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2/4/81 FURTHER: FINANCE

Date: -J ^  A. I

Mr. Speaker: HEALTH, EDUCATION &
The Com m ittee on SOCIAL SERVICES_______________has_had______Ho r
"At Act e s t a b l i s h in g  the L e g i s l a t i v e  Reg iona l  Educa t iona l  Attendance 
Area Budget Ove rs igh t  Committee as a permanent in t e r im  committee o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and d e f i n in g  i t s  powers and d u t i e s ;  and p rov id ing  
f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "
under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ ] do pass [ 1 do not pass

[ ] do pass with attached amendments(s)
] same title

[\ 1 replace with CS for ( ( , <| 7 _u__________________________j new title

and recommends ______________________________________________________________

[ J AND attaches a ''Letter of Intent" ( ] New Fiscal Note

[ ] reports it back without recommendation

[ ] referred to the ___________________________________________Committee

SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

. A

C £ z T
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TH E REAA BUDGET O V ERSIG H T COMMITTEE WAS CREA TED 

BY TH E P R E S ID E N T  CF TH E SENA TE AND TH E S P E A K E R  

OF TH E HOUSE ON FEBRUARY 7 ,  1 9 8 0  TO "P R O V ID E  

ACCO UNTA BILITY FU NCTIO NS (FO R  TH E R EA A S) S IM IL A R  

TO THAT WHICH M U N IC IP A L IT IE S  E X E R C IS E  OVER T H E IR  

LOCAL D I S T R I C T S " .  ALTHOUGH TH E REAAS HAVE I

LOCALLY ELEC TED  SCHOOL BOARDS WHICH ARE R E S P O N S IB L E  

FOR A D M IN IS T R A T IV E  AND EDUCATIONAL D E C IS IO N S  WI T HI N  

T H E IR  D I S T R I C T S  -  AS TH E  G 0 V E R N I..3  BODY F O R  T H E  UN­

ORGANIZED BOROUGH, T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  I S  U L T IM A T E L Y  

R E S P O N S IB L E  FOR TH E E X PE N D ITU R E  OF S T A T E  FU N D S IN  

TH E REA A S.

THE REAA BUDGET O V ERSIG H T COM M ITTEE CONDUCTED M E E T IN G S  

WITH ALL 2 1  OF TH E  REAAS DURING TH E SUMMER OF 1 9 8 0 .

A T I T S  OCTOBER 1 7 ,  1 9 8 0  M E E T IN G , TH E C O M M ITTEE  

ACCEPTED A MOTION THAT I T  CONTINUE IN  I T S  FU N C TIO N  TO 

REVIEW ALL REAA B U D G E T S , RECOMMEND L E G I S L A T I V E  CHANGES 

TO MAKE C ER TA IN  THAT FUNDING LE V EL S ARE F A I R  AND 

E Q U IT A B L E , AND IN  II NE WI TH OTHER EDUCATIONAL L E V E L S  

IN  ALASKA, AND TRAVEL TO TH E REAAS TO O B SE R V E  TH E 

S T A TU S F I R S T  HAND.

TWO VOLUMES CONTAINING THE A C T I V I T I E S  OF T H E  REAA 

BUDGET O V ERSIG H T COM M ITTEE DURING TH E I N U . . . M  OF 1 9 8 0



HAVE BEEN PR ESE N TE D  TO TH E CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE 

H ESS C O M M ITTEE.
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BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND

IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 76 (HESS)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

/ BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to education in the unorganized

borough: establishing community Behan) c o m m i t - in

regional educational attendance areas, establishing

the Legislative Regional Educational Attendance Area 

Budget Oversight Committee as a permanent interim 

committee of the legislature: and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.08 is amended by adding now sections to read:

Sec. 14.08.173. COMMUNITY SCHOOL COMMITTEES. (a) There is

established a community school committee in each community and military 

reservation served by a school operated by a regional educational 

attendance area. If the regional educational attendance area school in 

a community or military reservation has an average daily membership of 

less than 251 pupils, the community school committee consists of three 

members. If the average dally membership Is more than 250 pupils, the 

community school committee consists of five members. This section does 

not apply in a regional educational attendance area which serves only 

one community or military reservation.

(b) If a community or military reservation qualifies for a three* 

member community school committee under (a) of this section, the quali­

fied voters of that community or military reservation may increase the 

cc.mmittee to five members by referendum conducted at an election coin­

ciding with an election for community school comolttee members. If a
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comtnun: ty  o r  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n  q u a l i f i e s  f o r  a f ive-member community 
schoo l committee under (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  the q u a l i f i e d  v o t e r s  o f  
th a t  community o r  m i l i t a r y  r e s e r v a t i o n  may in c rea se  th e  committee to 
seven members by referendum conducted a t  an e l e c t i o n  c o in c id in g  with an 
e l e c t i o n  f o r  community schoo l committee members.

( c )  The e l e c t i o n  o f  community schoo l committee member* s h a l l  be 
h e ld  a t  the same time as r e g u l a r  municipal e l e c t i o n s  i n  the second 
c la s s  c i t y  having the l a r g e s t  p opu la t ion  in  the r e g i o n a l  educa t iona l  
at tendance a r e a .  I f  the re  i s  no second c la s s  c i t y  w i t h in  the r e g io n a l  
educa t iona l  attendance a re a ,  the e l e c t i o n  s h a l l  be h e ld  on an annual 
e l e c t i o n  date f i x e d  by r e g u la t i o n  adopted by the depar tment .

(d )  An e l e c t i o n  under (b ) o r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be con­
ducted s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in  the same manner as a r e g u la r  mun ic ipa l  e l e c t i o n  
which i s  he ld  w i th in  the l a r g e s t  second c la s s  c i t y  in the  a rea  served 
by the r eg ion a l  educa t iona l  attendance a re a .  I f  th e re  i s  no second 
c la s s  c i t y  w i th in  the reg ion a l  educa t iona l attendance a r e a ,  an e l e c t i o n  
s h a l l  be conducted under genera l r u l e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the 
department. An e l e c t i o n  under t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be adm in is te red  
w i th in  a second c la s s  c i t y  as p a r t  o f  the r e g u la r  mun ic ipa l  e l e c t i o n ,  
and s h a l l  be adm in is te red  by the reg ion a l  schoo l board  in  the a rea  
ou ts id e  second c l a s s  c i t i e s .

( e )  A member o f  a community schoo l committee i s  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l '  
in  accordance with the p ro v i s i o n s  o f  AS 2 9 . 2 8 . 1 3 0  - 2 9 . 2 8 . 2 5 0 .  When 
r e c a l l  o f  a member o f  a community school committee i s  p roposed , the 
c h i e f  schoo l a dm in i s t r a to r  o f  a r e g io n a l  educa t iona l  a t tendance  a rea 
per fo rms the fu n c t ion s  o f  the municipa l c l e r k ,  and the r e g i o n a l  schoo l 
board per fo rms the func t ion s  o f  the assembly o r  counc i l  under AS 2 9 . 2 8 .  
130 - 2 9 . 2 8 . 2 5 0 .

Sec. 1 4 . 0 8 . 1 7 8 .  QUALIFICATIONS OF COMMUNITY SCHOOL COMMITTEE
-2- CSHB 7 6 ( H E S S )
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VOTERS AND MEMBERS. (a )  To q u a l i f y  to  vo te  a t  an e l e c t i o n  f o r  com­
munity schoo l committee members a person must be

( 1 )  a c i t i z e n  o f  the United S t a t e s ;
( 2 )  18 yea rs  o f  age o r  o l d e r ;
( 3 )  a r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r  who r e s id e s  in  the a rea  se rved  by the

s c h o o l .
(b )  To q u a l i f y  t j  sa rve  on a community schoo l committee , a person 

must q u a l i f y  to  vo te  under (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .
(c )  E l e c t i o n  to  a community school committee i s  no t  an e l e c t i o n  

to a c i v i l  o f f i c e  o f  the s t a t e .
Sec. 1 4 . 0 8 . 1 8 3 .  TERMS OF OFFICE AND VACANCY. ( a )  The terms o f  

the i n i t i a l  members o f  a three-member community schoo l commitcee are 
one, two, and th ree  y e a r s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Each i n i t i a l  member se rves  
u n t i l  a successo r takes  o f f i c e .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  a member i s  e l e c t e d  f o r  a
term o f  th ree  years  and u n t i l  a successor takes o f f i c e .

(b )  Of the i n i t i a l  members o f  a community schoo l committee which 
c o n s i s t s  o f  l i v e  members, one member i s  e le c te d  f o r  a on e -yea r  term, 
two members f o r  a two-year term, and two members f o r  a t h r e e - y e a r  term. 
Each i n i t i a l  member se rves  u n t i l  a successor  takes o f f i c e .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  
a member i s  e le c t e d  f o r  a term o f  th ree  yea rs  and u n t i l  a successo r 
takes  o f f i c e .

( c )  I f  a three-member community school committee i s  In c rea sed  to 
a five-member committee, the two a d d i t i o n a l  members a re e le c t e d  f o r  
terms o f  two yea rs  and th ree  yea rs  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  a member 
i s  e le c te d  f o r  a t h r e e - y e a r  term. I f  a f ive-member committee i s  i n ­
creased to  a seven-member committee, the two a d d i t i o n a l  members are 
e le c te d  f o r  terms o f  two years  an th ree  yea rs  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The re ­
a f t e r ,  a member i s  e le c te d  f o r  a whree-year term.

(d )  When requ i re d  under (r  -  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  members o f  a
- 3 -  CSHB 7 6 (HESS)
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community school committee shall choose lots to determine the length cf 

the term whic"'. each initial member shall serve.

(e) A vacancy on a community scht-ol committee is filled by ap­

pointment by the remaining members of the committee. A person appointed 

to fill a vacancy serves until the next regular election. At that time 

an election of a member will be held with the person elected to serve 

for the remaining portion of the term.

Sec. 14.08.188. POWERS. A community school committee may

(1) review all information available to the regional school 

board pertaining to curriculum, program, employment of staff, budget, 

and general operation of the school or schools in the community or 

military reservation for which the community school committee is e s t ab­

lished;

(2) make recommendations to the regional school board con­

cerning curriculum, program, employment or retenclon of staff, budget,

and general operation of the school or schools in the community or 

military reservation for which the community school committee is estab­

lished;

(3) review pertinent information and make recommendat'one 

to the regional school board concerning the employment or retention of 

the chief school administrator of the regional educational attendance 

area;

(4) delegate one of its members to ttt'nd any meeting of the 

regional school board; and

(5) exercise additional powers as may be delegated by the 

regional school board. \

* Sec. 2. AS 14.08.111 is amended by adding d new paragraph t o read:

(9) reimburse each member of a community school committee

for costs incurred in attending a meeting of a regional school board.

-4- CSHB 7 6 (HESS)



* Sec . 3 .  AS 2 4 .2 0  i s  amended by adding set ions t o  read
ARTICLE 5. LEGISLATIVE REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL
ATTENDANCE AREA BUDGET OVERSIGHT COMMITT. £

Sec. 2 4 . 2 0 . 6 0 0 .  LEGISLATIVE REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL ATTENDANCE AREA 
BUDGET OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED. The L e g i s l a t i v e  Reg iona l 
Educat iona l Attendance Area 3udget Overs igh t Committee i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
as a permanent in te r im  committee o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .

Sec. 2 4 . 2 0 . 6 0 5 .  MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION. ( a )  The committee 
i s  composed o f  B ixmembe rs . The chairman o f  the h e a l t h ,  educa t ion  and 
s o c i a l  s e rv ic e s  committee o f  each house o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  s h a l l  be 
members o f  the committee. Two members o f  the committee s h a l l  be 
members o f  the house o f  r e p re s en ta t i v e s  appointed by the speake r  o f  the
house. Two members o f  the committee s h a l l  be members o f  the senate 
appointed by the p re s id en t  o f  the senate . At l e a s t  one member f rom the 
house o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s h a l l  r ep resen t  an e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t  in  which 
more than 10 percent o f  the r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r s  are q u a l i f i e d  to  vo te  in  
e l e c t i o n s  f o r  r e g io n a l  school board members under AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 .  At
l e a s t  one member from the senate s h a l l  r ep re sen t  a senate d i s t r i c t  in
which more than 10 pe rcen t o f  the r e g i s t e r e d  v o te r s  are q u a l i f i e d  to 
vo te in e l e c t i o n s  f o r  r eg ion a l  school board members under AS 1 4 . 0 8 . 0 7 1 .

(b )  The chairman o f  the h e a l t h ,  education and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s
committee o f  the house o f  r e p re s en ta t i v e s  i s  the chairman o f  the com-

(c )  The membership o f  the committee from each house o f  the l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  s h a l l  in c lude  at l e a s t  one member from each o f  the two majo r  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .

(d )  The committee s h a l l  o rgan ize  w ith in  15 days a f t e r  the o r g a n i ­
z a t i o n  o f  each l e g i s l a t u r e .  A member o f  the committee se rves  f o r  the 
d u ra t i o n  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  during which he i s  appo in ted . I f  a member

m it tee
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i s  r e e le c t e d  o r  h is  term o f  o f f i c e  extends i n t o  the next succeeding 
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  the member cont inues to serve u n t i l  r e app o in ted  o r  u n t i l  
h i s  successo r i s  appo inted .

( e )  I f  a member o f  the committee f i l e s  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  candidacy 
f o r  an e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  o the r  than tha t  o f  a member o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  
and he has not res igned h is  membership on the committee , h i s  committee 
membership te rm ina tes  on the date he f i l e s  f o r  the  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e .

( f )  When a vacancy occurs in  the membership o f  the committee , the 
p re s id in g  o f f i c e r  o f  the house from which the vacancy i s  In c u r r e d  s h a l l  
choose a successor t o  serve as a member o f  the committee f o r  the unex­
p i red  p o r t i o n  o f the term o f  the member f i r s t  a ppo in ted .

Sec. 2 4 . 2 0 . 6 1 0 .  MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. ( a )  The committee 
may meet dur ing sess ions  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  and du r ing  the in t e r im  
between l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n s .  The committee may meet a t  any time and 
in  any p lace in  the s t a t e  as the chairman o f  the committee de te rm ines .

(b )  \ member o f  the committee may r e c e i v e ,  f o r  the minimum time
requ i re d  to  t r a v e l  to  and re tu rn  from meetings o f  the committee and f o r  
the time whi le  a t tend ing  meetings, the same t r a v e l  and pe r  diem a l l o w ­
ances p rov ided by law f o r  members o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e  wh i le  a t te nd ing  
sess ion s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e .  However, members o* the committee may not 
r e c e iv e  a per diem a l lowance f o r  a t tend ing  a meeting which i s  h e ld  a t  
the s t a t e  c a p i t a l  whi le  the l e g i s l a t u r e  i s  in s e s s i o n  o t h e r  than the 
per diem a l lowance paid t o  l e g i s l a t o r s  under AS 2 4 . 1 5 . 0 1 0 .

Sec. 2 4 . 2 0 . 6 1 5 .  DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE COMMITTEE. ( a )  The 
committee s h a l l

( 1 )  o rgan ize  and adopt r u l e s  f o r  the conduct o f  i t s  b u s i ­
n ess , and p re sc r ib e  procedures f o r  i t s  v o rk i

( 2 )  rev iew ap p rop r i a t i o n s  requested by the Department o f  
Education f o r  the ope ra t ing  expenses o f  r eg ion a l  e duca t io na l  a t tendance

-A- CSHB 7 6 (HESS)



( 3 )  rev iew  app rop r ia t i o n s  requested by the Department o f  
Education and the Department o f  T ran sp o r ta t io n  and Pub l ic  F a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  c a p i t a l  improvements f o r  r eg ion a l  educa t iona l  attendance a r e a s ;

(A) recommend to  the l e g i s l a t u r e  a.inual a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  
r e g i o n a l  educa t iona l  attendance areas so as to  a ssu re  t h a t  the amounts 
app rop r ia ted  f o r  r e g io n a l  educa t iona l attendance a reas  a re  e q u i t a b le  
and c o n s is ten t  with amounts app rop r ia ted  f o r  c i t y  and borough schoo l 
d i s t r i c t s ;

( 5 )  c o o rd in a te  i t s  work with community schoo l committees t o  
ob ta in  in fo rm a t ion  about the schoo l and educa t iona l  programs from 
comtrunity school committees, pa ren ts ,  and r e s id e n ts  o f  communities 
having reg iona l  educa t iona l  attendance area s ch oo ls .

(b )  The committee may
(1 )  ho ld  pub l ic  hea r ing s ,  adm in is te r  o a th s ,  is sue  subpoenas, 

compel the attendance o f  w itnesses and p roduct ion o f  papers ,  books , 
accounts ,  documents, and test imony , and have the d ep o s i t i o n  o f  w i t ­
nesses taken in a manner p re sc r ibed  by cou r t  r u l e  o r  law f o r  t a k in g  
d epo s i t i o n s  in c i v i l  a c t i o n s ;

( 2 )  r e q u i r e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  and agencies o f  s t a t e  government 
and o f f i c e r s  and members o f  school boards o f  r e g io n a l  e du ca t io n a l  
attendance areas to  g ive  f u l l  coope ra t ion  to  the committee in assemb­
l i n g  and fu rn i s h in g  requested In fo rm a t io n ;

( 3 )  p re sen t  in fo rm a t io n  concern ing a p p ro p r i a t i o n s  f o r  r e ­
g iona l  educa t iona l  attendance areas to  community schoo l committees and 
t o  the f inance committees o f  the house o f  r e p re s e n ta t i v e s  and s ena te ;

(A) work with the Department o f  Education and oonmunlty 
schoo l committees to  review a p p ro p r i a t i o n  re q u e s t s ,  the expend i tu re  o f  
s t a t e  money, and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  between program expend i tu res  and

- 7 -  CSHB 7 6 (HESS)
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1 program accomplishments for regional educational attendance areas; and

(5) travel to regional educational attendance area schools 

to inspect facilities and to consult with officers and employees of 

regional educational attendance area school ooaxds, community school 

committees, parents, and residents interested in matters relating to 

public education.

Sec. 24.20.620. DEFINITIONS. In AS 24.20.600 - 24.20.620,

(1) "committee" means the Legislative Regional Educational 

Attendance Area Budget Oversight Committee established under AS 24.20.- 

600;

(2) "community school committee" means a committee estab­

lished under AS 14.^ 8.173 - 14.08.188;

(3) "regional educational attendance area" means the educa­

tional service areas established in the unorganized borough under 

AS 14.08.031.

* Sec. 4. AS 14.08.115 is repealed.

* Sec. 5. CONVENING OF FIRST LEGISLATIVE REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL ATTENDANCE 

AREA BUDGET OVERSICHT COMMITTEE. The members of the Legislative Regional 

Educational Attendance Area Budget .'verslght Committee first appointed under 

AS 24.20.605(a), added by sec. 3 of this Act, shall be appointed within 15 

days aftei the effective date of this Act.

* See. 6. '‘his Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.- 

10.070(c).
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