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March 28, 1979

A N C H O R A G E . A L A S K A  99507

Honorable Patrick Rodev

Alaska State Sar.ate 

Pouch V

jur.eau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Rodev.

Recent events in Iran have raised fearc icr the future cf religious minorities, particularly 

the 1argest of them-the Baha’i community. Since last September a number of anti-Baha'i 

Outbreaks occurred Ln various cities, towns and villages with some deaths and a great deal 

cf injury cf persons and properties.

The campaign directed against the Baha’is has reached the shores of America. On 

February 6. i979, l.'.ar.sour Farhang, an Iranian who teaches at Sacramento State College, 

accused the Iranian Baha’is of hating Muslims ar.d committing many crimes against the 

nation He claimed that General Naslri, former head of SAVAK, is a Baha'i, implying the 

;u3t of all Baha’is by association. The fact is that Nasiri is not a Baha’i. The February K  

is?«e of the New York Times reported the assurance given to Jewish leaders by a represen* 

tative cf Ayatollah Khomeni that all religious minorities except the Baha'is would have 

' full political, cultural and religious nghts." The Ayatollah, it was said, regards the E&ha’i 

Faith as a "political rather than a religious movement."

The Baha’i community in Iran, '.ike Baha’i communities everywhere, abstains from all 

political activity, is peaceful, works toward brotherhood among nations and races, pro* 

meter religious tolerance, »nd seeks mutual understanding with member? of all faiths and 

mc-^ps It :? therefore mcst regrettable that the more fanatical and extremist elements 

am . the Iranian Muslims have once again chosen the Baha’is as scapegoats and have ex* 

ter.de: thru campaign !c the Ur.it̂ i States

As repicntr.iiUves cf the Baha'is of Alaska, we wish herewith to rupply you and your

Very truly yours.



Attacks on 
Baha’is in Iran

The recent mob snacks on Baha'is in Iran have 
once . - p in  ca lled  a ttention  to the status o f the 
Baha I ranh in the land of its origin. In cities, towns and 
villages— among them Isfahan. Fathabad. Arak. Sang- 
sat. N avriz. Sanestan— over three hundred private 
homes and dozens o f shops and business enterprises 
have been looted, burned down or otherwise destroyed 
In Isfahan a clinic that belonged to Baha'is was dyna­
mited Elsewhere, orchards were seized and farmers 
deprived o f their means o f livelihood A number of 
B aha'i centers have been demolished or burned to the 
ground Baha'i communities have been terrorized, indi- 
viduaJs and families beaien. and. in some instances, 
driven to the mosque? and forced to recant their faith.

Manx find it d ifficult to understand why members 
of a religious minority dcdica'ed to tolerance, peace, 
and umvcrsJ b to the.hoouaroux hatred in'hove among 
whom they live The reasons for the persecutions, the 
hatred, and the violence lie deep in the socio-psycholosi- 
cal -tructure o f Persian society and go back more than a 
ccnr. 'y  to the year 18-14. when a young merchant of 
Shita.v later knoxxn a< the Bab. founded a new religion 
whose followers rejected the literal interpretation of the 
Koran and held that soon “ He W hom  God Shall Make 
M anifest" would appear on earth to bring a new Law 
and 10 inaugurate a new era in the history of mankind In 
lVth century Iran, vsherc even the notion o f  religious 
liberty did not exist, the teachings o f the Bab were 
bound to produce a xlent reaction Accused o f heresy, 
the Bab was imprisoned for several >ears and finally 
executed in 1850 Tho did not stop the spread of the 
Bab's teachings, nor did i* stop the resistance of his 

pies wh" defended themselves with g irai valor 
uga ".s: attacks by the united fortes of the clergy and the 
gs »«'• -rent T fereensucd j  campaign of extcrrmr.aixm 

. * i, • •"<; *wenfy thousand Babis wcic killed The
tTi.clty f the suppression, the indiscriminate massacre 
-! ><i oen and children, the to riu ie ' inflicted up.m mas* 

mj* . -t r tr tn « n t pn 'p ie  have been elrx;uenty described 
both by pa’ ii.ira n ts  and outside <•' x r-e rs . among the 
latte 'C om te JeG obir.eau and E dw ardG  B»uwtve The 

- . - r  eJ l i f t  a lega.y o f su-pi.tor, fu r .  an , ra i"  
Thirteen yean aflet the marry riio ir.«>1 the b a r . me 

o' • i i ; . . ’ • g * '< ip itx  who h.»J Preii exiled to bagrvad 
Py tt.e Per*wn government proclaimed nmisr.f to v  the 
O '1.  - 'x  »d'C’“  the Bab fu J  privphrvird H r Ivvame
*,.% *!. » Bv* a U llah Most nl »,ic Bab v fo It  wefx

accepied B aha 'u 'ilahs  claim and became known as 
Baha'is. O verihe next fony years B a h i't  llahproduced 
a vast number o f works that today constitute the scrip­
ture of the religion he founded He taught the unity of 
mankindand the equality ofracesand nations. He taught 
the unity of religions and universal peace. H i  proclaimed 
the harmony o f religion and science, the need for univ­
ersal education, and the equality of sexes. He also 
established the essential principles for the life and opera­
tion of a w orld-w ide community o f his followers who 
would govern themselves through elective bodies, 
would have no clergy, and would be dedicated to the 
common interests o f all mankind

The authorities, both religious and secular, kept 
B a h a V IIa h  in confinement and exile for fony years 
Feeling threatened by ideas that challenged the outworn 
fo rm ulas they had m outhed for hundreds o f  
years. Muslim clergy continued to demand the extermi­
nation o f the Baha'is, whom they always called "h ere­
tics" and “ harmful misleaders "  The Baha'i's were 
turned into the scapegoats o f Iranian society As their 
numbers increased, they became an ever more attractive 
target for demagogic attacks by those who wanted to 
distract the public or create turmo*' ^ncc the Baha'is 
emphasized education and place< alue on work, 
they achieved a relatively high star j f  living, which 
mad* them promising targets o f p igtom s Last but not 
least, the tolerant and peaceful nature o f the Baha'i 
commumry made it possible to attack B ahi'is without 
fear o f violent retaliation

In momems o f national stress, during famines, 
revolutions, and invasions o f the country. B ah i'is  could 
be blamed for the nation's miseries I f  one did not wish 
to pay a debt, one could jc c u x  the creditor of being a 
Baha'i If ar epidemic spiead through a province, one 
could blame the B aha 'i' Paha'f ideals o f world unity 
could be ta  isicd to appear as a lack of patriotism Baha'i 
a^eptance o f the truth inherent in all gtcat religions o f 
mankind could be interpreted as a betrayal o f Islam  

nen m \ j * m  t Otr. Shah was assassinated 
by a fa n  Islam ist terrorist, the Baha'>s were tm- 
■ -e. 'jtely accused of mat oec i  In t r t  ptici but violent 
persecution that fo llowed. s, xeral Baha'is lost their 
i -tv  In  | W  ru n e  thsn a h i 'died Baha'is were mas­
sacred in 1 »zd ' In  that c ity . history records. " H iu  
M itz iv -i-H a la b i vac vo • »etcde»s!s flogged that his 
v*ife llung h c rx lf  up.«r I o tsv'y. and was m her turn



sf'crei,. beaten. after which his skull was lacerated by 
the cleaver of a butcher His eleven-year-old son v.as 
p iti.o d y  thrashed, stabbed with per.sntvev and tortured 
ut death . A crowd of about six thousand people, of 
both sever, vcr.ted thei: fury jponthe helpless victims, a 
lew coins so fur as tc drink their b lood."

The o u tb te jko f the re'olutic'n in 19(16 precipitated 
r.ew attack' or. the B aha is  all O 'e r  Iran, v iih particu­
larly bloody episodes taking place in Snjan. Dughabad. 
Tabriz. Q om . Najafabad. Soncsar. Sh3hmtrzad. Is- 
fah.-.r Jvhti.m. Mashhad. Kermanshah. and Hatnadan 
A> the cot'.siitunonal movement developed, ''the reac­
tionaries brouchi groundless accusations against the 

aid  publicly denounced them as supporters and 
m*p>rt:s nationalist cause ” In the chaotic condi­
tions of W orld W ar I jn d  Us afiennath. Baha'is once 
•gam u V rt. J staticrv attacks ir. various pans of the 

country

Dunne the I 9 ; 0 'x . attacks on the Baha'is were less 
r 'memos and lew  v olent How ever, the pressure 
a.'a st th.vv i j .  re»er .mutely relaxed Baha'i schools 
w e :.-.l •♦.d.Baha i marriages were refused recognition. 
Ban.-. . literature vsa* banned, gatherings were prohi 
biteJ Baha’ i' in government xcrviv- were frequently 
dismissed from then jobs, nurses and t. xtors were fttcd 
from hospitals, teachers were f t  fused employment O c­
casionally . hen. jn d  thsic. a B u h j'i was murdered This 
pattern continued through W orld W ar II and the im- 
mediate ;• «ai period

*  lurec s. j ie  .ntas k on the Paha i community was
l.i.uiviieit m 'tic month i>t Ramadan I °55 At one <>t
Tef ' a t i v  • Sh jykh  Muhammad Taqi FaNafi a
t a u . : - a l  >a . I j d y  u ’ ged  hi-, f lo .  k to rive up  a g a i i o i
i t ' . . ‘'v ».• .• .«* 1 He j u u v  I the B ah a ' i s  o f  he;.ng
c -v  an d va 'leJ tiir  severe rrtejsuresaga-.vt
•hem | iv j ' . v j s p . r '  t u d  to p reach  h is i n c tn d  .tr.
sj - ve itn  . n :a i.o The effect of the h* ag-

»JS . r  I v i l la ie  < b d  su sp iv s i r i s  were r e v i v e d
f . v -. a *v ' ' e 'e r  »'iade to discredit a religi-x*-

* -v  ...............   wn a: the Bahl'tx

* " : • . ;s .C l>- fe d  'h r  v . r ;s  o f ih  - R ^ -.j
I'tv.'rs m f i 'h ta n ..' . f" ve da» s a 'rt the

• • cn . " v r  bv :f.e .1 nbv  O r  M .  i “
M  I ' l g l o i p r .  J •* par.'.ar : r t "

B .h a  hj.1 hecf. banned \  coniemjv-rar.
r. • ‘ j4-«l

This was fo llow ed  by an orgy o f senseless 
murder, rape, p illo g i and destruction the 
like o f w inch has no: been i . corded in modern 
lim es. The dome o f the Ha^iranTI-Quds (Sa- 
tiona l Center) in Tihrar. w as demolished: the 
House o f  the Bab was tw ice desecrated and 
severe ly damaged Balui' u Ild IT s ancestra l 
home in Takur was occupied, the house o f the 
Bab 's uncle was raced to the ground, shops 
and fa rm s were p lundered: crops burned; 
livestock destroyed, bodies o f Baha is  d is in ­
te rred  in the cemeteries and mutilated: pri- 
< ate homes broken into, damage d an d  looted, 
adu lts execrated and beaten, young women 
abducted and fo 'c e d  to m orn M uslim s: ch il­
dren mocked, re u le d . beaten and repe lled  
from schools, boycott h\ btitchr and bakers 
was imposed on hapless > t l la g e n .su t in g  g ir ls  
w e ir taped, fam ilie s murdered, got em inent 
employees d ism issed and n il manner o f p res­
sure brouch i upon the hr he im  ‘o recant 
their Fa ith

A worid-w,dc campaign of publicity. expressions 
o f sympathy for the Baha’ is on the pan of outstanding 
ind viduals in F.uropc. Asia, and die Americas, and 
appeals to the I  nitcd Nations resulted in some 'elicf to 
the Baha’ is o f Iran However, it took several years for 
passions to abate and for normalcy to return Since then 
Baha is have continued to live under pressur • in the way 
forced upon ilicm by the circumstances of history 

T.mugh the B ahi'is  aie the largest religious m inor­
ity in Iran, their existence is not officially recognized 
and, unlike othet minorities 'uch a> the Christians, the 
Jews arid the Zorojstruns they enjoy no specific 
human right* Being in the it vast majority c: me I n ­
mans. spc.dinj: Person *./erbaijani. they are no 
t -reign elemrnt. but a pan me Iranian nativvn to which 
the. have always been loyal It is only the m td ic v j  
mu icrance o f certain f x  aiica! elements that stnves to 
•e: d un  aoart trv‘ it. their Mc«':m  brother* and fellow 
. -  rets* Be rg non pv ' mca'. 'aw *b  'me and optvsv-d 
■..•a w ie n e r  they . . -•tita te  no threat to anyone, yet 
th e  *.i r !w-n the itiv*: fit.,u?t.:!y persecuted group in 
•nr r .  i r. I r^  ...rrer.: i atwrcak. of persecutions are
i” v . cptv Oe tr. th e ''" g  hivtc-v v*f vmel ind -enve!e ‘ s 
.'ppiv *vi • . w cb wh . r  me Pa m 'i- hate beer, of t i l .  ten

t  S Hj -si i In l . in i . j i i i  i C II 'kc  J n 19"®
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1 IN T HE SENATE BY KELLY A N D  KERTTULA

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 32 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH L EGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Expressing concern over the reported 

persecution of members of the Baha'i 

religious community in Iran.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS there have been numerous recent reports in the news media of mob 

attacks directed at Baha'i believers throughout Irani and

WHEREAS these news reports Indicate that hundreds of homes, shops, and 

business enterprises owned by Baha'is, together with many of their religious 

centers, have been looted, burned or otherwise destroyed as a direct -ceult 

of these attacksi and

WHEREAS members of the Baha'i religious minority in Iran have in the past 

been the objects of widespread discrimination! and

W HEREAS this ongoing persecution of members of the Baha'i faith in the

lanu of Its o rigin causes much distress amongst Baha'is belonging to their 38

local Sprltual Assembl.es located throughout Alaskai andi

WHEREAS all Alaskans, regardless of religious persuasion, deplore 

religious persec u t i o n  or Intolerance wherever It exists and share and 

sympathise with the concern of Alaskan Baha'is on the current situation 

confronting members of the Baha'i faith In Irani

BE IT RESOL V E D  by the Alaska State Legislature that It expresses Its

c oncern over the reported persecution of members of the Baha'i religious

M |j community In Irani and be It

7; FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States government is urged to use Its

7i best efforta to put an end to both religious persec u t i o n  and restriction of

a  human rlghti In Iran, wherever It exists.



COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ji m m y  Carter, 

President of the United Statesj the Honorable Cyrus Vance, Secretary of 

State; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S. 

Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative, members of the 

Alaska delegation in Congress.
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