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Rep. Don Clocksin, Chairman 
465-3797

Alaska fjHe$xslxt\xre
House of Representatives

Committee on 
H e i l t f i , education & Social Services

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

TO: House HESS Conmlttee

FROM: Hoi 11 Ploog, Staff Counsel

RE: Proposed Amendments to HB 451

DATE: April 21, 1981

1. page 2, line  15 - omit reference to Anchorage, Fairbanks & Juneau
as only appropriate sites for programs to be 
established

2. page 2, line  26 - enter into professlonalservices contracts with
existing convnunlty based counseling & treatment 
providers

3. Informational: AS 12.55.025 Sentencing procedures: when imposing a 
sentence of imprisonment exceeding 180 days, the court shall prepare, as a 
part of the record, a sentencing report which includes the fo llow ing :

(4) recommendations as to the place of confinement or the manner of 
treatment

Therefore, I suggest a new subsection In Section 33.30.420:

(3) provide Information on the prisoner treatment program to members 
of the criminal justice system Including but not lim ited to Superior 
Court Judges, D istrict Attorneys, Public Defenders, Probation/Parole 
Officers so that recommendations on sentencing can include the program 
as a manner of treatment.

4. change subsection on page 2, line  28 to subsection (4)
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HOUSE BILL NO. 451

"An Act establishing a prisoner treatment program; and providing for 
an effective date.”

House Bill No. 451 would establish a program of treatment for persons 
convicted of violent crimes or sexual offenses who are serving terms of 
imprisonment.

The Act would establish the treatment programs in the three largest 
prison facilities in Anchorage, Juneau and Fairbanks to include: education,
individual and group counseling, pre-release planning, and post release 
counseling.

Current Practice

At the present time, the Division of Adult Corrections does not have 
programs specifically addressing the issue of violence; however, the 
Division does have progrums aimed toward problems of which violence may 
be a manifestation. Moreover, v*» provide a limited program for the sexual 
offender at the Lemon Creek facility. The program is on a professional 
services contract with Dr. Tony Minder and an enlargement of that program 
was to be determined after the FY '82 budget was decided by the Legislature. 
A program addressing the treatment of the violent offender is under con­
sideration and would be addressed in the FY '83 budget request.

The Division of Adult Corrections agrees with the concept of the 
bill; however, we would offer the following rccormcndations:

a. Since there are so few people who are skilled in the treatment 
of violent and sexual offenders, and those who are, generally are either 
in private practice or currently onployed in a similar program, it would 
be more appropriate to provide this treatment under one or more pro­
fessional services contracts. Additionally, it would take rainy m m t h s  to 
train qualified staff adequately and tlk»re might not be the need for full 
time staff at every facility.

b. The Act, Article 4, Sec. 33.30.400, line 27, specifies develop­
ment of the treatment pmgrun** at Fairbanks, Juneau and Anchorage. We 
would suggest a provision which wiwild permit development of such program* 
ut other locutions, or. it cannot be determined now; whut the w e d s  ut other 
locations might be. At Bethel and Fmn, for exanple, the Division expects 
to develop a range of helping program* which tract the needs of offenders 
in those regions.
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The Department supports the concept of House Bill No. 451.

Recomnended by:

Date:

Approved by:

Charles F. Campbell, Director 
Division of Adult Corrections

W z o /z /

5, Oonmissiofter

Date: v
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