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April 30, 1980

Honorable Glen B. Hackney 
Chairman, Senate Health f- Social Services 
Pouch V, MS 3100 
Juneau, AK 99811

Re: SB 263 relating to naturopathy

Dear Senator Hackney:

Naturopathic physicians have been practicing in Alaska outside the law 
for some time. One, in particular, has created a great deal of trouble 
for the Division of Occupational Licensure and Department of Law, and 
was served a Cease and Desist Order in Fairbanks for operating a cancer 
detection clinic, consisting in *.art of hair analysis. It is our under­
standing that they are now performing home deliveries. If your office 
can acquire any information the State has accumulated, you can more 
readily appreciate the difficulties we may expect by legalization of 
this group.

« ’
Many of us have encountered patients made physicially ill from drug 
overdose, i.e. thyroid a^d misuse of cortisone, ere. I have personal 
experience in attempting to treat a woman who eventually died of breast 
cancer, after a prolonged naturopathic treatment with laetrile and 
enzymes while the cancer progressed to inoperability.

I cannot stress too strongly that naturopathy poses no threat whatsoever 
to the medical profession. It has, in fact, presented some clinical 
situations we might not otherwise encounter. While we may feel that a 
caveat emptor policy has some merit, it is clear that much of the public 
is simply gullible and this is reinforced by the FTC rulings on professional 
advertising.

Were naturopathy harmless it would be no concern of ours how the public 
wastes its money, but as I have indicated, many of the "natural drugs" 
are both potent and potentially toxic; others are worthless. As naturopathy 
encompasses the gar it of non-surgical illness, there is considerable 
opportunity for both misuse or inadequate or delayed proper treatment.
In addition, it is probable that there will be pressure for access to 
public funding, as well as to medical and hospital facilities, radiology, 
laboratory, etc. A separate board would put naturopathy completely 
outside any control.



Senator Hackney 
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Ve urge you, therefore, to carefully consider what, if any, possible 
benefit would result from SB 263.

Sincerely,

Winthrop Tish, M.D., Chairman 
Legislative Committee

WF/sel

cc: ASMA Legislative Committee
Jeff Landry
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Introduced: 4/11/79 
Referred: Health, Education

& Social Services; 
Labor & Management

BY THE COMMERCE COMMITTEE
IN THE SENATE BY REQUEST

SENATE BILL NO. 263 
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION 
A BILL

For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An Act r e l a t i n g  to  the l i c e n s in g  o f  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  o f
n a tu rop a th ic  h e a l in g ;  and p ro v id in g  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  
d a t e . "

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Sec t ion  1 . AS 08 i s  amended by adding a new chapte r to  read :

CHAPTER 45 . NATUROPATHS AND NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS.
ARTICLE 1. BOARD OF NATUROPATHIC EXAMINERS.

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .0 1 0 .  ESTABLISHMENT; MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT OF BOARD.
(a )  There i s  c rea ted  the Board o f  N a tu ropa th ic  Examiners, c o n s i s t in g  o f  
th rea  members appoin ted by the g ove rn o r .

(b ) Members s h a l l  be l ic en sed  n a tu rop a th ic  phys ic ian s  who have 
been a c t i v e ly  enga >ed in  the p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu ropa thy  in  the s ta t e  f o r  a t 
le a s t  two yea rs  immediate ly p reced ing t h e i r  appointment.

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .C 2 0 .  TERM OF OFFICE; COMPENSATION. (a )  Board members
serve ove r la pp ing  th re e -y e a r  terms. Vacancies on the board s h a l l  be 
f i l l e d  f o r  the unexp ired  p o r t i o n  o f  the term .

(b ) Board members serve v o lu n t a r i l y  except th a t  members a re 
e n t i t l e d  to  t r a v e l  expenses and per diem as a l low ed by law f o r  o th e r 
b oa rd s .

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 . 0 3 0 .  CHAIRMAN. (a )  The board s h a l l  a n nu a l ly  e le c t  a
chairman from i t s  members.

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 . 0 4 0 .  MEETINGS. The board s h a l l  h o ld  a r e g u la r  meeting
annua1\y  and o th e r  meetings as may be nece ssa ry . S p e c ia l meetings may 
be carded by the chairman o r  by concurrence o f  two board members.
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Sec. 015 .45 .050 . DUTIES AND POWERS. The board s h a l l
( 1 )  adopt r e g u la t io n s  necessa ry  to  c a r r y  out the purposes o f  

t h i s  ch ap te r ;
( 2 )  e v a lu a te  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  a p p l ic a n t s ;
( 3 )  conduct hea r ing s  and keep reco rd s  and minutes necessa ry  

f o r  c a r ry in g  out the purposes o f  t h i s  ch ap te r ;
( 4 )  p rov id e  f o r  the issuance o f  temporary perm its  f o r  persons 

who a re  a p p a ren t ly  q u a l i f i e d  to  engage in  n a tu rop a th ic  medicine to  
engage in  the p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu rop a th ic  medicine u n t i l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
the r e s u l t s  o f  the next exam ination  g iven under AS 0 8 .4 5 .1 2 0 .

ARTICLE 2. LICENSING OF NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIANS.
Sec. 0 8 . 4 5 . 1 0 0 .  LICENSING REQUIREMENT. A person may not engage in 

the p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu ropa thy  o r  n a tu rop a th ic  medicine un le ss  he f i r s t  
ob ta in s  a l i c e n s e  as p rov ided  in  th i s  ch ap te r .

Sec. 0 8 . 4 5 .1 1 0 .  LICENSURE AS A NATUROPATHIC PHYSICIAN. To be 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  a l i c e n s e  as a n a tu rop a th ic  p h y s ic ia n ,  an a p p l ic a n t  s h a l l

(1 )  h o ld  a high schoo l dip loma o r  the e q u iv a le n t ;
( 2 )  have completed two yea rs  o f  postsecondary  educa tion  a t an

a c c re d i te d  c o l le g e  o f  l i b e r a l  a r t s  o r  s c ien ce s ;
( 3 )  have graduated from an a cc red ite d  schoo l o r c o l le g e  o f

n a tu rop a th ic  medicine thau has as a requirement f o r  g radua t ion  succe ss ­
f u l  comp le tion  o f  a course o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a t l e a s t  nine months in 
each o f  fo u r  y e a r s ;  and

(4 )  s u c c e s s fu l ly  complete an exam ination  g iven by the boa rd .
Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .1 2 0 .  EXAMINATION. Examination f o r  l i c e n s in g  as a

n a tu rop a th ic  phys ic ian  s h a l l  be h e ld  a t  a time and p lace  and conducted 
in  a manner determ ined by the boa rd . The exam ination may in c lude  p ra c ­
t i c a l  demonstra t ion  and o r a l  and w r i t t e n  t e s t in g  in  those sub je c ts  
u s u a l l y  taught in  a c c re d ite d  s choo ls  o f  n a tu rop a th ic  medic ine .
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Sec. 0 8 . 4 5 . 1 3 0 .  ENDORSEMENT. The board  may l i c e n s e  a person  as a 
n a tu rop a th ic  p h y s ic ian  i f  the person i s  c u r r e n t ly  l ic e n sed  as a n a tu ro ­
p a th ic  phys ic ian  in  ano the r s t a t e  o r  in  Canada and tha t  s t a t e  o r  p ro ­
v ince  in  Canada m a in ta in s  p r o fe s s i o n a l  l i c e n s in g  standa rds e q u iv a le n t  to  
those in  th i s  ch ap te r ,  and i f  the s t a t e  o r  p rov in ce  extends the same 
p r i v i l e g e  to  those h o ld in g  a l i c e n s e  in  th i s  s t a t e .

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .1 4 0 .  DENIAL, SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE. The 
board may deny, suspend, o r  revoke the l i c e n s e  o f  a person o r  a p p l ic a n t  
who

(1 )  has ob ta ined  o r  attempted to  ob ta in  a l i c e n  e under th is -  
chapte r by f raud  o r d e c e i t ;

( 2 )  w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e s  a p ro v i s io n  o f  t h i s  chap te r o r  a r e g u la ­
t io n  adopted under t h i s  ch ap te r ;  o r

( 3 )  engages in  u n p ro fe s s io n a l conduct.
Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .1 5 0 .  RENEWAL OF LICENSE. L icenses e xp ire  b i e n n i a l l y  on 

a date s e t  by the departmc .c and may be renewed by making an a p p l i c a t i o n  
to  the department and meeting the requ irem en ts  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th i s  
c h a p te r .

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .1 6 0 .  FEES. The f o l l o w in g  fe e s  s h a l l  be imposed under 
th is  chap te r :

( 1 )  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  exam ination  $ 25
(2 )  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  reexam ina t ion  10
( 3 )  l i c e n s e  issuance o r  b ie n n ia l  renewal 100
(4 )  issuance o f  temporary perm it 25

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .2 0 0 .  APPLICABILITY OF ADMINISTRATE PROCEDURE ACT.

The board s h a l l  adopt r e g u la t io n s  and conduct hea r ings  in  accordance 
with the A dm in is t ra t iv e  P rocedure Act (AS 4 4 . 6 2 ) .

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .2 1 0 .  VIOLATIONS. (a )  I t  i s  un law fu l f o r  a person  to
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( 1 )  f r a u d u le n t ly  o b ta in  o r  fu r n i s h  a l i c e n s e ,  renewal o r 
re co rd  re q u i re d  by th i s  chap te r ;

( 2 )  w i l f u l l y  v i o l a t e  a p ro v is io n  o f  t h i s  chapte r o r  a 
r e g u la t io n  adopted under t h i s  ch ap te r .

(b ) A person who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s e c t io n  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor 
and upon c on v ic t io n  i s  pun ishab le  by a f in e  o f  $500, o r  by imprisonment 
f o r  one y e a r ,  o r  by both .

Sec. 0 8 .4 5 .2 2 0 .  PRACTICING WITHOUT A LICENSE. A person who 
p ra c t ic e s  na tu ropa thy  o r  n a tu rop a th ic  medici ' i th ou t  f i r s t  o b ta in in g  a 
l i c e n s e  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a misdemeanor and, upo> . lv i c t i o n ,  i s  pun ishab le  
by a f in e  o f  not more than $ 1 ,0 0 0 ,  o r  by imprisonment f o r  not more than
one y e a r ,  o r  by both .

Sec. 0 8 . 4 5 .2 3 0 .  DETINITIONS. In t h i s  chapter
(1 )  "b oa rd " means the Board o f  N a tu ropa th ic  Examiners;
( 2 )  "n a tu rop a th y "  and "n a tu rop a th ic  medic ine" means the

trea tmen t o f  the human body through the use o f  n a tu ra l  agenc ies , f o r c e s ,  
p ro c e s s e s , and p roduc ts , with emphasis on the response o f  the in d iv id u a l 
to  the d isease  ra th e r  than i t s  t reatment in  i s o l a t i o n ;  the term

(A) a l low s  use o f  a l l  systems o f  d ia g n o s is ,  in c lu d ing  
use o f  X -ra y ;

(B) a l low s  trea tmen t by p h y s io lo g ic a l ,  n u t r i t i o n a l ,  
p s y c h o lo g ic a l ,  mechan ica l, e l e c t r i c a l ,  manual, h y d ro th e r a p e u t i r , 
p h y to th e ra p e u t ic , m in e ra l and o rg an ic  substances and agencies which 
a re  e f f e c t i v e  in  s t im u la t in g  normal fun cion o f  t i s s u e s  and organs 
s e n s i t i z e d  by d is e a s e ;

(C) in c ludes
( i )  minor su rg e ry ,  in c lu d in g  the drawing o f  b lood

f o r  la b o r a t o r y  pu rposes ;
( i i )  U3e o f  lo c a l  a n e s th e t ic  f o r  s u rg ic a l  r e p a i r  o r 
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( i i i )  the p ra c t ic e  o f  n a tu ra l  c h i ld b i r t h  in  o b s t e t ­

r i c s ,  in c lu d ing  r e la t e d  minor s u rg ic a l  p rocedu res ;
(D) exc ludes m a jo r su rg e ry , the use o f  n a r c o t ic s ,  r a d i a ­

t io n  the rapy , and the use o f  s yn th e t ic  pr , ' c r ip t io n  d rugs ;
( 3 )  "u n p ro fe s s io n a l conduct" means

(A) h a b i tu a l overuse o f  a lc o h o l i c  beverages o r  d ep re s ­
s a n t ,  h a l lu c in o g e n ic  o r  s t im u lan t  d rugs, as de fin ed  In AS 1 7 . 1 2 . -  
1 5 0 ( 3 ) ,  o r  a d d ic t io n  to  the use o f  n a rc o t ic  drugs as r e f in e d  in  
AS 1 7 . 1 0 . 2 3 0 ( 1 3 ) ;  o r

(P ) c on v ic t io n  o f  an o f f e i s e  in v o lv in g  moral tu rp i tu d e .
* Sec. 2. AS 0 8 .0 1 .0 1 0  i s  amended by adding a new paragraph to  read :

(2 2 )  Board o f  N atu ropa th ic  Examiners.
* Sec. 3. AS 0 8 . 0 1 . 0 5 0 ( 1 9 )  i s  amended to  read :

(1 9 )  p rov ide  in v e s t ig a t i v e  s e rv ic e s  to the boards e s ta b l is h e d  
under AS 0 8 .2 0  AS 0 8 .3 2 ,  AS 0 8 .3 6 ,  AS 0 8 . 6 5, AS 0 8 .6 4 ,  AS 0 8 .6 8 ,  AS 08. 
71, AS 0 8 .7 2 .  AS 0 8 .8 0 ,  AS 0 8 .8 4 ,  and AS 0 8 .8 6 ,  f o r  the purpose o f  
u s s is t in g  those boards in matte rs o f  p ro fe s s io n a l  d i s c i p l i n e .

* Sec. 4 . AS 0 8 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  i s  repea led  and re -enac ted  to read :
(c )  T'.ie f o l low in g  board has the te rm ina t ion  date p rov ided by th is  

sub sec t ion : Board o f  N atu ropa th ic  Examiners (AS 0 8 .4 5 .0 1 0 )  - -  June 30,
1983.

* Sec. 5 . AS 0 8 .0 3  i s  amended by adding a new se c t ion  to  read :
Sec. 0 8 .0 3 .0 2 0 .  TERMINATION, CONTINUATION, AND REESTABLISHMENT OF 

REGULATORY BOARDS. (a )  Upon te rm in a t io n ,  each board l i s t e d  in AS 0 8 . -  
0 3 .0 1 0  s h a l l  con tinue in e x is ten ce  u n t i l  June 30 o f  the next succeeding 
year f o r  the purpose o f  conc lud ing i t s  a f f a i r s .  During th i s  p e r io d ,  
te rm in a t ion  does not reduce o i o the rw ise  l im i t  the powers o r  a u th o r i t y  
o f  each boa rd . One year a f t e r  the date o f  te rm in a t io n , a board
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(b ) The te rm in a t io n ,  d i s s o lu t i o n ,  c on t in u a t io n  o r re e s tab l ishm en t 
o f  a r e g u la t o r y  board s h a l l  be governed by the l e g i s l a t i v e  o v e rs ig h t  
p rocedures o f  AS 4 4 .6 6 .0 5 0 .

( c )  A board scheduled f o r  te rm in a t io n  under t h i s  chapte r may be 
continued ot r e e s ta b l i s h e d  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  a p e r iod  not to  exceed 
f o u r  y e a r s .

* Sec. 6 . INITIAL TERM OF OFFICE. (a )  One member o f  the Board o f  
N a tu ropa th ic  Examiners f i r s t  appoin ted under AS 0 8 .4 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  s h a l l  se rve a 
term o f  one year* one s h a l l  se rve a term o f  two y e a r s j  and ot. s h a l l  se rve  a 
term o f  th ree  y e a rs .  The length o f  the term o f  each o f  the members f i r s t  
appo in ted  s h a l l  be designated by the g ove rno r .

(b ) The p ro v is io n s  o f  AS 0 8 . 4 5 . 0 1 0 (b )  do not app ly to  the members o f  
the f i r s t  Board o f  Natu ropath ic  Examiners appointed under AS 0 8 .4 5 .

* Sec. 7. LICENSINC OF PRACTITIONERS OF NATUROPATHY OR NATUROPATHIC 
MEDICINE WITHOUT EXAMINATION. The Board o f  Natu ropa th ic  Examiners s h a l l  
l i c e n s e  a l l  persons who, on the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  t h i s  Act, meet the q u a l i f i ­
c a t io n s  o f  AS 0 8 . 4 5 . 1 1 0 ( 1 )  - ( 3 )  and who app ly  f o r  l ic e n su re  under AS 0 8 .4 5  
not l a t e r  than one year a f t e r  the e f f e c t i v e  date o f  th is  Act.

* Sec. 8 . AS 0 8 .0 3 .0 1 0 (d )  and (e )  a re  re p e a le d .
* Sec. 9 . This Act takes e f f e c t  J u ly  1, 1979.

continued s h a l l  cease a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .
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