


SENATE BILL NO. 3 9 3 , by  S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n .  Adds  new c h a p t e r  
t o  T i t l e  A7 ( W e l f a r e ,  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  I n s t i t u t i o n s )  
w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e s  w i t h i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  an d  S o c i a l  
S e r v i c e s  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  p r o g r a m .  P r o v i d e s  
f o r  p a y m e n t  by  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  p h a r m a c i e s  and p h a r m a c i s t s  t h e  
c o s t  o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s  p u r c h a s e d  by  a s t a t e  r e s i d e n t  
65 y e a r s  o r  o v e r .  S t a t e s  t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t  may n o t  p a y  f o r  
d r u g s  p a i d  by  a n o t h e r  p l a n  o f  m e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  i n s u r ­
a n c e  o r  i f  p u r c h a s e r  r e f u s e s  t o  a c c e p t  s u b s t i t u t e  d r u g  p r o ­
d u c t  w i t h  t h e  s ame  g e n e r i c  name ,  an d  s t a t e s  t h a t  i f  p r o d u c t  
e x c e e d s  maximum a l l o w a b l e  c o s t  p u r c h a s e r  m u s t  p a y  t h e  d i f f e r ­
e n c e .  P r o v i d e s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  s y s t e m  
o f  p a y m e n t s  a n d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t s ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  l i s t  o f  m a x i ­
mum a l l o w a b l e  c o s t s ,  a nd  i s s u a n c e  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s .  
P r o v i d e s  Ac t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  O c t o b e r  1,  1 9 8 0 .

I n t r o d u c e d  F e b r u a r y  6 an d  r e f e r r e d  t o  HESS,  t h e n  t o  F i n a n c e .
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A L A S K A  P H A R M A C E U T I C A L  A S S O C I A T I O N

Box 1185 Anchorage, Alaska 99510

^esir-to r  'pron-t '?a ierguson 
Pouch I)
Oyneau, 9 laska 99?! /

'ie/vt Senator. ty^rxurson:

'The Pfgskn PharsiacMuticad Association nassed the fo llov )in g  re so lu tion  
reaarding 393, o t out recently-com pleted convention;

c r s c ju m  #£

'■'JhereoA 5̂ 393 hag been in troduced , e s ta b lish in g  a $tote. program to a s s is t  
resdclen ts who are 65 if ear a  o f age. or. over to  ’"t/e chase p re sc r io tio n  drugs, th e re fo re  
be id . re so lved  th a t the a sso c ia tio n  u)i.LL tu rn o u t 393 i f  the. fo llow ing, 
recoi v iend rtion s ate. observed.;

( I I f s ta b lis h  an ■ctuah need fo r th in . program,
(2) piece. th is  nr oar am. in to  the. cu rren t Medicaid Proaram w ith  nharmacy 

rcir'hurses.vent a t usm ad t  customary fo e ,
(3 Ibo not askpharmacies to  *e- b iii. another th ird-pa rty  prorrcpt fo r  *eimbursement,
(4 ) d e le te  that noJUtion o f the. b iid  dealing, with sub stitu tion  an i t  naif 

c o n flic t with out cu rren t taw.
V )  C stab lish  e lig ib i li t y  o f Alaska. na tives over. 6 5 yearn o f ape. for. program.
(6) hed.etA Section.JJL o f the b ild ( ,>eport to d o a is la tu re )  became, a. study haA 

a lready been done, by louche. Porn on the o rig in ad  M edicaid L e g is la tio n  .

Cut main feeding, war. th a t most dlasJta re s id en ts ooer 65 are already covered 
by another pro or am, ( ruck oa Medicaid I ,or. edbgible to receive drugs ft other, 
medications from LlhPAS f  a c id itie s  or. contr actsfA laska. N atives), covered by insurance' 
or. can weld a ffo rd  to paij fo r  p re sc rip tion s . Qrantet! , there w ild be a few exceptions. 

Cur. cu rren t medicaid program in  sa tis fa c to ry  to the m ajority  o f pharmacies 
in  the s ta \^  eXcent fo r  the cu rren t payment problem ,"’hich we hope w ild  be corrected  
soon, rhe pharmacies feed th a t a * r Medicaid nrorram i s  fa r  superior, to those, o f 
ottr s in te r states,who are tie d  io  w-Llh the bureaucracy o f unwieldy federad proarams, 
on/l we a ro '-edate  'hia ,

'Me are wi l ling, to need with anyone with questions rcgardmg our. p o s itio n  
on th is  b i l l .P le a s e  contact our. secre ta ry , Chuck pecker, fo t  1185, Anchorage 99510 
phonc(»>* +k—^76 - 3921 or home—293-5976), so thar. he. may arrange a meeting with a 
sexaJd rep resen tative group.

0.-•>// t r u ly  yours, 

tiavc, ' leir-hc, P*ca,

ce/ en. ‘ a ‘rvu/, ' 1~- 
do.

i ,  ' W  -M,

w o rd , d- d ir  re , rss< 1 ' *0* . , ~r.‘ t'o n  dor A memb̂ AA..
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