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THE LEG ISLATURE OF THE STA.TE OF ALASKA
T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  

FISCAL N O T E

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. HOUSE BILL NO. 1 9 6  ( P a g e  1 o f  3 )______________________
Title A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the A l a s k a  St a t e  w e a t h e r  a n d  C l i mate

P r o g r am a n d  A l a s k a  State C l i m a t e  Center

R e q u e s t e d  b y  the Rules Comm i t t e e  by R e q u e s t  of the G o v e r n o r  Date:

FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected U n i v e r s i t y  of A laska
Program Category Affected P u b l ic  In f o rm a t io n  S e r v ic e ____________ •_______________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected O rg . R e s e a rc h , A r c t i c  E n v iro n m e n ta l I n f o  & 'D ata  C ntr  
(Note: If more than one budget component is affecte'd, separate line-item am ounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f Dollars)

FY 8 1 FY 8 2 FY 83 FY 8 4  ' F Y .8 5 .F Y 8 6 -
100 PERSONA I. SERVICES 7 7 .7 3 3 .2 8 9 .0 . 9 5 - 2 1 0 1 .9
?00 TRAVET. 6 .8 7 .7 8 .8 1 0 ,0 1 1 .4
300 CONTRACTUAL 1 6 .4 1 8 .7 2 1 .3 2 A J ______ 2 7 .7
400 COMMODITIES 4- . 6 .  _ 5 .2 5 .9 .  6 .7  . . . 7 .6
500 EOUIPMENT 8. 5 2 .9 1 .6 . . . 1 .6
600 LAND & STRUCTURES •
700 GRANTS. CLAIM S^ETC___

TOTAL 1 1 4 .0 1 1 7 .7  * 126'. 6 1 3 7 .8 1 5 0 .2

FUNDING (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 1 1 4 .0 1 1 7 .7 1 2 6 .6 1 3 7 .8 1 5 0 .2
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Fund Source)

.

POSITIONS 

FULL TIME * 3 3 3 3 3
PART TIME 1 1 l 1 i
TEMPORARY

*0f these, o n e  p o s i t i o n  is n e w

III. ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)
Th i s  bil l  e s t a b l i s h e s  formally a st a t e  w e a t h e r  and c l i m a t e  p r o g r a m  to 
re c o g n i z e  a nd i m p r o v e  the existing p r o g r a m  and d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  
elements.

Since Jul y  of 1973 the Un i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a ' s  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  

and Da t a  C e n t e r  has a b s o r b e d  the costs of p ublic c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  services 

p r e v i o u s l y  f u r n i s h e d  by the National W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e ' s  r e g i o n a l / s t a t e  c l i m a t o l o g y  

program. D u r i n g  FY8 1  the center d e d i c a t e d  7 m a n  m o n t h s  to this effort.
Due to i n c r e a s i n g  d emand for such serv i c e s  c a u s e d  by b o t h  g o v e r n m e n t  and 

p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t  in a l t e r n a t i v e  energies, r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and transportation, 

etc., the n e e d  a r i s e s - f o r  an incr e a s e  in the level of e f fort b y  21 m a n  m o n t h s ,

(see a t t a c h e d  page 2)
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HOUSE B IL L  NO. 196 ( P a g e  2 o f  3 ) 
m a k i n g  for a to t a l  ded i c a t e d  28 m a n  months. T h e  a b o v e  p e r s o n a l  s e r vice 

d o l l a r ' f i g u r e  is ba s e d  o n  6 a d d i t i o n a l  m a n  m o n t h s  for a c o m b i n a t i o n  of 2 

a t m o s p h e r i c  scientists, 8 a d d i t i o n a l  m a n  m o nths of a s c i e n c e  technician, 

and 6 m a n  m onths for a n e w  p o s i t i o n  of data c o n trol clerk.

I
Thi s  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  f or i n c r e a s e d  us e r  oriented services through: d e s i g n

of w i n d  data summaries for w i n d  power; envir o n m e n t a l  data i n f o r m a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

for solar energy; clim a t i c  dat a  i n f o r m a t i o n  for c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e s i g n  planning, etc. 

i n i t i a t i o n  of s u m m a r i e s  and t he e x t e n s i o n  of r ecord p e r i o d s  of exis t i n g  s u mmaries 

b y  c o m p u t e r  p r o c e s s i n g  of v o l u m i n o u s  r a w  data.

Y e a r s  sub s e q u e n t  to F Y 8 2  ha v e  b e e n  e s timated b y  us i n g  a 7% i n c r e m e n t  f actor in 

p e r s o n a l  services and a 14% i n f l a t i o n a r y  factor in travel, contractual, a n d  

commodities. T h e s e  f a c tors w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t  to changes in the a c t u a l  p r i c e  

structures.



• BUDGETARY BACK-UP FOR

HOUSE B IL L  NO . 1 9 6  (P a g e  3 o f  3 )

- FY82 PROJECTED

.PERSONAL SERVICES:

(incl. Staff Benefits) M A N  M O N T H S  T O T A L

FY81 G F  R F  FY82 G F  R F  Th i s  b u d g e t  G F

J. Wise, A t mosph.Sci. 4 8  9 3  5

A. Comiskey, A t mosph.Sci. 1 5  3 3  2

R. Becker, Sci. T e c h n i c i a n  2 10 10 2 8

D a t a  Control C l e r k  Gr. 12 - - 6 6  6

T o t a l  P e r s o n a l  Serv i c e s

T R A VEL:

I n - S t a t e  M e e t i n g s  & C o n f e rences 

O u t - o f - S t a t e  M e e t i n g s  a n d  Confs.

2,800

4,000

To t a l  T r a v e l

CONTRACTUAL:

P r o g r a m m i n g  C o n s u l t a n t  

D u p l i c a t o r  rental 

M i c r o f i l m  services 

C o m p u t e r  c h a r g e s / t i m e  sharing 

Co m m u n i c a t i o n s

E q u i p m e n t  m a i n t e n a n c e  and misc.

5,700

2,050

1,900

2,300

3,250

1,200

Total C o n t r a c t u a l  S e r v i c e s

C O M M O D I T I E S :

C l i m a t e  data a c q u i s i t i o n  1,220

O f f i c e  and c o m p u t e r  supplies 2,800

S t o r a g e  boxes and misc. 580

Total Commod i t i e s

E QUIPMENT:

C o m p u t e r  1/0 e q u i p m e n t  6,800

M i c r o f i c h e  & tape s t o rage cabs. 1.150

C a l c u l a t o r  • 550

T o ta l Equipment

Am o u n t

29,070

1 0 ,712

22,504

1 5 , 4 3 8

77,724

6,800

1 6,400

4,600

8,500

TOTAL PROJECTED FY82 EXPENDITURES $114 ,024



BY T H E  RULES COMM I T T E E  BY 
IN THE HOUSE R E Q U E S T  OF THE GOVERNOR

H O U S E  BILL NO. 196 

IN T HE LE G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE O F  A LASKA 

T W E L F T H  LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to e s t a blishment of the Alaska State

Center and a state weather and climate program."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S LATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. L E G I S L A T I V E  FINDINGS. The legislature finds that:

(1) w e a t h e r  and climate changes affect all hu m a n  activities and 

general welfare?

(2) an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w e a ther and climate patterns is essential 

to food and e nergy production; construction; natural reso u r c e  development 

and management; determinations of land use; community development; i m p r o v e­

ment of transportation, communications, and use of water resources; and the 

w e l l -being of the people of Alaska;

(3) programs of ba s i c  and applied climatic r e s e a r c h  are important 

functions of several University of A laska institutes and centers, including 

the Agricultural Ex p e r i m e n t  Station; the Arctic Environmental Inform a t i o n

and Data Center; the Geophysical Institute; the Institutes of A r c t i c  B i o­

logy, M arine Science, and Water Resources; and the Alaska Sea Grant Program;

(4) w e a ther and climate i nformation i:; essential to the programs 

of several agencies, e s p ecially the Departments of Commerce and Economic 

Development, E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Conservation, Fish and Game, N a t u r a l  Resources, 

Public Safety, and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Public Facilities;

(5) the Nati o n a l  Climate P r o g r a m  Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901-2908, p r o­

vides for the estab l i s h m e n t  of a.p r o g r a m  for federal and state cooperative 

activities in climate studies and advisory services, and for annual grants 

to states for these activities if the state has adopted a state climate

In t ro d u c e d : 2/19/81
R e fe r re d : H e a lt h ,E d u c a t io n  &
S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  and F inance
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p r o g r a m  in accordance w i t h  the pro v i s i o n s  of the National Climate P r o gram 

A c t ;

(6) the Arctic Envir o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  and Data Center p r e s e n t­

ly pii^’.des climatological services for the state under agreement b e t w e e n  

the University of Alaska and the National O c e anic and Atmosp h e r i c  A d m i n i s­

tration; and

(7) b y  virtue of the Nati o n a l  Climate P r o g r a m  Act, it w o u l d  be

h i g h l y  beneficial for the State of A l a s k a  to esta b l i s h  a state weather and

c l i mate p r o gram to recognize and improve the existing program, and to d e­

velop additional programs as required.

* Sec. 2. AS 14.40 is amended by a d d i n g  a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 14.40.085. E S T A B L I S H M E N T  OF ALASKA STATE CLIMATE CENTER.

(a) The u n i versity shall e s t a b l i s h  an Alaska State Climate Center

within an appropriate unit of the university. The admi n i s t r a t i o n  and 

management of the center is under the direction of a uni v e r s i t y  e m­

ployee designated the "state c l i matologist."

(b) The Alaska State Climate Center shall:

(1) prepare and update on a biennial basis a plan for the 

systematic acquisition and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of c l i mate-related i n f o r m a­

tion; the plan must i n c l u d e :

(A) an assessment of w e a ther and climate information 

needs in Alaska;

(B) a r e a sonable basis for setting priorities among 

these n e e d s ; and

(C) a p r o g r a m  for coordi n a t i n g  the activities of all 

available sources of weather- and climate-related i n f o r mation 

sources in order to meet the h i g hest p r i o r i t y  needs and to carry 

out the provisions of this section;

(2) e stablish a state climate planning advisory group com-

-2- HB 196
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po s e d  of at least three members fro m  organizations w h i c h  provide 

clim a t e - r e l a t e d  information, and at least three members fro m  o r g a n i­

zations w h i c h  use climate- r e l a t e d  i n f o r mation on a regular basis or 

fr o m  the general public;

(3) solicit and consider the advice and recommendations of 

the state climate p l a n n i n g  advi s o r y  group in pre p a r i n g  and updat i n g  the 

biennial pl a n  for ac q u i s i t i o n  and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of climate-related 

information;

(4) o p e rate and m a i n t a i n  a central rep o s i t o r y  and archive 

for reports, books, maps and other records, and publications relating 

to w e a t h e r  and c l i m a t ological information;

(5) p r o v i d e  for p u blic access to weather and climatological 

i n f o r m a t i o n  and technical advisory services j and

(6) enter into c ooperative agreements, on behalf of the 

state and the university, in order to achieve intergovernmental climate 

p r o g r a m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by the United States and the state; these a g r e e­

ments must be c o n s istent w i t h  the provisions of the National Climate 

P r o g r a m  Act, 15 U.S.C. 2901 -- 2908.

(c) The Alaska State Climate Center may:

(1) investigate, describe, and interpret the characteristics 

of the w e a ther and climate of the state, including its hazards and 

limitations;

(2) c o o r dinate w i t h  state and federal agencies in matters 

co n c erning w e a t h e r  data acquisition, collection, i n t e g ration and s t o r­

age;

(3) m o n i t o r  federal w e a t h e r - r e l a t e d  activities to assure 

that the interests of the state are b e i n g  served;

(4) conduct r e s e a r c h  activities on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 

solar, wind, and water resources wh i c h  assess the impact of climate

-3- HB 196
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fluctuations on these r e s o u r c e s ;

(5) p u b l i s h  bulletins, circulars, maps, or reports of the 

results of all r e s e a r c h  and investigations u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the climate 

center, and distribute them to state agencies, gov e r n m e n t  officials, 

industry, and the p u b l i c ;

(6) provide lectures, talks, displays, and exhibits on the 

climate of the state for the general e d u c a t i o n  of the public; and

(7) enter into cooperative arrangements w i t h  local, state, 

and federal government agencies; foundations; universities; businesses; 

and other o r g a nizations engaged in c l i m a t e -related research and s e r­

vices .

-4- HB 196



I
F e b r u a r y  1 8 ,  1 9 8 1

T h e  H o n o r a b le  J im  D u n ca n  
S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  AK 99811 

D e a r  M r. S p e a k e r :

U n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a r t .  I l l ,  s e c .  18 , o f  t h e  A la s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  I  am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a b i l l  ‘r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s t a t e  c l i m a t e  a nd  w e a th e r  p r o g r a m  a nd  
a s t a t e  c l i m a t e  c e n t e r .  T h i s  b i l l  w as o r i g i n a l l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  a s  HB 4 1 3 . T h i s  
v e r s i o n  i s  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e ’ s  CSH B  4 1 3 .

T h e  p ro g r a m  w o u ld  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a p l a n ,  
u p d a t e d  o n  a b i e n n i a l  b a s i s ,  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  a n d  d i s ­
s e m in a t i o n  o f  c l i m a t e  r e l a t e d  d a ta  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e  
p l a n  w o u ld  i n c l u d e  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  c l i m a t e  
d a ta  a nd  i n f o r m a t i o n  n e e d s ,  a b a s i s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  
p r i o r i t i e s  among t h e s e  n e e d s ,  a n d  a p ro g ra m  f o r  
o r c h e s t r a t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  to w a r d  m e e t in g  t h e s e  
n e e d s .  A  S t a t e  C l i m a t e  P la n n in g  A d v i s o r y  G ro u p , co m p o s e d  
o f  m em bers f r o m  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  c l i m a t e  
r e l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a ta  a n d  fr o m  t h e  p u b l i c  s e c t o r  
a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  u s e  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  w o u ld  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  u p d a t in g  t h e  p l a n .

I n  o r d e r  t o  im p le m e n t  t h e  p l a n ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u ld  p r o v i d e  
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  c l i m a t e  c e n t e r  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A la s k a .  T h e  c e n t e r  w o u ld  o p e r a t e  and  
m a in t a in  a c e n t r a l  r e p o s i t o r y  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a nd  d a ta  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  w e a th e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  o f  A la s k a ,  p r o v i d e  
w e a th e r  a n d  c l i m a t o l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a nd  t e c h n i c a l  
a d v i s o r y  s e r v i c e s  t o  c l i m a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  u s e r s ,  and  
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  c l i m a t e  p ro g ra m  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  
P ro g ra m  A c t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t e r  w o u ld  b e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c l i m a t e ;



r e s e a r c h  a n d  a ssess t h e  i m p a c t  o f  c l i m a t e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  on 
the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  solar, wind, and w a t e r  resources; 
m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  all r e s e a r c h  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  
the center; c o n t r i b u t e  to th e g e n e r a l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  the 
p u b l i c  on t h e  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  state; and e n t e r  in to 
c o o p e r a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
e n g a g e d  in c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  research.

This b i l l  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  the 
N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t e  P r o g r a m  Act, P u b l i c  L a w  95-367, u n d e r  
w h i c h  the s t a t e  m a y  b e  e l i g i b l e  to receive- u p  to a 
50 p e r c e n t  g r a n t  to c o v e r  the cost s o f  c o n d u c t i n g  
c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  s t u d i e s  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  c l i m a t e - r e l a t e d  
services.

Sincerely,

s /

J a y  S. H a m m o n d
G o v e r n o r
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(A la sk a  J i i a i e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

C o m m i t t e e  o n  R e s o u r c e s

Terry Gardiner, Co-Chairman Pouch V
Fred F. Zharoff, Co-Chairman State Capitol
465-3715 Juneau, Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: Hou se F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  .Staff

mmrttee-'
FROM: K r i s t i n e  Harder, A

Ho u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e

RE: H.B. 196

P l e a s e  hav e the F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  change the title of H.B. 196 

to read "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the A l a s k a  State 

C l i m a t e  C e n t e r  and a state w e a t h e r  a n d  c l i m a t e  program." The 

bill title was d r a f t e d  incorrectly, and the R e s o urces C o m m i t t e e  

S u b s t i t u t e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d  to correct the oversight.




