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Introduced; 2/13/79
Referred: State Affairs

N THE SENATE COLLETTA, RAY AND SUMNER

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
Requesting the Secretary of the
United States Department of Transpor—
tation to revise the standard time

zones in which Alaska is located.

BE. IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS, alone among the 50 states Alaska 6pans four time zones; there
is a three-hour time differential between Ketchikan and Nome; and

WHEREAS the present two-hour time differential between Southeastern
Alaska and Anchorage, Fairbanks and the communities of the kenai Peninsula
and Prince William Sound creates confusion and difficulty in achieving and
maintaining sound commercial, efficient government and satisfying personal
communications; and

WHEREAS the elimination of this time differential between the existing
atate capital and the centers of finance, trade anti commerce and the future
state capital inSouthcentral and Interior Alaska would rcso":e one of
Alaska®s most compelling needs: the elimination of artificial barriers that
Impair efforts to improve communications, thus welding together the widely
scattered population centero of this vast and varied state and bringing state
government closer to all the people of Alaskai and

WHEREAS "with due regard to the convenience of commerce and the junction
and division of points of common carriers engaged in interstate and foreign
commerce," the transfer of Southcentral and Interior Alaska to the Pacific

i>tandard Time Zone would foster "adherence to a greater uniformity of time"

within the State of Alaoku and place most Alaskans on an ldertical time

yii B schedule that would not inconvenience the traveler, the transportation In-
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lustry, nor othe <commercial enterprise with important connections both in
Vlaska and the "lower 48"; and

WHEREAS federal law (15 U.S.".. secs. 260-267; 49 U.S.C. sec. 1655(e)(5))
regulates the time on which all federal offices and common carriers engaged
Ln interstate and foreign commerce operate and grants to the U. S. Secretary
>f Transportation the authority to redefine the boundaries of time zones that
jerve the entire United States.

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska Legislature requests the Secretary of the
Jnited States Department of Transportation to redefine the boundaries of the
rime zones in which Alaska is located by shifting those portions of it
Located in the Alaska Standard Time Zone and the Yukon Standard Time Zone
Lnto the Pacif T Standard Time Zone at the earliest date possible.

COPIES of this n solution shall be sent to the Honorable Brock Adams,
Secretary, U. S. Department of Transportation; and to the Honorable Ted
Stevens and the Honorable Mike Cravcl, U. S. Senators, and the Honorable Don
foung, U. S. Representative, members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE TREATED AS
A UNIT IN THE ORIGINAL FILE.



SJR 23 Requesting the Secretary of the United Colletta, Ray
States Department of Transportation to & Sumner
revise the standard time zones 1in which
Alaska 1is located.

SUMMARY

F>r reasons of inefficiency, confusion and difficulties that

time differences within the state create for government, commerce,
finance and trade, it is requested that tue Secretary of the
United States Department of Transportation redefine the boun—
daries of the time zones 1in Alaska by shifting portions within
the Alaska Standard Time Zone and the Yukon Standard Time Zone

into the Pacific Standard Time Zone at the earliest possible date.

NOTE: The Juneau City and Borough Assembly has introduced a
resolution, Serial No. 569, requesting the United States
Depa.tment of Transportation to extend the Yukon Standard
Time Zone 1in Alaska to include the City arl Borough of
Juneau and other northern panhandle communities. The
U.S. Department of Transportation will h e scheduling
local hearings on the request sometime this Spring.

(See attachments)

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION

Randy Phillips might have some backup on this. We are waiting
to hear from him.

RELATED LEGISLATION: None

FISCAL NOTE: None
Notified of Hearing

INTERESTED PARTIES: Senator Colletta 2/20/79
Senator Ray 2/20/79
Senator Sumner 2/20/79

City & Boroughof Juneau 2/20/79
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Presented by: Mayor Overstreet
Introduced: 1-18-79
Referred to:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA
Serial No. 569

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE UNITED STATES SECRETARY
OF TRANSPORTATION TO EXTEND THE YUKON STANDARD TIME
ZONE IN ALASKA TO INCLUDE THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF
JUNEAU AND OTHER NORTHERN PANHANDLE COMMUNITIES.

WHEREAS, Alaska®s capital, the City and Borough of
Juneau, and other northern panhandle coimunities are presently
in the Pacific standard time zone, and

WHEREAS, other tn”jor population centers in Alaska
are in the Alaska standard time zone which creates a two
hour time difference between the capital of Alaska and other
major population centers of the state, and

WHEREAS, still other communities of Alaska are in
the Bering st-ndard time zone which creates a three hour
time difference between the capital of Alaska and such other
communities, and

WHEREAS, these two and three hour time differences
create confusion and difficulty in achieving and maintaining
sound commercial and efficient governmental communications,
and

WHEREAS, geographically, the Southeast Alaska
panhandle in the Pacific standard time zone stems from
territorial da/s when the commercial orientation of the
panhandle was primarily with Seattle, and

WHEREAS, with the growth of the State of Alaska
since statehood, the commercial, financial, transportation,
government and other social and economic ties of the north—
ern panhandle communities have shifted significantly fronm
the Seattle area to the growing population centers of interior
and southcentral Alaska, and,

WHEREAS, southern panhandle communit ®s have
evidenced a preference for continued commercial tics to the
Seattle area, and

WHEREAS, the reduction of the two and three hour
differences in time to one and two hour differences between
the northern panhandle communities and the other more
populous areas of the state would vastly improve the con-—
venience of commerce and the efficiency of government in
Alaska, and



WHEREAS, federal law (15 U.S.C. 8260-267) grants

to the United States Secretary of Transpo_tatioi the author—

ity to redefine the boundaries of time zones that serve the
entire United States;

NOVJ, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF
THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA

1. That the assembly hereby petitions the Secretary.of the
Department of Transportation to redefine the boundary be—
tween Yukon standard time and Pacific standard time in such
a manner that northern panhandle communities will be placed
in Yukon standard time. Such communities are those lying
northerly of a line described as follows:

Beginning at boundary peak No. 79 on

the Alaska/Canadian border line at

North 58<57"44_.96" latitude and West
133<=10"13.94" longitude; thence south—
westerly along the northerly boundary

of the City and Borough of Juneau on a
straight line to Foint Coke near Holkham
Bay in Stevens Passage at North 57<47 30"
latitude and West 134<42" longitude;
thence continuing on the projection of
said straight line to the mid-channel of
Stevens Passage; thence southerly along
the mid-channel of Stevens Passage and
extension thereof to the mid-channel of
Frederick Sound; thence southwesterly
along the mid-channel of Frederick Sound
and extension thereof to the mid-channel
of Chatham Strait also being on the
easterly line of the City and Borough of
Sitka; thence northerly along the easterly
boundary of the City and Borough of Sitka
along the mid-channel of Chatham Strait
until the mid-point of a line drawn be—
tween East P< * .t and South Passage Point
at the mouth of Tenakee Inlet bears

due west; thence northwesterly along

the northerly boundary of the City and
Borough of Sitka along the mid-channel

of Tenakee Inlet until an intersection

is made with the line of mean high tide
at the extreme northwesterly end of
Tenakee Inlet; thence on a line bear—
ing South 23<30" West more or less, but
in any event until the extreme south—
easterly point of the mean high tide line
at the southeasterly point of Lisianski
Inlet is reached; thence on a line bear-
ing approximately due west until Star



Rock off the mouth of Lisianski Strait

is reached being the northwesterly corner
of the City and Borough of Sitka; thence
due west until an intersection is reached
with 137= West longitude.

2. That the Secretary of Transportation is requested to re—
define the boundaries of the Yukon standard time zone at Lhe
earliest possible date.

3. That copies of tMs resolution shall be sent to the
Secretary of the )epartment of Transportation; to the
Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S.
Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative,
members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.

Adopted this 18th day of January, 1979.

Attest:
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QICmlIeb Senate
WASHINGTON, 0.C 20JI0

February 2, 1979

The Honorable W. D. Overstreet
Mayor, City and Borough of Juneau
155 South Seward Street

Juneau, Alaska 99801

De »r Bill:

I recently received your letter and petition to Secre—
tary Adams regarding the desire to have the Borough placed
on Yukon time.

I have had my staff contact the Secretary®"s office and
I air. informed that at this time their general counsel is re—
viewing the request and will shortly be issuing an announce —
ment of local hearings on the request. I have been assured
that 1 will be consulted as to an appropriate time and place
for such hearings. I will contact your office as soon as
this information has been requested of me.

In the meantime, 1if there 1is any other way 1in which 1
can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to let me know.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Mike Gravel

MG/mb
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The Honorable W. D. Overstreet
Mayor

The City and Borough of Juneau
155 South Seward Street
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Bill:

Thank you for sending me a copy of the Resolution of the
City and Borough of Juneau, regarding the inclusion of
Juneau in the Yukon Standard Time Zone.

We have contacted the General Counsel of the Department of
Transportation, and have recommended that DOT hold public
hearings in Juneau to consider the change to Yukon time.

I will keep you imormed of the progress of our discus—
sions with DOT. In the meantime, please contact my offiice
if we may provide furcher assistance.

With best wishes,

Coidlally,
- i

TED™ STEVENS
iUni ted States Senator
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THE PRECEDING PAGES WERE TREATED AS
A UNIT IN THE ORIGINAL FILE.
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STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
February 21, 1979

SJR 23 Requesting the Secretary of the United Colletta,

Ray

States Department of Transportation to & Sumner

revise the standard time zones in which
Alaska i1s located

SUMMARY

For reasons of inefficiency, confusion and difficulties
that time differences within the state create for government*
commerce, Tinance and trade, it is requested that the

Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation

redefine the boundaries of the time zones in Alaska by shift—

ing portions wjthin the Alaska Standard Time Zone and the
Yukon Standard Time Zone into the Pa ific Standard Time Zone

at the earliest possible date.

NOTE

The Juneau City and Borough Assembly hjs introduced a
resolution, Serial No. 569, requesting the United Statei
Department of Transportation to extend the Yukon Standar*
Time Zone 1in Alaska to include the City and Borough of
Juneau and other northern panhandle communities. The U.S.
Department of Transportation will be scheduling local
hearings on the request sometime this Spring.

(See attachments)

FISCAL; There 1is no fiscal note.
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Presented by: Mayor Overstreet
Introduced: 1-18-79
Referred to:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA
Serial No. 569

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE UNITED STATES SECRETARY
OF TRANSPORTATION TO EXTEND THE YUKON STANDARD TIME
ZONE IN ALASKA TO INCLUDE THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF
JUNEAU AND OTHER NORTHERN PANHANDLE COMMUNITIES.

WHEREAS, Alaska ® capital, the City and Borough of
Juneau, and other northern panhandle communities are presently
in the Pacific standard time zone, and

WHEREAS, other major population centers it Alaska
are in the Alaska standard time zone which creates a two
hour time difference between the capital of Alaska an"™ other
major population centers of the state, and

WHEREAS, still other communities of Alaska are 1in
the Bering standard time zone which creates a three hour

time difference between the capital of Alaska and such other
communities, and

WHEREAS, these two and three hour time differences
create confusion and difficulty in achieving and maintaining
sound commercial and efficient governmental communications,
and

WHEREAS, geographically, the Southeast Alaska
panhandle in the Pacific standard time zone stems from
territorial day3 when the commercial orientation of the
panhandle was primarily with Seattle, and

WHEREAS, with the growth of the State of Alaska
since statehood, the commercial, financial, transportation,
government and other social and economic ties of the north-—
ern panhandle communities have shifted significantly from
the Seattle area to the growing population centers of interior
and southcentral Alaska, and,

WHEREAS, southern panhandle communities have
evidenced a preference for continued commercial ties to the
Seattle area, and

WHEREAS, the reduction of the two and three hour
differences 1in time to one and two hour differences between
the northern panhandle communities and the other more
populous areas of the state would vastly improve the con-—
venience of commerce and the efficiency of government in
Alaska, and



WHEREAS, federal law (15 U.S.C. 8260-267) grants
to the United States Secretary of Transportation the author —
ity to redefine the boundaries of time zones that serve the
entire United States;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY CF
THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF JUNEAU, ALASKA

1. That the assembly hereby petitions the Secretary .of tl -
Department of Transportation to redefine the boundary be—
tween Yukon standard time and Pacific standard time in such
a manner that northern panhandle commurities will be placed
in Yukon standard time. Such communities are those lying
northerly of a line described as follows:

Beginning at boundary peak No. 79 on

the Alaska/Canadian border line at

North 58<57%44_.96" latitude and West
133*10"13.94" longitude; thence south-—
westerly along the northerly boundary

of the City and Borough of Juneau on a
straight ]ine to Point Coke near Holkhara
Bay in Stevens Passage at North 57<47°30"
latitude and West 134<42" longitude;
thence continuing on the projection of
said straight line to the mid-channel of
Stevens Passage; thence southerly along
the mid-channel of Stevens Passage and
extension thereof to the mid-channel of
Frederick Sound; thence southwesterly
along the mid-channel of Frederick Sound
and extension thereof to the mid-channel
of Chatham Strait also being on the
easterly line of the City and Borough of
Sitka; thence northerly along the easterly
boundary of the City and Borough of Sitka
along the mid-channel of Chatham Strait
until the mid-point of a line drawn be —
tween East Point and South Passage Point
at the mouth of Tenakee Inlet bears

due west; thence northwesterly along

the northerly boundary of the City and
Borough of Sitka along the mid-channel

of Tenakee Inlet until an intersection

is made with the line of mean high tide
at the extreme northwesterly end of
Tenakee Inlet; thence on a 1lLne bear —
ing South 23<30* West more or less, but
in any event until the extreme south-—
easterly point of the mean high tide Iline
at the southeasterly point of Lisinnski
Inlet is reached; thence on a line bear —
ing approximately due west until Star



Rock off the mouth of Lisianski Strait

is reached being the northwesterly corner
of the City and Borough of Sitka; thence

due west until an intersection is reached
with 137 West longitude.

2. That the Secretary of Transportation is requested to re—
define the boundaries of the Yukon standard time zone at the
earliest possible date.

3. That copies of this resolution shall be sent to the
Secretary of the Department of Transportation; to the
Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Mike Gravel, U. S.
Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U. S. Representative,
members of the Alaska delegation in Congress

Adopted this 18th day of January, 1979.

Attest:
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A% | Scrapgmg the 4 Time Zones
And Opting for a New ONE

0 n the reararch of I'aul Mullina
|nte|||gence Research Spemahst Defente |nte|||gence Agency,
Washington, D.C



r oui different lime zones for the continental United States
| has not been a practical idea since the
telephone and the airplane. One of ti e bc:t solutions for
modernizing time in the United States U to create a single time
belt. We call this U.S.A. Time.

U.S.A. Time, a concept of it being 10 a.m. in New York,
Chicago, Denver and Los Angeles simultaneously-rathcr than
our present system of one hour differences between Eastern,
Central, Mountain and Pacific lime-could provide instant re-
'icf for the communications and travel problems of tl ¢ mil-
lions of business people who keep the heart of America pump-
ing.

Then why don’t we adopt U.S.A. 1 tine?

Your first reaction might be that it is a "slap in the face of
Mother Nature." before 1880, your opinion would have been
popular, since our forefathers operated on the Mother Nature
system of time. The instant the sun reached overhead in their
it "high noon" or 12 o'clock.

invention of the

home cities, they designated
This was a good system, provided you never left your home-
town. Each city was on a different time. If you traveled t
hundred miles in any direction from your citv. the base time
would vary several minutes.

Mother Nature complicated this further by her inconsist-
ency. The sun would not b. directly ov rhcad at the same time
on any given day in any given city since the difference be-
tween the shortest day of winter and the longest day of
summer is more than five hours.

The Railroads Pushed lor a Change

By the 1880s, high no >n city by-city time became obsolete
cue to the increased spied of telegraphic communication and
railroad travel. The railroads found scheduling impossible on
(lie high n on sy tern. They pushed for a change. It worked.

In 188.*, Time Zones-approved by international conven-
tions- were introduced. The United Slates adt ptcd Eastern,
Central, Mountain and Pacific Time Zones with one hour
differences, in an age when it took a full day to cross sine of
the wide U.S. this new system was practical.
Besides, the country was sectionalized and the time zone
boundaries usually ran through relatively uninhabited areas of

time zones,

the country.

The practicality of the new Time Zone decreased as the
speed of travel and communication increased. Over the dec-
ades, piogress has been made in otliu obvious areas cars
replaced horses, paved highways replaced dirt roads, planes
began o be a major form of commercial travel, then faster
planet i placed them, jets teplacrd ptops. until finally we were
a jet age IUiion. Jet age, yes. but a counity which still operates
on an 1883 tailruad lime s/stem.

Modern America began to play with the slock in the I'MOi.
During World War Il we moved the national cbsck ahead oi
hour and called it Daylight Savings Time. After the War,
Daylight Savings Time was obi 'rved by local option.

This caused more confusion than (an be described. White
most cities observed Daylight lime only in the summer, many
cities enJrd it in September, others October. Often towns
within 10 miles of each othct would split over the time. Town
A would go on Daslight Tune, Town B would decide to
icmaiti on standard.

In 1967. the Uni crm Time Act divided the United Statct
and its possesions nto eight time zones; Atlantic, Eastrui.
Central, Mountain. Pacific, Yukon. Alaska/llawait and Bering.

Thr Act also s id that all states, possessions and the District
of Columbia ntMf observe Daylight Savings Time lioni 2 a.m.
on the last Sum ay ol April until 2 ain. on the last Sunday of
October. Did thi solve any problrms? Some.

However, the Act also allowed any state, by legislative
action, to exempt itself from going on Daylight Savings Time,
Hawaii, Arizona, Michigan and Indiana chose this wa< out.

In 1972, the Act was further watered down when the states
were allowed to split themselves into time zones and to ex-
empt either part. As a result western Indiana cbsctves Daylight
Time; eastern Indiana docs not.

Stales which havt been allowed-to split th ¢ -selves between
time zones arc Michigan, Utah, North Dakota, Nebraska, Kan-
sas, Oregon, Texas and Indiana.

One thing is certain, the Uniform Time Act has
little to eliminate the confusion caused by multiple *imc zones
and Daylight Savings Time. It definitely has not si ..plifted the
job of interstate commerce or travel.

How Can U.S.A. Time Be Accomplished?

The change to U.S.A. time could come in two phases. Phase |
would establish only two zones-Eastcrn and Western. Then
Phase Il would combine these with a half-hour change.

The change to U.S.A. Time should be cnthus.astically
embraced by those Americans living in the Central a’id
Mountain Time Zones. Under Phase | they would not change.
They also would not go on Daylight Savings Time.

The plan for U.S.A. Time concerns only the continental
United States. (We would also recommend that Alaska drop its
four time zones and standardize on Alaska/Hawaii Time; and
that Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands move from Atlantic
Time to the new Eastern Time).

Eastern (now Central Time Zone) and Western (now Moun-
tain Time Zone) would become the -.tandards for a two zone
continental system. Heir’s how it would work.

In the continental United States, we would divide into two
in the Pacific

me very

time zones Eastern and Western. Residents
Time Zone would go on a year around Daylight Time, in
effect, moving their clocks forward one hour to Mountain
Standard Time. This shouldn't be difficult since the four states
in the Pacific Zone all now go on Daylight Time each summer
anyway.

Major objections most logically would come from residents
in our present Eastern Standard Time Zone. They would set
their clocks back one hour to Central Standard Time under the
new system.

I hr hast hat a high concentration of businesses, however,
whirlt ate involved with interstate commerce. Our present
railroad inspired zones aversely affect them. Therefore, resist-
ance might nut be as gtctl at anticipated since there would be
many obvious advanlagis to dealing with the Midwest on the

same lime.

Assuming the Pacific, Mountain and Central Standard Time
zones residents could pntuade the Eastern Standard Time
Zone rriidcnts to move their clocks back one hout-which isa
reasonable assumption- Phase | of U.S.A. Time would be
accomplished.

Esaininr the fallowing
Phase | of the U S.A. time change would nearly double the
number ol convenient hours to telephone coast to coast during
the normal Mote work would be done
simultaneously

Eiatnple: There are only three convenient hours to tele-
phone from New York 10 1 o0s Angeles today. This is due N
dll free-lit starting titties, (pulling times and lunch times.

Today you can only conveniently teach the East ftorn Los
Angeles frc-iti ID a.m. to |2 noon, and lioni | p.m. to 2 p.m
Under the new system, Calls fiom west to east would be
regularly platrd from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m., and from | p.m. to 4
p.m. linn east to west. New Yorkers could call from | Ja.in.
to noon, and from 2 p.m.to 5or 6 p.m.

illuitra in, and it explains that

business day.
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Problems of Hic Present System Arc 1o

Tin- problem* wrought by out present systci. nany. Those
businessmen involved with the stock market I any ol its
related activities must make personal adjustments to imper-
sonal zones. Since market operations must begin simulta-
neously across the U.S. (to prevent trading advantages),
brokers in San Francisco m' t rise thice hours earlier than
their eastern counterparts in N w York in order to be tcady
for the market's early morning operations.

Shippers must constantly plot arrival and departure times
for shipments in distant locales, businesses with scattered
branch offices must fight time differences daily.

Network television spends millions because it must re-
schedule, rctape and rcbtoadcast thousands of hours of pro-
gramming to serve the present zoning system. It has. however,
already accomplished Phase | by combining the Central and
Eastern Time Zones into one. There have been few complaints.

Jet lag for air travelers is a real problem which affects the
normal eating and sleeping patterns of passengers airivingat a
transcontinental destination. (See Health, page 14).

Today when a passenger leaves Los Angeles for New York,
he is literally on a five hour air trip. However, when he arrives,
he discovers that the trip has actually akcn eig/if hours by the
clock.

Suppose he leaves l.os Angeles at 5:30 after the closing of a
business day. Hr boards, jets away, and instead of arriving at
10:30 p.m. (still a decent hour), he arrives at 1:30 a.m. New
York time. If his business meeting the following day is sched-
uled for 9 a.m., lie gets up at 7:30 New York time. However,
his mind and body are still attuned to Los Angeles time which
is 4:30 a.m. His body reacts accordingly out of habit.

Does anyc-nc really know wliat time it is? Yes, it's time for
a change.

WIiy phase | .m1 Phase Il Can Work

Let's look at tl ¢ four major time zones across the United
States and how (hey ran be eliminated.

Phase |, as mentioned earlier, would lorm two zones instrad
of four, thus making 'he difference between New Yotk and
lass Angeles only one hout instead of three.

This would be done by combining the Eastern and Central
Zones, and the Mountain and Pacific Zones. We would now
have only Eastern (now called Central) and Western (now
tailed Mountain) time. This would result in no change across
most of the country and a change of one hour lor the Coasts.

Now there would be no tune change on flights between
New York and Chicago. Memphis and Atlanta. New Orleans
and Miami. In the West, we'd (ravel with ease between Lot
Angeles and Denver, Phoenix and Sail f'raitcisco, Seattle and
Salt Lake City without (he disruption of time change.

phase 11 WoUld 1ie Crucial to Unification of Time

The final step would cc.nbine the remaining two zones inroa
single zone from Maine to California. Ai that time, we would
have to change our clocks only 3U minutes. The east would
turn its clocks back 30 minutes; the West would move 30
minutes ahead. Now we would be un standardized U.S.A.
Time.

Though it will aid airlines and llieii passengers greatly, it
%, ,in fail, benefit every citizen of the country. Families with
scattered members will be able lo communicate with ease. The
problems mentioned railier sliippeis, brokers and television
delays will be resolved. Efficiency will increase and we will
have CiuIy rnicicd the jet agr.

Objections will be raised The first will be that changing the
zones will not actually change anything -that thric will ilillbe



Some Parts of the World Have Already

Opted for Standard Time

Several countries or regions Save already united under the
same time zone.

All world time is measured from Greenwich Mean Time,
based on the London subuib of Greenwich. Yet, even before
they entered the Common Market. Great Britain and Ireland
joined Europe in the summer by going on Daylight Time which
moved them an hour ahead and into step with the rest of
western and central Europe. Now the continent from Portugal
to Poland and Iron) Ireland to Yugoslavia tells time the same.

The People's Republic of China, a nation which is broader
from east to west than the United States, has been unified
under one national time.

India, another large country, has combined her time zones
into one by moving the eastern part of the country back a half
hour and the western part ahead a hall hour.

All of southern Africa, fram the Atlantic to the Indian
Oceans, maintains the same time. While political problems keep
these nations apart, at least keeping the same time may help
them talk about their differences.

Other Countries Also Have Complicated

Time Zone Problems

While the continental United States puzzles through the prob-
lems of four time zones, other parts of the world have man-
aged to confuse their citizens even more.

Canada has seven different time zones; the Soviet Union, an
incredible eleven. Brazil, a country equal to the United States
in size, divides itself into three zones with her island posses-
sions in a fourth.

As mentioned earlier, our own State of Alaska, where air
travel is sometimes the Only means of transportation, copies
the “lower 48" and splits itself into four unnecessary time
zones.

Australia, a nation also as large as the continental United
Stales, divides herself into three zoncs-and further contuses
the nutter by having the central zone be only 30 minutes
behind the Ca.tern zone, while it is VO minutes ahead of the
western zone.

The Arab world invites problems of unity as it maintains six
different kinds ol lime.

Most ballling of all is Saudi Aubia which keeps Arabic
Time. This time is based on the concept that each day begins
and ends at sundown which makes midnight different every
day of the year.

in short, if time zone reform is accomplished in rhc conti-
nental United States, it would point the way for other nations
to reduce or eliminate the hours which divide thcii people.

Americans, who nride themselves on ptogtcss, should take a
look at the needs ol their countrymen and what they must do
to standardize lime. It will litetatiy take an "act of Congress"
to change to Phase | or Il of U.S.A. Time, but the impetus for
this change begins with each of us. ?

Maiulinrr invitei s readers '[Olcomment />n> or
rewi 0N the proposed change to U.S.A. Time. Address gour
comments to: Time Change, clo wmaintinrr SJagasine, JS40
[Iildiirr Jilt'd., Suite 707, | ot Angtles. California VOOIU
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SJR 23 Requesting the Secretary of the United Colletta,
Plates Department of Transportation to Sumner
Revise the standard time zones in which

Alaska is ™ecated.

SUMMARY

For reasons of inefficiency, confusion and difficulties that time
differences within the state create for government, commerce,
finance and trade, it is requested that the Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Transportation redefine the. boundaries of the time

zones 1in Alaska by shifting portions within the Alaska Standard

Time zone and the Yukon Standard Time zone into the Pacific Standard

Time zone at the earliest date possible..

support information

RELATED LEGISLATION:

FISCAL NOTE: None

Notified
INTERESTED PARTIES: Colletta Jjmrrr
Ray 2120119

Sumner 2/20/79

Ray



The Juneau City and Borough Assembly has introduced a resolution
(Serial No. 569) requesting the United States Secretary of
Transportation to extend the Yukon Standard Time zone 1in Alaska
to include the City and Borough of Juneau and other northern
panhandle communities.

Copies of the resolution were sent to Brock Adams, Secretary of
U.u. DOT, Sen. Stevens, Sen. Gravel and S®p. Young. They have
replied informing the Assembly that the Department of Transpor—

tation will be scheduling local hearings on the request sometime
in the Spring.
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