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May 12, 1981

Mr, Chairman and member? of the committee. My name is 

Qnma Borbridge. I am a resident of Juneau and a grandparent.

I appreciate the opportunity to be able to appear before this 

committee to make a few comments in support of House Bill No. 532.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Representative 

Miller and Representative Cloksin for introducing House Bill No.532 

on behalf of grandparents and their visitation rights as contained 

in HB 532.

The relationship between grandparents a n d  their grandchildren 

is a very special and unique one. During the early years of  

childhood, the world has a certain beauty when seen through the 

ey«s of a snail child. That bearty is seen and understood better 

by grandchildren and grandparents who see it gogether. CbiidrerT 

8o6rTBecome-equal with their "parents ' in the '~aduTt~ w6rl d . Many 

people such as me are among the u n f o r t m a t e  who never knew their 

grandparents. My grandparents died before I wa s  b o m ,  but I 

liked hearing about then from my mother and fa±hcr. My image 

of them is very special and heartwarming. In today's world 

with the divorce rate at an all-time h.jh, young children are 

often left to be cared for by their grandparents. In providing 

care for the child, the grandparents once again become involved 

in the beautiful world of a small child. There is love and 

affection in a stable invironment. One day without warning 

the parenttjmay decide t«' exercise K/ t*#ir custodial rights and take 

the child away from that btable and secure home. In many instances 

the child is not allowod to visit his or her grandparents.

The child is confused and doesn't understnad. It is a wrenching 

experience for the grandparents. It leaves scarr. The physical, 

emotional, mental, religiousC and social well-being of * 

child can best be met if a normal and healthy grandchild-grandparent 

relationship can be maintained. In view of the high divorce 

rate in our state there is a greater need for grandparents to 

be envolved in helping to maintain a continued and stable 

environment during the child's early growth.

There are pressures in our society that threaten the 

stability and continuity of the family unit. There same pressures 

damage the relationship of parents and their children. Now, 

these conditions are interfering t with the life-line that the 

young and the old hold or**,o. The stability of a child is 

strengthened when family t-.es are strong. HB 532 is a positive 

step in the right direction.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 532

"An Act providing for the award of visitation rights to grandparents."

House Bill No. 532 . dds to the section on visitation rights in judge­
ments for custody during divorce or legal separation actions by provid­
ing that grandparents be allowed visitation rights. The fact that 
parents choose to divorce each oth^r -should not automatically preclude 
tvc child from visiting grandparents who love a child and can give him 
emotioial support. Sometimes the conflict between parents serves to cut 
off a child from his grandparents* this may not be in the best interests 
of the child.

The Department of Health and Social Services is, therefore, supportive 
of House Bill No. 532.
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