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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 384 (HESS)

"An Act establishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force; and 
providing for an effective date."

CSHB 384 establishes the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force to study 
and recommend legislative, judicial, and administrative changes to 
implement the provisions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act. The 
Indian Child Welfare Act imposes significant and far-reaching changes in 
operations for courts, attorneys, and agencies placing children in 
foster care and adoption.

«

This legislation would affirm and strengthen an ad hoc task force which 
is currently operating. It would add ex officio members from the De­
partment of Health and Social Services, Alaska Court System, Attorney 
General's Office, the Senate Health, Education, and Social Services 
Committee, the House Health, Education and Social Services Committee, 
and Alaska Legal Services to members from each of the 12 Alaska-based 
regional native corporations.

The Department of Health and Social Services is in full support of CS 
for HB 384, and is pleased to participate in the task force.
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l-'ISC3A I. NOTE

Bill/Resolution N o . CS for House Bill No. 384 (HESS) ________ _____________________________

Title "An Act estab. the AK Native.Child Wei. Task Force: & prnvirl. fn r  an eff. d a t . P . "  
Requested by_HESS_Cnmm.tttfift__________________________________________ ^ate.,_r,/13/ 81 ________

REQUEST

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected _ Department of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected Social Service
BRU, Program, or Snbprogram(s) Affected_________________________________________________________________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate linc-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f Dollars)

FY 01 FY 8 2 I;Y 83 FY 84 FY 85 , FY 8 6
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
FEDERAL FUNDS - 0 - - 0- - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

- 0 - - 0- - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - u -

POSITIONS •

FULL TIME - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
PART TlMI- - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
TEMPORARY - 0 - - 0- - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

111. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section 111)

IV. DATE C T L i  .PREPARED BY
A G E N C Y  Division of Fami

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465 -T170________
cc: * Budget and Management , . . > , „

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) M&B Approval j/ \ \ - ( I ' jJ y  4 #  ( j l y

John R. Pugh, Director 
Youth Services___________

Date L

33-001 (Rev. 12/80
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HOUSE BILL NO. 384

"An Act establishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force; and providing 
for an effective date."

The Department of Health and Social Services supports House Bill No. 384 estab­
lishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force. The Indian Child Welfare 
Act imposes significant and far-reaching changes in operations for courts, attor­
neys, and agencies placing children in either foster care or adoption. A task 
force to study the various issues concerning child welfare services for Alaskan 
Natives would be very valuable in terms of future planning and policy development. 
The Department would be pleased to participate in such a task force.

Department of Health and Social Services is in support of House Bill No. 384.

RECOMMENDED BY:
Jj^in R. Pugh, D i ^ c t o r  
i vis ion of Fannly and 
Youth Services

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

DATE:

Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner
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T W E L F T H  l.EC ( F E A T U R E

I. R E Q U E S T
Rill/Resolution No

FISCAL NOI'K 

HOUSE BILL NO. 384

Title "An Act establishing the Alaska Native CHild Welfare Task Force: & providing an effpr.t.ive 
Requested by_____________________________________________________________________Date____________________________  date."

U. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected _ Department of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected,
BRU, Program, or Subprogram!s) Affected,
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY. 81 FY 02- FY 83 FY 04 FY 05 . FY 86
100 PERSONAL SERVICES_____
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
100 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 ('.RANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - ' - 0 - ..........

FUNDING (Thousands of Do! 
GENERAL FUND

la is)
- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - -0 "

FEDERAL FUNDS - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

POSITIONS
FULL TIME - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
p a r t  t im e : - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -
TEMPORARY - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section III)

House Bill No. 384 has no fiscal impact on the Department of Health and 
Social Services.

IV. DATE
Original: Legislative Finance 
cc: Budget and Management

P R E P A R E D  B Y  v- John R. Puoh, Director
A G E N C Y  Division of Family  and Youth Services________

P H O N E  . J "  4#5-317Q

Prime Sponsor (Eirst Legislator Named) M&B Approval ...

33 -001  (Rev. 1 2 / 8 0
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Original sponsors: Fuller and Clocksin Offered: 5/13/81
Referred: F i n a n c e
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BY THE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  AND 
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES C O MMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 384 (HESS)

IN THE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

T W E L F T H  LE G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the A l aska N ative Child Welfare

Tas k  Force; and providing for an e ffective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

'• Tection 1. A L ASKA N ATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE. The A l a s k a  N ative 

Child Welfare T a s k  Force is established to study and r e c o m m e n d  legislative, 

judicial, and admi n i s t r a t i v e  changes to implement the p r o v isions of the 

federal Indian Child W e l f a r e  Act.

* Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The Alaska Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force 

is composed of 13 v oting m e m bers and 6 nonvoting ex o f f icio members, selected 

as follows:

(1) voting members: a representative from each of the 13 regional

Native corporations created by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, to 

be appointed by the governor;

(2) ex officio members:

(A) the c o mmissioner of h e a l t h  and social services or a 

person d e s i gnated by the commissioner;

(B) the admin i s t r a t o r  of the Alaska Court S y s t e m  or a person 

designated by the administrator;

(C) the attorney general or a p e r s o n  des i g n a t e d  by the 

a ttorney general;

(D) the p e rson who chairs the senate health, e d u c a t i o n  and 

social services committee;

(E) the p e r s o n  who chairs the house health, e d u c a t i o n  and 

social services committeej and

-1- CSHB 384(HESS)
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(F) the executive director of the Alaska Legal Services

Corpor a t i o n  or a p e r s o n  d e s i gnated by the executive director.

(b) A p pointments under (a)(1) of this section shall be m a d e  wit h  due 

consi d e r a t i o n  to the a v a i l a b i l i t y  and willin g n e s s  of an appointee to devote 

the time and effort n e c e s s a r y  to p e r m i t  the task force to function e f f e c­

tively. Appointments shall be without regard to political affiliation, and 

shall be made, if possible, w i t h i n  20 days of the effective date of this 

Act, or w i t h i n  20 days of the date of any vacancy in the m e m b e r s h i p  of the 

task force.

(c) Vacancies in o f f i c e  shall be filled in the m a nner p r e s c r i b e d  for 

initial appointments. •

* Sec. 3. COMPENSATION. A  m e m b e r  of the Alaska N ative Child W e l f a r e  

T a s k  Force serves w i t hout compensation, but is entitled to the same travel 

pay and per diem authorized b y  law for members of boards and commissions 

under AS 39.20.180.

* Sec. 4. PRESIDING OFFICER. The A laska Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force 

shall elect a presiding officer from among the members of the task force.

* Sec. 5. MEETINGS. The Alaska N ative Ch i l d  Welfare Tas k  Force shall 

meet at least four times a year to carry out the duties p r e scribed in this 

Act. The first meeting of the task force shall be convened at the call of 

the governor not later than 30 days following appointment of m e m b e r s  under 

sec. 2(a)(1) of this Act.

* Sec. 6. DUTIES. (a) T he A laska N a tive Child Welfare T a s k  Force shall

(1) study the federal Indian Child W e l fare Act in order to r e c o m­

men d  legislative, judicial, and admin i s t r a t i v e  changes to implement the 

concepts contained in the Indian Child W e l f a r e  Act;

(2) if the task force considers it necessary, ho l d  public h e a r­

ings and meetings to consider the effect of the Indian Child W e l f a r e  Act on

Alaska Natives;

-2- CSHB 3 8 4 (HESS)
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(3) apply for and ad m i n i s t e r  federal grants used to conduct

training programs for tribal and v i l lage entities on i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the 

Indian Ch i l d  W e l f a r e  Act in the state;

(4) p r e pare a r eport on legislative, judicial, and a d ministrative 

changes n e c e s s a r y  to p r o v i d e  full i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the I ndian Child W e l f a r e  

Act in the state; the report shall include reco m m e n d a t i o n s  for legislation 

and changes in state a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and judicial procedures n e c e s s a r y  to 

implement the Indian C h i l d  W e l f a r e  Act in the state.

(b) The report w h i c h  is p r e p a r e d  un d e r  ( a ) (4) of this section shall be

p r e s e n t e d  to the legislature, w i t h  copies to the D e p artment of H e a l t h  and 

Social Services and the governor, by Febr u a r y  1, 1982.

* Sec. 7. TERMINATION. This Act is repealed and the exis t e n c e  of the 

A l a s k a  N ative Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force t e r m i n a t e d  December 31, 1982.

* Sec. 8. EFFE C T I V E  DATE. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r­

dance wit h  AS 01.10.070(c).

-3- CSHB 384(HESS)
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Introduced: 3/24/81 
Referred: H e a l t h . E d u c a t i o n  &  
Social Services and F i n ance

IN THE HOUSE BY F U L L E R  A N D  CLOC K S I N

HO U S E  BILL NO. 384 

IN T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A L ASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  Child W e l f a r e

T a s k  Force; and pro v i d i n g  for an e f fective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY T HE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c tion 1. A L A S K A  N A T I V E  CHILD W E L F A R E  TASK FORCE. The A l a s k a  Native 

Child W e l fare Task Force is es t a b l i s h e d  to study and reco m m e n d  legislative 

changes to implement the p r o v i s i o n s  of the federal I ndian Child W e l f a r e  Act.

* Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The A l a s k a  Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force 

is composed of 15 members, s e l e c t e d  as follows:

(1) an A l a s k a  N a t i v e  s hareholder from each of the 12 A l a s k a - b a s e d  

regional Native corpor a t i o n s  created by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 

Act, to be a p pointed by the governor;

(2) the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of h e a l t h  and social services or his d e s i g­

nee;

(3) the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of the A laska Court S ystem or his designee;

(4) an ass i s t a n t  a t t o r n e y  general appointed b y  the governor.

(b) Appointments shall be mad e  wi t h  due c o n s i d e r a t i o n  to the a v a i l a­

bility and w i l l i ngness of an appo i n t e e  to devote the time and effort n e c e s­

sary to permit the task force to funct i o n  effectively. Appoi n t m e n t s  shall 

be without regard to political affiliation, and shall be made, if possible,

w i t h i n  20 days of the eff e c t i v e  date of this Act, or w i t h i n  20 cays of the

date of any v a c ancy in the m e m b e r s h i p  of the task force.

(c) Vacancies in o ffice shall be filled in the m a n n e r  pr e s c r i b e d  for

initial a p p o i n t m e n t s .

* Sec. 3. COMPENSATION. A m e m b e r  of the Alaska N a t i v e  Child W e l fare

-1- HB 384
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Task Force serves without compensation, but is enti t l e d  to the same travel 

pay and per diem authorized by law for members of boards and commissions.

* Sec. 4. CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN. The members of the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  

Child Welfare Task Force shall elect a chairman and a v i c e - c h a i r m a n  from 

among the members of the task force.

* Sec. 5. MEETINGS. The A l aska Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force shall 

meet at least once every two months to carry out the duties p r e scribed in 

this Act. The first m e e ting of the task force shall be convened at the call 

of the governor not later tha n  30 days following a p p o i ntment of the 15 

members of the task force.

* Sec. 6. DUTIES. The Alaska Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force shall

(1) study the federal Indian Child Welfare Act in order to r e c o m­

men d  legislative changes to implement the concepts c o n t a i n e d  in the Indian 

Child W e l fare Act;

(2) if the task force considers it necessary, h o l d  p ublic hearings 

and meetings to consider the effect of the Indian Child W e l f a r e  Act on 

A laska Natives;

(3) complete a report wi t h  recommendations to the legislature for 

legislation which would implement the concepts con t a i n e d  in the Indian Child 

W e l fare Act in Alaska, furnishing copies of the report to the Departmer.; of 

Health and Social Services, the governor, and the pre s i d i n g  officer of each 

house of the legislature not later than February 1, 1982.

* Sec. 7. TERMINATION. The Alaska Native Child W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force t e r­

minates February 28, 1982.

* Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r­

dance wi t h  AS 01.10.070(c).

-2- HB 384



F U R T H E R

COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE

( 11)

5 / 1 3 / 8 1

Date: _______________

Mr. S p e a k e r :

The C o m m i t t e e  on F I N A N C E _____________________ has had. H B  3 8 4

"An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a s k  F o r c e ;  and 
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  as  f o l l o w s : :

[ ] do pass [ ] do not pass

$
[ ] do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )

[ ] same t i t l e
[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS f o r _______________________________________________ [ ] new t i t l e

and r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of I n t ent" [ ] N e w  Fiscal Note

[ ] r e p o r t s  it back w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] r e f e r r e d  to t h e _______________________________________________ C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  M E M B E R S  H A V I N G
DO PASS O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

H 60 (Rev. 3/81)

C H A I R M A N



COMMITTEE REPORT

HOUSE - y ^ / 3

( 5 )

Mr. Sp e a k e r :  HEALTH, EDUCATION &
The C o m m i t t e e  on SOCIAL SERVICES

3/24/81 FURTHER: FINANCE

Date: / / ^ n  l(

has had HB 384
"An A c t e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  C h i ld  W e l f a r e  TAsk F o r c e ;  
and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s ;

[ ] do pass [ ] do not pass

[ ] do pass w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s (s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS for 

and r e c o m m e n d s

. [ X 7] same title
l- \ *7£  * -f C [ 3 new t i t l e

[ 3 

[ 3 

[ 3

A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

r e p o r t s  it back w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

r e f e r r e d  to the C o m m i t t e e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  
D 0 , R A S S

m l : &£ iS H A V I N G  
O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

H 60 (Rev. 3/81)
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  F u l l e r  and C lo c k s i n O f f e r e d : 5 / 13/31
R e f e r r e d :  F in a n c e

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND 
IN THE HOUSE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 384  (HESS)
IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE -  F IRST  SESSION
A B IL L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  C h i ld  W e l f a r e
T a sk  F o rc e *  and p r o v i d i n g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
*  S e c t i o n  1 .  ALASKA NATIVE CHILD UELFARE TASK FORCE. The A la s k a  N a t i v e  

C h i l d  W e l f a r e  T a sk  F o r c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s t u d y  and recommend l e g i s l a t i v e ,  
j u d i c i a l ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  changes t o  im p lem en t t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  
f e d e r a l  I n d i a n  C h i ld  W e l f a r e  A c t .

*  S e e .  2 . MEMBERSHIP. ( a )  The A la s k a  N a t i v e  C h i ld  W e l f a r e  T ask  F o rc e  
i s  composed o f  13 v o t i n g  members and A n o n v o t in g  ex o f f i c i o  m embers , s e l e c t e d  
a s  f o l l o w s :

( 1 )  v o t i n g  members : a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r om  each  o f  t h e  13 r e g i o n a l
N a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  c r e a t e d  by th e  A la s k a  N a t i v e  C la im s  S e t t l e m e n t  A c t ,  t o  
he a p p o in t e d  by th e  g o v e rn o r *

( 2 )  ex  o f f i c i o  members :
(A ) t h e  c om m is s io n e r  o f  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  o r  a 

p e r s o n  d e s ig n a t e d  by th e  c om m is s io n e r *
(B )  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  A la s k a  C o u r t  Sys tem  o r  a p e r s o n  

d e s ig n a t e d  b y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  *
(C ) t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  o r  a p e r s o n  d e s ig n a t e d  by th e  

a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ;
(D ) t h e  p e r s o n  who c h a i r s  t h e  s e n a t e  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  and 

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c o m m it t e e ;
( E )  t h e  p e r s o n  who c h a i r s  t h e  h ou se  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  and

s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  c om m it te e *  and

COMMITTEE COPY
- 1 - CSHB 3 8 4 (HESS )



(F) the executive director of the Alaska Legal Services

Corporation or a person designated by the executive director.

(b) Appointments under (a)(1) of this section shall he made with due 

consideration to the availability and willingness of an appointee to devote 

the time and effort necessary to p e m i t  the task force to function effec­

tively. Appointments shall be without regard to political affiliation, and 

shall he made, if possible, within 20 days of the effective date of this 

Act, or within 20 days of the date of any vacancy in the membership of the 

task force.

(c) Vacancies in office shall be filled in the manner prescribed for 

initial appointments.

*  Sec. 0. COMPENSATION. A memb e r  of the Alaska Native Child Welfare 

Task Force serves without compensation, but is entitled to the same travel 

pay and per diem authorized by law for members of boards and commissions 

under AS 39.20.100.

* Sec. 4. PRESIDING OFFICER. Hie Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force 

shall elect a presiding officer from among the members of the task force.

* Sec. 5. M E E T I N G S . The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall 

meet at least four times a year to carry out: the duties prescribed in this 

Act. The first meeting of the task, force shall be convened at the call of 

the governor not later than 30 days following appointment of members under 

sec. 2(a)(1) of this Act.

* Sec. 6. DUTIES. (a) The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall

(1) study the federal Indian Child Welfare Act in order to recom­

mend legislative, judicial, and administrative changes to implement the 

concepts contained in the Indian Child Welfare Act*

(2) if the task force considers it necessary, hold public b e a r­

ings and meetings to consider the effect of the Indian Child Welfare Act on

Alaska Natives;

-2- CSHB 3 8 4 (HESS)
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(3) apply for and administer federal frrants used to conduct

training programs for tribal and village entities on implementation of tbe 

Indian Child Welfare Act in the s t a t e ;

(A) prepare a report on legislative, judicial, and administrative 

changes necessary to provide full implementation of the Indian Child Welfare 

Act in the state; the report shall include recommendations for legislation 

and changes in state administrative and judicial procedures necessary to 

implement the Indian Child Welfare Act in the state.

(b) The report which is prepared under (a)(A) of this section shall be

presented to the legislature, with conies to the Department of health and 

Social Services and the governor, by February 1, 1982.

* Sec. 7. TERMINATION. This Act in repealed and the existence of the 

Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force terminated December 31, 1982.

* Fee. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. Tl»is Act takes effect immediately in accor­

dance with AS fri.30.0 7 0 ( c ) •
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_ __ / Z  3  A" Introduced: 3/24/81
/ ^  Referred: Health.Education &

Social Services and Finance

IN THE HOUSE BY F U L L E R  A:;|D CLOCKS IN -,T,

HOUSE BILL NO. 334 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act establishing the Alaska Native Child Welfare

Task Force; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. ALASKA NATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE. The Alaska Native 

Child Welfare Task Force is established to study and recommend legislative 

changes to implement the provisions of the federal Indian Child Welfare Act.

* Sec. 2. MEMBERSHIP. (a) The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force 

is composed of 15 members, selected as follows:

(1) an Alaska Native shareholder from each of the 12 Alaska-based 

regional Native corporations created by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 

Act, to be appointed by the governor;

(2) thw commissioner of health and social services or his desig­

nee;

(3) the administrator of the Alaska Court System or his designee;

(4) an assistant attorney general appointed by the governor.

(b) Appointments shall be made with due consideration to the availa­

bility and willingness of an appointee to devote the time and effort n e c e s­

sary to permit the task force to function effectively. Appointments shall 

be without regard to political affiliation, and shall be made, if possible, 

w i t h i n  20 days of the effective date of this Act, or within 20 days of the 

date of any vacancy in the membership of the task force.

(c) Vacancies in office shall be filled in the manner prescribed for 

initial appointments.

* Sec. 3. COMPENSATION. A  member of the Alaska Native Child Welfare
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Task Force serves without compensation, but is entitled to the same travel 

pay and per diem authorized by law for members of boards and commissions.

* Sec. 4. CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN. The members of the Alaska Native 

Child Welfare Task Force shall elect a chairman and a vice-chairman from 

among the members of the task force.

* Sec. 5. MEETINGS. The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall 

meet at least once every two months to carry out the duties prescribed in 

this Act. The first meeting of the task force shall be convened at the call 

of the governor not later than 30 days following appointment of the 15 

members of the task force.

* Sec. 6. DUTIES. The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force shall

(1) study the federal Indian Child Welfare Act in order to re c o m­

mend legislative changes to implement the concepts contained in the Indian 

Child Welfare Act;

(2) if the task force considers it necessary, hold public hearings 

and meetings to consider the effect of the Indian Child Welfare Act on 

Alaska Natives;

(3) complete a report with recommendations to the legislature for 

legislation which would implement the concepts contained in the Indian Child 

Welfare Act in Alaska, furnishing copies of the report to the Department of 

Health and Social Services, the governor, and the presiding officer of each 

house of the legislature not later than February 1, 1982.

* Sec. 7. TERMINATION. The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force ter­

minates February 28, 1982.

*  Sec. 8. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act takes effect immediately in accor­

dance with AS 01.10.070(c).
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