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HOUSE RILL 70*

"An Act mlating to disclosure of vital statistics records"

The amendment to AS 10.60.310 to add a new subsection under (f) is similiar
to a provision in the Model State Vital Statistics Act which is endorsed by
the Council of State Oovernments.

By making public, birth records after 100 years, and death, marriage, and
divorce records after 50 years, it will satisfy the need expressed by many
who desire to research their "roo.s". Because of the model law, many states
have enacted this provision, with success, be*aus., those vital recorns re—
lating to the [living and next of kin, art still primarily protected.

Passage of H. R. 70* would make public about 40,0(10 of the 750,000 records in
the custody of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.

It is acknowledged that care must be exercised in providing a place for the
public review of these records while assuring the continued safekeeping of the
documents. The existing staff can monitor the record rrview so the only
fiscal impact to the bureau would be in the need for a work table and chairs.

The Vp.jrTment of Health 1ind Social Services recommends passage of House Bill
Number 7nn.
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