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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare

Task Force; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF 1HS STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. ALASKA NATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE. The Alaska Native 

Child Welfare Task Force is established to (’study and recommend legislative, 

judicial, and administrative ^hanges' to implement the provisions of the 

federal Indian Child Welfare Act.

, BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 384 (HESS)
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13 * Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force

is  composed o f  13 voting  members and A nonvoting ex o f f i c i o  members, se lecter  

as f o l lo w s :

(1) voting  members: a representat ive  from each o f  the 13 regional

17 Native corporations  created by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, to

be appointed by the governor;

(2) ex o f f i c i o  members:

(A) the commissioner o f  health and s o c i a l  serv ices  or a 

person designated by the commissioner;

(B) the administrator o f  the Alaska Court System or a person

23 designated by the adm in is trator ;

24 (C) the attorney general or a person designated by the

attorney general;

26 (D) the person who chairs the senate h ea l th ,  education and

27 so c ia l  se rv ices  committee;

(E) the person who chairs the house h ea l th ,  education and

s o c ia l  se rv ices  committee; and
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(F) the e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  of the A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s

C o r p o r a t i o n  o r  a p e r s o n  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r .

(b) A p p o i n t m e n t s  u n d e r  (a)(1) of t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be m a d e  w i t h  due 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  an a p p o i n t e e  to d e v o t e  

the t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  n e c e s s a r y  to p e r m i t  the t a s k  f o r c e  to f u n c t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  

ly. A p p o i n t m e n t s  s h all be w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  a n d  

s h a l l  be m a d e ,  if p o s s i b l e ,  w i t h i n  20 d a y s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  this  

Act, or  w i t h i n  20 days of the d a t e  o f  a n y  v a c a n c y  in the m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  

t a s k  force.

(c) V a c a n c i e s  in o f f i c e  s h all be f i l l e d  i n  the m a n n e r  p r e s c r i b e d  for 

i n i t i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s .

* Sec. 3. C O M P E N S A T I O N .  A m e m b e r  o f  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  

T a s k  F o r c e  s e r v e s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  but is e n t i t l e d  to t h e  s a m e  t r a v e l  

p a y  a n d  per d i e m  a u t h o r i z e  by  law for m e m b e r s  of b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s  

u n d e r  AS 3 9 . 2 0 . 1 8 0 .

* Sec. 4. P R E S I D I N G  O F F I C E R .  T h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a s k  F o r c e

shall e l e c t  a p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  f r o m  a m o n g  the m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  t a s k  fo r c e .

* Sec. 5. M E E T I N G S .  T h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  s h a l l  

m e e t  at l e a s t  four t i mes a ye a r  to c a r r y  out t h o  d u t i e s  p r e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  

Act. T h e  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  of  t a s k  f o r c e  s h a l l  be c o n v e n e d  at t h e  c a l l  o f  

the g o v e r n o r  n o t  l a ter th a n  30 days f o l l o w i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  m e m b e r s  u n d e r  

sec. 2 (a)(1) of this Act.

* Sec. 6. D U T I E S ,  (a) T h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a s k  F o r c e  s h a l l

(1) s t u d y  the f e d e r a l  I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  Act in o r d e r  to r e c o m ­

m e n d  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  J u d i c i a l ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c h a n g e s  to i m p l e m e n t  tie 

c o n c e p t s  c o n t a i n e d  in the I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  Actj

(2) if the task f o r c e  c o n s i d e r s  It n e c e s s a r y ,  h o l d  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  

an d  mcetli gs to c o n s i d e r  the e f f e c t  o f  the I n d i a n  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  A c t  o n

A l a s k a  N a t i v e s »
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1 (3) apply for  and administer federal  grants used to conduct

tra in ing  programs fo r  t r i b a l  and v i l l a g e  e n t i t i e s  on implementation o f  the 

Indian Child Welfare Act in the s ta te ;

(4)  prepare a report on l e g i s l a t i v e ,  j u d i c i a l ,  and adm inistrative  

changes necessary to provide f u l l  implementation o f  the Indian Child Welfare 

Act in the s t a t e ;  the report  shall  include recommendations fo r  l e g i s l a t i o n  

and changes in sta te  administrative and j u d i c ia l  procedures necessary to 

implement the Indian Child Welfare Act in the s ta te .

(b) The report  which is  prepared under (a ) (4 )  o f  th is  sec t ion  shall  he

presented to the l e g i s la t u r e ,  wlt> cop ies  to the Department o f  Health and 

Soc ia l  Services  and the governor, by February 1, 1982.

* Sec. 7. TERMINATION. This Act is  repealed and the ex is tence  o f  the 

Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force terminated December 3 1 /  14821

* Sec. 8. EFFF.CTIVE DATE. This Act takes e f f e c t  immediately in a c c o r ­

dance with AS 0 1 .1 0 .0 7 0 (c ) .
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Rep. Don Clocksin, Chairman 
465-3797

A l a s k a  j^taie l e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives

Committee on
Pouch V

Healffi, Gducilion &  Social Services state Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Date: May 11, 1981 

To: HESS Committee Members

Fr: Rep. Don Clocksin

Re: House HESS CS f o r  HB 384 (Alaska Nat ive  Child Welfare Task Force)

1) Page 1, l i n e  10 a f t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  add J u d i c i a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .

2) Page 1, l i n e  13 a f t e r  composed add o f  19 members, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
o f  (or a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of) each i f  the  13 reg ions  d e s i g n a t e d  1n 
th e  Alaska Nat ive Claims Se t t l emen t  Act, to  be appo in t ed  by th e  
Governor.

3) Paae 1, l i n e  17 i n s e r t  (a) ex-off1c1o members a re :
(1) The Commissioner of  Heal th and Socia l  Se rv ice s  o r  h e r/h i s  d e s ig n e e ;
(2) The Admin is t r a to r  o f  the Alaska Court System o r  h e r/h i s  d e s ig n e e ;
(3) The At torney General o r  he r/h is  des ignee ;
(4) Chairs  o f  th e  Senate and House HESS Committees;
(5) Execut ive D i r e c to r  o f  Alaska Legal Serv ices  Co rpo ra t ion  o r  des ignee .

4) Page 2, l i n e  7 d e l e t e  once every two month and i n s e r t  a t  l e a s t  f ou r  t imes.

5) Page 2, l i n e  13 a f t e r  l e g i s l a t i v e  add a dm in i s t r a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l .

6) Paae 2, l i n e  17 add:
(3) Apply f o r  and adm in i s t e r  g r a n t s  f o r  t r a i n i n g  on, and a dm in i s t r a t i o n  

o f ,  ICWA, p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo r  t r i b a l  o r  v i l l a g e  e n t i t i e s .
(4) Complete a r e po r t  w i th  l e g i s l a t i v e  changes, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  changes,  

J u d i c i a l  changes, changes to  improve u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Act by 
t r i b a l  e n t i t l e s  o r  v i l l a g e s  wi th :
(a) Recommendations to the  l e g i s l a t u r e  fo r  l e g i s l a t i o n  which Is  

necessa ry to Implement th e  Indian Chi ld Welfare  Act 1n Alaska.
(b) Reconvnend changes in a dm in i s t r a t i v e  and j u d i c i a l  p rocedu re s  

to  implement ICWA.

7) Page 2, l i n e  24 d e l e t e  Feb. 28, 1982 and i n s e r t  December 31, 1982.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 384

"An Act establishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force; and providing 
for an effective date."

The Department of Health and Social Services supports House Bill No. 384 estab­
lishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force. The Indian Child Welfare 
Act imposes significant and far-reaching changes in operations for courts, attor­
neys, and agencies placing children in either foster care or adoption. A task 
force to study the various issues concerning child welfare services for Alaskan 
Natives would be very valuable in terms of future planning and policy development. 
The Department would be pleased to participate in such a task force.

Department of Health and Social Services is in support of House Bill No. 384.

inn R. Pugh, DWf>ctor 
vision of Fa'inly and 
Youth Services

APPROVED BY:

DATE:

Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner

DATE:



Till! LKIISI.A 11J t\I • til- Mil SI AIT 01 ALASKA

TWELFTH I . E C t n  a t u r e

FISCAL Aon-

I. REQUEST
I l i l l/Rcsolulion No.__________ HOUSE BILL NO. 384
Title “An Act establishing the Alaska Native CHild Welfare Task Force; & providing an effective 
Requested by______________________________________________ Date_____________________ date.

I I . F ISCAL DETA IL  
Agency Affected _ Department of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected  ___________________________________________________________________
IIRU, Program, or Subprogram! .<0 Allotted ___________________________
'Note: If. tore than one budget cniuponv... is a f lcc led , separate linc-itcin amounts and funding for each 

:oinponent in Ihc analysis section I 
I MT.NPIT URLS (Thousands o f  Dollar.)

IV  Ul i v 2 l Y  H 3 IY  04 FY 05 . FV 86
100 PF.RSONAL SERVICES
JlU) IRAVF1
T)0 CONTRACTUAL

500 1 OUII'MINT
».00 1 AND & STRUCT UR I S
700 ('.RANT’S. CLAIMS. 1.1C

-_

TOTAL - 0 - -u - -G- - 0 - - d - -t i-

i;UNDIN(i (Thousands ol Dollar.1

SJTNIJtALI UND - 0 - -()- -n  • - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
FI DI RAI FUNDS - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - -fi. - 0 -
OITILR (Specify 1 uud Source) - 0 - -ti- - 0 - -0 - - 0 - - 0 -

ruMIIUNS

JLJLLU mmi -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -n-

PART MMI -0- -d- ~ -0- -0- -0- -0-

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

I I I .  ANAI.VS IS (See Fiscal Note I'lepar.ilimi l i is tn ic tions. Section HD

House Bill No. 384 has no fiscal impact on the Department of Health and 
Social Services.

IV. DA rii ___I'ltl PAH 11) IIY £
/ /  A*.I N( V _ _  O M s  onjor

Original: l egislative I inance I'lltiNI .. _
cc: lludeet and Manaremvnl

Prune Sponsor tl'irst legislator Named! M4B Approval   pate ^ ’

John R. Puoh. Director 
Tai iif.ni .i j ■ ip th" Services

JJ-uui (Rev. 12/iii)
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