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The C o m m i t t e e  on FINANCE

D a t e :

has had HB 457
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\ COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE
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Date :   - 3 ~  H  - fa

Mr. S p e a k e r :

The Commit tee  on FINANCE has had HE 4 5 7

*  ^ ' __

“An A ct m a k i n g  a s pecial a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the C i t y  of C o r d o v a  for the 
C h e n e g a  vi.llap.e relocation; anti p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

u nd e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  as f o l l o w s :

[ ] do pa s s  [ ] do no t  pa s s
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,___________________________________________ __ .■ [ ] same t i t l e

[ V ]  r e p l a c e  w i th  CS f o r  i \ 'cj  ~i ‘ I > ) [X* j new t i t l e

and recommends i V- J i \ j  L i ■*._________________________________________

[ ] AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] New F i s c a l  Note
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[ ] r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e _________________________________________ Commit tee
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  C a t o O f f e r e d :  5 / 1 3 / 8 1
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

Funding Inform a t i o n
General Fund $225,000 
Other Funds -0-

$225,000

IN THE HOUSE
BY THE COM M U N I T Y  AND 
REGI O N A L  AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 457 (C&RA)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L ASKA

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for the Chenega

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c tion 1. The sum of $225,000 is a p p r o p r i a t e d  from the general fund 

to the D e p a rtment of Community and R e g i o n a l  A f f airs for payment as a grant 

to the N a t i v e  Village of Chenega for the r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and r e l o c a t i o n  of 

the village.

* Sec. 2. The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made by this Act shall be disbursed in 

accordance wi t h  AS 37.05.315.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

village relocation; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e ffective 

date."

-1- CSHB 4 5 7 (C&RA)



A L A S C O M ,  INC.
PHONE: G85-6442

juneau, a k  9 9 8 0 2  .: •
FEB 1 0 1982

0 2 0 3 9  NL ANCHORAGE AK 5 0  0 2 - 1 0  1040A AST 

PMS REP BETTE CATO CHAIRMAN HOUSE TRANSPORTATION

JUNEAU J . .  3 .0 4 2
REQUEST YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE CHENEGA REBUILDING 

EFFORT AND CHENEGA REQUESTS D L R S 2 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  THIS WE FEEL I S  A 

REASONABLE REQUEST TO HELP REBUILD THE VILLAGE DESTROYED BY AN 

ACT OF GOD.

EDGAR BLATCHFORD, CHAIRMAN 

CHUGACH NATIVES INC

9 03  WEST NORTHERN LIGHTS BLVD, SUITE 201 

ANCHORAGE AK 9 9 5 0 3

021*43 NL ANCHORAGE AK 5 0 0 3 - 0 2  1 1 0 3 A AST 

PMS RE? BETTE CATTO
' I ' & Q

J'JNEAU —

HOUSE PILL 45 7  REQUEST TO ASSIST IN REBUILDING OF CHENEGA 

I S  BEFORE FULL FINANCE COMMITTEE ON MARCH 4 .  PLEASE GU'E F 

SUPPORT TO THE P I L L .

DONALD KQMPKOFF 

9 4 9 9  DRAYTON DR 

ANCHORAGE AK 9 9 5 ^ 7

U  I L L A G E  

I!' !

0 2 0 3 9  NL A N CHOP AG F. a k  5?  0 3 -  LR 1!'*CA 'ST 

PMS P.EP BETTE CATO
S2

J ’JNEAU

HOUSE PILL 4 5 7  REQUEST TO ASSIST IN REBUILDING OF CHENEGA. VILLAG: 

IS BEFORE FULL FINANCE COMMITTEE ON MA'CH /s. PLEASE GIVE FULL 

SUPPORT TO THE BILL 

PHYLLIS PIPKIN 

132 7 WEST 2 7 APT A RU 1*0?

ANCHORAGE AK 9 9 5  0 3



A la s k a  B la t e  ̂ le g is la tu re
REPRESENTATIVE COMM ITTEES
B E T T E  C A T O  ______

D IS T R IC T S  tS Z g m  C H A IR M A N
BOX 775 HOUSE TRANSPORTATION

VALDEZ. ALASKA  99686 -----
_  (907)835-4568 M E M B E R

whilê nTjuneau n a w z  o f  lfop reB E n ta tiu eH  house healtheduca™
POUCH  V  SO O A L  SERV ICES

JU N EA U . ALASKA 99811 
©07)465-4858

This a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w a s  m a d e  last year and the g o v e r n o r  v e t o e d  the l a n g u a g e  and 

put the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  into the Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for their o p e r a t i o n s .

HB 457 a p p r o p r i a t i o n  w i l l  be used for:

75KW d iesel Generator and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs

B u l k  Fuel Storage Tanks and t r a n s p ortation costs

. D e s i g n  and Engineering Platting, comm u n i t y  pla n  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

c o s t s .

* this is vital for the Lo c a l  S e r vice Roads and T r a i l s  m o n e y s  that 

a p p r o p r i a t e s  $117,500 in FY 81 and 82 for a total of $232,000.

* H U D  has committed to 23 h o u s i n g  units and this study, w i l l  p l a n  for 

p l o t t i n g  and location.
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D e s p i t e  t i m e ,  p r o b l e m s ,

C h e n e g a  r e s i d e n t s  still p l a n  r e t u r n

Alaska’s Oldest Statewide N e w s p a p e r

I S S N  004*-4*01 . 20, 1912 '

By BILL HESS
T u n o n  T l m «  i X x t i

Almost 18 v a n  after tht 
p a l  earthquake and tidal 
wave o f 1964 destroyed their 
village and drove them from 
their homes, the people o f Che- 
otpa still plan their return. 
Soon, they say, whether •* tip is 
forthcoming or o o l  •

“ I just think o f  it as home." 
uvs Larry Evitroff. chairman 
o f  the Chenega Village Coun- 

. oil. and president o f the village 
corporation. " I  want to see all 

'the people together again. [ 
remember the village as a fun 
pbct. a place where everybody 
always kind o f helped each 
other out. Nobody kept any. 
thing locked. I f  someone 
went hunting, they left their 
house open. Then ifiomeone 
was in' a bad way. they were 
welcome to come in."

“ It gave you a feeling oLbe- 
longing. It was a far cry diffei 
ent from Anchorage. EvanofTs 
current home, where every­
body is a stranger, where mon­
etary values u t  put ahead o f 
everything else. Where there is 
ba,-bed wire. I r  ail gives you a

feeling o f being -iktne.”  Evan- 
o ff was 14 when the disaster 
strudel

’ His wife. GaD, did not grow 
up in Chenega, but as president, 
o f the Village Council, she is a 
vigorous supporter o f  the move 
to build a New Chenega. Her 
chiidhood-village o f  Candle was 
also destroyed by fire, giving 
her empathy with the people 
whose interests she represents.

There were about T20 resi­
dents o f Chenega when the 
earth shook and then the water 
swept in and washed every­
thing away, except tor the 
schoothouse which sat on a 
hllL Twenty-ihree o f these.in- 
chiding Larry EvanofTs par 
ents, were killed. The survivoi 
found refuge in Tatitlek, but 
most later moved to Cordova.
- Through it ail the villagers 

kept their sense o f  community. 
Although no one was living 
in Chenega when the Alaska 
Native Claims 'Settlement Act 
passed Ji 1971, the Chenega 
survivors were able to form a 
village corporation in the Chu- 
gach region under a special 
“ Act o f God" clause.

Sixty-nine shareholders are j 
enrolled .in the corporation. 
They also have formed t  village 
council under provisions o f the 
Indian Reorganization Act.

. -  Since that time, the crun- . 
oil has been busy ptannhg its 
community, and seek!jg  help- 
to do so. Three alternate sites 
covering 69,000 acres were se­
lected. Village members plan to 
build New Chenega at Crab 
Bay; 15 boat miles from the 
old townsile. Crab- Bay pro­
vides a natural harbor and an 
area relatively clear o f the 
dense forest which rises from 
the waters, o f Prince WiilJam 
Sound. It also should be less 
susceptible to annihilation in 
the event o f a repeat o f 1964, 
as is evidenced by the still 
standing remains o f an aban­
doned cannery which survived 
the tidal wave.

The quest to rebuild has 
been met with frustrating de­
lays and red tape. Help was 
sought through the Bureau o f 
Indian Affair's Emergency Re- 

• lief program, but the Chenega 
people learned that aid given 
(Continued on Page Seven

(Continued from Page One)" 
them in rttoca'ting to new i 
.after tht-earthquake w» a ll 
that-they qualified for under 
theprogram.

In 1981, the BIA provided 
a 57,381.50 giant- which w*s 
used to hold a community 
meeting in October,' and tt> 
keep open a councilofflce in 
Anchorage The funds hase 
been cut uy 45 percent tfixs 
year.

The state legislature last 
year approved, a S225JOQO 
grant for planning, engineering, 
and ".irveying in the New Che- 
neja townsite, but this was 
tr.ken out o f the budget by 
Governor Jay Hammond. T ic  
community will be lobbying 
for the funds during the cws- 
rent legislative session, with tfac 
services o f Community Region­
al Affairs. .
. The U.S. Department o f  
Housing and Urban Devetoip- 
meni originally turned down 
the villagers’ request for hous­
ing, but last fall finally ap ­
proved 23 applications fo r  h 
homes to be built in NewChie- 
nega. Funds for their construc­
tion have not actually been re ­
leased. however, and with tlhe 
budget cutting o f the Reagan 
administration, constracuion 
can’t be guaranteed until tthe 
money is actually received.

Aides to U.S. Senator Ted 
Stevens and U.S. Rep. Don 
Young now that the final HUD 
appropriations for this fiscal 
year were signed into law just 
before Christmas. Now the ap­
propriation is in the Office 
o f Management and Budget 
where it must be assigned to 
the different area offices by 
the end o f January. Rick Ag- 
new of. Young's office .notes 
that the Chenega homes have 
been a top priority rating in 
the Anchorage area, and that 
their outlook is “ pretty good." 
Pam Rubinstein, press secre­
tary to Stevens indicates that 
funding for the 23 homes is 
virtually assured.

In addition to the HUD 
homes, which are priced at 
S1.8 million, the council has 
projected water and sewer con­
struction' costs at S3 million, 
roads and trails at 5117,000, 
a school and community center 
complete'with a medial clinic, 
post ofiice, council and cor­
poration offices, and a com­
munity room at S500.000 
to. be built with a HUD com­
munity .development block 
grant; a dock to berth up to 
30 fishing vessels at 5225,000 
and an Alaska Native Indus­
tries Co-operative Association 
store, complete with slock, 
at S100.000.

The figures have been reached 
with the help o f different 
governmental agencies, such as 
the Alaska Department o f 
Transportation, whose help is 
being sought in obtaining 
them. Studies are underway to . 
determine the costs and best 
methods o f providing power to 
New Chenega.

Additionally, community 
members seek an airstrip, but 
have been told by slate offic­
ials that they want to see a 
community in place before 
tliey attempt to justify the cost 
o f  construction. . /
Whatever happens, the Evan- 1 

ofis say their ni w community' ! 
will be founded cor.re June. 
"We're moving back this sum- . 
met," GaU Evanoff emphasizes. 
" I f  it’s going to br: in tents, 
it’s going to be in tents! 
The government agencies want 
to see our plans before they- 
junify our moving, back. We 
say, let us build our com­
munity, then we a n  see what 
plans will work out best. But. 
we are going hack. My children 
wffl go to school next fall In 
Cbenea!"

The EvanofTs express opti­
mism in the potential for eco­
nomic development for New 
Chenega. “ We know there are 
several good opportunities for 
Chenega." Evanoff stresses. 
"The sound offers great fishing 
acd tourism potential. We can 
provide a stopping plsce for 
recreationists to refuel, a t  
and sleep. Most or our people 
are fishers. There is a potential 
to build a new cannery."

A Prince Wililim Sound 
Aquaculture Corporation 
would like to build a road from 
New Chenega to their hatch­
ery facilities, and would look 
for workers among the Chene' 
ga population. Most o f their 
help is currently imported 
from the Lower 48, or urbtn 
areas such as Anchorage and 
Juneau.

The potentiaL for a ' small 
sawmill, whose product could 
be used for building a'dock ai 

' well as telephone poles and 
other export. needs,, also is 
being explored. Leo Barlow, 
coordinator o f the Alaska In­
dustrial Council, notes that 
the village hai applied for 
513.000 aid for training in 
sawmill skills it (he Alaska 
Voaliona! and Technial Cen­
ter in Seward. “ We are suppor­
tive of. the concept," Barlow 
says, but stresses that the 
council .has yet ' * make any 
decision.

“ We have encouraged them 
to work with their ideas,'’ 
he notes, adding that there is 
"tremendous potential for

their approach, and fo r their 
concept o f starting a sawmill 
operation."

Ms. Evanoff contends the 
culture o f what Is believed to 
have been the oldest village-in 
Prince William Sound will be 
lost If New Chenega j  not 
built. There also are a number 
o f important archaeological 
sites in the area. “ A lot has 
been taken from these sites 
by people who are interested 
only in their monetary 
Ms. Evanoff notes. “We could 
help preserve these sites. What 
they want money for, we want 
respect!"

/approximately 70 people 
w tuld fill the 23 HUD homes, 
others am. .g them also cm- 

- .phasize their desire to return. 
“ Oh, we have wanted to go 
back for so many years," 
explains John VUsolT, a Che­
nega elder. “ We have wanted to 
have our own home there for 
a long lime. 1 guess since I 
was a little boy." VlasofT 
lives in Cordova.
“1 just love village lifej*

adds Dotty Pavek, also o f Cor­
dova. " I  want to gel.out o f  
town. It is so expensive here!

. I have, so many 'bills. Sure, I 
wdl have .bail in Chenega but 
it w on ’t be So btd'wfjtfq we 
can support {-ouriilycj£;(And 
at leant you'wotddn*'-haVe. to - 
contend with the booze, ban, 
and drags that you have here!" ■ 
£ 56ou better believe it, I 

win!*" Pavek answers when 
ask r t f i f  she would be willing 

- to go back this summer even 
if it means tent living for a 
while.

Although Evanoff admits 
that fife in New Chenega would' 
not be exsctiy like it was in 
the past, perhaps unattended 
homes-could not be left un­
locked for long periods of- 
time; he still believes residents ■ 
will have a strong sense o f com- 

.' munity, and will help each 
other. “ I want my children to 
know village life," he stresses.

"We do"'; want anyone to - 
feel sony for us,”  adds his 
wife.- ?We feel we deserve to 
be able to go back. We're not 
askrag something for nothing. 
Wi. are tax - payers too, by 
golly! We pay our way!"

IB M
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PHOTO #2. Showing one of  several  potent ia l  small boat harbors and abandoned cannery.
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PHOTO #3i Cannery damaged during and abandoned a f t e r  1964 earthquake ( u p l i f t  in area 8  to 9 f e e t ) .



NEW CHENEGA 
.DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

P I a n n i n g  
Work P r o g r am  

Budge t

P r e p a r e d  b y :

CHENEGA VILLAGE COUNCIL 
W. N o r t h e r n  L i g h t s  B l v d . ,  Su 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 3
G a i l  E v a n o f f ,  P r e s i d e n t

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 8 1



I . INTRODUCTI ON

T h i s  d o c u m e n t ,  w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  p r o g r a m  f o r  t h e  d e v e l ­
opmen t  o f  t h e  New Ch en e g a  V i l l a g e .  I t . p r o v i d e s  a h i s t o r y  o f  
t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  r e l o c a t i o n  e f f o r t s ,  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e ­
v e l o p m e n t  p l a n ,  a n d  an o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  g o a l s  t h a t  t h e  
Chenega  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  Chenega  V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n  h o p e  t o  
a t t a i n  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o g r a m .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i s  a d e t a i l e d  1 9 8 1  
w o r k  p r o g r a m  a n d  b u d g e t ,  p l u s  an o v e r a l l  b u d g e t  e s t i m a t e  f o r  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  new v i l l a g e .  A t t a c h e d  a r e  t h e  Chen ega  
F i e l d  T r i p  R e p o r t s  b y  E r v  Long and Mason Wade o f  t h e  U . S .  Army 
C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i n  1 9 7 6  ( A t t a c h m e n t  A ) ,  and t h e  New Chen ega  
P r e l i m i n a r y  P l a n  p r e p a r e d  by  H e w i t t  V .  L o u n s b u r y  and  A s s o c i a t e s  
i n  1 9 8 0  ( A t t a c h m e n t  B ) .

H i s t o r y  o f  C h e n e g a

Chenega  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i v e  v i l l a g e s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  Chuga ch  
N a t i v e  R e g i o n .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  Good F r i d a y  E a r t h q u a k e  o f  196'*+ i t  
was l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  C h enega  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t ­
e r n  p r i n c e  W i l l i a m  S o u n d ,  *+1 m i l e s  b y  a i r  f r o m  W h i t t i e r ,  *+8 
f r o m  Sewa rd  and  8*t f r o m  C o r d o v a .  The t s u n am i  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  
t h e  e a r t h q u a k e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  o l d  v i l l a g e  and k i l l e d  o n e - t h i r d  
o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s .  The  s u r v i v o r s  w e r e  e v a c u a t e d  t o  T a t i t l e k  and 
C o r d o v a ,  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t hem s e t t l e d .  H ow e v e r ,  f e w ,  i f  a n y  h a v e  
e v e r y - c o n s i d e r e d  a n y  p l a c e  o t h e r  t h a n  Ch enega  home .

Even t h r o u g h  C h e n e g a  was  n o t  n o t e d  among t h e  v i l l a g e s  r e c e i v i n g
* 4

b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  C l a i m s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t  i n  1 9 7 1 ,  i t  
was c e r t i f i e d  i n  197*+ t h r o u g h  an " A c t  o f  God"  p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  
r e c o g n i z e d  c e r t a i n  a b a n d o n e d  v i l l a g e s .  T h i s  p a v e d  t h e  way  f o r  
t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  l a n d  and 
m o n e t a r y  b e n e f i t s  owed t o  t h e  69  Chenega  p e o p l e  who e n r o l l e d  a s  
v i l l a g e  c o r p o r a t i o n  s h a r e h o I d e r s .



T h e  Chen ega  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  i s  an  IRA C o u n c i l  w h i c h  i s  s p e a r ­
h e a d i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  New Ch eng a  V i l l a g e .  T h e r e  a r e  
2 3  h o u s e h o l d s  o f  Ch enega  r e s i d e n t s  who h a v e  c o m m i t t e d  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  New C h e n e g a . -

A t  f i r s t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c o n s i d e r e d  r e b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  
f o r m e r  l o c a t i o n  on  Chenega  I s l a n d ,  a nd  h a s  a  p l a n  p r e p a r e d  t o  
g u i d e  t h e n  on  t h a t  e n d e a v o r .  T h e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  p e o p l e  r e a l ­
i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  be v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  same k i n d  o f  d i s a s t e r  
t h a t  s t r u c k  p r e v i o u s l y .  T h e y  w e r e  a l s o  f e a r f u l  o f  l i v i n g  a t  
w h a t  w a s  now c o n s i d e r e d  a h i s t o r i c  p l a c e .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  was  a s k e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  
v i l l a g e  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  a s u i t a b l e  s i t e  on l a n d s  s e l e c t e d  b y  t h e  
V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t . .  A C o r p s  o f  E n g i ­
n e e r s  p a r t y ,  l e d  b y  Mason Wade and  E r v  Long v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  i n
1 9 7 6  and  r e c ommend ed  t h a t  C r a b  B a y  o n  E v a n s  I s l a n d  b e  c o n s i d ­
e r e d  a s  t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  new v i l l a g e .  T h i s  s i t e  i s  1 5  m i l e s  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  v i l l a g e  l o c a t i o n .  I t  h a s  a s h e l t e r e d  h a r ­
b o r ,  a g ood  l e v e l  a r e a  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  p l e n t i f u l  w a t e r  s u p ­
p l i e s  and e n o u g h  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  a I 1 e l e m e n t s  t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  a 
d i s a s t e r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one t h a t  b e f e l l  t h e  C h e n e g a  p e o p l e  b e ­
f o r e  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a p p e n  a g a i n .

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 7 7  t h e  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  U . S .
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  v i s i t e d  t h e  s i t e  a n d  p e r f o r m e d  a
s o i l s  s u r v e y .  I n  1 9 8 0  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  f i r m  o f  L o u n s b u r y  and
A s s o c i a t e s  was s e l e c t e d  t o  d r a f t  a d e s i g n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  new v i l -  

*
l a g e .  T h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  u n d e r  t h a t  a g r e e m e n t ,  
a n d  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  C h en eg a  p e o p l e  a s s e m b l e d  i n  
C o r d o v a  and c h o s e  t h e i r  p r e f e r r e d  a l t e r n a t i v e .

B a s e d  on  t h a t  d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  Ch en ega  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  h a s  w o r k e d  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  c o n s u l t a n t s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  f u n d i n g .  
I t  e n t a i l s  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s i t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r



s u r v e y ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  and d e s i g n  p u r p o s e s ,  s o  t h a t  m a j o r  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  c a n  g e t  u n d e rw a y  i n  l a t e  1 9 8 1  and 1 9 8 2 .

. . . . . . . .

The  Ch en eg a  p e o p l e  w e r e  u p r o o t e d  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  a g o  b y  an  A c t  
o f  - G o d .  H o p e f u l l y ,  t h e  f u n d s  g r a n t e d  u n d e r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  and  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ic h  a r e  s o on  t o  f o l l o w  w i l l  f i n ­
a l l y  p r o v i d e  t h em  w i t h  a home t o  r e t u r n  t o .
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o f  p h a s e s .  P l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  s i t e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e g u n .  S i g n i f i ­
c a n t  e f f o r t  h a s  g o n e  i n t o  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n  and  p r e l  i m i n a r y  e v a l u ­
a t i o n .  A p r e l i m i n a r y  l a y o u t  o f  l o t s  and r o a d s  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  
and  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  s t o c k h o l d e r s .  I n i t i a l  . l o c a t i o n  s t u d i e s  
h a v e  be en  d on e  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  c ommun i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
an  a i r p o r t ,  a  s c h o o l  s i t e ,  a b o a t  h a r b o r ,  a s e w a g e  t r e a t m e n t  
p l a n t ,  e l e c t r i c a l  p ow e r  g e n e r a t i o n  s o u r c e  and  a  w a t e r  s o u r c e .  
C o n s i d e r a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  g i v e n  t o  a r e a s  f o r  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p ­
m en t  and  f u t u r e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e s .  A p r e l i m i ­
n a r y  l a y o u t  o f  New Chenega  i s  a t t a c h e d  ( A t t a c h m e n t  C ) .  T h e  
C h en e g a  V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n  owns a l l  o f  t h e  l a n d  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  s i t e ,  t h u s  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  no t i t l e - r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s .

T h e  o v e r a l l  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  New C h e n e g a  
s t r e t c h e s  o v e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  The s h o r t - t e r m  s c h e d u l e  a n t i c i ­
p a t e s  an i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t  t h a t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  i n i t i a l  o c c u p a n c y  
b y  l a t e  1 9 8 2 .

I n  1 9 8 1  t h e  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  i s  r e a d y  t o  b e g i n  d e t a i l e d  p l a n ­
n i n g ,  l a y o u t  a n d  d e s i g n  s t u d i e s .  The f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  u t i l ­
i t i e s  s h o u l d  be v e r i f i e d  and t h e  v i l l a g e  d e s i g n  n e e d s  t o  be a d ­
j u s t e d  t o  f i t  t h e  e x a c t  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  s i t e .  A f t e r  
t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e s  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  s u r v e y i n g  a n d  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  can  b e g i n .  .. .

*
C h e n e g a ' s  im m e d i a t e  g o a l  i s  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p l a n n i n g ,  l a y o u t  
and  s u r v e y i n g  d u r i n g  t h i s  summer .  E n g i n e e r i n g  w o u l d  b e  s t a r t e d  
w i t h  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d o c um en t s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  
1 9 8 1 - 8 2 .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  some p r e l i m i n a r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  b e g i n  i n  1 9 8 1 .  H owev e r ,  t h e  m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
e f f o r t  w o u l d  o c c u r  i n  1 9 8 2 .  T h i s  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
r o a d s ,  u t i l i t i e s  and  some h o u s e s .  An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e



h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p o t e n t i a l  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n n i n g  
w o u l d  be  c o n d u c t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  s o u r c e  o f  
e l e c t r i c  p ow e r  f o r :  t h e  v i l l a g e .

F o l l o w i n g  i n i t i a l  o c c u p a n c y  i n  l a t e  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  p l a n n i n g  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n c i l l a r y  c o m m u n i t y  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r ,  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  e l e c -

i  * •  •t r i c a l  s y s t e m  im p r o v e m e n t s  and  r o a d  e x t e n s i o n s .

D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  d e s i g n  w o r k  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e .  The 
a i r p o r t  w o u l d  be  d e s i g n e d  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r e p a r e d  f o r .  The  
s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r  w o u l d  a l s o  be  d e s i g n e d  and  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r ­
m i t s  w o u l d  be o b t a i n e d  p r i o r  t o  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  D e s i g n  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  and c o m m u n i t y  h a l l  w o u l d  a l s o  be c o m p l e t e d .

I n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 8 3  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  r o a d  t o  t h e  a i r ­
p o r t  and  t h e  a i r p o r t  w o u l d  b e • comp I e t e d . T h e  s c h o o l  and  com ­
m u n i t y  h a l l  w o u l d  be b u i l t .  A d d i t i o n a l  h o u s i n g  w o u l d  be com ­
p l e t e d  and o c c u p i e d .  Im p r o v e m e n t s  t o  t h e  w a t e r  s t o r a g e  s y s t e m  
c o u l d  be made ,  i f  n e e d e d .

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s m a l l  b o a t  h a r b o r  c o u l d  b e g i n  i n  1 9 8 3  w i t h  
c o m p l e t i o n  b y  19 8 * t .  B y  l a t e  1 9 8^  t h e  v i l l a g e  w o u l d  be e s s e n ­
t i a l  I y  comp I e t e .

A t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  New Chen ega  i s  b e i n g  b u i l t ,  s e v e r a l  e n ­
t i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Chugach  R e g i o n  and  t h e  C h e n e g a  .V i  I I a g e  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a r e  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  and e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  new e c o n o m i c  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  T h i s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
a s t a b i l i z i n g  e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  New C h e n e g a  momentum 
a n d  added  i n g r e o i e n t s  f o r  a s t a b l e  and  p e r m a n e n t  c o m m u n i t y .

C h e n e g a  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an a m b i t i o u s  s c h e d u l e .  I t  i s  
n o t ,  h ow e v e r ,  o n e  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  m e t .  S i n c e  t h e  i n i t i a l  p l a n ­
n i n g  d e c i s i o n s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  made ,  t h e  m o s t  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r



3

The  f o l l o w i n g  w o r k  p r o g r a m  and  b u d g e t  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  r e q u e s t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
T h i s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  c omb i n e d  w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a n d  human r e ­
s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  C h e n e g a *p e o p I e ,  w i l i  a l l o w  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  r e p l a c ­
i n g  t h e  C h e n e g a  V i l l a g e  t o  come t o  f r u i t i o n  a f t e r  1 7  y e a r s  o f
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The  f o l l o w i n g  i s  an  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  t a s k s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  a c  
comp I i s h ed  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s c h e d ­
u l e  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .

««*

T a s k  1 :  S o i l s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

P r i o r  t o  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  f i n a l  p l a n n i n g  and  a c t u a l  l a y o u t  o f  
t h e  new v i l l a g e  o n  t h e  s i t e  and  b e f o r e  a n y  e n g i n e e r i n g  a c t i v ­
i t i e s  can  b e g i n ,  i t  w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  g a i n  d e f i n i t e  s o i l s  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  be a m a j o r  p l a n n i n g  and d e s i g n  d e t e r m i ­
n a t e .  The s o i l s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be u s e d  t o  h e l p  a d j u s t  t h e  
p r e l i m i n a r y  s i t e  p l a n  t o  a c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  on  t h e  s i t e ,  t o  h e l p  
d e v e l o p  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t u d i e s  and  t o  d e v e l o p  e s t i m a t e s  o f  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  b u i l d i n g  
f o u n d a t i o n s .

The  s o i l s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  i n v o l v e  mov in g  a b o r i n g  r i g  t o  t h e  
s i t e  b y  b a r g e  a n d  t a k i n g  c o r e  s a m p l e s  on  a g r i d  p a t t e r n .  The  
l o c a t i o n  o f  t e s t  h o l e s  w i l l  h a v e  t o  be s u r v e y e d .  B o t h  o n s i t e  
an d  l a b o r a t o r y  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be c o n d u c t e d .  T h e  f i n a l  s o i l s
r e p o r t  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s u b s u r f a c e  . . . c o n d i t i o n s  i d e t a i l  and
w i l l  make e n g i n e e r i n g  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  p e r t a i n ­
i n g  t o  t h e  s i t e .  . —• - »

T a s k  2 :  S c h e m a t i c  D e s i g n  and  C o n s t r u c t i o n  C o s t  E s t i m a t e s

T h i s  t a s k  w i l l  u t i l i z e  t h e  s o i l s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r e l i m i ­
n a r y  p l a n n i n g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  d one  t o  d a t e  t o  d e v e l o p  a  s c h e m a t i c  
d e s i g n  f o r  u t i l i t i e s  a n d  r o a d s .  The  s e w e r  and  w a t e r  l i n e s  w i l l
b e  l a y e d  o u t  o n  a p r e l i m i n a r y  b a s i s  and  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l ­
i t i e s  w i l l  be  s i t e d .  The  r o a d s  w i l l  a l s o  b e  s i t e d  a n d  p r e l i m ­

i n a r y  d e s i g n  w i l l  b e  d o n e .



T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  wi I I t h e n  be c o n v e r t e d  t o  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  u t i I i t i e s  and  r o a d s .  A f t e r  
r e v i e w - o f  t h e s e  s c h e m a t i c  d e s i g n s  and  c o s t  e s t i m a t e s  b y  t h e  
V i l l a g e  C o u n c i l  a n d  i t s  e n g i n e e r ,  a n y  n e c e s s a r y  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  
t h e  p l a n  and  a p p r o a c h  t o  d e v e . l o pmen t  o f  t h e  new v i l l a g e  w i l l  b e  
m a d e .  This may  i n v o l v e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s i t e  p l a n  a n d  i n  tb'S 
m e t h o d  o f  h a n d l i n g  w a s t e w a t e r  c o l l e c t i o n  and  t r e a t m e n t .  A f t e r  
t h e  - n e c e s s a r y  a d j u s t m e n t s  and " f i n e  t u n i n g "  a r e  c o m p l e t e ,  t h e  
p l a n  c a n  be  f i t t e d  t o  t h e  s i t e .

T a s k  5 :  S i t e  V a l i d a t i o n

T h i s  t a s k  w i l l  i n v o l v e  o n s i t e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  p l a n  t o  
a s s u r e  t h a t  i t  t a k e s  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  s o i l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t o p o g ­
r a p h y  and o t h e r  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s ' .  C h ang e s  t o  a c c om m od a t e  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s i t e  w i l l  be made and  t h e  f i n a l  l a y o u t  
c o n f i r m e d .  F i n a l  l o c a t i o n  w i l l  be d e t e r m i n e d  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l l y  
r e q u i r e d  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o c k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
s c h o o l  and t own  h a l l ,  w a t e r  s o u r c e  and  w a s t e w a t e r  t r e a t m e n t  
f a c i I i  t i e s .

r

Th e  r o a d s  w i l l  be  s t a k e d  o u t  and c r o s s - s e c t i o n s  w i l l  be s u r ­
v e y e d  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  f i n a l  e n g i n e e r i n g .  C o m p u t a t i o n s  o f  
l o t  s i z e s  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  p l a t  w i l l  be  made s o  t h a t  r e c o n v e y a n c e  
c a n  be  p l a n n e d .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e s  t h e  V i l l a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n
r e c o n v e y i n g  a l l  l a n d s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p u b l i c  p u r p o s e s  a n d  commun-

*
i t y  e x p a n s i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  l o t s ,  t o  t h e  S t a t e  M u n i c i ­
p a l  L an d s  T r u s t  O f f i c e r ,  a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  S e c t i o n  l ^ ( c ) ( 5 )  o f  
t h e  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ,  a s  amended and i n  A l a s k a  S t a t u e  ^ 9 . ^ 7 . 1 5 0 .  
T h e  t r u s t  o f f i c e r  w i l l  d eed  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  a s  
t h e y  a r e  r e a d y  t o  move t o  New C h en e g a .



Ta s k  *«: F i n a l  P l a t  P r e p a r a t i o n  and S t a k i n g
• ^ V .  . '• '' _

T h i s  t a s k  w i l l  i n c l u d e  f i n a l  s u b d i v i s i o n  d e s i g n  and  c o m p u t a t i o n  
a n d  s t a k i n g  o f  e a c h  l o t .  The  r o a d  s y s t e m  w i l l  be  s u r v e y e d  a nd  
s t a k e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  a b o v e  d e s c r i b e d  c om m un i t y  f a ­
c i l i t i e s  w i l l  b e  s t a k e d .

T h e  f i n a l  p l a t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  s i t e  w i l l  be p r e p a r e d  and p r o ­
c e s s e d .

T a s k  5 :  E n g i n e e r i n g  D e s i g n .

T h i s  t a s k  w i l l  b e g i n  i n  t h e  l a t e  summer o f  1 9 8 1  and c o n t i n u e  
i n t o  t h e  w i n t e r .  I t  w i l l  i n v o l v e  f i n a l  d e s i g n  and p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d o c um en t s  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  and  
u t i I i t i e s :

S t r e e t s  and T r a i l s  
W a t e r  S o u r c e  & S t o r a g e  
W a t e r l i n e  E x t e n s i o n s  
S a n i t a r y  S ewe r  L a t e r a l s  
S a n i t a r y  S ewe r  T r e a t m e n t  P l a n t  
I n i t i a l  D ock  F a c i l i t i e s  
H y d r o e I e c t r i c  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
I n i t i a l  E l e c t r i c a l  S y s t e m  D e s i g n  
A i r p o r t  D e s i g n  
S c h o o l  D d s i g n

T h e s e  d e s i g n s  w i l l  be  t o t a l l y  c o m p l e t e  by  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 8 2 .  
T h i s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  e f f o r t  t o  be c o n c e n ­
t r a t e d  i n  t h e  summer  o f  1 9 8 2 .  Some i n i t i a l  d e s i g n  w o r k  w i l l  be  
c o m p l e t e d  b y  l a t e  summer 1 9 8 1 ,  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  i n i t i a l  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r o a d  and t r a i l  s y s t e m  t o  b e g i n  i n  1 9 8 1 .
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Original sponsor: Cato Offered: 5/13/81

Funding I nformation Referred. F i n ance

General Fund $225,000 
Other Funds -0-

$725,000
BY THE COM M U N I T Y  AND 

IN THE HOUSE REGIO N A L  AFFAIRS C O MMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 457 (C&RA)

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF A L A S K A

T W E LFTH LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appro p r i a t i o n  for the Chenega

village relocation: and providing for an e f fective

date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $225,000 is appro p r i a t e d  from the general fund 

to the Department cf Com m u n i t y  and Regional Affairs for p a y ment as a grant 

to the N a t i v e  Village of Chenega for the reestabl i s h m e n t  and re l o c a t i o n  of 

the village.

* Sec. 2. The a p p r o p r i a t i o n  made by this Act shall be disbursed in

accordance with AS 37.05.315.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immedi a t e l y  in accordance w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

- 1 - CSHB 4 5 7 (C&RA)
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