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J U N E A U .  A LA S K A

£] TO: Senator Hackney

8p FROM: Senator Ferguso

SUBJ: SCR 48, Continuation of the Satellite Television Project

; DATE: March 14, 1980

I would first of all like to thank you for scheduling 
hearings on SCR 48, and to apologize for not being able 
to be present. Prior committments in Kotzebue have 
necessitated delaying my return to Juneau until Tuesday 
evening.

SCR 48 was introduced at the request of the Alaska 
Public Broadcasting commsision in an effort to further 
their endeavours to reach an agreement with the Department 
of the Air Force to provide satellite television coverage 
to their Alaska Division. Additionally if this agreement 
is reached the Air Force would share with the State of 
Alaska Transponder #9. This would enable us to have two 
transponders for use in providing live television coverage 
to the urban and rural areas of the state.

Mr. Porcaro of the Broadcasting Commission asked our 
assistance in showing support for his efforts in securing 
this agreement and in response we introduced this reso­
lution.

It is my understanding that negotiations are continuing 
on this agreement and that passage of the resolution 
would be helpful in showing support on behlaf of the 
state legislature.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. I will 
be glad to answer any questions upon my return to Juneau.
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I t  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h a t  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  
N u m b e r  4 8  w o u l d  h a v e  a n y  a p p r e c i a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o s t s .
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c a n  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A l a s k a  b r o a d c a s t e r s ,  m o r e  t i m e  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  S t a t e  
s y s t e m  f o r  i n t r a - S t a t e  t e l e v i s i o n  d e l i v e r y .

B e c a u s e  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  l e a s e d  f u l l - t i m e  s a t e l l i t e  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
t a p e  d e l a y  c e n t e r ,  f r o m  w h i c h  m o s t  i n t r a - S t a t e  p r o g r a m s  o r i g i n a t e  a n d  w h i c h  i s  m a n n e d  
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