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Original sponsor: Cato Offered: 5/13/81

Funding Information Referred: Finance

General Fund $225,000
Other Funds -0-
$225,000
BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE HOUSE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 457 (C&RA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act making a special appropriation for the Chenega
village relocation; and providing for an effective
date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $225,000 is appropriated from the general fund
to the Department of Community and Regional Affairs for payment as a grant
to the Native Village of Chenega for the reestablishment and relocation of
the village.

* Sec. 2. The appropriation made by this Act shall be disbursed 1in
accordance with AS 37.05.315.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.-

070(c).

-1- CSHB 457 (C&RA)



ALASCOM, INC.
PHONE: G85-6442

juneau, ak 99802 .l .
FEB 1 0 1982

02039 NL ANCHORAGE AK 50 02-10 1040A AST
PMS REP BETTE CATO CHAIRMAN HOUSE TRANSPORTATION
JUNEAU J.. 3.042
REQUEST YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE CHENEGA REBUILDING
EFFORT AND CHENEGA REQUESTS DLRS225,000. THIS WE FEEL IS A
REASONABLE REQUEST TO HELP REBUILD THE VILLAGE DESTROYED BY AN
ACT OF GOD.

EDGAR BLATCHFORD, CHAIRMAN

CHUGACH NATIVES INC

903 WEST NORTHERN LIGHTS BLVD, SUITE 201

ANCHORAGE AK 99503

021*43 NL ANCHORAGE AK 50 03-02 1103A AST
PMS RE? BETTE CATTO
J'INEAU Lree
HOUSE PILL 457 REQUEST TO ASSIST IN REBUILDING OF CHENEGA | |LLAGE
IS BEFORE FULL FINANCE COMMITTEE ON MARCH 4. PLEASE GU'E Fp 1
SUPPORT TO THE PILL.

DONALD KQMPKOFF

9499 DRAYTON DR

ANCHORAGE AK 99577

02039 NL ANCHOPAGE ak 5? 03- LR 1I'*CA 'ST
PMS P.EP BETTE CATO
JINEAU N
HOUSE PILL 457 REQUEST TO ASSIST IN REBUILDING OF CHENEGA. VILLAG:
IS BEFORE FULL FINANCE COMMITTEE ON MA'CH /s. PLEASE GIVE FULL
SUPPORT TO THE BILL

PHYLLIS PIPKIN

1327 WEST 27 APT A RU 1*0?

ANCHORAGE AK 995 03



Alaska Blate ~legislature

REPRESENTATIVE COMMITTEES
BETTE CATO

DISTRICTS tSZgm CHAIRMAN

BOX 775 HOUSE TRANSPORTATION

VALDEZ. ALASKA 99686 e

- Widnead 2aw 2 0f [fopreBEntativeH house ealtheduca™

POUCHYV SOOAL SERVICES

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811
007)465-4858

This appropriation was made last year and the governor vetoed the language and
put the appropriation into the Department of Transportation for their operations.

HB 457 appropriation will be used for:

75KW diesel Generator and transportation costs
Bulk Fuel Storage Tanks and transportation costs

Design and Engineering Platting, community plan and administrative
costs.

* this 1is vital for the Local Service Roads and Trails moneys that
appropriates $117,500 in FY 81 and 82 for a total of $232,000.

* HUD has committed to 23 housing units and this study,will plan for
plotting and location.
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PHOTO #2. Showing one of several potential small boat harbors and abandoned cannery.
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PHOTO #3i Cannery damaged during and abandoned after 1964 earthquake (uplift in area 8§ to 9 feet).



NEW CHENEGA
.DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

Planning
Work Program
Budget

Prepared by:

CHENEGA VIL AGE ?ORNCH
W. Northern Lig Blv
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Gail Evanoff, President

February 17, 1981



l. INTRODUCTI ON

This document, will explain the overall program for the devel-
opment of the New Chenega Village. [It.provides a history of
the village's relocation efforts, an explanation of the de-
velopment plan, and an outline of the overall goals that the
Chenega Council and the Chenega Village Corporation hope to
attain through this program. Also included is a detailed 1981
work program and budget, plus an overall budget estimate for
the development of the new village. Attached are the Chenega
Field Trip Reports by Erv Long and Mason Wade of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers in 1976 (Attachment A), and the New Chenega
Preliminary Plan prepared by Hewitt V. Lounsbury and Associates
in 1980 (Attachment B).

History of Chenega

Chenega is one of the five villages that constitute the Chugach
Native Region. Prior to the Good Friday Earthquake of 196+ it
was located on the southern end of Chenega Island in the west-
ern prince William Sound, *1 miles by air from Whittier, *8
from Seward and 8t from Cordova. The tsunami which followed
the earthquake destroyed the old village and killed one-third
of the residents. The survivors were evacuated to Tatitlek and
Cordova, where most of them settled. However, few, if any have
every-considered any place other than Chenega home.

Even through Chenega was not noted among the villages receiying
benefits of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971 it
was certified in 197%+ through an "Act of God" provision which
recognized certain abandoned villages. This paved the way for
the formation of a village corporation to receive the land and
monetary benefits owed to the 69 Chenega people who enrolled as
village corporation shareholders.



The Chenega Village Council is an IRA Council which is spear-
heading the development of the New Chenga Village. There are
23 households of Chenega residents who have committed them-
selves to return to New Chenega.-

At first the village considered rebuilding at the village's
former location on Chenega Island, and has a plan prepared to
guide then on that endeavor. Then, however, the people real-
ized that they would be vulnerable to the same kind of disaster
that struck previously. They were also fearful of Tliving at
what was now considered a historic place.

Consequently, the Corps of Engineers was asked to assist the
village in identifying a suitable site on lands selected by the
Village Corporation under the Settlement Act.. A Corps of Engi-
neers party, led by Mason Wadeand Erv Long visitedthe area in

1976 and recommended that Crab Bay on Evans Island be consid-
ered as the site for the new village. This site is 15 miles
south of the former village location. It has a sheltered har-
bor, a good level area for development, plentiful water sup-
plies and enough protection from all elements to assure that a
disaster similar to the one that befell the Chenega people be-
fore would never happen again,

In the spring of 1977 the Soil Conservation Service of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture visited the site and performed a
soils survey. In 1980 the Anchorage firm of Lounsbury and
Associates was selected to draft a design plan for the new vil-
lage. These alternatives were produced under that agreement,
and in October of that year the Chenega people assembled in
Cordova and chose their preferred alternative.

Based on that decision, the Chenega Village Council has worked
with several consultants to prepare this proposal for funding.
It entails the collection of sufficient site information for



survey, engineering and design purposes, so that major con-
struction can get underway in late 1981 and 1982.

The Chenega people were uprooted seventeen years ago by an Act
of -God. Hopefully, the funds granted under this proposal and
the construction activities which are soon to follow will fin-

ally provide them with a home to return to.



[ . .- - Il.- DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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ThéThened® Council proposes to develop New Chenega in a series
of phases. Planning for the site has already begun. Signifi-
cant effort has gone into site selection and prel iminary evalu-
ation. A preliminary layout of lots and roads has been done
and approved by the stockholders. Initial .location studies
have been done for a variety of community facilities, including
an airport, a school site, a boat harbor, a sewage treatment
plant, electrical power generation source and a water source.
Consideration has been given to areas for commercial develop-
ment and future expansion of the residential uses. A prelimi-
nary layout of New Chenega is attached (Attachment C). The
Chenega Village Corporation owns all of the land involved in
the site, thus there should be no title-related problems.

The overall schedule for the development of New Chenega
stretches over several years. The short-term schedule antici-
pates an intensive effort that will result in initial occupancy
by late 1982.

In 1981 the Village Council is ready to begin detailed plan-
ning, layout and design studies. The feasibility of the util-
ities should be verified and the village design needs to be ad-
justed to fit the exact physical conditions of the site. After
that the final stages of engineering, surveying and construc-
tion can begin.

Chenega's immediate goal 1is to complete the planning, layout
and surveying during this summer. Engineering would be started
with completion of construction documents during the winter of
1981-82. It is anticipated that some preliminary construction
activity would begin in 1981. However, the major construction
effort would occur in 1982. This would include construction of
roads, wutilities and some houses. An investigation of the



hydroelectric potential identified in the preliminary planning
would bhe conducted to determine the most efficient source of

electric power for: the village.

Following initial occupancy in late 1982, the Village Council
will continue planning for construction of ancillary community
facilities, including the small boat harbor, the airport, elec-
trical system improvements and road extensions.

During the winter of 1982-83 design work would continue. The
airport would be designed and construction prepared for. The
small boat harbor would also be designed and the necessary per-
mits would be obtained prior to construction. Design of the
school and community hall would also he completed.

In the summer of 1983 construction of both the road to the air-
port and the airport would beecompleted. The school and com-
munity hall would be built. Additional housing would be com-
pleted and occupied. Improvements to the water storage system
could be made, if needed.

Construction of the small boat harbor could begin in 1983 with
completion by 198*t. By late 198" the village would be essen-
tial ly complete.

At the same time that New Chenega is being built, several en-
tities, including the Chugach Region and the Chenega .Village
Corporation, are searching for and encouraging the development
of new economic enterprises in the village. This will provide
a stabilizing economic base that will give New Chenega momentum
and added ingreoients for a stable and permanent community.

Chenega recognizes that this is an ambitious schedule. It 1is
not, however, one that cannot be met. Since the initial plan-
ning decisions have already been made, the most critical factor



The following work program and budget has been prepared for the
purpose of requesting financial assistance for this project.
This assistance, combined with the financial and human re-
sources of the Chenega*people, wili allow the plans for replac-
ing the Chenega Village to come to fruition after 17 years of



[X. |11, NEW CHENEGA 1981 WORK PLAN

The following is an expression of the tasks that need to he ac
complished within the next year in order to maintain the sched-
ule described above.

Task 1. Soils Investigation

Prior to proceeding with final planning and actual layout of
the new village on the site and before any engineering activ-
ities can begin, it will be necessary to gain definite soils
information.  This will be a major planning and design determi-
nate. The soils information will be used to help adjust the
preliminary site plan to actual conditions on the site, to help
develop engineering studies and to develop estimates of con-
struction costs for the village infrastructure and building
foundations,

The soils investigation will involve moving a boring rig to the
site by barge and taking core samples on a grid pattern. The
location of test holes will have to be surveyed. Both onsite
and laboratory analysis will be conducted. The final soils

report will describe the subsurface...conditions i detail and
will make engineering and construction recommendations pertain-
ing to the site. . —-»

Task 2: Schematic Design and Construction Cost Estimates

This task will utilize the soils information and the prelimi-
nary planning that has been done to date to develop a schematic
design for utilities and roads.The sewer and water lines will
be layed out on a preliminary basis and the treatment facil-
ities will be sited. The roads will also besited and prelim-
inary design will be done.



This information will then be converted to cost estimates for
construction and maintenance of the utilities and roads. After
review-of these schematic designs and cost estimates by the
Village Council and its engineer, any necessary adjustments to
the plan and approach to deve.lopment of the new village will be
made.  This may involve changes in the site plan and in tb'S
method of handling wastewater collection and treatment. After
the -necessary adjustments and "fine tuning" are complete, the
plan can be fitted to the site.

Task 5: Site Validation

This task will involve onsite layout of the village plan to
assure that it takes advantage of the soil conditions, topog-
raphy and other physical features'. Changes to accommodate the
characteristics of the site will be made and the final layout
confirmed. Final location will be determined for the initially
required community facilities, including docking facilities,
school and town hall, water source and wastewater treatment
facili ties.

The roads will be staked out and cross-sections will be sur-
veyed in preparation for final engineering. Computations of
lot sizes for the final plat will be made so that reconveyance
can be planned. This process involves the Village Corporation
reconveying all lands necessary for public purposes and commun-
ity expansion, including residential lots, to the State Munici-
pal Lands Trust Officer, as provided for in Section [*(c)(5) of
the Settlement Act, as amended and in Alaska Statue ~9.77.150,
The trust officer will deed individual lots to the residents as
they are ready to move to New Chenega.



Task * Final Plat Preparation and Staking

. AV L L. - ,

This task will include final subdivision design and computation
and staking of each lot. The road system will be surveyed and
staked for construction and the above described community fa-
cilities will be staked.

The final plat of the village site will be prepared and pro-
cessed.

Task 5. Engineering Design.

This task will begin in the late summer of 1981 and continue
into the winter. It will involve final design and preparation
of construction documents for the following facilities and
utilities:

Streets and Trails

Water Source & Storage

Waterline Extensions

Sanitary Sewer Laterals

Sanitary Sewer Treatment Plant
Initial Dock Facilities
Hydroelectric Investigation
Initial Electrical System Design
Airport Design

School Ddsign

These designs will be totally complete by the spring of 1982,
This will allow the major construction effort to be concen-
trated in the summer of 1982. Some initial design work will be
completed by late summer 1981, which will allow initial con-
struction of the road and trail system to begin in 1981,
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Original sponsor: Cato Offered: 5/13/81

Funding Information Referred. Finance
General Fund $225,000
Other Funds -0-

$725,000

BY THE COMMUNITY AND
IN THE HOUSE REGIONAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 457 (C&RA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making aspecial appropriation for the Chenega

village vrelocation: andproviding for an effective

date.™
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The sum of $225,000 is appropriated from the general fund
to the Department cf Community and Regional Affairs for payment as a grant
to the Native Village of Chenega for the reestablishment and relocation of
the village.

* Sec. 2. Theappropriation made by this Act shall be disbursed in
accordance with AS 37.05.315.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.

070(c).-
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