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April 11, 1979

Penelope J. Cornelius 

Box 2668
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 

Dear Mrs. Cornelius:

Senate B111 10 left the Senate Judiciary committee several weeks 

ago and 1s now 1n Senate Rules. Senate Bill 105 1s 1n the Senate 

State Affairs committee still; 1t has a further referral to Senate 

Finance, but not to Judiciary. I can think of  no reason at this 

time why I would not vote for any or all of these bills If they 

come to the Senate floor.

It 1s not clear from the material you sent m e  whether you 

received a reply to your November 27th letter to the Division 

of Motor Vehicles. THeedlrector of that division, Mr. Vern Roberts, 

1s a very competent Individual and 1f he could not grant you any 

relief, then your only recourse would be passage of legislation.

Regards,

Robert H. ZZ«4te?, Sr. 

RHZ/pkz



P e n e l o p e  J .  C o r n e l i u s
P. 0. Box 2068 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 488-2912

April 4, 1979

The Honorable Robert Ziegler Alaska State Senate Juneau, Alaska 99801
Dear Senator Ziegler:

As you can see by the enclosed correspondence, I am writing in regards to Senate Bill 105, Senate Bill 96, and House Bill 105 dealing with the special license plate fees.
I have been corresponding with Representative Sally Smith about this issue and I am enclosing my first letter, as well as the last letter I have received from Sally.
1 am extremely upset about this whole business, not because of the money amount involved, but the principle of the entire issue. I understand that Sally sent a copy of my last letter to her which dealt with the Galena resident’s issue, which according to the news paper here in Fairbanks, is suppose to be holding up the passage of the resoluation to change the special license plates. You should have a copy of that letter.
I have often felt that ’’getting on my soap box" and complaining about legislative actions does no good. This time I refuse to give up and am rattling your chain to see what good it might do. Your efforts to pass this bill are extremely important to me, as well as many others who are in the same boat at this time. May 31st is comii g up quickly and I do not intend to pay the $20.00 special fee, but without your help it looks like I may well have to because of the vehicle registration deadline.
Please let me know what your stand is on this issue and what your intentions are.

Sincerely yours,

Penelope J. Cornelius
p j r



P e n e l o p e  J .  C o r n e l i u s
P. 0. Box 2668 

Fairbanks. Alaska 99707 (907) 488-2912
November 27, 1978

S ta t e  o f A la sk a  
D ep a r tm en t  o f  P ub l ic  S a fe ty  
D ivision o f M otor Veh ic les 
Spec ia l P ro g ram s  Un it 
P. O. Box 960 
A n cho rag e ,  A la sk a  99510

ATTENTION: J e a n

G en t lem en :

On M arch  17, 1978 I co n tac ted  y o u r  d e p a r tm en t  b e c a u s e  I 
h ad  x*ecently p u r c h a s e d  a new veh ic le  which I i n t e n d e d  to  t r a n s f e r  
my p e r so n a l iz e d  l ic en se  p la te s  to. I d is cov e red  t h a t  my p la te s  w ere  
dam aged  b e y o n d  r e p a i r  and  r e q u e s te d  a new s e t  of p la te s  fo r  my 
new veh ic le .  I s e n t  you  a check  in th e  amount of $4.00 and  you  
p rom p tly  s e n t  me t h e  rep lacem en t p la te s .

R e c en t ly  I r e c e iv ed  y o u r  form l e t t e r  s t a t in g  t h a t  I would b e  
r e q u i r e d  to p a y  an add it iona l $20.00 p e r  y e a r  fo r  sp ec ia l  h and l in g  
of my l ic en se  p la te s ,  in add it ion  to th e  $30.00 renew a l fee s  p rev io u s ly  
e s ta b l i s h e d .  When I b egan  u s ing  my p e rsona l iz ed  p la te s ,  f o u r  y e a r s  
ago, I was to ld  t h a t  th e r e  would b e  a one-time c h a r g e  of $20.00 fo r 
th e  o r ig in a l p la te s  and  tb e  r e o c cu r in g  c h a rg e  of $30.00 p e r  y e a r .
T h is  h a s  b e en  t r u e  fo r  th e  l a s t  fo u r  y e a r s .  In  y o u r  form l e t t e r  
you exp la in ed  t h a t  i f  I d id  no t d e s ire  to p ay  th e  add i t io n a l $20.00 
p e r  y e a r  to  r e ta in  my personalize*', p la te s  th a t  I cou ld  s i g n  a 
" r e le a s e  of i n t e r e s t  a u th o r iz a t io n "  which was enc lo sed  w ith  th e  
l e t t e r .  I f  I d id  so , you would send  me a new s e t  o f  r e g u l a r  l icen se  
p la te s  an d  I wo ild h av e  to re l in qu ish  my p e rso n a l iz e d  p la te s .

A l th ough  y o u r  exp la ina t ion  fo r  th e  add it iona l $20.00 p e r  y e a r  
c h a r g e  was fo r  "sp ec ia l  h an d l in g " ,  I still d on ' t  q u i te  u n d e r s t a n d  
th is  r e a s o n in g .  I f  a new s e t  of p la te s  cos t me $4.00 in M arch, and  
th e  spec ia l h a n d l in g  c h a r g e  fo r th e  f i r s t  s e t  o f new p la te s  is $20.00, 
w ha t is th e  e x t r a  $16.00 p e r  y e a r  add itiona l c h a r g e  for? Not only 
a r e  my p la te s  EASIER to  hand le  fo r th e  s t a t e  —  b e c a u s e  I don ' t  
h a v e  to  wait in  l in e s ,  e tc .  and  I would ge t a small p la s t ic  renewal 
s t i c k e r  j u s t  l ik e  e v e ry o n e  e lse, b u t  when new p la te s  a r e  i s s u e d  —  
th e  c o s t  is on ly  a mere $4.00 for my p la te s .

I would a p p r e c ia te  a full exp la ina tion of th e  a c tu a l  r e a so n  for 
th is  gc e rnm en ta l  r ip-off, w ith a copy o f s u c h  a l e t t e r  s e n t  to th e  
below m en t ioned  so th ey  may also be  en l ig h ten ed  a s  to t h e  add it iona l 
c o s t s .



P a g e  T w o

A lth o u g h  I  re a l iz e  t h a t  p e r so n a l iz e d  p la te s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  
b y  t h e  S ta t e  o f  A la ska  a n d  t h a t  th e y  a r e  t h e  cho ice  o f th e  ow ner 
o f t h e  v eh ic le  —  I d on ' t  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th is  add it iona l $20.00 p e r  
y e a r  is  ju s t i f i e d .  J u s t  w h a t  i s  t h e  so  called  spec ia l h a n d l in g ,  
when  new p la te s  a r e  is trued  on ly  on ce  e v e ry  t h r e e  yea rs?  T h e  
$20.00 add i t io n a l  c h a r g e s  r e s u l t s  in  $36.00 e v e ry  th r e e  y e a r s  
o v e r c h a r g e s  a n d  FOR WHAT? I  com pu ted  t h e  $36.00 as follows:

$20.00 —  p r e v io u s  c h a r g e  f o r  p e r so n a l iz ed  
p la t e s ,  f i r s t  y e a r

30.00 —  R enew a l fee, f i r s t  y e a r
20.00 —  A dd it io n a l spec ia l h an d l in g  c h a rg e ,

s e c o n d  y e a r
30.00 —  R enew al fee, second  y e a r
20.00 —  A dd it iona l spec ia l h and l in g  c h a rg e ,

t h i r d  y e a r
30.00 —  Renewal fee, t h i r d  y e a r  

$150.00 TOTAL
90.00 R e g u la r  renew al fees
20.00 P r e v io u s  c h a rg e  fo r  p e r son a l iz ed  p la te s
4. 00 A c tu a l co s t  of p la te s

$ 36.00 "SPECIAL HANDLING CHARGES"

Does i t  c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  of A la sk a  $36.00 to s e n d  me a smal. p la s t ic  
s t i c k e r  each  y e a r  i t  does n o t  p ro d u c e  new l ic en se  p l a t e s ( What 
is  th i s  $36.00 for? What sp e c ia l  h and l ing  does th e  s t a t e  h a v e  to 
e x e r t  tow a rd  p e r so n a l iz e d  l ic e n s e  p la te  ow ners  o th e r  th an  th e  u su a l 
e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  tow a rd  REGULAR l ic en se  p la te  holders?

T h a n k  y ou  fo r y o u r  e x p e d ie n t  re p ly  to  th i s  r e q u e s t .  I will 
await y o u r  r e p ly .

S in c e re ly  y o u r s ,

P ene lope  J .  (Ka'ser) C o rn e l iu s

cc: J a y  S .  Hammond, G o v e rn o r

F a i r b a n k s  Daily News M iner 
ATTEN: L e t t e r s  to  t h e  E d i to r
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P e n e l o p e  J. C o r n e l x u s  
P.O. B o x  2668 
Fai rbanks,  A l a s k a  99707

Dea r Ms. C o r n e l i u s :

W e  h a v e  l o o k e d  into some of  the q u e s t i o n s  y o u  h av e  
e x p r e s s e d  a b o u t  s p e ci al  li ce n se  p la te  fees a n d  w e r e  abl e to 
find o u t  ju s t  w h e r e  t he  b i l l s  are s i t t i n g  r i g h t  now. W e  
ha ve t a k e n  the l i b e r t y  o f  fo r wa r d i n g  y o u r  l e t t e r  to the 
S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  is c h a i r e d  b y  S e n a t o r  
B ob  M ulcahy . T h e y  r e q u e s t e d  a co py  o f  the l e tt e r b e c a u s e  
they w e r e  u n a w a r e  of  so me  o f  the p r o b l e m s  y o u  outlined .

O t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  the co mmittee, s h o u l d  y o u  w i s h  to 
w r i t e  to t h e m  i n d i v i d u a l l y  are: S e n a t o r  T i m  Kelly, S e n a t o r  
Bra d Bradley,  S e n a t o r  P a t  Rodey, S e n a t o r  B o b  Ziegler.

T h a t  c o m m i t t e e  p r e s e n t l y  has b e f o r e  it HB 1 h 7 and SB 
105, b o t h  of w h i c h  de a l w i t h  this issue. A n o t h e r  b i l l  in 
w h i c h  y ou  m a y  be i n terest ed , SB 96, is p r e s e n t l y  in the 
S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  Committ ee , w h i c h  is c h a i r e d  b y  S e n a t o r  
Ziegler. O t h e r  m e m b e r s  are: S e n a t o r  E d  Dank wo rt h, S e n at o r
Don Bennett, S e n a t o r  P f t e  M e l a n d  and S e n a t o r  Bill Ray.

I ho p e  y o u  d o n ' t  feel tha t y o u ' r e  g e t t i n g  the r u n a r o u n d  
on this issue. W e  are t r y i n g  to d i r e c t  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  w h e r e  
they w i l l  do the m o s t  good. Tha nk s for t a k i n g  the time and 
eff. .t to c o m m u n i c a t e  you r o p i n i o n s  on this issue.

M a r c h  22, 1979

Sincer ely,

S al l y S m i t h
A l a s k a  S t a t e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P l 'B E IC  S A F E T Y
/ P. O. B O X  960

DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES AND DRIVERS SERVICES / A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99510

March 9, 1979

Senator Bob Ziegler, Chairman 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Subject: Senate Bill #96

Dear Senator Ziegler:

This will confirm the telephone conversation between Guy Van Doren 

of your staff and myself on March 9, 1979 regarding Senate Bill 96, 

as amended by the Senate Finance Committee.

The language contained in this piece of legislation provides for the 

payment of twenty dollars upon the issuance and subsequent re-issuance 

of personalized license plates to the citizens of Alaska. This fee 

will, in most instances, cover the cost of the State o p e r a t i c  the 

program of personalized plates. The language which was added u> Senate 

Bill 96, previously contained in Senate Bill #117, was language 

suggested by the Division of Motor Vehicles in response to inquiry 

from the Senate, as language required to correct deficiencies or 

oversights in Chapter 178, SLA 1978.

You will recall that Chapter 178, SLA 1978 was the re-writing of Title 

28 of Alaska Statutes and moved very rapidly at the close of the 1978 

session of the Alaska State Legislature. The speed with which that 

piece of legislation moved inhibited the legislators' ability to give 

it the review that it deserved. The result of this hasty review -as 

that certain oversights were left in that Bill which are now causing 
problems for Alaska citizens. Senate Bill #117 was designed to 
address and correct some of those problems.

I 2 - L 1 0 1  H



Senator Bob Ziegler -2- March 9, 1979

It is the position of the Alaska Division of Motor Vehicles that 

Senate Bill #96 as amended by the Senate Finance Committee should 

be passed and become law as it will result in reducing the in­

convenience and excessive fees that are currently being paid by 

many of Alaska's citizens. If I can be of further assistance to 

you in your  deliberations on this area of legislation, please do 

not hesitate to contact me.

Director

cc: William Nix, Commissioner

Department of Public Safety



SB 96 and CSSB 96 RELATING TO REGISTRATION FEES FOR SPECIAL REQUEST,PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES.
The origional bil] sponsored by Senator Bradley changed existing law which required annual-̂ payroent of $20.00 in addition to the regular license plate fee for personalized license plates, to state that the person need pay the additional $20.00 only if the license has been replaced by the department, i.e. new issue of plates, damaged plates, or lost plates.
The conmittee substitute was origionally SB 117 by Senator Dankworth amending the motor vehicle code. The two bills'have been combined in CSSB 96.
SECTION 1. Changes the reouirement that every evhicle in the state most beregistered. This requirement causes hardship in the rural areas of the state and for persons who use off-the-road vehicles (trail bikes, dune buggies etc.). Under the new language, only vehicles used on the highway system or other public parking places need to be registered.
SECTION 2. Provides that the department may issue a special license* for occasional users of the highways.
Section 3. Provides that...(a) the department may register a vehicle even if it it is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle, but shall either(1) withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicant proves;(A) Ownership and,(B) proves there is no undisclosed security interest or,(2) require applicant t.o file with the department wither;(A) a bond prescribed by the department or,(B) a deposit of cash.

(b) The cash deposit or bond shall be equal to one and on-half times the value of the vehicle.(c) The cash deposit or bond shall be returned at the end ofthree years or when the vehicle is no longer registered in thestate.Sec. 28.10.493- Provides that if the owrer of the vehicle fails toconply, he is guilty of a mis demeanor.
SECTION 4. Relates to special license plates (origional SB 96)
SECTION 5. Sets the fee for occasional use license



SECTION 6. Makes it a felony to make a false statanent regarding a vehicle title, title transfer, or certificate.
SECTION 7. Provides that law enforcement officers and employees of the department designated by the commissioner (i.e. workers who are responsible for title transfers and registration) may enforce this title and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

* fcphasis added
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
ME MORANDUM March 9, 1979
SUBJECT: Definition of the term "highway” in CSSB 96
TO: Senator Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee
FROM: Richard A. BradleyLegislative Counsel

b

Guy van Doren asked that I offer a meaning for the term "highway" as it is used in CSSB 96. His concern derived from the term's use in §1 of the bill.
The term "highway" is defined in AS 28; AS 28.35.260(a)(6) provides:

(6) "highway" means the entire width between the boundary lines of every way that is publicly maintained when a part of it  is open to the public for purposes of vehicular traffic, including but not limited to every street and the Alaska state marine highway system but not vehicular ways or areas;
(x)The term "vehicular way or area" is defined by AS 28.35.260^(18) as

(18) "vehicular way or area" means a way, path or area, other than a highway or private property, which is designated by official traffic control devices or customary usage and which is open to the public for purposes of pedestrian or vehicular travel, and which way or area may be restricted in use to pedestrians, bicycles, or other specific types of vehicles as determined by the depar ment or other agency having jurisdiction over the way, path, or area.
Since the definitions in AS 28.35.260 apply generally to AS 28, they would be used in construing any amendments to the law within AS 28.



Senator Robert H. Ziegler, Sr. Page 2March 9, 1979

Reading the two definitions together, I conclude that the term "highway3 " comprehends a "way" that is publicly main­tained for vehicular traffic. On the other hand, a "vehicular way or area" will comprehend a "way" that is neither a "highway" nor private property; what a "vehicular way or area" will include, therefore, are those "ways" that are dedicated to a public use [thus excluding private property] but which are not publicly maintained.
Dedication is the process typically occurring when a sub- divisional plat is accepted; the roadways that exist on the plat are "dedicated" by the acceptance of the plat to a public use. They cease by that act to be private property ever though the subdivided lots may not have been disposed of; i f  they are not maintained by a public authority, then they have not become "highways."
If I can assist further, please a vise.
RABrjdn
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S e c t i o n  2 S .1 0 .1 S 1  (c)  i s  a m e n d e d  t o  r e a d  S p e c i a l  R e q u e s t  

P l a t e s .  Upon a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  p a yme n t  c f  S20 .00  by  t h e  

o w n e r  o f  a  p a s s e n g e r  v e h i c l e ,  n o n - c o m m e r c i a l  v a n  o r  p i c k ­

up t r u c k ,  o r  m o t o r  home t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  may d e s i g n  a n d  i s s u e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e s  c o n t a i n i n g  a s e r i e s  o f  n e t  m o r e  t h a n  

s i x  l e t t e r s  o r  n u m b e r s  o r  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  a n d  

n u m b e r s  a s  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  o w n e r .  The  D e p a r t m e n t  may 

i n  i t s  d i s c r e t i o n ,  d i s a p p r o v e  t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  p l a t e s  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b - s e c t i o n  w h en  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  

s y m b o l s  a r e  a d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n  e x i s t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

o r  when  t h e  s y n b o ’ s a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  u n a c c e p t a b l e  b y  t h e  

D eq> a r  t  r.e n t . An a d d i t i o n a l  p a v c c n t  o f  $20.00 s h a l l  b e  

p a i d  f o r  e a c h  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  s u c h  p l a t e s .

S e c t i o n  2 8 .1 0 .42 1  (d) (2 )  i s  r e p e a l e d .

R E A S O N

E x i s t i n g  l a w  f o r  a n  a n n u a l  p a y m e n t  o f  $20.00 i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  r e g u l a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e s  f o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  p l a t e s  i s  

r e p u g n a n t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  a n d  h a s  b e e n  m a n d a t e d  t h a t  
I t  be  r e p e a l e d .  The  new l aw  w i l l  now s t a t e .  I f  p a s s e d ,  

t h a t  t h e  I n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  p l a t e  

s h a l l  p a y  $20.00 i n i t i a l l y  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  p r i v i l e g e  

o f  u s i n g  t h e  p e r s o n a l i z e d  p l a t e ,  t h e  s a n e  a s  I n  p r i o r  y e a r s ,  

a n d  w i l l  p a y  $20.00 e v e r y  t i m e  t h e  p l a t e  i s  r o p l a c i 1 d u e  

-e l o s s ,  d am ag e  c r  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  a  new l i c e n s e  p l a t e  y e a r .



S e c t i o n  2 S .1 0 .0 1 1  i s  a n e n d e d  t o  r e a d  VEHICLES SUBJECT TO 

REGIS1RAT ION. E v e r y  v e h i c l e  [ i n  t h e  S t a t e ]  v h e n  d r i v e n  

o r  moved  o r  p a r k e d  u p o n  a h i c h v a y  c r  i n  a p u b l i c  n a r k i n g

p l a c e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  s h a l l  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

e x c e p t  when  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s

(1) d r i v e n  o r  n o v e d  on  a j h i g h w a y ( o n l y  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  c r o s s i n g  t h e  h i g h w a y  ♦ o n e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  t o

a n o t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  i m p l e m e n t  o f  h u s b a n d r y  a s  d e f i n e d  b y  
r e g u l a t i o n s ;

(2) d r i v e n  o r  m o v e d  on  a  h i g h w a y  u n d e r  a d e a l e r ' s  

p l a t e  o r  t e m p o r a r y  p e r m i t  a s  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c .  31 a n d  181 (k) 
o f  t h i s  c h a p t  e r ;

(3) s p e c i a l  m o b i l e  e q u i p m e n t  a s  d e f i n e d  by  r e g u ­
l a t i o n ;

m

(A) owned  by t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

(5) moved by  human o r  a n i m a l  p o w e r ;

(6) e x e m p t  u n d e r  t h e  S o l d i e r s  a n d  S a i l e r s  C i v i l  
R e l e a s e  A c t  (50 U . S . C . A .  A p p r .  501 e t  n e q . ) ;

(7) d r i v e n  o r  p a r k e d  o n l y  on  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ;

(8) u v e h i c l e  o f  a n o n r e s i d e n t  a n  p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  
S e c t i o n  121 o f  t h i n  c h a p t e r ;



(9) a c o m m e r c i a l  i n t e r - s t a t e  v e h i c l e  u n d e r  S e c .  

141 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;  o r

(10) t r a n s p o r t e d  u n d e r  a s p e c i a l  p e r m i t  u n d e r  S e c .  
151 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

REASON

E x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e  s t a t e s  t h a t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  e x c e p ­

t i o n s ,  e v e r y  v e h i c l e  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  a n d  t h u s  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t i t l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  U n d e r  

t h i s  l a w  t h e  way i t  c u r r e n t l y  r e a d s  p l a c e s  ui. h a r d s h i p

u p o n  a c e r t a i n  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  v e h i c l e  o w n e r s  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  

t h a t  i s ,  o w n e r s  o f  v e h i c l e s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  

v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t . o n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  E x a m p l e :  t r a i l  b i k e s ,

d u n e  b u g g i e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  o f f  h i g h w a y  t y p o  v e h i c l e s ,  e t c .  

A l s o ,  v e h i c l e s  owned  o r  p o s s e s s e d  by  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  b u s h  a n d  

n o n - u r b a n  a r e a s  who h a v e  come by  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  

t h r o u g h  m e t h o d s  t h a t  a r e  n e i t h e r  l e g a l  o r  i l l e g a l  b u t  h a v e  

no  way t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  o w n e r s h i p  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e s  i n  a m a n n e r  

p r e s c r i b e d  by  l a w .  When t h e s e  p e o p l e  b e c om e  s c o j e c t  t o  

r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  t h a t  i s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t i t l e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e y  

w i l l  be  f o r c e d  by  s t a t u t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  lame d o c u m e n t a t i o n  

a s  a n y  o t h e r  v e h i c l e  o w n e r  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h em  t o  c o m p l y  t o  

t h e  l a w .  T h e y  w i l l  be  u n a b l e  t o  do  s o .  T h e y  w i l l  a l s o  i n  

m o s t  c a s e s  be  u n a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o p e r  b o n d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  

b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  o f  i n s u r a n c e  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .



AS 2S .1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e v  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

WHEN NO SUPPORTING EVIDENCE OF OWNERSHIP.

(a)  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h i s
j

c h a p t e r ,  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t i t l e  a n d  r e g i s t r a t i o n  who h a s  n o  

s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  o w n e r s h i p , a s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r  m u s t :

(1) s u b m i t  a n  a f f i d a v i t  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  h e  i s  t h e  

o w n e r  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  t h a t  n o  l i e n s  o r  e n c u m b r a n c e s  e x i s t  

on i t ;

(2) s u b m i t  a  s u r e t y  b o n d ,  e x e c u t e d  b y  a c o r p o r a t e

s u r e t y ,  a p p r o v e d  by  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  p o s t e d  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e

a n d  h e l d  by  f o r  a t  l e a s t  two  y e a r s ,  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e

r e t a i l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  v e h i c l e  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  f r o m  a d e p a r t ­

m e n t a l  l i s t i n g ,  a n d

(3) s u b m i t  a s t a t e m e n t  s i g n e d  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
h o l d i n g  t h e  S t a t e  h a r m l e s s  i n  a l l  s u i t s  c o n c e r n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  

o f  t i t l e ,  a n d  o w n e r s h i p  t o  t h e  v e h i c l e  a n d  p r o m i s i n g  t o  

i n d e m n i f y  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  a l l  J u d g e m e n t s  . a g a i n s t  i t  a r i s i n g  
o u t  o f  t h e s e  a c t i o n s .

(b) The  a p p l i c a n t ,  i n  l i e u  o f  a s u r e t y  b o n d ,  may f i l e  

s u i t  i n  d i s t r i c t  o r  m a g i s t r a t e  c o u r t  t o  m a n d a t e  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m en t  t o  i s s u e  t i t l e  i n  h i s  n am e .  The  c o u r t  may a c c e p t

e v i d e n c e  i n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a f f i d a v i t s ,  b i l l s  o f  

s a l e ,  a n d  o r a l  t e s t i m o n y .  The  c o u r t ,  w hen  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t



t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  p o s s e s s o r  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

no  l i e n s  o r  e n c u m b r a n c e s  on  t h e  v e h i c l e ,  ma ' o r d e r  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  t o  i s s u e  t i t l e  s h o v i n g  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  t h e

r e g i s t e r e d  a n d  l e g a l  o w n e r  o f  v e h i c l e  t i t l e .
i:it

S e c t i o n  2 8 .1 0 .4 9 1  (a) i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a new  s u b - s e c t i o n

(9) m a k e s  a f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t  o r  who o t h e r w i s e  

c o n c e a l s  o r  w i t h h o l d s  a m a t e r i a l  f a c t  i n  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  

• a g i s t r a t i o n  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  t i t l e  o r  who a f f i r m s  f a l s e l y

w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a  n a t t e r  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  s w o r n  t o ,  a f f i r m e d

o r  f u r n i s h e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

S e c t i o n  28 .10  i s  am e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a  new s e c t i o n  F a i l u r e  t  ) 

D e l i v e r  T i t l e .

• (a) A s e l l e r  o f  a v e h i c l e  who f a i l s  t o  c o m p l y  t o  S e c s .

271 a n d  291 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r .

(b) A s e l l e r  o f  a v e h i c l e  who w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  d e f r a u d  

f a i l s  t o  c o m p l y  t o  S e c s .  271 a n d  291 o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  

g u i l t y  o f  a f e l o n y ,  a n d  u p o n  c o n v i c t i o n  i s  p u n i s h a b l e  by 

i m p r i s o n m e n t  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  1 y e a r  n o r  m o r e  t h a n  2 y e a r s

o r  by a  f i n ' '  o f  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  $2,000 o r  b o t h .

S e c t i o n  28 .10  i s  a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a new s e c t i o n .  U n l a w f u l  

To P a r k  o r  O p e r a t e  U n r e g i s t e r e d  V e h i c l e .  No p e r s o n  may



d r i v e  o r  move  o r  p a r k  u p o n  a h i g h w a y  o r  i n  a p u b l i c  p a r k i n g  

p l a c e ,  n o r  may a n  o w n e r  p e r m i t  t o  b e  d r i v e n  c r  p a r k e d ,  u p o n  

a  h i g h v a y  o r  i n  a p u b l i c  p a r k i n g  p l a c e  a  v e h i c l e  w h i c h  h a s  

n o t  b e e n  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r .

S e c t i o n  28 .05  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n ew  s e c t i o n .  E n f o r c e ­

m e n t  o f  T i t l e .  P e a c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t ­

m e n t  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  s h a l l  e n f o r c e  t h i s  

t i t l e .

S e c t i o n  28 .10  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  t h e  n ew  s e c t i o n  LICENSES 

FOR OCCASIONAL USERS OF HIGHWAYS.

(a) Upon a p p l i c a t i o n  by  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  u n d e r  r e g u l a t i o n s  

a d o p t e d  by  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  c f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

s h a l l  i s s u e  a  l i c e n s e  t o  t h e  o w n e r  o f  a  v e h i c l e  u s e d  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g ,  m i n i n g ,  

h u n t i n g ,  o r  f a r m i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  u s e d  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y

on  t h e  h i g h w a y .

(b) I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  o c c c a s i o n a l  u s e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  m u s t  

s u b m i t  a n  a f f i d a v i t  a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  t h e  v e h i c l e  i s  u s e d  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h i n g ,  m i n i n g ,  h u n t i n g  o r  f a r m i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  t r a v e l s  u p o n  t h e  S t a t e  h i g h w a y s  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  

52 o f  i t s  t o t a l  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n .



(c) No p e r s o n  n a y  t r a n s f e r  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  u s e  r e g i s t r a ­

t i o n  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  t o  a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e .  Upon  t r a n f e r  o r
■>a s s i g n m e n t  o f  t i t l e  t o  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  u s e  v e h i c l e ,  t h e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  p l a t e s  r e n a i n  v i t h  t h e  v e h i c l e  i f  i t  c o n t i n u e s  

t o  b e  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  u s e  v e h i c l e  o r  n u s  t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  b y  t h e  n ew  o w n e r .

(d) T h e  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  b e  v a l i d  f o r  12 m o n t h s .

(e) No p e r s o n  o r  c o m p a n y  may p o s s e s s  m o r e  t h a n  2 l i c e n s e s  

a t  o n e  t i  m e .

«
( f )  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s h a l l  c h a r g e  t h e  o w n e r  a n  a n n u a l  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  o f  $ 1 5 .0 0 .



I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. CSSB 9 6 ________________________________ ________  ____________
Title An Act amend ing t h e  Motor V eh i c l e  Code and p r o v i d i n g  f n r  an p f fgri- iup Aatio 
Requested bv S en a t e  F in an c e  1 ; Date________________

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D i v i s i o n  o f  Motor V eh i c l e s  - Department- o f  P n hH r  <?afPi-y___________
Program Category Affected P u b l i c  P r o t e c t i o n ________________________________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprograni(s) Affected N/A - Revenue ro  Genera l Fund . - m l y _____________________

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 
component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of  Dollars)

FY 79 FY 80 FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84-
100 PERSONAL SERVICES -0-
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EOUIPMF.NT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL -0-

F jND iNC  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS ---
OTHFR (Specify Fund Source)

-0-

POSITIONS

FULL TIME -0-
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

111. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

The p a s s ag e  of  CSSB 96 w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a r e d u c t i o n  in  revenue  to  t h e  g e n e r a l  fund 
based on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a s sump t io n s :

4000 p e r s o n a l i z e d  p l a t e s  x $20 r e d u c t i o n  : $80,000
350 o c c a s i o n a l  use  p l a t e s  x $20 r e d u c t i o n  : $ 7,000

$87,000

These e s t im a t e s  u se  t h e  c l a s s  of  p ickup t r u c k s  a s  b e i n g  t h e  p r im a ry  v e h i c l e s  
t o  o b t a i n  o c c a s i o n a l  use  p l a t e s .

L 4  <
IV. DATE 3/5/79_______________ PREPARED BY

AGENCY D iv i s ion ,  of  Motor Ve h i c l e s
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 264-5551---------------
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

33-001 (Rev. 12/78)



SB 96 and CSSB 96 RELATING TO REGISTRATION FEES FOR SPECIAL REQUEST,PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATES.
The origional b i l l  sponsored by Senator Bradley changed existing law which required 
annua Inpayment of $20.00 in addition to the regular license plate fee for personalized 
license plates, to state that the person need pay the additional $20.00 only i f  the 
license has been replaced by the department, i.e . new issue of plates, damaged plates, 
or lost plates.
The conmittee substitute was origionally SB 117 by Senator Dankworth amending 
the motor vehicle code. The two bills'have been combined in CSSB 96.
SECTION 1. Changes the requirement that every evhicle in the state must beregistered. This requirement causes hardship in the rural areas of the state and for persons who use off-the-rcad vehicles (trail bikes, dune buggies etc.). Under the new language, only vehicles used on the highway system or other public parki _ places need to be registered.
SECTION 2. Provides that the department rmy issue a special license* foroccasional users of the highways.
Section 3. Provides that...(a) the department may register a vehicle even if itit is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle, but shall either(1) withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicant proves;(A) Ownership and,(B) proves there is no undisclosed security interest or,(2) require applicant to file with the department wither;(A) a bond prescribed by the department or,(B) a deposit of cash.

(b) The cash deposit or Ixnid sliall be equal to one and on-half times the value of the vehicle.(c) 'Hie cash deposit or bond shall be returned at the end ofthree years or when the vehicle is no longer registered in thestate.Sec. 28.10.493- Provides that if the owner of the vehicle fails tocomply, he is guilty of a misdemeanor.
SECTION 4. Relate? to special license plates (origional SB 96)
SECTION 5. Sets the fee for occasional use license



SECTION 6. Makes i t  a felony to make a false statement regarding a vehicle 
t i t le , t i t le  transfer, or certificate.

SECTION 7. Provides '-hat law enforcement officers and employees of the department 
designa 1  by the commissioner (i.e . workers who are responsible for 
t i t le  transfers and registration) may enforce this t i t le  and the 
regulations promulgated thereunder.

* Emphasis added



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
* Section 3. AS 28.10.216 should be changed by adding a new subsection (d).

(d) the department shall place security deposited with it in the custody of the Department of Revenue.
* Section 3. AS 28.10.216 should be changed by adding (e).

(e) the applicant, in lieu of a cash deposit or bond,may file suit in district or magistrate court to mandate thedepartment to issue title in his name The court may acceptevidence including, but not limited to affidavits, bills ofsale, and oral testimony. The court. when satisfied thatthere are no liens or encumbrances on the vehicle may orderthe department to issue title  showing the plaintif as thelegal owner of vehicle t itle .
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