr ic ts  with less than five (5 ) special education  s tuden ts  f r e q u e n t ly  
cannot ra ise adequate funds to p rov id e  se rv ic e s .

10. No p rov is ion  ex ists fo r tracking special education d o l l a r s  w ith in  d i s t r i c t s  
o r  accountability fo r special education foundation fu n d s .

11.

12.

S.

Poss ib le  Options:

1 . See the recommendation of the categorica l funding task  fo r c e .  Op tion  f  1 
o f that task fo rce included a special education schedu le  wit ■» u n d e r  th ree  
students to be one (1 ) instruction unit; th ree to ten s tu d en ts  to b e  tw o (2 )
instructiona l units: 11 to IS students to be th ree (3 )  In s t ru c t io n a l u n i ts :
19 to 27 students to be fou r ( t )  instructiona l units; a n d .  f o r  ? ! •  s tu d en ts  so 
be fou r (* ) units p lus one (1) unit for each nine p u p i ls  o r  f r e c t io n  o f  n in e
in fu l l time equivalent ADM.
Option 12 o f that task fo rce included a biannual p lan  o f  s e r v ic e  f o r  b lo c k  
grant funds to cover d irec t costs o f categorica l p ro g ram s  'L e g i s la t i o n  shou ld  
be deve loped to direct the Department of Education to d * v * L jp  re g u la t io n s  to 
implement b lock g ran ts . The regu la tions sha ll b» o b je c t iv e  c r i t e r i a  s ta n d a rd s  
in o rd e r  to p reven t sub jective Judgments by the Depa rtm en t o f  Educa t ion  s ta l l  
and shou ld  cove r : a ) what components a re  needed: b )  what s tu d en ts  e r e  to  be 
se rved ; c ) In itia l start up costs; d )  hign cost p ro g ram s , a n d .  a ) i n s e r v k e  
and materia ls deve lopment.*
A lte r the ADM/hTF system to include more leve ls  o f  s e r v i c e .  In a d d i t io n ,  
specify that both direct and indirect se rv ice time can N  counted  f o r  fu n d in g .  
Set up c lea r and equitable gu ide lines on «rh*t is fwndeb'e a n d  what is not 
fundab le , perhaps with a ru ra l  component and an u r b a n  c om pon en t . T h is  
would need to be done along with an option fo r in c re a sed  sp ec ia l edu ca t ion  
funding o v e r a l l .
Fund the h igh need leve l a and leve l • •  s tu re n i t  on  a  p ro r j r em  fu n d in g  b a s i s .  
That is . have the Slate pay for a l l  p rogram  costs on  Itw  h ig h  need s tu d en ts  
and continue leve l o f se rv ice  funding fcr ‘ eve l l  t’ i ro uQ h  le v e l  I  s tu d en ts  
ur.der the cu rren t funding mechanism.

2.

3.

S.



6.

Committor Members;

R t p r c c n t o U v , ,  o f  AAASE (A laska Association o f  A dm in is tra to rs  f o r  S o c i a l  
Education ), the Deportment o f Education, State Boa-d o f E d u c a tio n  
A.jtocietion o f School B o a rd . , .  NEA A , .s k a . t  u l

andicoppcd and C iftcd . The A laska Association o f School Administrators 
uperin tendent's Association and P r inc ipa l's  A ssoc ia t ion ) , S tate Legislators.
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