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APPENDIX B 

VICHE GOALS STATEMENT

The fo llow ing description o f WICHE's goals, o b je c tive s , and functions Is excerpted from I ts  current bylaws. 

Description

The Western In ters ta te  Commission fo r Higher Education (UICHE) Is a pub lic , In te rs ta te  agency which 
operates under the Western Regional Education Compact. This compact has been adopted by the leg is la tu res  
o f the th irteen  western states and has been signed In to  law by th e ir  governors.

Goals

WICHE's goals are. through regional cooperation, to Increase and Improve opportunities In higher 
education fo r men and women In the th irteen  western s ta tes ; to Increase the pool o f spec ia lized  manpower 
In these s ta tes ; and thereby to advance the educational, so c ia l, c u ltu ra l, and economic development o f the 
region.

Objectives

In order to  achieve these goals, WICHE has established the fo llow ing o b jec tives :

a. To Improve the q u a lity  o f  education oeyond the high school

b. To expand educational opportun ities , Including those In continuing education

c . To coordinate and expand In te rs ta te  and In teH n s tltu tto n a l cooperative programs

d. To help In s titu tio n s  o f higher education Improve both th e ir  academic adm inistration and In s t ltu - 
tiona l management

e. To ass is t the educational community to appraise and respond to the changing needs of the West

f .  To raise the p u b lic 's  le ve l o f understanding o f the role o f higher education

Functions
*

In developing i ts  program, WICHE functions In accordance w ith the fo ll jw ln g  statements:

a. I t  serves the sta tes and In s titu tio n s  as an adm inistrative and f is c a l agent for carrying out In te r ­
s ta te  arrangements for educational services.

b. I t  has no au thority  or control over member states or individual educational in s t itu t io n s ; rather 
I t  worts by bu ild ing  consensus based on jo in t  delibera tion  and the recognition o f relevant fac ts  
and arguments.

c. I t  serves as a fa c t-f in d in g  agent/ and a clearinghouse of information about higher education, and 
mikes basic studies o f need, and resources In the West.

%

d. I t  acts as a ca ta ly s t 1rt helping member states work out programs of mutual advantage by gathering 
Information, analyzing problems, and sugges.lng solutions.

e. I t  serves as a neutral convener on in ters ta te  problems and alms to lu l ld  bridges o f understanding
among a l l  the various constituencies that have a stake In education beyond the high school.

f .  I t  cooperates w ith  recognized s ta te , reg ional, and national agencies, organ izations, and In s t itu ­
tions w ith  s im ilar concerns and avoids duplication  of e ffo r t where feas ib le .

Program C r I jgrla

The rame o f the agency Implies certa in  c r ite r ia :

a. Western. The program has s ig n ific a n t In p lic e ' ons for the West, but may have Implications for other 
sta tes as w e ll. O ften , there are national l^ l t c a t lo n s .

b. In te rs ta te . The program has s ig n ific a n t implications for more than one state--usua11y a group of 
states--samet1mes a l l  th ir teen . In ters ta te  and In ter In s titu tion a l cooperation are Implied.

* •  Commission. The program Is sponsored or co-sponsored by the Commission and has I ts  approval.

d. Higher 1 d u c a t  1 on. The program has a s ig n ific a n t component re la ted  to some aspect o f higher education
tSat is .  education beyond the high school, including continuing education and adult education.
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