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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:  Members o f  t h e  H ouse H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t io n  an d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

C o m m ittee

R e p . D o n a ld  C l o c k s in ,  C h a irm a n  R e p . M ike  B e i r n e  
R e p . B e t t e  C a to  R e p . T e r r y  M a r t in

R e p . J im  D uncan

FROM: K e r r y  D . R o m e s b u rg ,. fc - J t n i t iv e  D i r e c t o r
A la s k a  C o m m iss io n  n (C « H s t is e c o n d a ry  E d u c a t io n

R E : HB 3 4 , C o u rs e  A r t i c u l a t i o n  G u id e /
'A T E : A p r i l  2 0 ,  1981

The C o m m iss io n  on P o s t s e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t io n  s t r o n g ly  e n d o rs e s  t h i s  b i l l  
and e n c o u ra g e s  i t s  p a s s a g e . A b r i e f  p o s i t io n  p a p e r  s t a t i n g  t h i s  s u p p o r t  
i s  a t t a c h e d  a s  i s  a s h o r t  sum m ary o f  some com m ents r e c e iv e d  d u r in g  
t e s t im o n y  b e fo r e  th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  In t e r im  C o m m itte e  on Com m unity 
C o l l e g e s .

T h e re  a r e  some am endm ents f o r  w h ic h  we w o u ld  a p p r e c ia t e  y o u r  
c o n s id e r a t io n .  T h e s e  am endm ents a r e :

page 1 ,  l i n e s  6 - 7  " .  . . c o u r s e  ] LA TIO N ] t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y
g u id e .  .  . "

page 1 ,  l i n e  13 " .  .  . c o u r s e  IA R T IC U LA T IO N ] t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  
g u id e .  .  . "

page 1 ,  l i n e  16 " ,  .  . c o u r s e  [A R T IC U LA T IO N ] t r a n s f e r a b i 1i t y  
g u id e .  .

page ’ , l i n e s  1 8 -1 9  " c o u r s e  [A R T IC U LA T IO N ] t r a n s f e r a b i l l t y  
g u id e .  .  . "

page 1 , l i n e s  2 3 -2 6  Amend to  r e a d :

(2 )  i n d i c a t e  c o u r s e s  w h ic h  ca n  be t r a n s f e r r e d  f o r  c r e d i t  
fro m  o ne  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  s t a t e  to  a n o t h e r ,  t o g e t h o r  w i t h  th e  
am ount o f  c r e d i t  a s s ig n e d  to  e a c h  and t h e  t y p e  o f  c r e d i t  
t r a n s f  r  a c c e p t e d .

page 1 , l i n e s  2 7 -2 9  D ELET E  

page 2 ,  l i n e s  1 -2  D ELE T E

page 2 ,  l i n o  3 . .c o u r s e  (A R T IC U LA T IO N ] t r a n s f o i a b l l l t y
g u id e .  .  . "

page  2 ,  l i n o  4 . . c o u r s e  (A R T IC U LA T IO N ) t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y
g u id e .  ,  . "



P O S IT IO N  STATEM ENT ON THE NEED FOR A 
T R A N S F E R A B IL IT Y  GUIDE

T h e re  a r e  p ro b le m s  s u r r o u n d in g  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  c r e d i t  fro m  o ne  A la s k a  
c o l le g e  to  a n o t h e r .  W it h in  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a  s y s te m , th e  p ro b le m  
i s  n o t  t h a t  c r e d i t s  do  n o t  t r a n s f e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e y  may n o t  be 
c r e d i t e d  to w a rd  p a r t i c u l a r  m a jo r s  and d e g r e e s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s , a 
com m unity  c o l le g e  s t u d e n t  m ig h t  t r a n s f e r  60 h o u rs  o f  c r e d i t  t o  a 
u n i v e r s i t y  c e n t e r ,  b u t  s t i l l  h a v e  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  l e f t  t o  
co m p le te  m a jo r  an d  d e g re e  r e q u ir e m e n t s .  The  C o m m iss io n  b e l ie v e s  th e  
s t u d e n t s  h a v e  an  a b s o luty r i g h t ,  a s  co n su m e rs  o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  to  
be f u l l y  a p p r is e d  o f  i f h e i r  s t a t u s .

A t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  g u id e  s h o u ld  be d e v e lo p e d  f o r  A la s k a .  The  g u id e  s h o u ld  
in c lu d e  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a ,  A la s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S h e ld o n  
J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e ,  and a p p r o p r ia t e  v o c a t io n a l  s c h o o ls  and  p ro g ra m s . I t  
s h o u ld  be e m p h a s ize d  t h a t  t h i s  w o u ld  be a t r a n s f e r a b i l i t y  g u id e  f o r  
s t u d e n t s ,  i t  w o u ld  in  no w ay a t te m p t  t o  in d i c a t e  w h a t s h o u ld  t r a n s f e r  
o r  how a t r a n s f e r  s h o u ld  b e  c r e d i t e d . The g u id e  m e r e ly  r e p o r t s  w h at 
c o u ’ e s  t r a n s f e r ,  w h a t th e y  a r e  e q u iv a le n t  t o ,  and  how t h c v  a r e  c r c d i t e i  
w i t h in  th e  r e c e iv i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n .

W ith  su c h  a q u id o  in  h a n d , a s t u d e n t  o r  an  a d v is o r  know s w h e th e r  o r  n o t 
a p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r s o  w i l l  t r a n s f e r  to  a n o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  a n d , i f  s o ,  
w h e th e r  i t  t r a n s f e r s  a s  an  e l e c t i v e  c r e d i t  o r  a c r e d i t  to w a rd  m a jo r  
c o u r s e  r e q u ir e m e n t s .  T r a n s f e n b i l i t y  g u id e s  in  o ne  fo rm  o r  a n o th e r  
e x i s t  in  fo u r t e e n  s t a t e s ^ ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  h ave  s y s te m s  v a s t l y  m ore 
c o m p le x  th e n  o u r s .  We h a v e  two e x c e l l e n t  m o d e ls  fro m  F l o r i d a  and 
A r iz o n a  w h ic h  we w o u ld  p ro p o se  to  d u p l ic a t o  f o r  A la s k a .

T h i s  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e  w h ic h  we ca n  p r o v id e  f o r  th e  s t u d e n t s  in  
A la s k a ,  w ith o u t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x p e n s e , p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t o r  th e  i n i t i a l 1 
d e v e lo p m e n t y e a r .

1A c c o rd in g  t o  a s u r v e y  c o n d u c te d  by D r . J a n e  K y la n d  o f  th e  S t a t e  
H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r s '  (SIIKF.O) NETWORK O f f i c e ,  F a l l ,  1 9 00 .



TESTIMONY REGARDING TRANSFER 

OF CREDITS

The following excepts are from transcribed tapes of persons 

testifying before the Legislative Interim Committee on Community 

Colleges. The excepts included here are from hearings at Kenal Peninsula 

Community College and Anchorage Community College.

1. Kenal - faculty member, November 14, 1980:

"One of the areas we ran into in terms of transferability [was t h a > ,

they (University of Alaska, Anchorage) told us they would not accept our 

classes as credit even though our students are learn! tg the same 

concepts

" . . .  I will counsel my students to go elsewhere. It is Important 

for a student planning a degree program."

2. Kenal - administrator, November 14, 1980:

Transfer of credit "is a system-wide problem, and I do not think It 

will go away by changing the structure. . . .  It Is a matter of working 

with people wherever you are."

3. Kenal - faculty member, November 14, 1980:

"I find It difficult to understand students taking courses at any

community college who cannot have (those courses) accepted when 

transferring to the university. I do not sec the reason for that 
disparity among the community colleges."

4. Kenal - faculty member, November 14, 1980:

"The real problem Is transferability of credits. 1 saw the conflict 

In .mchorage as basically personal rather than on the basis of what was 
In the course."

5. Kenal - businessman, November 14, 1980:

My daughter "transferred to the University of Nevada at Las Vegas 
with every credit transferrea, no problem."

6. Kenai ~ businessman, November 14, 1980:

"Transfer of credits is really Important. Many high sch'v'l students 

are destined for college and at end (a community college) fot a short 

period and take credits with them. A person spending money for college 

does not waste a couple of years If credits gained at (the community 
college) can be transferred."

7. Anchorage - facul.y member, December 13, 1980:

". . . my community college electronics students would cose back from 

registration and tell me they had been told that although they are 

majoring In electronics technology, they had to sign up as UAA students 

If they wanted to get credit for courses or bo able to transfer credits 

to UAA. This back biting . . . not only does not accomplish anything 

. . . but It tears the hell out of the students. They suffer for It."

8. Anchorage - Student, December 13, 1980:

"(The students) are victimised from almost the moment they arrive on 

campus, with the high cost of tuition (and) uncertainty of course 

offerings, (and) tho endless problems of taking courses at both UAA and



9 .  A n c h o r a g e  -  f a c u l t y  member ,  December  13 ,  1980 :
"A* p r e s e n t ,  I  f e e l  v e r y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  t r y i n g  t o  c o u n s e l  a  s t u d e n t  I n  

c o u r s e s  t o  t a k e  a t  ( t h e )  com m uni ty  c o l l e g e ,  b e c a u s e  I  am u n s u r e  w h a t  I s  
g o i n g  t o  be a c c e p t a b l e  I n  a  t r a n s f e r  p r o g r a m .  I  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  become 
f a m i l i a l ,  b u t  I t  I s  a l m o s t  I m p o s s i b l e . ”

1 0 .  A n c h o r a g e  -  f a c u l t y  member ,  December  13,  1980:
"The f i r s t  k i n d  o f  p r o b l e m  we fo und  a r e  c o m p l a i n t s  t h a t  c o u n s e l l o r s  

I n  t h e  t o u r - y e a r  s c h o o l  h av e  t o l d  s t u d e n t s  t h e  c o u r s e  w ork  t h e y  t o o k  a t  
t h e  co m m uni ty  c o l l e g e  w ou ld  n o t  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  w h e r e  
a  c o m p a r a b l e  c o u r s e  t a k e n  a t  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  s c h o o l  w o u l d .  . . .  The 
f o u r - y e a r  s c h o o l ' s  o f f l c l s l  p o l i c y  i s  t h a t  an y  c o u r s e  w o rk  t a k e n  a t  any  
communi ty  c o l l e g e  i s  I m m e d i a t e l y  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  
p r o g r a m ,  b u t  w i t h e r  t h a t  c o u r s e  would  s a t i s f y  some p a r t i c u l a r  d e g r e e  o r  
p r o g r a m  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  f a c u l t y  I n  t h a t  
p r o g r a m  t o w a r d s  t h a t  d e g r e e .  . .  .  The p r i m a r y  p r o b l e m  . . .  I s  t h a t  
s o m e t i m e s  p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  s c h o o l  make d e c i s i o n s  and d o  n o t  
l e t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  know,  and  t h i s  c r e a t e s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  
s t u d e n t s . ”

1 1 .  A n c h o r a g e  -  f a c u l t y  member ,  December  13 ,  1980:
" T h e r e  I s  no f i r m  book t h a t  s a y s  t h a t  I f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  m a j o r  i n  

t h i s  In  a  f o u r - y e a r  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  c o u r s e s  y o u  o u g h t  t o  t a k e  
now.  . . .  T h a t  I s  a  u n l v e r t t y  p r o b l e m ,  b u t  I t  I s  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  I m p a c t s  
upo n  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  . .  . T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  f e e l i n g ,  I 
t h i n k ,  t h a t  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  p r o g r a m  I s  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  f rom  
t a k i n g  any c o u r s e s  a t  t h e  com m uni ty  c o l l e g e . ”

" B e c a u s e  t h e  com m uni ty  c o l l e g e s  a r e  r e c o g n i s e d  and h a v e  b e e n  
c e r t i f i e d  by t h e  N o r t h w e s t  A c c r e d i t i n g  A g e n cy ,  • nd b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  
o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h a s  a p r i n c i p a l  t h a t  an y  c o u r s e  
t a k e n  I n  t h e  t w o - y e a r  s c h o o l  w i l l  be a c c e p t e d  f o r  c r e d i t  In  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  
s c h o o l .  The q u e s t i o n  I s ,  wh at  w i l l  I t  be a l l o w e d  t o  c o u n t  f o r T  W h e th e r  
t h e r e  I s  a c e r t a i n  amount oc  c i - d l t s  t o w a r d  s a t i s f y i n g  s o o e  l a r g e  
g r a d u a t i o n  t o t a l ,  o r  w h e t h e r  I t  w i l l  s a t i s f y  ( c e r t a i n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ) . ”

ACC and transferring credits.”
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H e n r i e t t a  V e n e s  
B o x  3 8 4
B e t h e l  , A l a s k a  ° ? 5 5 9  
M a r c h  2 ,  1 9 3 1

R e o r e s e n t a t i v e  C l o c k s m  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l o c k s l n ,

I  am w r l t i n n  a b o u t  H o u s e  B i l l  n u m b e r  3 4 .  I  am a s e n i o r  i n  B e t h e l  

R e g i o n a l  H1»*h a n d  f i n d  t h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  be v e r y  I n f o r m a t i o n a l  

t o  a l l  s e n i o r s .  I t  w o u l d  s a v e  t h e  n a s s i e  o f  r a v i n # *  t o  l o o k  t n r o u n n  

d i f f e r e n t  c o l l e g e  p a n p l e t s .  A s t u d e n t  may f i n d  h e  o r  s h e  l i k e s  

t n e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  o n e  c o l l e g e  o v e r  a n o t h e r  a f t e r  l o o k i n n  

t n r o u n n  t n e  b o o k .
Some students from Alaska no out of state because they d o  n o t  k n o w  

wnat is offered in Alaska and tne provisions of t m s  hill would 

correct that situation.

S i n c e r e l y ,

( W u  Q & O . —

Henrietta Venes



I f e d e r a t i o n  o f  t e a c h e r s
r o lp h  mcg ro th .  p res iden t .  2 5 3 3  p r o v i d e  ice. o n c h o r o g e .  o t o s k o  9 9 5 0 4 .  ( 9 0 7 )  2 7 9 - 6 7 2 2  

F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  1 9 * 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D o n a l d  E .  C l o c k s i n  
P o u c h  V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C l o c k s i n :

T h e  A l a s k a  C o n x n u n i t y  C o l l e g e s '  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  T e a c h e r s  
h a s  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  K o u s e  B i l l  3 4 ,  " A n  A c t  
r e q u i r i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a  c o u r s e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  
g u i d e  c o v e r i n g  c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d  i n  c o t r t n u n i c y  c o l l e g e s ,  
c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  a f ­
f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  F a c u l t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  t h e  e l e v e n  
c o t n n u n i t y  c o l l e g e s  m e t  o n  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1 9 8 1  a n d  a f t e r  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e y  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  e n d o r s e d  t h e  p r e f  i r a -  
t l o n  o f  a  c o u r s e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  g u i d e  a n d  a g r e e d  o n  t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a n  e x t e r n a l  u n i v e r s i t y  b o d y  t o  u n d e r t a k e  
t h e  r e v i e w .  We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  P o s t  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  
C o n m i s s l o n  i s  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s i t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p  
C h e  g u i d e .  We f e e l  c h a t  s t u d e n t s  s t a t e w i d e  n e e d  t o  
h a v e  a  c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t r a n s ­
f e r a b i l i t y  t o  U n i v e r s i t y  c e n t e r s  f r o m  a p a r t i c u l a r  
c o m m u n i t y  c o l l e g e .

We w i s h  t o  g o  o n  r e c o r d  a s  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  We s o e  i t  a s  a  m a j o r  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R a l p h  M c G r a t h  
P r e s i d e n t ,  ACCFT

c c :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i c h a e l  F .  B c i r n c  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T h e l m a  B u c h h o l d t  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t e  M .  C a t o  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i n  D u n c a n  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T e r r y  M a r t i n
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