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FINANCE has had HB 348
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Funding Inform a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  Fund
O t h e r  Funds

I N  T H E  HO U S E

W M O O- 0-
■$‘4 4 6 , 0 0 0

Introduced: 3/17/81
Referred: F i n ance

BY M I L L E R  

H O U S E  BI L L  NO. 348 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A LASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FI R S T  S E S SION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

me n t  of P u b l i c  S afety for the A laska a v a l a n c h e  w a r ning 

system: and prov i d i n g  for an e ffective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T HE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s um of $ 4 4 6 , 0 0 0  is appropriated fro m  the general fund 

to the Department of P u blic S a f e t y  for the A laska a valanche w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. T he u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

m a d e  b y  this Act lapses into ths general fund June 30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in accordance w i t h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c). 1

- 1 - HB 348



U n i t e d  S t a t c s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  
F O R E S T  S E R V IC E

P.O . Box 1628, Juneau, A laska 99802

3210 
6PR 1 & i98f

r
Honorable Samuel R . Cotten 
A laska S ta te  House o f  R ep resen ta tives 
Chairman, House Finance Cocsnittee 
Pouch V, S ta te  C ap ito l 

l_ Juneau AK 99811

Dear Mr. Cotten :
The enclosed m a te ria l p rov ides background in fo rm ation  regard ing two 
app rop ria tion  b i l l s  which have been in troduced f o r  continued 
development and ope ra tion  o f  the A laska Avalanche Warning System.
These a re  H .B. No. 18 and H .B . No. 348, which have been re fe r re d  to  
you r Committee.
The S ta te  o f  A laska i s  p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  th is  p ub lic  se rv ic e  which was 
implemented la s t  y e a r . The extent c 5 next w in te r1s ope ra tion  w i l l  be 
la rg e ly  in fluenced  by ac tio n  the S ta te  takes during th is  Session .
We hope th a t a hearing f o r  these two b i l l s  can be scheduled a t an e a r ly  
date . Mr. Bob Janes, Deputy D ire c to r f o r  S ta te  and P r iv a te  F o re s try  
from my s t a f f ,  should be a v a i la b le  to  answer any questions during the 
hea ring . I f  p o s s ib le , p lea se  advise Mr. Janes by phone, 586-7510, o f  
the time and p lace as soon as i t  i s  determ ined.
S in c e re ly ,

MICHAEL A. BARTON 
Deputy Reg ional F o re s te r
cc : R ep resen ta tive Mike M i l le r ,  Sponsor 

Jos Mapranaph, Finance O f f ic e r ,
Department o f  P ub lic  S a fe ty  

Members, House Finance Committee



ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM AND FIRE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE (AAWS/EWFS)
The enabling le g i s la t io n  f o r  S ta te  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th is  p ro je c t  was enacted in  
th e  la s t  Session o f  the L e g is la tu re . A copy o f  the Act i s  enc losed , AS 18 , 
Chapter 76 , A laska Avalanche Warning System, which became e f fe c t iv e  
J u ly  1 , 1980 . Two supplemental A pp rop ria tion  B i l l s  f o r  F .Y . 82 have been 
in troduced in  the F i r s t  Session  o f  the Tw e lfth  L eg is la tu re  to  a s s is t  in  
development and ope ra tion  o f  the program. F o r F .Y . 83 , th e  re g u la r program 
budgeting process w i l l  be used by the Department o f  P ub lic  S a fe ty , rep resen ting  
a l l  S ta te  in te re s ts  f o r  con tinua tion  o f  the program.

1 . House B i l l  No. 18 ($ 1 3 0 ,0 0 0 ). This i s  f o r  a  c a p ita l investment need, 
development o f  two orographic p re c ip ita t io n  models f o r  use in  mountain w eatto r 
fo re c a s t in g . The enclosed testim ony o f  2 /12 /81  b e fo re  the House S ta te  A f fa i r s  
Committee p rov ides fu r th e r  d e ta i ls .

2 . House B i l l  No. 348 ($ 4 4 6 ,0 0 0 ). This i s  p r im a r i ly  f o r  op e ra tion  and 
maintenance o f  the system. The fo llow in g  ta b le  stows d ire c t  funding needed 
f o r ,  and in -k ind  d o l la r  va lu e  g iven t o ,  the system f o r  the period
7 /1 /8 1  -  6 /3 0 /8 2 . Amounts shown a re  based on an eva lu a tion  o f  both  tan g ib le  
and in tan g ib le  b en e fits  t o  the cooperating agency ind ica ted . The genera l 
concept i s  th a t a l l  cooperato rs w i l l  b e n e fit  through more e f fe c t iv e  management 
o f  t h e i r  in d iv id u a l program r e s p o n s ib i li t ie s . At the same tim e, they w i l l  be 
con trib u ting  to  the h ea lth  and w e lfa re  o f  A laska re s id en ts  and v i s i t o r s  t o  the 
S ta te .
Fo llow ing the ta b le , a s p e c if ic  n a rra t iv e  statement o f  purpose and b ene fit i s  
shown f o r  each p a rt ic ip a t in g  S ta te  coope ra to r. These a re  w ith in  the th ree  
Departments o f  P ub lic  S a fe ty , N a tu ra l Resources, and T ranspo rta tion  and P ub lic

Cooperating Agency
D ire c t Fundlnp Needed Estimated I n - K in l " T o ta l P ro jec t

Thousand $
$ Value

Thousand $X Thousand $ X X

A. S ta te

1. DPS $446(93) $3 1

2. DNR-Parks (195) 50 17

3 . DNK-Cool Survey (40) 5 2

4 . DNR-Foresty Land, 
hJ Water Mgt.

(20) 10 3

5. DOTLPF (98) 16 5

Sub to ta l $446 76X $84 28X $530 60X

B. Federal

6 . Forest Service 70 30 10

7. BUI 66 140* 47

8. Weather Service 35** 11

9 . S o il Cons. Serv. 9 3

C. M unicipa l

10. C ity  & Borough 
Juneau 5 3 1

Sub to ta l $141 24X $217 72X $358 4 OX

T o ta l cost $587 $301 $888

Note: Figures In  parenthesis fo r  S ta te  agencies represent d o l la r  b e n e fit to  the cooperator.

♦Inc ludes s a la ry , supp lies , conmunlcatlons 
and the maintenance and m ortiz in g  o f  the 
sp e c ia l c a p ita l Improvements (equipment) 
needed fo r  deve lop lrg  a flrew ea tho r fo recas t 
no t being furn ished by the N a tiona l Weather 
S erv ice .

* *  Includes sa la ry , o f f ic e  su pp lies , o f f ic e  space 
and ocher serv ices but not the  co s t to  the 
N a tiona l Weather Service  fo r  ga thering  the 
weather data and producing the weather fo recast 
products reeded f o r  making weather fo recasts .



1 . Department o f  P ub lic  S a fe ty  ($ 9 3 ,0 0 0 ) . Th is Department rep resen ts 
a l l  S ta te  in te re s ts  in  the program and ac ts as t t o  c e n t ra l o f f i c e  f o r  
the $446 ,000 "pass through" app rop ria tion  to  the A laska Avalanche and 
F ire  W eattor Forecast System adm inistered by the U .S . F o re s t S e rv ice  as 
ou tlin ed  in  the Master Agreement between a l l  p a r t ic ip a t in g  coope ra to rs .
The Department w i l l  b e n e fit  p r im a r i ly  from an expected decrease in  
accidents caused by snow avalanches and f i r e .  This shou ld r e s u lt  in  
le s s  impact and demand to  S ta te  Troopers f o r  emergency search and rescue 
m iss ion s , and a decrease in  expenditures f o r  such work. T to basic  
o b je c t iv e  o f  the combined system o f  avalanche warning and f i r e  weather 
fo re c a s tin g  i s  to  reduce lo s s  o f  l i v e s ,  p rop e rty , and p ub lic  
expend itures.

2 . Department o f  N a tu ra l Resources ($ 2 5 5 ,0 0 0 ). Three D iv is io n s  a re  
cooperating in  the program:

a . D iv is io n  o f  Parks ($ 1 9 5 ,TOO). Thousands o f  A laska re s id en ts  
and v i s i t o r s  use S ta te  Parks f o r  w in te r re c re a t io n  such as back 
country s k i to u rin g , snow-machining, and mountain c lim b ing . These 
peop le w i l l  b e n e fit  from the se rv ic e  being o f fe re d  by the 
Avalanche-Fireweather Forecasting  Center by p lann ing t r ip s  to  avoid 
n a tu ra l dangers as they deve lop . On the Chugach S ta te  P a rk  a lone 
la s t  y e a r , the re  were 153 ,000 w in te r v i s i t o r  days. The increasing  
r is k s  caused by increasing  use re s u lt s  in  a g re a te r  p o te n t ia l f o r  
an increase in  acc iden ts . The snow avalanche hazards and 
cond ition s th a t e x is t  in  A laska have re su lte d  in  a h igh number o f
f a t a l i t i e s  during the decade o f  the 1 9 70 's . The combination o f  the
permanent ic e  and snow f ie ld s  in  the mountainous t e r r a in  o f  A laska , 
w ith  a heavy sn ow fa ll during the w in te r, c rea tes t t o  p o te n t ia l f o r  
yearlong  avalanche danger.
During the p e riod  1970-78 the re  were 109 deaths from  snow
avalanches in  the United S ta te s . O f th ese , 23 , o r  more than 20% o f
the t o t a l ,  occurred in  A laska. During the same p e rio d , the S ta te  
o f  Colorado had 24 , and Washington had 21 f a t a la t i e s .  Mr. Doug 
F e s le r , Statew ide Sncw Ranger, D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s , has studied the 
A laska in c iden ts f o r  th a t p a r t ic u la r  p e riod  and he has concluded: 
(1 ) th e re  were 16 avalanches th a t caused the 23 f a t a l i t i e s ,  and he 
estim ates th a t f o r  every f a t a l i t y  th e re  have been 10 o th e r people 
caught in  an avalanche, but su rv ived ; (2)  most avalanche deaths 
were in  January (25% ), fo llow ed  by February (19%) and December and 
May (13%- each ); (3 ) re g io n a lly  in  A laska , 56% occurred in
Sou thcen tra l, 25% in  In t e r i o r ,  and 19% in  Sou theast; (4 ) most 
deaths were assoc ia ted  w ith  re c re a t io n a l a c t iv i t ie s  which included 
s k iin g , h ik ing , and clim bing .
Sec. 1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0  (3 )  o f  Chapter 76 p e rta in in g  to  the A laska Avalanche 
Warning System sp e c ifie s  coord inate a p ub lic  awareness program on 
avalanche danger." To do th is ,  the S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  Parks has 
been assigned re s p o n s ib i li ty  f o r  developing and operating  an 
e f fe c t iv e  Statewide Snow Avalanche Education Program under the 
d ire c t io n  o f  the A laska Avalanche and F irew eather Forecasting  
System.



To a s s is t  in  c a r ry im  ou t the program f o r  the 1981-82 w in te r season, 
$77 ,600 o f  the S ta te 's  ap p rop ria tio n  in  the AA/FWS operating program 
w i l l  be t ra n s fe r re d  to  the S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a rks . This amount i s  p a rt  
o f  the $195 ,000 b en e fit in g  S ta te  Parks .

b . D iv is io n  o f  G eo log ica l and Geophy s ic a l Surveys ($ 4 0 ,0 0 0 ) . AS
4 1 .0 8 .0 2 0  and 6AAC 8(h050 p la c e  prime re s p o n s ib i li t y  f o r  
id e n tify in g  and eva lua ting  g eo lo g ic a l hazards in  A laska w ith  the 
S ta te  G eo lo g is t . The A laska Avalanche Warning System w i l l  help in  
th is  re spec t, by inc reas ing  the  le v e l o f  knowledge gained through 
a d d it io n a l te ch n ic a l pe rsonne l working on the program and by 
gathering basic  weather and snow data in  high mountain te r r a in .
Two sp e c ific  p ro v is io n s  o f  the Act re la t in g  to  the warning system 
a re  (4 ) and (5 ) which a f fe c t  t t o  work o f  th is  D iv is io n . Sec.
1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0  (4 ) s ta te s  "c a ta log  a comprehensive a t la s  o f  avalanche 
paths and s lid e  occu rrences ," and (5 ) s ta te s  " a s s is t  lo c a l 
governments and s ta te  agencies in  J -te n t ify iig  hazardous avalanche 
zones and in  develop ing snow avalanche zoning re g u la t io n s . 1'
c . D iv is io n  o f  F o re s t , Land, and Water Management ($ 2 0 ,0 0 0 ) . A 
combined p a rt o f  th e  A laska Avalanche Warning System i s  ope ra tion  
o f  a Statew ide F ire  Weather Forecasting S e rv ice  during the summer. 
Th is enables a  fo re c a s tin g  cen te r t o  operate in  Anchorage to  handle 
both  the avalanche and firew ea th e r fo re c a s ts  on a yearlong  b as is .
I t  w i l l  r e s u lt  in  experienced, dedicated personne l operating in  
th is  sp e c ia lty  f i e ld .  The S ta te  F o re s te r i s  p a rt ic ip a t in g  in  the 
program and u t i l i z in g  th e  firew ea th e r fo re c a s tin g  aspects o f  i t .
The U .S . Bureau o f  Land Management has been t ra n s fe r r in g  w ild land 
f i r e  c o n tro l re s p o n s ib i li t y  to  the S ta te , and by 1985 the  S ta te  
F o re s te r 's  o rg an iza tion  i s  expected to  have the c a p a b i li ty  t o  be 
p ro tec ting  the n a tu ra l resources on 75 m i l l io n  acres o f  S ta te  and 
p r iv a te  lands aga in st lo s se s  due to  f i r e .  F irew eather fo recasting  
i s  an important management t o o l used f o r  decisionmaking in  f i r e  
p reven tion , p resupp ression , and suppression a c t iv i t y .  R e lia b le  
firew ea th e r fo re c a s ts  can save not on ly  l i f e  and p rop e rty , but 
thousands o f  d o l la r s  each y e a r in  f i r e  management p ra c t ic e s .

3 . Department o f  T ran sp o rta tion  and P ub lic  F a c i l i t i e s  ($ 9 8 ,0 0 0 ) .
There are  approxim ately 18U p re lim in a r i ly  id e n t i f ie d  avalanche paths 
c ross ing  p ub lic  highways and ra i lr o a d s  w ith in  t t o  S ta te . This s itu a t io n  
p resen ts a constant hidden danger t o  the lim ited  land  tra n sp o rta t io n  
c o r r id o r s , and since th e re  a re  no a lte rn a te  roads to  use , the p ub lic  i s  
c o n t in u a lly  exposed t o  these avalanche prone rou tes during the w in ter 
montlis.
Ih e  warning and fo rec a s tin g  se rv ic e  w i l l  not on ly  he lp  t o  p ro te c t t t o  
p ub lic  against these dangers, i t  w i l l  a ls o  enable th e  Department to  make 
more e f fe c t iv e  management dec is ions f o r  conducting a c tu a l avalanche 
c o n t ro l op e ra tion s , c lo s in g  highways to  p ub lic  use, e tc . This should 
r e s u lt  in  s a fe r  and more e f fe c t iv e  r e s u lt s ,  and th e re  should be a 
su b s tan tia l d o l la r  savings from  managing operations th a t would reduce 
the amount o f  o \e rtim e needed f o r  emergency s itu a t io n s .
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LAWS OF ALASKA

1980

Source Chapter N o.
HCS CSSB 301 119

AN  ACT

R e la t in g  t o  a v a la n c h e  w a rn in g  and c o n t r o l  s y s te m s ; and 
p r o v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te .’ ■ ■ ■

BE IT ENACTED EY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE 1 , L IN E  9

A p p ro ved  b y  ..he G o v e rn o r : Ju n e  3 0 , 1980
A c tu a l  E f f e c t i v e  D a te : J u ly  1 , 1980



C h a p t e r  119

AN ACT

R o la t in g  to  ava lanche  w arn ing  and c o n tro l system si 

and p ro v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te .

*  S e c tio n  1. AS 18 i s  amended by add ing  a new c h a p te r to  re a d :

CHAPTER 76. ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM.

Sec. 1 8 .7 6 .0 1 0 . PARTICIPATION IN  STATEWIDE AVALANCHE WARNING 

SYSTEM. The Departm ent o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty , a c t in g  in  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  a 

m u n ic ip a l i t y  o r  w ith  an agency o f  th e  fe d e ra l governm ent, s h a l l  p a r t i ­

c ip a te  in  th e  deve lopm ent and Im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  a s ta te w id e  ava lanche 

w a rn ing  system  and s h a l l  re p re s e n t th e  s ta te  i n  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th a t  

system . The s ta te w id e  system  s h a l l

(1 )  e s ta b l is h  and m a in ta in  a s e rv ic e  c e n te r  and p r im a ry  and 

supp lem entary f i e l d  s ta t io n s  to  g a th e r In fo rm a t io n  and d a ta  co n ce rn in g  

ground w eather c o n d it io n s ,  snow pack, and ava lanche  a c t i v i t y :

(2 )  fo re c a s t  snow ava lanche c o n d it io n s  th ro u g h o u t th e  s ta te :

(3 )  c o o rd in a te  a p u b l ic  awareness program  on ava lanche

dangeri

(A) c a ta lo g  a com prehensive a t la s  o f  ava lanche pa ths and 

s l id e  o cc u rre n c e s : and

(5 )  a s s is t  lo c a l governm ents and s ta te  agenc ies in  i d e n t i ­

f y in g  hazardous ava lanche  zones and in  d e v e lo p in g  snow ava lanche  zon ing  

re g u la t io n s .

*  Sec. 2 . AS 1 9 .05 .030  i s  amended by add ing  a new parag raph  to  re a d :

(7 )  deve lop  and im plem ent an ava lanche  c o n t ro l p la n  to  

p ro te c t  persons who use p u b l ic  h ighw ays.

*  See. 3. T h is  A c t takes  e f f e c t  Im m e d ia te ly  in  accordance w ith  AS 0 1 .1 0 .-  

0 7 0 (c ) .
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Funding, Information 
General Fund $446,000
Other Funds - 0-

$4467000

Introduced-; 3/17/81 
Referred: Finance'

I N  THE HOUSE BY M I L L E R

H O U S E  BIL L  NO. 348 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A LASKA 

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S SION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

ment of P ublic S a f e t y  for the A l a s k a  a v alanche w a r n i n g  

system; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. T h e  sum of $ 4 4 6 , 0 0 0  is a p propriated fr o m  the general fund 

to the Department o f  P u b l i c  S afety for the Alaska a v alanche w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. The u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

m ade by this Act lapses into the general fund June 30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in ac c o r d a n c e  wit h  AS 01.10.- 

070(c).

- 1 - HB 348
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" u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  
j e n e r a i  Fund $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  
Dther Funds -0-

$1307000

[M  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M I L L E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 18 

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

'or an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act m a k i n g  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the

D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y . f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the 

s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  system; and p r o v i d i n g  for 

a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  

iE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A SKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  s u m  of $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  f r o m  the g e n e r a l  fun d  

o the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  for c o n t r a c t  s e r v i c e s  to p r e p a r e  

r o g r a p h i c  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  m o d e l s  of S o u t h e a s t e r n  a nd S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  for 

se in the s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  s y s t e m  tAS 18.76.010)'.

* Sec. 2. T h e  u n e x p e n d e d  a n d  u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

a d e  b y  this Act l a p s e s  i n t o  t he g e n e r a l  f u n d  J u n e  30, 1982.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  Act ta k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  AS 0 1 . 1 0 . -  

7 0 ( c ) .

- 1 - HB 18



MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FINANCE COMtfTTTEE:

MY NAME IS  BOB JANES, AND I  AM REPRESENTING THE U .S . FOREST SERVICE TODAY 
IN  SUPPORT OF TWO APPROPRIATION BILLS FOR THE ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING 
SYSTEM AND FIRE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE. THESE TWO BILLS ARE H .B.
NO. 18 IN  THE AMOUNT OF $130 ,000 AND H .B . NO. 348 IN  THE AMOUNT OF $446 ,000 .

HOUSE BILL NO. 18 IS  FOR A CAPITAL INVESTMENT NEED. IT  WOULD ENABLE 
PROCEEDING WITH THE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF THE STATEWIDE 
SYSTEM WHICH WAS AUTHORIZED BY THE LAST SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE AND 
SIGNED INTO LAW JULY 1 , 1980 , AS CHAPTER 76 AMENDING AS 18.

TWO COMPUTERIZED OROGRAPHIC PRECIPITATION MODELS WOULD BE DEVELOPED FOR USE 
IN  MOUNTAIN WEATHER FORECASTING. BASICALLY, THEY WOULD DETERMINE THE 
EFFECTS OF TOPOGRAPHY ON WINTER PRECIPITATION FOR SPECIFIED GEOGRAPHIC 
AREAS. THE OBJECTIVE IS  TO PROVIDE A FAST, SIMPLE, AND ACCURATE TECHNIQUE 
TO FORECAST THE WATER EQUIVALENT OF THE NEW SNOWFALL FOR THE MOUNTAINOUS 
ZONES WHERE AVALANCHES START. SINCE LOADING OF THE AVALANCHE STARTING 
ZONES IS  THE PRIMARY TRIGGER FOR NATURAL AVALANCHES, THE SNOWFALL FORECAST 
WITH WATER EQUIVALENT IS  VITAL TO ACCURATE FORECASTING.

ONE MODEL WILL BE FOR SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA AND ONE WILL BE FOR SOUTHEAST 
ALASKA, COVERING MAJOR AREAS OF OCCUPANCY AND USE WHERE DANGEROUS AVALANCHE 
CONDITIONS EXIST. THE SOUTHCENTRAL MODEL WILL COVER NEARLY 90 ,000  SQUARE 
MILES ON A GRID 260 MILES BY 335 MILES STRETCHING PROM NEAR THE CANADIAN 
BORDER OF THE YUKON TERRITORY ON THE EAST, THEN WESTERLY TO THE KENAI



PENINSULA, AND NORTHERLY TO MT. McKINLEY NATIONAL PARK. IT  ENCOMPASSES THE 
CITY OF ANCHCRAGE, WITH OVER 200 ,000 POPULATION, AND SMALLER COMCNITIES OF 
GLENNALLEN, VALDEZ, CORDOVA, KENAI, HOMER, AND SEWARD; POUR MOUNTAIN 
RANGES ARE INVOLVED, THE CHUGACH MOUNTAINS, OR BACKYARD PLAYGROUND OF 
ANCHORAGE, AND THE WRANGELLS, TALKEETNA, AND KENAI RANGES.

THE SOUTHEAST MODEL WILL COVER A GRID AREA OF ABOUT 150 MILES WIDE AND 300 
MILES LONG, APPROXIMATELY 45 ,000  SQUi\RE MILES. IT  STRETCHES FROM NEAR THE 
CANADIAN BORDER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA TO THE SOUTH, AND NORTHERLY TO THE 
CANADIAN YUKON TERRITORY BORDER. IT  CONTAINS THE MASSIVE COAST MOUNTAIN 
RANGE SURROUNDING THE CITY OF JUNEAU, AND SMALLER CITIES OF KETCHIKAN, 
WRANGELL, PETERSBURG, HAINES, AND SKAGWAY; TO THE WEST, THE CITY OF SITKA 
LIES WITHIN THE GRID, AND SEVERAL TLINGIT-HAIDA NATIVE VILLAGES ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE MOUNTAINOUS ISLANDS.

THE PRODUCT WILL NOT BE A PROTOTYPE. THE BIDDER MUST SHOW THAT SIMILAR 
MODELS FOR OTHER GEOGRAPHIC AREAS MUST HAVE BEEN IN SUCCESSFUL OPERATION 
FOR THREE OR MORE YEARS. THOSE EXAMPLES AND THEIR OUTPUTS MUST BE 
SUBMIT).JD WITH THE BID AS AN INDICATION OF PERFORMANCE, INCLUDING A 
COMPARISON OF MODEL FORECASTS AND ACTUAL OBSERVED VALUES PCR BOTH SHORT 
TERM (1 -2 4  HOUR) FORECASTS AND FOR THE SEASONAL ACCUMULATION.

THESE TWO MODELS ARE A HIGH PRIORITY CAPITAL INVESTMENT NEED FOR THE 
OVERALL SYSTEM.



THE SECOND APPROPRIATION B ILL , H .B . NO. 348, IS  FOR OPERATION OF THE ALASKA 
AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECAST SYSTEM FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1 , 1981 
THROUGH JUNE 30 , 1982. THE STATE APPROPRIATION OF $446 ,000 SUPPLEMENTS 
$141 ,000 OF OTHER FEDERAL AND MUNICIPAL FUNDS, AND AMOUNTS TO 76% OF THE 
TOTAL $587 ,000 DIRECT FUNDING NEEDED FOR THE PROJECT.

THERE WILL BE AN ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL $301 ,000* OF CONTRIBUTED DOLLAR VALUE 
FROM COOPERATORS WHO FURNISH PERSONNEL, OFFICE SPACE, EQUIPMENT, SUPPLIES, 
ETC. FOR BOTH THE STATEWIDE AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECAST PROGRAM. OF 
THIS, THE STATE'S PROPORTION IS  $84 ,000  OR 28%. THE TOTAL ESTIMATED ANNUAL 
OPERATING COST IS  $888 ,000 WHICH IS  FINANCED 60% BY THE STATE AND 40% BY 
OTHER AGENCIES. THREE STATE DEPARTMENTS ARE INVOLVED, WITH PUBLIC SAFETY 
REPRESENTING THE STATE IN OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM. THE OTHER TWO 
DEPARTMENTS ARE NATURAL RESOURCES AND TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES, 
EACH WITH VESTED INTERESTS IN  THE PROGRAM. WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES, THERE ARE THREE DIVISIONS PARTICIPATING IN  THE PROGRAM: 
(1 ) PARKS, (2 )  GEOLOGICAL AND GEOPHYSICAL SURVEYS, AND (3 ) FOREST,
LAND, AND WATER MANAGEMENT.

THE ENCLOSED PROPOSED OPERATING BUDGET FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1 , 1981 THROUGH 
JUNE 30 , 1982 , AND THE DETAILED SPREADSHEET OF COOPERATING AGENCY 
PARTICIPATION AND BENEFITS, SHOW FURTHER EXPLANATION OF WHAT IS  INVOLVED IN 
THIS REQUEST.
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IT  IS  IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE AVALANCHE AND FIREWEATHER FORECASTING 
SYSTEM WILL BE A CONTINUING PROJECT, HAVING STARTED APRIL 1 , 1980. IT  IS  
PROGRAMMED FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT WHICH WILL PRODUCE A FULL-SCOPE 
INTENSIVE OPERATION BY THE WINTER OF 1985. BY THAT TIME, THE STATE MAY 
DESIRE TO ASSUME THE LEAD ROLE FROM THE USDA-FOREST SERVICE IN  OPERATION 
AND ADMINISTRATION, WITH THE OTHER FEDERAL AND MUNICIPAL COOPERATORS 
CONTINUING THEIR SUPTORT.

ADDITIONAL NEW COOPERATORS MAY PARTICIPATE AT ANY TIME. THE LEVEL OF STATE 
FUNDING? IS  EXPECTED TO REMAIN AT ABOUT 75%, WITH AN ANNUAL OUTLAY OF 
APPROXIMATELY $450 ,000 , PLUS AN APPROPRIATE INCREASE PCR INFLATION. 
ADDITIONAL CAPITAL EXPENSE NEEDS ARE EXPECTED TO NOT EXCEED $50 ,000 PER 
YEAR.

I  APPRECIATE YOUR TIME, AND WILL BE GLAD TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
OVERALL PROJECT.

*Does not inc lude the co s t to  the N a tion a l Weather S e rv ice  f o r  gathering 
and producing the weather p roducts needed f o r  a weather fo re c a s t .

Presented by Robert C. Janes, Deputy Director for State and Private Forestry,
USDA Forest Service, Alaska Region, at a Hearing on  _____________________ before
the House Finance Committee.



PROPOSED BUDGET

ALASKA AVALANCHE WARNING SYSTEM & FIRE WEATHER FORECASTING SERVICE

I .  PERSONNEL
(F o r P e riod  7 /1 /81  through 6 /3 0 /8 2 )

Cost to  N earest $100
Avalanche F ire

Program D ire c to r 150 days x  $ l65 /day $21 ,500 $3 ,300
M eteoro log is t 260 "  " ii 25 ,600 17 ,400
M eteoro log is t 260 " 140/day 19 ,900 16 ,600
M eteoro log is t (F i r e ) 116 " 110/day 0 13 ,000
Met. Tech. 
(Hackett) 10 11 100/day 1,000
Met. Tech. (F i r e ) 116 " 85/day 0 10,000
Met. Tech. (F i r e ) 116 " 85/day 0 10,000
Met. Tech. (Va ldez) 180 " 100/day 18 ,000
Met. Tech. (V a ldez) 180 " 90/day 16 ,200
Met. Tech. (Juneau) 180 " 85/day 15 ,300
Met. Tech. (Juneau) 180 " 85/day 15 ,300
Met. Tech. (Anchorage) 240 " 100/day 24 ,000
Met. Tech. (Kenai) 
(60% AAWS; 40% CNF)

180 " 85/day 9 ,2 00

C le rk  (AAPC) 180 " 55/day 9 ,9 00
- Sub t o t a l  S a la ry $175 ,900 $70 ,300

I I .  TRAVEL
A. P e r Diem and Commercial T rave l

Program D ire c to r  and M eteo ro log is ts  
Met. Techs. (F i r e )
Met. Techs. (V a ldez)
Met. Tech. (Juneau)

8,000

4 .5 0 0
4 .5 0 0

11 ,700
2,000
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Met. Tech. (Anchorage) 
Met. Tech. (Kenai)

Sub t o t a l  T rave l

5 .000
1.000 _____

$23 ,000 $13 ,700

B. V eh ic le  R en ta l
AA/FWFC GSA v e h ic le s  15 months X $165/mo $2 ,500

20 .000  m ile s @ 0 .40 /m i 
Juneau Met. Tech. v e h ic le  (GSA)

12 months x  $188/mo
4 .0 00  m ile s @ 0 .4 34  

Anchorage Met Tech v eh ic le  (GSA)
12 months x  188/mo 
20,000 m iles @ 0 .4 34  

Valdez Met. Tech. (S ta te  D0T&PF fu rn ished ) 
Kenai Met. Tech. (vehicle-Chugach NF fu rn ished )

7 ,7 00  5 ,2 0 0  $5 ,000

2 ,2 56
1 ,736

$2 ,256
3 ,680

4 ,0 0 0

$10 ,900
0
0

S ub -to ta l V eh ic les $20 ,100 $5 ,000

C. A ir c r a f t  C harte r -  H e lic op te r and Fixed-wing
Anchorage A rea: Hatcher Pass $5 ,000

Chugach S ta te  Park 5 ,000 
Kenai 5 ,000

Valdez Area: 
Juneau Area

(S ta te  D0T&PF fu rn ished )

S u b -to ta l A irc ra f t

15 ,000
0

8,000

$23 ,000

I I I .  SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
Sa fe ty  Equipment $9 ,000
Weather Equipment 16 ,000

S u b -to ta l E&S
Misc. Items 5,000

$30 ,000
$5,000

$5,000
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IV . SERVICES 
Radio Maintenance $4 ,000
Remote In strum en tation  M aint. 2 ,0 0 0
GOES P la t fo rm  3 ,5 00
Telephone 8 ,0 00

S u b -to ta l S e rv ices $17 ,500

V. CONTRACTING
Weather Observations -  Hatcher Pass $12 ,000 11 "  Summit Lake 2 ,0 0 0

"  "  M ile  14 (Va ldez) 2 ,0 0011 11 Salmon C r. Res . 2 ,0 0 011 11 3 undesig. s i t e s 6 ,0 00  _________
$24 ,000

V I. SNOW AVALANCHE EDUCATION PROGRAM
To be tra n s fe r re d  to  S ta te  D iv is io n  o f  P a rk s :
C ontractua l S e rv ices $20 ,000
Supp lies arid Equipment 5 ,000
T ranspo rta tion  P e r Diem Sc Comm T rave l $6 ,000

V eh ic le  6 ,0 00 12,000
Park  Ranger I I I  (new p o s it io n ) 40 ,600

(Avalanche In fo rm a tion  S p e c ia lis t )
S u b -to ta l $77 ,600

V I I .  CAPITAL INVESTMENT
B ird  Ridge Cabin -  f o r  use w ith DOTScPF 
avalanche c o n tro l program -  Seward Highway 
and lo c a l fo re c a s tin g

S ub -to ta l $25 ,000

3 ,0 00
$3 ,000
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Operation 
C ap ita l Investment 
Contingency

VIII. SUMMARY OF COSTS

Avalanche
$391 ,100

25 .000
18 .000

General Admin. Asses. (9%) 45 ,1 0 0

F ire
$94 ,000

0
6,100

- -L Z 0 0 ,

T o ta l
$485 ,100

25 ,000
24 ,100
52 ,800

T o ta l P ro je c t  Cost $479 ,200 $107 ,800 $587 ,000



F u n d i n g  Inform a t i o n  
G e n e r a l  fund
Ot h e r  Funds

W 5 .0 0 0- 0-
$ 4 4 6 , 0 0 0

Introduced: 3/17/81
R e f e r r e d : F i n ance

I N  T H E  HOUSE B Y  M I L L E R

H O U S E  BIL L  NO. 348 

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST S E S S I O N  

A BIL L

F or an Act entitled: "An Act m a k i n g  a special a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t­

men t  o f  P ublic S a f e t y  for the A l aska a v a l a n c h e  w a r n i n g  

system: and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective date."

BE IT E N A CTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. T h e  sum of $446,000 is approp r i a t e d  from the general fund 

to the Department of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  for the A laska a v alanche w a r n i n g  system.

* Sec. 2. The u n e x p e n d e d  and u n o b l i g a t e d  p o r t i o n  of the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

m a d e  b y  this Act lapses into the general fund June 20, 1982.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c ordance w i t h  AS 01.10.-



POSITION PAPER

HOUSE BILL >:0. 348

"An Act making a special appropriation to the Department of Public 
Safety for the Alaska avalanche warning system; and providing for an 
effective date."

1TB No. 348 provides .5446,000 to the Department of Public Safety for 
the Alaska avalanche warning system.

The Department of Health and Social Services believes that an avalanche 
warning and control system is necessary to reduce the risk of avalanche 
which occasionally results in serious injuries or death.

Mr. Doug Fessler of the Alaska State Parks recently completed, a study 
of avalance fatalities which occurred between 1970 ana 1979. Based 
on this study, the following facts were gathered:

1) There were 17 fatal avalanches involving 24 fatalities. It 
• . was estimated that for every fatality there have been 10 others

who were caught in an avalanche, but survived.

2) Most avalanche deaths were in January (294), followed by May 
(17%), and February and August (13% each).

3) Regionally, 337<> occurred in the Interior, 54% occurred in 
Southcentral, and 13% occurred in Southeast.

4) Most deaths were associated with recreational activities in­
cluding skiing, hiking and climbing.

The Department of Health and Social Services supports the concept of 
this bill.

Recommended by r c I .?• r______________

David Bruce. Deputy Director 
Division of Public Health



FISCAL N O T E

R E Q U E S T  House B i l l  f'o 3 48B i l l /R e so lu t io n  N o . h0USe B 11 ° ‘ ______________________
T it le  "An A c t  m ak ing  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  th p  n^r o f  P u h l - >  S^ J e 

 Date >'■>/ 2 0 / c.
f o r  awftl ar.rhe

Requested by_ C om m is s io n e r '  s O f f i c e

I I . F IS C A L  D E T A IL
Agency A ffec ted • D e p t ,  o f  H e a l t h  and S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s
P rog ram  Category A f fe c ted P u b l i c  H e a l t h
B R U ,  Program , o r  Subp rog ram (s ) A f fec ted__________ ;_____________________________________________________ _
(N o te :  I f  m ore  than one budget componen t is a f fec ted , separate line-item am oun ts  and fund ing f o r  each 

componen t in the analysis section .)
E X P E N D IT U R E S  (Thousands o f  D o l la rs )  

F Y  8 1 F Y  8 2 F Y  8 3 F Y  8 4 F Y  .85 . F Y  3 5
100  P E R S O N A L  S E R V IC E S 0 0 0 0 - . 0 0
2 0 0  T R A V E L 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L 0 0 0 0 0 0
4 0 0  C O M M O D IT IE S 0 0 0 ....Q . n 0
5 0 0  E O U IPM E N T 0 0 0 0 0 0
6 0 0  L A N D  & S T R U C T U R E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 0 0  G R A N T S .  C LA IM S . ETC . 0 0 n 0 n 0

0 0 0 n o 0
T O T A L 0 0. 0 0 0 0

F U N D IN G  (Thousands o f  D o l  

G E N E R A L  F U N D

lars)
0 0 0

V. •

0 0 0
F E D E R A L  FU N D S 0“ 0“ 0 0 - ( j— 0
O T H E R  (Spec i fy  Fund Source! 0 0 0 0 0 0

•

PO S IT IO N S

F U L L  T IM E 0 0 0 0 0 0
PA R T  T IM E 0 0 0 0 n ' .. o
T E M P O R A R Y 0 0 0 0 0 . 0

I I I .  A N A L Y S IS  (See Fiscal N o te  Prepa ra t ion  Instruc tions , Section I I I )

IV .  D A T E  3 / 2 0 / 8 1 ___________________ P R E P A R E D  B Y  H s r l :  J o h n s o n  .______
. . .  A G E N C Y  D p p t . o f  H e a l t h  1 S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ____________________________

Orig inal: Legislative Finance PH O N E  - 4_o5-3C27________________________
cc: Budget and Management / /  . : !  • ; /

Prime Sponso r (F i rs t  Legislator Named) MSB A pp ro v e  1 y  ’ ■ . . •_________

3 3 - 0 0 i (Rev. 1 2 / 8  0



T H E  LEGISLATURE OF T H E  STATE O F  A L A S K A
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T  34g

TiUe^’̂' ^ c t ^ a k i n g - special appropriation to Public Safety for the Avalanche Warning System 

Requested by   Date________________________

I I .  F IS C A L  D E T A IL
Agency A f f e c t e d _________ D e p a r tm e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ________________________________________________
Prog ram  Catego ry  A f fe c ted A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e _____________________________________________
B R U ,  P rog ram , o r  Subp rog ram (s )  A f fec ted D e ta chm en ts  § C IB ________________________________________
(N o te :  I f  m ore  than one budget com ponen t is a f fec ted , separate line-item am oun ts  and fund ing f o r  each 

com ponen t in the analysis section .)
E X P E N D IT U R E S  (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )

F Y  81 F Y  82 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 ,FY 36

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 43.8 47 .3 51.1 55.2

?.oo T R A V E L 6.5 7.0 7.6 8.2

300 C O N T R A C T U A L 399.0 430.9 465.4 502.6

400 C O M M O D I T I E S 2.2 2.4 2.6 2.8

500 F.OIJIPMENT 2.0

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.

T O T A L 451.5 487.6 526.7 570.8

F U N D IN G  (Thousands o f  D o l la r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D 451.5 487.6 526.7 570.8

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source)

P O S IT IO N S

F U L L  T IM E 1 1 1 1 1
P A R T  T IM E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

To implement the Alaska Avalanche Warning System, the U.S. Forest Service, 
as coordinator of the program, has prepared an operating budget totalling 
$586,750 for FY 82. The funding participants of the program are the 
State of Alaska, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and 
the City and Borough of Juneau. The State’s share is 763 or $446,000.
The subject bill appropriates the State’s portion to the Department of 
Public Safety. The State participants are Department of Natural Resources, 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, and Department of 
Public Safety. The budget contains $25,000 of a "capital" nature, 
namely "construct a weather observation station and overnight facility 
at Bird Ridge." The major capital expenditure has been covered under HB 
18 as a supplemental appropriation for use beginning FY 81.

. ) - continued

IV. D A T E  April 8, 1981__________ P R E P A R E D  B Y  G a r c i a  Lynn McKenzie, Budget Analyst
A G E N C Y  Department of Public Safety______________

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E  465-4349___________________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 1 2 / 8  0)



III. ANALYSIS - continued HB 348

For FY 82, the operating portion of the appropriation, $421.0 will be 
expended in two major segments, approximately $343.4 towards a cooperative 
contractual agreement and $77.6 for an information and education program 
to be run by the Department of Natural Resources, including the establishment 
of a Park Ranger III position (range 18). For FY 83 through FY 86, an 
annual inflation factor of 83 is applied to the total operating budget, 
with an allowance for replacement equipment in FY 86.
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I I .

IV .

0.

(a) Jonstruct a weather observation station
and overnight Tacility at bird nidge .........

This to be considered a state DCTiPS 
investment.

TOTAL CPSRATIITG CCLT.........................

TCTiTL CAPITAL I:!VrSTi2I!T.....................

TOTAL GffllTEXJEMCY.............................

TOTAL OPERATING PL/JJ POP AVaLAIKJIS UARITING

■ Tiro. heather, ~ervicn

1. Personnel.............................................

2 . P e r  diem anrl commercial travel.......................

3. Transportation......................................... .

4. Ouppl'es and equipment............................

TOTAL OPLPATIIIG LOOT..........................

su: mary - AA/Q/l-'tFS

TOTAL COST....................................

PLUG 9^ .ibGLSLISMT FOR GUI. ADI U N .........

TOTAL PROJECT GOST....... ..

Ourprestou Sharc-Ftnanoiny

1. state DUlt (Parks 0195,000: G3 040,000;
Fire,Land, hater hgt 020,000); D G T ^ F  393,000;

 \m,9o o ,   ....................................................
2. U.G. Bureau of Land i-anagenent....................

3. U.3. Forest Service..................................

4. City and Borough of Juneau..........................

TC-TAL

' 0  r, v*.5,000

5415.300 

25,000 

35,000

0440.300

V 65,640 

13,000 

5,000 

5.00-0

v 93,640

0533,940

52.310

0536,750

Per-Cent

0446,000 76.01

66,000 11.21

70,000 12.01

4.750 0.3a.

0536,750



I-or Period 7 /1/C1 thru 6/3Q/H2 at ate budget
Federal Budget

.B la n c h e  . . a r l r i .
1. Personnel

(a) One Program Director (si;: months)
(b) T.;c •|ieteorolog:Lsts (seven, and oiie-lialf nonths)
(c) Five meteorological technicians (seven nonths), 

(Two at Valdez:; Tv;o at Juneau; one at. hcnai)
(d) One meteorological technician (twelve months) 

tat Anchorage)
(e) One clcrlc-typist (si;: mouths)

Total.

2, Per diem and commercial travel Tor the staff
noted above. Total

3. Tm:p npxtatipn.

(a) Vehicles......... ................. ->26, '100

(b) ' Helicopter charter.........  23,000

Total

aafoty equipment; weather equipment, etc Total

Iladio maintenance; remote instruments ;
telephone; etc  ..................... To tal

6. Avilir.hct in ^ .
(a) '.."eather observations  ......... 02/+,000

(b) Information and Education
• -• p r o g r a m ...........................   20,000 Total

7 . £ i£ o iia k ipn ^nd,^ ^ cat iq iiJhiLBTVA
(a) ISD Specialist balary /±    24,000
(b) Supplies end equipment.............  5,000

(c) Transportation.....................  6,000

(d) Contractual services / Z ..........(20,000) Total



The ILL specialist is Tor a new position with 
the state Division of Parks.

Funding and additional staffing are needed for 
a full-time position, a Park Hanger UT. The 
incumbent will function as a member of the Alaska 
Avalanche L a m i n g  system, which was created by the 
19C0 btate Legislation, AS1S sec I2.76.010j prime 
duties *.,111 be to develop and ii lnlenent a Gtate- 
vri.de avalanche education program. The incumbent 
will be responsible for conducting an Alaska 
Avalanche school, five Regional Avalanche Workshops, 
avalanche training workshops for AAvJii coopcrators 
and non-profit organizations, and coordinating 
general avalanche awareness programs throughout the
S ucL Li e «

The total cost of the Information and Education 
Program is 655,000. This complete amount will be 
reimbursed to the Division of state Parks by the 
Forest service administering the Cooperative Uork 
Deposit Fund. 620,000 of that total is for contractual 
services.

Refer to the attached Organization Chart for 
personnel structure and location.
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STATE OF ALASKA 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNORmm

■ : '■ •
S ILL ANALYSIS

SpoftKtr (Principal)

MillerPub lic  S a fe ty
Department Position

Support

Com m lw lo n o r
William R. Nix

Division Director
■■ Walter V. Lawson

g o v e r n o r 's  o f f ic e  0 $ e

Commen tt :

. □  Petition Noted

SUMMARY-
1. b lO ther Agonclat Affscttd by Bill N a t u r a l _ R e s o u r c e s
Transportation and Public Facilities______
2* b} Organizational Opposition to  Bill2. a) Organizational Support for Bill

Unknown• Unknown

3. Program Effect* of Bill

Q  Flacal Nota Attachtd4. Flacal Impact:

6. Amandmanta Propotad:

0. Comment*:
To implement the Alaska Avalanche Warning System, the U.S. Forest Service, 
as coordinator of the program, has prepared an operating budget totalling 
$586,750 for FY 82. The funding participants of the program are the 
State of Alaska, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Forest Service and 
the City and Borough of Juneau. The State's share is 761 or $446,000.
The subject bill appropriates the State's portion to the Department of 
Public Safety. The State participants are Department of Natural Resources 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, and Department 
Public Safety. The budget contains $25,000 of a "capital" nature, 
namely "construct a weather observation station and. overnight facility

.■ v continued

o u o p a i R t v .  e/so)-



6. Comments - continued HB 348

at Bird Ridge." The major capital expenditure has been covered under HB 
18 as a supplemental appropriation for use beginning FY 81.

Required funding for operating costs for FY 83 and subsequent years will 
have to be incorporated into the regular budget request of the Department 
and is estimated as follows using a 8% inflation factor:

FY 83 
FY 84

$

FY 85 
FY 86
FY 87

451.5
487.6
526.7
570.8 
614.3

Note: FY 83 cost is 81 above FY 82 after adjusting for capital expendi­
ture included in the total FY 82 appropriation.

jC




