


SENATE BILL NO. 393, by Senator Ferguson. Adds new chapter
to Title A7 (Welfare, Social Services and Institutions)
which establishes within the Department of Health and Social
Services the pharmaceutical assistance program. Provides
for payment by department to pharmacies and pharmacists the
cost of prescription drugs purchased by a state resident

65 years or over. States that department may not pay for
drugs paid by another plan of medical assistance or insur-
ance or if purchaser refuses to accept substitute drug pro-
duct with the same generic name, and states that if product
exceeds maximum allowable cost purchaser must pay the differ-
ence. Provides for establishment by commissioner of system
of payments and reimbursements, preparation of list of maxi-
mum allowable costs, and issuance of identification cards.
Provides Act takes effect October 1, 1980.

Introduced February 6 and referred to HESS, then to Finance.
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ALASKA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION
Box 1185 Anchorage, Alaska 99510

"esir-tor ‘pron-t = ierguson
Pouch 1)
Oyneau, 9laska 997!/

"iemt SENator. ty”rxurson:

The Pfgskn_PharsiacMuticad Association nassed the follov)ing resolution
reaarding ~ 393 ot out recently-completed convention;
crscjum #f

'mlee0A 5°393 hag been introduced, establishing a Rote, program to assist
resdclents who are €b ifeara of_aFe. or. over to ’Vechaseagr_escrlonon drugs, therefore
be id. resolved that the associafion u)iLL turnout if the. following,
recoiviendrtions ate. ohserved.. ,

|| fstablish an «tuah need for thin. program, . _

2) piece. this nroaram into the. current Medicaid Proaram with nharmacy
rcir'hursesvent at usmad t customary foe, ,

31bo not askpharmacies to *e-biil, another third-party prorrept for *eimbursement,

4) delete that noJUtion of the. biid dealing, with subStitution an it naif
conflict with out current taw. ,

V) Cstablish eligibility of Alaska. natives over, 65 yearn of ape. for. program.

(6) hedetA Section JJL of the bild(eport to doaislatire) became, a study™ haA
already been done, by louche. Porn on the originad Medicaid Legislation .

Cut main feeding, war. that most dlasJta residents ooer 65 are alreadK covered
by another prooram fruck oa Medicaidl,or. edbgible to receive drugs ft other,
medications from LIPAS facidities or..contractsiAlaska. Natives), covered by insurance'
or. can_weld afford to paij for prescriptions. Qrantet! ,there wild be a few exceptions.
, Cur. current medicaid program in" satisfactory to the mahorlty 0f pharmacies
in the sta\" eXcent for the current payment problem,"hich we hope wild be corrected
soon, . rhe pharmacies feed that a*r Medicaid nrorram is far superior, to those, of
ottr sinter stateswho are tied io w-Lih the bureaucracy of unwieldy federad proarams,
on/l we aro'-edate ‘hia, _ _ _ .

v are willing, to need with anyone with questions rc?ardm our. position
on this bill.Please contact our, secretary, Chuck pecker, Tot 1185, Anchorage 99510
phoncig»>*+k—"76-3921 or home—293-5976), So thar. he. may arrange a meeting with a
sexald representative group.

o~/ truly yours,
tiave, 'leir-hc, P*ca,

ce/ en. < fw/ oW, o
do. word, %i- dirre, rss<, -0 .~ ton dorA memy¥A
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