


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (oot TUESDAY. JANUARY 27 , 1981

FROM THE OFFICES OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE JOHN A. BECALA (D-62ND OHIO
HOUSE DISTRICT-RENT, OHIO) AND STATE REPRESENTATIVE JAMES S. ZEHNER

(D-63RD OHIO HOUSE DISTRICT-YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO0)

State Representative John A. Begala (D-62nd Ohio House District-
Rent, Oh 0) and State Representative James S. Zehner (D-63rd Ohio
House District-Yellow Springs, Ohio) today introduced legislation to
reorganize the method by which public university trustees are selected
in Ohio. House Bill No. 122 1is virtually the same as bills intro—
duced by Representative Begala 1in the last two General Assemblies; one
of which had fifty-six House cosponsors, enough to pass it on the floor.

Begala said the bill ™ chances of passage have been "greatly im—
proved"” by the recommendations of a recently published report of the
National Association of Governing Boards of Universities and Colleges.
"Their recommendations for refo ms are the smt 1in nearly every way
as the bill tha““we have had before the legislature. Since it comes
from the National Association of Trustees itself, 1 think many of the
preconceived biases against reform will wither. Their report con—
stitutes an endorsement of what we have been proposing for several
/ears."

The main thrust of the bill 1is to establish a Trustee Nominating
Council appointed by the Governor, President of the Senate and
Speaker of the House of Representatives. This council, a majority
of which would be neither students nor faculty, voulLd be responsible
for screening qualified persons and preparing lists of nominees from
which the Covernor wuuld be required to make his appointments. In
addition, the bill would add one student and one faculty member to
each board and contains strong provisions against conflicts of in—
terest by them or other trustees.

The bill is aimed at "assuring both quality and diversity In
appointing trustees,”"™ Begala said. In a 1978 survey of Ohio trustees
rnrtdiirred hy Begala, he found that "the appointments are, almost
without exception, biased In favor of businessmen and professionals
and often political plums, regardless of whsthsr s Democrat or s
Republican made the appointments." Tha survey showed that while

sixty-nine percent were from business and the professions, only savsn



percent were educators and twenty-three percent from all other walks
of life. "This bias effects the overall operation and direction of
higher education, without question, and is at least a factor in the
continuing decline of the liberal arts and the acceleration of the
movement towards specialization in our coll ges. For free inquiry
and thought to thrive, as it should on our campuses, it is Important
that the decision making bodies be more diverse themselves. That
together with the value of such diversity in a democratic society.

Is one of Che major purposes of the bill,"™ Begala ..id.

In addition the survey found that forty-four of Ohio"s trustees
had contributed over $100 to the campaign of Che appointing Cuvernor,
managed a newspaper that endorsed che appointing Governor, or bad
been an official in the political party of the appointing Covtrnor.
"When at least forty percent of the appointees are being rewarded

with their appointment for political favors or support, there 1is

something wrong. And our survey really only scratched the surface
of political support. In any case, that should not be crlterlou at
all in making appointments to these positions,"” Begala said.

The National Commission of the Association of Covernlng Boards
chat prepared the report, was chaired by Robert W. Scott, formar
Governor of North Carolina, and Included Robert D. Ray, Covernor of
lowa, Willard WIlrtz, former U.S. Secretary of Labor and Vernon Aldan,
Chairman of tha Massachusetts Business Development Council.

Zehner, who was recently appointed Chairman of tha House Higher
Education Subcommittee, said he will be sure that all interested
parties have an opportunity to present their views on the bill.

"This 1is a controversial proposal, one which should be fully re—

viewed in committee," Zehner said. "There are many intelligent
people who can help us refine the proposal and 1 hope they will
cone forth." A thorough review and consideration of mutrengthanlng
amendments,”™ Zehner said, should take "a couple of months." He said

he hopes to have it ready for the full House Education Co«i*(rt»e
early this spring.
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See attachments.



IN THE SENATE BY
SENATE BILL NO.
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing a scholarship
grant program and providing for an
effective date.”
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
¢Section 1. A.S. 14.40 1s amended by add:.ng a new
section to read:
ARTICLE 14. SCHOLARSHIP GRANT PROGRAM.

Section 14.40.961 DECLARATION OF PUIFOSE. The
Legislature has found and hereby declares that the
encouragement of the maximum educational development of
residents of Alaska serves a valid public purpose.

This State can only achieve its full economic and

social potential 1f every individual has ?n opportunity
to contribute to the full extent of his capabilities

and only when financial barriers to his f.ccnomic,

social and educational goals are removed. It is the
purpose of Sections 14.40.961 through 14.50.966 to
establish a scholarship grant program to reduce the
financial burden on students attending public or private
institutions of higher Ilearning of their choice within

this state.



eSection 2. A.S. 14.40 1s amended by adding a new

section to read:
Section 14.40.962 SCHOLARSHIP GRANT.

An applicant meeting the eligibility requirements
set forth in 14.40.963 shall be entitled to a scholar—
ship grant in any one school year 1inanamount equal to
the lesser of the following:

1. The applicant®s actual tuition costs, or

2. $1,900.00.

“Section 3. A.S. 14.40 1i1s amended by adding a new
section to read:
Section 14.4C.963. ELIGIBILITY FOR SCHOLARSHIP GRANT.

The executive Secretary of the committee shall
award a scholarship g~ant to any applicant who meets
the following qualifications:

1. Is a resident of Alaska.

2. Is enrolled as a full-time or part-time
student Jn an associate, baccalaureate, or graduate
degree program at a post-secondary educational instit—
ution based in this State, public or private, accredit—
ed by the regional accreditation agency for Alaska, and

3. Is not enrolled in a course of study leading
to a degree in theology, divinity, or religious education
eSection 4. A.S. 14.40 1is amended by adding a new

section to read:

Section 14.40.964. DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED.

The scholarship grant program shall be carried out



without regard to race, creed, sex, color, ancestry,
national origin or a membership in fraternal or politi-
cal organizations of the student applying for the
grant.
¢Section 5. A.S. 14.40 1is amended by adding a new
section to read:
Section 14.40.965. CONDITIONS OF GRANT.
(..) All applications for a scholarship grant must be
submitted to the executive secretly of the committee.
The application deadline for it school year shall be
determined by the executive secretary. The executive
secretary may award a scholarship grant only after
receiving satisfactory proof of enrollment in a full-—
time or part-time course of study iIn an associate,
baccalaureate, or graduate degree program at a post—
secondary educational institution based in the State.
(b) The executive secretary of the committee shall
administer all scholarship grants, subject to reveiw by
the committee and 1n accordance with the regulations
prescribed by the committee. All grants shall be
iIssued directly to the student and paid solely to the
order of the eligible student.
(c) Proceeds from the scholarship grant may only be
usad for book3 and school supplies, tuition and re—

quired fees, and .oom and board.



(d) To maintain the scholarship grant, the student

must continue to be enrolled as a full or part-time

student in good standing.

(e) Scholarship grants may not be awarded to a student

for more than six (6) years.

¢Section 6. A.S. 14.40 is amended by adding a new
section to read:

Section 14.40.966. CHALLENGE TO CONSTITUTIONALITY Or
GRANT PROGRAM.

IT tho constitutionality of the scholarship grant
program is challenged, the program shall continue to be
administered until such time as the Supreme Court of
Alaska has rendered a final judgment declaring the
scholarship grant program unconstitutional.

¢Section 7. This act takes effect July 1, 1981.
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Official Buamww Healtfi, Gducation & Social Services Juneau, Alaska 19811

December 1, 1981

TO: All Menbers, Hotuse H.E.S.S. Committee

FRCM: Jens Zehbe, Committee Aide

REGARDING: Surinary 0of SSHB 202, an Actchanging theterm ofoffice for
the members of the Board of Regents oftheUniversity of
Alaska

This bill by Representative Bichhoidt, would change the term of office for
all members of the Board of Regents from the present eight year term to a
four year term. All appointments made before the effective date of this
act would continue until their present eight year terms expired.
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