


SCR 1 Relating to the transferral of state Sumner
employment positions from urban areas 
to rural areas.

S U M M A R Y

This resolution requests the Governor to direct the appropriate 

state departments to conduct a study on the feasibility of trans­

ferring state employment positions from urban to rural areas.

The study is to be presented to the second session of the 11th 

legislature by Fberuary 1, 1980.

FISCAL NOTE: Requested 1/31/79 from the Office of the Governor.

Expected by

SUPPORTING INFORMATION

This was SCR 82 last session. It died in Senate Labor and 

Management Committee. This bill and other legislation relating 

to jobs all came out of a Job Symposium held by Sumner in 1977. 

The main backing of this bill, according to Sumner's office, is 

that state operations have been centralized in urban areas with 

no apparent necessity. There are many jobs that could be per­

formed in rural areas without affecting the efficiency of duty 

performance, and providing employment in—rura-l-areo3 where it 

is greatly needed. (See example in attached statement from 

Sumner's office). Sun.ner will testify.

RELATED LEGISLATION:

INTERESTED PARTIES: Sen. Sumner

Office of the Governor



J O B  T R A N S F E R  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t
R e s o l u t i o n  82 

S e n a t e  B i l l  537

G o v e r n m e n t  is t h e  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r  in t h e  state. T h e  s t a t e ' s  

o p e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c e n t r a l i z e d  in u r b a n  a r e a s  —  w i t h  n o  a p p a r e n t  

n e c e s s i t y .  P e r m a n e n t  s t a t e  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  s t a t e  as f o l l o w s :

2 0 % J u n e a u

36% A n c h o r a g e

1 2 % F a i r b a n k s

2 % K e t c h i k a n

2 % S i t k a

2 % P a l m e r

4% V a l d e z

1*5% N o m e

1 2 % s c a t t e r e d

D u r i n g  a c o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  f o l l o w i n g  the J o b s  S y m p o s i u m ,  

C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  R e v e n u e  S t e r l i n g  G a l l a g h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  his 

d e p a r t m e n t  n e e d e d  a p r o c e s s i n g  c e n t e r  for s t a t e  tax r e t u r n s .  F o l­

l o w i n g  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  t r e n d s ,  the c e n t e r  w o u l d  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  be p l a n n e d  

for a n  u r b a n  a r e a  e v e n  t h o u g h  a c e n t e r  c o u l d  be  l o c a t e d  in a r u r a l  

a r e a  w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  d u t i e s  are 

p e r f o r m e d .  T h e  r e s u l t  w o u l d  be jo b s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  in a n  a r e a  w h e r e  

t h e y  a r e  m o s t  n e e d e d .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n t r o d u c e d  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  82.

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t e d  the G o v e r n o r  to d i r e c t  the a p p r o p r i a t e  

d e p a r t m e n t s  to  c o n d u c t  a s t u d y  to a n s w e r  t h e s e  two q u e s t i o n s :



1) W h i c h  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  

f r o m  J u n e a u ,  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s ,  t o  t h e  m o r e  

r u r a l  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  the 

p o s i t i o n s ;  a n d

2 ) w h i c h  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w o u l d  be m o s t  s u i t a b l e  

f o r  t h e  transferral o f  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t e r m s  o f  

e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s .

N o  a c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  

a n d  M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  it w i l l  b e  r e - i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  1 1 t h  L e g i s l a t u r e .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  S e n a t e  B i l l  537 w h i c h  r e q u e s t e d  

a $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e  for 

a p o s i t i o n s  r e l o c a t i o n  f e a s i b i l i t y  study. T h e  b i l l  p a s s e d  the 

E m p l o y m e n t  R e s o u r c e s  a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  C o m m i t t e e  b u t  no a c t i o n  

w a s  t a k e n  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e .
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I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 1 8 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r

IN  THE SENATE BY SUMNER

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 1—
IN  THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEG ISLATURE  -  F IR S T  SESS IO N

R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  s t a t e  

e m p lo y m e n t  p o s i t i o n s  f r o m  u r b a n  a r e a s  

t o  r u r a l  a r e a s .

BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE LEG ISLATURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS u n e m p lo y m e n t  i s  a p r o b l e m  w h i c h  a f f l i c t s  a n d  h a s  a f f l i c t e d  t h e  

r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  m o r e  s e r i o u s l y  t h a n  t h e  m o re  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s ;  

a n d
WHEREAS t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o v i d e r s  o f  j o b s  i n
I *A l a s k a j  a n d

WHEREAS many p o s i t i o n s  i n  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  w h ic h  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h i g h  
p o p u l a t i o n  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  c o u l d  be p e r f o r m e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  w i t h o u t  

a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h ic h  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h o s e  p o s i t i o n s  c a n  b e  

p e r f o r m e d ;  a n d
WHEREAS t h e  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  w o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  s t a t e  b y  c r e a t i n g  m o re  e m p lo y m e n t  p o s i t i o n s  w h e r e  

t h e y  a r e  m o s t  n e e d e d ;
BE I T  RESOLVED b y  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  

r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  

b r a n c h  o f  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  c o n d u c t  a  s t u d y  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

q u e s t i o n s :
( 1 )  W h ic h  s t a t e  e m p lo y m e n t  p o s i t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  

J u n e a u ,  A n c h o r a g e ,  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  t o  t h e  m o re  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h o u t  
a f f e c t i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n s ?

( 2 )  W h ich  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w o u ld  be  m o s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s -  
E e r r a l  o f  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t e rm s  o f  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s ?
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( 3 )  W h ic h  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  w o u ld  b e  m o s t  b e n e f i t e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s -  

f e r r a l  o f  s t a t e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t e r m s  o f  e x i s t i n g  u n e m p lo y m e n t  c o n d i t i o n s ?
( 4 )  W h a t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  m i g h t  b e  r e l e v a n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  

c o s t s  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  b e n e f i t s  t o  l o c a l  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  u n i t s ?
( 5 )  W ha t  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  p r o b l e m s ,  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e s  m i g h t  b e  

r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  a  p r o g r a m  o f  p o s i t i o n  t r a n s f e r r a l ?  a n d  b e  i t

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  s h a l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  

S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  -  E l e v e n t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  n o  la»*o. r  t h a n  F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 .
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