


FURTHER;

3/7/79
Date: /1j| |
Mr. F-esldent:
The Committee on JUDICIARY has had SB 96

relating to eegistration fees for special request, personalized license plates

under conside atlon and ftr-majTrrtty"irrtfns”“commi ttee)
reports 1t beck with the following recormendations:

do pass [ 1] do not pass
do pass with attached amendments(s)

[ 1 replace v-ith CS for

and recommends
[ 1 AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ 1 New Fiscal Note

[ 1 reports 1t back without recommendation

[ 1 referred to the Committee
MEMBERS SIGNING MEMBERS HAVING
DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS;
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April 11, 1979

Penelope J. Cornelius
Box 2668
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Dear Mrs. Cornelius:

Senate B11l 10 left the Senate Judiciary committee several weeks
ago and 1s now 1n Senate Rules. Senate Bill 105 1s 1n the Senate
State Affairs committee still; 1t has a further referral to Senate
Finance, but not to Judiciary. |1 can think of no reason at this
time why I would not vote for any or all of these bills If they
come to the Senate floor.

It 1s not clear from the material you sent me whether you

received a reply to your November 27th letter to the Division

of Motor Vehicles. THeedlrector of that division, Mr. Vern Roberts,
1s a very competent Individual and 1f he could not grant you any
relief, then your only recourse would be passage of legislation.

Regards,

Robert H. ZZ«4te?, Sr.

RHZ/pkz






Penelope J. Cornelius

P, 0. Box %707
Fairb%é@t

November 27, 1978

State of Alaska
Department of Public Safety
Division of Motor Vehicles
Special Programs Unit

P. 0. Box 960

Anchorage, Alaska 99510

ATTENTION: Jean
Gentlemen:

On March 17, 1978 | contacted your department because |
had x*ecently purchased a new vehicle which | intended to transfer
my personalized license plates to. | discovered that my plates were
ddmaged. beyond repair and requested a new set offla es for my
new vehicle. | sent you a check in the amount of $4.00 and you
promptly sent me the replacement plates.

Recently I received your form letter stating that | would be
required to pay an additional $20.00 per )é(ear for special handling
of my _license plates, in addition to the $30.00 renewal fees previously
established.  When | began using my personalized plates, four years
ago, | was told that there would he a one-time charge of $20.00 for
the original plates and the reoccuring charge of $30.00 per year.
This hds been true for the last four'years.” In your form létter
you explained that if I did not desire” to pay the  additional $20.00
per year to retain my personalize*', plates that | could slgn a
'release of interest duthorization" which was enclosed with the .
letter. If | did so0, you would send me a new set of re?ular license
plates and | wo ild have to relinquish my personalized pTates.

Although your e_x?laination for the additional $20.00 per year
charge was for” "special handling", I still don't quite understand
this reasoning. If a new set o Rlate_s cost me $4.00 in March, and
the special handling charge for the first set of new plates i1s $20.00,
what is the extra $16.00 per year additional charge or? Not only
are mF plates. EASIER to handle for the state — Decause | don't
have fo wait in lines, etc. and | would get a small plastic. renewal
sticker just like everyone else, but when new plates are issued —
the cost is only a mere $4.00 for my plates.

.1 would appreciate a full explaination of the actual reason for
this gc ernmental nP—off, with a copy of such a letter sent to. the
below” mentioned so they may also be enlightened as to the additional

COoSts.



Page Two

Although | realize that ﬁersonalized plates are not required
b}/ the Staté of Alaska and that they are the choice of the owner
of the vehicle — | don't believe that this additional $20.00 per
year is justified. Just what is the so called special handling,
when new plates are istrued only once every three years? The
$20.00 additional charges results in $36.00 every three years
overcharges and FOR 'WHAT? | computed the $36.00 as follows:

$20.00 — previous charge for personalized
lates, first year
30.00 — Renewal fee, “first year .
20.00 — Additional special handling charge,
second year
30.00 — Renewal fee, second year
20.00 — ﬁ}ddénonal special handling charge,
ird year
30.00 — Renewgl fee, third year
$150.00 TOTAL
90.00  Regular renewal fees _
20.00  Previous charfge for personalized plates
4.00 Actual cost of plates

$ 36.00 "SPECIAL HANDLING CHARGES"

Does it cost the state of Alaska $36.00 to send me a smal. plastic
sticker each year it does not produce new license plates( What

is this $36.00 for? What Sf)_eCIa| handling does the state have to
exert toward personalized license plate owners other than the usual
expenses incurred toward REGULAR license plate holders?

_ Thank you for your expedient reply to this request. | will
await your reply.

Sincerely yours,

Penelope J. (Ka'ser) Cornelius

cc. Jay S. Hammond, Governor

airbanks Daily News Miner

Fairb
ATTEN: Lettérs to the Editor



March 22, 1979

Penelope J. Cornelxus
P.0. Box 2668
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707

Dear Ms. Cornelius:

We have looked into some of the questions you have
expressed about special license plate fees and were able to
find out just where the bills are sitting right now. We
have taken the liberty of forwarding your letter to the
Senate State Affairs Committee which 1is chaired by Senator
Bob Mulcahy. They requested a copy of the letter because
they were unaware of some of the problems you outlined.

Other members of the committee, should you wish to
write to them individually are: Senator Tim Kelly, Senator
Brad Bradley, Senator Pat Rodey, Senator Bob Ziegler.

That committee presently has before it HB 1n7 and SB
105, both of which deal with this 1issue. Another bill in
which you may be interested, SB 96, 1is presently in the
Senate Judiciary Committee, which is chaired by Senator
Ziegler. Other members are: Senator Ed Dankworth, Senator
Don Bennett, Senator Pfte Meland and Senator Bill Ray.

I hope you don"t feel that you"re getting the runaround
on this issue. We are trying to direct your comments where
they will do the most good. Thanks for taking the time and
eff. .t to communicate your opinions on this issue.

Sincerely,

Sally Smith
Alaska State Representative
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DEPARTMENT OF PI'BEIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLESANDDRIVERSSERVICES 7 croinonse® st nska as510

March 9, 1979

Senator Bob Ziegler, Chairman
Senate Judiciary Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Subject: Senate Bill #96
Dear Senator Ziegler:

This will confirm the telephone conversation between Guy Van Doren
of your staff and myself on March 9, 1979 regarding Senate Bill 96,
as amended by the Senate Finance Committee.

The language contained in this piece of legislation provides for the
payment of twenty dollars upon the issuance and subsequent re-issuance
of personalized license plates to the citizens of Alaska. This fee
will, in most instances, cover the cost of the State operatic the
program of personalized plates. The language which was added u> Senate
Bill 96, previously contained in Senate Bill #117, was language
suggested by the Division of Motor Vehicles in response to inquiry

from the Senate, as language required to correct deficiencies or
oversights in Chapter 178, SLA 1978.

You will recall that Chapter 178, SLA 1978 was the re-writing of Title
28 of Alaska Statutes and moved very rapidly at the close of the 1978
session of the Alaska State Legislature. The speed with which that

piece of legislation moved inhibited the legislators®™ ability to give

it the review that it deserved. The result of this hasty review -as
that certain oversights were left in that Bill which are now causing
problems for Alaska citizens. Senate Bill #117 was designed to

address and correct some of those problems.



Senator Bob Ziegler -2- March 9, 1979

It is the position of the Alaska Division of Motor Vehicles that
Senate Bill #96 as amended by the Senate Finance Committee should
be passed and become law as it will result in reducing the in—
convenience and excessive fees that are currently being paid by
many of Alaska®"s citizens. If 1 can be of further assistance to
you 1in your deliberations on this area of legislation, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Director

cc: William Nix, Commissioner
Department of Public Safety



BPHadCBY FAINS TORISTRATION FES FOR FRIAL REUEST

FERSONALIZED LICENEE PLATES
Tre origional bilr] sponsored by Senator Bradleydmlpdexistin% lawwhich required
amg- of $2000 in addition to the regular license plate fee for personalized

license plates, to state that the person need pay the adciitional $20.00 only If the
I|ce|ns% I tbeen replaced by the cepartert, 1.e. rewissue of plates, canded plates,
or lost plates.

Tre conmittee substitute wes origionally 3B 117 by Senator Darkinorth anerdirg
the otor vehicle cock.  Tre two bills'have been comtired in G8B %

FCNON L Cranges the reouirenvent that every evhicle in the state nost ke
registered.  This requirenent causes harcship in the rural areas of
the state andl for persons who use off-the-road vehicles (trail bikes,
cLre buggies etc.).  Unchr the rew languege, only vehicles used on
the highnay systemor other public m places reed to be registered.

FCTNON2 Provices that the chpartrent nay issue a special license* for
occasional users of the highagys.

Section 3 Provicks that...(a) the cepartient @y register a vehicle een if it
ittri]s not satisfgegl & to the mrsnf?p o? the vehicle, but shall
either

() withhold issuance of a certificate of title until the applicant
PrOves;

@vempeard . -
_proves there 1S ro unalisclosed security interest or,
(2 re@uwe applicart to file with the cepartrert wither;

a bond prescribed by the cepartnent or,
a ceposit of cash

() Tre cash deposit or bord shall be equal to ore ad on-half ties
the value of the vehicle.
(c) Tre cash deposit or kordshall ke returmed at the end of
t?rge years or wherthe vehicle 1s o longer registered inthe
State.
Sec. 28.10.493- Provices thatif the oarer of the vehicle fails to
conply, he is guilty of a miscenearo,

FION4  Relates to special license plates (origional B %)
FCNONS  Sets the fee for occasional use license



FOING Mies it a felony to nake a false statarent regarding a vehicle
title, title transfer, or certificate.

FCION 7. Provicks that law enforceent officers and enployess of the
designated by the commissioner (1.e. workers o are responsible for
title transfers ad rgglstratlon nay enforce this title ard the

r

requlations promulgated the
* fcphasis actkd
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| FISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
MEMORANDUM March 9, 1979

SUBIECT. Definition of the term "highway” in CSB %
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EP%V%TE“ ‘highway" 13 deflned in AS 28 AS 28.35.260(a)(6)

%ﬂ hl% wgy Jearg d 'ﬁ tige widk Qlyetwee %
e
R%% hlcula% \];\}ééas%ggéi 28 }'{ h"’é %itben%g
1he term “vehicular way or area" is defined by AS 28.35.260/{18)

aEé%‘i R %%P%SW? 0
{r ic

?'v
i %ﬁsﬁ'ﬁe L
jUI’ISdIC on over o y g
%?n %awwghefrlmnm% B B nap% SRR %,



r Robert H Ziegler, Sr.
9, 1979
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13 /0;

Section 2S5.10.1S1 (c) is amended to read Special Request
Plates. Upon application and payment cf S$S20.00 by the
owner of a passenger vehicle, non-commercial van or pick-
up truck, or motor home the Department may design and issue
registration plates containing a series of net more than
six letters or numbers or combination of letters and
numbers as requested by the owner. The Department may

in its discretion, disapprove the issuance of registra-
tion plates under this sub-section when the requested
symbols are a duplication of an existing registration

or when the synbo’s are considered unacceptable by the
Departrent. An additional pavcent of $20.00 shall he
paid for each replacement of such plates

Section 28.10.421 (d)(2) is repealed.
REASON

Existing law for an annual payment of $20.00 in addition

to regular registration fees for specialized plates is
repugnant to the general public and has been mandated that
It be repealed. The new law will now state. If passed,

that the Individual applicant for a specialized plate

shall pay $20.00 initially for the application and privilege
of using the personalized plate, the sane as In prior years
and will pay $20.00 every time the plate is roplacil due

-e loss, damage cr replacement for a new license plate year.

1S



Section 2S5.10.011 is anended to read VEHICLES SUBJECT TO
REGISIRATION. Every vehicle [in the State] vhen driven
or moved or parked upon a hichvay cr in a public narking
place in the State shall be registered under this chapter
except when the vehicle is

(1) driven or noved on ajhighway(only for the
purpose of crossing the highway &  one private property to
another, including an implement of husbandry as defined by
regulations;

(2) driven or moved on a highway under a dealer's
plate or temporary permit as provided in Sec. 31 and 181 (k)
of this chapter;

(3) special mobile equipment as defined by regu-
lation;

m
(A) owned by the United States;

(5) moved by human or animal power;

(6) exempt under the Soldiers and Sailers Civil
Release Act (50 U.S.C.A. Appr. 501 et negq.);

(7) driven or parked only on private property;

(8) u vehicle of a nonresident an provided under
Section 121 of thin chapter;



(9) a commercial inter-state vehicle under Sec.
141 of this chapter; or

(10) transported under a special permit under Sec.
151 of this chapter.

REASON

Existing statute states that with certain specific excep-
tions, every vehicle in this State is subject to registra-
tion and thus would be subject to title requirements. Under
this law the way it currently reads places ui hardship
upon a certain percentage of vehicle owners in the State,
that is, owners of vehicles that have not been subject to
vehicle registrat.on in the past. Example: trail bikes,
dune buggies, and other off highway typo vehicles, etc.
Also, vehicles owned or possessed by people in the bush and
non-urban areas who have come by their vehicles in the past
through methods that are neither legal or illegal but have
no way to prove their ownership to the vehicles in a manner
prescribed by law. When these people hecome scoject to
registration, that is, subject to title requirements, they
will be forced by statute to provide the lame documentation
as any other vehicle owner in order for them to comply to
the law. They will be unable to do so. They will also in
most cases be unable to provide proper bonding procedures
because of lack of insurance agencies in these areas.



AS 25.10 is amended by adding a nev section to read:
WHEN NO SUPPORTING EVIDENCE OF OWNERSHIP.

(a) In addition to the other requirements of this
chapter, an appIi&ant for title and registration who has no
supporting evidence of ownership, as stipulated in this
chapter must:

(1) submit an affidavit affirming that he is the
owner of the vehicle and that no liens or encumbrances exist
on it:

(2) submit a surety bond, executed by a corporate
surety, approved by the Department, posted with the State
and held by for at least two years, in the amount of the
retail value of the vehicle as determined from a depart-
mental listing, and

(3) submit a statement signed by the applicant
holding the State harmless in all suits concerning questions
of title, and ownership to the vehicle and promising to
indemnify the State for all Judgements .against it arising
out of these actions.

(b) The applicant, in lieu of a surety bond, may file
suit indistrict or magistrate court to mandate the Depart-
ment toissue titlein his name. The court may accept
evidence including but not limited to affidavits, bills of
sale, and oral testimony. The court, when satisfied that



the applicant is the rightful possessor and that there are

no liens or encumbrances on the vehicle, ma' order the
Department to issue title shoving that the applicant is the
registered and legal owner of vehicle title.

't

Section 28.10.491[(a) is amended by adding a new sub-section

(9) makes a false statement or who otherwise
conceals or withholds a material fact in an application for
eagistration or certificate of title or who affirms falsely
with respect to a natterrequired to he  swornto, affirmed
or furnished wunder this chapter, or regulations adopted
under this chapter.

Section 28.10 is amended by adding a new section Failure t)
Deliver Title.

e (@) A seller of a vehicle who fails to comply to Secs.
271 and 291 of this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(b) A seller of a vehicle who with intent to defraud
fails to comply to Secs. 271 and 291 of this chapter is
guilty of a felony, and upon conviction is punishable by
imprisonment  of not lessthan 1 year nor morethan 2 years
or by a fin"" of not morethan $2,000 or  bhoth.

Section 28.10 is amended by adding a new section. Unlawful
To Park or Operate Unregistered Vehicle. No person may



drive or move or park upon a highway or in a public parking
place, nor may an owner permit to be driven cr parked, upon
a highvay or in a public parking place a vehicle which has
not heen registered under this chapter.

Section 28.05 is amended by adding a new section. Enforce-
ment of Title. Peace officers and employees of the Depart-
ment designated by the Commissioner shall enforce this
title .

Section 28.10 is amended by adding the new section LICENSES
FOR OCCASIONAL USERS OF HIGHWAYS.

(a) Upon application by the owner and under regulations
adopted by the Commissioner cf Public Safety, the Department
shall issue a license to the owner of a vehicle used in
relation to the operation of commercial fishing, mining,
hunting, or farming operations and used only occasionally
on the highway.

(b) In addition to the other requirements in this
chapter, an applicant for occcasional use registration must
submit an affidavit affirming that the vehicle is used in
relation to commercial fishing, mining, hunting or farming
operations and travels upon the State highways are less than
52 of its total hours of operation.



(c) No person nay transfer an occasional use registra-
tion license plate to another vehicle. Upon tranfer or
assignmenr of title to an occasional use vehicle, the
registration plates renain vith the vehicle if it continues
to be an occasional use vehicle or nust otherwise he returned
to the Department by the new owner.

(d) The license shall be valid for 12 months.

(e) No person or company may possess more than 2 licenses
at one time.

«
(f) The Department shall charge the owner an annual

registration fee of $15.00.



REQUEST

B_iIBResqution No. CSSB 96 _
Title An Act amending the Motor Vehicle Code and providing fnr an pffgri-iup Aatio
Requested bv  Senate Finance 1 ; Date

. FISCAL DETAIL _ ,
Agency Affected  Division of Motor Vehicles - Department- of PnhHr <?afPi-y
Program Category Affected Public Protection
BRU, Program, or Subprogramﬂs) Affected N/A - “Revenue ro General Fund
(Note: If more than one budgie component is affected, separate line-item amounts and ﬁmdmg for each

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 79  FY 80 FY 8L  FY 82 FY 83 FY &

100  PERSONAL SERVICES -0-
200 TRAVEL

300 CONTRACTUAL

400  COMMODITIES

500 EQUIPMF.NT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700  GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL -0-

FINDINC  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS -

OTHFR (Specify Fund Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME -0-
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

111 ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section )

The assa?e of CSSB 96 will result in a reduction in revenue to the general fund
based on the followlng assumptions: _

4000 personalized plates x $20 reduction :  $80,000

350 occasional use plates x $20 reduction : %8;888

These estimates use the class of pickup trucks as being the primary vehicles
to obtain occasional use plates.

L4 <
IV. DATE 3/5/79 PREPARED BY . .
N o AGENCY Division, of Motor Vehicles
Original: Leglslatlve Finance PHONE  264-555]----———mmmmmm-
CC: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/78)



BB and CB B RHATING TOREGSTRATION FEES KR SPEOAL REQLEST,
FERONALZED LICENE FLATES

The origional bill sponsored by Senator Bradley chanPed existing law which required
anuainpayment of $A00 in addition to the reqular license plate fee for personalized
license ﬁlates, to state that the person need pay the additional $000only if the
||ce|nse (lalsbeen replaced by the department, i.e. new issue of plates, dameged plates,
or lost plates.

The conmittee substitute was origionally B 117 by Senator Dankworth amending
the motor vehicle code. The two hills*have heen combined in CSB %

SECTION 1 Changes the reguirement that every evhicle in the state must be
registered.  This requirenent caises harchip in the rural aress of
the state and for persors wrp use off-the-rcad vehicles (trail bikes,
cLre buggies etc.).  Uncr the rew languege, only vehicles used in
the highay systemor other public paa%Bge places reed to be registered.

FCTCN 2. Provicks thet the cepartment my issue a special license* for
occasional users of the ng@s. "

Section 3 Provices that...(a) the ceartent nay register a vehicle even if it
itﬂi]s not satis#ie)d & to the mnré?ll'p of the vehicle, but shall
either

() withhold Issuance of a certificate of title until the applicant
PIOVES;

ONErshEearﬂ , o
proves_there s o undisclosed security interest or,
(2) require applicant to file with the ceoartert wither,
e@ a bord prescribed by the cepartnent or,
a ceposit of cash
() Tre cash deposit or bxid sliall be ecuel to ore ad on-half tines
the value or the vehicle.
(c) 'He cash deposit or bordshall e returmed at the end of
t?r%e years or wherthe vehicle 1S o longer registered inthe
state.
Sec. 2810493 Provicks thetif the oarer of the vehicle fails to
conply, he is quilty of a msceeanor.
FCNION4.  Relate? to special license plates (origional B %)
FNIONS  Sets the fee for oocasional use license



SCTICN G Makes it a felony to meke a false statement regarding a vehicle
title, title transfer, or certificate.

SECTION 7. Provides "t law enforcement officers and employees of the department
designa « by the commissioner (i.e. workers who are responsible for
title transfers and reg|strat|on ey enforce this title and the

requlations promulgated thereunder.

* Emphasis added



| FROFCEED AVENDVENTS |
SyReen d?s 28.10.216 should be changed by adding a rew

It in ﬂ)]e custoc}peofle%nﬁ%rfman{ Haﬁfevgﬁ ; ity deposited with
* Sectlon 3 A5 28.10.216 should be changed by aoding ().
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