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Proposed Amendments 

f o r  Senate B i l l  105 -  H.b. 384 

Section 2 . MEMBERSHIP (a) The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task 

Force i s  composed o f  15 members.

\ Item 8

(1) The governor s h a l l  appoint 1 representat ive  from each o f  
the fo l low ing  Regional Native organ izat ions :  Aleutian/  
P r i b i l o f  Island A ssociat ion ,  Assoc iat ion  o f  V i l la ge  
Council Presidents,  B r is to l  Bay Native A ssoc ia t ion ,
Central Council T l in g i t  & Haida Indian Tribes o f  Alaska, 
Cook In let  Native A ssoc ia t ion ,  Copper River Native Asso­
c ia t i o n ,  Inupiat Community o f  the A r c t ic  Slope, Kawerak, 
I n c . ,  Kodiak Area Native A ssoc ia t ion ,  Mauneluk Assoc iat ion ,  
The North P a c i f i c  Rim, And Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc. 
The appointments w i l l  be based on recommendations from
the above named Regional Native organizations.

(2) the commissioner o f  health and s o c ia l  s erv ices  or  his 

des ignee ;

(3) the administrator o f  the Alaska Court System or his 

des ignee ;

(4) an asr stant atrorncy general appointed by the governor;

Section 4 . EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

There shall  be a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary ,  and Treasurer 

e le c te d  from among the members o f  the Task Force.

Section 5 . MEETINCS

The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall  hold four quarterly  

meetings to carry -out  the duties prescribed  in th is  ac t .

S e c t i o n  7 . TERMINATION

The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force w i l l  expire within one 

year o f  the e f f e c t i v e  date.



P r o p o s e d  A m e n d m e n t s  

for S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 106 * H.B. 385

S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  o f  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fund 

to the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  for the o p e r a t i o n s  o f  

the T a s k  F o r c e  for a p e r i o d  o f  o n e  year.



INDIAN CH ILD WELFARE GRANTEES

A l e u t i a n /P r i b i l o f  Is la n d s  A s s o c ia t io n  
1689 "C" S tre e t  
Anchorage, AK 99501 
T elephone: 276-2700

Adm iralty C i t i z e n s  C o u n c i l ,  In c .
Carolyn N eesc, S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  D ire c to r  
P. 0 .  Box 138 
Angoon, AK 99820 
T elephone: 788-3411

B r is t o l  Bay N ative A s s o c ia t io n
C aro lin a  R evarts ,  Family S t a b l i z a t lo n  C oord in ator
P. 0 .  Box 189
D illingham , AK 99576
Telephone: 842-5257 or 842-5258

Central C ouncil o f  T l in g l t  and 
i ' l i d a  Indian T r ib e s  o f  Alaska 

F ian c ln c  Eddy, Child  W elfare Program C oordinator 
One Sealaska P laza , S u ite  200 
Juneau, AK 99801 
T elephone: 586-1432 -  Ext. 267

Copper R iver N ative A s s o c ia t io n
Hike Schmokcr, Human S e rv ice s  Department
Drawer 11
Copper C enter , AK 99573 
T elephone: 822-3032 or 822-3955

Fairbanks N ative A s s o c ia t io n
John Edger, S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  D ire c to r
950 Cowles, S u ite  *20
Fairbanks, AK 99701
T elephone: 452-1640 -  Ext. 33

Kodiak Area N ative A sso c ia r io n
F.laine Loomis, Family S e rv ice s  C oord in ator
P. 0 .  Box 172
Kodiak, AK 99615
Telephone: 486-5725

Kot *chue IK A Counc i1
Dave C ra ig ,  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  D ire c to r
P. O. Box 256
K otzebue, AK 59752

HauncIuk A s s o c ia t io n
J e r i  Adams, C h ild  4 F aa ily  Counselor
P. O. Box 256
Kotzebue, AK 9975.
T elephone: 442-1311 • Ext. 212



M etlakatla  Indian Community 
Nik N ebl, S o c ia l  Worker 
M etlakatla  S o c ia l  S e r v ic e s  
P. 0 .  Box 85 
M et la k a t la ,  AK 99926 
T elephone: 886-6911

North P a c i f i c  Rim
S a l ly  Mead, Family & C hildren  S e r v ic e s  Worker 
903 West Northern L ight B lv d . ,  S u ite  203 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
T elephone: 276-2121

S itk a  Community A s s o c ia t io n
Georgina Kacyon, ICWA P r o je c t  C oord in ator
P. 0 .  Box A360
Mt. Edgecumbc, AK 99835
T elephone: 747-3207

Tnnnnn C h ie fs ,  Conference
Kckc S t ic k  land, ICWA P r o je c t  D ire c to r
1st & H alls  S tre e t
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Telephone: 452-32S1

United Crow Band o f  Alaska 
P. O. Box 131 
Tok, AK 99780



Item 6
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Indian Famdv Defeme

Indian Child Weltare Act

Because o f the significance of (he Indian Child Welfare Act for 
all Indian children, families and tribes, I n d i a n  F a m i l y  D e f e n s e  is 
reprinting the act in its entirety.

An Act

To  establish standards for the placement o f Indian children in 
foster or adoptive homes, to prevent the breakup of Indian families, 
and for other purposes.

B e  it e n a c t e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  H o u s e  o f  R e [ > r c t e n t a t i \  e s  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m e r i c a  i n  C o n g r e s s  a s s e m b l e d .  That this Act 
may be cited as the "Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978’.

SEC. 2. Recognizing the special relationship bctwerr, the United 
States and the Indian tribes and their members and the Federal 
responsibility to Indian people, the Congress finds—

(1) that clause 3. section 8. article I of the United States Con- 
d ilu t io n  provides that "The Congress shall have Power . . , o 
regulate Commerce . . .  with Indian tribe*." and. through this .. id 
other constitutional jun io rity , Congress has plenary power over 
Ind ian affairs;

(2) that Congress, through statutes, treaties, and the general 
course of dealing w ith Indian tribes, has assumed the responsibility 
for the protection and preservation of Indian tribes and their 
resources:

(3) that there is no resource that is more vital to the continued 
existence and integrity of Indian tribes than their children and that 
j  . m . - . . j  e . . i* .  s.*« ■ direct interest as trustee, us protecting 
•••d la r . chi’* !;: a .’. l ia s r :  members vf c rc rt t liy s ie fe r  raemser-.sip 
in  an Indian trthc;

(4) that an alarm ingly high percentage of Indian families are 
broken up hv the removal, often unuatiantcd. of their children 
from  them by nontnhal public and private agencies and that an 
• i . iM in g lv  i.ig li percentage of such children are placed in non- 
ln d u n  losicr and adoptive homes and institutions, and

(5) that the Stales, eserctsmp their recognized jurisdiction over 
Ind ian child custody proceedings through administrative and 
jud ic ia l bodies. Have often failed to rrcogni/c the rsvrntial lriS .il 
rclationi o f Ind ian people and the cultural and social standardi 
prevailing in Indian communities and families

StC. 3. The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of thti 
Nation to protect the best interests of Indian children and in 
promote the vtahihtv and security o l Indian tribes .m il l.omlicv t v 
the establishment of m inimum Federal standards for the removal 
of Indian i-hitdrcn Irom tlicu families and the p ljrem rnt of such 
children in luster or adoptive homes which w ill ivfleet the untrue 
v i l  s of I sdon ulture. and by prusidmp for assistance to Indian 
Inbcs in t%e ope itiuit of slold and lanuls w rsut programs

StC s. Fur the purposes of this Act. esccpt as mas be 
apes it", alls provi*N.I otherw ise, the term-

( I I  "child rustody proctciltng' shall mean and include -
ft) "foster calc plavvsem* whi. h shall mean an* action i*mnv me 

an Indian ch d Irons o« parero or Iis.Si in *u*t>i.l< in tor Icntpoiaiv 
« placenv nr <n a losicr borne nr institution or ilw  h w ie id  a s tu id i in 

nr tot.**!valor w lic iftbe  p o in t  or IndiansVstvnluir * annul ha.,- 
the ct .M ic 'u it 'J  upon d .n u n d  bu t '»lir le  parental tights have run 

bsvn icrn tnaic*!
In* "h im m ilnns  i-t patent d iivts*’ wm*h d o l ln c  in  .utv av to<.« 

fcsuittii-i in ihc termination ol Ih* p .o . r l  child trLmonOnjs
(m l "p irn t.vp in r placement w lu .n  s h iil mean in . icmp.oaiv 

pia«emcnt o| an In .iu i*  mtd m a to*lci ’i. itoco  institution air t t"V 

u rrnnat ion  id pairntat • this but pr*or to m in hsu o l idoptii*  
placcmsnt and

(iv) “adoptive placement" which shall mean the permanent 
placement of an Indian child for adoption, including any action 
resulting in a final decree of adoption.

Such term or terms shall not include a placement based upon an 
act v *.ich. if committed by an adult, would be deemed a crime nr 
upon an award, in a divorce proceeding, of custody to one ol- the 
parents

(2) "extended fam ily member" shall be as defined by the law or 
custom of the Indian child's tribe or. in the absence o f such law or 
cuvtom. shall be a person who has reached the age of eighteen and 
who is the Indian child’s grandparent, aunt or uncle, brother or 
sister, brother-in-law or sister-in-law. niece or nephew, first or 
second cousin, or stepparent;

(?) "Indian" means ar.v person who is a member of an Indian 
tribe, or who is an Alaska Native *nd a member ol a Regional 
Corporation as defined in  section 7 of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (8$ Stat. 688.689):

(4) "Indian child” means any unmarried person who is under age 
eighteen and is either fa) a member of an Indian tribe or (b) i ; 
eligible for membership in an Indiantribeand is the biological child 
of a member of an Indian tribe:

(3) “Indian child's tribe” means (a) the Indian tribe in which an 
Indian child is a member or eligible for membership or (b). in the 
cave of an Indian child who is a member of or eligible for 
membership in more than one tribe, the Indian tribe with which the 
Indian child has the more significant contacts;

(6) "Indian custodian" means any Indian person who has legal 
custody of an Indian child under tribal law or custom or under 

State law or to whom temporary physical carc. custody, and 
control has been tranv errcd by me parent ol such child:

(7) "Indian organization" means any group, association, 
partnership, corporation, or other legal entity owned or controlled 
i l .v d r ir :. c ; :  n u 4cr.*y u.‘ whose metr*-r ,  *.* Ir .i is - :.

(8) "Indian tribe" means any Indian tribe, band, nation, or other 
organized grou" or community ol Indians recognized at eligible for 
the -e/sice* pt •* ided to In den t by the hecretarv because oi their 
status as Indians, including any Alaska Native village as defined in 
section 3(c) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Actt$5 Stai. 
63S.6X9), as amended

(9t 'parent” means ins biological parent or parents of an Indian 
child or any Indian pciton who lu* lawlully adopted an Indian 
child , including adoptions under tubal law or custom It does not 
include the unwed lather where paternity has not be t 
acknov.IcdgeJ or established.

( lift  "rcsers.iii.in” means Indian country as defined in section 
11JI o l title 18, United Ntjte* C«>»Jc and any lands, not eosercu 
under *ucn section, title ta w hwlt is cither held by the L nited State* 
in  trust for the h*nefit ol any Indian tribe or individual or held by 
anv Indian tube * r ind iv idual *uh|cct to a restriction by thr United 
States against ah nation.

( I l l  “Necieuiy" means the Sccrcuts of the Interior, and
( I2 l 'iiilcal couit" means a court with turt'dietion over child 

ruvtiwly pr«<vev»lniif*amt vvIi k Ii tsvilhci a f*curt of Indian Offenses, 
a coon i« ijh !oh .- il ac.l ops-raicd under ihc code oi custom id  an 
Indian tube or anv other .id iinnotiativc Kv.lv nt a lube winch is 
sr-tcd *id ai*lbo*»tv over child cn*iv*d» pr.sw itm**

( I I I  1 1— 1 l l l l  I )  ( I 1’l f lK  I lO lM .h

M s  m l ia l  An li-.u a n ir d v s (u “ aavc>utt*du' .-ncv.(listsca* 
tiv.inv Mate over j u s  «,od.l.vi*itstv pio .cCdire invo v me an Indian 
**i !J s li.i reside* o f  -s da.pn<i.,d vsilltlll. t * V  l e s . r s  a l u m  **.*!; 
lit* , vs .- ft si.i .- .in  i •.'•-d 't iio fl • .-I’-f-w ..,-s.-t*d m me Mate 
bv c siviine I isle* <1 law tt'H iiean  h*»uan . '  !J i* a *• *a J • -I a In*a. 
com ' c Indian fT.>c • 'vjtl r*Mifl v s» lu-tV• lunsd•vt'ort ' ,*lmIIa. 

statwirXtr ’"e Icndcnc.' or donnCilr ot ibe sit.'d
Hu 1 1 ,ns Mate conn pu s  reding tor tnr ostrr carc rm .c r .f r i
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of. or termination of parental rights to, an Indian child not 
domiciled or residing within the reservation o f the Indian child's 
tribe, the court, in the absence o f good cause to the contrary, shall 
transfer such proceeding to the jurisdiction of the tribe, absent 
objection by either parent, upon the petition of cither parent or the 
Indian custodian or the Indian child's tribe: P i u v i t l e i l .  That such 
transfer shall be subject to declination by the tribal court o f such 
tribe.

(c) In any State court proceeding for the foster carc placement 
of. or termination o f parental rights to. an Indian child, the Indian

/  custodian o f the child and the Indian child's tribe shall have a right 
to intervene at any point in the proceeding.

(d) The United Stales, every Slate, every territory or possession 
o f the United States, and every Indian tribe shall give full faith and 
credit to the public acts, records, and jud ic ia l proceedings of any 
Indian tribe applicable to Ind ian child custody proceedings to the 
sa ne extent that such entities give full faith and cred t to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of any other entity.

SEC. I02.(a) In any involuntary proceeding in a State court, 
where the court knows or has reason to know that an Indian child is 
involved, the party seeking the foster carc placement o l. or 
termination of parental rights to. an Indian child shall notify the 
parent or Indian custodian and the Indian child’s tribe. b> 
registered mail w ith return receipt requested, o f the pending 
proceedings and o i their right of intervention If  the identity or 
location of the parent or Indian custodian and the trihe cannot be 
determined, such notice shall be given lo  the Secretary in like 
manner, who shall have filtcen days after receipt to provide the 
requisite notice to the parent or Indian custodian and the tribe No 
foster care placement or termination o f parental rights proceeding 
shall be held until at least ten days after receipt «( nonce by t.ic 
parent nr Indian custodian and the tribe or the Secretary /Vm-ii/tx/, 
That the pare*** or In  iiancwsirsdi *nist i he tribe • •m il upon r*i”nr»t 
be granted up to twenty additional days to prcpaie for su .h 
proceeding.

(b) In any east io which the court determines indigency, the 
parent or Indian cuvtod.au shall have the right to court-appointed 
counsel in any removal, placement.or termination proceeding 1 he 
court may, in its discretion, appoint counvcl for the child upon a 
find ing that such appointment is in the best interest of the child 
Where Slate law makes no pins ision for appointment o f counvcl in 
such ptoccedings. the court shall promptly notify the Secretary 
Upon appointment of counvcl. and the Secretary upon certification 
o f Ihc presiding judge, shall p.sv reasonable fcc> am i expenses nut ol 
funds which may beappropnaicd pursuant tollvc Act ot November
2. 1921 (42 Slat 20s. 25 tJ S f  !J )

(c l fac li nariv to a foster care placement or termination ot 
parental rignts proceeding under Slate law involving an Indian 
child shall have Ihc right lo  examine all icpo iis or other documents 
filed with the court upon u ln t li any decision wifh respect II I  m u h 
action may be based

(d) Any patty seeking to e lic it a foster cate placement ol ot 
termination of p jic n i.i l m ilils  to, an Indian tnld under Slate law 
shall satl'ty the couil that active c llntls have luon matte !«• pursuit- 
remedial serenes and rehabilitative programs designed to present 
Ihc hicakun the Indian l.unilv and that these vllorishatt- puts .1 
unsuccessful

(o l N il l.islc't vJICf icc‘ writ inaV he of iter.  .1 m J«' • ss . i l .  
in the jhe iruc  -a a •letern'iti.ifion. supp oiicst he . k o i.-t,i 
cons.t no evidence. hhIikIiii.- tc~elnii.uu ol un.ihl..J -civil 
wimc-s'c* tii.it me eon iin iud »u»tiils o l the .ru k l i» me " n hi 
Ind ian .nsi...). m » tik.lv to result in .oiousciiiol .mat p is >uai 
dam.u-e lo  me .m U  

. if )  No le im iiM lio it oi paternal r .iu. mac •». i irg c it .l >ii sn.li 
piocc-cding hi ihc ah»eikC o l a d.te«lili*Mtniu, *4»pr n l l Os 
ced.-n.e rsovorsj i reawiu me dount. ncoHl 'ie ic*H’iion ol 
quaiihed eirc-’i ntnrwes that thecommutd .n»r>*tls • >i o-echid

by the parent or Indian custodian is likely to result in serious 
emotional or physical damage to the child.

S l.c IO.V (at Where any parent or Indian custodian voluntarily 
consents to a foster care placement or to termination of parental 
righis . such consent shall not be valid unless executed in writing 
and recorded before a tudge nf a court of competent jurisdiction 
and accompanied by the presiding judge's certificate that the ’erms 
and consequences of the consent were fully-explained in detail and 
were fully understood by the parent or Indian custodian. The court 
shall also certify that either the parent or Indian custodian fully 
understood the explanation in English or that it was interpreted 
into a language that the parent or Indian custodian understood. 
Any consent given prior to. or within ten days after, birth of the 
Indian child shall not be valid 

(b j Any parent or Indian cuvtodiun may withdraw consent to a 
foster care placement under State law at any time and. upon such 
w ithdrawal, the child shall be returned , n  the parent or Indian 
custodian

(c) In any voluntary proceeding for termination of parental 
rights to. or adoptive placement of. an Indian child, the consent of 
Ihc parent may be withdrawn lor any reason at any tune prior to the 
entry ot a final decree ot termination or adoption, as the case may 
be. and the child shall be returned to the parent.

(d) .Alter the entry of a final decree ot adoption of an Indian 
child in any Slate court, the parent may withdaw consent thereto 
upon the grounds that consent was obtained through Iraud or 
duress and may petition the court to vacate u c h  decree. I  pun a 
finding that such consent was obtained through fraud or duress, the 
court shall vacate such decree and return the c h ili to the parent. No 
adoption which has been elfcctive for at least wo years may be 
invalidated under the pruv isionsot tmv subsect io s unless otherwise 
permitted under State uw

•5 m. I M .\rr ln«i» *n f'* M •» *i»> •« ( y y f

foster care placement or termination ol parental rights under Slate 
law .anv patent or In d ia n . usioJun truni whose custody such child 
was removed, and the Indian child's tribe may petition .my court of 
sonqatlent jurudrVirm  to invalidate such action upon a chow mg 
that suchacimn violated any provision ol sections >01.102.- rd  It)’ 
til this A .t

S i r  IHS (at In anv adoptive placement of an Indian child v.nJei 

Stale law a preference >hall he given, in the absence u l good ..m»e 
to the connate to a placement wnh ( I) a member o l Use child’s 
extended lan iijy . |2) other members <d the Indian child's tribe, or 
t *1 other Indian lamdtCi 

th i Nnv v ini J accepted lor ussier cate or preadopuve pla.-.-irrenr 
•h a ll tv pl.m 'd »n the Ica-t r -»iii.in.* ••••hi • which rtuM 
appr•iswiiarcs a lanidy"«n.i «T. u n.»ii hts < |vcu lixvds . i l  anv i .-js nc 
met I he child -dud also tv placed nlun reasonable ptosintiiv to 
h»» or hei Ironic laXm ; : sto account any special needs >n ihg , :n k l . 
In  any l o . i . i  sate oi p ic a iin f iite  pU .e it i.n l a picteieivc ris jd be 
given, in r lv  ahvrvce ot gms,| cju»< m  Iheson irary . to a plaeement 
wills -  ;•

Id  a nsemtvr o| rti.- lis jM Ushdd's csi. m ln l I j in ih  
m l i I.H ler Is.nr..- k c n w il .  upp io ivd  . m • 'v . i Ik ' I Iss the l- iju n  

child's trilte. I  n t o . a c  «/»- r s u , .  o v t - iw .
mu an Indins toiler tiodi.' hi.nml .*r appiosed S  an 

auiiion/.it imn-li'itiaN ...en*i<tg author uv or 
Iixf an ms|iiat>on !>e eft' .It.is iptmnsi b- .hi liuU.iri tr.tv of 

orviati.t rs or lisdi.m oreaNiraia n hIiwH has i programs, lable 
us nu\i nie I h. I ih i cuilil’i iitidi

111 lilt .«•• •" I • 1 *-**. "• ll.l.f, | • Ills., .||. I | 41 . I < Sl o. I'll!
•*'• I ii*m i thi If..I , l i ' i  si •  |r srtall c siabhsn •! kidl • i nr - ••'.t in  
p is K r in . e hs icw tiirlon me ice ms o i . .u n i  . i i i . r - ' j  ‘* e  

■•-ji.rn.-ii . lu i i S iiiii*  n .n  or.l.-f .o  lone h  in .- p :, i . ,t i i . -* .  ,v

’.a d  l o im i i n  •,tt>i«• api*rvPHiV "o ine p h ' .s u m i ix<a> i |rc
.iii.I «t rrotii.it w >ikttUiHl US! ol ’ ill. Hint t , 1. 
apptm nc.ii. '••win w.e or :■•.• i muii . . q .a par.m . «.i *e



ronside.ed: P r u v i t t c t l .  That where a consenting parent ev idcnces a  

> ucstrc for anonymity, the court or agency shall give weight to 
such desire in  applying the preferences.

(d) The standards to be applied in meeting the preference 
requirements of this section shall be the prevailing social and 
cultural standards of the Indian community in which the parent or 
extended fam ily resides or with which the parent or extended 
fam ily members maintain social and cultural ties, 

i (c) A  record of each such placement, under State law. o f an
Ind ian child shall be maintained by the State in which the 
placement was made, evidencing the efforts to comply with the 
order of preference specifics! in this section Such record shall be 
made available at any time upon the request of the Secretary or the 

; Ind ian child's tribe.
SEC. 106. (a) Notwithstanding State law to the contrary, 

whenever a final decree of adoption o f an Indian child has been 
vacated or set aside or the adoptive parents voluntarily consent to 
the termination of their parental rights to the child, a biological 
parent or prior Indian custodian may petition for return of custody 
and the court shall grant such petition unless there is a show in ; ,  in a 
proceeding subject to the provisions of section 102 ot this Act. that 
such return of custody is not in the best interests of the child.

(b ) Whenever an Indian child is removed from a foster care 
home or institution for the purpose of further foster care, pre- 
adoptive, or adopti ;  placement, such placement shall be in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act. except in thecascwh *rr 
an In dun  child is being returned to the parent or Indian custodian 
from  whose custody Ihc child was originally removed.

S ic . 107. Upon application oy an Indian individual who has 
reached the age of eighteen and who was the subject ol an adoptive 
placement, the court which entered the final decree shall inform 
*nrh individual of the tribal affiliation, if any. uf the individual's 
b iological pj'ents and provide »uch wtlicc ir fs r ir a ' i’sr s i may be 
necessary to protect any rights (lowing from ihc individual's in ba i 
relationship

SfC. 103 (a) Any Indian tribe which became vubicct to State 
jurisdiction pursuant to the provisions of the Act of Augmt 15. 
192’ <67 JUS). as amended by title IV of the Act of April 11. 
1963 (32 Stat 7,1.73). or pursuant to any other hcdcr.il law. may 
rcassumc ju iisd i.t io n  over child custody proceedings llefoie anv 
Ind ian  tribe may reassume junvdiction over dun  child custodv 
proceedings, such tribe shall present to Ihc Secretary for apprus.il a 
petition to rcjvsinne such jurisdiction which includes a suitable 
plan to exercise such mrisdiciion

(b) ( I ) In  Considering the petition and f-asibihlv ol I lie plan ot a 
inKe under subw-stion la ), the Sciretaiy may consider among 

other things
(1) ee briber or m il the tribe maintains a nivuihcislnp n  il m 

atitfn .iiive provision lot ih - jily  iduudv ir ii: the pcrsauv *• ho w ill Iv  
afben-d by ihc leasvuiupium ol |uiisdiction hv the tn lv .

( i i ) i Ik- si/c of ihc reservation or burner retcrv.ition area which 
w ill Iva llce lc if by tetiikvsMiwt and rcaxsuiuplioii o l jurisdiction *n 
(he trihe.

(n il the pop’ll iim n base n l ihc tribe, or d is iiiho iiou  ol lltc 
snpulairon ui hoiiioevnt'ousi'suuiiu iw «or geographic areas:and

( is | the Ic js iiiilily  oi the plan incases ol HH iltiliihal occupation 
a f a smelt* reservation or jnocrapiuc aiea

(2) In  i In rw uses utw'ic rln. Sc s. i c a rt J 'ermines tb.it ilie  |itn 
d*c' 'oiiat pros * .i.H i, oi cation I'M* lo t tins Ac* lie'l«ol lia u t i'i ’>v 
le autlior r n ! • " acCcpi |*.1lltal rcll»sc*ssion w ill. Ii Will c lu lo . lo l l .c  
to r s n . ' iw  ic l . i r . i l  m ivbcli 1 as p io i i.lcil ui h s IH'X lu l i lo  ■•( i I iis 
Ac' o«, wticie a|i|i4>Tiiaie. a ill alloc. <tu.ni • • C WleieV r\c at o ,  
jut'ccJwlnw i i  pi<o .1 d .ri c c I m. ii mmi i i  ttscr tiiinled usmtnu IV 
ik  jx s ie iap ii. ucas wnhooi icg.ud lot theicw ivalM iit .la lu s tii ti ,• 
a ie j UltcN led

I . I It ttsc V c v in in  arpm cic .me psiunoi mulct eUiceCSIfli I ii 

lh.* X i letjrc d u d  po*'tic|| no lit .' *d .tub  ipp ioc .il m i l . ,  t cslvi n

Register and shall notify the affected State or States ot sucn 

approvul. The Indian tribe concerned shall reassume jurisdiction 
sixty days after publication in the Federal Register of notice uf 
approval. If  the Secretary disapproves any petition under 
subsection (a), the Secretary shall prov ide such technical assistance 
as may he necessary to enable the tribe to correct any deficiency 
which the Secretary identified as a cause for disapproval

Id) Assumption of jurisdiction under this section shall not affec: 
any action or proceeding over which a court has already assumed 
jurisdiction, except as may be pros idcd pursuant to any agreement 
under section 109 of this Act.

StC 109 (a) Slatcsand Indian tribes are authorised toemer into 
agreements with each other respecting care and custody of Indian 
children and jurisdiction over child custody proceedings. including 
agreements which may provide for orderly translcr ot jurisdiction 
on a case-by-case bast* and agreements which provide for 
concurrent jurisdiction between States and Indian tribes.

(b) Such agreements may be revoked by either party upon one 
hundred and eighty days’ written notice to the other party. Such 
revocation shall not affect any action or proceeding over which a 
court has already assumed jurisdiction, unless the agreement 

provides otherwise.
Set" 110 Where any petitioner in an Indian child custodv 

proceeding before a State court has improperly removed the chi!c 
(turn custodv of the parent or Indian custodian or has improper!-, 
retained custody alter a vt.it or other temporary relinquishment oi 
cu .tody. the court .hu ll decline jurisdiction over such petition ar.d 
shall forthwith return the child to his parent or Indian cuModtun 
unless returning the child to his parent or custodian would cubjec. 
the child to a suhs iJ ii.u l and immediate danger or threat of sucn 
danger.

Sk  I I I .  In any case where State or Federal law applicable tea 
child custodv proceeding under State or Federal taw piovides a 
highet stanejjrd ot protection to ihc " ta u  the pirer*. •• ’"d- 
C iM odun of an Indian child than the rights provided under th;» 
title, ttic Slate or redc i.il court shall anpl» the State or t-.-.'-.v 
stand.!'d

Si <’ 112. \othm g in tin-, title d ia l! he construed to | tevcni (he 
emergency ieriiov.il ol an Indian child who is a resident ot or > 
domiciled on a te w  Jtion. but temporarily located o lf the 
rcvcivjnon. Iron : !u* j , . iv n i or Indian c.tetodian or the emergen.-.
I lev-incut of such child ui a |o»ter home or institution, unde* 
applicable State taw m o.-der topicsent iniiiuneiit pin Mcaidam.igr 
or harm to the child I lie State ju thontv . olticiat. oi ager.ey 
involved shall uicure that the emergency removal or pi.ucn.er.' 
icru iin .0 v immediate!' when >ueh removal or p ljscnen i is r.o 
loueer neves cars to pi.-vent irunnucni p lit i it . i l damage or lu r ir t’o 
the child and shall cxpediiiotiriv initiate a eluld euctody priw icding 
lubnet lo  Hie p iov icum . ot tins title. tr jiM c r the child to 
j ii i imIic tivitt ol :lu  appropii.itc Ittili.m  u he. c>r u-Moie the child .* 
the p.ocm or Indian custodian a . may he . jiptopitale

S i r  | |*  None ol the pros incuts ol tin title, evcept •e rtiiiR ' 
l l i l f a l ,  ItlS. am i t in  d u l l  a ile d  a proceeding under ’cut,- low tor 

.  . • - ;  -"vn*. termination ol poicnlal lights, pti utoptrvc 
pljvviuctit. c<r m .ip io e  pU . einc nt sc ht.vtuav initiated oi coiupkiea 
p>M>r to one hioi.tred and eights J.o* a iie i the cnaitracnt o l t -> 
\d  bid d u l l «{*r'’ to .ms wih'Cvii’.td  picse.-doie its vjtre 
n a iic i o i cid>.e.|tie'ii pioc.cxfing- i l l .t im e  the. .u-t.slc ,-r 
p 'j . ,- iw  II <d iti,- .an.,- . b i l l

l i f t  i i i - i M i i  \n i t in  it  \ n 11 1  w i n  \ n t i t i . i i  w t»

Nu Ml i-t f ! . etarv i. i.oi.i rot 'a uu>.; .-ode
Ind ian  IlHVSallct >K ||1<-atuUls lit It'.’ .c:aiil*vliiit.-nt 11,10 • I I I  in 

c*t Itub.ia •  hiiu o u l '  in i. v * .rv ..e pioetani*<"tot » a r 1. a:- *. 
Hid ol llif PI.'P UJtinil 1(1.1 mptsllt d 1 ia«m -I »(l<*«l •*. . CO. e*
I t . .  C|C-.elite ot 0(11 l i  d all .tlth l <nd IjMltlS -etc... - ' . t f t j r



8 Indian Family Defense

s h a l l  b e  10 p r e v e n t  t h e  b r e a k u p  o f  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s  a n d .  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  r e m o v a l  o f  a n  I n d i a n  c h i l d  f r o m  t h e  
c u s t o d y  o f  h i s  p a r e n t  o r  I n d i a n  c u s t o d i a n  s h a l l  b e a  l a s t  r e s o r t .  S u c h  
c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y  s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  m a y  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  l im i t e d  
t o —

(1) a  s y s t e m  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  r e g u l a t i n g  I n d i a n  f o s t e r  
a n d  a d o p t i v e  h o m e s :

(2) t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h c c o u n s c l i n g  
a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  c u s t o d y  o f  
I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n :

(3) f a m i l y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o m e m a k e r  a n d  h o m e  c o u n ­
s e l o r s .  d a y  c a r e ,  a f T e r s c h o o l  c a r e ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  r e s p i t e  c a r c :

(4) h o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o g r a m s :
(1) t h e  e m p l o y m e n t  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  o t h e r  t r a i n e d  p e r s o n n e l  

t o  a s s i s t  t h e  t r i b a l  c o u r t  i n  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  r e l a t i o n s u n d  
c h i l d  w e l f a r e  m a t t e r s ;

(6) e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  o f  I n d i a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t r i b a l  c o u r t  
j u d g e s  a n d  s t a f f ,  i n  s k i l l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  
s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s ;

(7) a  s u b s i d y  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  w h i c h  I n d i a n  a d o p t i v e  c h i l d r e n  
m a y  b e  p r o v i d e d  s u p p o r t  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h a t  f a r  w h i c h  t h e y  w o u l j  
b e  e l i g i b l e  a s  f o s t e r  c h i l d r e n ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
S t a t e  s t a n d a r d s  o |  s u p p o r t  f o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  m e d i c a l  n e e d s ,  a n d

(8) g u i d a n c e ,  l e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  a d v i c e  t o  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s  
i n v o l v e d  in  t r i b a l .  S t a t e ,  o r  F e d e r a l  c h i l d  c u s t o d v  p r o c e e d i n g

(b) F u n d s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  u s e  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  t h i s  s e c t i o n  m a y  b e  u t i l i z e d  a s  r o n * F e d e r a l  m a t c h i n g  s h a r e  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  f u n d s  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  t i t l e s  IV- l) a n d  X X  o f  t h e  
S o c i a l  S c c u n t y  A c t  o r  u n d e r  a n y  o t h e r  F e d e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n r -  
p r o g r a m i  w h i c h  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  s u c h  f u n d s  a tw  
a u t h o r i z e d  t o  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o t  u s e  u n d e r  t h i s  A c t .  1 h e  p r o s  i s i o n  
o r  n o  ' i b i h ' v  n'  a s u *  * n c c  t n d c r  th *v  A r t  ♦ h a l l  n o t  b r a  b a ; r .  t h e  
d e n i a l  o r  r e d u c t i o n  o f  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  o t h e r w i s e  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  
t i t l i s  I V . I f  a n d  .XX o f  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  A c t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  f e d e r a l l y  
a s s i s t e d  •■ro(«r m i .  f  u i  c f ' j M i f i f y i n j f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  a
f e d e r a l l y  a s s i s t e d  p r o g r a m ,  l i c e n s i n g  o r  a p p r o v a l  o l  l u s t e r  o r  
a d o p t i v e  h o m e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b y  a n  I n m a n  t r i b e  s h a l l  b e  d e e m e d  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  l i c e n s i n g  o r  a p p r o v a l  b y  a  S t a t e .

S r c .  202. T h e  S e c r e t a r y  is  a l s o  a u t h m i z e d  t o  m a k e  g r a m s  t o  
I n d i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  o p - r a t e  o f f - z e s c r v a t i o n  
I n d i a n  c h i l d  a n d  f a m i l y  s e i v i c e  p r o g r a m s  w h i c h  m a y  i n c l u d e ,  b u t  
a t e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ­

f t )  a  s y s t e m  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g ,  m a i n t a i n i n g ,  a n d  w i p p i t r t u i c  I n d i a n  
f o s t e r  a n d  a d o p t i v e  h o m r s .  i n c l u d i n g  a  s u b s i d e  p r o g r a m  u n d e r  
w h i c h  I n d i a n  a d o p t i v e  c h i l d r e n  m a y  h e  p r o v i d e d  » u p p n n  
c o m p a t i b l e  t o  th . i t  l o r  w h i c h  t h r v  w o u l d  h e c l t i ' i h l e  a s  I n d i a n  f o s t e r  
c h i l d r e n ,  l i k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  I h c  a p p r o p r i a t e  S t a l e  s t . s n J . n d s  o f  
s u p p o r t  f o t  m a i n t e n a n c e  a m i  m e d i c a l  n e e d s ;

(2) t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a t  S m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s e t s  i c e *  l*-r 
c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  t r e a t m e n t  o f  I n d i a n  f a m i l i e s  a n d  I n d i a n  I n O e t  a n d  
a d o p t i v e  c h i l d r e n .

( ] )  f a i r u l v  a s s i s t  i n g * ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o m e m a k e r  a n d  h o m e  c o u n s e l ­
o r s .  Uj v  r a r e ,  a f t e r  s c h o o l  c a r e ,  a n d  e m p l o y  i n r n t .  r e c r e . i t i o n . i l  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  i r v p i t e  c a r c .  a n d

(4) g u i d a n c e ,  l e g a l  r c p i c s c n u i r o n  a n d  advice t o  I m i t i i t  | j t u i l n - >  
i n s o i v c s t  i n  c h i l d  . u s i i m Is p i n s c n l u i e s

S  - 20 )  t a i  I n  t h e  o t a f U s h B i o . t .  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  l u n d u i i '  n t  
l n d . . . : i  s  ImM a n d  ! .<nn i  s e n  i c e  r e g z a m s .  i m t h  o n  a  I ><|| 
r t v e . v . i i m n .  t h e  S e v r e l j t s  m a s  e n u r  i n t o  a n s O t K i m  w n t i  t h s  
S e s t e t i r v  o f  l l . a l i t i ,  t d u . j t i i i e i .  a n d  U . ' l a i v .  m d  t h e  l a t t v r  
S e s t ' t a t v  •» n e t e r *  • a u t t i o i i / . d  i u . l i  p u » iu . . .- s  i n  u . g  t u m i .  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  tsrr s im i l a r  p r o e * 4 t t u  a t  ths* l X f « i i i < m e n i  o t  IK , ,  m  
(- .d u e a t u i n  a n d  W e l f a r e  / > o i n & i f  11s.it a u t h o r ' s  r o  m a s >  
p a s  m e m  s  r u r > a a n t  t o « u . n  . i c i c r n i . u i s s h a l l  n e e l i . v t i s e u n T s  t o m e  
c l i e n t  a n < i  m  s u c h  a m o u n t s  a s  m a y  f«e p r n s t d i j  mi . J s a n e e  n s  
a p p i i * M i a t i . > n  \ . t s

(b) F u n d s  f o r  t l  ? p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A c t  m a y  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  A c t  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 .1921 < 4 2 S ’. a t  
208). a s  a m e n d e d  

S t C  204. F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  s e c t i o n s  202 a n d  203 o f  t h i s  t i t l e  
t h e  t e r m  “ I n d i a n ” s h a l l  i n c l u d e  p e r s o n s  d e f i n e d  i n  s e c t i o n  4 f c l  o f  t h e  
I n d i a n  H e a l t h  C a r e  I m p r o v e m e n t  A c t  o f  l 9 * M 9 0 S t a i .  1400.1401 r.

T I T L E  I I I  — R E C O R D  K E E P I N G .  I N F O R M \ T I O N  
A V A I I . A B H . I T Y .  A N D  T I M E T A B L E S

S e c . 301. (a) A n y  S t a t e  c o u r t  e n t e r i n g  a  f i n a l  d e c r e e  o r  o r d e r  in  
a n y  I n d i a n  c h i l d  a d o p t i v e  p l a c e m e n t  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o t  
t h i s  A c t  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  s u c h  d e c r e e  o r  
o r d e r  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s u c h  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
s h o w  —

( I)  t h e  n a m e  a n d  t r i b a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i l d ;
(2/ t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o i  i „ c  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r e n t s :
(3) t h e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  o f  t h e  a d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s :  a n d
(4) t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a n y  agency h a s  m g  f i l e s  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  

t o  s u c h  a d o p t i v e  p l a c e m e n t .
W h e r e  t h e  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  c o n t a i n  a n  a t  ( Id a s  it o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  
p a r e n t  o r  p a r e n t s  t h a t  t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  r e m a i n  c o n t i d e n t i a l .  t h e  c o u r t  
s h a l l  i n c l u d e  s u c h  a f f i d a v i t  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  
S e c r e t a r y  s h a l l  i n s u r e  h a t  t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  i t  
m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a l l  n o t  b e  s u b i c c t  t o  t h e  
F r e e d o m  o f  I n h u m a t i o n  A c t  (5 U . S .C .  5 J2 l .  o s  a m e n d e d .

(b) U p o n  t h e  t c q u c s t  o f  t h e  a d o p t e d  I n d i a n  c h i l d  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  
e i g h t e e n ,  t h e  a d o p t i v e  o r  f o s t e r  p a r e n t s  o f  a n  I n d i a n  c h i l d ,  o r  a n  
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Item 5

ALASKA NATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE 

One Year Budget

I.  Regional Representatives Travel:

Training 
(2 t r ip s )

1. A le u t ia n -P r ib i lo f

Quarterly Mtgs. 
(4 t r i p s ;

2. Assoc, o f  V i l la ge  $466.20 
Council Presidents 
(Bethel)

$932.40

3. B r is to l  Bay 
(Dillingham)

$408 $816

4. T l in g i t  & Haida 
Central Council 
(Juneau)

$532 $1,064

5. Cook In le t  $186
(Anchorage Based)

$ 372

6. Copper River
(Copper Center)

Inupiat Comm, o f  
A r c t ic  Slope 
(Barrow)

$712 $1,424

8. Kaworak 
(Nome)

$612 $1,224

9. Kodiak Area

10. Mauncluk 
(Katzebuo)

$300

$C08

$ 600 

$1,216

11. North P a c i f i c  Rim 
(Anchorage-Based)

12. Tanana Chief 
(Fairbanks)

$320 $ 640

Per Diem

$1,008

$1,008

$1,008

$1,008

$1,008

$1,008

$1,008

$ ’ ,008

$1,008

T O T A L $4,144.20 $8.288.40



II  E xecutive  Committee T r a v e l : A ir fa r e  Per Diem

1. A leu tian  P r i b o l o f  500 186

2. AVCP-(Bethel) • 234. (1 t r i p )  186

3. B r is t o l  B ay-(D ill ingham ) 204. (1 t r i p )  166

4. T l in g i t  & Haida- (Juneau) 798. (3 t r i p s )  747

5. Cook In le t  N ative  A ssoc .  532. (2 t ps) 288

6. Copper R iver  93. (1 t r i p )  124

7. Inupiat Comm, o f  A r c t i c  S lope  356. (1 t r i p )  222

8. Tawerak -(Nome) 306. 180

9. Kodiak 150. (1 t r i p )  168

10. Maunoluk -  (Kotzebue) 304. (1 t r i p )  182

11. Nortn P a c i f i c  Rim 250. 168

12. Tanana C h ie f  160. (1 t r i p )  134

13. O u t -o f -S t a t e  2500. 1,200

14. Allowances 750.

TOTAL 7,137 3,951



I I I  T ra in in g  :

Consultant 5 ,000

S upplies  1 ,500

Travel 1,625

F a c i l i t y  Lease 1 ,000

TOTAL 9 ,125

IV Support S e r v ic e s  :

Telephone 3 ,000

P rin t in g  3 ,000

Postage 600

Xeroxing 1,500

S u bscr ip t ion s /D u es  182.40

TOTAL

TOTAL BUDGET

8 ,2 8 2 .4 0

$50,000



Alaska Native Child Welfare 
Task Force

Item 4

Representatives from the 12 Non-profit  Regional Corporations during 
1980 - 1981:

A le u t ia n /P r ib i lo f  Island Association

Mr. Arthur Potts 
1689 "C" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
Phone: 276-2700

Association  o f  V i l la ge  Council 
Presidents

Martha Jack 
V i l lage  Council 
Box 219
Bethel, Alaska 99559

B ris to l  Bay Native Association

Mary Backford 
Dillingham, Alaska 99576

Central Council T l in g i t  & Haida 
Indian Tribes o f  Alaska

Francine Eddy
One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 200 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Phone: 586-1432

Cook In le t  Native Association

Jennifer  Evans 
670 West Fircweed Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Phone: 278-4641

Copper River Native Association

Marianne Rolland 
Pouch G
Copper Center, Alaska 99573

Inuplat Community o f  the Arct ic  
Slope

Kawerak, I n c .

Nome Area
need fo r  a representat ive

Kodiak Area Native Association

Elaine Loomis
Kodiak Native Associ< tion
Box 172
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
Phone: 486-5725

Mauneluk Association

Gerri Adams 
Box 256
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
Phone: 442-3311

The North P a c i f i c  Rim

Sally  Mead & Richard Rolland 
903 W. Northern Lights 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Phone: 276-2121

Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.

Josephine Fields 
F irst  & Hall Street 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
Phone: 452-8251

Barbara Bodenhcrn 
Box 437
Barrow, Al; ska 99723



A L A S K A  NATIVE CHILD W E L FA RE  TASK FORCE

CHAIRPERSON:

VICE-CHAIRPERSON:

SECRETARY:

TREASURER:

O ff -cers  fo r  1981

Jennifer  Evans
Cook Inlet  Native Association  
Attn: Family Services
670 West Fireweed Lane 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Telephone: 278-4641

Francine Eddy
T l in g it  & Haida Central Council
Child Welfare Program
One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 200
Juneau, Alaska 99801
Telephone: 586-1432, extension 226

Linda Halverson
Cook Inlet  Native A ssoc ic t ion
Attn: Family Services
670 West Fireweed Lane
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Telephone: 278-4641

Sally  Mead
North P a c i f i c  Rim
Child Welfare Program
9C3 West Northern Light Blvd.,  Suite 203 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
Telephone: 276-2121



A L A S K A  NATIVE CHILD W E L FA RE  T A S K  F OR CE

The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force i s  a state-wide 
e f f o r t  to  advocate and to a s s is t  Alaskan Natives and American 
Indians in the implementation o f  the Indian Child Welfare Act, 
Public  Law 93-608. The Alaskan Federation o f  Natives endorsed, 
supported and o f f i c i a l l y  sanctioned the Alaska Native Child 
Welfare Task Force at the 1979 annual A.F.N. Convention in 
Anchorage.

PURPOSE

The purpose o f  the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall  
be to address the fo l low ing o b je c t iv e s :

Section 1. To a c t iv e ly  p a r t i c ip a te  in the form alization ,  e s ta b ­
lishment, and review o f  p o l i c i e s  in order to safeguard the s p i r ­
i t  and intent o f  the Indian Child Welfare Act.

Section 2. To serve as an advocate on Indian Child Welfare i s ­
sues In the community, state and national leve ls  o f  the govern­
ment.

Section 3. To provide educational and tra in ing  programs on the 
Indian Child Welfare Act and re la ted  subjects  to Alaskan Natives,  
Native o rga n ize : i o n s , and other agencies who provide serv ices  
to Native chi ldren  and fam il ies .

Section 4. To serve as a c lea r in g  house o f  information on the 
Indian Child Welfare Act and re la ted  subject matter, whereby, 
materials ,  books and films w i l l  be ava ilab le  for  u t i l i z a t i o n  
by t i e  Task Force members.



Item 1

Re: Alaska Native Child Welfare
Task Force

I . The Indian Child Welfare Act

The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), Public  Law 95-608, is  a federal  
law enacted by Congress on May 8, 1978. The Act was passed in r e ­
sponse to the testimony o f  many Indian and non-Indian people who were 
appalled at the extreme number o f  Indian ch i ldren  who were placed in 
non-Indian fo s te r  and adoptive homes. The testimony revealed  that 
these large number o f  placements were without regard f o r  preserving 
the c h i ld  s id e n t i ty  and culture were a s ig n i f i c a n t  cause o f  the 
breakdown o f  Indian fam il ies  and t r ib e s .

Thereby, the Act was passed to p ro te c t  the in t e g r i t y  o f  Indian fami­
l i e s  and to  help ensure that Indian ch i ldren  who are placed in adop­
t ive  or fo s te r  care homes continue to  l iv e  in th e ir  natural cu ltu ra l  
environment. The ICWA esta b l ish es  n a t io nals standards which state  
courts  must fo l low  before  Indian children  can be~Temoved from th e ir  
parents or  inaian custodians.

The o v e ra l l  s p i r i t  and intent o f  the Act i s  to  p rotect  the best i n t e r ­
ests  o f  Indian children and to promote the s t a b i l i t y  and secur ity  o f  
Indian tr ib es  and fa m il ie s .

T i t l e  II o f  the Indian Child Welfare Act authorizes the Secretary o f  
the I n te r io r  to  make grants to Indian Tribes and organizations .  Dur­
ing the f i s c a l  year 1980, $5.5 m i l l i on was appropriated on a national 
l e v e l .  Fourteen (14) Native agencies in Alaska rece ived  funding for 
a ch i ld  and family program for the 1980 ICWA Grant Year, which went 
from June 1980 to March 31, 1981. The Alaska Nativu agencies include:  
the Aleutian - P r i b i l o f  Islands A ss oc ia t ion ;  the Admirality Cit izens 
Council,  I n c . ;  the B r is to l  Bay Native A ssoc ia t ion ;  Central Council 
T l in g i t  and Haida Indian Tribes o f  Alaska; Copper River Native A s s o c i ­
a t ion ;  Kodiak Area Native A ssoc ia t ion ;  Kotzebue IRA Council;  Mauncluk 
A ssoc iat ion ;  Metlakatla Indian Community; North P a c i f i c  Rim; Sitka 
Community Assoc iat ion ;  Tanana Chiefs Conference and the United Crow 
Band of Alaska.

I I .  Alaska State Leg is la t ion  Concerning the Indian Child Wei fore Act

During the Eleventh Legislature - second sess ion  (1980),  T l in g it  and 
Haida Central Council was instrumental in working with Representative 
Duncan in formulating House Concurrent Resolution No. 43 to  the Alaska 
State Legis lature ;  and very Involved in developing and organizing the 
j o in t  hearings that pertained to th is  b i l l  and the Juneau White House 
Conference on fam il ies  that was held on February 23, 1980.

The House Concurrent Resolution No. 43 did pass the log is la tu t  , there 
by, the Alaska Department o f  Health and Soc ia l  Services and t f  • court 
system were to promptly take steps necessary l o  cooperate in .he 
implementation o f  the ICWA in Alaska.

Briefing Statement
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The Juneau White House Conference on Families o f  February 1980, 
centered around the issues that are impacting the s t a b i l i t y  and 
se cu r ity  o f  fam il ies  in Juneau. The people who provided testimony 
spoke to  upholding the t r a d i t io n a l  view o f  the family, to  bringing  
God back into  the home and schools  and to gett in g  r id  o f  governmen­
t a l  in ter ference  in the family. The written  testimony was more 
l i b e r a l  in expressing a need to pass such issues as ERA, gay r ig h ts ,  
freedom to choose abortion ,  and the acceptance o f  the "non-Tradi-  
t i o n a l  fam ily" .  A report  r e f l e c t i n g  the conclus ions  and recommenda­
t ions  from the hearings was prepared by the Steering Committee Members.

I I I .  The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force

In the Fall  o f  1979 representat ives  from several  Alaska Native Human 
Services  Programs moved to organize an ICWA Task Forece. The repre ­
sentatives  from these programs p a r t i c ip a te d  in the formulation o f  the 
Task Force concept and movement towards organization  o f  the group.
The Task Force submitted before  the 1979 Alaska Federation o f  Natives 
Convention a reso lu t ion  to seek th e ir  endorsement and support.

The reso lu t ion  did pass, whereby, the Alaska Federation o f  Natives 
o f f i c i a l l y  sanctioned the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force. The 
Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force is  a state-wide e f f o r t  to ad­
vocate and to a s s i s t  Alaskan Natives and Amcrcian Indians in the imple­
mentation o f  the Indian Child Welfare Act,  P.L. 95-608. The o b je c t iv e s  
o f  the Task Force are:

(1) To a c t 'v e l y  par t ic ipa te  in the form alizat ion ,  establishment, and 
review o f  p o l i c i e s  in order to  safeguard the s p i r i t  and intent o f  
the Indian Child Welfare Act;

(2) To serve as an advocate on Indian Child Welfare issues in the com­
munity, state  and national lcvu ls  o f  the government;

(3) To provide educational and tra in ing  programs on the ICWA and 
re la ted  sub jects  to Alaskan Natives,  Native Organizations, and 
other agencies who provide se rv ices  to  Native children and fami­
l i e s ;  and

(4) To serve js a c lea r in g  house o f  information on the Indian Child 
Welfare Act and re la ted  subject  matter,  whereby, material ,  books, 
films w i l l  be ava ilable  for  u t i l i z a t i o n  by the Task Force members.

During this  past year (1980) the Task Force membership has been com­
prised  o f  Cook In le t  Native Assoc iat ion  s t a f f  and representation from
the ICWA grantees who could cover the expenses fo r  s t a f f  trave l .

»
Over the past year (1980) the Task Force has assumed an informational 
sharing focus in rcpsects  to addressing issues concerning implementa­
tion o f  the Act in Alaska and the ICWA grant nppllent ion process .

IV. Development o f  Senate B i l l s  105 and 106

During the general Task Force meeting at the 1980 Alaska Federation 
o f  NativesCunvent ion in Anchorage, the e x i s t in g  Task Force membership 
id e n t i f i e d  the need to formerly organize the Task Force and to  secure 
a funding base.



Fundin;> In form ation  
General Pund 550,000 
Other Fund® - 0 -
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IN THE HOUSE

,U  r  1 f  c r  In trod u ced :  3 /2 4 ,8 1  
1 1 R e fe r r e d :  H ea lth ,E d u ca t ion  4

S o c ia l  S e r v ic e e  and F inance

i** .  ^  ^
BY FULLER AND CLOCKSIN

HOUSE BILL NO. 383 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OP ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

A BILL £

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act making a e p e c ia l  a p p r o p r ia t e

t lo n s  o f  the A la s k a /N a t lv ^  C h ild  W elfare  Teak F orce :  

and p r o v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THS LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1. The aum o f  $30 ,000  la a p p ro p r ia te d  from the gen era l  fund to

the Alaska Native C h ild  W elfare  Task Force f o r  the o p e r a t io n s  o f  the teak 

f o r c e  during  the p e r io d  o f  I t s  e x l s t o n c e .

* S e e .  2. This Act takes  e f f e c t  on the e f f e c t i v e  dare o f  an Act eatab*

Alaska N ative  C h ild  W elfare  Teak F orce .
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HOUSE BILL NO. 385

"An Act making a spec ia l  app rop r i a t i o n  f o r  the  ope ra t ion s  of  the  Alaska Native 
Chi ld Welfare Task Force; and prov id ing  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

The Department of Health and Socia l  Se rv ice s  Is in support o f  House B i l l  No. 385. 
making a spec ia l  a pp rop r i a t ion  f o r  the  ope ra t ion  of the  Alaska Nat ive Chi ld Wel­
f a r e  Task Force. The Indian Chi ld Welfare Act Imposes s i g n i f i c a n t  and fa r- reach ­
ing changes In ope ra t io n s  fo r  c o u r t s ,  a t t o rn ey s ,  and agencies  p la c ing  ch i l d r e n  in 
e i t h e r  f o s t e r  ca re  o r  adopt ion. A task  fo rce  to  study the  va r ious  I ssues  concern­
ing c h i l d  we l fa re  s e rv ic e s  f o r  Alaskan Nat ives would be very va luab le  In terms 
of  f u t u r e  planning and po l icy  development. The Department would be p leased  to  
p a r t i c i p a t e  In such a task fo rce .

Department of Heal th and Socia l  Se rv ice s  i s  In support  of House B i l l  No. 385.

RtCONHEMOED BY

DATE:

Jmn R. Pugh, Wfrec^ror 
fmvislon of  Family^and
Youth Serv ices

APPROVED BY:

DATE:

fpien n. Retrne 
Commissioner

? -  / y
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The purpose o f  organzing the e x is t in g  Task Force i s  in order to 
ensure statewide representation o f  the Native agencies .  And in 
order to  pursue the Task Force o b je c t iv e s  there i s  a need fo r  a 
f ’mding base from which to work.
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