


FURTHER: JUDICIARY
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Date:
Mr. Speaker:
HEALTH, EDUCATION &
The Committee onSOCIAL SERVICES has had HB 113

"An Act authorizing marriages of limited duration."”

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee)
reports it back with the following recommendations:

[ 1 do pass [ 1 do not pass

[ 1 do pass with attached amendments(s)

1 same titl
( 1 replace with CS for [ ] new title

and recommends

I 1 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent"” [ 1 New Fiscal Note
] reports 1t back without recommendation T J
[ 1 referred to the Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Jtro 14 A ' JL - Al/e. /JcVe_
S1/Sft-s “" A
ChA'irhan

H 60 (Rev. 12/78)
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(Alaska jitate legislature

House of Representatives

Committee on Pooch V
Official Busine HealtH, Gduca'ion & Social Services June%ttiteAl(;gEgOJNSll
March 23, 1982
AGENDA
C/ HB 113 Marriages of limited duration
N HB 497 Relating to bearing and adoption of children
t SHB 498 Relating to bearing children and the parent child
relationship.
CSSB 89(Rl)atn Amending the child protection laws.
Witnesses:
HB 113 Joan Brooks, Vital Statistic *
HB 497/498 Joan Brooks
CSSB 89 John Pugh, Div. of Family 4 Youth Services

Victor Kruam, Dept, of Law
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

House Bill 113: An Act authorizing marriages of limited
duration.

Section 1 Findings and Purpose.
The traditional marriage has not met the needs or aspirations of
many Alaskans and as a result many are living together out of

wedlock. However, marriage imbues a man-woman relationship
with special significance in the minds and hearts of most
Alaskans. This bill -Hows persons who wish to deepen their

commitment, but who ate unable or unwilling to make a life—
time commitment, to enter into a legally recognized relation—
ship. In the event of nonrenewal of the marriage, the ugly
consequences of divorce may be minimized. The Act does not
intend to affect the validity of marriages of unlimited duration
nor undermine their moral, social,or religious foundations.

Section 2 Marriage of Limited Duration.
A marriage entered into under th."s bill expires when agreed upon
unless renewed. (25.05.372)

Agreement and Filing.
Parties to either a prospective or existing marriage may seek

to provide for the expiration of their marriage. The agreement
shall provide when the marriage expires and shall agree upon
a method for property division. A license fee of $100 shall be

collected. (25.n5.373)

Renewal of Marr.age.
The marriage of limited duration may be renewed by filing
notice with th< 1local registrar of vital statistics. (25.05.374).

Removal of Limitation
Parties to the marriage may remove the time limitation on the
marriage by filing notice.

Section 3
The marriage expiration contract shall be filed with the cer—
tificate of marriage.

Section 4
The official 1issuing the marriage license shall attach to it
any agreement A~ubjectinp, the marriage to expiration.

Section ;
"The marriage expiration agreement shall be filed with the local

registrar together with the certificate of marriage.
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Sectional Analysis (cont"d)
HB 113

Section 6

Application for License.

Parties to a prospective marriage shall file the marriage ex—
piration agreement with the marriage licensing officer together
with the premarital certificate. (25.05.091).

Section 7

Custody of the Child.

Dispute over custody of children born of marriages of limited
duration shall be resolved by the same procedures as those
children bom of marriages of unlimited duration (25.20.060).

Section 8
Marriages of limited duration are accorded the same status

as other domestic relationships 1in relation to court orders
pertaining to the "duty of support”.
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“Among_the )
growimg Bumber of fiiH'-pcnoo

households, SaJuter said, .are - "

the increased number of warn-

cn® in the work force, the de- r.

layed marriage age, a rise in
Americans * affluence, -and

reduced tendency for single, * *-.

older persons to move in with.
their families. "

The sharp increase in the
number of unmarried couples
living together — from 523,000
in 19/0 to 1J6 million in 1980 -

is mainly because of a change .

in behavior among the young,

Il long rally .~

The Associated Press

raVINE. Calif A A pickup Vv

truck is powered hr a wooo-

buming stove, a small compact .

runs on sunflower_oil and other
vehicles bum “Snickerhol,” an

alcohol foel distilled from <

waste candy ban.

They were among the 38
cars and trucks that left the
Orange County International
Raceway Saturday in a cross—
country competition where
speed doesn T matter but fuel
efficiency does.

Entrants in the Alternative
Fuels Rallyrhope to cover 3,300
miles and wtf £ @ Rocnaa
ter,N Y., inseven nays.

Each car carries a meter to
monitor how well It conserves
what it3 using for fuel. Along
the way pit stops will be made
at wood piles or “Snickerhol"
tanks, which will be filled with
a fuel made from stale and
btéﬁrwise unwanted candy

Other cars will fill up on
ethanol made from avacado
pita, sweet potatoes and com.

And some wonT have to
refuel at all. They Ml be re—
charging on solar power and
«aemalp- -

Rare organiser Joe
has said he hopes the
from the rally will brea
through public® apathy, and
what he sees as oil company
reluctance to become involved
In non-fossil fuel sources, by
showing that alternative fuels
are available and practical.
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Beirne makes a splash Outsic

Dave Carpenter

Juneau — Rep. Mike Betmr']
plan (or trial marrlip*” Isn't catch-
ing on too well in the Legislature, but
media from outside Alaska are hav-
ing all kinds of fun with it.

In a session punctuated by dollar
signs, the Anchorage Republican has
grabbed his headlines on an issue of
love, not money. And now he b be-
coming almost a regular on the tele-
vision talk-show circuit.

Beime, who hpprared on the
Dinah Shore Show earlier this year,
recently returned from a taping ses-
sion in Chicago with Ptul Donahue
There he went head-tohead with a
Baptist minister m his proposal for
limlted-term manages.

Tbe segment is tentatively sched-
uled to be aired on Donahue’s Ifimtn-
ute program an (he Today show
Wednesday. The program. shown lo-
cally onChannel 1 becinaat 7ajn.

Mail and {J.one cam have flood*!
Beime's office — from The Times of
London, from a woman in New Jer-
sey oho claims she's been ouCling
the idea lor yean, from religious
group* who damn him as a sinner
whoWwiD never get to heaven.

And other legislators re*ort
they've had downs of inters on the
subject, many of them from Fair-
banks residents who lor some reason
are panmilirv opposed to It.

Beime’'s idea is to make marriage
a "continuous courtship" by having

i partners sign a ciaitraci for a
.mage of liruird i®irs'un. At it*
hid of the period —a minimum of
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YOUR WFULLY
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one year —Use couple could reenlin
for another hitch or go thru separate
ways.

The AAchoraae legislator, who w
separated from nb wife, drvtk prd
the idea after a convcraatien with
fnendi a couple ofycara sag q *m
rtonm? why marhege dnuld Mag
tuurtifup toan end _

He says the proponl Isa first to
lefi'titivr h*’cey anvwtvere Bui
theretoe Brands* lorM.ha»ys, to
the Dead Sea Scrolls, which purport-
why tell of the ea_rIY hristian
church lanctnrwng trial marrtagre
tor travettog m rtm .

Dead Sea Scrafto or no. the htfl
«till tots to the Houaa Jutortarv Com-
mitter  where h was referred to
early February. Aid it'saw hfcety to
.uiace read pubhc heannp t
planato hold a the uwcrtm |,

~A tot of pnupie thtoh I'M

dm for fur and games, but people to
ray district had talked to me wry
senousH about the rising divorce
rare in the nation." Besme said.

When cmtctard lor encouraging

merrtogw. as he was by

otate opponent. Betrwe

tat a divorce rale a
pruachtog 30 PEICENT means tradft-
uFrHaeIJn Nedr vowsim | exactly
€ICNEd in CEIMEIA either

Besedrv be h-a, msrtl am oafy
strengthen thr toa.Tmioa of mar
ihglrif providing eel*. Mctniivcy
Il will toad to an torrea** » ro-
mance. andwho'saot lor th*.*

"If YOU km* the mantane *s
potog to terminate a month from
now. you’re going to sun bringing
home flowers and sun to were

harder .to ke.it
areaaiabMlai

0N to the more Ildl
method of lying the knot

If the {ef%slatare gver peeves
Beime's tad into tow. them could be
sitog ide effect Lower 41
itombac lor e hrmtodrenr.
| might r> here « greet
numbers to proudly tot iketr or*
contra- mekag Alaska, aa Beirut
puts M. the “mamage captai *fthe
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The Anchaeage Repubhca« has
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FFtrial marriages make proven industry, what the heck?

}< bteeO t 'rrllaiflmrgn i e
M % l*ﬁﬁ)" toohara?] g
After all. tfungn are IUht

three days, and U could be lusi
the shot in tie arm our tired
Alaska t*rany needa. A rot*
lags, ifnota chapel, industry

From the first conjnlti.wi.t

0 (ha final oaranons\f It could
open vilibolo new VIS[AS al am
a1

Start with the IMrttaUOM 1t
wet’4 be afcaota’rty Imperative
for U. MOfr to know [tartly
bow lens the cautious conjee
plana te day together in order

t0 fhoa?(?I appro rlqte aa a%

%”IIF] ALnE Olr('i:%};a]y e Ef')n g

maybe V{|t"I he

ﬁ?f Pa—ana%

VO% msnt. V%UCW enlfaer [se
fr(])gl]JY(?mIS l(()Jﬁegdwa> In&Q Efsntto

presentlng diver [€d SEL (]

d Dixie Cfopcouple.

U N there IS thr
itself. flere. too. color
could can* INt0 ptay,

PMheps with tastsfully-derorut-

rsﬁjgzhalr?ngale

ed disposal Ic frock* for brides
of laas than one year Maybe e
rental agency lacalled for.

And Item there's the pastry
industry You just cant have a

'ul’le bride and groom CN bif of
d weddtng cake for a trial
marrla?e.
aped foe tradition, P1J2A&H.
But a little calendar, held open

| mean, a little re-

to the appropriate r*ncellalion
date by little sugar love btrds,
.could be nice. Or maybe a
liltl* hour glass, sprinkling
while sugar .11 over tho top of
the cake, would work.

But ail this la small fish to
fry when you took at the real
potential of this trial marriage
bill — tourism. We could make
Reno look  'ke a retirement
community DY com parison.

Imagine Star-crossed (but
cautious) lovers. Jetting
from the Lower 41 to do th*.r
thing in The Church of Whsfa
Happenin' Now wedding chap-

el, Wlt n am-mdtaent hero
and a I na the.- , we rvuld
gven e it SO they have to
come L* to SIQa a en when

it’s ab ovut, tlros etv ur|||f that
return trade we’re always
bra*in-;about

No, I can sc? | was much too
har>h_on this piece of legisla-

tion. This trial marriage bill is
areal sleeper, soto speak

1 mean, really, what
lywed could resist U? “Alaska,
Wed1ling Capital *4 the World:
Where Tha Nights Are &ix
Months Long!”
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Beirne: marriage
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‘Marriage tax’ encourages divorce, discourages wedlock

By CAROL KRUCOFF
TrYeWashrngton Post | hing { (Sjgws.sed %Z(? OWhﬁ Oath}?rﬂr (gsrka \(]JJSt %]Z tl%?]lenora%m Orwﬁézdtha Qta aMtP]tarr|e é’r\q?lvnl]g t“& tRF ;Ountlal ﬁre
%SH PIGTQN — |t's been called everyt rng rom gutsbn sepa& t%\!l Y\fl}gut erate%phe dule srn p g a oermrnae e 'marriage tax each year since
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IN SESSION:

POUCH V
JUNCAU, ALASKA BBRI1I
TELEPHONE! 1007) 4S8-3777

REP M. F. "MIKE" BEIRNE

PO BOX 41B3B
ANCHORAGE ALASKA BOBOS
TELFPHONE <8071 277-6210

VEMBER OF) COMMITTEES)
FIETH STATC LCOISLATURC HEALTH EDUCATIO
NINTH STATE LCOISLATURC AND SOCIAL SERVICES CHAIRMAN
TENTH STATC LCOISLATURC ANO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
CLEVCNTH STATC LCOISLATURC

TWELFTH STATC LCOISLATURC Novenfcer 17, 1981

PRESS RELP\SE

The? Houao Health, Education and Social Services Carmittoe, chaired by
Representative Mike Deime, will moot cn Thursday, Novenber 19th from

9am to 3jm and on Friday from I-5pn and 7-9pin in the upstairs conference
of the Anchorage I/xjislat i\e Informoticn Office, located at 1074 West 6th.

On Thurudiy, the carmittoe will discuss 3 bills sponsored by Representative
Deime. The first two, Hoise Bills 497 and 498, would legalize the concept
knesn as surrogate parenting. Essentially they would allow a couple in
which the wife is infertile, to contract with a "surrogate nutter"” for
punooon of bearing that cca®jlo a child. Thu contract would stipulate

that tte "surrogate"™ would receive ocrpensaticxi far her tira.l, services

and related expenses.

A recent ulL-gcmt of 60 Hi lutes" tkvxlt with tlw suo)ect of surrogate parent—
ing. They interviewed William Ond? 1, a bos Angeles attorney who lus feint"d
the Surrogate Parenting Foundation. Mr. Handel hai agreed to aom to Alaska
and speak at the tearing. In addition, M. and Mi i. p.iul kirrit, a Fairbanks
couple, will also testify before the cosmittoo. Miny tf you cuy nmnfxT

a recent net spnivx art! ic concerning the te»rris™ lack cf success in

adopting a child *nd thoir m=x>9Ajuant ocarch far a surrog-"te cutter.

Tte final bill on Thursday®s ugmda is IK) 113, Otich would aulLtenrize
marriages of limited duration.

cn Friday, tl> oisssittuo will take bustlrtsry an Housa Bill 210 relating

to )oint custody of tho children in a divuioo. TH- intent ot the legislation
is to grant both (urents equal opportunity to guid» and nurture Uu children
of the mirriogv.

Mu would however
Plooar call

The pbllc is invited to ixuticiptta in tteao tearing*.
aftswute a call so can add ycur iwms- to the sitodulo.
Rrt«Tramtat lw* D-l1ino"s offion at 278-4912 or 277-6912.



LAW OFFICE*
HOOD ft LINDSEY
aia | BACON BUILOINO
<01 (OUTH BOULOIIt
TULSA. OKLAHOMA 74103

WM W HOOD. J* TCLIPHONC
JIM C LINDSEY March 25, 1980 (¢ID MM tai

The Honorable M. P. Ueime
House of Representatives
Box 4-1539

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Representative Beime:

I would appreciate receiving a copy of your proposed legislation,
I1.B. 67P, dealing with trial marriage. | am interested in your reasons
for submitting this bill, what ramifications you view would arise from its

enactment, what you determine to be the chance of passage, and any otler
information available on your bill.

Thanks for your consideration.

.TBtVrla



received jul 25

Inr
*3A1L3
7=-17-80
Dear Mr. Belrne,
I hope this letter gets to you, I had no Idea as to the

address of where to reach you.

I read In a local Portland newspaper that you helped get a
bill passed which allowed people of you state to marry with
a two year contract, which Is renewable.

1 would like to find out more avout this bill. Can people
from other states come to Alaska and marry unde®™ this contract?

If you cannot pass along some Information to me, will you
please refer me to some one who can? Your time and Information
are greatly appreshlated.

Slncorly

Phyllis WiInlke
3405 NW Ogden
Portland, Oregon 97231



FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tallahaaaav
Elainr (Jordon o (‘'otnmiUiTu:
Efplzc" ttive 98th District House AdEnlmstratlon Chairperson
vplyto opfilations
T ) RO e
Ml',arm' FOH i Co”ﬁﬁt'ﬂnﬁ hr% let* (t)n ASParole
Health A Rehabilitative Service.
Me1 m15@%mmm
0 124ThaCapnm Regulatory Reform
Namss-pprida 12VM lotnt Legislative Management.
Chairperson

Joint Legislative Auditing

May 10, 1980

Dr. Michael Biernc
P. 0. Box 1-1539
Anchorage. Alaska 99509

Dear Dr. Biernc:

Caught the Phil Donahue segment of the "TodAy" Show the o*hOr
morning on which you were featured. I was most interested m
the concept of Marriage of Limited Duration. I woulf greatly
appreciate it if you would send me everything you have in
print on this subject - articles, news clips etc..

Hoping to hoar from you soon.

Yours Very Truly,

i #v A
Elaine Gordon
State Representative
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International

Orthodox Jews Protest
| se of Cars on Sahhath

JURUSALtM --A longstanding dispute
between religious and, fonrclignius Jews
over Sabbath” automobile traflig rc.i hed a
climax when about 15.000_ ultra-Orthodox
Jews converged upon the ridges overlook
mg a hi hwar to protest the "desecration”
of'the Sabbath by motorists _

The demonstrators were also protesting a
police raid on a vfshiva (rabbinical semi
narvt in Jer alent's ultra-Orthodox
enclave. Mea She'arim

_The protest took place at a lour lane
highway that leads u a new secular
neighborhood called K ntiot, Ilie road skirts
a Stng of religious suburbs in north
Jerusalém, and has been the scene ol violent
elastics lor almost two years.

In what has become almost aritual, every
Saturday hundieds ol ultra Orthodox
Jews- [inrtilim—led by the antj Zionist
Nettirej Karla sect Iroin Mea She'arim,
walk down_lo Kamol Ko.nl and shower
Pawmg vehicles with rocks to protest what
hey consider the sacrilege ol using
machines on the Sabbath ~ ~ _

flic small Jewish sett, winch believes
that Jews do not have the ight lo establish a
slate until the appearance ?I the Messiah,
has regularly provoked cunimntalurns with
Israeli"police as a gesture of de'iance ol the
government It ictuses to recognize

lax Appeal Kejected for
Churc pHoldiné No Services

WAMUNUION. = I»C |he I'S
Supreme ( ‘ourt lias rvicvtrd the appeal ol an
[llinots man on Isrhall ol an rwganizallon Jie
founded called (hr Western Catholic
t hutch that lent its lax exemption revoked
by the Internal Revenue, Serstve ilRSI|

When S _Dean ShHigh orgam/rd llic
church in IV7l wnh Ins Wile and daught. .
he was given a fax exemption tor U Its
purpose was dcsuibed in the im orisaation
parsers as "to rmhravr persons ol all lat]lis,
colors, and nerds, to ?un lor a euriuiwin
cause, the hriu-nnrnl o nun. by helping
(il in spteadmg lhe c.osprl ™* _

Inac' Jiimn. the application for exethlon
said |he organlratnm _Etnposcd to bujld
thunhrv colleges, nuismg homes, and a

ho?&pltal, o S
~ Alter mvestlgat_mg Ilir church's activities
in IV7H. Ihe IRS ii-voicd its lax escuiption

The U.S. |ax Court in Washington and the
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals in Chi
eago agreed that the exemption should have
been revoked because the church had no
place o| worship and conducted ro public
religious services, and its primary activity
was investment of funds _

The U.S Supreme Court unanimously
voted without comment to let stand Ine
lower court rulings that upheld the IRS

Unlicensed Weddings Offered
lo Help Cut Taxes

CULVHR CITY. Callfg,rnla—John and
Mary had,Ine kind ol wedding most parents
want their children to havé TheK were
mamed by a minister m church with
traditional “exchange of vows, prayers,
(lowers. andorgan music Hut. m Ihe sfiles
*yes, they arc still just * living together.

This 18 exactIP/ what Jolmi and Maty
wanted They, along with nearly a dozen
couples recenﬂy married m Culver City the
same way. don't tare that the slate doesn't
recognizé the tnamage as long as then
church, family, and friends do

In fact, u state recognized mamagc was
what they wanted to avoid, annP with the
extra tax’ levied hy the Internal’ Revenue
Service on mamcd couples lilmg Jomt
Income tax returns o

_(irate Lutheran church ami Akiba Icm
F_Ie ol Culver City rccenllv began offering
Icenvclevw mamagc ceremonies to couples
unhappv with the way the tax system treats
two Income families” Akiba temPIe_s laliht
Allen Mailer said he began excluding Ihe
stale from veddmg ceremonies alter a
couple he married complained that |h?,u
taxes had useit M (KM per yeat alter lie
mamcd them _
_Mallei called marriage a SR
cimaional commitment Talliei than a legal.
Imansial agteement Ilv_encoutagmg
Iticnselets marrlaﬁes, lie and (ifavc
| ullieian’s Fast_or K. hert Johnson said lliev
tiojied to help eliminate the law %unfairmess
to two income matlied couples _

J ot two paycheck lannlies m wim|i the
wile earns’ at least 25 pcaent o ftin-
tiouveliold inciHIK. the law now makes
liumed couples p]Y mote lax than two
single people living Togefher Ibus. il jomt
Income totals VM:nog a ){)e_?t.,the martini
simple will' liave a tax bill ill M1.tlllf)
compyted with oitly VLIIU it the two did
not itijrrx - Die wivallnl "manuge p*i
alls . mcieasrs as income uses °

Hie dispantv angels Mallei  "lheir are
s0 nunv lotves today that are cou,nlcrfl]),ro
dmlive lo_momairé that | don't think
g_ovelnlnem should lie doing anything lo
iscourage it." lie says =~

Joiinson adds that marriage lias enough

pressures
sense, without t
it anymore " , ,

The licensclcss wedding service Johnson
has developed dilfers only slightly from the
one he uses for other ‘couples” For he
mamagc not registered with the state, the
ministér says, " John and Mary, bv_their
Pr_omlses before God and in Ihe prt vciVe nf
his cong[egatlon, have made themselves
hushar ~ind wife."

Yy statement is that the roan and
W mmany themselves in the presence ?f
ttand witnesses. “ We have s.mply
ic.novcd any reference to civil authority,
he explains. , __

flu* couple then receives a certificate that
declares them to tie “ united in mamagc
according tothe ordinance ofGod" and that
II_ooks véry much like a state mnmngc
icense

Johnson says that many people are
unaware ol the’lieenscless marriages, while
others (ear possible legal problems, and so
not many couples have wanted to marry
without <lalc a,pproval _

Hut the minister says there's little cause
lor concern “ No one Should enter mamagc
thinking he may gel divorced, but it divorCe
ot death occurs, a legal agreement is us
effective as a marriage licénse in setting
things straight." he says

rrolil-niiikitik Mormon, Center
May Lose lux exemption

[ All, Hawaii A Polynesian cultural
center operated by the Church of Jocus
Christ ol I alter day Sainls IMormonsi ma
lose its tax exempt.'r because ot ifs
profltablllt¥

lhe Internal Revenue Scmcc 4IKS|
tecvnlly decided that, since the cente. has
glossed mote than 5125 million vinsi 1l
opened in n is n*o piolitablc lo (-
tax-exempt The decision, now_hein
appealed, could cost ihe center V>million
b.uk taxes ,

I here wav no pinblcm when we had a
loss." said Center Managier William Cru
setts  Then when wc Started generating
excess lunds, they started looking at us

the venter was established on The island
ol 11ahu to pros ide emPIo ment lor students
at the Hawail cutnnut 0 Hnghanl_loung%
University It soon became a populai touris
uttiaciion” ami began generalmg uiiunti.i
(viled prolits _

"W ¢ did not establish I1k- centet to make
a proltt," said Hadcn IVre. director ot
sulyral education at the university * We
established the venter to luithct the. cdusu
turn ol the students ami the commumw We
are assicting in Ilk- ptrsersanon ol [Wlynr
sian cultutrs "

' esHeciaIIy in_an economic
e government's pressuring

2



(Alaska jirate ~degtslalure

House of Representatives

February 16, 198i Pouch V

State Caﬁitol
Official Business Juneau, Alaska 99811

ol Bl I ey

Dear Mr. Kytonen'

Thank oyr recent nlcatlon regardin hill
on mar |ages oY l]JImI'[ 8 du |o ’ J
en | introduced this b|II rigina | |t Wa at the request
constltu nts ané vo ers ?10 9vor Tﬁ In tavo[) a?
pe 0 opt |on bein lqven 0 t é)p They Dbeljev
lving cou es anout to. be marr e choice; ejt er
eln are in t traditional ma nner or settin % a time
|m| on t elr marrlage WO Id srengh marrlag
Today when the d st}tuﬁ on rr|a nding In divorce
aﬁéarommate t e t e some way to strong

n our maryrlage system

Scyecnhso")aqs'c%”t{ it WeifS 8Prtne e

N have to renew their marrlage
e’ mlic Pje a tentb e to the
a

Vers ||cens arc 90 ng %
arr| coup es will e

Buttln a [) ems . that a e c mon to every marriage

ut in tea e [e |

g

quH) 10 a P itive action |
order. t marr| liev WO creat% an Inc nt|ve
to WOI(J( gro%ems the a \ivas aving before wha
eve‘ ea ||n had been a ree upon: dy the couple

could again, renew Wew ows o another |te duration

or ec e they really want to stay married forever.

One thing is for sure, nothing else ha seemed to work and

no qne e?se has aE %etter |d%a ﬁetes try this proposal.
It 1ust might wor

et a Iot of criticism from thi
J o] t

d
0
a e
{
e

IOH

| s type of .

0f cour e | get alo raise too,” But ?anatlon
1 want y OH (”now tﬁat pdlant mtrq,%uc rP

Bpur 0f t%moment or becau oB or e c ut rather
ecause 1 believe that spmet |ng s to be done about a situation
that 1s not getting any better, gettlng WOrse.

I've  never been afraid introquc islat i tha IS _contro-
Veisi, t? For example, Epm proug 9| you ﬁ Introduced



the first "no-smoking"” bill back in 1967. In 1968 1 introduced
the first "drunk-driver” bill as well as a bill which would
permit teenager:, to seek medical treatment for venereal disease
without the consent of their parents. For each of these |1

was strongly ridiculed throughout the newspapers and received
many derogatory letters and telegrams, but I also received
qguite a bit of support. All of them were eventually passed

and became law and 1 have to say that the results speak for
themselves.

In additon, there 1is a lot of other legislation that 1"ve
been involved with that has been controversial over the years,

and you can be sure that there will be a lot more. I am proud
of my accomplishments and not afraid to introduce a bill that
will Dbe controversial. You"ll be hearing from me a good deal
more in the next 2 years and | would appreciate your support.

Please keep letting me kn w your views on subjects.

Sincerely,

Regresentative Mike Beirne
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May 19,1980

Representative Michael S. Bierne
P.0. Box 4-1539
Anchorage, Alaska 99059

Dear Representative Bierne,

We would like to thank you for participating on DONAHUE ON
TODAY. Your presentation was both informative and interesting.

Our audience response to the segment was very complimentary.

Once again, our deepest thanks and we wish you the best of luck
in the future.

Sincerely,

Wendy Roth

Denise Lanton
Production Assistant.

HI/



Alaska J&taie ~legislature

House of Representatives
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. . State Caﬁltol
Official Buainesa January 20. 1981 Juneau, Alaika 99811
10: Legal Services
FROM: Representative Mike Beirne

REGARDING: Bill Drafting Request



POSTTION PAPER ON HOUSE BILL-678" //\]

/n
The purpose of this h use Bill J&J-S-is to expand

and maximize the freedoms of action available to nartners in
a marriage contract, and to more clearly identify their
le9al rights. This will serve significantly to strengthen
the institution of marriage. Remember that marriage is both
a spiritual and legal agreement.

The traditional marriage contract as provided in
the law today and supported by religions, does not specify
the duration of the marriage, but it is generally understood
to be "till death do us part". Nor does the present law
require a premarital written legal agreement dealing with
the various legal rights of the partners in the properties
and belongings of the partners acquired before marriage, and
to be acquired during the mar-iage. This bill addresses
those particular legal conce is in a marriage, hut does not
address the spiritual aspects of the marriage, nor does it
affect the spiritual aspects of the marriage.

Today, when fully one-third of all marriages end
1n divorce; when domestic violence Is at an all time high
and no relief appears in sight; when illegitimate children
cry for recognition; when the legal rights of women are
practically ignored or receive only scant attention; when
marriage counselors report that "being taken for granted" 1s
the single, most loudly raised complaint by partners in a

marriage; when contested and protracted divorce actions may



exhaust limited family financial resources; when abandonment
of the family is selected by an increasing percentage of the
partners as a solution to an intolerable marriage situation;
vhen rape, alcoholism, child abuse, suicide and incest are
all at record levels, then it would seem reasonable that a
law tiat could provide relief to the married partners should
be forthcoming. The law should require a clear understanding
of the legal rights of the partners, and this should be in
the form of a premarital written legal agreement completed
at the time the marriage certificate is secured, and filed
with and attached to the marriage certificte as a pei.t.anant
part of the record.

For some couples, the traditional marriage maybe
the only way to go. For others, a definite time limit on
the marriage maybe most desirable. A lot of people just
can't bear the thought of an unlimited time period as provided
in tha traditional marriage contract. These people may be
unwilling or unable to marry under this condition, or for
many other reasons. A time limit on the marriage encourages
these people to entc into marriage. Presently, these
people choose not to marry because of the legal difficulties
they envlson in terminating the marriage, preferring to live
together in the unmarried state, In sin 1f you will, a trend
that is increasingly more attractive to the younger people.

Marriage 1s the most serious contract one will
ever si”n, and yet it is the easiest to get Into, and can be

the most difficult to get out of. It frightens people



because the legal problems can be so difficult. And yet,
there is no training or schooling or preparation or education
required or given to most couples before they sign this
crntract and get married. 3y having written agreements on
the legal aspects of the marriage, many problems can be
avoided. Having a time 1limit on the marriage, so that the
marriage automatically dissolves at a given moment unless
renewed by the partners, should eliminate a great deal of
the fear that many people today have of being trapped.

House Bill 678 is a sincere and serious effort to
strengthen the institution of marriage by encouraging more
people to marry as an alternative to their present situation.
This proposal does not affect the spiritual aspect of marriage,
only the legal.

House Bill 678 provides an automatic termination
of marriage, unless the partners sit down and renegotiate
the legal agreement, and file 1t with the court again. It
can be the same legal agreement originally signed at the
beginning of the marriage, or an entirely new one. But by
requiring a written legal agreement before being married, we
can eliminate most of the legal problems that weaken the
marriage. Women's legal rights to properties are for the
first time legally addressed and identified.

| would assume that the legislature would place a
minimui. time on the marriage such as one year, although most
couples would probably prefer a longer term such as five

years or 10 years. But no matter what time limit is put on
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the marriage, when that time period is up, the marriage

automatically terminates utiless a new written agreement is

reaped. The indefinite postponement of negoti ted solutions

co marital problems is a evil seed that can grow and destroy

the relationship. A time limit certain placed on the marriage

encourages couples to sit down together and work out the

differences, instead of indefinitely postponing the confrontation.
For religious reasc.is, in most traditional marriages,

the couples periodically renew their marital vows. Under

this House Bill 678, couples would be required to renew
their legal vows, as well as thed4r spiritual vows. | f
people really want to stay married, they will rewrite their
agreement. In other words, a positive action 1s required on
the part of the partners in order to stay married. So

frequently people stay married because it 1s too much of a
hassle to divorce, and this can be a negative action.

When partners are required to take this positive
action to preserve their marriage, | believe they will be
much more attentive to each other's needs, and we may even
bring romance back Into the marriage.

Let's not be afraid of a new ldea. Divorce rates
are steadily increasing In this country and no solution has
been found. House Bill 678 could be a real solution, and Is
offered 1n good faith and 1n good conscience. No one else

has the answer. Let's be strong enough to try a new idea.

Dr. M. F. "Mike" Belrne
Alaska State Representative

February, 1980
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February 11, 1981

Representative Don Clocks in
Alaska State Legislative
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Clockson:

I understand that House Bill 1i.13, entitled
"an \ct authorizing marriages of limited duration”
has boon referred to the Committee on Health,
Education & Social Services. I hope that you, as
Chair of the committee, hold hearings on that
Bill.

I consider Representative Beirne"s Bill
an extremely 1imaginative and innovative attempt to
come to grips with the current state of male-
female relationships. 1 am strongly in favor of
such legislation and would be willing, my schedule
permitting, to fly to Juneau at my own expense to
testify in its favor.

I therefore believe that hearings would
serve a useful purpose and urge you to hold hearings
on that Bill.

Very truly yours,

HB: kw



October 13, 1981

Dr. Mike Beirne
State Representative
PO Box 4-1539
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Dr. Beirne,

In September | phoned your office and
requested information on 1B 113, contract
marriages. The material 1 received was ex—
tremely good, and 1 would like to express my
appreciation.

Tne material was used to present a program
to Gamma Chunter of Beta Sigma Phi, a cultural
sorority. Although the bill failed to pass
at the last session, 1 would still Ilike to
pass along to you the reactions of the group.

There were 14 women present, vranging in
daJ€ from about 19 fa 407 mostly middle class:
mostly married, with about half holding a job

outside of the home. The discussion was heated,
with some members being very much against the
idea of a trial marriage. Surprisingly, few

of the women had even heard of the propjped bill.
A summary of some of the comments was that a
trail marriage would give couples a casual
attitude toward the marriage: that it would
create a worse problem for children (i.e. trying
to ..eep step-parents straight, etc.): and that
it was unnecessary because divorce makes it
reasonably easy to end a marriage anyway. It
wan alsc mentioned that other poople maybe should
have th< right to choose a trial marriage, even
though we do not feel it would be right for us.-
At the end of the discussion, the members
wore asked to Vote" on the propped bill: hero
are the results: 2 yes voto3, 2 maybe votes,
and 10 no votes.



Page 2
Again, thank you for providing us with
the material which proved to be informative,

thought-provoking and enjoyable.

Sincerely,

Doth Hazen
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
RESEARCH AGENCY

Pouch Y, State Capitol
Juneau, Ataika 99811
(907) 463-3991

February 20, 1981
TO: Representative Mile Beirne

FROM: Christine Johnson
Research Staff

SUBJECT: Research Request No. 81-44
Marriages and Divorces

We have prepared the following Information 1n response to your request
ienardlng marriages and divorces 1n Alaska since 1975. As you probably
ktow, the Department of Health and Social Sen/ices 1s responsible for
collecting this kind of Information. The Departpieni 1s just completing
Its 1979 Alaska vital statistics report: no t*ta for 1980 is available
yet.

TABLE 1
Alaska Marriages and Divorces
1975 - 1979

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Marriages Number 4734 4893 5143 5111 4990

Rate* 11.7 11.8 12.5 12.3 12.0
Oivorces Nunfcer 2865 3210 3581 3468 3483
Rate* 7.8 8.7 8.3 8.6

* Number per 1000 people.

Source: Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Alaska
VUal Statistics 1978 and Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services, OTifTce of Information Systems, 2/18/81.

The number of marriages In Alaska rose between 1975 and 1977, but decreased
between 1977 and 1979. The nuntocr of marriages 1n 1979 represents a %
Increase over the number reported for 1975. As Figure 1 shows, Alaska's
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marriage rate 1s higher than the national marriage rate. This may be due
to the fact that Alaska has a young population compared to the rest of the
county.

FIGURE 1

Marriage Rate
Alaska and United States

15-
in- — - *
Nunter Per
1000 People
5-
Alaska
............... u.S.
1 1 | 1 1
1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Source: Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Alaska Vital
Statistics Report 1978, nd Alaska Dcr:rimcnt ot Healtit ar,(
Social Services, Office of Information Systems, 2/18/dl.

Alfska's divorce rate has shown a more steady Increase since 1975 than

Its marriage rate. In 1979, there were 221 more divorces In the state
than there were In 1975. The state's divorce rate Is significantly higher
than the national rate, and has been increasing at a faster pace, as
shown on Figure 2.
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FIGURE 2

Divorce Rate
Alaska and United States

Source: Alaska De -tment of Health and Social Services, Alaska Vital
Statistics ,,eport 1978 and Alaska Department of Health and Social
Services, Office of Information Systems.

Pl *se don't hesitiate to contact us if you need any further information.

Cl/cj



P\ PFER/bepartment o Health & Social Services

POSITION

»

POSITION ’APER
HOUSE BILL NO. 113
"An Act authorizing marriages of limited duration."

House Bill No. 113 amends AS 25.0S by adding a new section ich allows
for filing for a marriage of limited duration which would e/o re at the
end of the agreed upon time unless renewed.

We perceive a fiscal impact on our Bureau of Vital Recorus. That
Bureau is the central depository of all original certificates of vital
events. Certificates of Marriage of limited duration would be processed
in the same manner as marriage of unlimited duration.

The impact on this Bureauwill be in the design of three new forms: ihe
agreement, the renewal andthe termination, and in the distributionto and
training of the 2SO0 or more current licensing officers throughout Alaska.

RECOMVENDED BL

STATE REGISTRAR
bOreau OF VITAL

DATE;

APPROVED BY
COMMISSIONER
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH &
SOCIAL SERVICES

DATE:



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

* %

RE?UEST . : '
Bill/Resolution No. House Bill No. 113
Title "An Act authorizing marriages of limited™duration"

Requested bv Representative Beirne Date 2/11/82"
[1. FISCAL AlL : :
Agency Rlﬂected Department of Health & Social Services

ProL?ram Category Affected Adr.InlsrmMvp snrvirrg/vuai

BRU, Pror};ram, Ot Subprogram(s) Affectr1 o

(Note: IT more than one.budPet component is affected, separate line-item
amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)
Fy 82 FY 83 FY 8 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL V'S 15 1.8 2.0 2.5 3.0
COMMODITIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES

GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL

—~NOO TGO
OO ODOO O
oo ocoo o

3.5 1.5 1.8 2.0 15 3.0

FUNDING  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 3.5 15 1.8 7.0 - 775" —=JIT m
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

['11. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section II1)

A. Ausumptlons

1. Form design (In-house)

2. Initial order of iormti double that of cruming years.
B. Propram Summary

Contractualn: Design, set up and printing of forms:  14.3

IV, DATE PAF&EENA&I(EDI BY, 27->/0C
Original: Legislative Finance  PHONE
cC: Budget and Management

Prime S[)onsor (First Leglslat
33-001 (Rev. 12/B1)



Jklaska Jitaie ~EgTslature

House 0f Representatives

Committee on Pouch V
. : : i . State Capitol
Official Bosine* HezllK , Gduc&tion & Social Services Juneau, Alasﬁa 99811

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

House Bill 113: An Act authorizing marriages of limited
duration.

Section 1 Findings and Purpose.

The traditional marriage has not met the needs or aspirations of
many Alaskans and as a result many are living together out of
wedlock. However, marriage imbues a man-woman relationship

with special significance in the minds and hearts of most
Alaskans. This bill allows persons who wish to deepen their
cocmitnent, but who are unable or unwilling to make a life—
time ommitment, to enter into a legally recognized relation—
ship. In the event of nonrenewal of the marriage, the ugly
consequences of divorce may be minimized. The Act does not
intend to affect the validity of marriages of unlimited duration
nor undermine their moral, social,or religious foundations.

Section 2 Marriage of Limited Duration.
A marriage entered into under this bill expires when agreed upon
unless renewed. (25.05.372)

Agreement and Filing.

Parties to either a prospective or existing marriage may seek
to orovide for the expiration of their marriage. The agreement
shall provide when the marriage expires and shall agree upon

a method for property division. A license fee of $100 shall be
collected. (25.05.373)

Renewal of Marriage.
The marriage of limited duration may be renewed by filing
notice with the local registrar of vital statistics. (25.05.374).

Removal of Limitation
Parties to the marriage may remove the time limitation on the
marriage by filing notice.

Section 3
The marriage expiration contract shall be filed with the cer—
tificate of marriage.

Section U
The official issuing the marriage license shall attach to it
any agreement subjecting th* marriage to expiration.

Syctlop i
The marriage expiration agreement shall be filed with the local
registrar together with the certificate of marriage.



"laska Jj&tate legislature

House of Representatives
Committee on

Officiil BoaincM Heiltfi , education & Social Services Juiuiu, Alask* 99611

Sectional Analysis (cont"d)
HB 113

Section 6

Application for License.

Parties to a prospective marriage shall file the marriage ex—
piration agreement with the marriage licensing officer together
with the premarital certificate. (25.05.091).

Section 7

Custody of the Child.

Dispute over custod) of children born of marriages of limited
duration shall be resolved by the same procedures as thr-se
children born of marriages of unlimited duration (25.20.060).

Section 8
Marriages of limited duration are accorded the same status

as other domestic relationships 1in relation to court orders
pertaining to the "duty of support".



e=P| FASE NOTE**

THE ORGINAL FILE CONTAINS AN OVERSIZED DOCUMENT THAT
IS UNSUITABLE FOR FILMING. PLEASE REFER TO THE ALASKA
STATE ARCHIVES TO VIEW THE ORIGINAL.
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